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Page  gj,  line  14,  read  clear  oflF  by  the  ffiends  of  congrefs.  P.  liy,. 
L  2P,  tead  which  laft;  P.  1931  !•  5^  readio  as  to  carry.  P*  205, 
1, 4,  read  American.  P.  z6o,  1.  10,  11,  read  croffed  from  the 
ifland  to  Longueil  on  the  continent^  in  his  way*  -  P.  397,  U  z^ 
read'  took  in.  all  91 8i 
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their  warm  attachment  to  their  fifter  colonies  in  general, 
and  their  heart-felt  compaffion  for  the  deplorable  ftate 
of  the  town  of  Bofton ;  and  to  declare  the  fixed  refo- 
lution  of  the  colony,  to  unite  with  the  other  colonies  in 
every  effort  to  retain  their  juft  rights  and  liberties. 

Let  me  now  enter  upon  the  narration  of  the  efFeds 
of  the  Lexington  engagement  out  of  the  Maflachufetts 
felony.  The  news  of  it  flew  with  the  utmoft  rapidity ; 
and  influenced  the  minds  of  all  people,  anfwerable  to 
their  various  apgrehenfions  and  attachments. 

Col.  Putnam  ferved  with  the  Connefticut  troops,  under 
gen.  Amherft  the  laft  war.  By  his  courage  and  conduct  he 
fecured  to  hirtifelf  a  good  fliare  of  reputation.  When 
peaj:e  commenced,  he  returned  to  the  civil  line  of  life, 
Ot  late  he  tias  occupied  a  tavern  with  a  farm  annexed 
to  it.  Such  a  junftion  is  frequent  in  New  England, 
tod  the  occupation  not  at  all  inconfiftent  with  a  Roman 
charafter.  The  Lexington  news  was  brought  him  while 
working  in  a  leathern  frock  and  apron,  at  a  fl:one  wall, 
SR^ith  which  to  fence  in  his  land.  This  was  about  eleven 
<f*cldck  in  the  morning.  After  giving  bis  men  fomc 
<iitcaion  how  to  proceed,  he  went  home,  got  his  horfc, 
jind  rode  to  die  neighbouring  towns,  to  acquaint  th« 
Jmilitia  officers  and  others  with  what  had  taken  place, 
•oftis  he  was  returning,  he  found  fome  hundreds  rauflcfcd, 
'who  informed  him  that  they  had  appointed  him  dieir 
genertl,  and  were  determined  to  march  oflT  immedi- 
'atciy.  He  faid  that  he  was  not  ready,  had  no  money 
about  him,  andtDuft  go  and  get  fome.  They  fupj^ed^ 
-him  from  among  themfelves ;  on  which  he  gave  proper 
•orders  for  their  marching  after  him,  and  went  forward 
V^  his  check  ihirt,  upon  the  fame  bead,  aad  got  to 

CoQCord 
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Concord  the  next  morning  by  liin  rife,  having  rotfc,  ZB 
he  fuppofed,  from  eleven  o'clock  of  t^c  precoiing 
niorning,  not  lefe  than  a  hundred  miles,  within  thp 
eighteen  liours.  The  militia  that  followed  hii»,  march^ 
with  a  cjuick  ftep  till  they  reached  the  place  of  dcftinfc-t 

tipn. 

Mr.  BenediS  Jrnold  ofNcvf  ttaven,  had  becQ  ^haSsh 
jCaptain  of  a  volunteer  company,  by  the  inhabitaxlts, 
jyhen  th^y  bpgan  to  pr/?pare  for  whajtever  mig^  hit^>en. 
Ho  fooner  did  the  Lexington  news  reach  him>  thw  he 
galled  his  company  together,  and  aflccd  them  whether 
Xhey  would  march  off  with  him  the  next  morning  for 
she  neighbourhood  of  Bollon,  diftant  150  miles.  They 
a^eed;  and  at  the  proper  time  paraded  before  the  tavern 
where  a  committee  was  fitting*  He  applied  to  t^  gwx- 
demen  for  powder ,  and  ball ;  they  demurred  fiJK^yitjg 
jiim,  as  he  was  not  duly  authori^edt  The  captain^  in 
Jiafte  to  fly  to  the  help  of  his  fuffering  bj^thrcn,  ptQr 
l>pfcd  procuring  the  fupply  by  fpr^  if  necdfuj,  to  .whid^ 
the  volunteers  confented.  He  then  fent  to  Ac  ioom^ 
.mittee,  and  informed  them  what  he  wa5  detpnqiDfiii 
upon.  Colonel  Woofler  came  out,  and  would  have  per^ 
£uaded  him  to  wait  till  he  had  received  proper  jordea  ^ 
to  which  .capt^  Arnold  anfwered,  ^'  Mme  £ut  Gad  jOadgkn^ 
*^  jhaUpr^ent  niy  m^rchmg."  The  committee  perceiving 
his  foced  refplutbn,  iiipplied  him;  and  he  marx:i^cd  xjff 
inftantly^  ^d  with  his  company  reached  ^  ^moicaa 
^d  quarter?  by  the  29th  of  April. 

The  news  reached  New  York  o^  the  Lord's  day,  2$. 
pn  hearing  it,    capt.  Sears   conceived  the  defign  of 
Aopping  all  yeffels  going  to  Quebec,  Newfotindland, 
^CQfg^si  ^pd  Boftonj  fcverai  jwere  about  to,faiJ.    He 

B  a  confulted 
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rconfultcd  Mr.  Lamb,  who  joined  in  the  meafure.    Thef 

^        yhefk  :w#ote  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  Philadelphia, 

.  taffuring  them  that  all  veffels  wotild  be  ftopt  at  New 

ISTorky  and  figned  it  with  tlieir  names,  that  fo  the  af- 

-furisVicc  might  ^e  rdied  upon.     The  exprefs  being  fenc 

off,  they  contrived  to  aflemblc  the  people,"  without  its 

i5eing  knowii  upon  what,  bufinefs ;  and  when  they  were 

,mct,.'  it  was  concluded  upon  to  fhut  up  the  cuftom  houfe, 

.The  officer  was  waited  on,  who,  confidering  the  expe- 

ujiency*  of  a  compliance,  ordered  the  keys  to  be  deli- 

•ivered  up'to  capt.  Sears.     The  merchants  whbfe  veflek 

:were.. cleared  out,  dared  not  to  admit  of  their  failing', 

^        The  Philadelphia  committee,  relying  upon  the  aflurancc 

.that  had  been  given  them,  fo  managed  as  that  it  was 

-agreed,  to  (hut  up  their  port  alfo  againft  all  veffeis  going 

;to  die  beforementioned  places. 

;     The  hoftilities  in  the  Maflachufetts  threw  the  city  of 

.    -New .York  into  fuch  a  (late  of  tumult,  that  it  was  judged 

iexpedieht,  with  a  view  of  reftoring  tranquillity  and  good 

•order,"'  to  appoint  a  general  committee  of  a  hundred  for 

.!tlie.icity  and  county  of  New  York,    which  anfwered^ 

May  JThis'  cohimittee  addrefled  a  letter  to  the^  lord-mayor, 

^'     .aldermen  and,.common-council  of  the  city  of  London, 

lyhich  was  fignedby  feventy-feven  of  them.     In  it  they 

•declared,   that  ^<  The  difpofal  of  their  own  property 

''Swith^Tperfeft^iitaniety,  and  in  a  manner  wholly  divefted 

.oClcyery .  afipearancc  of  conftraint,  is  their  indefeafibJi 

birtli-right.     This .  exalted  blefling  they  arc  refolutely 

^.  J. dclterjlliocdtp  defend,  with  their  blood,  and  to  transfer 

iuncontaminatedto  their  pofterity.!'    They  profeffed  their 

.xeadinefs  to  fubmit  cheerfully  to  a  regulation  of  com- 

ionerce,  by  the  kgifUtore  of  the  parent  ftatCf  excluding, 

i..  -•   ..;  ia 
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in  its  nature,  every  idea  q(  taxation ;  but  reprobated  . 
the  minifter's  conciliatory  plan.  They  gave  afllirance, 
*^  That  America  is  grown  fo  irritable  by  oppreffion, 
that  the  leaft  fliock  in  any  part  is,  by  the  nioft  powerful 
and  fympathetic  afFe6fton,  inftantaneoufly  felt  through 
the  whole  continent — That  while  the  whole  continent  art 
ardently  wiftiing  for  peace  on  fuch  terms  as  can  be  ac^ 
ceded  to  by  Engliflimen,  they  are  indefatigable  in  pre*- 
paring  for  the  laft  appeal.'*  Near  the  clofe  they  faid, 
"  We  ipeak  the  real-fentimcnts  of  the  confederated  co- 
lonies on  the  continent,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia, 
when  we  declare,  that  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war  will 
never  compel  America  to  fubmit  to  taxation  by  autho- 
rity of  parliament."  They  concluded  with  expreffing 
their  confidence  of  the  moft  vigorous  exertions  of  the 
city  of  London  to  reftore  union  and  mutual  peace  to 
the  whole  empire. 

The  next  day  an  aflbciation  was  figned  by  upward  of  6. 
a  thoufand  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  and 
county.  They  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  declared, 
that  they  aflbciated  to  endeavour  carrying  into  execution 
whatever  meafures  might  be  recommended  by  the  con- 
tinental congrefs,  or  be  refolved  upon  by  their  own  pro-, 
vincial  convention,  for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  their 
conftitution,  and  oppofing  the  execution  of  the  oppref- 
five  adts  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  until  a  reconciliation 
between  Great  Britain  and  America,  on  conftitutional 
principles,  can  be  obtained ;  and  that  they  would  in  all 
things  follow  the  advice  of  their  general  committecj 
refpefting  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  the  prefervation  of 
peace  and  good  order,  and  the  fafet^  of  individuals  and 
private  property. 

S3  .  The  / 
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The  inhabitants  armed  themfelves  alfo  with  great  dili- 
gence and  induftry.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred,  from 
thefe  ftrong  appearances,  that  there  is  a  real  and  general 
union  in  fcntiment  among  the  New  Yorkers,  They  arc 
much  divided;  though  each  party  has  thus  coalefced 
with  a  view  of  ferving  its  own  particular  intereft.  The 
tories  have  joined,  to  prevent  the  Violences  ivhich  might 
.  Othcrwife  cxift,  and  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  foris  of 
Eberty.  The  whigs  have  joined,  in  hope  of  drawing 
the  others  into  fuch  lengths  in  oppofmg  minifterial  mea- 
fores^  as  are  reprobated  by  them  at  prefent* 

The  JN'ew  Jerfey  people,  on  receiving  the  Lexington 
news,  took  ^Jofleffion  of  the  province  treafiiry,  in  which 
there  was  about  2d,oool.  part  of  it  is  appropriated  to 
the  payment  of  the  troops  they  are  how  raifing  for  the 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  America. 

The  citizens  of  Philadelphia^  befide  ftopjnng  tihe'veflels 
as  before  related,  were  fpirited  up  to  attempt  perfefting 
tiieir^preparations  for  the  moft  ferious  and 'painful  conteft. 

The  governor  of  the  province  laid  before  the  affembly 
.  the  minifter's  conciliatory  plan;  and  obferved  to  themj 
that  they  were  the /ry?  affembly  on  the  continent  to 
whom  it  had  been  communicated.  After  confidering  it^ 
they  faid,  **  If  no  other  objeftion  to  the  plan  propofed 
occurred  to  us,  we  (hould  efteem  it  a  diihonorable  de- 
fertion  of  filler  colonies,  connefted  by  an  union,  founded 
on  juft  motives  and  mutual  faith,  and  conduced  by 
general  councils,  for  a  fingle  colony  to  adopt  a  meafure 
foextenfive  in  confequence,  without  the  advice  andcon- 
fent  of  thofe  colonies  engaged  with  us  by  folemn  ties  in 
the  fame  cdmnlon  caufe."  The  complexion  of  the  af- 
fembly has  been  changed.     In  the  choice  of  deputies 
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{ox  the  approaching  coDgrcfs,  made  laft  December,  Mr, 
Galloway  was  left  out  3  and  on  the  fixth  of  May,  thc- 
houfe  added  three  more  to  the  number  of  their  deputies, 
and  the  firft  on  die  lift  was  Dr.  Franklin.  Thus  have 
they,  jlince  his  arrival,  exprefled  their  approbation  of  his 
condudt,  and  their  confidence  in  his  abilities.  The  plan 
has  been  fince  propofed  to  other  colony-affemblies,  but 
¥(ith  no  better  fuccefs  than  in  Pennfylvania. 

The  account  of  the  aftion  arrived  at  Baltimore  la 
Maryland  J  in  fix  days  j  the  inhabitants  immediately  feized 
upon  the  provincial  rriagazine,  containing  1 5Q0  ftand  of 
arms,  &c.  They  alfo  flopped  all  exports  to  the  fifliing 
iflands,  and  thofe  colonies  which  have  refufed  to  unite 
with  their  breriiren  in  the  common  caufe ;  and  all  iup^* 
plies  to  the  navy  and  army  at  Bofton. 

In  Virginia,  a  provincial  congrefs  met  in  March,  for 
want  of  a  legal  alTembly,  and  took  meafures  for  array- 
ing the  militia,  the  militia  laws  being  expired ;  and  re-t 
commended  to  each  county  the  raifing  of  a  volunteer 
company  for  the  better  defence  of  the  country.  On  the 
aqthof  April  the  governor  employed  the  captain  of  aq 
armed  veflel  to  convey  by  night,  on  board  his  Ihip,  from 
the  public  magazine,  out  of  about  one  and  twenty,  fifteen 
half  barrels  of  powder,  containing  folb^  each.  The 
citizens  of  Williamfburgh  were  gready  alarmed,  fo  that 
the  mayOT  and  ccMrporation  addreffed  his  lordfliip  upon 
die  occafion,  who  in  his  anfwer  informed  thera>  that 
hearing  of  an  infurreftion  in  a  neighbouring  county,  he 
had  removed  the  powder  from  the  magazine  to  a  place 
of  perfeft  fecurity  5  and  that  whenever  it  was  wanted 
on  any  infurreftion,  it  Ihoul^  be  delivered  in  half  an 
hour.     The  new?  of  the  fei;zure  foon  reached  Hanover 

^  4  county. 
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county,  upon  which  capt.  Patrick  Henry,  and  the  other 
volunteers  of  the  county,  marched  for  Williamlburgh, 
with  a  view  of  fecuring  the  public  treafury  from  the  like 
cataftrophe,  a^id  of  obtaining  a  return  of  the  powder, 
or  a  compenfation  for  it.  More  than,  a  hundred  and 
.fifty,  all  well  accoutred,  and  making  a  martial  appear- 
ance, advanced  within  1 5  miles  of  the  capital ;  but  a 
fufEcient  fum  of  money  being  paid  by  the  receiver- 
general  to  compenfote  for  the  powder,  and  the  citizens 
engaging  to  guar4  the  public  treafury  and  magazine, 
they  difperfed  and  returned  to  their  refpedtive  homes.     . 

The  value  of  the  whole  magazine  was  very  inade- 
quate to  the  alarm  and  difturbance  which  the'  governor's 
meafure  excited.  Neither  powder  nor  mufkets  were 
fufficient  to  anfwer  any  effential  purpofe,  or  even  to 
juftify  apprehenfion. 

His  lordlhip  was  exceedingly  irritated  at  the  behaviour 
of  the  people,  and  threw  out  threats.  Thofc  of  fetting 
up  the  royal  llandard,  of  enfranchifing  the  negroes,  and 
arming  them  againH:  their  matters,  and  of  deftroying 
the  city,  with  other  expreflions  of  a  fimilar  tendency, 
not  only  fpread  a  general  alarm  through  the  colony,  but 
excited  a  kind  of  abhorrence  of  government,  and  aa 
incurable  fiifpicion  of  its  defigns.  Mean  while,  feveral 
public  meetings  were  held  in  different  counties,  in  all  of 
which  the  feizing  of  the  gowder,  and  the  governor's 
threats,  were  reprobated  iri'  the  ftrongeft  terms.  The 
iiew§  of  Lexington  engagement  arriving  when  the  minds 
of  the  Virginians  were  in  fuch  a  ferment,  tended  to  in- 
creafe  their  apprehenfions,  and  of  courfe  attention  to  the 
ipjlitia  and  volunteer  cojupanies. 

It 
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It  was  not  long  ere  the  fame  news  reached  Charleftown 
in  South  Carolina.  The  hopes  of  the  inhabitants,  that, 
the  non-importation  and  non-exportation  agreements 
would  induce  the  parent  ftate  to  recede  from  her  dc»: 
mands,  'were  blafted  on  the.  arrival  of  a  packet  from. 
London,  the  19th  of  April:  but  when  the  Lexington* 
news  was  received,  they  concluded  that  the  colonies) 
were  to  be  dragooned  into  flavery.  The  thought  exm^ 
cited  the  greatcft  indignation:  but  they  paufed,  upon* 
confidering  their  fituation.  The  province,  for  near  two ' 
hundred  miles  coaftways,  was  acceffible  to  th^  BritiiH: 
fleets,  and  armies.  It  had  but  a  few  trifling  fortiflcations,* 
and  thefe  held  by  Britifh  officers.  The  weflrerh  fronticri^' 
were  expofed  to  the  favages  y  and  the  negroes  might  be 
prevailed  upon,  by  infinuations,  to  flay  their  maflers,. 
The  governor  had  the  command  of  the  militia ;  and  ali 
the  officers  had  their  commiflTions  from  him*  The  in-i. 
habitants  were,  quite  defencelefe,  without  arms,  amniu- 
nition,  clothing,  ftiips,  money,  or  men  fliilled  in  the 
arts  of  war.  The  ftores  of  the  merchants  aflFcM-ded  no 
fupplies  of  a  warlike  nature ;  no  exception  having  been 
made  in  the  general  fcheme  of  non-importation.  They 
could  not  however  brook  a  mean  fubmiflSon  to  the  dic-» 
tates  of  Britain;  and  thcrefcjire  determined  upon  a  manly^ 
and  virtuous  refifl:ance.  Accordingly,  on  the  night  after 
intelligence  of  aftual  hoftilities  was  received,  a  numbar. 
of  thp  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town  pofleflTed  them- 
felves  of  twelve  hundred  fliand  of  arms  with  the. accou- 
trements; removed  them  direftly  from  the  royal  arfenal,-' 
^nd  afterward  difl:ributed  them  among  the  men  i^ifteci 
in  the  public  fervice.        ^ 

Let 
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Let  11$  return  to  ftotice  an  expedition  planned  in  Cod- 
ncdicut* 

The  necefEty  of  fecuring  Tyconderoga,  was  early  at- 
tonded  to  by  many  b  Ncw-£B^and:  hvt  fonic  Con*- 
ncfticiit  gendemen  were  firft  in  attempting  the  meafure. 
Secrecy  was  cflcntial  to  foccels^  and  delay  might  be 
daogcrous.  There  was  no  waiung  to  confult  the  conti- 
aentai  cxmgx&i  befide,  it  would  not  have  been  fafe 
to  have  comniunicatcd  the  fchcme  to  that  body,  as  k 
was  known  there  would  be  individuals  in  it.  On  whpfe 
fidelity  the  Americans  could  not  rely*  Meflrs.  Deane, 
Wooftcr,  Pai-fons  and  others,  undertoc^  the  affau*^ 
They  applied  to  the  affembly  for  a  loan,  which  was  fur- 
mfiicd^  to  the  anaount  of  about  eighteen  hundred  doU^ 
1»$,  aad  for  which  they  gave  bonds  to  be  accountable. 
Genet-^  Gage  had  fet  the  example  of  attemptbg  to 
feiaie  upon  military  ftores,  and  by  {o  doing  had  com- 
menced hoftitities:  fo  diat  retaliation  appeared  more 
dian  warrantable,  even  an  aft  of  felf-defence.  The  ex- 
pedition went  6n  with  rapidity.  Several  militia  captains 
puiked  jE<xward  to  Saliibury  to  acquaint  MefTrs.  Blag- 
den^s  (nephews  to  your  former  acquaintance,  the  car- 
penter, of  the  fame  name)  with  the  defign,  and  to  pro- 
cure their  affiftance.  One  was  ill,  the  other  ♦  jobed  in 
the  propolcd  manoeuvre.  After  a  little  deliberation, 
llicy  conckided  upon  (pending  no  time  in  obtaining 
mea;  but,  havmg  provided  a  fufBciept  quantity  of  pow- 
^r  and  baU,  fet  off  on  horfeback  for  Bennington  to 
engage  cdonel  Alien.  They  conferred  with  him  upon 
their  anival ;  and  then  tarried  with  others  to  bake  bread, 
f  ^ttxwdxi  a  licu|«nant  colgnel  in  Sheldon's  light  horfCi^ 

2^4 
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and  {)repare  other  neceffaries,  while  the  colonel  WQntail 
to  raife  the  men  who  were  wanting,  and  who  l9St€  fi 
meet  the  managers  at  Caftleton.     While  thcfe  were  Oft 
their  way  to  the  pkce  of  rendezvous,  dicy  were  met  h^ 
a  country man>  apparently  an  undefigning  hofieft.  travd^ 
ler,  but  who  was  either  himfelf  well-fkilfcd  and  a  prin^ 
cipal,  or  had  been  well-tutored  by  fomc  one  or  other> 
that  had  either  fufpefted  or  gained  knowledge  of  the  €» 
pedition,  and  meant  to  render  it  abortive.     They  ad- 
drefledhim^  *^  From  whence  came  you  P-^Frwn  Ty*^ 
-kft  it  yefterday,  at  fuch  an  hour.---Ha>  the  garrif<an  re** 
ccived  any  reinforcement ?-r-Ycs ;  I.  few  them;  thae 
were  a  number  of  artillery  men  and  other  foldiers.-*- 
'What  are  they  doing  ?  Are  they  making  fafcines  ?— 
,  Don't  know  what  fafcines  are.     They  are  tying  up  fiicks 
and  bmfh  in  bundles,  and  putting  them  where  the  walk 
.are  down."     Mr.  Samuel  Blagden  put  many  infiiaring 
queftions  about  the  drefe  and  trimmings  of  the  mm^ 
&c.     The  anfwers  tended  to  confirm  thfe  man's  ftoi|^ 
The  company  was  ftaggered ;  and  it  being  debated  m 
•council,  whether  they  fhould  not  return  as  they  had  tUk 
•cannon,  it  was  determined,  by  a  majority  of  4^c  only, 
to  proceed.     At  Caftleton  they  met  colonel  AHea  vrfdi 
histnen,  and  altogether  made  two  hundred  and  feveaty 
perlbnss  two  hundred  and  thuty  of  them  were  green 
fnounUiin  boys^  fo  called  from  their  iSefiding  within  the 
lirrtits    of  the  Green  Mountains;    as  the  Hampfhirc 
-Grants  are  denominated,  from  the  range  of  green  moun- 
tains that  runs  through  them.     They  are  a  brave  hardy 
generation,  chiefly  fetders  from  New  Hampshire,  MafTa- 

♦  So  Tyconderoga  is  freqaerttly  caHed  for  the  fake  of  brevity, 
tfpccially  by  the  poopl^  dwellin|;  ia  its  neighbourhood. 

chufetts 


12  THEHISTORYOrTHE 

thn&tts  and  Conneflicut  ♦.  Sentries  were  placed  im- 
moitateiy  on  all  the  roads,  to  prevent  any  intelligence 
beiog  carried  to  Tyconderoga.  After  the  junftion  si 
Caftleton,.  colonel  Arnold  arrived,  with  only  a  finglfe 
icnrant.  The  day  after  his  getting  to  Cannbridge  with 
his  volunteer  company,  he  attended  on  the  Maflachu- 
fctts  committee  of  fafety,  and  reported  that  there  were 
at  Tyconderoga,  80  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  20  of  brafe 
from  4  to  1 8  pounders,  10  or  a  dozen  mortars,  a  number 
of  fmall  arms,  and  confiderable  ftores ;  and  riiat  the 
fort  ^as  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  as  he  fuppoied  gar- 
rifoned  by  about  forty  men.  Upon  this  the  committee, 
on  the  third  of  May,  appointed  him  a  colonel  of  four 
hundred  men,  whom  he  was  to/  inlift  and  march  for  th^ 
rdduftion  of  Tyconderoga,  The  colonel  was  known 
only  to  Mr.  Blagden:  A  council  was  called ;  hiypowers 
were  examined}  and  at  length  it  was.agrced,  that  he 
Ibould  be  admitted  to  join  and  atft  with  them,  that  fo 
the  public  might  ht  benefited.  It  was  fettled,  how- 
ever, that  colonel  Allen  fiioi4d  have  the  fupremc  com- 
mand, and  colonel  Arnold  was  to  be  his  affiftanti  with 
which  the  Jatter  appeared  fatisfied,  as  he  had  no  right 
by  his  commiffi6n,  either  to  command  or  interfere  with 
.  the  others,  who  were  npt  only  out  of  the  Maflachufetts 
line,  but /the  fubjefts  of  another  colony.  The  names 
of  the  leaders,  befides  what  have  been  mentioned,  were 
Meflrs.  Motte,  Phelps'5  (two  brqthers)  Biggelow,  Bull 
and  Nichols,  befide  colonels  Eafton,  Brown  and  War^ 
ner,  and  captain  Dickinfop. 

After  it  had  been  determined  in  a  council  to  ftt  oflT 
;he  next  morning  early  for  Ty,  and  fome  of  the  ma-* 

t  The  territory  has  now  the  name  of  Vermmu 

pagers 
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Pagers  had  retired,  a  fecond*  council  was  held,  and  k 
\5ras  concluded  to  proceed  that  very  night,  leaving  Mcflrs. 
•Blagden,  Biggelow  and  Nichols,  with  a  party  of  men, 
chirty  in  all,  officers  included,  to  march  early  in  the 
•nrioming  for  Skeenfborough,  and  fecure  major  Skcen, 
Ws  negroes  and  tenants.  This  council  might  have  been 
occafioned  by  the  return  of  captain  Noah  Phelps,  who  the 
•day  before^  having  difguifcd  himfelf,  cntirfed  the  fort 
in  the  charaftcr  of  a  cbuntryAian  wanting  to  be  fliaVedi 
In  hunting  for  a  barber,  he  obferved  every  thing  critic 
cally>  afked  a  nuitiber  of  ruftic  queftions;  aflfeftcd  great 
ignorance,  and  paiTed  unfufpefted.  Before  night  ht 
wididrew,  came  and  joined  his  party,  and  in  the  tnom«r 
^ng  guided  them  to  the  place  of  deflinadon.  ' 

Colonel  Allen,  with  his  230  green  mountain  hcys^  ar^ 
Tived  at  Lake  Champlain,  and  oppofite  to  TycOnderoga^ 
on  the  ninth  at  night.  Boats  were  procured  with  diffi- 
culty; wheal  he  and  colonel  Arnold  croflfed  over  widi 
83  men,  and  landed  near  the  garrifon.  Here  a  dilputc 
took  place  between  the  colonels,  the  latter  became  af- 
fuming  and  fwore  he  would  go  in  firft,  the  other  fwore 
he  ihould  not.  The  gentlemen  prefent  interpofed,  and 
the  matter  was  accommodated  upon  the  footing  that 
both  Ihould  go  in  together.  They  advanced  a  loiljg 
fide  of  each  other^  colonel  Allen  on  the  right  hand  of 
colonel  Arnold,  and  entered  the  port  leading  to.  the  for^ 
in  the  gray  of  the  morning.  A  fentry  fnapped  his  fufce  10. 
at  colonel  Allen,  and  then  retreated  through  the  c*5VefM 
way  to  the  parade ;  the  main  body  of  the  Americans  fol- 
lowed, and  immediately  dreW  up.  Captain  De  k  Place, 
the  commander,  was  furprifed  a  bed  in  his  room.  >He  was 
ordered  to  give  up  the  fort  >  upon  his  afking  by  what 

autliorjty. 
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uuthorily,  colonel  Allen  replied,  "  I  demand  it  in  the 
name  erf"  the  great .  Jehovah  and  the  continent^  coa-- 
grefs/*  -  The  cgngrefs  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  and 
did  not  commence  their  exiftence  till  fpipe  hotirs  after; 
when  they  began  their  feffion,  they  chofe  the  honorable 
ftgton  Randolph  prefident,  and  Mri  Charles  fhomfon  fe- 
cr^t£uy>  each  with  a  unatiimou$  voice  s  and  having  a^ed 
^i  That  the  r^erend  Mr.  Duche  be  requefkdi,  to  c^a 
IJH^  ^ongr^fi  with  prayers  to-morrow  nniori|ing/'  and 
jl^ointed  a  committee  to  acquaint  him  with  their  rc^- 
l]ueft>  gdjourned  till  the  next  day.  Had  captaiii  Dc  k 
J?}age  been  upon  the  parade  with  his  meo>,  he  could 
Jww?  n^e  no  effeftual  rcfiftance.  The  fort  was  .put  of 
repair,  and  he  had  but.  about  thirty  efFeftives.  Coul^, 
lie  have  gained  timely  intelligence,  he  might  have  pro- 
p»^^  recftforeement  from  St.  John'3.  You  have  the 
particulai^  of  the  military  ftor.es  taken  at  Tyconderoga 
jbelow  ♦.  After  .colonel  Allen  had  landed,  the  boats 
•were  fent  back  for  th^  remaind^er  of  the  men  under  co- 
Jonel  Seth  Warren,  but  the  place  was  furprifed  before 
iie  could  get  over.  Immediately  upon  'his  joining  the 
iuccefsftil  party,  he  was  fent  off  tp  take  poflefljon  of 
<^6WH  Point,  where  ^  fcrgewit  and  twelve  n>en  perfornacd 
garri&nd^ryj  but  the  gr^teft  acquifition  was  that  of 

•  Between  iit  and  120  iron  cannon  from  6  to  ;24  pounders — 50 
Swivels  of  dtfieitnt  lizes — 2  ten  inch  mortars — i  howitzer — 1  cohom — 
l^tODS  of  JDuiket  baUsi^j  cart  load  of  flints — 30  new  carriagcs--a 
Cijfidnylilr  foii^tiiy  of  (hells — a  waiehoufe  full  of  materials  to  cany 
<»  }mx  bwWipj'— IPO  ft^^d  of  fmall  arips 10  cafks  of  very  indif- 
ferent poswiv — a  bmfs  ^annon — ^o  bar^ls  of  flour — ;  8  barrels  of 
^xk,  asd  (biiie  bean^  an'd  peas. 

ThepriCmrs  wcfc  the  captlin,  a  lieptenant^  a  gunner,  a  fergeants* 

^  more 


mare  than  a  humlred  pieces  of  camion.  The  compkie 
command  of  Lake  Champlain  was  of  high  importance  . 
to  the  Americans,  and  could  not  be  cflfeacd  without 
Acir  getting  poffeffion  of  a  floop  q£  war  lying  at  St. 
John's,  at  the  bottom  of  the  iake.  .  It  was  dctcrmiocd 
to  man  and  arm  a  fchooner  lying  at  South  Bay,  and  that 
colonel  Arnold  ihould  command  her,  and  that  cokxiel 
ABen  (hould  command  the  batteaus,  a  name  ffmmSf 
affixed  to  boats  of  a  particular  conftru6Hon,  calculated 
ibr  narlgating  the  lakes  and  rivers,  and  drawing  but 
litdc  water,  though  heavily  laden.  The  wind  beaiKg 
fi^fti  in  the  fouth,  the  fchooner  out  failed  the  batteau!^ 
and  colonel  Arnold  furprifcd  the  floop.  The  wind  Qaik^ 
ing  fuddenly  to  the  north,  and  blowing  fre(h»  in  abouc 
an  hour's  time  colonel  Arnold  failed  with  the  prize  and 
fchooner  ica:  Tyconderoga,  and  met  colonel  AUdti  witb 
his  party. 

The  furprifc  of  Skeenjhrougb  was  {q  condufted,  that 
the  negroes  were  all  fecured,  and  major  Skc^n,  the  Ion, 
taken  while  out  a  Ihooting,  and  his  ftrong  ftonc  houfe 
pofTcflfed,  and  the  pals  completely  gained,  widxout  any 
bloodlhed,  the  fame  as  at  Tyconderoga,  Had  the  ma^ 
jor  received  the  lead  intimation,  the  attempt  muil  have 
^mifcarried  \  for  he  had  about  fifty  tenants  nigh  at  hand, 
bcfides  eight  negroes  and  twelve  workmen. 

Colonel  Allen  foon  left  Tyconderoga,  \inder  the 
Command  of  colonel  Arnold,  with  a  number  of  men, 
who  agreed  to  remain  in  garrifon. 

When  the  news  of  Tyconderoga's  being  taken  reached  i8. 
the  continental  cpngrefs,  they  earncftly  recommended  it 
to  the  committees  of  the  cities  and  counties  of  >fcw 
York  and  Albany,  jpinacdiiitely  to  caufs  the  cannon 

and 
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Itod  fteres  to  be  rcnnoved  from  thence  to  the  fouth  end 
of  Lake  George;  hvtt  that  an  exaA  inventory  fh0ui4.be 
taken  of  them,  "  in  order  thit  they  may  be  fafely  re- 
turned,, when  the  reftoration  of  the  former  harmony  be^ 
tween  Great  Britain,  and  thefe  colonies^  fo  ardently 
"wiflied  for  by  the  latter,  fhall  render  it  prudent  and  c6n- 
fifttot  with  the  over-ruling  law  of  felf-prefervation.'^ 
Whatever  may  be  the  drift  of  a  few  in  congrefs,  the 
body  wifh  to  keep  the  door  open  for  an  accommodation. 
This  was  apparent,  in  the  advice  they  gave  the  New 
Yorkers,  three  days  before  the  preceding  recommenda- 
tion. The  city  and  county  of  New  York  applied  to 
tiiem  for  information  how  to  conduft  toward  the  troops 
«pefted  there/  The  congrefe  refolved,  "  That  it  be 
recommended,  for  the  prefent,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
^ew  York,  that  if  the  troops  .which  are  expefted,  fliould 
arrive,  the  faid  colony  aft  on  the  defenfive,  fo  long  as 
may  be  confiftent  with  their  fafety  and  fecurity ;  that  the 
troops  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  barracks,  fo  long 
as  they  behave  peaceably  and  quietly,  but  that  they  be 
fiOt  fuffered  to  ereft  fortifications,  or  take  any  fteps  for 
cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  town  and 
country,  and  that  if  they  commit  hoftilities  or  invade 
private  property,  the  inhabitants  fhould  defend  them- 
felves  and  their  property,  and  repel  force  by  force ;  that 
the  Warlike  (lores  be  removed  from  the  town  ;  that  places 
of  retreat,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  be  provided  for  the  wo- 
men and  children  of  New  York  5  and  that  a  fufficient 
/  ziuiiiber  of  men  be  imbodied,  and  kept  in  conftant  rea- 
dincfs  for  protefting  the  inhabitants  from  infult  and  in- 


jury. 

Let  us  come  to  the  Maflkchufetts^ 


Mr. 
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'  Mr:  Hancock  having  been  chofen  at  the  laft  eleftio^, 
on  December  5,  17741  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  ge- 
ne^ congriefs ;  and  the  thne  approachii^  when  it  bb- 
came  neceflary  for  him  to  prepare  for  his  jouirney,  Df. 
Jofcph  Warren  w^  chofen  prefident  .of  the  provincial 
cdngccik  pro  tempife.  .    - 

The  inhabitants  of  Bbfton  lodged  With  the  feleftmee,  AprU 
according,  to  agreement  with  general  Gage,  1778  fte*-^* 
arms^'634.iMftols,  27,3  bayonets,  and  38  blunderbuffes* 
The  iariie  day  the  provincial  congrefs  i-ecprnmendedrto    , 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fea-ports,  th^  renloval  of  their 
cffe6ts,  &Ck  / 

A'  circular  letter  was  written  to  the  feveral  towns  a8« 
of  the  colony^  wherein   after  noting  the  affair  of  the 
nineteenth,  it  was  faidj  "  We  conjure  you,  by  all  that 
is  dear,  by  all  that  is  facred,  that  you  give  all  affiftanfic 
poflible  in  ibrniing  the  army.   Our  all  is  at  ftake.  Death 
and  devaftation  are  the  certain  confequences  of  deUy. 
Every  motnent  is  infkiitely  precious.     An  hour  loft  may 
deluge  your  country  in  blood,  and  entail  perpetual  fla-- 
very  Upon*^  the  few  of  your  pofterity,  who  may  furvive 
the  carnage.     We  beg  and  entreat,  as  you  will  anfwer 
it  to  your  country,  to  your  confciences,  and  above  all 
as  you  will  anfwer  it  to  God  himfelf,'  that  you  will  haften 
and  encourage>  by  all  poflible  means,  the  inliftment  of 
men  to  form  the  army  j  and  fend  them  forward  to  head 
quarters  at  Cambridge,  with  that  expedition  which  the 
vaft  importance  and  inftant  urgency  of  the  affair  de- 
mand."    This  addrefs  was  attended  to,  the  men  difco- 
vered  a  readinefs  to  turn  out  for  the  falvation  of  their 
country,  and  the  women  applied  themfelves  with  cheer- 
fulnefs  to  the  fitcing  out  of  their  huflands,  fathers  and 
YoL.  II.  C  brothers. 
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brothers,  for  the  important  expedition,  while  the  dan- 
gers of  it  ^wrcre  overlooked  or  cifregarded.  After  i^cw 
&iys  cdndnuance  before  Bofton,  great  numbers  returned 
"honie  J  fome  to  follow  their  bufinels,  and  others  to  pro- 
cure neceflkries  for  the  time  they  had  inKfted,  or  pieaiit 
to  inlift  for.  During  the  interval  between  this  return, 
^and  the  provincials  reforting  afrefh  to  the  place  of  ren- 
'  >d«zvous,  the  land  entrance  into  and  out  of  the  town  by 
iht  neck,  was  next  to  unguarded.    Not  more  than  be- 

•  tween  fix  and  feven  hundred  men,  under  colonel  Le- 
'  muei  Robinfon  of  Dorchefter,  were  engaged  in  defend- 
ing fo  important  a  pafs,  for  feveral  days  together*     For 

^'  nine  days  and  nights  the  colonel  never  fhifted  his  clothes, 
•nor  lay  down  to  fleep;  as  he  had  the  whole  duty  Jupon 
Iwm  even  down  to  die  adjutant,  and  as  there  was  no 
oflfcer  ^f  the  day  to  affift.  The  officers,  ingcndral,  had 
feft  the  camp,  in  order  to  raife  the  wanted  number  of 

•  men.  The  colonel  was  obliged  therefore,  for  xht  time 
mentioned,  to  patrole  the  guards  every  night,  which 
gave  him  a  round  of  nine  miles  to  traverfe. 

May       The  Maflachufetts  congrefs  allotted  to  the  diflferent 

'•      towns,  the  five  thoufand  poor  expefted  out  of  Bofton. 

Rhode  Ifland  and  Connefticut  had  made  paper  JiHMiey, 

•  with  which  to  fumifh  a  plentiful  fubftitute  for  cafli,  and 
to  anfwer  prefent  exigencies.  The  men  repairing  from 
thefe  colonies,  for  the  defence  of  the  Maffachufetts,  tirerc 
fupplied  with  this  money  5  the  Maflachufetts  dierefore 
refohred,  that  it  Ihould  pafs  in  aE  payments. 

The  general  atfembly  of  Connefticut  appointed  i>r* 

Johnfon,  and  Ofivcr  Woicot  efq.    a  committee  from 

their  body,  to  wait  upon  general  Gage,  anddefired  the 

governor  to  write  in  their  name  to  the  general,  relative 

^  .   4to 


AMERICAN      BLCrOLUTrQK.  I^ 

to  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  the  late  unfortunate 
tn||^6tions  in  the  Maffachufetts.  He  wrote  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  April  j  and  the  comwuttce  repaired  tp 
Bofton  with  the  letter.  Both  the  pKJvincial  congreft 
and  the  conomittee  of  fafety  were  gready  alarmed  at  the 
tranfaftion.  The  firft  wrote  to  the  delegate$,  whom  24 
they  had  fcnt  to  the  colony,  reprefenting  to  them  the 
fatal  confequences  that  might  folbw,  upon  any  one  co- 
lony's undertaking  to  negotiate  feparately,  either  with 
parliament,  miniftry,  or  their  agent  here.  The  laft 
wrote  to  the  colony  itfelf,  entreatiftg  it  to  afford  imme- 
diately all  poffible  aid.  Governor  Trumbull  acquainted 
them,  in  his  anfwer  of  Miy  the  4th,  that  they  need  not 
fear  their  firmnefs,  deliberation  and  unanimity,  to  pur-.. 
foe  meafures  which  may  appear  bed  for  common  defence 
and  fafety;  and  that  Conncdticut  will  be  cautious  of 
trufting  prortiifes,  which  it  may  be  in  die  power,  of  iariy 
to  evade. 

On  the  fame  day,  on  which  general  Gage  lent  a  fen-  5* 
fible  and,  refpeftful  anfwer  to  governor  TrumbuU,  the 
Maf&chufetts  cohgrefs  empowered  the  receiver  general 
to  borrow  75,000!.  fterling  upon  notes,  bearing  an  in- 
tereft  of  fix  per  cent,  that  lb  they  might  llipport  their 
forces  J  they  alfo  forwarded  difpatches  to  the  general  con^ 
grefs,  containing  accounts  of  their  proceedings.  In 
their  letter  they  mentioned,  *^  The  fudden  exigency  of  . 
our  public  affairs,  precluded  the  poffibility  of  waiting 
for  your  direftion  in  thefe  important  meafures,  more 
elpecially  as  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from  Great 
Britain  is  daily  expefted  in  this  colony,  and  we  are  now 
reduced  to  the  fad  dtecrnative  of  defending  ourfelves  by 
arms,  or  iubmittiiig  to  he  flau^tercd."    They  modeftly 

C  2  fuggefted 
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fiiggcfted  the  neceflity  of  a  powerful  army  on  the  fide 
of  America.-  They  took  notice,  that  the  inhahitanj||||of 
many  of  theii*  fea-ports,  had  removed,  and  were  remov- 
ing their  families  and  effeds,  to  avoid  deftruftion  from 
the  (hips  of  war  i  and  expreffed  their  confidence  in  the 
wifdom  and  ability  of  the  continent  to  fupport  them, 
fo  far  as  it  Ihould  appear  neceffary  for  the  common 
•    caufe  of  the  American  colonies. 

4-  The  committee  of  fafcty  wrote  to  the  governor  and 

company  of  Connefticut,  moft  earneftly  prefling  them 
to  fend  immediately  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  tliat  fo 
an  important  poft  might  be  fecured,  which  otherwife 
the  enemy  would  be  likely  to  poffefs  themfelves  of,  as 
foon  as  their  reinforcement  arrived.  The  troops "  were 
defired  to  be  forwarded  in  companies  as  faft  as  they 
could  be  got  ready.  They  fent  alfo  to  Rhode  Ifland, 
and  urged  their  marching  a  body  of  troops  to  affift  on 
the  like  occafion.  They  proceeded  to  refolve,  "  That 
the  public  good  requires  that  government  in  full  form 
ought  to  be  taken  up  immediately."  Advice  was  receiv- 
ed, diat  a  number  of  tranfports  with  troops  were  juft 
arrived  at  Bofton  from  England. 

if-  .  The  provincial  congrefs  refolved,  ^'  That  general 
Gage  has,  by  the  late  tranfeftions,  and  many  other 
means,  utterly  difqualified  himlclf  from  ferving  this  co- 
Jony  as  a  governor,  or  in  any  other  capacity ;  and  that 
therefore  no  obedience  is  in  future  due  to  him ;  but  that 
on  the  contrary,  he  ought  to  be  ^onfidered  and  guarded 
iagainfl:,  as  an  unnatural  and  inveterate  enemy  to  the 
country.'* 

9.  The    committee   of  fafety  ordered   the  command- 

ing office:  s  of  ten  neighbouring  towns,  to  anarch  one 

*  half 
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half  of  the  militia,  and  all  the  minute-  men -under 
th^  command,  forthwith  to  Roxbury,  tliat  fo  the  Bri^ 
tifh  troops  might  not  conte  and  poffefs  themfelves  of 
that  poft.  Before  it  was  properly  ftrengthened,  general 
Gage  entertained  fuch  defign.  General  Thomas  whp 
commands  there,  gained  information  of  what  was  in- 
tended, on  the  day  it  was  to  be  executed.  His  whole 
force  confifted  only  of  feven  hundred  men.  The  poft 
.comprehended  a  large  broad  high  hill.  A  road  leads  tp 
the  top  of  it,  vifible  in  fome  parts,  to  pcrfons  at  the 
.entrance  into  Bofton  ^  it  paffes  over '  the  hill  and  de- 
scends into  a  hollow,  froiti  whence  you  can  turn  of^ 
and  paffing  circuitoufly  enter  again  upon  the  faid  rqad. 
The  general  took  advantage  of  this  circumftance^  and 
continued  marching  his  leven  hundred  n>en  round  and 
round  the  hill,  by  which  he  multiplied  their  appearance^ 
to  any  one  who  wa^  reconnoitring  them  at  Bc^on.  The 
drefs  of  the  militia  was  extremely  various,  and  confiftei 
of  their  common  clothing,  which  prevented  the  dit 
ceveiy  of  a  deception,  that  might  otherwife  have  bee^i 
foon  detefted,  had  they  worn  a  uniform  and  poiTefled 
regimental  enfigns.  This  warlike  impofition  moft  pro- 
bably prevented  general 'Gage's  attacking  and  carrying 
•the  poft,  by  the  poffeffion  of  wliich  he  would  have  had 
it  in  his  power  to  direft  his  march  to  any  part  of  the 
country  he  pleafed.  The  colonels  of  the  feveral  regi- 
ments were  ordered  to  repair  imnciediately  to  Cambridge, 
with  the- men  they  had  inlifted^  and  part  of  the  cannon 
and  ftores  to  be  removed  to  fome^diftance  for  fecurity ; 
and  breaft  works  to  be  erefted  at  different  places,,  to 
prevent,  the  enemy's  palnng  into  the  country  from  Bof- 
ton neck,  and  to  ^  annoy  them  if  they  croffed  the  riv^r 
:;  C  3  and 
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^hd  advanced  thr^t^h  Charleftown,  w  if  they  attempted 
going  by  water  to  Medford.  The  Maflachufctts  congrcfs 
eoncluded  on  difarming  the  difaffefted  inhabitants  j  and 
that  no  perfbn  fhould  move  with  his  efFcfts  out  of  the 
Colony,  unlefs  leave  was  granted. 
ii*  They  refolved  upon  a  letter  to  the  eaftern  tribe  of  In- 
dians, to  fecure  their  friendlhip,  and  engage  them  on 
tiie  fide  of  the  colonics,  and  propofed  to  raife  a  com- 
pany of  them  to  ferve  in  the  war.  Four  days  after,  the 
committee  of  fafcty  voted,  tKat  captain  John  Lane  have 
inlifting  papers  for  raifing  fuch  company.  The  pro- 
vincials reprobate  in  the  bittereft  terms,  the  idea  of  the 
Indians  being  employed  by  the  miniftry  againft  them- 
.felves;  lb  that  there  is  a  fceming  inconfiftency  in  their 
attempting  to  engage  them  againft  the  Britifh  troops* 
But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  Indians  will  proba- 
bly take  part  with  the  one  fide  or  the  other  5  for  through 
a  reftlefs  warlike  temper,  they  are  not  in  common  dif- 
pofed  to  obferve  a  neutrality  5  and  that  there  is  a  wide 
difference  between  employing  them  againft  armed  fol- 
diers,  and  letting  them  loofe  upon  defencelefs  fettlers^ 
men,  women  and  children. 

Skirmifhes  were  occafioned  at  different  times  and 
places,  by  the  attempts  of  each  party  to  carry  off  ftock 
from  rfie  fmall  iflarids,  with  which  thjc  bay  of  Bof^ 
ton  is  agreeably  interfperfed,  and  afforded  the  mixt 
J^ftacle  of  fhips  boats  and  noen  engaged  by  Itod 
and  water.  Thefe  fmall  engagements  were  not 
trifling  m  dieir  confequences.  The  advantage  was 
generally  on  the  fide  of  the  Americans,  \rfii?h  elat^ 
their  fpirits.  They  alfo  learnt  fiom  them  to  face 
danger,  and  to  run  hazard;  j  ^  it  is  by  being  habir 

tM^ted 
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tuated  to  riiefc,  that  probaWy  the  greatcft  quantum  ^t 
Courage  is  acquired.  Frequent  ikirmifhes  are  good  pre- 
paratives, by  which  to  qualify  raw  fpldiers  to  fight  as. 
veterans  in  fet  batdes. 

Two  floops,   and  an  armed  fchooner  with  Ibldier*,-  tu 
failed  to  Grape  Ifland  to  get  hay.     The  provinciak  fol-, 
low^  them  as  foon  as  the  dde  admitted,  drove  theax 
oflFT>y  their  approach^  burnt  all  the  hay,  about  eighty, 
ton,  and  brought  off  the  catde  from  the  ifland. 

A  committee  having  been  appointed  to  inquire  what  h» 
was  theftock  of  powder  in  certain  towns*  reported,  that 
in  thirty-nine  towns  in  Suffolk,  Eflfex,  Middiefex,  Ply- 
mouth and  Worcefter,  there  were  67  i  barrels.  The  reft  of 
the  towns  in  the  cobny  had  none  worth  mentioning*  How 
painful  a  circumfbmct,  the  fmall  quantity  of  powder, 
to  thofe  Americans,  who  have  any  idea  of  the  great 
coniumption  which  war  occafions !  The;  want  of  it  ha4 
been  fenfibly  felt  for  fomc  time  j  and  therefore,  befid^ 
At  adoption  of  otiier  meafures,  orders  were  given 
for  the  importation  of  that,  aftd  other  nnilitary  ftoresi 
but  it  m\3&:  be  long  before  they  can  be  procured  in  this 
way,  fhouM  they  come  lafe. 

The  Cerberus  arrived  at  Bofton  with  the  three  gene-  2^. 
hds>  Howe,  Clinton,  and  Burgoyne.  They  were  fo 
afTured  in  their  own  tniftaken  apprehenfions,  that  there 
would  be  no  occafion  to  draw  the  fword  in  fupport  of 
minifterial  meafures,  that  they  had  prepared  to  amufe 
themfelves  with  fifhing  and  other  diverfions,  inftead  of 
expefting  to  be  engaged  in  military  fervice.  They 
were  aftoniihed  at.  the  iituation  of  affairs,  and  when  in 
company  with  generals  Gage  and  Haldiman,  afked  how 
the  {orti^  happened.     General  Haldiman  anfwered^  ^^  I 

C  4  knew 


24:  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

knew  nothing  about  it,  till  the  barber  came  in  to  fliavc 
me,  and  faid,  that  the  troops  were  gone  out  and  that  they 
had  bpen  fighting,  I  did  not  choofe  that  he  fliould 
know  I  got  my  information  from  him.  I  therefore 
called  my  footman,  and  fent  him  out  upon  a  frivolous 
errand,  well  knowing,  that  if  there  was  any  truth  in 
what  the  barber  reported,  he  would  bring,  me  word  of 
i^  which  he  did-  In  this  way  I  became  acquainted 
with  what  had  happened/'  The  newly  arrived'generaU 
declared  their  furprife  in  the  fignificant  looks  which  fol- 
k)wed  this  relation  from  the  fecond  in  command. 
May  About  fix  hundred  of  the  Maffachufetts  and  New 
^7*  Hampftiire  forces  were  employed  to  bring  off  the  ftock 
from  Hog  Ifland  and  Noddles  Ifland,  which  li^  conti-5 
guous:  the  intervening  paffage  is  fordable  at  certain 
times  of  the  tide.  A  party  went  on  and  fired  the  haj^ 
and  l)arn  on  Noddles  Ifland,  on  which  a  numbei:  of 
marines  crofled  from  Bofton;  and,  upon  .the  pro- 
vincials retreating  to  Hog  Ifland,  were  decoyed  dowQ 
to  the  water  fide,  when  a  hot  aftion  commenced,  which 
did  not  clofe  with  the  day,  The  king's  troops,  amount- 
ed to  fome  hundreds,  and  were  fuppgrt^d  by  an  armed 
fchooner  of  four  fix  pounders  and  twelve  fwivels,  <^  an 
armed  floop,  and  the  barges  all  fixed  with  fwiyels,  The 
provincials  were  commanded  by  general  Putnam.  Dr. 
'Warren's  zeal  and  courage  would  not  admit  of  his  rcr 
maining  at  a  diftance:  upon  hearing  what  was  going 
forward,  he  repaired  to  the  fpot  to  encourage  the  men. 
They  had  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  well  fervr 
ed,  and  did  confiderable  execution.  The  night  w«^ 
very  dark,  but  the  adion  continued  all  through  it.  Tor 
yrard  mprning  thcfcKopner  got  agrpund  upon .Winn^- 

-    fimme; 
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fimmet  ferry  ways ;  the  BritUh  were  obliged  to  aban- . 
don  her>  and  the  provincials  boarded,  and  after 
ftripping  her  of  every  thing  valuable,  fet  her  on  fire. 
They  Ipft  not  a  man,  and  had  only  three  wounded,  not 
one  mortally.  The  regulars  were  faid  to  have  fufFered 
very  much,  not  to  have  Jiad  leis  than  two  hundred  killed 
and  wounded. ..  The  lofs  was,  probably,  greatly  exag- 
gerated: that,  however,  had  a  good  effed  on  the 
provincials.  The  affair  was  matter  of  no  fmall  triumph 
{o  them,  and  they  felt,  upon  the  occafion,  more  eou-  ' 
rageous  than  ever. 

.    The  provincials  went  afrefh  on  Noddles  Ifland,  and  30. 
burnt  the  manfion  hoiife,  which  anfwered  no  good  pur- 
pofe  whatever.     But  there  are  too  many,  who  deftroy 
property  merely  becaufe  of  its  having  belonged,  or  being 
fuppoied  to  belong  to  thofe  Americans,  who  have  taken 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion  in  the  prefent  contro- 
verfy.     The  ftock,  confifting  of  between  five  and  fix 
hundred  flieep  and  lambs,  twenty  head  of  cattle,  befides 
horfes,  was  taken  off  by  them  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
The  next  day  five  hundred  (heep  and  thirty  head  of  cattle 
were  removed  off  Pettick's  Ifland  by  a  party  under  co- 
loqel  Robinfon.      On  the  night  of  June  the  fecond,  janc 
eight  hundred  ftie^  and  lambs,  together  with  a  number  ^ 
of  cattle.  Were  carried  oflf  Deer  Ifland  by  a  corps  of  pro- 
vincials, under  major  Greaton. 

The  agreement  with  general  Gage,  relative  to  the 
inhabitants  leaving  the  town  of  Bofton,  was  well  obferved 
in  the  beginning ;  and  their  requeft  was  granted,  with 
the  approbation  of  all.  But  after  a  fliort  time,  they 
were  detained  upOn  the  plea,  that  perfons  going  from 
thence  for  the  goods  of  thofe  who  chofe  to  abide  there  wefc 

not 
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not  properly  treated.  Theonabairaffitientsafid  dckfiwhkH: 
die  inh^itants  had  to  contend  with,  induced  the  provSK 
cial  GOfigrcfs  to  order  the  fending  of  a  letter  to  gencrsA 
Gage,  to  rcmonftrate  with  him  upon  the  fubjeft.  Tht 
letter  however  did  not  anfwer.  The  truth  is,  after  a 
ifiumber  were  allowed  to  depart^  great  clamors  were 
raifcd.  Such  perfons  as  were,  or  pretended  to  be  wcU 
irffefted  to  the  Britifh  government,  alleged  that  none 
but  the  ill-inclined  were  for  removing,  and  that  when 
thcjr  Were  fafe  mth  their  effefts,  the  town  would  he  fet 
on  fire.  A  demur  foon  afterward  arofe  about  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  effeffsy  whether  merchandife  was  in- 
cluded; and  the  general,  being  fenfible,  that  the  per- 
mitting articles  of  that  kind  to  be  carried  out^  might 
ftrengthen  the  Americans  in  their  refiftancei  would  not 
admit  of  their  removal.  This  proved  a  hardlhip 
to  many'  who  quitted  the  town,  as  it  deprived  them 
of  the  refource  for  living  in  their  accuftomed  af- 
fiuence.  In  a  variety  of  inftances,  the  paffports  were 
fo  conduced,  that  families  were  cruelly  divided  5 
wives  were  Separated  from  their  hirfbands;  children 
from  their  parents ;  the  aged  and  the  fick  from  their 
relations  ind  friends,  who  wiflied  to  attend  and 
comfort  them.  The  general  was  very  averfe  to  the 
allowfeg  of  women  and  children  to  leave  Bofton,  think*- 
ing  they  contributed  to  the  fafety  of  the  place,  and  prc- 
*vcnted  his  being  attacked ;  but  of  diat  no  real  danger 
j«afte4  notwithftanding  the  high  tone  of  Ae  peo^ 
-without,  and  the  intimations  of  fome  within  the  tor^n. 
Numbers  of  the  poor  and  helpkfs  were  hdwft^^r 
fcnt  oat,  and  fevcral  of  them  infcded  with,  or  not  feHy 

rccovefcd 


AKHtlCHN      R8V0f.UTI0N.  iTf 

recovered  from  the  fmaIl-pox>  by  which  mean  the  pro* 
vincials  were  great!' end^mgered* 

Thefe  were  empbycdin  coikdking  their  force,  frpm  cvcrft 
quarter,  with  all  polfibk  difpatch^  which  could  not  be  dif> 
penied  with,  cOiOfideriiig  the  reinfiH'ceinenu  which  had 
arrived,  and  were  arriving  at  Bofboo*  But  they  wiere  3. 
diftreffed  for  want  of  money ;  and  a  letter  was  difpatchcd, 
by  the  Maffachufetts  congr^fs^  to  their  receiver  general^ 
upon  the  abfolute  necelfity  of  paying  the  cdony  forces 
imnaediately,  and  direfting  his  attendance  forthwith  1 
and  a;fo  acquainting  him^  that  a  gentleman  at  Salem 
had  375 1.  fterling,  which  he  was  willing  to  lend  the  pro* 
vince,  and  which  would  be  of  the  utmoft  impc«tance  t0 
pay  direftly  to  the  foldicrs,  and  might  prevent  the  greateft 
mifchiefs.  The  want  of  cafh  obliged  them  to  have  a 
recourfe  to  province  notes,  which  they  ftruck  off  night 
and  day,  for  the  advance  pay  of  the  men  who  had  in- 
lifted. 

They  were  better  off  as  to  provifion,-  and  eftabliihed  i^ 
a  too  plentiful  allowance,  beyond  what  the  trec^s  could 
expend.  By  the  general  return  of  the  army  at  Cam- 
bridge, it  amounted  on  the  ninth  to  1581  officers,  com*- 
miflioned  and  non-^commiOTumed,  fergeants,  &c.  and 
6063  privates,  in  all  7644.  But  fuch  was  the  want  of 
regularity,  that  no  dependence  could  be  liad  upon  its  ex-. 
aftnefs.  The  number  of  privates  was  p-obably  much 
^gravated.  Too  many  of  the  ofEcers  did  not  lcru|A5 
to  make  falfe  returns  for  their  own  emolument.  The 
large  proportion  of  them  Ihowa  that  the  regiments  were 
fsix  fit>m  being  full,  or  were  much  over-officered.  Seve^ 
lal  oi  the  Maffachufctts  officers  are  miferable  tools,  and 
jfx&  b?  discarded  fooaer  or  U(er,    It  is  owing  to  their 

having 
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Gnxttt£,  or  aftually  taken  from  k,  you  may  depend 
i3poh  as  genuine^  and  faithfully  copied. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  behayed  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  of 
tfcc  public  as  judge  of  probates.  He  was  ready  to  afllft, 
in  a  moft  obliging  manner,  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
with  his  advice,  whenever  their  bufinefs  called  them  be- 
fore him.  As  chief  juftice  he  was  not  exceptionable, 
cwiiy  when  he  fupportcd  the  c«iufe  of  government  againft 
the  claims  of  die  people.  When  in  the  chair  of  the  firft 
itiagiftrate,  his  appointments  to  different  offices  were 
generally  of  men  weU<|aaUfied  for  difcharging  the  dutiei 
€>f  d*e  fame,  though  rt^ftly  fupporters  of  governnr^nt: 
he  was  ftdvifed  by  a  Britifti  nival  officer  to  fecure  Meff. 
Hancock  and  S.  Adamis  by  promoting  them ;  but  re- 
plied, that  though  fuch  a  fchemc  might  anfwer  in  regard 
to  Mr.  H.  it  would  not  as  to  Mr.  A.  for  it  would  be 
only  giving  him  nriore  power  to  aid  him  in  his  oppofi- 
tion,  and  that  he  Ihould  not  be  able  afterward  to  remove 
him.  Under  the  charter  tlie  governor  cannot  remove 
from  offices  without  the  confent  of  the  council;  and 
Mr.  HutcWnfon  knew  that  Mr.  S.  Adams's  intereft  ill 
the  Council  would  be  greater  than  his  own.  He  was 
'  tifed  to  profefs  the  warmeft  attachment  to  the  good  of 
his  native  colony,  and  that  he  was  ever  aiming  to  pro^ 
mote  its  happinefs ;  and  would  frequenriy  Ihow  the  let* 
icrs  he  had  written  about  the  time  of  the  ftamp-aft,  frt 
Of^fition  to  that  mealurc.  He  ingratiated  himfelf  by 
his  free,  familiar,  and  condefcending  intercourfc  with  the 
common  people,  wliom  he  would  join,  walk  and  con- 
wrfe  with,  in  his  way,  from  the  meeting  to  his  feat. 
On  thefe  accounts  he  had  a  number  of  friends  and  advo- 
cates^ who  thought  highly  of  him  5  but  fmcc  the  difco^ 
5  very 
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refiftaace  from  the  boafting  fons  of  libert}^  whofc  cou- 
rage would  certainly  fiul  them  when  put  to  the  trial,  have 
been  authenticated  beyond  the  poffibility  of  a  denial. 

When  he  quitted  the  province,  all  his  furniture  was 
left  behind  in  his  feat  at  Milton.  After  the  Lexington 
engagement,  the  committee  of  the  town  removed  it,  in 
order  to  fave  it  from  being  totally  ruined.  Mr.  Samuel 
Henftiaw  *,  defxrous  of  feeing  how  the  houfe  looked, 
when  ftript  of  all  the  furniture,  repaired  thither  with  the 
gentleman  who  had  the  key.  He  went  at  length  up 
into  a  dark  garret,  where  he  difcovered  an  old  trunks 
which  he  was  told  was  left  behind,  as  it  ccKitained 
nothing  but  a  parcel  of  ufelels  papers.  Curioftty  led 
him  to  examine  themj  when  he  foon  difcovered  ^  Ifttef 
book  of  Mr.  Hutdbinfon's,  which  he  fecured,  and 
then  pofled  away  to  Dr,  Warren,  to  whoni  he  related 
what  had  happened ;  on  which  an  order  was  foon  fcnt 
to  general  Thomas  at  Roxbury,  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of 
the  trunk.  It  was  brought  to  his  quarters  :  and  there, 
through  the  imprudent  exultations  of  fome  about  the 
general,  the  contents  were  too  often  expofed  to  pcrfpni 
relbrting  thither,  and  fome  fingle  letters  conveyed  away : 
one  for  the  public  good,  it  being  thought  that  if  the 
fame  was  generally  known,  it  might  be  of  diflervice  in  the 
prefent  moment,^  as  it  had  not  a  fayorable  afpe<5k^upoa 
the  flaunch  patriotifm  of  Mr.  Hancock.  The  letter 
books  and  other  papers  were  afterward  taken  proper  care 
of  i  and  have  been  fubmiued  to  my  infpeftion.  Manjf 
of  his  letters,  befide  what  have  already  appeared,  wiU 
be  printed :  thofe  you  meet  with  as  his,  in  the  Bdfton 

♦  Since  colleftor  of  impoft  and  excife  for  the  county  of  SufFoUc 
in  the  Mafiachufotts,  ,   j 

i  Gazette, 
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a  negotiation^  in  order  to  accommodate  the  unhappy 
diiputcs  fubfifting  between  Great  Britain  and  thefe  colo- 
nies, and- that  this  be.  made  a  part  of  the  petition  Co 
the  king." — Afterward  "  That  the  militia  of  New  York 
be  armed  and  trained,  and  in  conftant  readinefs  to  adl 
as  a  monhent's  warning."  : 

Mn  Dickinlon,  the  author  of  the  farmer's  letters,  is 
'  BOW  a  member  of  congrefs  for  Pennfylvania.  His  heart 
was  much  engaged  in  bringing  about  a  reconciliatiou, 
and  he  labored  hard  in  procuring  a  fecond  petitbn  to 
the  king;  but  it  was  oppofed  by  feveral,  and  occasioned 
ftrong  debates  for  fome  days.  However  for  the  fake  of 
congreffional  harmony  it  was  at  length  unanimoufly  agreed 
to;  as  they  that  oppofed  it  had  not  the  feaft  idea  of  its 
proving  effedhial,  from  a  full  perfuafion  that  the  firitifc 
roiniftry  would  be  fo  irritated,  by  what  had  happendi 
on  April  the  nineteenth,  as  to  rejedt  all  tenders-fli^rt  €>f 
full  fubmiflion.  Thefe  neverthekfs  declined  voting,  that 
meafures  for  a  negotiation  fhould  make  a  part  of  the 
petition.  Since  the  Lexington  engagement,  many  of 
the  New  Englanders  believe,  that  the  conteft  muft  end 
in  abfolute  flavery  or  real  independence. 

Congrefs  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Canadians,  ftiling  them 
^  the  opprejfed  inhabitants  of  Canada^  and  themfelves  fneriis 
and  countrymen.  It  was  defigned  to  perfuade  them^  duit 
their  prefent  form  of  government  is  a  form  of  tyranny, 
and  that-they,  their  wives  and  children,  are  maidc  flavcs ; 
to  prevent  their  taking  a  part  againft  the  colonies  in  .the 
prefent  conteft  jiind  to  procure  a  tinion  of  aU  in  defence 
of  common  liberty. 

/•  ■  ■    * 
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It  was  refolved,  "  That  no  provifions  of  any  kind  bcJ"°* 
flirniflied  or  fbpplied  to  or  for  the  ufc  of  the  Britifh 
army  or  navy,   in  the  Maflachufetts-bay,   or  of  aay 
traniport." 

-  Gongrefs,  for  the  firft  tinie,  ftiled  the  colonics  TH?  7* 
TWELVE  UNITED  COLONIES,  in  a  refolve, 
"  That  Thurfday  the  20th  of  July,  be  obferved  through- 
out the  twelve  united  colonies,  as  a  day  of  humiliation, 
fafting  and  prayer.  From  henceforward  the  unifed  coh^ 
mes  will  come  into  life. 

Major  Skeen  (the  father)  of  Skecnfborough,  with  s» 
other  officers,  upon  their  arriving  the  evenipg  before  at 
Philadelphia,  in  a  veffcl  from^London,  were  taken  into 
cuftody*  Congrefs  being  informed  of  it,  and  that  the 
(aid  Skeen  had  been  lately  appointed  governor  of  the 
forts  of  Tyconderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and  had  de- 
clared that  ,he  was  authorized  to  raife  a  regiment  in 
Amoica ;  they  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  his 
papers,  as  alfo  thofe  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  regulars. 

They,  having  been  applied  to,  by  a  letter  of  May  1 6th,  9» 
from  the  Maffaohufetts  convention,  for  their  explicit  ad- 
vice, refolved,  "  That  no  obedience  being  due  to  the 
aft  of  parliament  for  altering  the  charter  of  the  colony 
of  Maflachufetts-bay,  nor  to  a  governor  or  lieutenant 
governor  who  will  not  obferve  the  direftions  of,  but 
endeavour  to  fubvert  that  charter,  the  governor  an4 
lieutenant  governor  of  that  colony  are  to  be  confidercd 
as  abfent,  and  their  offices  vacant;  and  as  there  is  no 
council  there,  and  the  inconveniencies  arifmg  from  the 
fulpenfion  of  the  powers  of  government  are  intolerable; 
that,  in  order  to  conform  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  fpirit 
and  fubftance  of  the  charter,  it  be  recommended  to  the 
•provincial  convention  to  write  letters  to  the  inhabitants 
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of  the  feveral  places,  entided  to  reprefentatkMi  in  aflfem- 
bly,  requefting  them  to  choofe  fuch  rcprefentatives  5  and 
that  the  affembly,  when  chofen,  do  eledt  counfellors; 
and  that  fuch  affembly  or  council  exercife  the  powers  of 
.  gevcmment,  until  a  governor  of  his  majefly's  appcwnt- 
ment  will  confent  to  govern  the  colony  according  to  its 
charter." 

10.  It  was  recomniended  to  the  united  colonies  to  colleft 
falt-pctre  and  fuljAur,  and  to  nrianufadhire  the  fame  into 
gun-powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

I A  Cor^efs  agreed  to  the  refc4utions  of  the  committee  of 
tJte  whole  houfe,  "  That  fix  companies  of  expat  rifle- 
ititn  be  immediately  raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  two  in 
Marylandj  and  two  in  Virginia  5  and  that  each  com^ 
j^ahyj  tbttfifting  of  fixty-eight  privates,  bcfide  ofecers, 
matcii  as  foon  as  completed,  and  join  the  army  near 
Boftoh,  to  be  there  employed  as  light  infantry /V 

\Fhey  JyrOceeded  to  clioofe  by  balbt  a  general  to  com- 
mand  all  the  continental  forces,  and  George  Wujhingtm 
efq;  '^'tts  xmanimoufly  elefted. 

16.  The  prefident  infcM-med  him  of  the  choice  which  the 
cfongrefs  had  made,  and  of  their  requefting  his  accept- 
ing of  that  trnployn^nt.  Colonel  Waftiington,  ftand- 
Jhng  in  his  place,  ahfwered, 

«  Mr.  Freftdent, 
'  **^  Though  I  ath  truly  fenfible  erf"  the^high  honor  done 
tii'e  in  Ah  appointment,  yet  I  feel  gre^  diftrefs  from  M 
tbnftioufiitft,  that  i^y  aMities  and  ftiSitafy  expferi^efc 
may  ntit  br  equal  to  the  extenfive  and  impcMtant  tfttft. 
t^c«re!^^er,  asthe  corngrefs  defire  it,  I  wiB  eWter  «pdti 
the  mbmtiPitdus  duty,  and  exert  every  power  I  poflefi  in 
]their  .fervicje,.  and  for*  the*  ftipport  of  die  g^orio^rs  oaiife» 

«  l^e« 
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^  I  beg  they  will  accept  my  010ft  cordial  thaojcs  for  thi$ 
diftinguilhed  teftimopy  of  their  approbation* 

"  But,  Jcft  fome  uoUicky  event  flaiovld  Jwppeoija- 
favorabie  to  my  reputationi  I  beg  it  rnay  be  refiiem«» 
bered.by  tvery  gentleman  in  the  room^  thac  I  this  day 
declare,  with  the  utmofl  lincerity,  I  dp  not  diink  my* 
&}£  equal  to  the  command  I  am  honored  with. 

"  As  uo  pay^  Sir^  I  beg  leave  to  aflure  the  congre/9^ 
(hat  as  xio  .pecuniary  conTiderttion  could  have  oempteci 
me  to  accept  this  arduous  employment,  at  &e  expence 
of  my  domeftic  eafe  and  happinefs,  I  do  ikx  "wiih  tt 
make  any  profit  from  it.  I  will  keep  an  exa^  ikxouoC 
of  my  expenqes.  Tbpfe^  I  doubt  not;,  they  will  difc 
charge,  aod  that  is  aU  I  defire." 
.  The  <;<^onel  did  not  aipirc  to  the  honor  Of  com^ 
rpandii^  the  army ;  he  was  even  folicicous  to  avoid  it, 
upon  an  apprdtenfion  of  his  inadequacy  to  the  imports 
ance  .of  ll\e  fervice.  The  partiality  of  CQri^e6  jhow-^ 
ever,  affifted  by  a  political  mctive^  rendered  his  reafcoi 
unavailiiig ;  and  l^d  him  to  ^'  launch  mto  a  wide  and  et^ 
tenfive  ;fieldi  too  hundlefs  /<?r '  hi^  abiHties^  wd  far^  very 
far  h^ond  his  experience^''  as  his  prevailing  modcfly  in-^ 
duced  him  to  exprefs  himfelf. .  He  is  dawtlefe,  fu5liv«^ 
attentive  to  bufinefs,  temperate,  humaniC,  fortoed  for 
gaining  and  fecuring  the  afFe<5tions  of  pfiiceps  m^  firfdi*- 
ers,  fer  from  haughty  and  fupercilious,  thou^  oatur 
ndly  refcrved  s  which  is  a  quality  that  may  fecure  JMtt 
from  anfwering,  without  offending,  mwy  tnofsroper 
queflions,  thait  the  New  Englanders  will  be  likely  to  aflc, 
far  they  are  amazbgly  addifted  to  inquifitiveneli :  this 
is  greatfy  owing  to  the  equality  that  prevails  among 
dbem,  and  Jeads  them  into  thofe  mutual  freedoms,  whici|pi 
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Aire  cenfured  in  places  where  diftin(95on  in  fortune  and 
rank  are  far  more  prevalent  and  di(proportioned.     The 
perfonal  appearance  of  the  colonel  is  noble   and  en- 
gaging.    He  certainly  poflefles  ftrong  powers  of  midd, 
Which  will  tend  much  to  fupply,  in  a  fhort  feafon,  any 
prefent  -deficiencies,   that  the  want  of  more  extenfive 
reading,  and  of  more  praftical  knowledge  in  miHtary 
blatters,  may  inevitably  occafion.     His  days  have  been 
fpent  in  America,   aiid  he  has  had  little  opportunity 
of  feeing  fervice*     As  you  have  already  been  informed, 
in  1755  he  prevented  the  total  ruin  of  the  Britifh  troops 
.    after  general  Braddock's  defeat,  by  covering  their  retreat 
with  his  rangers :  but  he  his  never  beenaccufkomed  to 
the  command  of  a  regular  regiment,  to  which  is  to  be  im- 
puted his  faying  to  the  volunteers  he  lately  commanded  in 
y  irginia,  that  a  gun  and  a  good  fword  or  hanger  was  all 
the  foldier  wanted,  without  mentioning  a  word  of  the 
bayonet-i^it  was  all  that  the  ranger  wanted.     When  the 
lafE  French  war  was  clofed,  the  ceffions  made  to  Britain 
in  thefe  American  regions,  cut  off  all  expeftation  of 
future  hoftile  armies  in  the  country ;  and  made  the  pro- 
feffed  ftudy  of  the  arts  of  war  fuperfluous  to  a  perfon 
inclined  to  the  pleafures  of  a  plantation. 
•     Though  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  whom  you  well 
remember  when  at  London,  inferted  the  following  note 
in  a  fermon  of  his  on  fome  fpecial  occafion,  "  I  may 
.point  out  to  the  public  that  heroic  youth  colonel  Walh- 
ington,  whom  I  cannot  but  hope  Providence  has  hitherto 
preferved  in  fo  fignal  a  manner  for  fome  important  fer- 
vice  to  his  country  :"  yet  as  no  human  knowledge  could, 
at  that  period,  fathom  the  events  of  the  prefent  day, 
mvd  as  there  was  no  evidence  of  its  being^  in  any  degree 
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pK>pKcti(r,  it  Can  be  afcribcd  only  to  the  admiration  thif 
author  felt  while  contemplating  the  charaflier  erf"  the 
coloneL  But  his  being  a  pcrfbn  of  ftrift  honOi*  ind. 
probity,  was  undoubtedly  a  main  reafon  with  congfefs 
for  eleding  him  to  tlwf  chief  command  of  the  American 
army.  They  are  folly  perfuadcd  of  his  patriotifm,'  thit 
it'is  not  pretended ;  that  -he will  not  betray  the  caufe 
of  the  united  colonies  5  that -he  will  not4avi(h  aMJ" 
thofe  fcanty  fupplies,  which  call  for  the  greateft  oeco- 
iiomyj  that  he  will  never  prey  upoA  the  Vitals  of  his 
country  to  enrich  himfelf,  nor  countenance  others  in 
doing  it  5  that  while  he  is  intruded  with  the  power  off 
the  fword,  he  will  pay  a  facred  regard  to  the  civil  rights 
of  his  fellow  fubjefts ;  and  that  he  will  tiot  add  need- 
iefs  barbarity  to  the  unavoidable  horrors  and  calamities 
of  war.  He  does  not  underftand  French ;  the  know- 
ledge of  which  many  will  view  as  an  important  accotri- 
plifhment,  efpecially  Ihould  the  continuance  of  the  prc- 
fent  rupture  make  the  aid  of  France  hereafter  a  dc- 
iirable  acquifition.  But  fbould  the  times  ever  induce 
French^  adventurers  to  repair  in  fhoals  to  head  quarters, 
he  may  blefs  his  ignorance  for  fectiring  him  from  many 
impertinent,  long,  and  tirefome  applications  of  military 
men,  of  no  eminence  and  litde  worth,  mere  foldiers  of 
fortune,  who  are  after  rank  and  riches,  both  of  which 
the  united  colonies  Ihould  deal  out  with  a  parfimonious 
hand,  in  accommodation  to  their  own  circumftances'. 
He  entered  on  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age  the  i  ith 
of  laft  February.  You  will  wifli  to  know  the  political 
motivcy  which  may  have  fwayed '  colonel  V/afhington. 
You  muft  not  look  for  it  in  any  fuppofed  riegledl  on -Che 
part  of  the  Britifh  government,  after  he  had  done  them 
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fiidi  «Enilitrtt  fei^icc  ift  cdvering  the  retreat  o(  their 
firtopiin  1755.    This  may  be  infinuited  to  lefien  ius 
dMra£i6c    But  ddd  be  even  think  himfelf  (li^ed  at 
1i»  time,  he  wduld  ftarce  have  remembered  it,  much 
k&  have  hart)our^  any  rcfenttaent  xnptti  the  occafion, 
ft^  twenty  years  together.     The  pliticd  moiive  muft 
tertiunly  hare  been  of  another  nature.    It  was  probably 
compkau    A  coibmon  dangisr  has  united  the  colonies  ^ 
but  4aas  not  eradicated  all  the  jealoulies  that  before  ex- 
ifted  among  them.    New  York,  FennfylTanis^  and  the 
colonies  to  the  fouthward,  have  not  fuch  confidence  in 
the  Maflachufetts^'bay,   as  to  admit  that  one  of  their 
own  natives  Ihould  be  the  commander  in  chief.    There 
is  too  great  a  nationality  among  the  Bay-men :  fuch  a 
one  might  be  unduly  p-ejudked  in  favor  of  his  oWn 
colony*    Befide,  colonel  Wafhington  and  the  other  co-- 
loniits  were  in  purfuit  of  an  honorabie  accbnmiodatiofi, 
^and  had  not  the  nnoft  diftant  thought  of  feparacing  fix»n 
Great  Britain.    They  could  not  be  certain>  wfeatercr 
was  the  caiib  at  preient,  that  the  Maffachufetts  would  not 
ihortly  aim(  at  a  feparatioH:  it  was  then  a  matter  of 
confequence  who  headed  the  army.    Whatever  fonne  of 
the  Maffachufetts  dek^ates  might  wifh  in  their  hearts, 
they  perceived  the  neceflity  of  accommodating  them- 
fclves  to  the  inclinations  of  others,  at  fuch  a  crifis  j  sokI 
hcDce  die  unanimity  with  which  colonel  Wafllington  has 
been  elefted  j  for  though  it  was  by  ballot,  it  was  n* 
without  pre-concerted  counfcl, 

'  A  draught  of  general  Waflbington's  commiflion  was 
^eed  to,  and  prdered  to  be  fairly  tranfcribed,  figned 
ai^  delivered  to  him.  After  which  the  congrcfs  de- 
daredi  that  they  w<Mi4  m^pttain^  and  affif]:,  and  adhere 
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tohim>  with  their  lives  and  fortuities,  in  the^iti^inteiKiiicQ 
and  prcfervation  of  American  liberty.  They  then  jro^  ' 
ceeded  to  chpofe  by  ballot  Artemas  Ward  «^i  firft  major 
general,  Horatio  Gates  adjutant  general,  ^d  Charlei 
Lee  cfqj  fecond  major  general.  Two  d^s  after,  they 
dioie  Philip  Schuyler  efq;  third  major  geni^ral,  and  Ifrael' 
Putnam  efq;  unanimouDy  fourth  major  general. 

Having  attended  to  the  procecdinga  of  the  general 
congreis,  down  to  the  choice  of  their  firft  officers  to 
ccjmmand  the  continental  army,  let  Us  return  to  the  • 
Ma0achufetts. 

The  committee  of  fafety,  having  received,  various  June 
accounts  of  the  movements  of  general  Ga^'s  army,  and  '^' 
of  his  intention  foon  to  make  an  attempt  to  penetrate 
into  the  country,  recommended  to  the  cpngrcfs  the  or- 
dering of  all  the  militia  to  hold  thennfelves  in  readinefi 
te  oiarch  pn  the  fhprteft  notice;  and  to  the  council  of 
war,  the  na^ptaining  pf  Bunker's  hill  by  a  fufficient 
force  ppftfd  iher^n,  and  the  taking  of  fuch  fteps  re- 
fp^ding  pprchefter  neck  as  to  them  fhould  appear  to 
be  for  the  feeurity  of  the  colony.  Bunker's  hill  is  juft 
at  die  entrance  of  the  peninfula  of  Charleftown,  and  is 
eonfiderably  high  and  Urge. 

Orders  were  iffuedi  that  a  detachment  of  a  thoufand  i6* 
mw,  under  colonel  William  Prefcott,  do  march  at 
^ening  and  intrench  upon  the  hiU,  By  fomc  miftake 
9re/ed'$  hill,  high  and  largg  like  the  other,  but  fituated 
pn  th^  furtheft  part  of  the  peninfula  next  to  Bofton, 
was  markfid  out  for  the  intrenchment  inftead  of  Bunker's* 
Thfi  provincials  proceeded  therefore  to  Breed's  hill;  but 
were  pr^ven^f^  goiwg  to  work  till  near  twelve  o'clock  at 
nigbtj  wh^U  they  purfued  then-  hufinefs  with  the  utmoft 
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diligchce  and  alacrity,  fo  tjn^t  by  the  dawn  of  dky  they 
had  thrown  up  a  (mall  redoubt,  about  eight  rods  Iquare.  ' 
Such  was  the  ektraordinary  filence  which  reigned  among 
Aem,  that  thcyivere  not  heard  by  the  Britifti  on  board 
their  veffel^  in  the  neighbouring  waters,,    The  fight  of 
the  works  was  the  firft  notice  that  the  Lively  man  of  war 
had  of  them,  when  the  captain  began  firing  upon  them 
about  four  in  the  morning.    The  guns  called  the  town  of 
Bofton,  the  camp  and  the  fleet  to  behold  a  novelty  which  • 
was  little  expefted.  The  profpeft  obliged  theBritifh  gen«- 
rals  to  alter  the  plan  which  they  meant  to  execute  the  ne^t* 
day.'  They  grew  weaiy  of  being  cooped  up  in  Bofton;  and 
had  refolved  upon  making  themfelves  matters  of  Dor- 
chefter  heights,  and  fecuring  the  eihw  room  which  gene- 
ral Burgoyne  propofed  enjoying.     But  the  {)refent  pro- 
vincial movement  prevented  the  expedition.     They  were 
how  called  to  attempt  poffefling  themfelves  of  Breed'% 
hill :  on  which  the  provincials  continued  working,  not- 
withftanding  a' heavy  fire  from  the  enemyY  fliips,  a 
number  of  floating  batteries,  and  a  fortification  upon 
Cop\  hill  in  Bofton,  direftly  oppofite  to  the  little  Ame- 
rican redoubt.     It  is  called  Cop's  hill,  though  the  ori- 
ginal name  was  Cope's  hill,  from  the  name  of  the  firft 
bwriej:.     Ah  inceflant  ftiower  of  ftiot  and  bombs- was 
rained  by  the  batteries  upon  the  American  works,  and 
yet  but  one  man  was  killed.     The  Americans  continued 
laboring  indefatigably  till  they  had  thrown  up  a  fmall 
breaft-work,  extending  from  the  eaft  fide  of  the  redoubt 
to  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  but  were  prevented  com- 
pleting it  by  the  intolerable  fire  of  the  enemy.     By  fome 
unaccountable  error,  the  detachment  which  had  been 
working  foi:  hours^  was  neittier  relieved,  nor  fuppU^d 

with 
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with  rcfrefliment,  but  was  left  to  engage  under  diefc: 
difadvatitages. 

Between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  and  the  day  exceed-- 
ing  hotj  a  number  of  boats  and  barges}  filled  with  re- 
gular troops  fromBofton,  approach  Charleflown*  The: 
men  are  landed  at  Moreton's  point.  They  confift  of 
four  battalions,  ten  companies  of  the  grenadiers,  and 
ten  of  light  infantry,  with  a  proportion  of  field  artillery, 
but  by  fome  overfight  their  fpare  cartridges  are  much 
top  big  for  them,  fo  that  when  the  Americans  are  at 
length  forced  from  their  lines,  there  is  not  a  round  of 
artillery  cartridges  remaining.  Major  general  Howe 
and  brigadier  general  Pigot,  have  the  command.  The 
troops  form,  and  remain  in  that  pofidon,  till  joined  by 
a  fecond  detachment  of  light  infantry  and  grenadier- 
companies,  a  battalion  of  the  land  forces,  and  a  batta-j^ 
Kon  of  marines,  making  in  the  whole  near  upon  3000 
men.  Generals  Clinton  and  Burgoyne  take  their  ftand 
upon  Cop's  hill  to  obferve  and  contemplate  the  bloody 
and  deftruftive  operations  that  are  now  commencing.  The 
regulars  form  in  two  line$,  and  advance  deliberately,  fre- 
quently halting  to  give  time  for  the  artillery  to  fire,  but 
it  is  not  well'fervecl.  The  light  infantry  are  direfted  to 
force  the  kft  point  of  the  breaft-work,  and  to  take  the 
American  line  in  flank.  The  grenadiers  advance  to  at- 
tack in  front,  fupported  by  two  battalions,  while  the 
left,  under  general  Pigot,  inclines  to  the  right  of  the 
American  line.  One  or  two  of  the  continental  regi- 
ments had  been  polled  in  Charleftown^  but  afterward 
renioved  to  prevent  their  being  cut  off  by  a  fudden  at- 
tack ;  fo  that  the  Brltifh  are  not  hurt  in  the  leaft  by  any 
muflcetry  from  thence,  whatever  may  hereafter  be  pre- 
tended ; 
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tended ;  neither  do  generals  Clinton  and  Burgoyiic 
perceive  any*,  though  properly ftationed  for obferving all 
that  paffes.  General  Gage  had  for  fome  time  rcfolvcd 
upon  burning  the  town,  when  once  any  works  were 
raifed  by  the  Americans  upon  the  hills  belonging  to  kf: 
and  while  the  Britifti  are  advancing  nearer  and  nearer,  to 
tiie  attack,  orders  come  ta  Cop's  hill  for  executing  the  re- 
fbhition;  foon  aftei^a  carcals  is  difcharged,  which  fets  fire 
to  an  old  h6ufe  near  the  ferry  way  5  the  fire  fpreads,  ami 
moft  of  the  place  is  inftantly  in  flames.  The  houfes  at 
the  caftern  end  of  Charleftown  are  fired  by  men  landed 
from  the  boats.  The  regulars  derive  no  advantage  from 
the  fmoke  of  the  conflagration,  for  the  wind  fuddenly 
fhifting,  carries  it  another  way,  fo  that  they  have  not 
the  cover  of  it  in  their  approach.  The  provincials  have 
not  a  rifleman  among  them,  not  one  being  yet  arrived 
from  the  fouthward  5  nor  have  they  any  rifle  guns ;  they 
have  only  common  mulkets,  nor  are  thefe  in  general  for- 
niflied  with  bayonets;  but  then  they  are  almoft  all 
markfnnen,  being  accuftdmed  to  fporting  of  one  kind 
or  other  from  their  youth.  A  number  of  the  Malfii- 
chufetts  troops  are  in  the  redoubt,  and  the  part  of  the 
breaft-work  neareft  it.  The  left  of  the  breaft-work,  and 
the  open  ground  ftretching  beyond  its  point  to  the  water 
fide,  through  which  there  has  not  been  the  opportunity  of 
carrying  the  work,  is  occupied  partly  by  the  Maflachufetts 
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General  Burgoyne's  Letter.  +  This  rcfolation  was  afligned 

by  a  near  female  relation  of  the  general,  to  a  gentlewoman  with  whom 
ihe  had  been  acquainted  at  fchool,  as  a  reafon  why  the  other,  upon 
obtaining  a  pais  to  quit  Bofton,  (hould  not  t^iny  at  her  father^s  (Mr« 
Cary's}  houfe  in  Charlcftowf). 
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^rce$>  and  {)ardy  by  die  C(»uK&kxit,  under  capt.  Noken 
id  Afhfordj  and  (he  New  Hampfhirt  under  cdbnelStark. 
By  the  direAioa  of  the  officers,  the  troops  vpoA 
the  open  grOiund  pull  up  the  poft  and  rail  fenc^ 
aind  carrying  it  forward  to  anodier  of  the  fame  kuid^ 
and  putting  .fonie  newly  niowed  grais  between  theoi, 
form  a  flight  defence  in  fcmie  p^i  General  War- 
ren jdns  the  Mafiacbufetts  forces  in  one  place^  and 
general  Pomeroy  in  another.  General  Putnam  is  buiiiy 
engaged  in  ai<Ung  aad  encouraging^  here  and  there  as 
the  c^e  requires.  The  provincials  are  impatiently  waici* 
ing  the  attack  of  die  enemy.  What  icenes  now  offer  to 
our  View  1  Here,  a  large  and  noble  town,  confifting  of 
about  3cx>  dwelling  houfes,  and  near  upon  aoo  other 
buildings,  in  one  great  blaze,  burning  with  amazii^^ 
fury, .  being  chkfty  timber,  with  but  litde  exception. 
The  onJy  place  of  worlhip,  a  large  cotnmodious  meeting 
houfe,  by  its  a^inng  fteeple,  forms  a  pyramid  of  firt 
above  the  reft.  There,  in  Bofton,  the  fteepks,  houife^; 
and  heights,  are  covered  with  the  inhabitants,  and  thoft 
of  the  military,  whdc  duty  does  not  c^them  el^wherei 
Yonder,  the  luUs  around  the  country,  and  the  fields, 
that  afford  a  fafe  and  diftindt  view  of  die  monnentoui 
conttft,  are  occupied  by  Americans  of  all  ages  and  or- 
ders. The  firitifh  move  on  fteadily,  but  flowly,  inftcad 
of  ufing  a  qukk  ilep ;  which  gives  the  provincials  the 
advantage  of  taking  fiircr  and  cooler  aim.  Thefc  rc- 
ferve  their  fire,  till  the  regulars  come  within  ten  cr 
twehrc  rods,  when  dicy  begin  a  forious  difcharge  of  fmall 
arnas,  by  which  the  encnoy  is  arrefed,  and  which  they 
return  for  fomc  time  without  advancing  a  ftcp.  The 
ftream  of  Amcckan  fixe  is  io  inccfiant^  and  does  fuch 

execution. 
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execution,  that  the  regulars  retreat  in  diforder,  and  witft 
great  precipitation  towiafd  the!  place  of  landing,  and 
Ibnne  feek  refuge  even  in  their  boats.  The  officers  are 
feen  by  the  ipeftators  oh  the  oppofite  ^fhore,  running 
down  to  them,  ufing  the  moft  paffionatc  geftures,  and 
pufhing  them' forward  with  their  fwords.  At  length 
they  are  rallied ;  but  march  with  apparent  reluftance  up 
to  the  intrenchment.  ,  The  Americans  again  referve 
their  fire,  till  the  enemy  come  within  five  or  fix  rods; 
then  difcharge  their  well-dire6ted  jMeces,.  and  put  them 
a  fecond  time  to  flight.  Such  is  the  lofs  already 
fuftained,  that  feveral  of  the  officers  lay,  «  It  is  down- 
right butchery  to'  lead  the  men  on  afrefh  againft  the 
lines."  But  Britifh  honor  is  at  ftake :  thefe  muft 
therefore  be  carried;  General  Howe  and  the  officers 
double  their  exertions;  General  Glintxm  perceiving  how 
the  army  is  ftaggered,  paffcs  over^  without  waiting  for 
orders,  and  joins  them  in  time  to  be  of  fervice.  The . 
united  and  ftrenuous  effi^rts  of  the  difiercnt  officers  are 
again  fuccefsful,  n6twithftanding  the  men  difcover  an 
almofi:  infuperable  averfion  to  renewing  the  attack.  The 
Americans  are  in  want  of  powder,  fend  for  a  fupply, 
but  can  procure  none ;  for  there  is  but  a  barreLand  ..a 
half  in  the  magazine.  This  deficiency  difables  them 
fi-om  making  the  fariie  defence  as  before;  while  the 
Britifh  reap  a  further  advantage  by  bringing  fome  cannon 
to  bear  fo  as  to  rake  the  infide  of  the  breafl-work  from 
«nd  to  end ;  upon  which  the  provincials  retreat  within 
their  fort.  The  regular  army  now  makes  a  decifive  pufh. 
The  fire  from  the  fhips  and  batteries  and  field  artillery 
is  redoubled.  The  officers  in  the  rear  goad  on  the  fol-^ 
diers,  and  the  redoubt  is  attacked  on  threp  fides. at.Qn<;e* 
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The  provincials  are  of  neceffity  ordered  to  retrelt;  but 
they  delay,  and  keep  the  enemy  at  bay  for  fome  time  with 
the  butt  ends  of  their  mufkets,  till  the  redoubt  is  half 
filled  with  regulars- i  the  works  of  which  are  cafily 
mounted,  a  few  hours  only  having  been  employed  in 
throwing  them  tip.  , 

*  While  thefe  operations  are  going  forward  at  the  breaft- 
work  and  redoubt,  the  light  infantry  are  engaged  in  atr 
tempting  to  forces  the  left  point  of  the  former,  through 
the  Ipace  between  that  and  the  water,  that  they  may 
take  the  American  line  in  flank.  They  exhibit  repeated 
proofs  of  undaunted  courage  j  but  the  refiftance  they 
meet  with  is  as  formidable  and  fatal  as  what  their  fellow 
foldiers  experience  in  the  other  quarter.  Here  the  pro- 
vincials aUb,  by  command,  referve .  their  fire  till  the 
enemy  is  near,  and  then  pour  in  their  (hot  upon  the 
infentry  with  fuch  a  true  direftion  and  amazing  fucccfs, 
as  to  mow. them  down  in  ranks.  Some  of  them  arc 
(lightly  guarded  by  the  rail  fences  abovementioned  5  but 
others  are  quite  expofed,  and  more  than  is  needful  j  and 
the  regulars  will  have  no.  reafon  in  future  to  charge 
them  with  fighting  unfairly,  becaufe  of  their  ufing  de- 
fences, not  formed  by  military  rules,  and  workmen. 
The  engagement  between  the  two  parties  is  kept,  up 
with  great  refolution ;  but  the  well-aimed  fire  of  the 
•Americans  does  aftoni(hing  execution ;  and  the  flrenu- 
ous  exertions  of  the  regulars  cannot  compel  them  to  re- 
treat, till  they  obferve  that  their  main  body  has  left  the 
hill :  when  they  give  way,  but  with  more  regularity  than 
could  be  expefted  from  troops  who  have  been  no  longer 
under  difcipline,  and  in  general  -  never  before  faw  an 
engagement.  • 
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The  courage  and  condud  of  the  provinciaU  that  opr 
pQ^  the  light  mfyntry,  faved  their  co-patriots,  who 
were  overpowered  and  obliged  to  retreat  from  the  fort  j 
and  who  muft  otherwife  have  been  cut  ofF>  as  the  ene- 
my, but  for  fuch  c^polition,  would  have  been  inft^ntly 
tipon  the  back  of  the  redoubt.  While  thefe  brave  mei> 
were  retreating,  general  Warren  was  ihot  in  the  back 
pait  jt?f  his  head,  on  the  right  fide  * :  havii^  mechani- 
cs^ ckpt  his  hand  to  the  wound,  Jie  dropt  down 

.  The  retreti:  of  the  AiBcricans  lay  over  the  ^ck, 
whi^h  joined  the  paiL^n^la  -pf  Charleftawfi  to  the  main 
feod;  Widias  the  Gllfecrvr  man  of  war  a^  two  floating 
batterkJs  were  fo  .ftationcd  as  to  rake  every  part  of  it 
with  liieir  (hoi;,  it  was  feared  tlut  diey  would  be  cut  off 
after  dl,  but  they  retired  with  very  litde  lo{s.  The  in^ 
ce(&£kt,fire  hqpt  up  by  ^t  £hip  aiad  bttteries  acro^  die 
neck  from  the  boginnicg  of  the  cngageoaciit,  prevented 
any  co^fidiorabk.millbrceflieQis  gettinig  to  the  kill;  but 
this  was  owing  moQue  to  iJie  cowardice  of  feme  provin- 
cial  officers  than  to  4ie  eiseoution  of  die  Qkou 

The  mnnber  xrf  Americans  engaged^  including  dK)ft 
who  dared  %o  i:r^  die  oeck  ^nd  join  diem,  amounted 
only  to  fifteen  hundred ;  but  the  u^nengs^d,  who  ap- 
peared in  various  parts,  did,  by  their  different  move- 
ments, lead  noany  of  the  Bo^n  dEpedators  to  apprehend^ 
at  that  difhance,  that  they  confifted  of  fome  dioufands. 

•  Mr.  aftctwmrd  major  Winflow,  of  the  American  artillery,  {whof 
*rw  t>eifofialty  acquaiitted  with  the  general,  and  crofied  over  from 
SoftpQ  to  the  jAsux  of  adtion^  sl&st  ^e  battle*  and  narrowly  furveyei 
the  body)  related  his  Jbeisg  fo  ihot,  and  the  hand'^  beingl^loody  as  i£ 
by  the  wound. 

It 
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It  was  feared  by  the  Americans,  that  the  Brittih  troop* 
would  pufh  the  advantage  they  had  gained,  and  march 
immediately  to  hend  quarters  at  Cambridge^  about  two 
miles  diftant,  and  in  no  ftate  of  defence.  But  they  od-- 
vanced  no  further  than  to  Bunker's-hiU,  of  which  they 
poficficd  themfelvcs  ithe  night  of  their  retreat  from  Lex- 
ington ;  and  here  they  threw  up  works  for  their  owi  fe-.* 
curity.  The  provindals  did  die  fame  upon  Pro^jetQ:- 
kill  in  front  of  them,  about  half  way  to  Cambridge. 
The  apprehenfions  of  each  fide  in  regard  to  the  odicr 
^  appeared  tx)  be  fimilar*  Both  were  guiding  againft  aa 
K  a&tack,  and  in  hopes  of  preventing  it.  H«d  the  rc&Au^ 
don  of  either  kd  on  immediately  to  a  frefh  engagements 
the  day  woidd  probably  have  be^n  far  more  decifive. 
But  the  lols  of  the  pcninfula  damped  die  cowj^  of  the 
Americans,  and  the  k)is  of  mm  deprefied  the  ipidts  of 
die  Siitijli«  A  veteran  officer,  who  was  .at  the  haltkss 
of  Detdngen  and  Minden,  and  at  feveral  others  in  Ger-* 
many,  has  faid,  diat  for  the  time  the  engagement  laftedj 
and  the  number  of  men  in  it,  he  never  knew  any  thing 
equal  it.  There  was  a  continued  Iheet  of  fire  from  the 
provincials  for  near  half  an  hour,  and  the  a£tk>n  was  hot 
for  about  double  that  period.  In  this  fhort  fpace^  the 
k>6  of  the  Britifh,  according  to  general  Gage,  amounted 
to  1054,  of  whom  ii26  were  killed,  of  thefe  19  were 
commillioned  officers,  including  a  lieutenant  coloneli 
a  maj<M^,  and  7  captains ;  70  other  officers  were  wound- 
ed. Among  thofc  more  generally  regretted,  w^re  Ueu^*. 
tenant  colonel  Abercromby,  and  major  Pitcairn,  who 
cccafioned  the  firft  fliedding  of  blood  at  Lexington.  The- 
batde  of  Quebec  in  the  late  war,  with  all  its.  glory,  and 
the  vafloefs  of  the  confequences  it  produced,  was  not 
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fo  dcftruftive  to  the  Britifh  officers  as  this  afFair  of  an 
American  intrcnchment,  the  work  of  only  a  few  hours. 
Even  ^t  the  battle  of  Minden,  where  the.  Britifh  regi- 
ments fuftdned  the  force  of  the  whole  French  army  for 
a  confiderable  time,  the  riumber  of  officers  killed,  in- 
eluding  two  who  foon  died  of  their  wounds,  was  only 
13,  and  the  wounded  remaining  66  :  their  whole  lofs  in 
killed  was  291,  in  wounded  1037,  together  1328  *. 
That  the  officers  fufFered  fo,  muft  be  imputed  partly  to 
their  being  aimed  at  by  the  Americans ;  and  this  may 
account  fpr  moft  of  thofe,  who  were  near  the  peribn  of 
general  Howe,  being  flain  or  difabled.  It  was  a  won- 
der, that  the  general  himfelf  efcaped.  The  men,  ha- 
bituated to  take  light,  would  naturally  aim  at  the  offi- 
cers, without  expedting  or  waiting  for  orders,  from  an 
apprchenfion  that. much  confufion  would  follow  upon 
their  dropping.  Gage's  account  of  the  kilted  and  wound- 
ed is  largCi  but  does  not  equal  by  much  what  has  been 
given  to  one  of  the  feleftmen  of  Bofton,  remaining  in 
|:own,  by  a  fergeant  who  declared  he  had  feen  the  re- 
turns from  the  proper  perfons,  the  total  of  which  was 
1325.  The  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  the  moment 
they  prefented  themfelves,  loft  three-fourths  of  their  men, 
and  in  a  few  inftances  more.  Of  one  compahy  only 
three  or  five,  and  of  another  only  fourteen  efcaped.  A 
number  of  tories  ferved  as  volunteers,  feveral  of  whom 
were  killed.  The  unexpeded  refiftance  of  the  Ameri- 
cans cdled  forth  all  the  courage  and  exertions  of  the 
Britilh  officers,  which  did  not  fail  upon  the  occafion : 
but  whatever  commendations  they  are  entitled  to  upon 
that  account,  the  Americans  are  certainly  entided  to  a 

♦  Entick's  Hiftoiy  of  the  War  from  17J5,  Vol,  IV.  p,  ^o.  printed 
for  Mr.  Dilly. 
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|)ropcr  portion  of  the  Jijke  for  haTii^  niadc  thefanoffticccfr 
i&rjr.  Xbefe  h»ye  no\v  wipe^  away  the  reproaches  unjuilly 
^  Upen  cHeni  by  thdf  enemies  in  Britain.  Let  fuch 
praife  the  ^irited  conduct  of  general  Howe  knd  of  ge- 
i!>eral  G^nton  >  and  attribute  in  a  gre^t  m^afiire  the  fuc^  ^ 
cefs  of  t^e  day  to  the  firmn^is  and  gallantry  of  general 
Pigoc^  but  let  them  no  more  pronounce  the  colonifts 
cowardsj  who  wiU  fly  at  the  very  fight  of  a  grenadier*s 
cap.  The  Britiflii  befide  gaining  the  peninfiilai  todc 
thirty  wt)\vided  prUbners5  and  five  pieces  of  caiinon  6ut 
offix^ 

^  The  lo&  of  the  provincials  Has  been  trifling.     The 
killed  and  dead  of  their  wounds  are  139^  the  wounded 
tiving  078^  and  the  mifiing  ^^i  in  all  453;     They  deeply 
regret  fehe  deaths  of  major  general  Warren,  of  colonel 
Gardner  of  Cambridgej  of  tituleftant  colonel  Parker  of 
Chdmsfoix})   v^ho  was  wounded,   taken  prifoner,    and 
periflicd  in  BcAon  jail  j   of  major  Moore  and  major 
M^Clanyj  who  wfcre  the  only  oflicers  of  diftinaibn  that 
they  lofti    Bgt  the  death  of  general  Warren  will  he  moft 
fcvi&rely  felt,   and  otcafions  the  greateft  forrow.     Hit 
enemies  bear  teftimoriy  to  his  importance^  by  triuill^h- 
ing  at  his  falli  and  rating  it  as  better  to  them  than  500 
men*     Nieither  rrfentmeht,  nor  intereflied  views,  but  ^ 
regard  to  the  liberties  of  his  country,  indiictid  him  to 
oppofe  tht  meafures  of  government.     He  ttepped  for- 
ward into  public  view,  not  that  he  might  be  noted  and 
admured  for  «  patriotic  fpiritj  bilt  becaufe  he  w^w  a  pa- 
triot.    He  was  a  gentleman  of  integrity,  in  whom  the 
friends  of  liberty  could  confide.     The  foundnefs  of  his 
judgmem  jQnabled  him  to  give  good  advice  in  private 
confDkgtk>ns.   i3li8*powei:?of  fpeech  andreafoning  com^^ 
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manded  rcfpeft  and  gained  him  influence  in  fhe  provin- 
cial congrefs.  He  aimed  not  at  a  reparation  frOm,  but 
a  coalition  with  Brkain,  upon  a  full  redrefs  of  grievances; 
and  a  reciprocal  intercolirfe  of  interefts  and  afFeftion, 
He  was  valued  in  private  life  for  his  engaging  manners, 
and  as  a  phyfician  for  his  profeflionaL  abilities.  The 
death  of  an  amiable  confort  had  itiade  his  life  of  the 
greateft  importance  to  his  children ;  he  was  willing  how^ 
ever  to  rifle  it  in  the  fervice  of  the  public.  His  intre- 
pidity and  zeal  for  the  caufe  he  had  efpoufcd,  together 
widi  die  eleding  voice  of  the  provincial  congrefs,  induced 
him  to  enter  upon  the  military  line.  Within  four  days 
after  his  appointment  to  a  major-generallhip,  he  fell  a 
noble  facrifice  to  the  natural  rights  of  mankind.  He 
was  o(  a  middling  fize,  and  of  a  lowifti  ftatur e*  The 
ladies  pronounced  him  handfome. 

The  tories  exulted  upon  the  acquifmon  of  the  penin- 
fula  <i(  Charleftown  j  but  the  experienced  officers  in  the 
Britifh  fervice  thought  the  advantage  too  dearly  pur- 
chafed,  and  their  countenances  became  gloomy  upon 
the  occafiori.  The  reafon  for  it  has  been  increafing 
from  the  frequent  and  multiplied  deaths  of  the  wounded,  y 
Thefe  have  fufFered  greatly  for  want  of  frelh  provifions 
and  other  fupplies,  which  the  country  alone  could .  fur- 
nifti ;  many  would  have  furvived,  had  they  been  as  well 
nurfcd  as  the  wounded  Americans  out  of  Bofton,  of 
whom  but  few  have  died ;  with  regard  to  the  wounded 
prifoners  in  town,  there  are  complaints  of  their  having 
been  ill-treated.. 

1  he  burning  of  Charleftown,  now  a  heap  of  ruins, 
though  before  the  prefent  troubles  a  place  of  grett  tra4e> 
has  not  had  the  leaft  tendency  toward  difcouraging  the 

-  proyin* 
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pro>Krtcials  frdm  profectitifig  their  oppofition  to  miniftet 
rial  xncafures,  whatever  might  have  been  the  intentioa 
of  general  Gag^-  It  has  :not  excitjcd  fear,  but  refent- 
ment,  wrath  and  execration*  Such  military  execution^ 
may  diftrefs  and  irnpoverifh,  but  will  not.  ftibdue  th? 
colonifts.  They  might  anfwer  in  the  old  world  -,  but  ai'C 
not  calculated  for  the  new.  ,  ^ 

In  the  opinion  of  many,  general  Howe  was  charge* 
able  with  a  capital  error  in  landing  and  attacking  as  h^ 
did.     It  might  originate  from  too  great  a  confidence  in    ' 
the  forces  he  commanded,  and^in  too  contemptuous  aq 
opinion  of  the  enemy  he  had  to  encounter.     He  certainly 
might  have  entrapped  the  provincials  by  landing  on  the 
narroweft  part  of  Charleftown  neck,  under  the  fire  of 
the  floating  batteries  and  (hips  of  war.     Here  he  .might 
have  ftationed  and  fortified  his  army,  and  kept  up  am 
open  communication  with  Bofton  by  a  water-carriage^ 
which  he  would  have  commanded  through  the  aid  of  the 
navy,  on  each  fide  of  the  peninfula.     Had  he  attempted 
this  manoeuvre,  the  provincials  on  obferving  it,,  mufl: 
have  made  a  rapid  retreat  from  Breed's-hill,  to  have  ef- 
capqd  having  his  troops  in  their  rear,  and  being  enclofed. 
It  is  faid,  that  general  Clinton  propofed  it.     The  rejec-? 
tion  of  the  propolal,  if  really  made,  has  greatly  weak- 
ened the  Britifli  army,  and  probably  prevented  the  ruin  - 
of  the  American. 

The. colonifts  may  regret,  that  general  Howe  con- 
quered at  Breed's-hill  j  but  had  the  provincials  driven 
him  back  into  Bofton,.  it  might  have  been  of  far  greater 
detriment  to  the  common  caufe,  than  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  afi^airs.  The  Maffachufetts  colony  would  lcarcc\ 
have  been  eafy  \inder  the  appointment  of  general  Wafh-. 
^      E)  2  ingcoa 


iftgtdn  to  the  chkf  command,  had  general  Ward  beeft 
tn^ned  wiA  die  laurels  of  viftory.  The  viftory,  as 
it  now  ftands,  will  make  the  appointment  go  down 
tafily,  aftd  prevent  objeftions.  Not  only  {o,  but  it  has 
ftetafioned  Gage's  dividing  his  army  to  fecure  the  con- 
5^ueft  iie  has  made.  He  has  another  poft  to  maintain, 
which  will  employ  {o  great  a  force,  as  to  cramp  his  fu- 
ture operations.  Befidcs,  had  the  Britifti  been  driven 
ISick  into  Bofkon,  they  might  have  removed  to  New 
York,  which  would  have  anfwercd  their  general  defign 
better  than  remaining  cooped  up  in  their  prefent  pofi- 
feon.  In  tfiat  city  and  colony  they  would  have  had 
many  more  friends.  There  it  is  that  the  miniftry  have 
their  greateft  influence.  That  would  have  been  the  fe- 
eureft  piiace  for  the  troops,  and  where  they  might  have 
prbcured  thofe  fupplies  from  the  country  which  they  arc 
now  deprived  of.  By  early  reinforcements  from  Great 
Britain,-  it  might  have  been  made  fo  ftrong  a  poft,  as 
to  have  commanded  the  North  River,  and  cut  off  the 
communication  between  tlve  colonies  which  ihat  fepa- 
rates. 

The  provincials  havfe  been  indefatigable  ia  throwing 
tip  works,  and  fecuring  the  moft  expofed  parts  of  dieir 
lines  with  ftrong  redoubts  covered  with  artiBery.  They 
Iwid  ftrangely  negleftcd  fortifying  the  paflage'  from  the 
neck  to  the  poft  of  Roxbury,  and  even  the  -poft  idelf ; 
but  fince  the  Breed's-hiU  battle  they  have  compehfated 
for  the  defcft  j  and  to  make  their  defence  the  nrore  per- 
ifect,  ha^  pulled  down  a  very  good  houfe,  (on  a  point 
•vvhere  the  road  coming  from  Bofton  divides)  which  was 
built  by  governor  Dudley,  and  to  whofe*  felfe  politics 
xftapy  arc  ready  to  ■  afcribc  the  early  origin  of  thbfe  de- 
*''  ^  '■    '       '  figns 
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^gns,  which  the  miniftry  are  now  endeavouring  to  a^^coni^ 
plifh.     The  minifterial  army  aboiind  in  military  ftorei 
and  artillery;  and  are  not  fparing  in  throwing  fiiclls,  and 
fupporting  a  great  cannonade  upon  the  provincial  works* 
dpecially  at  Ro^bury.    It  was  terrifying  at  iirft  to  raw 
troops,  who  not  being  accuftomed  to,  expefted  to  fiiffcf 
gready  by  it.    Some  damage  has  beei^  done  anio^g  the 
houfes  in  the  Ih^et,    one  or  two  have  been  burnt, 
and  a  man  or  two  killed.     But  the  provin<;ials    ftaa-* 
o^   diere  have  found   by  experience,   that  though 
the  nosie  is  great,  the  damage  is  trifiing,  and  therefore 
defpiie  it.     They  are  (6  hardened  by  repeated  firing, 
that  a  cannonading  is  no  more  minded  than  a  common 
thunder  (hower. 

Breed's-hill  engagement  excited  frefti  defires  in  th^ 
irfiabitants  of  Boflon  to  leave  the  town.  The  feleftmen 
had  given  repeated  afTurances  to  general  Gage,  that  thcjr 
had  delivered  up  their  arms  according  tp  agreement : 
in  order  to  juftify  his  detaining  them,  he  iffued  a  pro-  June 
clamation,  in  which  he  declared,  that  he  had  full  proof  '?• 
ef  the  contrary,  and  that  many  had  been  perfidious  in 
that  refpe£t,  and  had  fecreted  great  numbers.  Spme 
few  might  fecpete  their  fporting  guns,  or  curious  arms. 
No  doubt  however  is  to  be  made,  but  that  the  greatefb 
part,  or  nearly  all  the  trainuig  arms  were  delivered  up. 
The  impartial  world  will  fcarcely  acquit  him  of  having 
been  guilty  of  a  notorious  breach  of  faith,  even  admits 
tung  his  own  plea.  If  individuals  had  no6  c<Hnp3ied  with 
the  prc^fal  of  delivering  xip  their  arms ;  yet  as  the 
eomnnrtjnity  had  done  it,  the  innocent  w^e  entitkd  to 
ail  the  benefits  of  lihe  agreement.  Numbers  were  af*, 
terward  allowed  to  quit  the  town>  but  not  to  take  thdr 
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'^iFefts,  though  that  was  ftipulatcd  in  the  beginning;  the 

-allowance  however  was  thought  to  be  owing  to  a  defire 
of   reducing  the  confunnption   of  provifions,   when  a 
fcarcity  was  approaching. 
•    The  day  the  prdclaniation  appeared,  the  chiefs  and 

;  warriors  of  the  Oneida  tribe  of  Indians,  direfted  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech  to  governor  Trunnbull,  to  be  communi- 
cated by  him  to  the  four  New  England  provinces : 
.  <'  As  my  younger  brothers  of  the  New  England 
Indians,  who  have,  fettled  in  our  vicinity,  are  now  going 
down  to.  vifit  their  friends,  and  to  move  up  parts  of 
^heir  families  that  ^ere  left  behind-^-^with  this  belt  by 
them;  I  open  the  road  wide,  clearing  it  of  all  obftacles, 
that  they  may  vifit  their  friends,  and  return  to  their  Set- 
tlements here  in  peace. 

"  We  Oneidas  are  induced  to  this  meafure  on  ac- 
count of  the  difagreeable  fituation  of  affairs  that  ways 
and  we  hope  by  the  help  of  God,  they  may'Veturn  in 
peace.-r— We  earneftly  recommend  them  to  your  charity 
•  *  through  their  long  journey. 

*^  Now  we  more  immediately  addrefs  you  our  bro- 
ther, the  governor,  and  the  chiefs  of  New  England. 
.    *'  Brothers  !-«-We  have  heard  of  the  unhappy  diffe- 
rences,, and  great  contention  between  you  and  Old  Eng- 
land.*—We  wonder  greatly,   and  lire  troubled  in  our 

•  piinds.   . 

.  "  Brothers  J-wPoffefs  your  minds  in  peace  relpefting 
us  Inilians.-^We  cannot  intermeddle  in  this  difpute 
beb^^een.two: brothers.^!— The  quarrel  feems  to  be  unna- 
turaL^-r^You  are  two  hr others  of  one  llood.y-^t  arc  un- 
willing to  join  on  either  fide  in  fuch  a  conteft,  for  we 
|)paran  ecjual'affeftion.to  both  you  Old  and  New  Eng- 

landf 
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jand^"— ■3hotlld  the.  great  king  of  England  apply  to  us 
ibr  aid — ^we  Ihall  deny  him.— If  the  colonies  apply — ^we 
will  refufe.— The  prefent  fituation  of  you  two  brothers  ^ 
is  new  and  ftrange  to  usr  We  Indians  cannot  find,  nor 
recoUeA  in  the  traditions  of  our  anceftors,  the  like  cafe, 
or  a  fimilar  inftance.  , 

*^  Brothers  ! — For  thefe  reafons  poffefs  your  minds  in    * 
peace,  and  take  no  umbrage,  that  we  Indians  refufe 
joining  in  the  conteft. — We  are  for  peace, 

^'  Brothers !— Was  it  an  alien,  a  foreign  nation,  who 
had  ftruck  you,  we  fhould  look  into  the  matter. — :Wc 
hope,  through  the  wife  government  and  good  pleafure 
of  God,  your  diftreffes  may  be  foon  removed,  and  the 
dark  clouds  be  difperfed, 

*^  Brothers !— As  we  have  declared  for  peace,  we 
defu-e  you  wiU  riot  apply  to  our  Indian  brethren  iq  New 
England  for  dieir  affiftance. — I^ct  us. Indians  be  all  of 
one  mind,  and  live  with  one  another ;  and  you  white 
people  fetUc  your  own  difputes  betwixt  yourfelves. 

"  Brothers  !-^We  have  now  declared  our  minds— 
pleafe  to  write  to  us,  that,  we  may  know  yours.  We 
the  Sachems  and  warriors,  and  female  governefles  of 
Oneida^  fend  our  love  to  you  brother,  governor,  and  all 
the  other  chiefs  in  New  England." 

Signed-  by  William  SunoghfiSy  Nicklajha  Watjbaleaghy 
IViUiam  Kanaghquaefea,  Peter  Tihayeheare^  Jimmy  J^ekay^ 
aheare^  Nickbis  Aghjenbare^  i.  e.  garter ;  Thomas  Togh-^ 
tanowea^  i.  e.  fpreading  of  the  dew ;  Adam  Obo^wano, 
^edellis  Agwerondongwasy  i.  e.  breaking  of  the  twigs ; 
Handerebeks  "Tegahjweahdyefjy  i.  e.  a  belt  (of  wampum) 
extended ;  Jobnko'  Skeanendon^  "Thomas  Teondeathay  \,  e. 
a  fallen  tree.    Above  a  hundred  years  back  a  Sachem 
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of  family i  which  was  bfccbming  extinftj  adopted  m  fin^ 
mefous  feitiily,  and  to  cofrirnemoratc  their  6wh  decajf 
and  eitinAion,  called  the  adopted  Teoni^&ibay  which 
nanfe  is  perpetuated,  as  are  feveral  of  ihdr  family  iiatiies, 

Th<5  fpfeech  was  dated  frohi  Kantmtb^ohdrey  u  e.  a 
head  epefted  on  a  pole, 

Wfy  Frl^nd^  the  Rev,  Mn  Samuel  Kirkland,  a  ihif- 
^  fionary  among  the  Oheidas,  and  who  undcrftands  thfe 
language,  interpreted  and  wrot^  the  above.  He  tdl^ 
me,  that  the  Indian  names  of  men,  riyers  and  places, 
have  often  Ipecial  meanings,  alluding  to  feverits  or  qua- 
lities, as  is  much  the  cafe  in  the  Hfebrcw  lahguage, 
The  Indians  are  very  deliberate  in  fhcir  ipecchcs,  ofteh 
pauling,  to  engage  a  clofer  attention  to  what  they  de^- 
liver.  They  hayfe  a  prevailing  Ipecies  of  politenefs,  fre- 
quently Tenting  in  the  conyeffation  of  thfe  civilize^ 
Europeans,  too  apt  to  pronounce  theiti,  fayages  an^ 
barbarians.  They  give  clofe  attention  to  the  perfon  ad- 
drefling  them.  They  do  hot  interrupt  hinn  while  fpeak- 
ihg,  but  wait  till  he  has  finifhedi  ^nd  cohfider  it 
as  great  rudenefs  to  be  interrupted.  In  their  councils 
every  one  is  hpard  with  patiencp  in  all  that  he  has  t^ 
fay :  profound  filence  reigns  ariiong  thfe  ai^ifehcc  to  tKfe 
exclufion  of  all  difturbance,  and  there  are  ho  privatfe 
confabulations. 

T^hc  above  Indian  Ipeech  feems  to  refer  ib  bnt  which 
had  been  delivered  to  the  provincial  icorlgrefe  eleven 
days  before,  by  the  Stockbridge  delegate,  being  thfe 
anfwpr  of  the  Indians  dwelling  there  to  a  mefl^gc  of  die 
former  congrefs.  This  anfwer  was,  *^  Brothers !  wc 
liave  heard  you  fpeak  by  your  lettefrrrwe  thank  you  fofc 
it-:we  now  make  anfwer.  *?  Birodiers !  you  remcm- 
'  ' ber 


grefat  ahd  yen  was  Bffl«,  tcfjr  mm,  I  Ae*  t6ok  ]^ii 
in  f^  fli  (Hehdi  afid  ke|)i  y<)W  iiit^  fiiy  arms,  fq  that 
he  6h^  rm^  iiijure  youi  ftndt  fliirt  firfie  H*e  hAv«  *f^ 
bfeeh  true  fHf^n^  ^  ^tH  has  herer  &ef« Jt  ahy  quarfel  b^«. 
fwech  us,  BiA  new  t^ur  conditi^ftfif  «ie  chiftg^d.^^Yo^ 
^ire  become  great  and  tall.-r-You  reach  td  iht  dftuds.-*^ 
Y^  art  fe^B  M  fbuhS  I6e  ^^Idi  &xld  I  nm  become 
fittoll,  very  Htik,  I  am  ftdt  fe  high  M  yo«f  he^l.  N6# 
ydu  take  earib  of  v^ij  and  I  l^ok  to  ydu  fol-  {}f6te£ti6n» 
f^  Brothers !  I  am  forry  to  hear  ef  this  gfeaf  £[\]a)td ' 
]betW^  ydu  an^  Old  Englknd^^^t  appears  that  b]6od 
iTiHft  fobrt  be  Ihed  td  end  this  quortel.  Wt  never  titt 
this  day  qnderitpod  th§  foUndatroti  of  thk  qtiaitel  be^ 
tween  you  and  the  coytitty  ybu  c^me  from^  Brothers  1 
Whenever  I  fee  yotir  ^>lood  mnnlfig,  ybu  'vAU  feon  find 
me  about  you  to  revenge  my  hrothtr's  blo^  Aidiough 
I  am  l0w  and  very  fmall,  I  will  gripe  hold  of  your 
pnfemy's  heel,  that  he  cwinpt  run  fo  faft,  and  fcj  lighl^ 
IB  if  he  had  nothing  at  his  heels, 
•  *^  Brothers  !  You  know  I  am  not  fo  wife  as  you  are^ 
therefore  I  afk  yoiir  advice  in  What  I  an\  now  going  t4f 
fay-^I  havi  ^eeti  thihking  before  you  come  to  a6tion  to 
lake  a  run  to  rfie  weftw^,  and  feel  the  fnihd  of  my 
Indian  bredireh  the  fijt  nations,  and  know  hdw  they 
ftan4,  w);iKth?Jr  Aey  are  cm  ypiif  fide,  or  for  yoiir  ene*: 
mies,-^If  I  find  they  are  againft  you,  I  will  try  t«  turA 
Iheir  fifimd&.  I  think  they  Will  liften  to  rrte,  for  they 
have  always  looked  this  way  for  advice  concerning  all 
tittportant  hewS  that  tomes  from  the  Hfing  of  the  fun. 
If  they  hearken  lo  the,  you  ^ifl  not  be  afbid  of  any 
iiangq-  &qm  behind  you.    However  their  tninds  are 

affeded^ 
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.affected,  you  fhall  fbon^know  by  me.  Now  I  think  t 
can  do  you  more  fervice  in  this  way  than  by  marching 
off  immediately  to  Bofton,  and  Haying  there,  it  may  be 
sn  great  while  before  blood  runs.  Now  as  I  faid  you  arc 
wifer  than  I,  I  leave  this  for  your  confideration,  whether 
I  come  down  immediately,  or  wait  till  I  hear  fomc 
blood  is  fpilled, 

"  Brothers !  I  would  not  have  you  think  by  this,  that 
we  are  falling  back  from  our  engagements.  We  are 
ready  to  do  any  thing  for  your  relief,  and  fhall  be 
guided  by  your  counfeL 

"  Brothers !  One  thing  I  afk  of  you,  if  yoii  fend  for 
me  to  fight,  that  you  will  let  me  fight  in  my  own  In-? 
dian  way.  I  am  not  ufed  to  fight  Englifh  falhioni 
therefore  you  muftnot  expeft  I  can  train  like  your  mem 
Only  point  out  to  me  where  your  enemies  keep,  and 
that  is  all  I  (hall  want  to  know." 

This  fpeech  was  delivered  the  eleventh  of  April  1775, 

ty  the  chief  Sachem  of  the  Moheakoufiuck  tribe  of  In^ 

dians,  refiding  at  Stockbridge,   after  fitting  near'tWQ 

.days  in  council.     The  provincial  congrfefs  ordered  thd 

-    ibllowing  reply  on  the  eighth  of  June,  viz. 

"  Brothers!  We  this  day,  by  the  delegate  from 
Stockbridge,  firft  heard  of  your  friendly  anfwer  ta  our 
fpeech  to  you  by  captain  WiUiam  Goodrich,  which  an- 
fwer we  are  told  you  made  to  us  immediately  by  a  let- 
ter, which  we  have  not  yet  received.— We  now  reply. 

"  Brothers !  You  fay  that  you  was  onqe  great,  but 

'  that  you  are  now  little ;  and  that  we  were  once  littlci 

but  are  now  great.     Tke  fupreme  Spirit  orders  tliefe 

things. — ^Whether  we  are  little  or  great,  let  us  keep  the 

path  of  friendfhip  dear,  which  our  fathers  made,  and 

in 


in  which  we  have  both  travelled  to  this  time.-^T^ 
friends  of  die  wicked  counfellors  of  our  king,  fell  upon 
us,  and  fhed  fome  blood,,  foon  after  we  Ipake  to  you 
Jaft  by  our  letter.— But  we  with  a  fmall  twig  killed  fa 
many,  and  frightened  them  fo  much,  that  they  have 
fliut  themfelves  up  in  our  great  town,  called  Bofton, 
which  they  have  made  ftrong.  We  have  now  made  our 
ii^tchipts,  and  all  our  inftruments  of  war,  fliarp  ind 
bright. — All  the  chief  counfeUors,  who  live  on  this  fide 
the  great  water,  are  fitting  in  the  grand  council-houfe 
in  Philadelphia,  when  they  give  the  word,  we  IhaH  all 
as  one  man  fall  on,  and  drive  our  enemies  out- of  their 
ftrong  fort,  and  fcilo^  them  till  they  fhall  take  their 
hands  out  of  our  pouches,  and  let  us  fit  in  our  council* 
houfe,  as  we  ufed  to  do,  and  as  our  fathers  tdid  in  old 
times, 

'  ^^  Brothers!  Though  you  are  fmall,  yet  you  are  wife, 
Ufc  your  wifdom  to  help  us.— If  you  think  it  bcft,  go 
and  fmoke  your  pipe  with  your  Indian  brothers  toward 
the  fetdng  of  the  fun^  and  tell  them  of  all  you  hear  and 
ill  you  fee ;  and  let  us  know  what  their  wife  fcnen  fay.— r 
If  fome  of  your  young  men  ftiould  have  a  mind  to  fee 
what  we  are  doing  here,  let  them  come  down  and  tarry 
among  our  warriors.— «Wc  will  provide  for  them  while 
they  are  here. 

J^  Brothers!  When  you  have  any  trouble,  come  and 
tell  it  to  us,  and  we  will  help  you." 

To  captain  Solomon  Ahhaunnauwaumuty  chief  Sachem 
of  the  Mohedkounuck  Indians* 

The  Maffachufetts  congrefs  wrote  to  the  feveral  towns,  Jane 
tb^t  the  continental  congrefs  refolved  on  ?he  ^xk  inftant, 
.  '  ^  ♦'that 
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•'  tfiftt-no  obedienee  baag  dttc  to  the  0(3  of  pMiimetii 
for  aleering  the  charter  of  die  cdony,  &c.  (as  in  page  3  j) 
arvd  dif  efted  them  to  efcdt  one  Or  more  freeholders  to  re- 
prcfent  them  in  a  great  ahd  general  cotirt,  to  be  held  upon 
th*  1 9th  of  July  at  WatertoWft.  They  klfo  chbfc  colonel 
Htkth  nfiaj^^  general^  in  the  place  of  the  late  general 
Warren. 

Before  general  Walhingtoii  left  Phila<felpliia,  the  con-^ 
tincntal  congrefs  chofe  l^  ballot  eight  brigadier  generals> 
*^'  SeA  Pomeroy  efqj  of  the  Maffachufetts  colony,  the  firft  ^ 
Richard  Montgomery  ^q;  of  New  York,  the  fecohd ; 
David  Wooftcr  cfq;  of  Connefticut,  liic  third  5  William 
Heath  tfq;  of  the  Maffachufetts,  the  fourth  j  Jofeph 
SpoKrer  elq;  of  Connefticut,  (he  fifth;  John  Thomas 
tfq;  of  the  MalTachufetts,  the  fixth ;  }cim  Sullivan  cfq; 
of  Hampiliire,  the  feventh  5  and  Nathaniel  Greene  eftjj 
of  Rhode  Ifland,  the  ei^th;  tod  fefotved,  diat  the 
officers  in  the  irnry  IhouW  receive  their  new  commif* 
fions  through  the  hands  o£  the  general. 

The  feme  day  they  refolved,  "  That  a  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding ^,000,000  of  Spanifh  milled  dollars  be  emitted 
try  the  fcotigrefs  in  bills  of  Credit,  for  the  defence  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  that  THE  TWELVE  CONFEDERATED 
COLOy^IES  (thus  they  are  termed)  be  pfcdged  for  the 
l^emption  of  the  bills/*  This  is  an  expedient,  without 
^Hkrh  they  ardtiotabte  to  prdfccute  riie  defence  of  Ame- 
rica, as  they  have  neMrer  money  nor  rcfvenues  to  recur  to. 
Some  fc^  of  tte  ddegEOts  ktiow,  insm  what  iias  tiappened 
in  the  northern  colonics^  thatifce  «ftbflts  of  a  p^r  emif- 
*  fion.will  be  bad,  when  it  become  piendful ;  has  no  ftable 
fund  foir  the  §)eody  redemption  «f  it^  and  <ran»ot  "be 

8  exchanged 
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eicdianged  in  the  coaimon  intercourib  of  bufioefs  fyf 
fpeck  or  Ipedc  value.  But  the  ri&  of  fmaller  i»4  per-r 
fonal  evik  muft  take  place*  nidier  than/  t}ic  total  j^l^r 
i^erfion  of  the  rights  of  Jdie  united  colonies  be  eadbOif 
gered.  No  one  ddcgatc  thene&rc  oppofcd  the  prefeiat 
^KpcdiOTt.  As  die  news  of  BreedVhill  battle  h^i 
i5cachcd  them,  by  means  of  a  qijick  conveyincf  ,  thqr 
fcfolved,  **  That  Pendylvania  tBxk  two  more  compaT 
nies  of  riflemen,  and  that  idie  whole  eight  be  formed 
into  a  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  fuch  oiEcen^  fi^ 
ihaU  be  recomnnended by  theailfimbly  or  comrc^tion ig£ 
f^d  coiony.'* 

^  Meafures  being  purfued  in  North  Carolina  to  defeat 
the  American  al^ciation^  diey  refolvcd,  ^^  That  it  be  t6m 
recommended  to  aU  in  that  colony,  :v^o  wifh  :wcU  tti 
die  liberties  of  America,  to  aflbdatc  for  thip  defence  of 
American  liberty,  and  toinbody  themfelvcs  as  jnilitia* 
under  prefer  officers ;  and  That  in  cafe  the  aflembly  or 
convention  of  that  colony  Ihall  think  it  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  fupport  of  the  American  aflbciation  .and 
fafety  of  the  colony,  to  raife  a  thoufand  men,  this  con- 
grefs  will  confider  them  as  an  American  army,  and  pro- 
vide  for  their  pay."  They  have  gone  too  far  to  recede 
from  the  ufe  of  force,  and  fo  rauft  employ  it  wherever 
wanted  to  fccure  their  friends,  till  the  point.ih  dii^^uj* 
with  Great  Britain :  is  fettled.  The  real,  a^ivity,  aod 
unanimity  of  thofe  Pennfylvanians  in  general,  whofe 
principles  admit  of  hoftile  refiftance,  have  ifupcrfeded 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  likcrefolutions  in  refpedt  to  them^ 
The  Philadelphia  militia  have  been  formed  int;o  three 
battalions  for  fome  time :  and  in  the  beginning  of  th« 
Hionrii,  thefe  confifting  of  1500  men,  an  artillery  com-^ 

pany 
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pany  of  150,  with  two  twelve  and  four  fix  pound  brafe 
field  pieces;  a  troop  6(  li^ht  horfe,  feveral  iDompanies^ 
of  light  infantry,  rangers>  and  riflemen,  in  the  whole 
about  aooo,   marched  to  the   comnnon,  and  having 
joined  ia  brigade,  went  through  the  manual  exercife, 
firing,  and  manoeuvres  (widi  a  dexterity  fcarcely,  to  be 
Cixpe6ted  from  fo  fhort  a  praftice)  in  the  prefence  of  the 
members  of  the  continental  congrefs,  and  fcveral  thou- 
land  fpeftators.  ■  A  confiderable  number  even  of  the 
quaJcers  have  joined  In  the  military  afl^ciation  of  the 
dty.    There  is  one  company  compofed  entirely  of  gen- 
tlemen belonging  to  that  religious  denomination  of  peo- 
ple.    They  are  convinced  that  weapons  of  war  may  be 
lawfully  employed  in  defending  their  national  rights  and 
liberties,  though  they  are  averfe  to  all  offenlive  opera- 
tion^ to  gratify  ambition,  covetoufncfs  or  revenge*    The 
Pennfylvanians  are  careful  to  order  the  militia  of  the 
counties  to  be  frequently  exercifed.     The  colony  has 
put  on  the  moft  martial  appearance. 

About  the  beginning  of  June  a  committee  of  con-^ 
grels  drew  up  a  declaration,  containing  an  ofier  to 
Great  Britain,  "  That  the  colonies  wo^ld  not  only  con^ 
tinue  to  grant  extraordinary  aids  in  time  of  war,  but 
alfo,  if  allowed  a  free  commerce,  pay  into  the  finking-^ 
fund  fiKh  a  fum  annually  for  one  hundred  yearsj  as 
Ihould  be  more  than  fufficLent  in  that  time,  if  faithfully 
applied,,  to  cxtinguifli  all  the  prefent  debts  of  Britain. 
Or,  provided  this  was  not  accepted,  that  to  remove  the 
groundlefs  jealoufy  of  Britain,  that  the  colonies  aimed 
at  independence,  and  an  abolition  of  the  navigation  adt,: 
which,  in  truth,  they  had  never  intended  ;  and  alfo,  to 
avoid  all  future  difputes  about  the  right  of  making  that; 

and 
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find  Other  afts  for  regulating' their  commerce  for  the 
general  benefit,  they  woiild  enter  into  a  covenant  with 
Britain,  that  fhe  Ihould  fully  poffefs  arid  exercife^that 
right  for  one  hundred  years  to  come."  This  declara- 
tion was  never  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  congrefs, 
for  ere  that  could  be  done,  they  received  the  account 
of  the  two  rcftraining  afts,  which  proved  it's  ruin  *♦ 

They  rcfolved,  "  That  in  cafe  any  agent  of  the  min 
niftry  fliall  induce  the  Indian  tribes,  or  any  of  them,  to 
commit  a£lual  hoftilities  againfl  thefe.  colonies,  or  to 
enter  into  an  offenfive  alliance  with  the  Britifh  troops, 
thereupon  the  colonies  ought  to  avail  themfelves  of  an 
alliance  with  fuch  Indian  nations  as  will  enter  into  the 
lame,  tso  oppofe  fuch  Britiih  troops  and  their  Indian 
allies."  ^         .  * 

General  Wafhington,  accompanied  by  general  Lee  July 
and  odicr  gentlemen,,  arrivied  at  Cambridge.  A' com-  ^•- 
mittee  from  the  Maflachufetts  congrefs  repaired  to 
Springfield,  about  a  hundred  miles  from  Bofton,  on  the 
way  to  Connefticut,  there  to  receive  them,  and  provide 
proper  cfcorts  for  them  from  thence  to  the  army.  -  They 
had  been  treated  with  the  higheft  honors  in  every  place 
through  which  they  pafled;  and  been  efcorted  by  large 
detachments  of  volunteers,  compofed  of  gendemen. 
The  general  was  addreffed  by  the  provincial  congrefs  of 
New  York  as  he  came  along.  They  expreffed  their  jdy. 
in  his  appointment  j  and  toward  the  clofe  laid,  "  We: 

♦  Dr.  Price's  two  trafts  on  Civil  Liberty,  Part  II.  p.  1 1 1  and  1 1 2, 
1 778.  The  firft  rcftraining  aft  was  pafled  March  the  30th,  the  fecond 
April  the  13th.  The  news  of  them  was  undoubtedly  carried  by  the 
veflel  from  London,  which  arrived  at  Philadelphia  the  evening  of  June 
the  7  th,  and  had  on  boa^d  major  Skeen^ 

have 
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fkare  dbe  fidleil:  afilinuace;^  that  whenever  this  ioipot^ 
ttftt  Qoatcft  ihall  iae  dscided  l>)riiiat  £ui4efl:  w^  of  eacjb 
AmericftQ  £}d1>  an  acxprnmodadon  with  our  iiu>lher 
coimtty^  ^ou  winchceFf^y  refign  the  iinportant  dep<^t 
^mjiutted  into  your  hands^  a|id  re^fiume  the  cfaara&er 
cf  jour  wortfaicft  cidzeix/*  The  general,  after  declaring 
his  grat^de  for  die  regard  4iown  iumy  added,  f ^  Be 
«i^ed>  that  eyery  exmion  of  my  worthy  cofieagues 
Itad  tsnyielf,  will  he  ^extended  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
peace  a^id  hannony,  beMec^  the  mother  country  and 
^&  colonies  r  as  to  >the  fatal  but  neceflaiy  operatbns 
of  war,  when  we  afiumed  t^e  fbldier,  we  xiid  not  lay 
afide  die  citizen,  and  ^e  fhall  moft  iincerely.  rejoice  with 
you,  in  that  happy  liour,  when  the  eftabMiment  of 
American  liberty,  on  the  moft  firm  and  folid  fouodar 
tions,  fhaH  ^n^Ie  jus  to  return  to  our  private  Sations, 
in  the  bofom  of  a  £ee,  peaceful  ^d  hapf^  countiy."' 
Sinoehis  ^rivsd  h^hds  been  addrefled  in  ithe  mcft  a&c-^ 
^nafie  $uid  ftefy&Q£u\  4Xianner  :by  the  Mafiachufed^  con^ 
.  grc&.  You  mufl'haiise  a  recouFfe  to  the  public  ^ripts 
^r  iiis  w^iole  anfiwer,  hut  t^e  the  beginning  for  a^-> 
CiiX3fip,  -^  Gentlenaen,  your  kind  congratulations  on  my 
^{ipointfnent  and  arrival,  deipand  |ny  warmefi  acknow^ 
higanaixs,  and  wiiLcyearbe {retained  in  jB^ateful  rsniem* 
boaasr  in  cai^shabg^ng  t(ie  enjoy-mencs  of  dorxieftiii 
Vft  fi»r?die'  duii^x)f  my  prefent  honorable  but  aniuoua 
ftadon,  I  only  emida^  die  ^i^nue  and  public  ipirk  of 
thp  whole  province  of  Maffachufetts-bay,  which,  with 
4*firipncfs,  and  pjttfiptifqci  if^rlthQiit  exartiple  in  n;io4errt 
^Qiy,  iw  Awficft^^U^tJie  cpm&rts  pf  fecial  .and  po- 
Itfffi^  jyi&j  .in  iupiHRt  s^  the  rights  of  naankind,  and 
the  welfare  of  our  comnncm  -country.  My  liigheft  am- 
bition 
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bifittH^  is,  to  be  the  happy  inftrun^ent-  of  vindicating 
^q(^  righpi  and  to  fee  this  devoted  province  again 
reftored  to  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety/*  This  paragraph 
tos  extii^ipely  gratifying  to  the  perfons  to  \vhonri  it  was 
direfted. 

The  general  began  ta  give  out  the  congreffional  com- 
mifliops>  but  fulpended  all  further  delivery  when  general 
Putnam  had  received  his,  upon  learning  that  the  ap- 
pointn^ents  fo  degraded  general  Thomas.fey  ranking  him 
far  beipw  his  juniors  in  office,  that  he  could  not  with 
any  propriety  continue  in  the  army  on  that  footing,  but 
miift  d^clipe  fgrvipg  the. country  in  a  military  cap»iicityi 
The  fcyera}  gcner^  regretted  the  miftakci  and  wifhed'. 
to  h?Lve  the  difEculty  removed.  Wafhington  acquainted 
the  congrefs  with  it,  Vjppn  which  they  appointed  hiin 
firft  brigadier  general  in  the  room  oT  PomeroV;,  who 
had  .flever  ^cd  under  his  commijflioni  and  was  too  faf 
advancJed  in  Jifc* 

General  Greene  teftified  his  regard  for  the  conimandei* 
in  chief,  by  addreiUng  him  on  his  appointment  and  ar^ 
rival,  and  by  declaring  the  fati^aftion  he  fhould  feel  in 
fcrving  tmder  his  command*  He  was  joined  in  th,e  ad- 
drefe  by  the  officers  of  his  brigade.  If  other  generals 
?ind  officers  have  done  the  like,  it  has  not  come  to  my 
knowledge*  This  lingular  inftance  of  refpcdt  mt  jbi Jcc 
a  fiivorable  and  lafting  impreffibn  on  the  mind  of  general 
Wa&ington*  The  general,  after  a  careful  infpc<5iidn, 
could  not  eftimate  the  continental  army  at  more  than 
J4>50O  men  capable  of  duty,  \^ho  had  to  defend  an  ex- 
tent of  at  Jeafl:  twelve  miles.  But  fuch  has  been  the  pre- 
caution md  guard  cxercifed  on  every  fide  of  Bofton, 
that  the  regiment  of  light  cavalry  arrived  there,  has 
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hot  fct  foot  beyond  the  garrifon,  and  ferves  only  to 
create  new  wants,  and  to  inCfeafe  the  inconveniencies 
of  the  people  as  well  as  of  the  Britifti  army.  The  hay 
growing  upon  the  iflands,  together  with  the  flieep  and 
cattle  remaining  upon  them,  proved  an  objeft  of  ne- 
ceflary  attention :  but  the  continentals  pofleffing  a  num- 
ber of  whale  boats,  and  being  matters  of  the  fhore 
^nd  inlets,  were  fiiccefsful  in  burning,  deftroying,  or 
carrying  off  thofe  effential  articles  of  fupply,  notwith- 
ftandirig  the  number  of  Britifti  ftiips  of  War  and  armed 
vefTels. 

July       A  party  of  500  continentals  went'  at  night  from  the 
'^*     Roxbury  canip,  and  getting  into  65  whale  boats,  pro- 
ceeded to  Long  Ifland,    and  brought  off   15  of  the 
enemy,  about  ao  head  of  cattle,  and  a  looftiecp.    The 
12.     next  day  they  went  again,  and  burnt  the  hay,  &c.  when 
there  was  confiderable  fighting  between  them  and  the 
Britifti  boats  and  fchooners.     About  fix  days  after>  a 
number  bilrnt  the  light  houfe  on  ah  ifland,  nine  miles 
below  Bofton,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  though 
,  a  man  of  War  lay  within  a  mile  of  the  place. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  continental  generals,  the  re- 
gulations of  the  camp  have  been  greatly  for  the  better. 
3efore,  there  was  little  emulation  among  the  officers; 
and  the  foldiers  were  lazy,  diforderly,  and  dirty.     The 
'  freedom  to  which  the  New  Englanders  have  alway  been 
'  accufl:onied>  makts  them  impatient  of  control,  and  ren- 
'■iders  it  extremely  difficult  to  eftablifli  that  difcipline  fo 
Wffbntial  to  troops,  in  order  to  fuccefs*     DifcipUne  will 
•  ?nDt  bfpire  cowards  with  courage,  but  it  will  make  them 
Vfight.'    Tlie  army  has  been  thrown  into  three  graftd 
'(3ivirxons :  general  Ward  comnlands  the  right  wing  at 
'a  Roxbury  ^ 
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•  Rbxburjr ;  general  Lee  the  left  at  Profpedt  hill;  and  the 
centre,  in  which  is  included  a  corps  dc  referve,  is  com- 
manded by  general  Walhington*  Adjutant  general 
Gates  has  been  of  fpecial  fervice  in  arranging  the  army.. 
His  military  fkill  in  thofe  niatters  has  fupplied  the  want 
of  it  in  others*  The  public  cannot  be  too  thankful  for  - 
this  benefit*  Every  officer  and  private  begins  to  know 
his  place  and  duty.  Method  and  punftuality  are  grow* 
ing  into  ufe,  and  becoming  habitual.  The  troops  will 
fbortly  have  the  mechanifm  and  movementSj  as  well  as 
the  name  of  an  army* 

The  continental  lines  are  fo  ftrengthened>  the  number 
of  redoubts  and  mounted  cannoh  fo  many,  as  to  make 
an  attack  upon  Cambridge,  or  a  penetration  into  tha 
country  that  way  impradlicable.  The  Britifh^  accord* 
ing  to  the  intelligence  obtained  from  Bofton>  have  Joft 
by  death,  including  the  flain,  and  thofe  who  have  died 
of  their  wounds,  near  upon  2500,  fince  .the  igth  ©£" 
April. 

Gen«-al  Wafhington  acquainted  c^ongrefs,  that  the  al- 
lowance of  provifion  to  the  troops,  and  the  mode  of  -i 
delivering  it  out,  are  different  from  what  has  fallen 
within  his  experience,  and  muft  prove  very  wafteful  and  . 
expenfive.  The  high  pay  of  the  foldiers  *,  which  greatly 
exceeds  that  of  the  Britifh,  will  make  a  more  oecono- 
mical  plan  neceffai-y.  But  the  moft  painful  information 
he  had  to  communicate,  was  that  of  the  want  of  pow- 
der. He  difcovcred,  that  the  whole  ftock  of  the  army 
at  Roxbury,  Cambridge^  and  the  adjacent  places,  con-  "3* 
fifted  but  of  ninety  barrel^  or  thereabout:  that  there 
were  no  more  than  thirty-fix  in  the  Maffachufetts  maga- 

*  A  (hilling  a  dzy^ 
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iinfc,  which  with  the  ftbck  of  New  Hampfhire,  Rhode 
nlahd,  and  Corinefticiit,  made  but  99371b.  not  more 
than  nine  rounds  a  man.     The  continentals  remained  in 
this  deftitute   condition  for  aboiit  a  fortnight  or  more 
rili  the  Jerfey  committee  df  Elizabeth  town,  upon  re- 
ceiving the  alamiing  news,  fent  on  a  few  tons,  which 
filcy  were  obliged  to  do  with  the  greateft  privacy,  left 
the  fears  of  their  owh  people,  had  it  been  known,  fliould 
hii^e  ftopt  it  for  their  own  ufc;  in  cafe  of  an  emergency. 
Uuring  this  interyal,  the  great  fcarcity  of  powder  be- 
came  a   camp  talk ;    and  a  deferter  carried  the  ac- 
dbtirtt  df  it  to  Bbfton.     The  Britifl>  dared  n6t  to  rely 
tip6n  thfe  intelligence,  having  been  fo  often  deceived. 
•  j&eiide,  though  they  had  met  with  unexpefted  proofe  of 
'AtteHc^'cdiirage,  yet 'thiey  coiiM  not  believe  die  colo- 
mfte  poflelfed  of  fuch  coiifummate  aflurance,  as  to  con- 
tiriU'e  inveflJng  them,  .while  fo  deftitute  of  ammunition. 
They  rather  fufpefted  a  deep  lard  plot  to  infoare  them. 
'  '^     AH  the  riflemen  are  arrived  in  camp.     The  congref- 
fi'olnal  refolve,  for  railing  eight  hundred,  paffed  on  the 
'  fouftc^th  of  Juhe,  and  on  the  twenty-fecond  they  agreed 
tipohtWo  additional  companies  of  Penrifylvtoians; '  No 
iff dfefs  were  difpatched  before  the  14th,  andthee^prcffes 
ftaiato  ride  three  or  four  hundred  miles  to  the  perfbns  di- 
rd(5?ed  to  raife  them.     The  fn'en  to  the  amount  df  1430, 
were  raiftd,  completely  armed,  inoft  with  their  own  rifles, 
arid  iccbutred  for  the  fifld  with  fuch  expedition,  as  to 
join  the  irfny  at  Cambridge,  one  company  on  thfe  twen- 
Aifg.  ty-fifth  of  July,   tHe  reft  on  the  fifth'  and  fevtfndi  of 
7*      '^tiguftj  all  had  rti'alrched  from  four  to  fevcn  hlirtdred 
miles.    The  whole  buflnefs  was  performed  in  left  than 
S  '  two 
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two  months,  without  a  farthing  advanced  from  the  con- 
tinental treafury. 

The  prcfent  is  a  good  time  for  rcladng  whjit  the 
congrefs  have  been  doing.  . 

They  agreed  to  a  Declaralion,  in  bel^f  of  the  cdlo-  July 
nies.  Jetting  forth  the  caufes  and  necejfity  of  their  takijtg  ui>  .  ^* 
arms.^  After  enumerating  the  injuries  they  had  fufFercd, 
they  reprobated  the  principles  of  lord  North's  concilia- 
tory plan,  without  naming  it,  and,  faid,  "  Parliamc;nt 
adopted  an  infidious  manoeuyre  calculated  to  divide  us, 
to  eflablUh  a  perpetual  auftion  of  taxations,  where  cc>- 
lony  flioyld  ^^id  againft  colony,  all  of  them  uninformed 
jn-hat  ranfom  would  redeem  their  lives."  They  went 
on  to  raentiQn>  the  perfidy  of  generai  Gage  in  breajc- 
ing  his  agreement  with  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton— the 
wantpn  burning  of  Charleftown,  and  a  confiderable 
number  qf  houfes  in  other  places — the  feizure  of  their 
fliips  and-.veffcls— the  inftigating  of  the  Canadians  ^d 
Indians  to  &11  upon  them.  They  then  faid,  "  We  arc 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  choofing  an  unconditional' 
lubmiffion  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  minifters,  or  re^ 
fiflance  by  force. — The  Utter  is  our  choice,— We  haye 
counted  the  coft  of  this  conteft,  and  find  nothing  fo 
dr^^ul  as  voluntary  flavery.— Honor,  juftice  and  hp-  . 
nianity,  forbid  , us  .tamely,  to  fu^rcnder  that  freedom 
which  we  received  frpm  our  galUnt.  anceftors,^  ^d  which 
our  innocent  pofterity.have  a  xight  to  receive  from  us. 
We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt .  of  refigning  . 
fucceeding  generations  to  that  wrctchednefc  .which^ine- 
vitably  awaits  them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hered.itiary  bon- 
dage upon  them/' 

F  3  ."..dur 
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*'  Our  caufe  is  j'uft.  Our  union  is  perfcft.  Our  inter- 
nal refources  are  great,  and  if  neccflary,  foreign  qffifiance 
Is  undoubtedly  attainable."  This  intimation  of  foreign 
afpftance^  wa§  not  founded  upon  any  private  informa- 
tion, biit  flowed  fplely.from  the  perfuafion,  that  one  or 
more  foreign  powers  will  readily  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity of  a  fixed  breach  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies,  to  weaken  the  power  of  the  firft  by  afHfting 
the  Jaft,  But  that  they  might  not  by  their  declaration, 
difquiet  the  minds  of  their  friends  and  fellow  fubjefts, 
.  congrefs  aflured  them,  that  they  meant  not  to  diflblve 
that  union,  which  had  fo  long  and  fo  happily  fubfifted 
between  them  and  Britain.  They  concluded  thus, 
"  With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the  fu- 
preme  and  impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  the  univerfc, 
we  moft  devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodnefs  to  pro- 
te£t  U3  happily  through  this  great  confiift,  to  difpofe  our 
adverfaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafonable  terms,  and 
thereby  to  relieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities  of 
'  civil  war." 

The  declaration  of  congrefs  has  been  read  with  reli^ 
gious  folemnity  by  the  chaplains,  to  the  different  bodies 
of  the  Arnerican  army  about  Bofton,  and  received  widi 
loud  acclamations  by  the  troops,  and  the  numerous 
fpeftators  who  were  -prefent  upon  the  occafion.  The 
fame  day  that  congrefs  agreed  upon  the  declaration, 
they  refolved  upon  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  lord  mayor^ 
aldermen,  and  livqrjr  of  the  city  of  London^  for  their  vir- 
tuous and  ipirited  opppfition  to  the  opprefliiffc'  and  ruin-^ 
ous  fyftem  of  colony  adminiftration  adopted  by  the  Bri- 
tilh  miniftry. 

The 
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The  petition  to  the  king  being  ready,  it  was  figned  July 
by  the  members  prefcnt.     It  is  a  decent,  dntiflil,  and    ^' 
truly  filial  petition,  and  deferves  to  be  written  in  letters  . 
of  gold,  for  the  fentiments.it  breathes  toward  the  parent 
ftate.     Had  money  been  wanting  to  have  purchafed  it, 
it  would  have  been  wifdom  to  have  bought  it  at  any , 
price.     If  properly  received,  it  may  be  made  the  bafis 
of  an  eternal  compadt,  between  Great  Britain  and  her  ' 
American  colonies,  which  may  to  all.  ages  bid  defiance  < 
to  the  intrigues  of  France,  and  the  murniurs  of  rotten- 
hearted  men  eidier  in  Britain  or  America.   .The  fince- . 
rity  of  it  may  be  called  into  queftion  by  the  miniftry. . 
Let  them  then  put  the  fincerity  of  it  to  the  teft,  by  pro- 
moting a  compliance  with  the  contents  j  and  fo  over- 
reach thofe  individual  delegates,  who  may  wifti  a  conti- 
nuance of  the  prefcnt  quarrel.     The  colonies  as  yet  de- » 
fire  no  more  than  a  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  fecurity . 
againft  a  repetition  of  them.     They  mofl:  ardendy  long 
for  a  firm  and  indiflbluble  union  with  the  parent  ftate . 
upon  tliefe  grounds.     Thus  is  it  with  the  army.     It  is 
the  wifh  of  general  Walhington  particularly  j  and  fuch 
is  its  r^onablenefs,  that,  hq  hopes  and  expeds,  that  the 
qonteft  wiU  be  Ihordy  terminated,  fo  as  to  admit  of  his 
eating  his  next  Chriftmas  dinner,  at  his.  own  delightful 
refidence  on  Mou9a  Vernon^ 

.  The  fame  day  the  congrefs  agreed  to  an  Mdrefs  to 
thi  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain.  In  it  they  faid,  "  We 
have  again  prefented  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to 
Qur  fovereign  \  and  to  remove  every  imputation  of  ob 
ftinacy,  have  requefted  his  majefty  to  direft  Ibme  mode 
by  which  die  united  applications  of  his  faithful  colpnifts 
may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  rficonci- 

F  4  liation* 
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Eation,  We  are  irilKhg  to  treat  on  fuch  terms  as  cm 
alone  render  an  accommodation  lafting ;  and  we  fiatter 
giarfelves,  that  our  pacific  endeavours  will  be  attended 
with  a  renloval  of  mirtifterial  troops,  and  a  repeal  of 
thofe  laws,  of  the  op^ation  of  ti^iich  we  compdain,.  on 
the  one  part,  and  a  difbahding  of  our  army,  and  a  dif- 
foiutiQft  of  our  commercial  affociations  on  the  other." 
They,  after  thatj  infinuated  the  danger  Ae  inhabicant* 
of  Britain  wouH  be  in  of  Mng  their  freedoms  in  cafe 
tbeif  American  birethr^h  Were  fubdued.  The  addrefs 
35  intended  to  cdncifiate  tAe  nftJftds  of  the  tfthabksiittfi  cf 
Britain,  to  the  meafures  that  the  colonifts  have  already 
takeii,  or  may  be  obliged  further  to  take,  Tuid  to  detain 
the  countenance  6f  the  former. 

The  petition  tb  tfie  king,  thfe  addrefs  tfo  the  inh*}-. 
tahts  of  Great  Britain,  and  die  Idfter  *)  the  lord  rtitybr, 
&c.  were  ordered  to  be  &nt  unddr  xovtr  fo  Rfcha^d 
Penn,  efq;  whom  the  prefiderit  was  to  rcqueft,  in  behUf 
of  the  congrefi,  to  join  with  the  o6k)ny  agents  in  {)rc-. 
fehting  the  petitioh  to  the  king,  Mr,  Tifin  fidled  loaf 
days  a^ter  di6  order  for  Eng^iind, 
ij,  The  congrf^  agreed  upon  appointing  comltiiffibiiers 
to  fuperintend  Indian  affairs  in  bebalf  of  the  6>kMiies, 
Proper  talks  to  die  Indians  were  ordered  to  be  pjtepared:, 
I3»  which  were  reported  the  next  dslY,  and  aceepted, 
i<j,  The  c<>n^r8  tefolved  to  recommend  to  all  al^-bo^ 
died  efFcftiye  men  in  each  colony,  between  fiwx^  iand 
fifty,  inimediatily  to  f^rm  themfelves  into  reg^xftW- 
panies  of  nrtHitiai  to  acquire  militAry  flclU,  and  to  4)o 
well  prepared  for^fenccj  and  that  a  fourth  part  of  Che 
militia  In  ^tiy  tdtony  be  felefted  for^ttwnute  tn«nj  and 

quired. 
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i^vired.  it  was  eameftly  rccomitornd^  fo  tbd^j  n^, 
coiAd  not  confcztndoufly  beir  armt  ta  a^f  cafe>  to  coo^ 
tribute  fibemlly  to  the  reifcf  of  dicir  4ifecfled  bFCtbrea^ 
and  to  do  ^  other  fervices  to  their  oppreflcd  counuyi, 
wfaicbi  tbey  could  coofiftei^ly  widi  tbek  itti^ow  pria^  . 
ciptes.  They  aUo  propoTcd  thiit  each  cobny  ihOMJd 
^oiat  a  comdntt^e  of  fetety,  to  direS:  aU  matters  mfr 
ceffiuy  for  the  fecurky  of  their  refpeSdye  colonies,  in  ^ 
recdk  of  tiiek  a(£emblie3  aad  coiiv^tioQSi  aod  &auki. 
mai(e  fuch  provirion  by  arcned  yeflek  <u-  otherwi^e^a^ 
might  be  judged  txpedknt^  for  the  proteftion  of  their 
harbours  trnd  navigation  on  iheir  fea  coaib^  againft  att 
hoftife  cutters  and  flrips  of  war* 

Tfai$  being  the  Asy  ^pointed  lor  the  continental  &&t^ 
eongrefs  agreed  to  meet,  and  go  ia  a  body  to  divine 
Jcrvipe,  both  parts  of  the  day.  They  Tcquefted  JVfr. 
Dud^  to  preach  be£bre  them  in  the  nKH-ning,  and  Dr* 
j&^  in  the  afternoonr  But  before  fervice,  they  niet 
miK  enoi^to  read  ibme  difpatches  brought  by  e^eft 
from  genend  Schuyler ;  and  a  letter  from  the  convene 
(ion  of  Georgia^  fetting  forth  that  that  colony  had  ac^ 
ceded  to  the  general  alfociatianj  and  appointed  dele* 
gases  to  attend  the  eongrefs, 

Tha  daywas  kept  at  Philadelphia,  as  the  mpftfo- 
iefim  fiift  ever  hdd  in  that  city.  It  was  relfg^ou%  ob^ 
Ssrmd  du-ot^hout  die  united  edlonies.  The  united 
fyno4  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  had  publUhed  ^ 
p^fa>nd  letter  ^tne  time  be&re:  it  was  read  on  iSaat 
day>  indie  churcties  oimder  their  cace,  whicjx  are  yerjr 
fwmerous.  They  ilaid  in  it,  '^^^  the  whote  coft^ 
•daent^  whii  hardiy  any  cacception,  'fcicm  dj^jermiiied  teo 
(^i^fc^dihck/fti^^  ofiapafls^nt-be^^ 

culiar 
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culiar  duty  of  thoie>  .who  profefs  a  willingncfs  to  hazaisd 
dicir  lives  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  to  be  prepared  for 
death,  which  to  many  muft  be  a  certain,  and  to  every 
one  is  a  poffible  or  probable  event.  It  is  well  known  to . 
you  (otherwife  it  would  be  impnJdent  thus  publicly  to 
profefs)  that  we  have  not  been  inftrumental  in  inflam- 
mg  the  minds  of  the  people,  or  urging  them  to  afts  of 
violence  and  diforder.  Perhaps  no  inftance  can  be  given 
on  fa  interefting  a  fobjeft,  •  in  which  political  fentiments 
have  been  fo  long  and  fo  fully  kept  from  the  pulpit,. 

•  and  even  malice  itfelf  has  not  charged  us  with  laboring 
from  the  prefs;  but  things  arc  now  come  to  fiich  a 
height,  that  we  do  not  wilh  to  conceal  our  opinions*  as 

■  men.  Suffer  us  therefore*  to  exhort  you,  by  affuring 
you,  that  there  is  no  army  fo  formidable  as  thofe  who 
are  fuperior  to  the  fear  of  deadi. ,  IiCt  therefore  every 
one  who,  from  generofity  'of  fph-it,  or  benevolence  of 
hearty  offers  himfelf  as  a  champion  in  his  •  oountry's 
caufe,  be  perfuaded  to  reverence  the  Lard  of  Ihftsy  and 
walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Prince  'of  the  kings  cf  ihe^earihj 
and  then  he  may,  with  the  moft  urilhaken  firmheik,  ex-» 
peft  the  iffue  either  in  death  or  viftory." 

After  feveral  other  exhortations,  they  offered  fix  ad* 
vices,  in  fubftance  as  follows :  "  ift.  Let  every  »ppbr- 
tunity  be  taken  to  exp^efs  your  attachment  to  king 
Geojfge  and  the  revolution  principles.  We  rccomnnend 
efieem  and  reverence  for  the.  perfori  of  the  prince^  who 
hasj  probably  beea  mifled  into  the  lute  and  prefeht  mea<^ 
fures^  by  thofe  about  him ;  neidier  have  we  any  doubt, 
that  theythemfelves  liave  been  in  a  greiit  degree  rdCf- 
ceived  byfalfc  infomoation  from  interefted  perfonrrefidr 
ing  in  Ame;rica.«-«*adiy. .  Be  carefol  to  maintain  th^  union 

which 
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which  at  prefent  fubfifts  in  all  the  colonies,  on  which  the 
fuccefs  of  every  meaftire  depends. — jdly.  We  earneftljr 
befeech  all  focieties  to  watch  over  their  members,  and 
aifcourage  luxury  of  living,  public  diverfions,  and 
gaming  of  aU  kinds.— 4thly.  We  recommend  a  regard 
to  public  order  and  peace ;  that  all  perfons  confcienti- 
oufly  pay  their  debts,  and  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power 
fcrve  one  another,  fo  that  the  evils  infeparable  from  a 
civil  w^r  may  not  be  augmented  by  wantonnefs  and  ir- 
regularity.— 5thly.  We  recommend  to  all  ranks,  but 
particularly  to  thofe  who  may  be  called  to  a6tion,  a 
fpirit  of  humanity  and  mercy.  We  recommend  that 
meeknefs  and  gieiidenefs  of  fpirit  which  is  the  nobleft 
attendant  on  true  vdor.  That  man  will  fight  moft 
bravely,  who  never  fights  but  when  it  is  riccefiary,  and 
who  ceafes  to  fight  as  foon  as  the  neceffity  is  over.— 
Laftly,  We  would  recommend  to  all  focieties,  not  to 
content  themfelves  with  attending  devoutly  On  fafts,  but 
to  continue  habitually  in  prayer,  and  to  have  frequent 
voluntary  meetings  for  folemn  interceffion  with  God  on 
the  important  trial*' 

The  acceflion  of  Georgia,  was  owing  much  to  the 
exertions  of  the  reverend  Dr.  Zubly  j  who  roufed  the 
attention  of  many  in  the  province  to  the  alarming  fitu- 
ation  of  American  affair^ ;  fo  that  at  length  a  general 
election  was  held  fpr  delegates  to  fit  in  provincial  cori- 
grefs.  They  met  on  the  fourth  of  July  in  Savannah ; 
and  requcfl:ed  the  governor  to  apjx)int  a  day  of  faffing 
and  prayer  through  .the  province,  that  a  happy  reconci- 
liation might  foon  take  place  between  America  and  the 
parent  ftate,  and  that,  under  the  aufpicious  reign  of  his 
rnajefly  and  his  defcendants,  both  countries  might  re- 
main 
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main  united,  virtuous,  free  and  happy,  till  time  flioij|4 
be  no  mord.  His  excellency  James  Wright  copfented, 
^  the  requeft  was  exprefled  in  fuch  loyal  and  dutiful 
terms,  and  th^. ends  propofed  fuch  as  every  good  man 
mdl  ardently  wifhed^.  They  choik  the  reverend  Dr. 
Zubjy,  and  four  others,  delegate's  to  reprefent  the  pro-; 
vince  i^  the  .continental  congrefe ;  and  at  once  entered 
into  alj  the  fpirit  df  thp.refojutipns  formed  by xhe  other 
colonies,  and  adopted  fimilar.  They  dccjbtf-ed,  that, 
though  tbeir  province  was  not  included  in  the  late  re- 
ftraining  bill,  they  c^nfidered  that  eircuiQAance  rather 
as  an  infylt  than  a  &vor,  as  being  ineant  to  break  the 
•  '  union  of  the  provinces,  and  as  being  ^0]unde4  on  the 
fuppofition,  that  the  inhabitants  ,of  the  excepted  pro- 
vince could  be  bafe  enox^h  to  turiji  the  oppreffion  o£ 
America  into  a  niean  advantage.,  Tih^jf  fiMb jigreed 
upon  an  humble  A^ddrefs  and  repre^ntauoa  to  bis.  nia- 
jefly,  which,  as  it  was  not  deficient  i^  a  certain  freihnei^ 
of  colouring,  had  the  appearance  of  novelty. 
July  The  congrefs  agreed  in  an  addrefs  to  the  aflembly  of 
25«  Jamaica;  and  in  it  faid,  "  We  receive  uncommon pl.e^- 
fore  from  obferving  the  principles  of  our  righteous  op- 
pofition  diftinguiflied  by  your  approbation.  We  fegl 
the  warm^  gratitude  for  your  patheitic  mediation  in  our 
behalf  with  the  crown.  The  peculiar  fituatipn  of  yoyr 
ifland  forbids  your  afliftance.  But  we  have  yqur  good 
wifiies.  From  the  gopd  wiflies  of  the  friends  of  liberty 
und  mankind^  we  Ihall  ab^ays  derive  coniic^tion." 

They  alfo.refdved.  That  a  bpdy  of  forces,  not  cx- 
•4eBeding  five  thoufand,  be  kept  up  in,  tjie  ^cw.york  de- 
partment s-rand  that  a  further  (um  Qf  .ooe  miMiion  Spa- 

.,  wlh 
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niflv  friHcd  cMlars,  be  ftnick  in  bi^  of  thirty  doUsrs 

Thity:  c&abfiflied  t  poft^Kifice,  .ti|  reach  fro«n  Fil-  t6. 
mouth  in  NewEog^and  to  SiKmnaIi^4n  Georgia  $  and 
4iicn  untnintoaflf  -difted  Bfitgamin  Fl^ahklin  eft);  poCk- 
.otQiftei' genei^d;*  \  •  r,  ,^     .. 

t    Tfaejr  proceeded  to  die  eftebMifnent  of  an  ho^tai  27* 
-fer  an ' ahny  of  do^ooo  men;   and  dedsd  Bergaiiun 
Church  to  be  diicAok*  of  iaiid  frfqrfidan  in  it. 
'    They  agited  to  an  addmfi  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  st> 
asid  in  it  furD^fedlhem  widi  a  n^  Oane  of  die  colonial 
modves  and  obgeds,  thebett^  to  enable  them  to  judge  of 
'the  cdnduftofthfe  ci^okiiftsmthaccuracy,andtDdeMiAine 
the  merits  of  dgcoon ovcify  ivith  impartiality  andprsci* 
fioB.    They  thiin  anticipated  the  gdden  period,^  whm 
liberty,  ividi  aS  die  gende  arts  df  peace  and  humamty, 
^flididdeftaUifiiieerjali^  inthisvefleiniivorld* 

and  tttSt  rtcovial  monumeiMi  t»  the  miemory  of  tiiofe 
'SmMfM  patrioGi  ididtiuny»^.wbafliatt'hayc  fought  and 
A^tod,  and  Hifierbd  in  hdr  canfe.    Toward  the  clofe,  ^tbe 
-jfliiguage  is,  <<  Acci^  our  m(»ft^  ^graniful  ackno«4e(%- 
-ments  f^r  the  friendly  di^ofition  you  have  alvMty'(howfi 
toward  us.«— ^We  know  diat  you  are  not  i^^odiout  your 
'grie^rances*— 'Welympadiize  with  you  m.  your  diftrefs, 
*«nd  are  pkia&d  to  find  diat  the'ddSgn  of  fiili^ugatii]^ 
.tBi  has  perfbadedadminiftratipn  to  difpenfe  toUelMJ 
ibme  vagrant  rays  of  miniflerial  filinfhine.^^Eirett  the 
tender  mercies  of  government  have  long  been  cruel  to- 
-  ward  you,— Jn  the  rich  paftures  of  Ireland,  many  hun- 
gry parricides  have  fed,  and  grown  ftrong  to  labopin 
its  deftrudion."    In  the  body  of  it>  a  ihaft  Is  elegahdy 
-pointed  at  one  of  the  Britilh generals.— ^^ -^^rrra. is 

ama,zed 
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amazed  to  find  die  name  of  Howe  in  the  catalogue!  of 
her  enemies : — {he  loved  his  brother."  The  former  lord 
Howe  fell  by  a  fhotfrom  a  French  Indian,  after  landing 
on  die  left  toward  the  bottom  of  Lake  George,  and 
while  heading  his^orps  and  marching  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Aberci*ombie,  to  attack  Tyconderoga. 
Tl^  Maflachufetts  aflembly,  'to  exprefs:  their  affeftion 
and  ftrong  fenfe  of  hi&  worthy  charafter,  had  a  monu- 
ment erefted  to  his  .memory  in  Weftminfter-abbcy. 

ifS*  The  quotas  of  the  feveral  colonies  toward  the  common 
expence  was  fettled,  for  the  prefect,  fubjed  to  a  future 
revifion  and  correftion..  ..       :  .  j       .  ..]..•' 

3>*  The  aflemblies  of  .  New  Jerfcy, ;  Pcnnfylvania  and 
Virginia,  having  referred  to  the  congrefs  the  refoiudon 
of  the  houfe  of  conimons,  comprdiiending  lord  North's 
conciliatory. plan,  they  expreffed  their,  opinion-  upon  it, 
to  the  following  purpofe,  viz....**'  The  cdonies  arc  efititlcd. 
to  the  fole  and  exclufiw  privHcge  t)f  giving  and  gnwit- 
ing  their .  own  money.:;  As.  they  .pofiefe  a  right  of  ap- 
propriating their  giftfe,  io  are  they  entitled  at  all  times, 
to  inquire  into  their  application.  This  privilege  of  giv- 
ing or  withholding  their  monies,  is  an  important  bar- 
rier againft  the  undue  exertion  of  prerogative.        ' 

"  The  propofition  contained  in  the  r^Tolution  is  un- 
reafonable  and  infidious :  uwreafonable^  beeaufe,  if  we 
declare  we  accede  to  it,  we  declare  without  refcrvation, 
we  will  purchafe  die  favor  of  parliament,  not  knowing 
at  the  ^me  time  iit  what  price  they  will  plcafe  to  cfti- 
iTU^te  their  favor;  it  is. /^i/^a^,  beeaufe^  individual  co- 
kmies,  having  hid. and  bidden  again,  till  they  find.  Ac 
avidity  of  the  feller  too  great  for  all  thtir  powers  torii- 
tisfy,  are  then  to  return  into  oppolxtion,  divided  fi-om 

their 
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niflhr  miUed  (Mars,  be  {truck  m  bi^s  oi  thirty  dollars 
each;  >M 

Th^:  efbtb4Uhed  a  poft-office>  te|  reach  fitxn  Fal-  3& 
mouth  in  New  EiD^and  to  SttvannaH  in  Georgia;  and 
4l»n  tinantnioi^f  dk^ed  Bei^amin  Franklin  eiqs  poft- 
tn$&tt  generil; 

i     They  proceeded  to  die  cftablilhment  of  an  holjrital  2^. 

for  zn' may  of  ao,ooo  men;   and  eleited  Benjsufnin 

Church  to  be  direfbor  of  and  phyfician  in  it. 

'    They  agreed  to  an  addreis  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  is« 

and  in  it  furmflied  them  with  a  tnie  ftate  of  the  colonial 

motives  and  objcdts,  the  better  to  enable  rfiem  to  jvidge  of 

'tl^  cbndisdof  the  ci^oiiifts  with  accuracy,  and  todeterniine 

tJie  flfterits  of  dK  controverfjr  with  knpartialitjr  and  prcci- 

fion*    They  thidn  ahticipated  the  gcdden  peiiod,  when 

liberty,  with  aH  tiie  gentle  arts  <j[  peace  and  humanity, 

^  fikmU  eftabl^  ber  mild  dominion  in  this  wefterh  woiid, 

and  efedi;  eternal  momimemsto  die  memory  of  thofe 

•^muous  patiiots  ahdmsfftyrs,  who  ihsdl  have  fought  and 

-Med,  «id  luficred  in  her  caufe.    Toward  the  clofe,  the 

-ioiiguage  is,  "Accept  our  m6ft  grateful  acknowledg- 

TTients  fot  the  friendly  difpofition  you  have  alway^ihown 

toward  us.*— We  know  that  you  are  not  without  your 

'grievances.— We  fympathize  with  you  in  your  difti-efs, 

'^and  are  pleaied  to  find  that  the  defign  of  fubjugating 

.ta,  bss  periuaded  adminiftratipn  to  difpenfe  i6  Inland 

fomc  vagrant  rays  of  minifterial  funflune.-— Even  the 

tender  mercies  of  government  have  long  been  cn»l  to- 

-  ward  yoxL — In  the  rich  paftures  of  Ireland,  imny  hun- 
gry parricides  have  fed,  and  grown  fltrong  to  W>Di^in 

-  its  deflrudion.*"    In  the  body  of  it,  aihaft  is  eiegandy 
'pointed  at  one  of  the  Britiih  generals.—"  America  h 

amazed 


8p  -Tf|B     HtsraRT     OF     THIS 

iic  declarations  and  a£ts  of  any  powers^  on  the  grcat^^ 

.^cafions^  in  r€{jpe&  ia>art>  ^dre&>  and  execution. 

.  When  you  ccnifider  the  variety  of  climaces,  foils,  rc- 
ligbns,  civil  governn^ents,   commercial  interefts,  ^c- 

:whk:h  were  reprefented  in  the  former  coiigrefs,  and  the 
kte  feffion  of  theprcfent;  and  the  various  occupations, 
educations  and  characters  of  the  gentlemen  who  con^^ 
ppfed  them;  you  will  judge,  that  the  general  harxnpny 
anjd  unanimity  which  prevailed  in  them,  is  icarcely  to 
be  paralljcled.  At  the  revolution,  fuch  mighty  queflioi^s 
as,  "  Whether  is  the  throne  vacant  or  not  ?  Whether 
ijviall  the  prince  of  Orange  be  king  or  not  ?"  were  de- 

'  to^mii^d  in  die  convention  parliament,  by  frtiall  maJQ- 
rities-A-the  laft  queftion  by  two  only.;  The  great  to^jQ- 
rities,  the  almoft  unanimity,  with  which  inoft  capital 
queftions  have  been  decided  in  the  continental  cpjigrefei 
wai  be  confidered  by  numbers'  in  np  other  light  than  as 
the.  happieft  omens  i  or  rather  A3  providential  iijlpen- 
iations  in  favor  of  the  colonies  i  as  5y.ell  as  the  clearc/l 
demonftrations  of  their  cordial,  firm,  radical,  and  indtf-* 
folubfe  union. 

The  adjournment  of  congrefs  affords  the  dek^tcs^ 
the^beft  means  of  confuking  with  their  conftituents,  as 
to  what  further  meafures  it  may  be  neceflary  to  adopt : 
as  alfo  certain  individuals,  who  may  look  fonjard  to 
independency,  a  much  more  favorable  opportunity  of 
ripening  their  defigns  by  private,  perfonal,  intcrcourfe 

.  with  fpecial  confidants,  than  can  be  enjoyed  by  an  epifto^ 
lary  <}orrefpondence.    By  well-timed  hints,  they  m^y 

4cAtter  HEhpfe  fentimental  feeds,  which  ihall  at  length  pro- 

Jiiice  events,  not -at  prefentfulpefted  ejven  by  the  perfa(>s 

.attending  to  fuch  hints. 

The 
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Thfe  Georgia  delegates  did  not  come  on,  and  join  the 
.congrefs  before  the  feflion  was  clofed. 

The  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  were  fo  zealous, 
and  the  alarm  fpread  by  the  Lexir.gtoh  engagement  fo 
cxtcnfive  through  the  colony,  that  172  members  met  in  June 
ptxivincial  congrefs,   agreeable  to  the  fummons  iffued     '* 
three  and  twenty  days  before  by  the  general  committee. 

They  unaninioufly  refolved,  that  an  affociation  was  2» 
neceflary,  which  was  drawn  up  and  figned  by  their  pre- 
fidcnt  Henry  Laurens  efq;  and  all  the  members  prefent. 
In  it  riiey  declared-—"  Thoroughly  convinced  thatj  un-^ 
der  our  prefent  diftreffed  circumftances,  we  fhall  be  juf- 
tified  before  God  ahd  man,  in  refilling  force  by  force, 
we  do  unite  ourfelves  uhder  every  tie  of  religion  and  ho* 
nor,  and  aflbciate  as  a  band  in  the  defence  of  an  in- 
jured country  againft  every  foe— hereby  folemrily  en- 
gaging- that,  whenever  our  continental  or  provincial 
councils  (hall  decree  it  neceflary,  we  will  go  forth,  and 
be  ready  to  facrifice  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  fecure 
her  freedom  and  fafety.  This  obligation  to  continue 
in  full  force  until  a  reconciliation  fhall  take  place  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  upon  conflitutional  princi- 
ples— an  event  which  we  moft  heartily  defire.  And  we 
will  hold  all  thofe  perfons  inimical  to  the  liberty  of  the 
colonies  who  fhall  refufe  to  fubfcribe  this  aflbciation.'' 
Thb-was  afterward  pretty  generally  fubfcribed  by  the 
inhabitants. 

It  was  refolved  to  raife  two  regiments  of  foot,  and  a     5. 
regiment  of  i^angers  ;  ahd  to  put  the  town  and  province 
in  a  re^)eftable  pofture  of  defence.      The  provincial 
Gongrefs  were  fenfible,    that   the    expences   would   be 
.great.     But  it  was  the  language  there,  as  well  as  in  the 

Vol.  II.  G  other 


84  ir*E    Histoay    of    thb 

other  tolonics,  among  the  friends  to  frecdon^,  *f  0^ 
will  freely  give  up  balf^  cr  even  the  whole  of  our  fortunes 
to  Jecure  our  liberties^*'  Bills  6(  credit  were  ftruck,  which, 
through  t;hc  confent  and  enthufiaftn  of  the  people^  fi^ 
plied  the  prefent  emer^ncy. 

So  great  was  the  military  ardor  among  the  gentle-^ 
ipen,  that  candidates  for  commiffions  were  four  time^ 
more  than  could  be  employed;  and  in  the  nuitiber 
were  many  of  the  firft  families  and  fortunes*  The  mi- 
litia officers  refigned  their  commiffions  under  the  go-- 
^  vcrnor,  and  by  their  own  confent  were  fubjeded  to  the 
orders  of  the  provincial  congrefs^ 

Thus  the  popular  leaders,  in  la  few  weeks,  had  an 
army  and  treafury  at  their  command.  Thirteen  gen- 
tlemen were  chofen  a  council  of  fafety. 

While  this  congrefs  was  fitting,  lord  William  Camp^ 
bell,  governor  of  the  province,  arrived,  and  was  receiv- 
ed with  all  the  demoniftrations  of  joy  ufual  on  £milar 
occafions. 
2,.         The  congrefs  waited  on  him  with  an  addrefs,  in  which, 
they  difclofed  to  him  the  true  caufes  of  dieir  prdfent 
proceedings;  and  declared,  that  no  love  of  innovadoii^ 
no  defirc  of  altering  the  conftitution  of  govcrmncniy  no 
lufl  of  independence,  had  the  leaft  influence  upon  their.^ 
counfek;  but  that  they  had  been  impelled  to  afibciate? 
and  take  up  arms,  folely  for  the^prefervation  and  in  di^ 
fenc^  of  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties.     They,  eifk 
treated  his  excellency  to  make  fuch  a  reprelentad«#.df 
the  ftate  of  the  colony,  and  of  their  true  motives^  tt  tOt 
afiure  his  niajefiy,  that  he  had  no  fubjedb,  who  momv  i 
(incerely  defired  to  teflify  their  loyalty  and  aflfedtiooi,  er 
wotiM  be  tnore  willing  to  devote  their  lives  and  fortimB% 

*iii 
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in  his  real  fervicc.    His  lordfhip  returned  a  very  mild     * 
and  prudent  ahlwer. 

They  .adjourned,  having  firft  delegated  a  great  part  of  iau 
their  authority  to  the  council  of  fafety  and  the  general 
comnntittee ;  the  former  of  which  is  in  the  nature  of  an 
executive,  and  the  latter  of  a  legiflative  authority.  It 
was  particiilarly  recommended  to  the  general  committee> 
to  take  eJ(Fe£tual  mediods-  to  have  the  allbciation  ligned 
through  the  province,  and  to  demand  from  the  non- 
fubfcribers  the  reafons  of  their  refufal. 

The  npn^fubfcribers  have  been  advertifed  as  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  all  intercourfe  betwcea 
them  and  the  aflbciators  interdidted.  An  oath  of  neutra- 
lity has  been  required  of  all,  to  which  fome  have  agreed  ; 
others  refufing,  have  been ,  difarrhed ;  and  a  few^  who  ' 
would  not  enter  into  any  engagements  for  the  public  fecu-  . 
rity,  have  been  confined  to  their  houfes  and  plantations. 

In  thefe  kinds  of  interefting  civil  broils,  matters  are 
generally  carried  to  an  excefs,  and  policy  often  tramples 
upon  truth  and  juftice.  Among  the  non-fubfcribers, 
there  may  have  been  feveral  real  friends  to  the  liberties' 
of  America,  who  could  not  in  confcience  fubfcribe  the. 
aflbciation. 

The  South  Carolinians,  having  agreed  upon  a  military 

oppofitioHy  were  refolved  to  defend  Charleftown.to  the 

toft  extremity ;  and  yet  the  whole  quantity  of  powder  ia 

the  colony  did  not  exceed  three  thoufand  pounds.    A^ 

miUtary  oppofition,  not  being  originally  defigned  pr.cx- 

pefbed  by  them  ainy  more  than  by  the  people  of  the  other 

I  cdoniesy  there  waa  the  like  inattention  as  elfewhere,  in^ 

irg^  tt>die  providing- of  ftores.  .  Reduced  now  to.  the 

;    alterafttive  c£  fightixig  or  fubmitting,  they  tocdc  e^ttra-. 

-     .  G  2.  ordinary 
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Ordinary  methods  to  obtain  a  fupply.  The  inhabitants 
of  Eaft  Florida,  having  never  joined  in  meafures  of  dp- 
pofition  to  Britain,  the  ports  of  that  province  were  open 
for  the  purpofes  of  trade. 

■  Twelve  perfons,  therefore,  authorized  by  the  council 
of  fafety,  failed  from  Charleftown  for  that  coaft ;  and 
by  furprife,  boarded  a  veffel  near  the  bar  of  St.  Augiif- 
tine,  though  twelve  Britifh  grenadiers,  of  the  14th  re- 
giment, were  on  board.  They  took  out  fifteerl  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  powder,  for  which  they  gave  a  bill  of 
exchange  to  the  captain ;  and  having  fecured  d  fafe  re^ 
treat  to  themfelves,  (leered  for  Beaufort,  and  from  thence 
N  by  an  inland  navigation  efcaped  their  purfuers,  and  got 
lafe  to  Charleftown. 

North  Carolina  was  no  lefs  fpirited  than  South.  The 
militia  were  arrayed  and  exercifcd,  and  other  mealures 
taken  to  fupport  whatever  oppofition  they  might  be  called 
to  make  againft  the  Britilh  adherents.  Governor  Martin 
was  equally  vigorous^  though  not  equally  fuccefsful. 
He  expefted,  by  means  of  the  back  fettlers,  Scotch 
inhabitants,  and  Highland  emigrants,  to  have  made  a 
ftand  againft  the  patriotic  party,  and  therefore  took 
pains  to  fortify  his  palace  at  Newbernj  but  before  it 
could  be  efftfted,  his  attempting  to  move  the  palace 
guns,  alarmed  the  committee  of  the  place ;  who,  dC' tjtc 
head  of  a  body  of  armed  menj'^mterpofed,  feizcd  a&d 
carried  off  fix  pieces  of  artillery,  which  lay  behind  Ac 
palace.  This  occafioned  the  governor's' making  a  pre- 
cipitate ftight  to  Fort  Johnfon  on  Cape  Fear  river.  The 
people,  apprdienfive  th^t  he  would  ftrcngthcn,  and  pre- 
pare it  for  the  reception  of  a  force  to  be  employed  iif 
reducing  the  cok)ny  1  and  concluding^  that  he  vrobld 
->  encourage 
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encourage  the  (laves  to  revolt,  in  cafe  of  the  failure  of 
all  other  means  to  maintain  the  king's  government; 
coUefted  at  Wilmington  under  colonel  Aftie,  who  had  ^^^^ 
refigned  his  governmental  commiflion,  and  accepted  one 
from  popular  authority.  The  colonel  defigned  removing 
the  king's  artillery  from  the  fort;  but  the  cannon  and 
ftores  were  fecured  in  time,  by  .order  of  the  goverilor, 
who  retired  on  board  the  king's  floop  the  Cruifen 

Colonel  Afhe,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  entered  .the  |8, 
fort,  fired  it,  and  reduced  the ,  houfes  and  buildings  to 
afhes.  The  next  day  he  completed  the  deftruction  of 
its  wooden  defences,  to  which  the. fire  had  not  extended; 
and  burnt  the  houfes,  and  defolated  every  thing  in  fhe 
;  neighbourhood  of  the  place,  that  fo  they  might  provp 
of  no  benefit  to  the  governor. 

The  Newbern  committee  apprehending  he  m/eans  to. 
eredt  the  king's  ftandard,  and  to  commence  hofliUtjes, 
have  refolved,  "  That  no  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoev^r 
have  any  correfpondence  .with  him,  on  pain  of  beij^g 
deemed  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  dealt 
with  accordingly."  Perfons,  throughout  the. united  co- 
lonies, dread  being  advertifed  for  enemies  to  the  liberties 
of  America.  .   .  ♦ 

In  treating  of  Virginia,  we  muft  go  bac!k  to  captain 
Henry's  advancing  with  his  volunteers  toward  Willian^f- 
burgh.  The  alarm  it  occafioned,  put  Lord  Dunmore 
upon  converting  his  palace  into  a  garrifon,  fortifying  it 
in  the  beft  manner  he  could,  and  furrounding.  it  with 
artillery.  Fromi  thence  he  iffued  a  proclamation,  charg- 
ing Mr.  Henry  and  his  fpUowers  with  reb?l|ious  pra^- 
.  tices,  and  attributing  the.  prefent  comnription^  to  dif- 
^fFeftion  in  the  people,  and  a  defir?  of  changing  the 
j    ..  G  ;j  eftablifhed 
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«*ftaiblifiicd  form  of  goviernmcnti  which  fervcd  only  to 
increafe  the  difcontcnt.  On  the  other  hand,  die  Virgi- 
^  nians,  in  their  county  meetings,  applauded  Mr.  Henry's 
conduft ;  ajid  infifted,  that  they  wanted  nothing  but  to 
|>referve  their  ancient  confdtution,  and  only  oppofcd  in- 
.Jiovations. — The  difturbances  they  charged  to  the  gover- 
jior's  late  condud.  The  difcontents  of  the  people  were 
increafcd  by  fome  procured  copies  of  letters  from  his 
lordfliip  to  the  minifter  of  the  American  department, 
and  which  were  feverely  cenfured  as  containing  not  only 
unfavorable,  but  unfair  and  unjuil  reprefent^icHis,  as 
well  of  fads,*  as  of  the  temper  and  difpofition  df  the 
colony. 

In  this  ftate  of  diforder,  on  the  arrival  of  difpatches 
from  Great  Britain,  the  houfe  of  burgcjHes  was  fuddenly 
June  and  unexpeftedly  convened  by  ^e  governor.  The 
grand  motive  for  it  was  to  procure  their  approbation  of 
Lord  North's  conciliatory  plan,  accordingly  in  his  §)eech 
he  ufed  his  utmoft  addrefs  to  carry  this  point. 

The  firft  a£t  however  of  the  houfe,  was  the  sq)point« 
tnent  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
late  difturbances,  and  particularly  to  examine  the  ftatc 
of  the  magazine,  that  meafures  might  be  taken  for  its 
replenifhmenc,  Me^ns  having  been  contrived  by  his 
4ordlhip's  order  for  fe(:uring  the  magazine,  and  no  no- 
tice having  been  given  of  fpring  guns  being  prepared, 
fome  inconfiderate  young  men  attempted  to  lumifh 
themfelves  ^ith  arms  out  of  it,  and  one  of  diem  was 
sw>undcd.  The  mode  of  defending  the  magazine  by 
^ring  guns,  and  the  unfortunate  accident,  irritated  the 
minds  of  many,  who  were  joined  by  others.  A -great 
concowfc  qf  people,  ^pm  difia:eDt  parts,  aSembkd, 


and  thcHigh  ijie  houfe  was  fitting)  broke  open  the  maga- 
eine,  and  tock  away  m^y  of  the  larms.  Some  of  ^ 
meiid)ers>  iiearkig  what  was  going  forward^  repaired  to^ 
tte  noagame^  and  dum^  not  in  time  to  prevent  ks 
being  focced  x^en,  by  r emonitratii^  with  all  the  people 
they  met  againft  fuch  proceedings^  prevailed  with  them 
to  return  the  arms.  The  keys  of  the  magazine  were 
^terward  delivered  to  the  committee  of  the  houfe,  by 
his  locdfliip's  order  i  who,  upon  examinadon,  found 
moft  of  die  nemaining  powder  buried  in  the  magazine 
yard,  where  it  fuffered  confiderable  damage  by  the  rain: 
tiie  mulkets  were  deprived  of  their  locks  j  and  the  ma- 
^zine  wa3  naked  and  infufficient  in  all  refpeds. 

An  laccaunt  was  brought  into  William/burgh,  that 
capt,  Collins  of  die  Magdalen,  had  flipped  his  cabks, 
and  was  come  up  the  river  with  a  number  of  boats,  con- 
taining a  hundred  men  at  leaft,  intended  to  be  marched 
into  the  city.  Upon  this  report  a  number  6£  people 
.aflfembled  under  arms,  that  they  might  defend  the  city 
and  its  inhabitants,  in  cafe  any  thing  hoftile  fliould  be 
attempted.  Upon  hearing  what  his  lordfhip  had  faid 
to  the  council,  they  retted  peaceably  and  quiedy,  with-r 
x^  any  difturbance.  However,  their  readinefs  to  af- 
femb^  under  arms  upon  reports,  without  waidng  to 
know  whether  they  were  ^rue  or  falfe,  made  fuch  an  irn^ 
preflkHi  upon  the  governor's  mind,  that  he  with  his  lady 
^id  family  quitted  the  place,  early  in  the  mcMning,  pro- 
xeeded  to  York-town,  and  went  on  board  the  Fo^ey 
•man  of  war.  He  has  the  honor  of  being  the  firft  go- 
vernor*, who  thinks  it  n^ceffary  to  quit  his  govern- 

^  GoTcmor  Martin  went  not  on  l)oaid  the  Cruifer  (loop  till  the 
^<Uleof}al7« 
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mcnt,  and  take  refuge  on  board  his  majcfty's  fleet : 
though  in  his  letter  of  May  the  firft,  he  held  out  to  nii- 
piftry  his  hope,  that  with  a..fupply  6f  arms  and  ammu^ 
pition,  he  fhould  be  able  to  coUeft  from  among  Indians, 
negroes  and  other  perfons,  a  fuffident  force  to  defend 
government.  He  left  a  meffage  for  the  houfc  of  bur^ 
gefles,  acquainting  them,  that  both  himfelf  and  family 
were  in  conftant  danger  through  the  fury  of  the  people; 
that  he  hoped  they  would  proceed- in  the  bufinefs -before 
them  i  and  that  he  fhould  stttend  as  ufual  to  the  duties 
of  his  office,  and  was  difpofed  to  reflore  the  harmony, 
which  had  been  fo  unhappily  interrupted. 

9*  The  meffage  produced  a  joint  addrefs  from  the  coun-^ 

cil  and  houfe,  declaring  that  they  would  cheerfully  con- 
cur in  any  meafure  Jie  fhould  propofe  for  the  fecurity  of 
himfelf  and  family;  obferving  how  imprafticable  it 
would  be  to  carry  on  bufmefs  at  fuch  a  diflance,  and 
entreating  his  return  with. his  lady  and  family  to  the 
pak^e,  as  what  would  alfo  afford  great  public  fatisfaftion, 
and  be  the  likelieft  mean  of  quieting  the  minds  of  the 
people,  .   • 

lo.  .  His  lordfbip  returned  a  written  anfwer,  in  which  he 
juftified  his  appr^henfipns  of  danger,  and  fpeoified  feve^ 
ral  charges, againft  the  houfe  of  burgeffes.  .  It  contained 
many  other  matters  tending  to  irritate :  but  concluded 
with  mollifying  t;eFms,  by  no  means  equal  however  to 
the  removal  pf  the  acrimony  excitjed  by  the  preceding 
fevere  charge?  and  implications.  It  fixm  produced  a 
reply,  pf  an  uncpn[impn  length,  under  the  form  of  an 
^ddrefs.  The  addr«fs  coippreh^cd  the  ful^ftance  of 
the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  by  the  houle  of 
J>urgeflres  whpn  they  firfl  met;  and  was  fraught  with  aU 
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the  bittfernefs  of  recriinination,  as  well  as  with  defenfive 
arguments,  and  an  examination  of  fafts.  And  yet  the 
terms  in  which  it  was  expreffed,  were  as  refpeftful  as 
poflible,  and  of  a  nature  fuited  to  the  reprefentativc  of 
their  fovereign,  and  to  their  own  dignity.  When  upoa 
his  lordfhip's  letters  to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  they  re- 
plied to  his  aflertion,  "  not  a  few  did  join  (in  what  he  was 
pleafed  to  call  an  opprobrious  meajure)  to  anx^id  paying 
their  debtSy  in  which  many  of  the  principal  people  here  are 
much  hivohedy'  "  We  can  only  anfwer  for  ourfelves  iii 
the  negative;  and  mull  confider  fo  indifcriminate  a 
charge  as  extremely  injurious."  It  is  well  known,  that 
many  not  only  in  Vii^nia,  but  in  every  other  colony^ 
were  deeply  indebted  to  Britifh  creditors;  and  it  ma]) 
be  admitted,  that  feveral  of  that  number  became 
fefledly  zealous  patriots  for  American  liberty,  with  4 
view  either  of  efcaping  or  of  delaying  the  paymentv^. 
theu-  juft  debts.  However  to  infer  from  thence,  that  the 
great  body  of  popular  leaders  in  the  prefent  difpute,  were 
or  are  aduated  by  fuch  a  motive  would  be  highly  cul- 
pable. All  the  fupporters  of  a  good  caufe  fhould  be 
influenced  by  principles  that  are  unexceptionable :  but 
the  ftate  of  mankind  forbids  the  expe£tation  of  fo  de- 
Arable  an  event.  - 

The  report  of  the  committee  aflerted,  that  a  general 
tranquillity  prevailed  previous  to  the  afikir  of  the  powder;, 
and  the  governor's  declaration  about  freeing  the  flaves; 
that  the  people  had  no  defign  or*  wifh  after  an  indepen- 
dency of  Great  Britain;  that  they  had  a  moft  ^agcr  de- 
fire  forilich  a  conne£tion  as  exiftec^  before  the  late  a£bs 
qf  parliament  i  aodth^t  a  fcdfefs  of  grievances  would 

imme- 
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immediately  eftablifh  tranquillity,  and  be  produfdvc  of 
a  reconciliation  with  the  parent  ftate. 
.14.  The  houie  of  hurgefl^  prcfented  their  addreft  in  an*, 
iwcr  to  the  governor's  fpeech;  in  which  they  laid  of 
Loixi  North's  conciliatory  moticm,  "  We  examined  it 
minutely;  we  viewed  it  in  every  point  of  light  in  which 
wc  were  able  to  place  it,  and,  with  pain  and  difappdint^ 
vnent,  we  mull  ultimately  declare,  it  only  changes  the 
fopm  of  oppreflion,  withovit  lightening  its  burden^*' 
fThcf  clofed  witii  thefe  expreffive  words^— **  Wc  ha^t 
^eeently  remonftrated  with  parliament :  they  have  added 
iiew  injuries  to  the  old.  We  have  weaned  our  Jcing 
inA  fti^lications :  he  has  not  deigned  to  anfwer  U8. 
We  have  appealed  to  Ae  native  honor  and  jufticeof  the 
Bi^fh  nation :  their  eflfbrts  in  our  fevor  have  been  W- 
Hherto  ineJfc6hial.  What  then  remains  to  be  done  i 
That  we  commit  our  injuries  to  the  even-handed  juftice 
of  that  Being  who  doth  no  wrong ;  earneftly  beieeduf^ 
t>Jm  to  illuminate  the  councils,  and  pi^&fper  the  endear 
vours,  of  thofe  to  whom  America  haA  confided  her 
liopes,  that,  through  Aeir  wife  direftion,  we  may  again 
ftc,  Tc-united,  the  Heflings  of  liberty  and  property,  and 
the  moft  permanenr  harmony  with  Great  Britain.'*  The 
body  of  the  addrefs  contains  Ais  remark,  <*  Lord  <%a* 
^^m'sbiH  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  terms  of  the  eon- 
grefi  on  Ae  other,  would  have  formed  ^  bafo  fer  fie- 
f^Aktion ;  which  a  ipirit  of  accommodation,  on  bcMk 
'^dc^i  mig^t  peAaps  have  reconciled." 
'  Every  day  stforded  newgrounid  ^r  knlckemigp  ^md 
«very  incident  frelh  room  for  akercatSDn  besw^eti  Ae 
'governor  and  hwfe  of  bui^flfes*    At leogdi^ 4miih|c<i^ 

fiuy 
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hFf  hiiJs  hayi»g  paflfed  th^  bimfe,  und  <hc  ^wnoeiJ  Ica- 
fon  requiring  Ac  i$et£fidi0Qe  of  tte  xnetstiiws  in  riMr 
fcverAl  cmuvties,  fhe  ewnejj  ^(J  .bur^eSb  JQuitly  to- 
ireatcd  the  gov^op^-^  p«fenge>to  giyp  ^  ftflewio  *b«P 
and  fioifli  the  feifipn.  Afli^r  i»i;(&ges  to  wd  im>  Ms 
IcMdfliip  dceUned  m^^flug  fihem  at  rthe  C^qI  ihftogli 
ihcy  jdcdged  Aw  hoper  9i4  evsrr  riitag  iw«d  &r  Jas 
fecttriiyi  but^eif^brnedAem,  thachet^ 
to  receive  th^in  at  his  pitfent  xefidtaoe.  Thift  idifiitr 
put  an  eflkd  to  all  public  ooercipofiiieQce  bcMMn  ibe 
gDv^emor  and  the  colony.  The  bufgefib  pofibd  Tdbi«« 
.  tions  declaring)  that  .the  mei^e  rtquinug  Jtbem  to  at- 
tend him  on  board  a  &ip  of  war^  wai ^  h%h  hceach4>f 
Aeir  rights  and  privileges ;  Aat  they  had  reaioQ  to  fear 
a  dangerous  attack  mig^t  be  meditated  again^ijdie  un- 
happy peq^  of  the  cdony  ^  and  that  it  v/as  thfirc&re 
-dieir  opinion,  that  they  fhould  poepare  ^  the  prc&rva- 
tion  of  th^  property,  and  their  ineftimable  ri^ts  and 
privileges.  They  then  made  ftrong  proltfliws  rf  ioy- 
sdty  to  the  king,  and  amity  to  the  mother  country*  and 
adjourned  themfelves  to  O&oher. 

A  convention  of  ddegates  inras  s^pintsd  to  fujf^July 
die  place  of  the  houfe  of  l>ui^efies,  who^  having  an  ^  * 
unlimited  confidence  repofcd  in  them  by  the  people, 
became  accordingly  poffeffed  of  an  lonUmitod  powjisr  in 
all  public  afl&irs.     They  alio  formed  diemfelvcj  int»  a 
committee  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  co- 
lony s  and  the  next  day  refolved,  that  a  fiiffioient  armed  19. 
force  be  immediately  railed  and  imbodied,  for  its  de- 
^ce  and  proteSion. 

Nothing  fBore  need  be  43iid  g^  the  Delaware  counties, 
^an  t^l  they  remain  firm  to  ^e  cauie  they  have  efpcmfed^ 

The 
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260  The  Maryland  convention  met  at  Annapolis,  and 
unanimoufly  rcfolved  upon  an  affociation  to  be  figncd 
by  the  members,  and  by  all  other  the  freemen  of  the 
province.  They  faid,  *«  We  do  unite  as  one  band,  and 
folemhly  piedgc  ourfelves  to  each  other,  and  to  Ame- 
rica, tliitwie  will,  to  die  utmoft  of  our  power,  fupport 

.the  prefent  oppofition,  carrying  on,  as  well  by  arms  as 
by  the  continental  aflbciation,  reftrainihg  our  commerce." 

•/They  alfo.refolved,  "  That  there  be  forty  companies  of 
minute  men  enrolled,  as  foon  as  may  be ;  and  that  every 
able-bodied  effedtive  freeman  within  the  province,  be- 
tween fixteen  and  fifty  (clergymen  of  all  denqminations, 
praftifing  phyficians,  the  houfhold  of  the  governor,  mi- 
nute '  and  artillery  men;  and  perfons  who  from  their  re- 

•  ligbus  principles  cannot  bear  arms  in  any  cafe,  except- 
ed) as. foon  as  may  be,  and  at  furtheft  before  the  fifteenth 
of  September,  fliall  enroll  himfelf  in  fome  company  of 
militia."  They  eftablilhed  a  council  of  fafety  confift- 
ing  of  fiirteen  perfons,  who  are  to  regulate  the  opera- 
tions of  the  minute  men  and  militia,  and  are  alfo,  durifig 
the  recefs,  to  do  all  other  matters  for  fecuring  the  pro- 
vince, and  for  providing  for  its  defence. 

They  ordered  committeeis  of  obfervation  and  of  cor- 
reipondence.  to  be  chofenj  and  bills  of  credit  to  the 
amount  of  2665666  dollars  to  be  ftruck  with  all  conve- 
nient fpeed  for  the  fervice  of  the  province. 

The  Pennfylvania  affembly  have  eftabliflbed  a  military 
aflbciation  through  the  colony,  and  ordered  fever^  . 
battalions  to  be  raifed,  clothed  and  armed.  The  whde 
colony  is  preparing  for  a  vigorous  defence.  The  change 
in  the  aflcmbly  from  a  mofl:  pacific  to  a  martial  com- 
plexion, is  owing  to  the  timest    The  number  pf  Quakers 

returned 
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returned  to  feiYe  in  k,  was  not  fo  large  as  formerly ; 
and  Ibme  of  them, . -being  upon  principle  oppofcd  to 
prcfent  mcafurcs,  haverefigned  their  feats,  (which  they 
have  the  privilege  of  doing)  and  left  them  to  be  filled 
by  perfons  of  a  different  judgment. 

The  Philadelphians,  with  a  view  to  the  fafcty  of  the 
city,  are  alfo  engaged  in  making  huge  fnachines  to  fink 
in  the  narrow  part  of  the  Delaware,  aind  in  complet- 
ing a  number  of  large  galliots,  carrying  at  their, bows 
gjins  from  32  to  48  pounders,  fivivels,  &c.  The  ma- 
chines are  formed  of  large  heavy  fquare  pieces  of  tim- 
ber. Two  long  ones,  at  a  proper  parallel  diftance  from 
each  other,  form  the  horizontal  bafe  that  -is  to  reft  on 
die  bed  of  the  river.  Right  over  thefe  are  placed  two 
others  of  fimilar  fize,  rifing  from  toward  the  ends  of 
the  horizontal  bafe,  in  fijch  an  angular  diredtion,  as 
with  their  elevated  ends,  fortified  with  ftrong  iron  points, 
to  pierce  any  veflels  which  may  fail  againft  tTiem.  The 
degree  of  elevation  is  fuch  as  to  give  the  greateft  re- 
fiftance  with  the  leaft  danger  to  the  timbers.  The  four 
main  pieces  are  joined  to  each  other  by  many  (horter 
ones.  The  whole  machine  is  fo  contrived  that,  with 
its  own  weight,  and  what  may  be  added  to  it  when 
funk,  it  can  neither  be  broken,  nor  forced  backward, 
nor  turned  over.  They  have  given  the  name  of  che- 
vaux  de  Frife  to  thefe  machines. 

There  is  nothing  in  New  Jerfey  which  requires  par- 
ricular  notice. 

The  New  Yorkers  were  freed  from  the  apprehenfions 
tfiey  were  under,  through  the  expeftation  of  troops 
from  Europe,  foon  after  their  arrival.  Thefecond  em-' 
barkation  from  Corke,  confifting  of  four  regiments,  got 
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fafcr  to  S«dy  Hooky  where  they  received  ordc»  from 
gencrd  Gage  to  faii  for  Bofton,  They  were  wanted  to 
ftreng(hen  th&  army^  alter  the  lofs  it  had  fuftained^  by 
Brecd's-hill  battle.  The  few  troops  that  were  ftatbned 
at  the  barracks,  about  fifty,  went  6n  board  the  Alk' 
Jane  man  of  war,  fome  time  before,  on  the  fixth  of  June  j 
^'      fa  that  the^city  of  New  York  was  wholly  without  re- 

gtdars* 
24.       Govcfcn^r  Tryon  arrived  ^  New  York  from  London* 
He  is  in  much  efteem  with  ^  large  number  of  the  citi* 
zens  Md  others;  and  if  any  one  can  fucceed  in  draw- 
ing off  that  colony  from  the  union,  he  wiU- probably  be 
the  peribn^    It  is  not  to'  be  thought,  that  he  is  limited 
by  miniftry  either  as  to  expences  or  promifes;  but  may 
ibit  himfelf  ta  perfons  and  emergencies^    There  is  ap- 
parendy  good  policy  in  employing  him  to  eSeSt  the  re- 
covery of  New  York  to  the  fide  of  adminiftration.    He- 
'  was  in  hope  of  finding  the  province  difunited  from  the 
others, 
juty       The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commonalty  of  the  city, 
3'      prefented  him  with  a  congratulatory  addrels  -,  compli- 
mented him  upon  the  reftitude  of  his  former  admini- 
ftration, and  exprefTed  their  trufl,  in  the  aid  of  his  in- 
terceffion  with  his  majefty,  for  a  fpeedy  termination  of 
the  hoftile  animofities  of  his  contending  fubjefts. 

The  governor  in  his  anfwer  confeflfed  his  difappoint-^ 
meat  at  the  change  of  circumftances  in  the  province. 
To  palliate  the  treatment,  which  the  memorial  and  re- 
prefentadon  of  the  New  York  general  dTembly  met 
with,  and  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  as  many  as  could 
confide  in  his  exprelTions,  he  clofedWth  faying,  "  I  am* 
accpiwtted  in  a  dilpatch  from  the  earl  of  DftFtmouth; 
5  that 
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thai:  the  memotial  and  reprefentation  of  the  gener^  aT- 
femWjr  of  diis  province,  were  unfortxinatdif  bknded  with 
es^H^fliooa  contaixiir^  claims,  which:  made  it  impoffibk 
&r  i^rliamentt  confiftent  with  its  juftice  and  dignity  m^ 
receive  themi  yet  the  petition  to  the  king  has  been  pre-, 
fented  to  his  majefty,  who  was  pleafed  to  receive  it  with 
the  moft  gracious  expreflions  of  regard  and  attention  to 
the  humble  requefts  of  his  faitl>£ul  fubjeds  in  New 
York;>  and  I  am  authorized  to  Tay,  diat  nothing  can 
^ve  grieater  fati^fedion.  to  the  royal  breall,  than  to  fee 
us  again  a  happy  and.  united  people.  "^ 

The  fame  day  the  addrcfs  was  prefented,  all  die  king's 
ftores  of  various  kinds  were  taken  from  Turde  Bay  and: 
carried  dear  6ff. 

Conne&ctJt  and  Rhode  liland  having  had  no  occa«  * 
lion  to  chmge  their  forms  of  government,  proceed  in. 
their  ufual  modes  of  bufinefs,  to  fulfil  the  engagements 
they,  arc  unckr^  te  the  united  colonics  in  general,  and 
the  Maflachufctts  in  particular,  and  flag  not  in  their 
2nk>r  to  ftipport  the  caufe  of  Americai 

JLct  us  return  to  the  Maflachufctts.    Political  neccC- 
fity  obliged  thft  provincial  congrefs  to  refolve,  "  Thjur  June 
the  notes  and  bills  of  th?  colony  of  Rhode  Ifland,  of  *^ 
dHs  aii4.  ^  the  other  colonies  (except  Nova  Scotia  and 
Canada)  ihail  be  taken  and  received,  and  accounted  a 
gpod  ^^:  fufElcient  tender  for  the  payment  of  alldefat^. 
audi,  dittnag^  arifuig^upon  the  non-performance  of  an^t^ 
pn^miit^;  and  the  committees  of  correfpondence,  m- 
fpedicBiaad  fiifcty,  in  the-  refpeiftive  towns,  are  to-  tG^ 
turn  tbe-nao^.o!'  allv  pys^fons^-v^haihalli  contravene  dua: 
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Jul/      To  procure  a  fupply  of  articles  for  the  troops  of  the 

5*      colony,  a  refolve  paffed  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  fcve- 
nd  towns  to  fiirnifh  fhirts,  breeches,  (lockings  and  Ihoes, 
for  the  foldicrs:    in  a  few  days  after,  a  recommen- 
dation pafled,  not  to  kill  any  fhecp  or  hmbs,  exccpt- 
'  ing  in  cafes  of  abfolute  ncceffity. 

In  confequence  of  the  letters  fent  to  the  fevcral  towns 
and  diftridts  within  the  cblony,  for  the  choice  of  reprc- 
fentatives,  in  order  to  take  up  a  form  of  government, 

jQ^  more  than  two  hundred  members  met  at  Watcrtown, 
and  conftituted  the  houfe  of  affembly.  The  general  faft 
interpofing,  the  counfellors  were  not  chofen  till  Friday 
morning, the  twenty-firft. 

Aug.  The  houfe  agreed  to  raife  30,0001.  fterling.  The 
raifing  of  money  will  probably  produce  much  diffatif- 
faftion.  Great  numbers,  who  are  warm  for  the  liber- 
ties of  America,  and  violently  oppofed-  to  being  tated 
by  Great  Britain,  are  fo  inconfiderate -•  as  to  imagine, 
they  are  to  be  exempted  from  almoft  every  tax  upon 
their  fucceeding  in  the  prefenc  conteft.  They  are  for 
enjoying  all  the  advantage  of  civilized  fociety,  without 
paying  their  proportion  toward  the  expence  of  fupport- 
ingit. 

9.  Captain  Linzee,  of  the  Falcon  floop  of  war,  chafed 

two  fchooners  from  the  Weft  Indies,  one  of  which  he 
foon  brought  to  j  the  other,  having  the  advantage  of  a 
fair  wind,  put  into  Gloucefter  harbour,  at  Cape  Anne ; 
and  the  captain  purfued  into  the  harbour,  bringing  the 
one  with  him.     He  anchored  and  fent  two  barges  with . 
fifteen  men  each,  armed  with  fmvels  and  mufkets^  ^^* 
tended  widi  a  whale  boat,  in  which  was  the  lieutenaat: 
imd  fix  privates,  meaning  to  feize  ilie  loaded  fchooner* 

The 
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The  militia  and  inhabitants  took  the  alarm,  Golle<ftcd,  ^]15^ 
firedfrom  the  fhore,  and  killed  three  men,  befide  wound- 
ing the  lieutenant.     On  this  the  captain  fent  the  other 
fchooner  and  a  fmall  cutter  well  armed,  with  orders  to 
fire  on  the  damn'd  rebels  wherever  they  could  lee  them, 
while  he  engaged  in  cannonading  the  town*     Not  a  ball 
ftruck  or  wounded  a  lingle  perfon,  though  they  pafTed 
thiough  the  houfes  filled  with  women  and  children,  in 
almoft  every  diredion.      The  party  at  the  water-fide 
fixm  made  thcmfelves  matters  of  both  the  fchooners, 
Ac  cutter,  the  two  barges,  the  boat,  and  every  man  in 
Aem.     The  aAion  lafted  feveral  hours.     The  provin- 
cials loft  but  one  man,  and  had  two  others  wounded  s 
one  of  whom  is  fince  dead.     They  captured  thirty-five 
men  belonging  to  the  Falcon,   feveral  of  whom  are 
wounded,  and  one  of  them  fuice  dead.     Captain  Linzee 
after  this  warped  off,  having  loft  half  his  men. 

The  fcarcity  of  ammunition  is  fo  alarming,  that  the   lU 
houfe  agreed  upon  recommending  it  to  the  inhabitants, 
not  to  fire  a  gun  at  beaft,  bird,  or  mark,  without  real 
neceflity,  to  prevent  a  wafte  of  powder. 

About  five  -weeks  fince,  general  Gage  fent  two  offi- 
cers to  New  York,  to  procure  all  the  men  they  could, 
out  of  fhips  expeftcd  from  Scotland  or  elfewhere,  to 
join  him  as  volunteers ;  and  with  orders  to  return  to 
Bofton  with  all  expedition.  This  befpeaks  a  want  of 
n>en«  The  want  of  frefli  provifion  will  be  iupplied  for 
a  Ihort  Ipace,  by  the  return  of  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  this  i  r^ 
day,  from  the  Sound,  bringing  with  them  about  2000 
fheep,  and  no  oxeni  befide  eggs,  butter,  &c.  which 
they  have  taken  off  from  Gardner's  and  other  iflands. 
Vol.  Ih  '   ,  H  Gover- 
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^115-  Goverhor  Wentworth  ftill  continues  in  New  Hamp- 
fliire ;  but  the  influence  of  the  popular  leaders  is  increaft 
ing,  while  his  dinniniflies  daily.  He  can  no  tofig^  con- 
fide, as  fornicrly,  in  the  attachment  of  the  ptopte  for 
fafety;  arid  has  for  thefe  two  morkths  taken  up^liis  refi- 
dence  at  Fort  William  and  Mary* 

The  bulk  of  the  colonilb  have  certainly  been  mwrb 
encouraged  in  their  Qruggles  agalnft  the  ckima  of  par- 
liament and  adminiftratibn,  from  the  multiplied  afiu-^ 
ranees  they  have  received  that  the  body  of  the  pe^le 
in  En^and  wifh  theni  foccefs ;  and  from  their  knowing^ 
that  many  of  the  moft  virtuous  and  independent  of  thc^ 
nobility  aiid  gentry  are  for  them;  and  among  this  or-^ 
dcr,  in  dieir  eftrmationy  the  beft  bilhop  that  adorns  the 
bench  *>  as  great  a  judge  as  the  nation  can  boaft  f,  and 
the  grcateft  ftatefman  it  tver  faw  :j:-. 


LETTER      IL 

Roxluryj  December  30>  I775r 

np  H  E  acceflion  of  Gedrgia  to  the  colonies  Wfflf  ik* 

A      cafion  their   being  cdled   henceforward  THET 

THIRTEEN    UNITED   COLONIES,    f^ 

aid  in  the  defence  of  that  colony,  congrefs  rdSiVitf 
c^rly  in  November,  to  keep  up  a  battalion  thate  k'tiltf 
continental  expence*     Toward  the  clofe  6f  thfeyttr^ 

*  The  bifliop  of  Str  Afaphr    +  Lord  Camden,    J.  Losd  ChadWi^ 


Dr.  Zubly,  perceiving  that  there  was  an  apparent  pro-  177J. 
penfity  to  independency  in  feveral  of  the  delegates,  with.- 
drew  and  returned  to  Georgia.  His  oppofition  to  it 
being  well  known,  and  his  influence  upon  die  Georgia 
inhabitants  being  feared,  it  was  contrived,  that  one  of 
his  brother  delegates,  Mr.  John  Houftqn,  fliould  Uke- 
wife  return,  with  a  defign  of  countera^ing  him,  in  cafe 
he  fhoukl  fet  himfelf  to  oppofe  independency* 

The  firft  hoftilities  which  happened  in  this  colony  be- 
tween the  oppofite  parties,  commenced  about  the  mid- 
dle cf  November,  when  a  number  of  royalifts  attacked 
the  American  whigs,'  and  by  their  fuperiority  obliged 
the  latter,  after  three  days,  to  furrender  the  fort  in  which 
they  expefted  to  make  an  efFeftud  refiftance. 

The  governor  of  South  Carolina^  lord  William  Camp- 
bell, after  the  provincial  congrefs  had  raifed  troops,  gave 
commiffiens  to  the  officers  of  the  voltinteer  companies  of 
militia,  that  were  formed  and  trained  on  the  recommenr 
dation  of  the  popular  leaders.  .  His  lordfhip  alfo  con- 
vened an^iflembly,  of  which  feveral  officers  in  the^pro- 
vinciai-  regiments  were  members ;  but  finding  them  and 
their  coUcs^ues  inflexibly  fet  againft  his  fchemes,  he  dif--  Sept. 
fohred  them,  and  never  afterward  iflued  writs  for  a  new  '  ?• 
eleftion.     He  was  indefatigable  in  fecretly  promoting 
oppofitiaB  to.the  popular  meafures,  and  kept  up  a  con- 
ftant  cornelpondence  with  the   back  country  royalifts. 
Thfefe  people  were  told,  that  it,  would  be  impoffible  to 
refift  die  power  of  Britain  ^  that  the  whole  difpute  was 
about  a  trifUng  tax  on  tea,  and  tHat  the  expences  of  the 
new  -raifed  provincial  regiments  would  be  infinitely  more 
dian  the  infignificant  taxes  impofed .  by  the  Britifli  parr 
liaincttt.-   They  were  therefore  much  difaffedted  widx    ' 

Ha  V     the 
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177 J.  the  proceeding  of  the  provincial  congrefs.  It  being 
fulpe^bed  in  Charleftown,  that  their  difafFcfkion  was 
greatly  owing  to  the  governor;  in  order  to  afcertain,  if 
pofliblc,  the  conne£lion  between  them,  captain  Ad^m 
McDonald,  of  a  new  raifed  provincial  regiment^  intro- 
duced himfelf  to  his  lordlhip^  about  the  niiddlc  of  Sep- 
tember, under  the  feigned  name  of  Dick  Williams,  a 
fuppofed  confidential  meffenger  from  thefe  royalifts.  In 
this  aflumed  charlader  he  had  a  long  converfation  with 
his  lordlhip,  and  was  informed,  that  a  letter  received 
the  day  befofe  fet  forth,  "  That  his  majefty  was  deter- 
mined fpeedily  to  fend  out  troops  to  execute  his  fchemes, 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other."  The  con- 
verfation being  reported  to  the  general  committee,  they 
fent  a  deputation,  of  which  captain  McDonald  was  one, 
to  demand  a  communication  of  his  lordfhip's  late  dif- 
patches  from  England,  and  a  perufal  of  his  correfpon-  . 
dence  with  the  back  country.  Thefe  requifitions  being 
refufed,  it  was  moved  to  take  the  governor  intocuftody, 
but  the  motion  was  rejefted  by  a  great  majority.  His 
lordfhip,  mortified  at  the  deception  which  had  been 
pafled  upon  him,  and  diftruftful  of  his  perfbnal  lafcty 
in  Charleftown,  took  the  provincial  ftgl  with  him,  and 
retired  on  board  the  Tamar  floop  <5f  war. 
Kov.  When  the  new  provincial  congrefs  met,  it  was  thought 
^-  by  the  roydifts>  that  the  determinations  o(  the  former 
would  have  been  reverfed ;  but  they  were  difappoiiited. 

In  order  to  obftruft  the  paflage  of  the  king's  fhips  to 
Charleftown,  through  H<^  Ifland  channel,  a  number 
of  hulks  were  ordered  to  be  funk,  and  captain  Tufts 
had  the  charge  of  covering  the  workmen,  on  boafd  a 

fchooncr^ 
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fthooner,  armed  for  the  fccurity  of  the  town^  and  called  ms* 
the  Defence.  The  Tamar  and  Cherokee  warped  in  the  12. 
night,  within  gun  (hot  of  him,  and  began  a  heavy  can- 
nonade i  but  at  fun-rife  dropped  down  to  their  moor- 
ings, 'without-  having  done  any  material  iq}ury.  This 
was  the  commencement  of  open  hoftilities  in  South  Ca- 
rolina. 

The  provincial  congrefs  imprefled  the  (hip  Profper,  '3- 
and  ordered  her  to  be  fitted  as  a  frigate  of  war.  They 
voted  to  raife  a  regiment  of  artillery,  to  confift  of  three  14. 
companies  of  a  hundred  men  each ;  and  that  bills  of 
credit  amounting  to  1 7,000 L  fterling  fhould  be  ftruck 
for  their  fupport.  About  the  fame  time  a  new  council 
of  fafety  was  appointed,  and  authorized  "  to  do  all  fuch 
matters  and  things  relative  to  the  ftrengthening  and  de- 
fending the  colony,  as  (hould  by  them  be  judged  expe- 
dient and  neceflary." 

That  you  may  comprehend  the  nature  of  the  oppo- 
fitioh  to  popular  meafures  in  this  colony,  you  muft  be 
informed  of  various  events  relating  to  the  back  coun- 
try.    About  1770,    the  extreme  difficulty  of  bringing 
criminals  from  remote  fctdements  to  a  legal  condemna- 
tion, induced  numbers,  ftiled  regulators,    to  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hands.     They  inflifted  corporal  pu- 
nilhment  on  perfons  without  a  regular  condemnation. 
Lord  Charles  Greville  Montague,  the  governor,  to  cor- 
pe6t  thefe  abufes,  advanced  one  Scovil,  a  man  of  low 
charafter,  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  employed  him  to 
enforce  fettled  law  among  thefe  regulators.     He  adopt-  . 
jcd  fevere  meafures,  which  involved  multitudes  in  great 
diftrefs,  who  having  lufFered  fo  for  oppofing  regular  go- 
ycmtpcnty  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  co-operate  with 

H  3  their 
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j'j^jf  their  countrymen  in  the  fuppoft  of  coiigrcfies  and  (^m- 
mittees,   whom  they  conceived  to  be  fimilar  to  ^ir 
•     own  regulating  affcmblies. 

A  number  of  Dutch  inhabitants^  had  fettled  in  the 
fame  part  of  the  country,  on  lands  granted  by  the  go- 
vernment. They  brought  from  Europe  the  monarchi-^ 
eal  ideas  of  their  holding  their  poffeffions  at  the  king's 
-  pleafure.  They  were  therefore  eafily  made  to  believe, 
that  the  lofs  of  their  freeholds  would  be  the  confequence 
of  their  acceding  to  American  meafures.  After  the 
peace  of  Paris,  lands  were  offered  upon  eafy  terms,  to 
induce  foreign  Proteftants  to  exchange  their  native  coun-^ 
try  for  a  fettlement  in  South  Carolina..  The  Irifli,  vAio 
^iccepted  thefe  offers,  were  generally  royalifts.  They 
conceived  that  they  owed  all  their  indulgences  ,  to  the 
bounty  of  the  king,  and  fo  took  part  with  his  friends* 
rrheir  countrymen,  who  had  emigrated  from  the  northern 
provinces,  commonly  entered  with  zeal  into  the  new 
meafures. 

The  violence  of  fome  over-zealous  friends,  who  in^ 
fitted  upon  their  neighbours  figning  the  aifociatipn,  pro- 
duced in  feveral  a  determined  fpirit  of  oppofition. 

At  an  eleftion  for  reprefentatives  in  the  firft  popular 
affcmblies,  Mofes  Kirkland  was  an  unfuccefsflil  candi- 
date. In  wrath  he  exclaimed,  '  If  this  difpute  bcjcomes 
ferious,  the  people  of -South  Carolina  fhall  Ted  the 
weight  of  my  influence.'  The  proyiricidi  coogrefs^ 
to  gain  him,  gave  him  the  rank  of  captain  in  one 
of  the  provincial  regiments ;  but  he  was  difguftcd,  that 
his  rival  was  promoted  to  the  higher  rank  of  major.  He 
accepted  his  corpmiflipn^  ahd  inliftcd  m^nj  but-  fooq 
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-irfigned,  and  to  the  utmofl:  encouraged  oppofition.tojrjyr, 
jdie  meafures  of  congre£s.  .     ., 

The  people  in  general  felt  thenifelves  fecure  in  thejr 
pcrlbos  and  property.     It  was  therefore  eafy  to  offer  a;- 
gunaents  ^ainfl:  renouncing  prefent  comforts,  to  ward 
off  fiiture  evils.     It  was  infinuated  to  them,  that  the 
gentlemen  on  the  fea  coail,  in  .order  to  obtain  ^ir  ^ 
free  fiipni  tax,  were  adopting  meafjores  which  w^yld  ia- 
v(dvp  die  back  country  in  fhje  want,  of  lilt,  o&aburg;, 
and  importsed  neceffaries.    Thie  popular  kadqrs  c^ujfi 
joot  wge  me  iidiabitants  to  th^  da^g^?  an4  expence^^f 
,war*  Qtherwifc  than  on  4>€^ciulatipn,  jo  pr-eypnt  the  moge 
MBiamg'  cpnfequences  which  would  probably  take  pla^e 
.in  future,  if  ^  proceedings  of  the  Britiftx  parliament, 
.^igainft  Bofton  japd  the  Maffachufetts.^  were  fuffered  tp 
pa6  into  precedent. 

Though  there  were  naany  royalifts  in  moft  parts  of  the 

-colony,   the  principal  fettlenient,  in  which  they  out;- 

numbeiied  the  friends  of  congrefs,'wasin  the  country 

.  between  the  Broad  and  Saluda  rivers.    WJbcn  ic  was  d^ 

termined  to  raife  troops,   the  inhabitapts  of  that  port 

eould  not  be  perfuaded,  that  .the  meafyre  was  jieceflary. 

They  were  happy,   and  free  from  prel^  oppreffion, 

and  averfe  to  believing  that  any  di^figns,  inimical  tp 

.  American  liberty,  had  been  adopted  by  the  Britifh  go- 

.yernment.     The  couacil   of  fs^ty  fent  the  hpnorabic 

WilUam  Henry  Drayton,   and  the  reverend  WiUjam 

,  Tenoent,  to  e^j^plain  to  them  the  nature  of  the  dilpute.      : 

They .  had  fevcr^  nieetings,  and  much  eloquence  w^s 

exerted  to  induce  them  to  fign  the  aflbciation.     Some 

ifMbfcribed  i  i)ut  the  greater  part  could  not  be  perfuaded, 

ithat.  there  wa?  any  neceOity  for  congrefles,  committees, 

Ji  4  or 
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177 J,  or  military  eftabWhments.     Sufpicions  prevailed.     TKe 
friends  of  the  royal  government  doubted  the  authenti- 
city of  all  pamphlets  and  news-papers,  which,  afcribed 
to  the  Britifh  troops  in  Bofton,  or  to  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, any  defigns  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  colo- 
nifts.    They  viewed  the  whok  as  an  impofition  by  art- 
ful men.     The  friends  of  congrefi  fufpeftcd  the  leading 
men  of  the  royalifts  to  be  in  the  pay  of  lord  William 
Campbell.     Reports  were  circulated  by  one  pawy<  that 
a  pkn  was  laid  to  ftize  the  commiHionersJent  by  the 
council  of  fafety :  by  the  other,  that  the  durd  provin- 
cial regiment  was  brought  up  to  compel  the  inhiJ^itants 
^  fign  the  aflbciation.     Motives  and  defigns  were  re- 
ciprocally attributed  to  each  other  of  the  mdd  mifchicv- 
qus  tendency,     The  royalifts  imbodied  for  reaibns  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  which  had  induced  the  other  inhabitants  to 
"arm  themfelves  agwnft  Britain.     They  fulpedled  their 
advcrfarie*  of  an  Intention  to  dragoon  them  into  a  com- 
pliance with  the  meafures  of  congrefs;   and  they,   in 
"titcir  tiirn,  were  fufpefted  of  adefign  to  eomnirace  hot 
-tilities  againft  the  aiTociators,  for  difturbing  the  efta- 
bliihedroyal  government.    Camps  were  formed  in  op- 
pofition  to  each  other,  and  great  pains  taken  to  incrcafe 
their  rcfj>eftive  numbers.      Moderate  men  employed 
their  good  offices ;  and  after  fome  days,  the  leaders  on 
both  ftdes    met   in  conference.     Several   explications 
Saving  taken  place,  a  treaty  was  reciprocally  agreed  to, 

Sqrt,  by  which  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  royalifts  fhould  re-. 

*       main  in  a^'  ftate  oi  neutrality.     Both  parties  retired  to 
their  homes,  and  a  temporary  calm  fueceeded. 

But  Mr.  Robert  Cunningham,    a  principal  leader 
i^mong  the  royalifts^  continued  to  enqouragc  oppofitioo 

to 
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to  popular  meafures^  and  declared  that  he  did  not  con-  1775^ 
fider  himfclf  as  bound  by  the  treaty.  This  declaration 
was  conftrued  as  an  evidence  of  a  fixed  intention  again 
to  difturb  the  peace.  To  prevent  his  attempting  it,  he 
was  apprehended,  brought  to  Charleftown,  and  com- 
mitted to  jail.  His  brother,  Mr.  Patrick  Cunningham» 
inftantly  armed  a  party  of  friends  and  purfued,  in  cx- 
pe&ation  of  refcuing  him.  The  party  ccdlefted  on  thi* 
occafion  feized  a  thoufand  pounds  of  powder,  ami  a 
quantity  oLIead,  which  was  pafling  through  their  fettle- 
ment,  asaprefent  to  the  Cherokee  Indians;  and  was 
intended  to  confirm  them  in  their  pacific  diipofition. 
Some  pcrfons  among  the  royalifts  propagated  a  report, 
that  it  was  accompanied  with  inflruftions  to  them,  to  kiB 
every  man  who  fhould  refufe  to  fign  the  aflfociation. 
This  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  inflaming  the  minds  of  . 
feveral.  It  was  alfo  confidently  aflerted,  that  private 
marks  had  been  agreed  on  by  the  popular  leaders  and 
Indian  chiefs,  to  diftinguifh  the  affociators  from  the  non- 
aflbciators ;  the  former  of  whom  were  to  be  fpared,  and 
the  latter  facrificed.  Great  pains  were  moreover  taken, 
to  cxalperate  the  inhabitants  againft  the  council  of  fafety; 
for  furnilhing  the  Indians  with  powder,  at  a  time  when 
die  white  people  could  not  be  fupplied  with  that  article. 
Lord  Wiltam  Campbell  had  uniformly  recommend- 
ed to  the  royalifts  to  remain  quiet,  till  the  arrival  of  a 
Britifh  force.  This  advice  had  been  providentially  fruf- 
trated.  Similar  reafons  of  policy  to  thofe  which  induced 
the  royal  governor  to  recommend  inaftion  to  the  royalifts, 
•operated  with  the  council  of  fafety  to  crufh  their  intef- 
tine  foes  before  that  force  fhould  arrive.  The  rifing 
OccaiioAcd  by  the  fei^ing  of*  Mr.  Cunningham,   was 

conftrued 
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.r;^  conftrued  into  a  violation  of  the  treaty,  and  gave  ground 
to  doubt  the  fincerity  of  their  engagetnf  nts  to  continue 
m  a  ftate  of  neutrality.  It  was  feared,  thjit  a3  fix>n  as 
a  prpper  opportunity  oflFered,  they  would  throw  .tiicir 
weight  inito  the  royal  fcale.  It  was  therefore  judged  nc- 
jceffary,  to  march  an  army  into  their  fcttli^mcnts  bef0re 
ifeat  event  fhould  exift.  But  to  remove  prejudices,  -the 
provincial  congrefs,  firft  of  all  circulated  through  thek 
/ettlements,  a  declaration  affigning  the  reafons  fpr  the 
Nov.  ^refent  to  the  Cherokees,  and  detedting  d^  invi4iQ«*5 
'^  inifreprefentations  that  had  been  put  upoiji  the  me^^ri^. 
.They iofcmnly  declared  before  Almighty  God,  itu*  they 
jikd  not  believe  any  order  was  ever  iffued,  of  ^y  idea 
/ever  entertained  by  the  late  council  of  fafety,  ^  g|iy 
jaiember  of  it,  or  by  any  perfon  under  authority  of  coi^ 
grefc,  to  caufe  the  Indians  to  coipmej^ce  hoftilities  wpon 
.  <he  frontiers  or  any  part  thereof.  They  then  feht  iot- 
ward  a  large  body  of  nnilitia  and  new  r^ed  regulars, 
.who  wej-e  joined  by  fevejn  hundred  militia  from  Nonth 
Carolina,  and  two  hundred  and  tweoqr  regulars.  They 
jtbofi  had  an  army  of  feveral  thoufand  men  undier  tbdr 
^ireftiotn,  with  inftru6lions  "  to  ^ip^ehend  the  kadetis 
i^  the  party  which  had  feized  the  powder,  atKl  to;do.aU 
jathcr  things  neceflary  to  fupprefs  the  prefent  and.  p^ 
:vent  future  infiiin:e£tions."  A£^ances  were  |Hu^Mcly 
^ven,  that  no  injury  (hould  be  done  to  inoffenfive  jy^r 
fons,  remainingquietly  on  their  plantations.  TJhie  leaders 
Idf  the  rc^alifts  found  great  difficulty  in  perfuading  their 
ibllowcrs  to  imbody ;  and  they  themfelves  were  deftitutsp 
<)f  political  knowled^  and  nailitary  eispericnoe.  The 
unanimity  of  the  whigs,  and  the  numbers,  which  from 
4»U  fidea  invaded  the  fettlemeois  .of  the  loyaUft**  di£- 
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hearisened  them  from  facing  their  adv^idknet  in  t}i6  flf Id.  if7jw 
The  whigs  afted  by  fyftem,  and  in  conceit  with  dieir 
brethren  of  neighbouring  colonies,  and  were  directed  by 
a  council  of  fafety^  compofed  o(  tkt  greateft  and  wifcft 
men  in  the  province.  They  eafily  carried  evcty  poio^ 
fcized  the  kaders  of  the  royalilb,  and  di^rfcd  their  fAt 
lowers,  without  the  lofs  of  a  Angle  man «  moft  of  tho 
royalifts  returned  to  their  j^antatioRj,  while  fcvend  r<^ 
tired  over  the  mountains. 

In  NortkCaroIina,  ^e  committees  of  the  diflrift  of 
Wilmington  alleged  a  number  of  chaiges  ^gatnft  gorefv 
nor  Martin,  particularly  thofe  of  fomenting  a  d'nl  wnf 
and  of  exciting  an  infurreftion  among  the  rjcgipes  j  tipoo 
which  they  decWed  him  an  enemy  to  Amertct  in  g^e- 
ral,  and  to  that  province  in  particidar>  md  forbi4  nB 
perfons  holding  any  communicaiiijoo  wkh  hing.   .  -. 

When  their  proceedii^s  appeared  in  prin^i  the  gf^Ang. 
vemor  pubMied  his  remarks  up<^  thiem>  in  ft  pDCidbrt    S» 
mation  of  uncommon  kngth  s  which  the  proviacial  ^(kh 
g^dfs,  ki  their  fubfequent  meeting  -at  HilUb^oug^,  re- 
fined unanimouily  to4de  a  fa^,  Scandalous,  fcurniaus^  25* 
malicious  and  feditioi^s  4ibel,  ^nd  ordered  to  be  bvrnl 
by  4^e  hainds  of  the  common  hangman.     Four  4ays^ 
belc^e,  a  plan  of  confederation  was  laid  before-  theov 
UjKm  mature  deliberation  they  refblved,  ihart  ^'  Tinsf, 
arc  of  opinion^  that  the  plan  of  general  confederatipiv 
betwpea  the  united  colonies  is  not  at  prefent  cUgibk  j 
and  that  the  pre&nt  aflodation  ought  to  be  farther  relied 
on  for  bringing  about  a  reconciliation  with  the  parent 
ftate,  and  a  further  confederacy  ought  only  to  be  adopt- 
ed in  cafe  of  the  laft  extremity/'     Afterward  Mr.  Sepu 
IHqo]^  fv)bmitt^4  io  ^em  aa  ^d4veid  0;)  the  i^habitantt  ^  ^* 

of 
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*77J»  df  tfic  Britifh  empire,  Which  was  unanimoufly  rccehrcd. 
In  anfwcr  to  the  fuggeftion,  that  independence  was  their 
bbjcft,  they  fay,  *^  We  again  declare,  and  we  invoke 
that  Almighty  Being  who  fearches  the  receffes  of  the 
human  heart,  and  knows  our  mod  fecret  intentions,  that 
it  is  our  moft  earneft  wifh  and  prayer  to  be  reftored, 
with  the  other  united  colonies,  to  the  ftate  in  which  we 
and  they  were  placed  before  the  year  1763,  dilpofed  to 
glance  over  any  regulations  which  Britain  had  made  jpre- 
Vious  to  this,  and  which  feem  to  be  injures  and  op* 
prcffive  to  thefe  colonies,  hoping  that,  at  fome  future 
day,  flie  will  benignly  interpofe,  and  remove  from  us 
every  caulii  of  complaint/* 

They  broke  up  two  days  after,  having  fat  three 
weeks.  During  the  feffion,  they  agreed  upon  rarfing  a 
1000  men ;  upon  ftriking  a  quantity  of  paper  money, 
for  the  fubfiftencc  of  the  troops  j  upon  inlifting  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  minute  me'h  5  in  a  word,  upon  putting 
the  colony  immediately  into  a  ftate  of  defence,  ^ 

Within  a  fortnight  after  the  feflion  clofed,  the  grand 
•  repofitory  of  the  governor's  magazine  was  difcovered* 
In  the  palace  garden,  under  a  bed  of  cabbages,  was 
found  a  barrel,  containing  about  three  bufhels  of  gun- 
powder. In  the  palace  cellar  were  dug  up  two  quarter 
calks  of  the  fame  commodity ;  and  in  the  garden  about 
1 000  lb.  of  mulket  balls^  about  500  weight  of  iron 
fwivel  balls,  a  large  quantity  of  fmall  fhot,  lead,  iron, 
worms  for  the  cannon,  and  the  whole  apparatus  for  his 
park  of  artillery. 

The  Virginia  convention  continued  to  eftablifli  rulfcs 
for  the  defence  and  regulation  of  the  colony  j  and  paffed 
if^  ordinance  for  imbodying  a  fofiicient  force  for  its 

protcftion* 
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pfotcftion.    It  appearing  to  them,  that  only  fifteen  half  «37S* 
barrels  of  powder  had  been  taken  out  of  the  magazine 
by  Lord  Dunmor^'s  order,  they  valued  it  fairly,  and 
then  direftcd  the  furplus  money  received  by  Patrick  Aug, 
Henry  efq;  to  be  returned  to  the  receiver  general* 

Upon  a  petition  of  fundry  merchants  and  others,  na- 
tives of  Great  Britain,  moMy  from  Scotland,  praying 
to  be  exempted  from  bearing  arms  againft  the  people 
among  whom  they  were  bom,  and  promifing  to  obferve 
a  ftrid  neutrality  in  cafe  the  colony  was  attacked  by  the 
Britifli  tro^,  the  convention  unanimoufly  recommended  ^i* 
to  the  committees,  and  others  the  good  people  of  the 
colony,  to  treat  all  fuch  refident  natives  as  did  not  ihow 
themfelves  enemies  to  the  common  caule  of  America, 
vfirh  lenity  and  friendfhip  $  to  proted  all  peribns  what- 
foevcr.  in  the  juft  enjoyment  of  their  civil  rights  and 
liberty;  to difcountenance  all  national  refle£tions;  and 
to  promote  union,  harmony,  and  mutual  good  will» 
among  all  ranks  of  people. 

Before  the  feffion  ended,  the  delegates  in  a  declara- 
tion fet  forth  the  caufe  of  their  meeting,  and  the  necef- 
lity  of  immediately  putting  the  country  into  a  pofturc 
of  defence,  for  the  better  prot^dion  of  their  lives,  liber- 
ties and  properties.  In  it  they  folemnly  declare,  "  be- 
fore God  and  the  world,  we  do  bear  faith  and  true  alle- 
giance to  his  majefty  j  and  will,  fo  lopg  as  it  may  be  in. 
our  power,  defend  him  and  his  government,  as  founded 
on  the  laws  and  well-known  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  :  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  endeavour  by 
every  honorable  mean,  to  promote  a  reftoration  of  that- 
friendfhip  and  amity,  which  fo  long  and  happily  fub- 
fifted  between  our  fellow  fubjefts  w  Great  Britain,  and. 

the 


'TT'Mhc  inhabitants  of  America':  and  as,  on  the  one  hand^ 
we  are  determined  to  defend  our  lives  and 'properties, 
and  maintain  our  juft  rights  and  privileges,  at  even  the 
eirtremeft  hazard,  fo,  on  the  other,  it  is  our  fixed  and 
unalterable  refolution  t6  dilband  fuch  forces  as  may  be 
raifed  in  this  colony,  whenever  our  dangers  are  removed, 
and  America  is  refbdred  to  its  former  fkate  of  tranquillity 
and  happindfi." 

Lord  Dunmore  however,  being  joined  by  a  nunrlbcri 
itfho  had  rendered  them^lves  obnoxious  to  the  country^ 
-  as  well  as  by  a  parcel  of  run-away  negro«,  and  fop- 
ported  by  the  naval  force  upon  the  ftation,  endeavoured 
to  cftftbliSi  fuch  a  marine,   as  might  enable  him,  by 
means  of  the  noWe  rivers  with  which  the  colony  abounds^ 
to  be  always  ac  hand,  and  ready  to  profit  by  every  favor- 
abk  occafion  which  fliould  offer.     He  by  degrees  -fitted 
and  armed  feveral  veflels,  in  One  of  which  he  confUndy 
fefided,  never  letting  his  foot  on  fhore,  but  in  an  hoftiie 
manner.    The  force  was  calculated  only  for  de^r^da--  ' 
tions;  and  while  thefc  were  confined  to  the  procuring 
of  provifions  or  odier  necelferies,  refpedt  was  fhown  w 
fte  rank  and  office  of  the  governor :  but  being  ^  fengA 
changed  into  open  and  avowed  hofHlity,  his  lordlhip 
met  with  refiftance.     The  Virginians  could  not  brodt 
Jus  feisnng  perfons,,^Mia  -conveying  them  on  board  «he 
ftipis  I  &fht)ying  .-jpllMrtaiaons,  and  carrying  off  the  nc-,   . 
gfptt-;  and  burning  houfes.     They  therefore  fent  dcv 
ladiments  of  the  new-raifed  forces  to  proteft  the  coaftsi 
$n&  from  thence  cnfued  a  fmall  mijfchievous  war,  ihct- 
ps^fe  of  affording  honor  or  benefit.  '  » 

During  this  ftate  of  hoftility,  his  lordfhip  procured^M 
few  foldiers,  with  whofe  afliftance  an-  attempt  was-madei  • 

to 
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to  burn  the  pcH-t-town  of  Hampton.     The  inhabitants  177 J- 
having  a  previous  fufpicion  of  the  defign^  funk  a  num- 
ber of  boats  acrofs  die  channel  to  prevent  a  landing. 
The  ihips^  having  furoiounted  all  ohftacles  in  the  ni^^ 
drew  up  clofe  to  the  towhj  and  began  a  forious  caonofi-  oa. 
lade  in  the  morning.    At  this  critical  period,  a  detachi-  *^' 
ment  of  riflemen  from  Williamfburgh,  that  had  marched 
all  night,  arrived,  and  being  joined  by  the  minutCrmeii 
and  others;  who  had  afiembled  the  day  before,  took 
fach  a  polition  as  enabkd  thenii,.  widi  their  fmall  anns» 
to  con^l  tlfc  enemy  pi*ecipitatcly  to  qtiit  their  ftatkwii 
witb.the  lofs  of  fome  men  and  of  a  tender. 

In  confequence  of  this  repulfe,  the  governor  iffued  a  Nor. 
proclamation,  declaring  that  martial  law  Ihould  take 
place^  and  be  executed  through  the  colony ;  requiring 
all  perfons  capable  of  .bearing  arms,  to  re&rt  to  his  ma&- 
jc^s  ftandard,  or  to  be  looked  upon  as  traitors  $  and 
farther  declaring  all  indented  fervants,  negroes  or  otherii 
(appertaining  to  rebels)  free,  who  were  ^le  and  willing  t^ 
bear  ari^s,  upon  joining  his  majefty's  troops.  TheVil^ini*- 
ans  higMy- relented  his  lordfhip's  declaring  martial  law; 
and  by  his  fing^e  fiat,  attempting  to  ftrip  them  of  theil' 
property,  and  to  arm  their  negroes  and  fervants  againft 
theoi  tb  effeft  dieir  dcftruftion.  This  meafure  occa^ 
&^ped  ^  government  the  lofs  o(  many  friends.. 

The  proclamation  with  his  lordfhtpfs  prefence  ^nd  hifr 
marine,  produced  fooie  efied  in  the  town  of  Norfolk 
and  die  adjobing  country,  where  many  wche  weU  ^SedxA 
to  the  old  government.  He  was  accordingly  joined  faf 
iblr^  hundreds  of  blacks  and  whites:  but  the  pleafui^e 
k  aflSbrdcd.  was  foon  interrupted  by  intelligence,  tkiat  A 
party  cf  Virginians  were  marching  toward  them  with 

great 
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'775-  great  expedition.  To  obftruft  their  defignSi  and 
protedt  the  well  afFefted,  he  took  pdffeflion  of  the  Great- 
Bridge  near  Norfolk,  a  pals  of  much  confcquence,  being 
the  only  way  by  which  the  town  could  be  approached. 
He  conftrudbed  a  fort  on  the  Norfolk  fide,  and  rendered 
it  as  defenfible  as  time  would  admit.  His  force  con- 
fified  of  about  aoo  regulars,  including  the  grenadiers  of 
the  14th  regiment,  and  a  body  of  Norfolk  volunteers : 
the  reft  was  a  motley  mixture  of  blacks  and  whites* 
The  Viiginians,  under  colonel  Woodford,  fortified  them^ 
ielves  within  lefs  dian  cannon  fliot  of  the  f6yalifts,  hav- 
ing a  narrow  caufeway  in  fi-ont,  whith  was  to  be  pafied 
to  come  at  their  works. 

In  this  ftate  they  continued  quiet  on  both  fides  for 
fomc  days.  At  length  a  fervant  belonging  to  major 
Marfhall,  being  properly  tutored,  deferted  to  the  royaUfts, 
and  toki  them,  that  colonel  Woodfohi  had  not  more 
than  300  fliiftmen  (as  they  call  the  riflemen,  on  account 
rf  their  being  drcflfed  in  their  hunting  (hirts)  badly  pro- 
vided widi  anununidon.  The  bait  took,  and  a  defign 
was  formed  for  furprifing  the  Virginians  in  their  ^- 
trehchments.  Capt.  Leflie  widi  the  regulars,  arrived  at 
the  bridge  about  three  in  the  morning;  and  bong 
joined  by  about  300  white  and  black  flaves,  laid  planks 
upon  the  bridge,  and  crofied  juft  after  the  Virj^niani 
had  beaten  the  rei^ille,  a  lucky  time  for  the  lail:, 
as  their  men  were  of  courfe  all  under  arms.  Capt. 
Fordyce,  at  the  head  of  hb  grenadiers,  amounting  to 
about  fixty,  kd  the  van,  while  lieutenant  Batut  com-- 
manded  the  advanced  party.  They  pafied  the  caufe* 
way,  which  admitted  only  of  a  few  men's  mardiing 
abreaft,  and  approached  the  intrenchments  with  fixed 

bayonets. 
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bayonets,  and  a  coolnefs  and  infrepidity  which  excited  •77*- 
aftonifhment.     They  were  not  only  expofed  naked  to 
the  fife  in  front,  but  enfiladed  by  another  part  of  the 
provineial  lines.     The  captain  fell  with  feveral  of  hh' 
mct>,  within  a  few  yards  of  the  bread  work.     The  lieu- 
tenant with  others  were  taken,  and  all  the  furvivors  of 
the  grenadier  company,  whether  prifoners  or  not,  were 
wounded.     The  royalifts  were  foon  obliged  to  found  a 
retreat,  having  fixty-two  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  , 
provinci^i    during  the  whole  aftion,  did   not  lofe  a 
(ingle  man,  ^d  had  only  one  (lightly  wounded.     The- 
lire  of  the  artillery  from  the  fort  covered  die  retreat  of 
the  royalifts.     None  of  the  blacks,  &c.  in  the  rear,  with 
capt.  Leilie,  advanced  further  than  the  bridge.     Capt.  . 
Fordyce  was  buried  with  every  military  honor  by  the 
vidtors,  who  (howed  a  due  re(pea  to  his  former  merits 
as  well  as  to  the  gallantry  which  fignalized  his  laft  mo- 
ments.    The  Britilh  prifoners  were  treated  with  great, 
kindnefs  :  the  American  royalifts,  who  joined  the  king's 
ftandard,   ^th  rigor.     The  king's  fofces  retired  the- 
enfuing  night,  without  other  lofs  than  a  few  pieces  of 
cannon.     Gapt.  Leflie,-  it  is  faid,  has  abfolutely  refufed 
to  a6t  any  more  on  (bore,  till  he  can  be  better  fup- 
ported ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  Norfolk  volunteers,  and 
tEe  black  battalions,  have  declined  afting  without  the 
regulars  j  this  has  induced  his  lordfhip  to  abandon  the 
ihtrenchments  at  Norfolk,  and  to  go  on  board  the  (hipr. 
Moft  of  the  wretched  negroes,  who  had  joined  him, 
were  now  left  to  fhift  for  themfelves. 

Colonel  Woodford  with  the  provincials,  entered  Nor-, Pec. 
folk;  but  almoft  all  the  inhabitants  had  fled  on  board   ^"^^ 
the  (hips.     At  night  he  refignedthe  command  to  colonel 
^  Vol.  II,  I  Howe, 
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J7.7j^*Howe,  djcfigning  to  return  to  his  family,  and  attentt 
on  his  private  affairs. 

Many  of  the  Scotch  petitioners  halving,  contraiy  ta 
then-  faith,  folemnly  plighted,  become  ftrift  adherents  to 
Lord  Dunmore,  and  adtive  promoters  of  his  meafureS  i 
and  having  excited  their  flaves  to  aft  againft  the  colony  j 
the  convention  has  totally  refcinded  the  former  recom- 
ipendation  in  their  favor.  But  perfons  of  ability,  de- 
^clining  to  aft  with  the  Virginians,  and  who  have  not 
taken  up  arms  nor  fhowed  themfelves  againft  them,  may 
he  permitted  to  leave  the  country. 

A  fcheme  for  raifing  a  confiderable  force,  for  the  fer-* 
vice  of  Lord  Dunmore,  has  been  lately  difcovered  in 
Maryland. 

One  John  Connelly,  a  native  of  Pennfylvania,  waited 
op  his  lordfhip  with  certain  propofals,.  toward  the  latter 
end  of  July,  which  being  approved  of,  he  di§)atched 
intelligence  to  the  officers  of  the  militia  on  the  frontier^ 
of  Augufta  county^  with  aflurances  from  his  lofdflup, 
that  fuch  of  them  as  would  hereafter  evince  tjpeir  loyalty 
to  his  majefty,  by  putting  themfelves  under  his  com- 
mand, fhould  be  amply  rewarded.  He  had  before,  by . 
direftion,  prepared  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  to  aft  in 
concert  with  him  againft  his  majefty^s  enemies  in  tji^t 
quarter*  His  lordlhip  fent.  him  to  general  Q^e  at  • 
Bofton  about  the  fifteenth  of  September;  ajid  about? Ae 
middle  of  Oftober  he  returned  with inftruftionsfrom  the 
general  to  his  lordfliip.  A  cqmmiffion  of  lieutenant 
colonel  commandant,  of  a  regimciiit  to  be  railed  in. thft.- 
back  parts  and  in  Canada,  was  to  be  granted  to  this  ad- 
venturer }  who  was  to  be  affifted  by  the  garrifons  at 
Detroit  and  Port  Gage  at  (h^  Illinois^  wi;b  artiUery 
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and  ammunition.    He\ya$  to  ufe  means  to  urge  the  In-.?77f« 
dian  chiefs  to  aft  with  vigor  in  the  execution  of  his  or- 
ders V  and  to  have  the  fu()reme  diredtion  of  thfc  new 
forces.     Whea  they  wef e  in  filrfEpient  ct>ndition,  he  w&s 
to  peft^tr-ate  di{t)ugh  Virgiftiai  fo  as  to  rtieet  Lord  DUn- 
miJre^t  a  ftt  tim^  it\  mxt  April  at  Alexandria  on  the 
PalortwJk  i  his  lordlhip  was  to  bring  fiich  a  naval  ftf ength 
diid  tJth^r  afliftaneei  as  might  be  deemed  neceflary  for 
'  the  pwpofe.     He  had  fo  far  fucceeded,  that  he  was  on 
his  Yftf9  with  two  affociates,  tp  Detroit  s  where  he  was 
to  meit  hfe  comtni^icfn  tod  inftru<5bions :  but  when  they 
hid; rt^fcb^d  about  flve^  miles  beyond  Hagar's-town,  they 
werctAcn  into  cuftody  tod  brought  before  the  county 
cdmrfiittiee  at  Frederick-town  in  Mdrylahd,  for  exanii-  Nov. 
nation^  about  ten  days  aftd-  partihg  widi  Lord  Dun-    ^3f 
inorei    Their  papers  have;  betrayed  every  thing,  Amoftg 
them  were  the  general  plan  of  the  whole  bufinefe,  aiyi 
a  letter  frbm  Lord  Dunmore  to  one  6f  the  Indian  chiefs, 
and  other  authentic  vouchers,  which  leave  nothing  to  be 
doubted,   ^is  lordfliip's  letter  was  accomnhodated,  as 
is  iifiJal  in  all  fuch  cafes,  to  the  Iiidian  tafte,  and  ad- 
drei&d  to  Brothr  Ca^am  White  EytSy  who  was  to  ac- 
quaint tfhe  Cem-Sialky  as  w^ll  as  the  chiefe  of  the  Min- 
.ge^    and  die  other  fii  nations,  with  the   fentiments 
eontSktrfed  in  it.        . 

Tte  c4>tiii^e  of  Connelly  aftd  his  aflbciates,  is  afcribed 
to  iJxe  ieizute  of  an  exprefe  paflirtg  between  an  Indian 
cotnmifliwy  and  the  governor  i  from  whofe  papers  fuch 
intelligence  was  gaiticd,  as  to  put  the  provincial  com- 
mittee upon  keeping  a  good  look  out  for  the  parties. 
The  ladiah  commiffary  was  knowato  be  difaffeiled  to 

3  a  the 
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-1775.  the  American  caufe  by  a  gentleman,  whofe  fufpiciohs 
made  him  a  principal  in  effefting  the  difcovery. 

The  Pennfyhania  general  affembly,  in  their  Novem- 
ber feffion,  inftrufted  their  delegates  to  exert  their  en- 
deavours at  the  continental  congrefs,  for  the  adoption 
of  fuch  meafures  as  might  afford  the  beft  profpedl  of 
obtaining  a  redrefs  of  American  grievances,  and  of  r^ 
ftoring  the  union  and  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  colonies.  They  faid,  "  Though  the  opprelfive 
meafures  of  the  Britifti  parliament  and  adminiftration 
have  compelled  us  to  refift  their  violence  by  force  of 
arms,  yet  we  ftriftly  enjoin  you,  that  you,  in  bdialf  of 
this  colony,  diffent  from,  and  utterly  rejeft,  any  propo- 
fitions,  fhould  fuch  be  made,  that  may  caufe  or  lead  to 
a  feparation  from  the  mother  country,  or  a  change  in 
the  form  of  this  government.*'  The  reafon  for  menti- 
oning a  change  in  the  form  of  this  government y  was  coh- 
grefs's  recommendation  of  a  meafure  of  that  kind  to  the 
provincial  convention  of  New  Hampfhire,  which  will 
be  properly  noticed  in  its  place.  ^    .     •  ' 

Nov.  Governor  Franklin  met  the  general  aflembly  of  New 
Jerjey.  In  his  fpeech  he  acqtiainted  them,  "  That  the 
commanders  of  his  majefty's  fquadrons  in  America,  have 
orders  to  proceed  as  in  the  cafe  of  a  town  in  a£hial  re- 
bellion, againft  fuch  of  the  fea-port  towns  and  places^ 
being  acceflible  R>  the  king's  Ihips,  as  fbdl  oifer  any 
.  violence  to  the  king's  offica^,  or  in  which  any  troops 
ihall  be  raifed,  or  military  works  erefted,  or  other  than 
by  his  majefty's  authority,  or  any  attempts  made  tb 
feize  or  'plunder  any  public  magazine  of  arms  or  am- 
munition." He  faid,  "  Sentiments  of  independency, 
are  by  fome  men  of  prefcnt  confeqxxence,  openly  avow- 
ed. 
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cd,  and  effay^  are  already  appearing  in  the  public  pa- 1775, 
pers,  to  ridicule  the  people's  fears  of  that  horrid  mea- 
fure."  The  houfe  of  affembly,  in  their  anfwer  declared, 
"  There  is  nothing  we  defire  with  greater  anxiety  than  a  29. 
reconciliation  with  our  parent  ftate,  on  conftitutional 
principles.  We  lcn6w  of  no  fentitnents  of  independency  * 
that  are  by  men  of  any  confequence  openly  avowed ; 
nor  do  we  approve  of  any  effays  tending  to  encourage 
fuch  a  meafure.  We  have  already  exprefled  our  detef- 
tatiori  of  fuch  opinion^,  and  we  have  fo  frequently  and 
fiilly  declared  our  fentiments  on  this  fubjeft,  that  we 
Ihould  have  thought  ourfelves,  as  at  prefent  we  really 
dcferve  tobe^  exempt  from  all  fufpicion  of  this  nature." 
The  governor  in  his  reply  mentioned,  that  he  had  not 
the  moft  diftant  thought,  while  fpeaking  of  the  fenti- 
ments of  independency  openly  avowed  by  fome,  that 
they  would  confider  the  remark  as  at  all  meant  for,  or 
applicable  to  their  houfe.  He  concluded  with  pointedly 
faying,  "  I  fincerely  wilh  that  both  you  and  I  may  ere 
long  have  the  happinefs  to  fee  thofe,  who  either  openly 
or  privately  avow  fentiments  of  independency,  men  of  no 
confsquence^ 

The  New  Tork  convention  having  refolved  upon  the 
removal  of  the  cannon  from  the  battery  in  tl\e  city,  cap- 
tain Sears  was  appointed  to  the  bufinefs.  Captain  Van- 
deputy  of  the  Afia  man  of  war,  was  privately  informed 
of  the  defign,  and  prepared  to  oppofe  its  execution. 
Learning  when  it  was  to  be  attempted,  he  appointed  a: 
boat  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  people  aflembled  for 
that  purpofe  about  the  dead  of  night.  The  failors  in 
the  boat  giving  the  fignal,  with  a  flafli  of  powder,  of 
what  was  going  forward,  the  pcrfons  on  fhore  miftook 

I  3  it       , 


iTyj,  it  for  ag  attempt  to  fire  a  naufket  at  thc«ij  an4  fenm?-. 
diately  ?iimed  a  voUey  of  ihot  ^t  the  boat,  by'  ^hich  Jt 
man  was  killed.  Captain  Vandeput  foon  aft?r  cx>rn- 
raenced  a  firing  from  the  Afia  ivitb  grape  flipf,  fwivel 
Ihot,  1 8  and  24  pounders,  without  killing  a  fiiaglft  per-, 
'  fon>  and  wounded  only  three,  two  (lightly,  tjt^e  other 
loft  the  calf  of  his  leg.  He  then  ceafed  for  a  confiiderr 
able  time,  fuppofing  that  the  people  had  defifted  &bm 
their  purpofe  -,  while  they  were  only  changing  their  mode 
'  of  operation.  Captain  Sears  provided  a  deceiving  party, 
intended  to  draw  the  Afia's  fire  from  the  line  of  the 
working  party.  He  fent  the  forrtier  behind,  a  hreafi: 
work,  by  which  they  were  fecured  on  dodging  down 
upon  obferving  the  flafii  of  the  Afia's  guns.  When,  all 
was  in  readinefs,  they  huzzaed,  and  lang  out  theirnotes 
as  though  tugging  in  unifon,  and  fired  fi-om  the  wails ; 
wbil^  the  working  party  fllently  got  off  twenty-one 
eighteen  pounders,  with  carriages,  empty  caitridge% 
rammers,  &c.  Upon  hearing  the  noife,  and  feeing  the 
fire  of  the  mufketry,  the  captain  ordered  the  Afii  to 
fire  a  whole  broad-fide  toward  that  part  of  the  fbrt> 
where  the  deceiving  party  had  fecured  themfelves,  with-> 
out  intending  a  particular  injury  to  the  city ;  however, 

A"g»  fome  of  the  fli9t  could  not  but  fly  into  it  and  do 
*  damage.  This  affair  happened  at  a  very  l^e  hoinv  be- 
tween twelve  and  two;  and  threw  the  citizens  intjot  the 
utmoft  confternatiop.  Such  wa&  the  ftillnefs  of  the  night, 
that  the  report  of  the  cannon  was  heard  at  Pbil^fla^ihia^ 
ninety  mites  ofE  The  diftrefs  of  tha  Yorkers  wai^  much 
increafed,  by  a  painfui  apprehenfiqn,  that  captain^  Vaon 
dcput  would  renew  his  firing  upon  the  city^  A-  mopuovx^ 
of  men,  women,  chiidnei\  and  goods  cor^im^jiced^  and 

conti- 
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cdntinwd  till  Saturday.  Matters  were  afterward;  fo  ad-  ii%ff 
jufted,  as  to  quiet  the  apprehenfioas  of  the  people,  in 
reference  to  their  fufFering  further  from  the  Afiai  To 
prevent  it,  the  convention  perniitted  Abrahann  Lott  efq^^ 
to  fupply  all  his  majefly's  ihips,  ftationed  at  New  Yorkj 
vjith  all  neceffaries,  as  well  freih  as  falted,  for  the  folf 
ufc  of  faid  fliips. 

The  art  and  influence  of  governor  Tryon  ^arrtie4 
the  continental  congcefs,  fome  of  the  members  efpecially; 
fo  that  it  was  moved,  that  he  fhould  be  feized.  But 
Mr.'Duane,  one  pf  the  New  York  delegates,  fpeaking 
in  belialf  of,  and  anfwering  for  him,  no  refolution  to  that 
purpofe  was  taken.  Mr.  Duane  faying,  in  his  eager- 
iiels  to  defend  the  governor,  that  he  was  as  good  a  friend 
to  the  American  caufe  as  any  one  prefent,  called  up  cap^ 
tain  J<An  Langdon  from  New  Hamplhire,  who  relent^ 
ing  the  aflertion  as  an  afperfion  on  the  feveral  members, 
anfweped  with  much  acrimony,  and  was  permitted  fo 
go  on  as  long  as  he  pleafed,  Mr.  Duane's  conduit  not 
having  anfwered,  in' feveral  inftances,  the  warm  wifhcss' 
of  the  zealous  delegates.  Though  nothing  was  refolv^d 
upon  agaifril  governor  Tryon,  tlie  matter  only  fubfided  : 
for  the  ^cftnty  under  an  apprehenfion  that  if  the  mp- 
,tion  was  made,  it  would  not  be  carried,  or  when  carried 
would  be  conveyed  to  the  governor  time  enough  for 
hini  to  fccure  himfelf.  The  affair  was  broughjc  on  again 
after  a  while  in  another  form ;  and  congrefe  refolved,  Oftt 
^*  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  provincial  af-  ^ 
fembUes  or  conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of 
fefety,  to  arreft  and  fecure  every  perfon  in  their  refpec^ 
tive  colonies,  whofe  going  at  large  may  in  their  opiniop 
endanger  the  fafety  of  the  colony,    of  the  liberties  of 

I  4  America/' 
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i775*  America.'*  An  authentic  copy  of  the  refolve  was  to  be 
tranfmitted  by  the  delegates  to  proper  perfons  in  the  dif- 
ferent colonies.  The  fathers  of  it  aimed  at  governor 
.Tryon  i  they  had  little  or  no  expeftation  that  the  New 
York  convention  would  fecure  him  5  but  they  hoped 
that  the  fons.  of  liberty  at  large  would  efFeft  the  bufinefs. 
It  has  been  afferted,  that  Mr.  Duane  was  uneafy  at  the 
refolution,  and  withdrew  from  congrefs  for  near  an  hour 
before  he  returned  to  his  feat.  Bp  that  as  it  may,  it  is 
certain,  that  Mr.  Duane's  footman  went  off  to  governor 
Tryon  in.  feafon  to  give  him  information  of  what  was 

oa.   refolved ;  w|;iich  occafioned  his  writing  to  the  mayor  of 

^^'  New  York,  acquainting  him  that  he  knew  from  un^ 
doubted  authority^  what  was  recommended  to  thfc  pro- 
vincial congrefs,  and  defiring  to  be  informed  whether  he 
fliould  be  fecure;  in  the  protedion  of  the  corporation  and 
citizens.  The  provincial  congi'^fs  had  not  then  received 
the  recommendation.  Several  letters  pafled  upon  the  oc- 
cafion  ;  but  the  governor  not  obtaining  fatisfaftion  as  to 
his  being  fecure,  went  on  board  the  Halifax  picket, 
of  which  he  informed  the  mayor  by  letter  j  and  in  that 

19.  expreffed  his  readinefs  to  do  fuch  bufinefs  of  the  coun- 
try, as  the  fituation  of  the  times  would  permit. 

A  ^  correfpondent  refiding  at  New  York  complains, 
that  the  leaders  of  the  people  in  that  colony  are  incon- 
fiftent  and  perfidious,  and  that  their  councils  are  ftarript 
with  folly,  timidity  and  treachery.  Some  days  before 
the  governor  went  on  board,  members  of  the  provin- 
cial convention,  declared  even  in  convention,  that  they 
would  not  receive  the  bilk  of  credit  to  be  cmittied'  by 
th?a\f€lves  3  thq^t  they  would  join  the  kipg's  ftandard, 
>  /  if 
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if  troops  came,  in  order  to  fave  their  eftates,  &c.   Thefc  177J. 
fpeeche^  were  uttered  without  meeting  with  any  cenfure. 

The  day  the  governor  fent  his  letter  from  on  board, 
Meffrs.  Low,  De  Lancey,  Walton,  Kiffam,  Verplank, 
&c.  &c.  labored  hard  in  the  provincial  congrefs,  to  pre- 
clude the  freemen  of  the  city  from  voting  for  new  mem-r 
hers,  and  the  mode  of  voting  by  ballot.  They  were 
for  polling  as  formerly,  and  expefted,  that  if  the  free- 
men were  excluded,  the  freeholders  would  return  none, 
bXit  fuch  as  would  be  for  preferving  the  city  though  at 
the  expence  of  the  liberties  of  America, 

The  New  York  troops  are  not  to  be  depended  upon 
in  general.  Perfons  who  have  been  pretty  hearty,  arc 
now  afraid  of  falling  a  facrifice.  The  defeftion  becomes 
greater  every  day  in  both  city  and  country.  This  may 
be  owing  to  the  arts  of  governor  Tryon,  whofe  exer- 
tions may  be  as  ftrenuous  and  fiiccefsful  in  the  fhip  as  in 
the  city.  He  is  not  at  a  lofs  how  to  intrigue  with  the 
people  of  his  government. 

Such  is  the  importance  of  fecuring  the  North  River, 
that  the  continental  congrefs  have  given  dire6Kon  for 
rendering  it  defenfible,  by  erefting  fortifications  in  the 
Highlands,  and  garrifoning  the  fame.     They  have  alio 
thofe  apprehenfions  of  the  New  Yorkers,  that  they  have 
diredted  Mr.  Alexander,  titular  lord  Stirling,  to  colkaNor. 
the  troops  raifed  in  and  for  the  defence  of  New  Jerfey,  ^7* 
(except  fix  companies  ordered  to  the  forts  on  the  North 
River)  and  to  place  them  in  barracks  in  the  eallem  di- 
.'ififion  of  the  colony,   as  contiguous  to  New  York  as 
can  be,  there  to  remain  till  further  orders.     The  city  • 
abounds  with  perfons  oppofed  to  congreffional  meafures.^ 
Their  oppofition  was  much  ftrcngthcned  by  Mr.  Ri- 

vington's 
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M7J,  viBgton's  p^efs,  which  was  Carried  off  |bur  days  htfoM 
the  above  order.  Captain  Sears  obfervitig  the  mifchiev- 
ous  effefts  of  this  prefs,  determined  upon  a  violent  and 
effeftual  mode  of  filencing  it  He  procured  feventy- 
five  Connedlicut  horfemen,  well  armed  with  mulkets, 
&c.  uaexpededly  entered  the  city  at  the  head  of  them  > 
repaired  iiximediately  to  Mr.  Rivington's,  and  feized  alt 
his  type3  and  other  f^rinting  materiak,  many  of  which 
were  deftroyed.  While  he  was  thus  empbyed,  people 
coUefted,  and  the  ftreet  was  thronged.  To  prevent  in- 
terruption, he  called  out  and  told  them,  that  if  they  at- 
tempted to  oppofe  him,  he  would  order  his  men  to  fire 
upon  them  ;  and  preparation  was  made  for  doing  it,  m 
irafe  it  fhould  be  needful  This  appearance  inftantly 
cleared  the  ftreet,  when  captain  Scars  md  his  party  rode 
pff  in  triumph,  with  the  booty  they  were  pleafed  to  take 
away, 
^^pt*  .  Captain  Wallace,  in  the  Rofe  mm  of  war,  and  two 
■^^*  tenders,  began  in  the  morning  to  fire, upon  Stonington 
in  Connedicut,  clofe  in  with  the  Sound ;  and  continued 
it  the  whole  day,  with  very  little  intermiffion.  They 
•  killed  two  men,  much  Mattered  the  houfesj  ftores,  &c, 
and  carried  off  a  fchooner  loaded  with  molaflfcs,  and 
two  fmail  floops.  The  firing  was  brought  on  by  a  vef- 
fel  (which  he  was  in  chace  of)  cfcaping  and  fecurinjg 
itfelf  in  the  harbour  of  the  town.  The  men  of  war  aiid 
minfpofts  at  Newport,  exciting  a  fufpicion  by  their 
movements>  that  there  was  an  intention  of  taking  off 
live  ftock  from  the  farms,  in  the  fouth  pa»*t  of  Rhode 
oa.  Iflandj  a  number  of  perlbns  went  d^wn  in  the  evening 
^*  ^nd  brought  off  about  looo  Ihecp  and  50  head  of  catfife. 
The  next  day  aad  the  fiailbwing  one  the  fhips  took  off  a 

jquan- 
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qqantity  fr^qi  iwf^  fmmi  where?  i^  was  thought  they  i-jjj^ 
\yef^  cQlJe<aed  fer  tb^  pwpofe  pf  fupplyiwg  the  Britilh 
troops  at  Bofton.    Soon  after  300  iqinute  rp^n  arrived^    j, 
who  mai?clacd  tp  the  i^j  and  brought  off  die  rerpain- 
ing  catde,  fheep,  hogs  gpd  poultry,  though  fired  upoA 
l^  the  (hips  which  Jay  w^thiii  g^n  ftibt.    The  interpafi-  ^ 
tioa  of  tfce  miaute  men  fubgefted  the  town  to  thrcatsi 
of  being  caaijQnaded  by  the  fnen  of  var  -,  fo  that  many 
Qf  die  inhabitants  moy^d  their  effe<Sb,  while  others  left 
tbfs  place.      On  Saturday  afternoon  the  fhips  weighed    ?• 
anchor,  went  up  the  river  to  BridoK  and  demanded  three 
hundred  fheep,  which  not  being  complied  with>  between, 
eight  and  nine  o'clock^  they  began  a  heavy  fire  on  the 
town,  and  continued  it  upward  of  an  hour.     The  wo- 
men and  children,  in  great  anxiety  (dark  and  rainy  as; 
it  wa$)  were  obliged  to  leave  their  habitations,  and  feek     - 
fttelter  in  die  adjacent  country.    Between  nine  and  teH: 
a  corormittec  went  on  board,  and  purchafcd  the  peace 
and  fafety  df  the  town  at  the  expcneeof  forty  Iheep, 
The  firing  thus  upon  a  defenceleis  town  greatly  irritated 
the  minds  of  the  Americans  in  diftant  colonies,  and  thcf 
haipe  cenfured  it  in  their  public  tranfaftions. 

The  general  aflfembly  of  Rhode  ]^(md  pafled  an  a6l;  Not* 
for  t{ie  capital  punifliment  of  perfons  who  Ihould  be 
four^  guilty  of  holding  a  traiterous  correfpondence  with 
jhc  n:niniftry  of  'Great  Britain,  or  any  of  their  officers 
or  agents,  or  of  fupplying  the^minifterial  army  or  n^vy 
employed  againft  the  united  colonies,  with  provifions^ 
arras,  &c.  or  of  afting  as  pilots  on  board  any  of  their 
vefifels.  They  however  excepted,  the  negotiation  and 
treaty  of  the  town  council  with  captain  Wallace,  relped- 
ing  the  fuppjyi^ig  th?  flup^  of  war  ftationed  in  the  har- 
bour 
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*77^bour  of  Newport,  and  the  regulation '  thereof  by  the 
commanding  ofncer,  which  they  had  before  permitted. 
They  alfo  paffed  an  aft  for  fequeftering  the  eftates  of 
IH'^eral  perfbns,  whom  they  confidered  as  avowed  ene- 
mies to  the  liberties  of  America. 

i^cnr.  '   Capt.  Wallace,  about  one  in  the  morning,  left  the 

^^  harbour  of  Newport,  went  to  Conanicut  with  feveral 
vcflHs,  and  landed  about  200  marines,  failors,  and  ne- 
groes, who  were  employed  in  burning  the^houfes  and 
barns  upon  the  ifland.  The  men,  while  upon  the  fer- 
vice,  were  ordered  to  fire  on  one  Mr.  Martin,  who  gave 
1^0  provocation,  and  was  (landing  unarnied  at  his  own- 
door.  He  was  fhot  in  the  belly  and  died.  He  was  an 
inoffenfive  perfon,  and  had  treated  capt.  Wallace  with 
great  civility  and  friendfhip.  -  . 

General  Lee  was  at  length  detached  with  a  fmall  cor|)s 
fi-om  the  army  in  the  Maflachufetts  to  the  afliftance  of 
the 'Rhode  Iflandersj  on  whom,  upon  his  arrival,  he 
impofed  a  moft  tremendous  oath.  This.aft  of  the  ge- 
neral's dpeS  not  meet  with  the  apqprobation  of  the  con- 
grefs. 

The  Majfacbufetts  military  and  naval  tranfaftions  will 

•  be  related  feparate  from  the  civil,  as  far  as  convenient. 
'  The  American  prifoners  taken  on  the  17th  of  Junc> 
Were  thrown  indifcriminately  into  the  jail  at  Bofton, 
without  any  confideration  being  paid  to  thpfe  of  rank, 
though  languifhing  with  wounds  and  ficknefs.  The  fick 
and  wounded  were  put  under  the  hands  of  a  man,  who 
liad  never  before  been  employed,  but  in  the  difeafes  of 
horfes  *.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  befriended 
the  American  caufe,  were  not  allowed  to  afford  the  pri^ 
'    •  *  General  Wafliington's  private  letter*    .  -  '^  • 

ibners 
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loners  all  that  relief  they  were  entitled  to  upon  th^  prin-  '77^* 
ciples  of  humanity.  The  fufFerers  had  even  fome  of 
their  books  of  deyotion  taken  from  them,  and  were  re- 
proached for  their  much  reading,  as  leading  them  into 
rebellion.  Being  accounted  rebels,  no  cruelty  was 
thought. more  than  they  deferved,  while  their  exiftencc 
was  not  terminated  by  a  halter. 

The  education  and  reading  of  the  colonifts  have  un- 
doubtedly contributed  to  encourage  and  fupport  their 
oppofition  to  meafiires,  deemed  deftruftive  to  the  liber^ 
ties  of  their  country. '  Every  town  in  the  Maflkchufetts 
and  Connefticut  has  a  public  Englifti  fchool  for  the  edu^ 
cation  of  youth,  fupported  by  an  annual  tax  upon  the 
inhabitants:  to  which  any  one  may^ (end  his  children, 
while  the  expence  of  their  education  is  nothing  more 
than  his  proportion  of  the  tax.  The  matters  are  often 
young  men,  who  have  finiftied  their  college  education ; 
and  who  Ipend  a  year  or  more  in  this  employ,  till  they 
take  to  a  different  one,  which  often  leads  to  their  be- 
coming Ibme  of  the  firft  perfons  in  the  colony.  The 
univerfal  education  promoted  by  thefe  fchools,  fpreads 
a  general  knowledge  ampng  the  loweft  orders  of  people; 
and  gives  them  a  tafte  for  reading  the  interefting  publi-  ?: 
cations  of  the  day ;  while  able  writers  have  been  and 
are  employing  their  pens,  in  nourifhing  the  fpirit  .of  re- 
fiftance,  by  arguments,  hiftorical  narrations,  and  all  the 
various  arts  of  animated  perfuafion. 

General  Wafhington  wrote  to  general  Gage  upon  the  Aug. 
fubjedl' of  the  iir  treatment  of  the  piironers,  and  ap- 
prized him,  that  he  (hould  regulate  his  conduft  toward 
thofe  gentlemen  who  are  or  may  be  in  his  pofTefiloni 
cxadJy  by  the  rule  that  the  other  fliould  obfcrve  toward 

the 
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«y7jf*  the  Americans  who  may  be  in  his  cuftody.  General 
jj.  *  Gage  in  his  anfwer  affertedj  that  die  prifoners  had  hitherto 
been  treated  with  care  and  kindnefs,  though  indifcrimi- 
nately,  as  he  acknowledged  no  rank  that  was  not  de- 
rived from  the  king.  He  mentioiied,  "  I  undcrftand 
that  are  of  the  king's  faithful  ftjbjedte,  taken  by  the 
rebels,  laboring  like  negro  flaves,  to  gain  their  daity' 
fubfiftence^  or  reduced  to  the  wf etched  altefnatire,  to 
perifti  by  famine^  or  take  arms  againft  their  king  and 
country."  He  remariced  upon  the  paflage  relating  tp 
retaliation,  with  an  appeal  to  God  -,  and  clofed  with  this 
charge,  *^  unfortunately  for  both  countries,  thofe  who 
long  fince  prqj€<3:ed  the  prefent  crifis,  and  influence  die 
councils  of  America,  ha,ve  views  very  diftant  fromac- 
c<HTimodation."  General  Gage  was  miftaken,  in  charg-* 
ing  the  party  alluded  to,  Vfkh  prcyelling  the  prefent  crifis, 
which  is  the  cafual  and  unexpefted  confequence  of  per- 
nicious minifterial  councils.  He  was  no  lefs  far  from 
the  truth,  while  he  intimated  that  the  American  leader^ 
*'  have  views  vefy  diftant  from  accommodation."  Some 
few  have  fuch  views  y  but  the  great  body  of  them,  at 
prefent,  long  for  an  accommodation. 
jg.  General  Wafhington  replied  to  general  Gage,  in  a 
pointed  manner,  and  told  him,  "  I  have  taken  time. 
Sir,  to  make  a  ftrift  inquiry,  and  find  the  intelligence 
you  have  received^  has  not  the  leaft  foundation  in  trutii* 
Not  only  your  officers  and  foldiers  have  been  treated 
with  a  tendernefe  due  to  fellow  citizens  and  brethren,  but 
even  thofe  execrable  parricides,  whofe  councils  and  aid 
have  deluged  their  country  with  blood,  have  been  prch- 
tc6kcd  from  the  fury  of  a  juftfy  enraged  people.  You 
a&a,  Sir^  to  dcfpife  all  rank,  not  derived  from  tjie 

fame 
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fame  fource  with  your  own*  I  cannot  conceive  one  *Tr*» 
jnore  honorable;  than  that,  which  flows  from  the  uncor^ 
rupted  choice  of  a  brave  and  free  peopk,  the  pureft 
fcurce  and  original  fountain  of  all  power.  May  thai: 
God  to  whom  you  appeal,  judge  between  Anierica  and 
you  !  Under  his  providence,  thofe  who  influence  th« 
ppuncijs  of  Ameriga,  and  all  the  other  inhabkajits  of 
the  united  colonies^  4t  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  are  de^ 
termined  to  hand  down  to  pofterity  thofe  juft  and  iftya*^ 
luable  privileges  which  they  received  from  thek  an* 
ceftors/* 

At  night,  about  two  thoufand  pf  the  Anderidati  troop  Avg^ 
intrenched  on  Plow'd-hill,  within  point  blank  fhot  of  thq  *^ 
Britilh  on  Bunker's-hill :  notwithftanding  a  continual 
fire;  aUnoft  aU  the  day  following,  they  had  only  two 
killed  and  two  wounded.  While  the  intrenchnnents  wef e 
carrying  on,  pities  of  riflemen  were  employed  in  firing 
.uppn  die  advanced  guards  on  Charleftown  neck.  One 
of  the  Britilh  officers  and  feveral  men,  were  feen  to  fall. 
Two  of  the  Britifh  floating  batteries  attempting  to  annoy 
the  Americans  at  work  upon  the  hill,  were  filenced  in 
Myftick  river,  and  one  partly  funk.  More  than  300 
fliells  were  thrown  at  the  fortrefs'  on  Plow'd-hiil, 
without  a  fingle  perfon's  being  thereby  hurt ;  and  the 
confequent  contenapt  they  entertained  (^  (hells,  in- 
'  duced  them  to  omit  providing  a  bomb-proof  cover 
for  thegarrifon*  Bunker's^hill,  Plow'd-hill,  and  Winter-* 
hill,,  which  the  Americans  have  poflfefied  and  fortified 
for  fdme  time,  are  fituated  in  a  range  from  eaft  to  weft,  ' 
each  of  them  on  or  near  Myftick  river*  Plaw*d^bill  ii 
in  the  middle,  and  the  lowcft  of  the  three,  the  fumflriit 
i^  abpyt  JNf  a  ixdk.  from  tbe  worki  ofi  Bunk^-s-jt^^     -  3 

The 
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^775-  The  Britifli  finding  that  their  firing  did  not  anfwer,  re- 
laxed, and  after  a  while  defifted  entirely ;  and  the  Ame- 
ricans remained  quiet  in  their  new  poft.  -  General  Wafh- 
ington  received,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  a  very 
acceptable  remittance  of  ammunition  from  Rhode  Ifland, 
even  7000 lb.  of  powder — a  great  quantity,  compared 
with  the  late  amazing  Scarcity.  It  is  probably  a  part  of 
what  has  been  brought  from  Africa.  The  Americans 
pra6tifed  a  manoeuvre,  which  credits  their  under- 
ftanding.  They  fent  out  a  quantity  of  New  England 
rum,   which    was   exchanged  for  a   fiery    commodity 

.  '  of  a  different  quality,  fo  fuccefsfijlly  as  not  to  leave 
an  ounce  for  fale  in  any  of  the  Britifli  forts  on  the  Afri- 
can coaft. 

The  general  having  obtained  pleafing  accounts  from 
Canada,  being  aflbred  that  neither  Indians  nor  Ganadi-^ 
ans  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  aft  againft  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  knowing  there  was  a  defign  of  penetrating 
into  that  province  by  Lake  Ghamplain,  concerted  the 
plan  of  detaching  a  body  of  troops  from  head  quartern, 
through  the  province  of  Main,  acrofs  the  country  toi^ 
Quebec.  He  communicated  the  fame  to  gen.  Schuyler, 
who  approving  it,  all  things  were  got  ill  readinefs. .  The 
corps  was  to  be  commanded  by  colonel  Arnold,  aided 
by  colonels  Chriftopher  Green  and  Roger  Enos,  and 
majors  Meigs  and  Bigelow ;  and  was  to  confifl  of  ten 
companies  of  muflcet  men,  and  three  companies  of  rifle- 
men, amounting  to  eleven  hundred. 

Sepn  .    In  the  evening  the  detachment  marched  from  Cam- 

'^*  bridge  for  Newbury  port,  where,  fix  days  after,  they 
embarked  on  board  ten  tranfports,  bound  to  Kennebec> 

ao.    fifty  leagues  diftant.  They  entered  the  mouth  ofthe  Ken- 
nebec 
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nebec  in*  the  morning,  and  being  favored  widi  wind  and  '77S» 
tide,  proceeded  qp  to  Gardiner's  town.  It  was  only  four- 
teen days  from  firft  giving  the  orders  'for  building  200 
batteaus,  for  coileding  provifions,  and  for  draughting 
the  iioo* men>  Co  their  reaching  this  place.— Such  was 
the  difpatchl 

The  troops  embarked  on  board  the  batteaus,  and  pro*  s2« 
ceeded  to  Fort  Weftern^  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river* 
From  thence,  capt.  Morgan,  with  three  companies  of 
riflemen,' was  fent  forward  by  water,  with  orders  to  get  ^^^ 
on  to  the  great  carrying  place  in  the  jnoft  expeditious 
manner,  and  to  clear  the  road,  while  the  other  divifions_ 
Came  up.     The  fecond  divifion  embarked  the  next  day, 
and  the  third  the  day  after.     As  they  advanced  up  the 
river,  the  ftream  grew  very  rapid,  and  the  bottom  and 
Ihores  were. rocky.     By  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  ^ 
major  Meigs  with  the  third  divifion,  arrived  at  Fort 
Halifax,  ftanding  on  a  point  of  land  between  the  rivers 
Kennebec  and  Sebafticook.     In  their  progrels  up  the 
river,  they  met  with  two  carrying-places,  over  which 
they  were  obliged  to  carry  their  batteaus,  baggage,  and 
every  other  article,  till  they  came  again  to  a  part  of  the 
river  which  was  navigable,  and  no  longer  obftrudted  by 
water-falls,  rapids,  rocks  or  other  encumberances,  as  was 
that  which  they  avoided.     They  got  to  Norridgewalk,  oft. 
where  the'  major's  curbfity  was  entertained,  by  the  fight     3« 
-of  a  child  14  months  old,  the  firft  white  one  born  in  the 
place.     After  crofling  over  more  carrying  places,  he  and 
his  men  encamped  at  the  great  carrying  place,  which    igii 
was   twelve  miles  and  a  half  acrofs,  including  three 
ponds  that  they  were  obliged  to  pafs.     Thefe  ponds  had 
plenty  of  tcput.     Two  days  after  colonel  Enos  arrived 
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»77J-  at  the  Tartle  place  -with  the  4th  divifion  df  thfe  arfflf, 
confifting  of  three  <^ompanies  of  mufket  men.     Colonel 

0<^.   Arnold,   mefetihg  with  an  Indian,   wrote   to    general 

'^'  Schiiykr,  and  ^dofcd  his  letter  to  a  friend  in  Quebec, 
Though  he  fed  rio  ^knowledge  of  the  Indian,  hd  Tentu- 
roufly  intruded  the  packet  with  him,  to  bfe  carried  and 
delivered  according  to  ^df<kr.  This  ftrange  confidence 
may  ruin  his  'expedition,  "bnSfide  itivolving  his  friend  in 

1^,  great  tronbie.  The  provifion  i/^as  fo  reduced,  thttt  the 
micn  wcrepilt'to  aUowance,'|'lb.  of  pork  ^rtd  |lb.  -of 
Bour  «  day  fontfach.  Thie  'next  day  they  reactled^^Jftd 
itver.  Coforferfinos  ■  having'  got  up  ^th  his  ^ivifiSh,  in 
dbout* three  days,  wasbfdered  to  fend  back  the  fi<Sk,  ttftd 
'thofe  -that  coukf  iiot-be  furriUhed  With  prdvifioftj  but, 
contr^ty  to  colonel  Attioki*s  expe^tion,  retOTnefl  'to 
Cambridge  *wlth  his  i^hole  dhdfion,  a  few  days  Mfter. 
■Major  Mdgs  recemd  orders  ^to  pufli  on,  ^h  his  divi-^ 

19*  ficn,  for  Chaudidre  'heaH,  With  the  -^eiteft -expedition, 
ISiit  they  proceeded  very  flowly  by  reafon-of  fflb,-airry- 
ing  pla(*es  and-bail  weather.    Their  courfe  Was  only  three 

23.  miles*  The  rains  made  the  river  rife,  the  pfreeeding 
night,  in  fome  parts,  eight  feet 'perpendienlar;  and  in 
many ^aeesit  overflowed  its  banks,  and  rendered  ifvery 
difficult  for  the'men  on  Ihofe^to  march.  The  Ufag: -day 
the  ftream  was  *lb  rapid,  that,  in  pafTmg  it/fi¥tbr  fix 
batteaos  fiHcd  and  bverfet,  by  Which  they  loft^fdvcr^^bar- 
rels  of  provifiohs,  a  number  -of  guns,  clothes  ^and  ethtt 
iarticles.  Such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream>  an'd'^ 
•  interruptions  by  ccrrying  places,  that  it  was  with'thtsek 
fatigue  they  got  on  one  and  twenty  miles  Withm  the  thfce 
feltowing  days.     To  their  great  fatisfaftidn  thty  feacMd 

«7.    ^  carrying  place,  ^hich  Kes  acrofe'-thelir^t'orkftB 
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that  runs  tte-ou^  the  cdlooics  to  Georgia,  and  on  the  .^.TWr 
Airther  Ade  of  which  the  fe^ms  run  die  reverfe  of  ^he 
rivers  they  had  afcended.     TJbey  croffed  the  heights  t0 
Chaudiere  river,  and  continued  their  marth  by  land  to 
'QH^'^^^^     The  marching  through  the  woods  was  ex-  Nov* 
iremely  bad.     Major  Meigs  paflcd  a  number  of  ibldicrs,     ** 
who  had  no  j»ovifions,  and  fbme  of  whom  were  lick.    It         • 
was  not  in  his  power  to  help  or  relieve  them.     But  one 
or  two  dogs  were  killed,  which  the  diftreflfed  foldiers  cat 
with  a  reKlbing  appetite,  without  fparing  either  feet  or 
ifldn.    A  few  eat  dieir  cartouch-boxes,  breeches  and 
4hoes,  beifig  fev^al  days  without  provifion.     The  major 
and  his  men  marched  <m  upon  the  banks  of  the  <^au-    ^i 
^icre,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  met  with  fupplies,  to  the 
inexpreffible  joy  of  the  Soldiers,  who  were  near  ftarving. 
Colonel  Arnold,  with  a  fmall  party,  made  a  forced  march, 
and  returned  with  provifions*  purchafed  of  the  irihabi- 
Htants,  on  which  the  hunger-^bitten  adventurers  made  ^ 
voracious  meal.     The  next  day  at  eleven,  major  Meigs    4^ 
and  his  men   arrived  at  a  French   houfe,   and  were 
rhofpitably  treated.     It  was  the  firft  houfe  he  had  feen 
for  31  days,  having  been  all  that  time  in  a  rough,  bar- 
ren, and  uninhabited  wildernefs,  where  he  never  faw  a 
human  being  except  thofe  belonging  to  the  detachment. 
He  and  his  party  were  immediately  fupplied  mth  frefti 
beef,  fowls,  butter,  pheafants  and  vegetables,  at  tiiisfct- 
tlement  called  Sertigan,  %^  leagues  from  Quebec.  They 
were  kindly  entertained  wWile  marchmg  down  the  coun- 
try.    When  colonel  Arnold  got  within  two  leagues  and 
^  half  of  Point  Levi,  he  wr0t;e  to  general  Mpntgomcry,     s, 
^j^at  as  he  had  received  no  r^nftsrer  either  irem  general 
Scluqrlcr  .w  his  frienc^  he  madejoo  idoubc  but  that  the 
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t.7'7^.  Indian  had  betrayed  his  truft:  and  that  he  was  con-* 
firmed    in   it   upon   finding  that    the    inhabitants    of 
Quebec  had  been  fometime  apprized  of  his  coming, 
and  had  deftroyed  all  the  canoes  at  Point  Levi  to  pre- 
vent the  detachments  paffing  over.     The  faft  was,  the 
*      Indian^  inftead  of  delivering  the  packet  as  direfted,  car- 
ried it  to  the  lieutenant  governor,  who,  on  reading  the 
letters,  fecured  Mr.  Mercier  the  merchant,  and  began 
'immediately  to  put  the  city  into  the  bell  ftate  of  defence 
he  could;    whereas  before   it  was  wholly  defencelefs, 
Nov. '  and  might  eafily  have  been  carriec^by  furprife.     Colonel 
9'      Arnold  arrived  at  Point  Levi,  where  we  leave  *liim  to 
remove,  if  pofTible,  the  embarraffments  into  which  his 
own  imprudence  has  brought  him  by  needlefsly  trufting 
an  unknown  Indian  with  difpatches  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequenCe.     The  detachment  fuffered  hardftiips,  beyond 
what  can  well  be  conceived  of,  in  the  courfe  of  the  ex- 
pedition.    The  men  had  to  haul  their  batteaus  up  ov^r 
.;      falls,  up  rapid  ftreams,  over  carrying  places;    and  to 
march  through  moraffes,  thick  woods,  arid  over  moun- 
tains, for  about  320  miles.     In  many  places  they  had 
.to  pafs  over  the  ground  and  the  mountains  feveral  tirfies, 
as  without  it  they  muft  have  left  much  of  their  b^gage 
behind,  and  have  failed  in  the  enterprife.     They  loft 
all  their  powder,    except  what  was  in  cartridges  and 
.horns,  while  penetrating  through  the  woods.     But  what 
•proved  the  greateft  trial  to  them,  was  theftarving  con- 
.  dition  to  which  they  were  reduced,  when  approaching 
the  end  of  their  tedious  and  diftrefling  march.     The 
^  -^      pork  being  gone,  they  had  for  four  days,  only  half  a 
pound  of  iSour  a  day  for  each  man.     Their  whole  flofe 
.was  then  divided,  which  yielded  about- four  pints  of 

flour 


AMBRICAN      REVOLUTION.  IJJ 

flour  per  man — a  fmall  allowance  for  men  near  a  hun-  1,775, 
dred  miles  from  any  habitation  br  profpeft  of  a  ftfpply.. 
It  was  ufed  fparingly ;  but  feveral  when  they  had  baked 
and  eaten  their  laft  morfel,  difcovered  to  their  great  con-, 
fufion,  that  they  had  thirty  miles  to  travel  before  they 
could  expeft  the  leaft  mouthful  more.     But  their  dread 
of  confequences  was  foon  removed,  by  the  unexpe£ted 
return  of  colonel  Arnold  with  cattle.     The  foldiers  ex- 
ercifed,  the  greateft  fortitude  and  patience  under  the  dif- 
ficulties and  fufFerings  that  occurred ;  .and  when  again 
in  the  midft  of  plenty,  and  an  eafy  fituation,  fopn  loft 
all  painful  remembrance  of  what  had  happened,    and 
gloried  in  having  accompliOied,  by  their  indefatigable 
zeal  and  induftry,  an  undertaking  above  the  common 
race  of  men  in  this  debauched  age.    Let  us  attend  to 
colonel  Enos.     His  return  to  camp  excited  both  afto- 
nilhment  and  indignation.     A  court  martial  was  ordered  Dec. 
to  fit  upon  him ;  when  it  appeared,  that  he  had  but     ** 
three  days  provifion,  and  was  about  one  hundred  miles  _ 
from  the  Englifh  fettlements ;  that  a  council  of  war  was 
called,  which  agreed  upon  the  return  of  the  colonel's 
whole  divifion,  and  that  he  was  for  going  on  without  it, 
but  that  it  was  oppofed.     It  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  court,  that  colonel  Enos  'Was  under  a  neceflity 
of  returning;  and  he  has  been  acquitted  with  Jionor. 
A  number  of  officers  of  the  beft  charadler  are  fully  fa- 
tisfied,  and  perfuaded  that  his  conduft  deferves  applaufe 
rather  than  cenfure.     Had  he  not  returned,  his  whole 
divifion  muft  have  been  ftarved. 

We  muft  now  refume  the  account  of  the  military 
tranfaftions  in  the  .Maflachufetts,  from  the  period  of 
colonjel  Arnold's  leaving  the  camp.-, 
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>57j;  The  Americans,  that  they  might  equal  in  fomc  n^^ 
fore  the  Britifli,  have  bwk  fome  ftoating  batteries  with 
a.  deck,  to  fecure  the  people  on  board  from  fufFering  by 
Hiuflcetry,  General  Wafhington  perceiving  that  the  ex- 
pence  of  fupporting  the  army  will  by  far  exceed  any 
idea  formed  of  it  in  congrefs,  is  alarmed  at  the  appre-* 
Benfion  of  confequences,  and  moft  earneftly  wifhes  for 
fuch  a  termination  of  the  campaign,  as  may  mak^  the 
army  no  longer  neceflary.  The  want  of  powder  has 
fiibfided  in  part.  Salt-petre  is  made  in  every  colony^ 
l^awder-miUs  have  been  ereflred  at  Philadelphia  arid 
New  York.  Not  only  fo,  but  upward  of  a  hundred 
barrels  of  powder  .have  been  taken  out  of  the  maga- 
zine at  Bermuda,  as  fuppofed  by  a  floop  from  Phila(ki-» 
phia,  and  a  fchooner  from  Carolina.  It  was  eafily  ac- 
complilhed,  from  the  magazine's  being  fituated  far  dif- 
tant  from  the  town,  without  any  dwelling  houfe  in  the 
wrinity.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  were  probably  Con- 
?erncd  in  the  tranfaftion.  U  might  be  caDneded  with 
the  addrds  of  the  deputies  from  t^e  difiercnt  pariflies 
of  Bermuda  prefented  to  con^efs  in  July,  and  might 
influence  the  fubfequen^  refolve  of  congrefs  in  Novem- 
ber, ^^  That  the  inhabitants  of  Bermuda  appear  friendly 
to  the  caufe  of  America^,  aitd  aug^t  to  be  fupplied  with 
foch  a  quantity  of  the  pr<>duce  of  thefe  cobnies,  a^ 
i^ay  be  neceflary  for  their  fubfiftence  and  h(xme  con- 
ftimption." 

oa.  The  pefBdy  of  Dir.  Ck^irpb  has  been  at  kngdi  de- 
tcfted  by  the  cKfcovery.  of  a  traiteitMis  corre%(Hx!eoc$ 
Irith  a  Britifli  officer  in  Bofton.  He  hid  intruAed  a 
fetter  ift  cypfcer  with  Mi  fce|Jt  raiftrefe,  to  be  forwarded  i 
which  being  found  11:^0  bet,  fbs  was  takcyo  acid  eanried 

to 


tQ  hea<lqvArters^  Th^  doftoj;  not  l^iog  Cyfpe6ted,  hzd^iy^j^ 
an  opgortupity  of  Ipeating  t^  ber,  ia  that  Ihe  would* 
not  4iiJcQv<r  the  writer,  till  terrified,  ii^tp  it  by  the  fp-v 
vei:eft  threats.  The  general  vitas,  flxocl^ed,  ^t  ^^  difpQt. 
veryj  aod  talked  with  die  doctor  upqn  the  bafen? fe  of 
his  conduijt  The  ^narks  of  gujlg  we^  ^pajcenf.  The 
dpftor;  w^  coQfouiidedj  ai)d  nis\5er  attempted  to  vindi- 
cate, hicnfelf.  He  wa3  imniedi^dy  fccwedv  Since  th^ 
I^t^  h.a$  been  de^yphered^  and  thft  dojfitor  bus,  h?iid  c^.; 
portiipMy  of  recolki^ing  hiinfeJC  bp,  h^  glided  tjjafe 
hi%  iattntioijs  were  not  criming;  odookting  hj$.  plea»  fii 
grq^  j^  piece  of  ftupidity  in  fi>  feniibk  a  man.  is  quite  a. 
prodigy.  But  his  pfea  W4§  yivalidfttedit  tbou^  not  bjf' 
tb«  csHit^nts  of  tji^  lettftfy  y^kh  ferved  eoi^iaJy  to  point 
QU5  the  n^ceflity  of  a  §>e^  accomeiod^iiiQni  yet  by- 
thj^,  njarks  of  guilt  he  difqovered  ia  the  prefence  of  tho 
gencraU  a^d  in  hl&  attempt  to.  conceal  the  w^ter,  m- 
dead  of  declaring  at  once  who  he  was^  what  was  his  do«- 
fign^  and  what  he  h^d  written.  The  dpStor  being  a  ra- 
prefentative  w^aSo^  on  the  ayth  of  Q^fcobec,  cafamincd^  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe.  He  endeavoured  to.  evade  thq 
Ci^Ore  of  the  houfe,  by  j^fiUti^g^  ^j  as  t]^  afiair  would 
Ije  before  another  c^r t  wfe^r?  the  nxattcr  muft  have  a 
&3^1.iffvie,  fhould  tiip  houfc  proceed  to  exp^l  him,,  i^ 
wouV)  hdsVe  a  (mi,9Sk£t  wl^never  a  fiojil  judgment  ws^ 
V)  be  giyen  on  hi&  QOfiduQ?.  He  made  tfa^  njoft-  fdcnaa 
appeal  to  he^v^,  ^t  the  letter  was  wntten  with  the 
defign  of  pro^uppg  ft^Que  important,  iatel^i^nce.  Ho^ 
pbferved;^  that  th^^  w^  not  a  fingle  paragraph  i»  iP, 
^hich  contained  i^)jforai.aftOQ  that  could  huFt  the  Anje^ 
ficajris  ;  and  that  the  exaggeratedacpounts.  of  their  force, 
ftrength  a^  ui;^aimu7,  tended  tadifteanen  the  enemy, 
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1775.  and  keep  them  quiet,  at  a  time  when  the  Americans  - 
were  poorly  able  to  hav^e  withftood  a  vigorous  attack.  • 
It  is  impoffible  to  write  all  he  faid,  but  if  the  force  of 
rhetoric  and  the  powers  of  language ;  if  the  moft  pa- 
thetic arts  of  perfuafion,  enforced  by  all  the  ingenuity, 
fenfe,  and  fpirit  of  the  doftor,  could  have  made  him 
innocent,  he  would  have  appeared  fpotlefs  as  an '  angel 
of  light.     The  houfe  however  expelled  him  as  guilty;  • 
and  congrefs  afterward  refolved,    "  That  he   be  ciofe  - 
confiried  in  Ibme  fecure  jail  in  Connefticut,  without  the 
ufe  of  pen,  ink  and  paper,  and  that  no  perfon  be  allow-* 
ed  to  con verfe  with  him,  except  in  the  prefence  and  hear-i^ 
ing  of  a  magiftrate  or  the  Ihcriff  of  the  county.'* 
:  The  time  for  which  the  continental  foldiers  were  en- 
gaged to  ferve^  was  haftening  to  a  clofe ;  the  evil  of  a 
-VKry  ihort  inliftment  was  felt;  it  was  therefore  unani-- 
oa.  mouOy  agreed  at. a  council  of  war,  that  the  men  to  be 
raifed.for  the  futur,e  army,  fhould  be  engaged  to  the.firft 
of  December  1776,  but  be  difcharged  fooner  if  necef- 
fary.     Hopes  ftiU  remain,  that  an  accommodation  may 
poflibly  take  place.  -      * 

10,  General  Gage  failed  for  Great  Britain,  leaving  feve* 
ral  thouland  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  want  of  bread 
and  every  neceflkry .  of  life.  Before  his  departure,  he 
was  addreffed  by  his  majefty's  mandamus  coundl  5  by 
a  number  of  gentlemen  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
town ;  and  by  fuch  as  were  driven  from  their  habitations 
in  the  jcountry  to  Bofton^  amounting  to  no  more  than 
feventy-fix,  a  fmall  number  confidering  the  extent  and 
populoufnefs  of  the  colony,  and  -  that  many  of  them 
VQvM  not  pafe  for  gentlemen  in  Great  Britain.  The 
COmmai^d  of  the  Britifh  army  devolved  qf  courfe  vpon 
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general  Howe,  who  iflued  one  prochgination,  condemn-  1775* 
ing  to  military  execution  fuch  inhabitants  as  attempt  to 
quit  the  town  without  a  written  licence,  if  detedted  and 
taken ;  if  they  efcape,  they  are  to  be  proceeded  againft 
as  traitors,  and  their  efFedts  are  to  be  forfeited:  and' 
another,  declaring  that  if  fuch  as  are  permitted  to  dc-  - 
part,  attempt  carrying  away  more  than  five  pound  in 
ipecie,  to  which  fum  they  have  been  reftrained  for  fomc 
time  paft,  they  fhall  forfeit  the  whole  fum  cGfcovcred, : 
bcfide  fufFering  fine  and  imprifonmenti 

Corigrefs  having  intimated  to  general  Wafliing^, ' 
that  an  attack  upon  Bofton  was  much  defiredi  a  council 
of  war  was  called,  but  unanimoufly  agreed  tliat  it  was  ^  ig, 
not -expedient,  at  leaft,  for  the  prefent.     On  tlie  feme: 
day  captain  Mowat  deftroyed  139  houfes,  and  278  ftorcs ; 
and  other  buildings,  the  far  greateft-and  bcfft  part  cf' 
the  town  of  Falmouth  in  the  northern  part  of  the  MaC-  r 
fachufetts.     The  inhabitants,  in  compliance  with  a  !»►: 
folvc  of  the  provincial  congrefs  to  prevent  tones  carry- : 
ing  out  their  efiedts,  gave  fome  violent  obftruftion  to : 
the  loading  of  a  maft  ftiip,  which  drew  upon  them  the 
indignation  of  the  admiral.     Captain  Mowat  was  dif- 
patched  inthe  Canceaux  of  fixteen  guns,  with  an  armed 
large  Ihip,  fchooner  and  floop.     After  anchoring  toward 
the  evening  of  the  fevehteenth,  within  guri  fliot,  he  fent 
a  letter  on  fhore,  giving  them  two  hours'  for  the  rerhovieil 
of  their  families,  as  he  had  orders  to  fire  the  town,  they 
having  been  guilty  of  the  moil  unpardonable  rebellion.- 
A  committee  of  three  gentlemen  went  on  board,   to 
learn  the  particular  reafons  for  fuch  orders.     He  an- 
fwered,  that  his  orders  were  to  fet  on  fire  all  the  fea- 
ports  between  Bofton  and  Halifax  5  but  agreed  to  ^are. 
9  the 
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tj-jf^Xh^to^ti  till  nine  o'clock  th«  noct  m«:ning>  would  they 
cpsfent  to  fend  him  off  eight  iaiall  arms ;  which  was 
immediately  done. ;  The  next  morning  the  comniittcje 
applied  afrelh  j  he  concluded  to  fpare  the  town,  tiU  he 
cpuld  hear  from  the  admiral^  in  cafe  they  would  fend 
him  off  four  cairiage  guns,  deliver  up  all  their  armsy 
amnftuiiicion^  &c.  and  four  gentleipen  of  the  town  a^^ 
hoftages.  That  Hot^  being  complied  withj  about  h^ 
jpf&  aioe  he  b^gan  to  fire  from  the  four  armed  v^flfels, 
and  continued  it  till  after  dark.  With  fhelU  aod  caj?« 
cd&%  and  ahoyt  ^ntsy  maiines  \idiom  he  landed^  h^  iet 
thp  tO?«i  oo  firo  io  feyoral  jdaces.  About  a  himd^cdrof 
the,  wcurft  houfes  ?fcsipcd  deftrui3:i€>fl,  but  fijffefed  da-^ 
magc;  The  inl^iitants  got  out  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  their  furmtiare>  and  had  not  a  perfon  kUkd  or 
vtouttded,  though  the  veffels  fiped  into,  the  lo^n  i^pQUt 
thnee  thoufand  fhot>  bciide  bombs  and  carcafes>  G^ 
ncral  liee  reprobates  Aeir  cowardice,  in  ac^ittii^ig  fuph 
a  paltry  party  to  land  with  impunity,  and  fct  ib^k  tvfOjk 
in  flames,  when  they  had  at  leafl:  two  hundred  fif^btifig 
men,,  and  powder  enough  for  a  hdX^i  In  the  private 
letter,  wherein  he  cxpreflcd  thefc  fenrimente,  br  made 
no  mention  of  the  failors  being  repulfied  wiA  the  Wk  of 
a  few  men;  though  this  might  haf^en  in  the  cklfe  of 
the  day,  and  give  occafion  for  its  being  related  bjr^thefii* 
The  burning  of  Faknouth  fpread  ah  alarm  i^pon  the 
fea-coaft,  but  produced  no  difpofition  to  fiibmit  fio  the 
power  and  mercy  of  the  armed  Britifh  agent**  TJbe 
people  in  common  cho&  rather  to  abandon  the  fea^^portt 
that  could  not  be  defended,  than  quit  their  countfy'9 
cauie ;  and  there&re  removed  back>  with  itheir  ^fib^. 
to  a  ia&  diftance« 
r.  ^  ,         Th9 


'  Thfe  Gotigredis,  the  latter  end' of  Segtenxber^  coacludeiixpj^ 
ufon  fending  a  comoitttee  of  tiux9  mcanhera  ta  coafcp 
mth  g^eral  Waflungtoa  aad  the  governor  of  Connecp^ 
ticu^  the  beutenant  governor  of  Rhode  IBan4»  tiie  coun« 
cil  of  NIaflachufetts,  and  the  preEdent  of  the  convention 
of  Nen^  Hanaplhire  and  odiers,,  totiching  die  moft  ef« 
fb&ual  method  of  continuing>  fupporting  and  regulaU 
iBg  a  continental  army.  They  met  and  agreed  on  tho 
fifi^ftfwes  to  be  ^urfued.  Dr.  Franklin  being  one  of 
the  committfee^.  the  Maflachufetts  general  court  ena-* 
bralccd  that  o^)Qrtunity  of  ord^^ring  the  treafurer  to  pay  oa. 
)ym  1S54L  ^erMng^  in  fuU  for  his  late  fervices  as  agec^t,  23. 
6dm  Odiober  31,  1770,  to  March  j,  1775.  You  na^f 
teeeUe&.^diai:  govemcM:  Hutchimfoiv  alway^  refufed  %q^ 
ifig  the  grants  made  him  by  the  houfc  of  ailemblyv  The 
doAor  might  have  liked  fpecie  at  the  time  fuch  grants 
were  madej  better  than  the  prefent  paper  money;  but 
his  forefi^t  i9^  undoubtedly  transforo^  the  latter  into 
ibnie  iblid  fubftance :  he  had  to  pay  lool.  of  it  back 
int»  the  hands  of  a  committee^  appointed  to  wait  upoa 
bim  within  a  day  or  two^  beix^  the  amouxxt  of  a  fum 
fent  by  feveral  perfons  from  England,  for  the  relief  of 
dkole  Americans  who  were  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Lexington^  ar^  of  the  wt4ow^  and  children  of  thole 
who  were  theft  flain* 

The  Qld  fo^th  meeting  hQufe^  a  laige  handiame  brick 
biuldin^  well  fi^ed  up  without  aiid  wii^hk^  wa^  taken 
pafiefOpn  of  $ad  dqftined  for  ^  hQF&  riding  fchodi«  and 
the  iervtce  of  the  Hght  dragoonsu  It  is  faid.  and  be* 
lieiied>  that  an  offer  was  made  of  building  a*  complete 
n^g  fcltf»l  ft>r  \^  money  tkw  k.  wouid  ccft  to  remcrvc 
tivs: pews  aoilbe  'S^  fj^ilmc^  (the.  fr^M  remains  ibc 
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1775.  the  •accommodation  of  tea-company  and  others)  and 
to  make  a  proper  flooring  for  the  horfe.     In  clearing 
^ery  thing  away,  a  beautiftil  carved  pew,  with  filk  fur- 
niture,  formerly  belonging  to  a  deceafed   gentleman 
in  high  eftimation,    was  taken   down  and  carried  to 
Mr.  John  Ambry's  houfe,  by  the  order  of  an  officer, 
who  applied  the  carved  work  to  the  ercfting  of  a  hog- 
fly.     Hiad  the  meeting  houfe  and  its  contents  been 
honored  with  epifcopal  confecration,  thefe  proceedings 
would  be  deemed  by  multitudes  profane  and  facrilegiousj 
But  they,  who  in  the  prefent  day  hold  not  with^e  ho- 
linefs  of  any  buildings,  will  cenfurc  the  infults  oflfered 
profeffbrs  of  whatever  denoniination,  by  nccdlelsly  de- 
molifhing  their  places  of  worfhip,  or  cohfigning  them' 
to  defpicable  and  filthy  ufes.    When  Roman  Virtue  and 
patriotifm  were  at  their  height,  the  Rotnan  ofHcers  would 
not  allow  the  religion  or  teniples  of  the  perfons  with 
whom  they  fought  to  be  infulted  and  profaned.     They 
were  morfe  politic,  than  to  exai^rate  men  into  a  fero- 
cious courage  for  the  defence  of  their  altars.  .  But  too 
many  of  the  preferit  Britilh  officers  aft  as  though  they 
owed  a  fpite  to  all  the  meeting  houfes  of  the  Prdbyte- 
rians,  by  which  conrimon  name  they  ftigmatize  thofe 
who  difleht  from  the  church  of  England,  without  re- 
flefting  that  it  is  no  ftigma  in  Scotland,  but  the  rcvcrfe; 
The  fouthern  colonies,  in  confequencc  of  accounts 
tranfmitted  to  them  from  the  camp,  begin  to  entertain 
prejudices  with  refpeft  to  the  troops  raifed  in  the  Ma£»' 
fachufetts.     They  ought  to.  allow  for  the:  precipitation 
with  which  the  army  was  neceflarily  colledhtd. .  General 
oa.  Thomas  declared,  that  the  regiments  at  Roxbury  were 
'^*    equal,  as  to  the  privates,  to  any  with  whom -he.  %wd 

the 
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the  iaft  war,  and  many  of  them  have  proved  themfelves  177J. 
brave.  The  greateft  part  of  the  officers  are  unexpe- 
rienced, and  in  general  unqualified,  being  ftrangers  to 
fubordination,  which  was  pot  unexpcfted  to  the  general, 
as  they  were  chofen  by  their  privates.  He  complained 
of  many  of  the  fouthem  riflemen,  that  they  often  de^ 
ferted  to  the  enemy,  were  mutinous,  repugnant  to  all 
kind  of  duty,  and  fo  exceedingly  vicious,  that  the  army 
'.would  be  as  well  without  them  5  but  fpake  with  fatif- 
ia6lion  of  their  officers.  It  is  a  mortifying  truth,  that 
ibme  of  the  Maflachufetts  officers  difgrace  the  colony, 
'by  praftifing  the  meaneft  arts  of  peculation.  Every 
:lbbtilty  that  avarice  can  invent  or  rafcality  carry  on,  arc 
ufed  to  cheat  the  public  by  men  who  procured  qommiC- 
.fions,  not  to  fight  for  the  liberty  of  their  country,'  but 
•to  prey  upon  its  diftreffes.:  .The. army  about  tp  be  in- 
lifted  will  undoubtedly  be  better  officered. 
'■  Gendemen,  ladies  and  others,  from  neighbouring  and 
diftant  colonies,  attrafted  by  curiofity^  >  have  vifited  the 
American  troops,  and  animated  them-  by  their  prefence. 
A  number  of  Indian  chiefs  have  alfo  been  down,  that 
they.mightfee  and  judge  for  themfelves,  how  far  the 
reports  propagated  among  them  were  true  or  falfe.  They 
were  treated  at  head  quarters,  and  by  different  officers, 
-with  much  refpeft.  One  evening  they  entertained  the 
generals  and  others  with .  a  war  dance,  if  that  may  be 
called  an  entei^nment,  wherein  the .  motions  and  ac- 
tions of  the  dancers  were  cakulated  to  alarm  and  terrify 
thole  who  were  not  acquainted  with  fuch  fights.  They 
were  pleafant  and  agreeable  company.  Two  of  them  ^^ 
-had  their  fquaws  or  wives  with  them :  who  were  weU 
•  looking  women,  allowing  for  their  very  darkcon^plexioa: 

one 
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}i7S*OBti&f  them  was  much -dejected,  hw^ii^  .lately  hSt  hfif 
papoos  ar. -chihi.  When  the  Indiiuis  danced  in /comr 
j)ai>y  with  the  Anierican  gentlemen  and  kdies,  bolh 
men  and  ^vomen  kept  time  with  far  greater  ^exf^St^iei^ 
than  the  others- «  They  went  off  ^pwtheir  return,  &% 
Jetisfied  with  the  treatment  they  had  received  j  and  at  i$ 
feoped  will  carry  back  liiafe  accounts  which  will  kfi«p 
dieir  tribes  peaceable^ 

Many  of  the  Americans  have  fick^ned  and  cticd  of 
die  d)rfen«ery,  brought  upon  thcttb  lin  a  grcrtuwrfuwt 
through  an  inattention  m  cleantine^  Wheo  at  hoim^ 
"^ir  feniale  relations  pucthem  upon  w»ftiii^  their  hands 
and  faces,  and  iceqptng  themielves  neat  and  clean :  hvt 
hcittg  abfent  :from  iuch  monitors,  through  jan  tndcdent 
iieedlefe  tumtif  tnmd,  -diey  havsc  h^lefited-the  merits  cif 
iiealth,  liave  grown  rfilthy,  and poifbned  thdbrctinflitti^ 
tions  by  naftinefs. 

Nor.  xhe  in^dter  fet  in  very  troW,  and  the  foldiera  ,^ere 
-diftreffed  fer  w:ant  of  wood.  The  building  -oi.husmi^ 
had  been  delayed  too  long ;  twd  they  were  iiot  in  .fuffigi- . 
«nt  forwardnefs  to  admit  and  acconmxQdate  alltthe  troopi. 
Several  regiments  were  obliged  to  keep  iiie  iield;  wA 
iome  in  a  bleak-pofition  upon  the  brow  of  htUs,  wlicne 
it  was  difiicult  to  drag  up  the  wood  with  which  irfiey 
XGuW  ije  fuppiied.  It  is  mortifying  to  r^fkOt  how  jiide 
afupj^es  have  been  reduced  by  (hort  nocafxire.  *fiut  ffiany 
po-fim^  think  it  mo  harm  :in  diis  way.to  cfaesd:  the  Unhead 
Cobnies,  and  to  deliver  a  lefs  quantity  than  diey  air 
paid  for, 

^  fievterad  compaiiies  of  the  Britifti  regulars  paffed  tww 
ffiwrvGhadeitewn  to  Ehipps's  fami,  and  kept  .pofiefiioii 
of  tise grwnd  far  near  :an  hour  befb(«i  .dus^  cotddbe 

obftrufted^ 
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iJbftru6ltfed,  bwing  to  it  high  -tide,  ^hdt  premcntcd  diCrTTj, 
Am^icans  cmifllftg  thie  cattfeway,  i^ich  was  overflow- 
€fS,  iDuFiftg  this  periodthey  were  employed  iii  fhor^ing 
tsattle^idi  die  dcfign  <if  carrymg  diem  off.  At  kngth 
A%aft3fliiE>n  df  rlflctwen,  under  colonel  Thomfori,  took  • 
tothewa^dr,  when  up  to  their  middles,  and  a  qiiarmr 
of  atti&t  acrdfej  JH:  their  approach  the  Britilh  haftened 
to  their  boats.  The  Charleftown  forts,  one  in  Boftoo 
and  a -frigate,  luspt  up  a  warm  fire  i^n  the  Americans 
the  Whole  tiifM,  ^kiSed  them  one  man  and  wounded 
three.  Vht  Brttifli  :im(t  provided  for  the  fccut ity  of 
Ctha^Aftewn,  %'the 'erefkion  of«dbt«gcitadisl  on  Bum- 
feer's-Wfll,  with  tonvtnient  borradcs  fol-  die  garrifom 
SiicTi  was^the  diftrds  of  uhc  iilhafcitaiits  in  Bofton,  that  i6. 
'fences,  ts^es,  hotifes,^c.  were^aken  down  and  carried 
^iff  for  ^fuel :  b^,  <m«ttcrn  «id  polk,  were  i  s.  ij-ct 
fteriing  perlb.  ^e^fe^halfeg«i«da4i piece,  andifowlsiftve 
IhMngs.  At^die^fcattfdl  koifan  :haif  a  guinea  was  given 
^  a  dozen  of  cetnmon  ieggs. 

General  *Walhirig«>n,  defirbus of  improving  the  troops, 
to  the  utmoft,  ©re  the  iirmy  was  weakened  by  the  rc*- 
iiim  of  the  Conn^£Kcut  ones  to  ^ir  own  colony,  re- 
folvedupon  fccuring^Gcfbble,  orMfller's-hiil,  about  half 
«' mile  in  a  direct  fine  from  the  enemy^s  woirks  on  Bun-^- 
kerVhiU,  and  at  a  ISoc  diftdrtce  from  the  fhipping  at 
Weft 'Bofton.  About  ick^o  ftven  <bToke  ground  on  the  zu 
liiil,  Without  having  a  fingle  cannon  fired  at  them.  They 
^ent  on  intrenching  <  and  planting  feveral  9,  18,.  and  24 
pounders,  till  they  made  themfelves  fecure.  Gene/ial 
Howe- does  not  ip^ar  fo  fond  of  cannonading  as  was 
general  Gage.  To  feflen  the  demand  for  vproyifion,  he  a4« 
wdesed  *ft^tpafllp«rt*fliip  to  carry  about  40a  ^f  the  inh«-. 

bitants 
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J775:.  bitants  out  of  the  town  to  Point  Shirley,  to  be  taken 
eare  of  by  the  country.  Ten  days  after  he  fent  out  300 
more.  The  perfons  thus  fent  out  were  not  thought 
to  be  wholly  free  from  the  fmall-pox ;  and  it  was  fuf- 
pefted  thatv  there  might  be  a  defign  of  fpreadmg  that 
diforder  among  the  American  troops,  which  induced 
the  Maflachufetts  aflembly  to  refolve  upon  meafiires  for 
preventing  fuch  an  event. 

The  Maflachufetts  iaflembly  refolved,   Oftober  the 
ninth,  to  fit  out  armed  veflcls  j  which  proving  a  fuffi- 
cient  encouragement  for  individuals  to  apply  themfclvcs 
to  that  bufinels,  and  fome  being  in  proper  forwardnefs, 
an  aft  was  pafled  in  November  for  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprifal,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  courts  of 
admiralty.     The  declared  intentibn  of  the  aft  was  for 
tht  defence  of  the  American  coaft,  and  the  condemna- 
tion of  thofe  veflels  only  which  ftiould  be  proved  to  he 
the  property  W,  or  in  any  wife  employed,  by  the  enemies 
of  the  united  American  colonies,  or  for  fupplying  faid 
enemies.     The  Lee  privateer,  captain  Manly,  belong- 
ing to  Marblehead,  was  foon  at  fea,  and  took  the  brig 
Nov.  Nancy,  an  ordnance  (hip  from  Woolwich,  containing 
*^'     befide  a  large  brafs  mortar  upon  a  new  conflxudtion,  fe- 
veral  pieces  of  fine  brafs  cannon,  a  large  quantity  of 
fmall  arms  and  ammunition,  with  all  maimer  of  tools, 
utenfils  and  machines,  neceflary  for  camps  and  artillery, 
in  the  greatcft  abundance.     General  Waftiington,   but 
thirteen  days  before  wrote,  ^'  I  am  in  very  great  want 
of  powder,  lead,  mortars,  indeed-  of  moft  forts  of  mi- 
litary ftores."     Had  congrefsfent  an  order  for  artides 
•moft  wanted,  they  could  not  have  made  a  more  iadf- 
faftory  invoice.    The  mortar  is  now  at  Cambridge,  in 

the 
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the  park  of  artillery;  is  named  Ihe  Congrejs^  and  is  i^-ji^ 
much  admired  for  its  fize  by  every  fpedator^^  whether 
acquainted  or  not  with  the  ufes  for  which  it, is  deligned* 
About  two  months  before  this  capture^  a  fhip  from  Brif-;. 
tol  with  flour  for  Bofton,  having  parted  with  her  con- 
voy, was  decoyed  into  Portfmoijth  in  New  Hampfhire^ 
and  fecured  for  the  benefit  of  the  Americansi 

Three  Ihips  from  London^  Glafgow  and  Liverpool,  itec* 
with  various  ftores  for  the  army,  and  a  brig  from  An-^    ** 
tigua  with  rum3  were  taken  in  the  bay  by  captain  Manly^ 
by  whale  boats,  &c.     A  number  of  men  in  whale  boats 
can  overpower  unarmed  veflels^  and  carry  them  off  into 
fecure  harbours.      Thefe  and  the  privateers  captured 
fcveral  more  ftore  fliips  before  five  days  were  ended. 
Among  the  privateers  were  fome  continental  ones,  fo^ 
general  Waftiington  fitted  out  a  few  armed  vefTels,  whick 
has  met  with  the  approbation  of  congrefs.     Thefe  re- 
peated, and  confiderable  captures  have  ihcreafed  the  dif^ 
trels  of  the  troops  and  people  in  Bofton,  and  furnifhed 
the  continental  army  with  many  valuable,  articles.     But 
|:hough  the  fuccefs  of*  the  Americans  upon  the  watery 
element  has  been  matter  of  joy  and  triumph,  their  af- 
fairs upon  land  do  not  anfwer  the  wifhes  of  the  genuine 
patriots.    .On  the  firft  of  the  month  tKe  jnliftment^  of 
the  Connefticut  troops  expired.     Th6y  wfere  urged  ^to 
tarry  longer  by  different  perlbns,  wKo  harangued  thenri 
upon  the  occafion.     A  few  hundreds  were  prevailed 
upon  to.  continue ;    but  the  main  body  marched  off^ 
leaving  the  army  in  too  weak  a  condition.     It  is  true, 
they  had  fuffered  greatly  through  the  intenfenefs  of  the 
cold,  and  the  want  of  fuel,  with  which  they  ought  'to 
have  been  more  faithfully  and  punftually  iupplied.    The 
Maffachufetts    and  New    Hampfhire    men   complete* 

Vol.  IL  L  their. 
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1,775. their  term,  the  firft  of  January;  and  the  inliftmeht  oT 
the  new  army  goes  on  very  heavily.  There  is  a  general 
reluftancc  among  the  foldiers  to  inlifting  afrefh.  The 
Maflachufetts  people  Iho'w  as  much  backwardnefe  as  the 
others.  In  fliort,  they  exped  to  be  hired,  and  that  at 
a  very  high  price,  to  defend  their  own  liberties  s  and 
choofe  to  be  flaves  unlefs  they  can  be  bribed  to  be  free- 
men, ^lid  facit  lihrtasy  cum  Jola  pcunia  regnat  ? 
How  mud  it  alHift  general  Walhington  to  obferve  in  the 
prelent  crifis>  fo  little  of  that  patriotic  Ipirit,  which  he  was 
taught  to  believe  was  the  charafteriftic  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  people  'y  and  on  which  he  relied  greatly  for  lupport. 
While  burdened  with  an  apprehenfion  that  he  mfght 
poflibly  be  deferted,  he  could  recolledt  the  feverity  of 
the  feafbn,  and  the  diftrefles  of  his  fellow  creatures  at 
a  diftance,  and  wrote  to  the  gentleman  with  whom  he 
had  intrufted  the  management  of  his  concerns  at  Mount 
Vernon,  "  Let  the  hofpitality  of  the  hbufe*  be  kept  up 
with  re{pe(3:  to  the  poor^  Let  no  one  go  hungry  away. 
If  any  of  this  Kind  of  peopte  fhould  be  in  want  of  corn, 
fiipply  their  neceflGtics,  provided  it  docs  not  encourage 
them  in  idlenefs.  X  have  no  objedtron  to  your  giving 
my  money  in  charity,  when  you  think  it  wrH  be  well 
beftbwed*  I  mean,  it  is  my  dcfire  that  it  fhould  be 
done.  You  are.  to  confider,  that  neither  myfelf  or  wife 
arc  now  in  the  way  to  do  thefe  good  offices.** 
Dec.  About -2000  militia  arrived  in  camp,  and  3000  more 
''•  were  expedled  every  hour,  making  in  the  whole,,  the 
number  required  by  the  general  to  fupply  the  deficiency 
of  the  continental  regiments.  The  American  army  being 
by  this  mean  fufficiently  ftrengtheiied,  carried  dieir  ap^' 
proaches  to  withjin  half  a  mile  of  Boftbn^  ahd  broke 
ground  at  Lechmerc's  poinr,  which  brou^t  on  a  catt- 
I  iibiiade 
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nonade  from  the  batteries  of  Charleftown  and  Barton's  1775. 
point,  that  continued  for  four  days,  without  obliging 
them  to  defift.     Their  labor  was  hard,  owing  to  diQ 
pound's  being  fo  frozen ';  but  .they  perfevered  till  they 
had  perfefted  their  defign. 

Some  perfons  have  been  fo  curious  as  to  note  the,  25* 
number  of  men  killed  by  the  firings  of  the  tntmj  oa 
the  Cambridge  fide  of  the  American  lines,  and  on  the 
Roxburyi  as  alfo  the  number  and  nature  of  their  firings. 
The  account  ftands  thus.—"  From  the  burning  of 
Charleftown  down  to  this  day,  the  enemy  have  fired  up- 
ward of  2000  (hot  and  fhells,  an  equal  number  of  24^ 
pounders  with  any  other  fort.  They  threw  licxOTe  thaa 
300  bombs  at  Plowcd-hiU,  and  100  at  Lechmer^'s  poii& 
By  the  whole  firing  on  Cambridge  fide,  they  killed  Qnjy; 
fevcn,  and  on  Roxbury  fide  five,  juft  a  dpzen." 

Let  me  now  give  you  the  following  anecdote.  De^.^ 
con  Whitcomb  of  Lancafter,  (who  was  a  member  (^ 
the  Maflachufetts  affembly  till  the  prefent  conteft,  h^di 
ferved  in  form.er  wars,  and  been  in  difiirent  cngagc- 
ncicnts)  has  ferved  as  a  colonel  in  the  American  army  ^ 
but  on  account  of  his  age  was  left  out  upon  the  late 
new  regulation.  His  men  highly  refented  it,  and  dc* 
clared  they  would  not  inlift.  ag^in, .  after  their  time  was 
out.  The  colonel  told  them,  he  did  not  doubt  there 
were  fufficient  reafons  for  the  regulation,  and  he  was  fa- 
tisfied  with  it ;  he  then  blamed  them  for  their  conduft, 
and  faid  he  would  inlift  as  a  private.  A  colonel  Brewer 
heard  of  it,  and  offered  to  refign  in  favor  of  colonel 
>Whitcomb.  The  whole  coming  to  general  Wafhiog- 
ton's  ears,  he  has  allowed  of  colonel  Brewer's  refigna- 
tion  in  colonel  Whitcomb's  favor,  appointed  the  iforr 
mer  barrack-mafter,  till  he  can  further  promote  him, 

L  2  and 
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'77f*  and  acquainted  the  army  with  the  whole  affair  in  gene- 
ral orders.  This  terminates  the  narrative  of  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  tranfaftions  within  the  Maflachufetts ; 
little  remains  to  be  mentioned  of  the  civil.     The  great 

061.   call  there  was  for  falt-petre,  put  the  houfe  of  affembly 

^'*  upon  refolving,  to  pay  a  bounty  of  three  fhillings  fter- 
ling  in  paper  currency'  per  lb.  for  all  that  fhall  be  ma- 
nufaftured  before  the  firft  of  next  June,  befide  two  fhil- 
lings and  three-pence  per  lb.  purchafe  money.  The  af- 
fembly was  far  from  giving  fatisfaftion  to  gener^  Lee, 

Nov.  who  about  the  middle  of  November,  pronounced  them 
benumbed  in  a  fixed  ftate  of  torpitude,  widiout  the 
fymptoms  of  animation,  unlefs  an  apprehenfion  of  ren- 
dering themfelves  unpopular  among  their  particular  con- 
ftituents,  by  any  aft  of  vigor  for  the  public  fervicei 
deferved  the  name  of  animation.  He  charged  them 
wi A -inconfiftent  and  timid  conduft,  and  afcribed  it  to 
their-  torpor,  narrow  politics,  or  call  it  what  you  will, 
that  -the  army  had  been  reduced  to  very  great  dHbrcfs. 
There  was  however,  about  the  beginning  of  December, 
,an  aft  paffed  for  emitting  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  50,0001.  fterling,  with  a  pretty  device  on 
the  back,  viz.  an  American  with  a  fword  in  his  right 
hand,  with  the  following  infcription  fufpended  there- 
from, "  Enfe  petit  flacidam  Juh  libertate  quietem  j'*  and 
from  his  left  hand  "  Magna  Cbarta  j"  and  round  the 
figure  thefe  words,  "  IJJued  in  defence  of  American  liberty.^* 

I^c.  The  affembly  alfo  gave  orders  relating  to  wood,  that  io 
the  great  diftrefs  of  the  army  on  that  head  might  be 
removed. 

New  Hampfhire  colony  has  prefented  us  with  a  'no-^^ 
velty,  which  the  politicians  will  apply  to  the  purpofe  of 
promoting  independency.    By  fome  dexterouj,  or  ra- 
ther 
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ther  finifter  management,  inftrudlions  were  delivered  .to  '77Ji 
the  New  Hampfliire  delegates  at  the  continen^l  cor-    .   . 
grefe  containing  thefe  expreffions, . "  We  would  have 
you  immediately  ufe  your  utmoft  endea.vours  to  obtain 
the  advice  and  direction  of  the  congrefs,  with  reipe^     * 
to  a  method  for  our  adminiftering  juftice,  and  regukt*- 
ingour  civil  police.    We  prefs  you  hot  to  delay  thi3 
matter,  as. its  being  done  fpeedily  will  probiably  prcr 
vent  the   greateft  confufion  among  us,"     They  were 
laid  before  congrefs  Oftober  the  eighteenth,  and  proved 
a  jfine  opening  for  thofe  individual  delegates,  who  were 
looking  forward  to  a  feparation  from  Great  Britain,  to 
introduce  an  entering  wedge  wherewith  to.  divide  die 
empire.    Even  thefe  very  inftruftions  might  be  defigtv- 
cdly  obtained  by  confidential  letters  written  to  trufty  de- 
puties in  the  New  Hanripfhire  convention,   by  certain 
delegates  in  the  general  congreis..    The  firft  ftep  to  be 
taken  by  fuch  was,  to  procure,  in  fome  one  colony,  the 
cftabliftiment  of  a  new  form  of  government,  in  which 
the  people  at  large  Ihould  have  a  leading  influence,  that 
fo  their  attachments  and  efforts  might  be  fecpred  in 
fupport  of  the  fame.     The  inhabitants  of  adjoining  co- 
lonies would  foon  be  eager  to  enjoy  the  like  power  and 
importance,  which  would  pave  the  way  for  their  infift- 
.  ing  alfo  upon  a  change.     Thefe  changes  being  once 
effedted,  the  pities  will  then  have  gone  too  far  to  re- 
treat, and  muft  feek  their  fecurity  in  independence.  The 
fcheme  met  with  oppofition,  and  the  New  Hampfhire 
delegates  ufed  unwearied  importunity,  both  within  doors 
and  without,  before  they  obtained  the  recommendation 
they  were  after,     At  length  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  taken  into  confideration,   and  it  was  refolved 

L  3  .  by 
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1J75.  by  cfcngrefs,  '^That  it  be  recommended  to  the  provin- 
*]®^*  cial  convention  of  New  Hampfhire,  to  call  a  full  and 
fiee  rcprefcatation  of  the  people,  and  that  the  faid  re- 
^prefentatives,  if  they  think  it  neceffary,  eftablifh  fuch 
i  form  of  government,  as  in  their  judgment  will  befl: 
product  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  moll  efFeftu- 
ilfyfecure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  province,  during 
lihe  continuance  of  the  preftftt  difpute  between  Great 
Britain  and  the   colonies."      The  vote  was  far  from 
bfeing  unanimous ;  and,  in  order  to  make  it  pafs,  was 
igualified  with  a  feefhipg  <^efire  of  an  Accommodation 
With  Britain,  aod  of  a  reftoration  by  diat  mean  to  the 
old  form  of  gcivernment.     The  provincial  convention^ 
•%ithout  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  recommendation, 
3q[)|)0inted  a  committee  to"  report  a  mode  of  reprefcnta-  . 
.t4#    ti'pn;  which  being  laid  before  tliem,  they  agreed  tha; 
precepts  be  fent  tp  ele<a:  perfons  to  reprefent  the  towns 
Zee.  in  congrefs,  fo  meet  at  Exeter  on  the  twenty-Aft 
of  December,  and  to  be  empowered  to  profecutc  filch 
meafures  as  they  may  deem  neceffary  for  the  public  good, 
during  the  term  of  ope  year,  ujilefs  they  fee  fip  to  dif-r 
folve  themfelyes  fqoner.     And  in  cafe  there  fhopid  be 
a  recommendation  from  the  continental  congrefe  for 
this  colony  to  aflume  a  government,  in  a  way  that  m\\ 
require  ahoyfe  of  reprefentatjves,  that  the  fai^  congr^^s 
of  this  colony  be  empowered  to  refolve  themfelves  int^Q 
fuch  ahoufe  as  may  be  recommended,  and  remain  fuch 
for  the  aforefaid  term  of  one  year."     The  provincial 
congrcls  met  agreeable  to  the  precepts,  and  aftef  a  while 
voted,  ^*  That  congrefs  will  at  any  time  take  tip  'cml 
iovtrtiment,  to  continue  during  the  prefent  conteil  wifli 
Great  Britain  s  and  refolve  therpfclvcs  into  ahotrfb^of 
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seprefentatives^  and  theh  chpde  a  couneil  t;o  CKxpn&ue  '72$* 
9ne  year  from  the  twenty-firft  ofDeccmber/' 

The  continental  coagrefs' having  diipatched  die  New 
Hampihire  cafe,  immediately  todc  into  con&kracion  d|e 
ftate  of  Sou^h  Caroiifia^  and  appointed. a  commitceciip 
confider  a  number  of  papers  relative  thereto,  and  to  ro* 
port  what  in  their  opinion  was  neceflary  to  be  doae^ 
What  this  opinion  would  be  was  eafily  forcfeen  frcrfc 
MeiflTrs,. Chafe  and  Samuel  Adams  being  of  the  cono^ 
mittee.     The  report  was  brought  in  the  next  day,  and  jjon 
it  was  refolved,  "  That  for  the  defence  of  South  Caro<-    4* 
Una,  there  be  kept  up  in  that  colony,  at  the  conUnent4 
expence,  three  battalions  of  foot  -.—That  if  the  conven- 
tipn,  or  council  of  fafety  fhall  think  it  expedient,  for  the 
fecurity  of  that  colony,  to  feize  or  deftrpy  any  {hip  or 
veflel  of  war,  this  congrefs  will  approve  of  fiich  pK^ 
ceeding: — That  Charidbown  ought  to  be  dtif^nded 
againft  any  attempts  to  take  pofiefTion  thei%t>f  by  die 
enemies  of  America ;  and  that  the  convention  or  coun- 
cil of  fafety  ought  to  proceed  imnoediately  to  ereft  fudi 
fortifications  and  batteries,  as  will  bcft  conduce  po  its 
fecurity  :-«-That  if  the  convention  of  SouthC^olina  fba]) 
find  it  neceffary  to  cftablifli  a  form  of  government  in 
that  colony,  it  be  rccotnmended  to  that  convention  t» 
call  a  full  and  free  reprefcntation  of  the  people,  &c.  &c»** 
as  to  the  convention  of  New  Hampfhire. 

The  meafures  purlucd  by  tord  Dunmore  naturally  led 
congrefeto  refolve,  '^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lo, 
to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  eolony  of  Vtrpnia^  to 
confider  what  provifions  may  be  neceflary  for  its  de- 
fence, and  to  report  the  iame/'  Mn  Samuel  Adain^j 
yra$  of  the  ^umb^r^    New  informat^  being  receive4 

L  4  before 
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^775-  before  they  reported,  when  they  did  it,  it  was  in  fudh  a 
Dec.  way  that  congrefs  refolved   *'  That  three   companiea 
^'      of  the  Pennfylvania  battalion  imniediately  march  into 
Northannpton  k:ounty  in  Virginia,  for  the  proteftion  of 
the  aflbciation  -.T—That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inha- 
bitants to  refift  to  the  utmoft  the  arbitrary  government 
intended  to  be  eftablilhed  therein.'^     They  then  faid, 
^^  Whereas  lord  Dunmore  by  his  proclamation,  has  de- 
clared his  intention  to  execute  martial  law,  thereby  tear- 
ing up  the  foundations  of  civil  authority  and  govern- 
:     ment  within  the  colony;    refolved,   therefore,   that  if 
the  convention  of  Virginia,  &c.  8^c."  as,  to  the  con- 
ventions of  NewHampfhire  and -South  Carolina. 

A  growing  change  in  the  fentiment^  of  congrefs  would 
of  courfe  follow,  upon  the  difpatches  received  the  day 
before  the  committee  on  the  fta.te  of  Virginia  was  ap- 
pointed. Their  agents  informed  them,  that  the  Ame- 
rican minifter  told  them,  fome  days  after  the  delivery 
of  the  petition  by  the  late  governor  Penn,  No  anfwer^ 
will l?e given  to  it-,  and  that  no  one  perfon  in  authority, 
had,  fince  the  arrival  of  that  gentleman,  deigned  to  pro^^ 
pofe  a  fingle  queftion  to  him,  or  to  defire  the  fmalleft 
information  from  him.  This  cavalier  treatment,  of  a 
petition  containing  profeffions  of  the  greateft  loyalty  ta 
the  king  and  attachment  to  the  mother  country,  and 
couched  in  terms  the  mofl  moderate  and  humble ;  an^. 
of  the  perfon  who  was  intruded  with  it ;  left  rjo  reafon- 
able  grou^ad  fpr  hoping  that  the  prefent  difpute  coukl  be 
amicably  adjufted. 

Haying  been  led,  by  'the  New-Hampfhire  inftruo- 
tions,  to  mention  fome  of  the  doings  of  congrefs,  let  nw 
proceed  ^q  relate  fome  pthers  y^hioh  have  been  umiofticcd* 

Congrefj 
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Congrefs  refolvcd  that  the  new  army  intended  to  lie  »J7S* 
iaefore  Bofton,  confift  of  20,372  men,  officers  included,    4,* 
Befide,  it  has  been  recommended  to  particular  colonies 
to  raife  battalions  at  the  expence  of  the  continent.     Or- 
ders have  alfo  been  given  for  fitting  out  four  armed  . 
veffels,  for  the  mtcrcepting  of  fuch  tranfports  as  niay-bc  ' 
laden  with  warlike  ftores  and  other  fupplies  for   the 
enemy  i  and  for  the  proteftion  and  defence  of  the  United 
Colonies.     It  was  agreed,  "  That  every  member  con-      9^ 
fider  himfelf  under  the  ties  .of  virtue^  honor  and  love  ^ 
of  his  country,   not  to  divulge,  direftly  or  indireftly, 
any  matter  or  thing  agitated  or  debated  in  congrefs  be^ 
fore  the  fame  fhall  have  been  determined,  without  the 
leave  of  congrefs  5  or  any  matter  or  thing  determined 
in  congrefs,  which  the  majority  of  congrefs  Ihall  order 
to  be  kept  fecret  5  and  that,  if  any  member  Ihall  violate 
this  agreement,  he  Ihall  be  expelled'  this  congrefs^  and 
be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America,  anci 
liable  to  be  treated  as  fUch;  and  that  every  member 
fignify  his   confent  to  this  agreement  by  figning  the 
fame."     They  refolved  upon  raifing  two  battalions  of    *^ 
marines,   to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  number  of 
which  the  continental  army  before  Bofton  is  to  confift. 

A  committee  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  **y 
ftate  of  Nor4h'Caralinay^  made  their  report,  whereupon 
it  was  r^efolvfid,  among  other  matters,  that  two  miniftew 
of  the  gofpel  be  applied  to,  to  go  immediately  among 
the  regulators  and  highlanders  of  that  colony,  for  the 
purpofe  of  informing  them  of  the  nature  of  the  prefent 
dilpute  between  Gteat  Britain  and  the  colonies.  Inftead 
of  a  fimilar  recommendation  to  what  was  given  to  Soudx 
P^olina  about  cftablifliing  aform  of  goverpmcot,  it  was 

only 
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1775'  only  recommended  to  the  convention  6r  comnlittee  of 
fafety,  in  cafe  the  method  of  defending  the  colony  by 
minutemcn  be  inadequate  to  tht  purpofe,  to  fubftitutc 
&ch  other  mode  as  to  them  Ihbuld  appear  moft  likely 
to  effedl  the  fecurity  of  the  colony. 

Nov.      Congrefs  refolved,  that  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 

^^'  pointed  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  correfpondii>g  ^vith  their 
friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  other  parts  of  the 

^  ^  world.  Information  being  ^given,  that  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  powder  in  the  ifland  of  Providence,  the  fe- 
cret  committee  were  ordered  to  take  meafurcs  for  fe- 
curing  and  bringing  away  the  faid  powder.  To  prevent 
any  petition  to  the  king  from  a  particular  colony,  Aey 

Dec.  declared,^  that  in  the  prefent  fituaticwi  of  affairs,  it  would 

^  be  very  dangerous  to  the  liberties  and  welfare  of  America, 
if  any  colony  (hould  feparately  petition  the  king,  or 
cither  houfe  of  parliament.  This  declaration  is  thouglit 
to  be  owing  to  an  apprehenfion,  that  the  New  Jerfef 
ftflfembly  would  be  drawn  in,  by  the  art  and  perliwJiori 
of  governor  Franklin  and  his  adlienertts,  to  adopt  foch  ft 
meafure.  Congrefe  were  certainly  alarmed  at  fomc  difc 
agreeable  ^ppearjinces,  fot  they  appointed  a  committeo 
to  confer  with  that  affcmbly,  iitimediately  after  the  d^ 

§•  daration.  They  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
0n  proclamations.  It  contained  many  fevcre  remarks 
upon  the  royal  proclamatiM  of  Auguft,  for  fuj^rdfing 
rebellion  and  fcditionj  togethtt-  with  many  pointed 
qiieftions  defigned  to  fink  it  into  equal  contempt  widi 
what  it  experienced  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  where  if« 
have  iieard  it  wias  read  by  one  of  the  lord  iwayw^s  ^qXh 
cers,  acecMftipanied  only  by  die  coftwn^n  crier,  nitbott 
liorfe  QT  tnace  to  grace  liie  <%remotiy>  a^d  w)iM  A«ihed| 

^V«4 
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faluted  with  a  gcni^  hifs.  Toward  the  clofe,  the  re- '7y5f 
port  holds  forth  the  following  threat;  ^'  We,  in  die 
name^of  the  pedple  of  t;h^  •  United  Colonies,  and  by 
authority,  according  to  the  pureft  maxims  of  rep^fen- 
tation,  derived  from  them, .  declare,  that  whatever  pu* 
ciflioient  Ihall  be  inflidted  upon  any  per&ns  in  the  power 
of  oqr  enemies  for  favoring,  aiding,  w  abetting  the 
caufe  of  American  liberty,  fhall  be  retaliated  in  the  famift 
Itind  and  the  fame  degree  upon  thofe  in  our  power>  who 
hivjp  favoured,  aided,  or  abetted,  «r  flball  favor,  aid,  or 
-abet  the  fyftem  of  mm^erial  oppreffion." 

Cong-cfs  determined  upon  building  five  ihxps  of  32  jj^^" 
l^ns,  five  of  a8,  and  three  of  .241  m  all  thirteen ;  one  ij* 
in  New-Hampftrire,  two  in  Maflkchufctts,  one  in  Con^ 
pe£ticiit,  two  in  Rhode  Ifland,  twb  in  New-Yoric,  four 
|n  Pennfylvania,  ^d  one  in  Maryland.  They,  having 
taken  into  confideration  the  diipute  bc^i^een  the  peqple 
qf  Pennfylvani^  and  ^onnefUcut  on  the  lands  near 
Wyoming,  on  the  Sufquehanna  river,  recommended 
that  "  the  contending  parties  immediately  ceafe  all  hofli* 
lities ;  that  aH  perfons  feized  and  detained  on  account  of 
faid  diipute,  on  either  fide,  be  difmifled  and  permitted 
to  go.  to  their  refpeftive  homes  j  and  that,  things  being 
put  in  the  fame  fituarion  they  were  befwe  the  late  rnir 
happy  conteft,  they  continue  to  behave  themfdvespeace*" 
ably,  until  a  legal  decifion  can  be  had  oh  faid  di%?uiii 
pr  congrefs  fhall  takefurther  order  diereon."  The.coni^  . 
mittee  appointed  to  fit  out .  armed  veffels,  having  pro* 
4cured  a  few,  laid  before  congrefs  a*  lift  of  the  officers  by  aa, 
chem  appointed ;  and  were. directed  to  give  fuch  inftruc* 
trons  to  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  Ezekiel  Hopkins 
ffqj  touching  the  operations  of  |hc  fltips  under  his  conu 
.    '  '  mand. 
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J77J»  mand,  as  Ihould  appear  to  them  moft  conducive  to  the 
defence  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  the  diftrefs  of  die 
enemy's  naval  forces  and  veflels. 
.  In  Canada,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  no  fooner  acquainted 
with  the  Americails  having  furprifed  Tyconderoga  and 
Crown-point,  and  obtained  the  command  of  Lake 
Champlain,  than  he  planned  a  fcheme  for  their  recovery. 
The  Britifh  troops  he  had  with  him  were  too  few  to  admit 
of  their  being  drawn  out  of  garrifon.  He  expefled  a 
fupply  of  Canadians  fufficient  for  his  purpofe ;  and  to 
have  the  affiftance  of  the  Indians  in  his  intended  opera- 
tions :  but  both  failed  him.  He  eftablifhed  martial  law 
in  the  province,*  that  he  might  be  able  in  that  way 
authoritatively  to  force  the  people  to  take  arms  3  but 
they  refufed.  They  had  tafted  the  fweets  of  the  Englifli 
mode  of  government,  fince  the  conqueft  of  the  country  5 
and  were  difgu(|;ed  (the  noblefle  excepted)  at  the  re- 
cftablilhment  of  the  French.  The  Quebec  aft  was  of 
'  no  ufe  in  exciting  them  againft  the  colonifts  5  on  the  con- 
trary they  talked  much  of  liberty  *.  They  declared 
themfelves  ready  to  defend  the  province ;  but  abfolutely 
refufed  to  march  out  of  it,  and  commence  hoftilities 
upon  their  neighbours.  The  governor  applied  to  the 
bilhop  of  Quebec,  to  ufe  his  fpiritual  influence,  and  par-p 
ticularly  to  ifliie  an  epifcopal  mandate  to  b|e  read  by  the 
parifli  priefl:s  in  the  time  of  divine  fervice,  but  the  bifhop 
excufed  himfelf.  The  ecclefiaftics,  in  the  place  of  this, 
iflued  their  letters,  which  were  however,  greatly  difr^ 
garded.  The  noblelTe  alone,  who  were  chiefly  confidered 
in  the  Quebec-aft,  (howed  a  zeal  againft .  the  EnglilU 
colonifts. 

•  Mr.  Thomas  Gamble's  letter  to  general  Qage^ 

Colonel 


AMERICAN     REVOLUTION.  ^p 

Colonel  Johnfon,  a  fon  of  the  kte  Sir  William  John-  '775^ 
ion,  had  repeated  conferences  with  the  Indi^hs  -,  at  the 
one  in  Montreal,  he  delivered  to  each  of  the  Canadian 
tribes  a  war  belt  and  the  hatchet  j  after  which  he  invited 
them  to  feail  on  a  Boilonian  and  to  drink  his  blood, 
figuratively,  an  ox  being  roafted  for  the  purpofe,  and  a, 
pipe  of  wine  given :  but  the  entertainment  could  not 
prevail  with  them  to  take  up  the  hatchet.  The  congrefs, 
being  mad!^e  acquainted  with  the  difpofition  of  the  Cana- 
dians, and  the  defigns  of  governor  Carleton,  and  ex- 
pe£king  a  powerful  oppofition  from  that  quarter,  whea 
European  troops  were  arrived,  unlefs  they  could  prevent 
it  by  fecuring  the  country,  determined  upon  penetrating 
into  Canada,  m  hope  of  gaining  the  ipeedy  poiTeflion  of 
it,  and  of  joining  it  to  the  union.  The  more  effedhi* 
ally  to  fupport  the  reafonablenels  of  the  meafure,  and  to 
ftrengthen  the  operation,  it  was  given  out,  that  the  pow- 
ers, with  which  governor  Carleton  was  intruded  by  his 
commiflTion,  were  fpecial  and  extraordinary,  purpojely  de-. 
figncd  to  warrant  his  attempting  by  force  to  fupprefs 
the  oppofition  making  in  the  colonies  to  the  Britifh  mca- 
fures.  Several  or  even  moft  of  the  members  of  con- 
grefs  could  not  but  know,  that  the  words  of  the  dom- 
mifflon  were  the  fame  as  were  ufed  in  the  commifTiont 
for  governing  their  own  colonies,  name  and  place  ex- 
cepted. Sir  Guy's  commiflion  was  in  the  ufual  mode, 
and  fimilar  to  what  was  given  to  Danvers  Ofborne  efq; 
governor  of  New  York  *. 

General  Montgomery  was  fent  forward  to  Tyconde- 
roga  with  a  body  of  troops,  New-Yorkers  and  New- 
Englanders.     When  he  took  leave  of  his  lady,  his  partr 
*  Sec  the  copy  in  Mr,  Smith's  Hiftory  of  New  York. 

,8.  ing 
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y??-  ing  words  were,  "  You  (hall  n^er  bkifh  for  your  Moiit- 
^,,  *  gomcry."  '  He  arrived  with  the  continental  army  (if  not 
too  diminutive*  to  be  fo  called)  at  the  place  of  deftina- 
tion.  General  Schuyler,  who  was  the  chief  commander^ 
remained  at  Albany  to  attend  the  Indian  treaty  carrying" 
on  in  that  city.  General  Montgomery  made  a  move- 
ment down  Lake  Champlain,  without  waiting  the  arrival 
of  more  troops  5  that  fo  he  might  hinder  the  enemy's 
armed  veffels  getting  into  the  lake.  Schuyler  having 
Sept.  pufhcd  forward,  notwithftanding  great  indilpofitioii,  and 
^*  joined  Montgomery  at  Ifle  la  Motte,  they  moved  on  and 
arrived  at  Ifle  aux  Noix.  Here  he  drew  up  a  declara- 
tion, which  he  fent  among  the  Canadians  by  colonel 
Allen  and  major  Brown,  afluring  them,  that  the  army 
was  deligned  only  againft  the  Englifh  garrifons,  and  not? 
the  country,  their  liberties  or  religion.  The  army,  not 
fc  exceeding  a  thoufand  men,  proceeded  widiout  any  ob;- 
ftruftion  toward  St.  John's.  When  in  fight  of  the 
works,  and  about  two  miles  diftant,  die  enemy  b^n 
to  fire,  without  dcnng  any  damage.  After  advandi^ 
half  a  mile  nearer,  the  troops  landed  without  oppofition, 
in  a  clofe  deep  fwamp;  and  being  formed,  marehed 
through  grounds  marfhy  and  covered  with  woods,  in  or- 
der to  reconnoitre  the  fortreffes.  The  left  was  attacked 
in  crofling  a  creek,  by  a  party  of  Indians,  who  killed  a 
^rgeant,  corporal,  and  three  privates,  befide  wounding 
eight,  three  of  whom  died.  Three  officers  alfo  were 
wounded.  The  Indians  were  foon  compelled  to  ^vc 
way,  and  had  five  killed  and  four  badly  wounded.  Gen. 
Schuyler  receiving  certain  intelligence  in  the  evemng^ 
that  the  enemy's  fortifications  were  complete,  and  plen- 
tifully furnifhed  with  cr.nnon,  it  was  thought  advifablc 

the 
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the  next  morning,  to  return  -to  Ifle  aux  Noix,  which  i^^j^ 
was  accordingly  done ;  and  the  troops  were  employed  in 
crefting  proper  works  to  fecure  the  entrance  into  the 
lake  J  and  in  getting  ready,  on  the  arrival  of  further  re- 
inforcements, to  take  advantage  of  any  events  thaj: 
might  happen  in  Canada.  Schuyler  returned,  Icdving 
the  command  to  Montgomery ;  who,  being  ftrengthened 
by  an  addition  of  men  and  artillery,  and  receiving  orders 
to  undertake  the  fiege  of  St.  John's,  proceeded  to  exe-  .  it* 
cute  the  fame.  The  next  day  the  enemy  threw  bombs, 
but  did  no  damage.  The  Americans  returned  the  falute. 
The  lines  of  circumvaHation  were  finilhed  j  but  between  ji^ 
20  and  30  waggons  with  provifions,  rum,  brandy,  &x. 
for  the  garrifon,  were  taken  prior  to  it.  Afterward  there 
was  a  continual  firing  for  ^mc  days  and  nights ;  and  . 
could  the  general  have  depended  upon  the  troops,  he 
might  have  ventured  to  promife  fuccefs,  but  he  could 
fey  nothing  pleafing  on  that  head.  The  men  took  good 
care  of  themfelves ;  and  one  night  capt.  Mott,  of  the 
ift  regiment  of  Yorkers,  bafcly  deferted  the  mortar 
battery  without  ever  being  attacked. 

Colonel  Allen  being  upon  his  return,  with  a  guard 
of  about  eighty  men,  from  a  tour  upon  which  he  had 
been  fent  by  die  general,  was  defired  to  halt  by  major 
Brown,  who  propofed  that  colonel  Allen  fhould  return 
to  Longueil,  procure  canoes  and  croft  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  a  little  north  of  Montreal ;  while  he  crolfcd 
a  little  to  the  fouth  of  the  town  with  near  200  men,  a» 
he  had  boats  lljfEcient.  The  plan  was  approved  of,  and 
colonel  Allen  croffed  in  the  night.  Major  Brown  by 
fome  means  failed  on  his  ^art ;  and  colonel  Allen  found 
himfelfi  the  next  morning,  in  a  critical  fituation;  bm 

concluded' 


l6o  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

vns*  concluded  upon  nnaintaining  his  ground;    General  Garlc'-* 
3^.  *  ton  learning  how  wes^k  colonel  Allen  was^  marched  out 
.  againft  him  with  about  forty  regulars,  together  with  Ca-^ 
nadians,  Englifh  and  Indians,  amounting  to  fome  hun-* 
dreds.     The  colonel  defended  himfelf  with  much  bra^ 
very;  but  being  deferted  by  feveral,  chiefly  Canadians, 
end  having  had  fifteen  of  his  men  killed,  was  under  the 
neceflity  of  furrendering  with  thirty-one  eflfeftives  and 
.  ^     ftvcn  wounded.     He  was  diredUy  put  into  irons.     Had 
the  plan  been  executed  according  to  major  Brown's  pro- 
pofal,  Montreal  would  probably  have  been  furprifed  and 
taken.      Succefs  would  have  prevented  the  cenfures^ 
which  are  rtow  paffed  upop  the  one  for  propofing,  and 
the  other  for  adopting  a  plan  of  operation  to  which  the 
Oa.  general  was  an  entire  ftranger.     A  party  of  Canadians, 
4»      who  had  joined  and  gready  affifted  the  befiegers,  in- 
trenched themfelves  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  lake,  on 
whicli  the  enemy  fent  an  armed  floop  with  troops  to 
drive  them  away ;  but  the  Canadians  attacked  the  floop 
with  vigor,  killed  a  number .  of  the  men,  and  obliged 
her  to  return  to  St.  John's  in  a  fhattered  condition*  The 
7,      main  body  of  the  army  decamped  fi-om  the  fouth^  and 
marched  to  the  north  fide  of  the  fort  -,  and  in  the  even- 
ing began  to  throw,  up  a  breafl:  work,  in  order  to  er^ 
a  battery  of  cannon  and  mortars.  The  continental  troops 
brought  fuch  a  fpirit  of  liberty    into  the  field,    and 
thought  fo  freely  for  themfelves,  that  they  would  not 
bear  either  fubordination  or  difcipline.      The  general 
could  not  in  truth  direft  their  operations,  and  would  not 
have  fl:ayed  an  hour  at  their  head,  had  he  not  feared 
that  the  example  would  be  too  generally  followed,  and 
^  fo  the  public  fervice  fufFer.     There  was  a  great  want  of 
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powder,   whichr  with   the  diforderly  behaviour  of  the  ^771* 
troops  was  a  damp  to  the  hope  of  terminating  the  fiegc 
fuccefsfuUy. 

The  profpeft  was  much  brightened.     The  Canadians  ^** 
planned  an  attack  upon  Chamblee,  and  carried  down  m 
batteaus  the  artillery,  paft  the  fort  of  St.  John*s.     After 
a  (hort  demur  it  furrender^d  to  major  Brown  and  major 
Livingfton.     The  greateft  acquifition  was  about  fix  tons 
of  powder,  which  ei}a,bled  the  general  to  accoraplifli  his 
wifties.     The  other  particulars  you  have  below  *,  ex-' 
cept  the  colours  of  the  7th  regiment,  which  wore  im- 
mediately tranfmittcd  to  congrcfs — the  firft  prefent  of 
the  kind  they  ever  received.     The  garrifon  became  pri^^ 
foners  of  war,  but  were  allowed  all  their  baggage,  the 
quantity  of  which  was  aftonifhing.     Their  women  and 
children,,  whofe  number  was  equally  aftonifhing,  were 
permitted  to  go  with  them,  and  to  take  their  efFefts* 
The  befiegers  having  obtained  a  full  fupply  of  ammu- 
nition, went  to  work  in  earneft,  completed  a  battery 
within  1250  yards  of  the  fort,  and  mounted  in  it  four  30. 
giuns  and  fix  mortars,  in  defiance  of  th?  continual  fire 
of  the  enemy.     While  the  army  was  bufily  engaged  in   31. 
preparing  for  a  cannonade,  and  an  aflault  if  neceflary, 
they  received  die  agreeable  news  of  governor  Carleton's        ^ 
being  repulfed.     The  governor,  with  a  view  of  raifing 

•  Eighty  barrels  of  flour,  1 1  ditto  rice,  7  ditto  peafe,  6  firkins  of 
buttery  1 34  barrels  of  pork,  7  ditto  damaged,  1 24  barrels  of  gun- 
powder, 300  fwivel  (hot,  I  box  of  muflcet  (hot,  6564  muiktt  cart- 
ridges, 150  ftand  of  French  arms,  3  royal  mortars,  61  IhcUs,  500 
hand  giranades.  Royal  Fulileers  mulkets  83,  accoutrements  83,  rig- 
ging for  three  veffels  at  leaft,  i  major,  2  captains,  3  lieutenants,  the- 
captain  of  the  fchooner  which  is  funk,  a  commiflary  and  fuigeon, 
ibldiers  8^3. 

Vol.  II.  M  the 
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«77J-  the  ficge,  coUcfted  a  body  of  about  800  force?,  coa- 
,  lifting  of  the  militia  of  Montreal,  a  number  of  Cana- 
dians, whom  he  had  maintained  for  fome  time,  a  few 
troops,  not  a  hundred,  and  fome  Jndians.  They  left 
Montreal  in  high  fpirits,*  and'^  attempted  to  crofs  the  river 
St.  Lawrence^  and  land  at  Longueil;  but  colonel 
Warner,  wirfi  300  Green  Mountain  boys,  and .  a  four 
pounder  which  kept  pouring  grape  fliot  into  the  boats, 
prevented  their  making  good  a  landing.  They  were 
fuJfferpd  to  come  very  near  the  fhore,  and  then  the  fire 
Was  fo hot  and  deftruftive,  that  they  were,  thrown  into 
great  confufionj  and  retired  with  the  utmoft  precipita- 

Nov.  tion.  The  batteries  kept  aninceffant  fire  all  day  oq.the 
garrifon  of  St.  John,  which  returned  a  very  briflc  one. 
In  the  evening,  general  Montgomery  fent  a  .flag,  with 
a  letter  to  major  Prefton  the  commander,  by  one  of  the 
prifoners  taken  by  colonel  Warner,  informing  him  qf 
governor  Carleton's  defeat,  and  recommending  to  him 
the  furrender  of  the  fort,'  as  he  could  now  have  no  longer 
reafon  to  expeft  relief  from  that  quarter.  Major  Prefr 
ton  in  return  fent  an  officer  to  the  camp,  propofing  to 
anfwer  the  letter  fully  in  the  morning,  and  that  in  the  • 
mean  time  hoftilities  Ihould  ceafe  on  both  fides.     Two 

^»  officers  came  into  camp,  with  an  anfwer  from  major 
Prefton,  who  requefted  the  general  to  wait  four  days,  to 
fee  whether  no  relief  would  come  in  that  time,  and  if 
not,  they  would  make  propofals  for  a  furrender.  The 
advanced  feafpn  of  the  year,  did  not  allow^  of  the  gene- 
r^r^  complying.  He  required  them  to  furrender  im- 
mediately prifoners  of  war ;  but  referred  them  for  the 
truth  of  the  governor's  defeat  to  another  prifoner.  It  was 
at  length  agreed  that  the  garrifon  fhould  march  out  with 
8  the 


the  hdnqrs  of  war,  as  what  was^  due  tb  their  fortitude  17751 
4nd  pfirieverance.    The  non-commiflioned  officers  and 
privates  were  to  ground  their  arms  on  the  plain;  the' 
officers  were  to  keep  their  fide  arms,  and  their  fire  anna 
were  to  be  referved  for  them*    The  efieds  of  the  gar- 
rilbn  were  not  to  be  withheld  fi-om  them.    The  Cana«    *  - 
dian  gendemen  and  others  at  Sti  John^s  were  confidered 
as'  part  of  the  garrifon  ^  which  amounted  to  about  500 
regulars,  and  better  than  100  Canadian  volunteers.  The 
Jiext  morning  they  marched  out,   and  the  continental    3 
troops  took  pofleffion  of  the  fort ;  in  which  ifcrc  17  brafs 
ordnance  from  2  to  24  pounders^  2;  eight  inch  howitzers^ 
7  mortars^  and  t22  iron  ordnance  from  3  to  9  pounders, 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  (hot  tod  fmall  fhells,  and  about 
€00  ftand  of  fmall  arms,  befide  a  fmall  quantity  of  na-- 
^val  ftores*    The  ammunition  and  provifion  was  trifling, 
thefe  having  been  nearly  expended. 

General  Montgomery  preffed  onto  Monttral,  Jt  being 
Capable  of  making  no  defence,  governor  Cafleton  quit- 
ted it  one  days  the  general  entered  it  the  next*    He  lil 
treated  the  inhabitants  with  becoming  libei*ality,  engage 
ing  upon  his  honor  to  maintain  the  individuals  and  reli-^ 
gious  communities  of  the  city  in  the  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  their  property  of  every  kind;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants,, whether  Englifli,  French,  or  others,  in  the  free 
•exercife  of  their  religion.    The  general,  in  all  his  tranf-* 
a<aions,  wrote,  fpake,  and  behaved  with  that  attention, 
regard  and  politenefs,  to  both  privates  and  officers,  fol- 
diers  and  citizens,  which  might  be  expc6tcd  from  the 
gentleman*     He  was  careful  to  pufh  forward  in  time  a 
number  of  continental  troops  under  colonel  Eafl:on  to 
the  point  of  Sorcl  River,  which  they  guarded  fo  with  can* 

Ma  flon. 
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9.*7,Pnert^  *i  ^rnficd  gonddk  and  their  fifef  ^fms,  tfiit  the 

-  flfet  i^'hich  kaid  fallen  down  below  Montreal,  would  Mt 

--s^^mdfe  to  atteinhpt  paffltig  it.     General  Prefeot,  who 

.    **'^s  oh  board  with  abdtit   120  privates  and  feveral  of- 

ficirsy  was  reduced  to  thd  fteeeflity  of  furrendcring  by 

Now  e^pitirlation,  eleven  fail  of  vefitfels  with  all  their  eontentfe, 

^7*  -€6nfiftthg  dfy  bfefWefailors  attd  foldiers>  760  barrels  df 

.^floury  675  ditto  of  beef,  376  firkins  df  biJttcr,  3  baf- 

'rth  of  powder,  4  nine  and  fix  poutwJer^,  dJlnn^rt  caft- 

^      ridges  dnd  ball,  ijS^o  nrtuflcet  cafttidges,  eight- <:hefts  df 

*  artris>  :i6d  pair  of  flioes,  and  a  quantity  of  intrehching 
•fools  •  111  of  which  proved  Very  acceptable  to  the  con- 
'lihental  troops,  Who  had  ho  redundancy  of  afiy  aftielte 
^^hfttcv&r^  In  the  preceding  midnight,  governor  Gdi^l^ 
*f6h  was  conteyed,  in  a  boat,  with  rhuffled  -paddles^  by 

a  fecret  way'  to  the  Threfc  Rivers,   and  arrived  ilafe  it 
19.     Quebec  the  Sunday  following.  •  * 

•  Notwithfendihg  the  advanced  and  fevere  feaforf,  ge- 
'fieral  Montgomery  marched  oh  for  the  capltial,  -expl^dP- 

*^  ^    ihg  to  be  joined  by  cdonel  Arnold  and  his  dbtachn^rtt 

in  its  rteighbotirhood,    ^nd  defigrting  to  cortipfete  the 

'rtduftioit  of  Canada  before  the  arrival  of  any  Britifh 

'rieinf(5rcement.     But  while  he  was  advancing,  numbers 

^^erfe  returning.     An  urthappy  home  ficknefs  prevailed, 

'knd  no  fpfecific  was  tb  efficaciotis  as  a  difcharge.   -No 

foorier  was  it  admimftered,  but  the  cui?c  of  nine  out<3f 

fen  was  perfeftfed ;  who,  refuftng  to  wait  for  bbao  td  gb 

"by  the  way  of  Fott  GeorgCyUpon*  their  airival  at  Ty- 

''ednijieroga,  flung  their  heavy  packs  over  their  fiiouklm, 

.fcroffed  the  lake  at  that  place,  artd  undertook  a  imrch 

&(  two  hundred  miles,  with'  the  grcateft  good  will  and 

alacric)%     Three  hundred  of  the  contih^ntails  -paflfetf"  bf 

^'  ^^    '  -  —  Tycon- 


Tfcondemga  on  their  way  hpmp  by  rfie  eijd  of  th^^T-y^.^ 
month.     The  ruin  of  d^e  caufe  w^  fi^rther  hoarded  by      '  / 
the  turbulent  and  iiKidnQus  ipirit  of  jfeveral  officers.        , 
Colonel  Arnold's   arrival,   with  his.  det^jehment,    ^» 
^^atni:  Levi,  was  .not  knaw^  at  <^bec  for  twenty-four       / 
hours  i  and  was  at  length  difcovered  by  his  prdcring  ouf.; 
fcMiie  noen  to  fecxire  the  nrxidihipman  of  the  IJuniisr  flp^; 
<^  war,  who  was  ji^ft  landed  oo  th^  fide  ^  xlytr-,  .thf. 
boat  returned  and  carried  the  iiuejljgence  to  Quebec  ^^ 
on  which  two  fhips  of  war  were  ftationcd,  one  aboyf ; 
49d  the  other  below  Wolfe's  coye,  to  jpurpye^tt^  Aaijecr' 
djcans  cfoinng  oven    A  council  w^  called,  fu)^  by.fr 
^jaj^ity  of  one  it  was  ggpced  j^of  to  ]^gd^4  lB^m§i^ 
^y  to  attack  the.  HQwn-      X^e  ^9flifirs|ry  re/glvtiffsij; 
t^adced  by  vigorous  i^^^rtfon^,  wppld  j«oi?*Wy  feave  p^ 
himjinto  the  poShSim  <of  it.    O^  ^c  ^h  pf  IiiT.ojrea^ 
jper  it  ^as. really  in  §l  defcEic^ft  ikm^  I8?idifiyt  a  fipgto 
folkUer^    Hmi  the  detachn^em:  croged^  i^  g*4es  wpul^, 
jit  is  ihwght,  h^ve  Mn  opened  by  the  difaffefted  ajo^ 
famt-hepTied.     The  c^pel  hpwevier  dAciafi^,  xhgt^  }>t 
would  <5!?rtainly  rmk^  Sbg  .le^tt^k  wfee^  he  h^  oroffei, 
in  cafe  $hey  worc  noj:  dUcovered  to  hp  pyier.    In  ,$h»  ^ 
g^cm  tkjje,  .the  tropps  were  enj^y^gi   in   prepawg 
ifcaling  laddeiis.     B^c^e  jhey  were  wp^y  with  thefc,  coi-    . 
Jon?l  JMa^le^n,  the  d^pwty  goverwr,  arriyed  at  Qudacc   n. 
/rom  Sorel,  wkh.  ajbp\?t  170  mtn  of  his  jiew  raifed  rc- 
^Hnteot  pf  caiiigrants  j  of  this  calond  Arnold  had  advice     ^ 
;the  next  day,  whept,  in  the  evening  at  nine  o'clock,  he      - ' 
;.b^gan  to  encibark  }m  /twees  on  board  thirty-five  canoes, 
Jpaying  the  ladders  fcqhiod,  and  by  four  tte  next  mom- 
^  got  over  and  landed  500  men  whoHy  undifcovcited.   14, 
Xbey  laadfid  i^^theJisnallcoye  where  die  brave  and  ««-  >J 
.:         *  M  3  terprifing 
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1775,'terprifing  general  Wolfe  did,  now  called  Wolfe's  Cove, 
The  Lizard's  barge  rowing  up  the  river,  the  colonel 
ordered  her  to  be  hailed,  and  fired  upon  for  reflifing  to 
conaein  fhore;    on  which  fhe  pufhed  off,  and  carried 
the  account  of  the  detachnient's  having  croffed  over, 
-But  before  this   difcovery,   the  men  paraded  on  the 
heights  of  Abraham.  *  From  thence  they  fent  out  a  re- 
connoitring party  toward  the  city,  marched  acrofs  the 
plain,   and  took  pofleffion  of  a  large  houfe  formerly 
owned  by  general  Murray,  and  other  adjacent  houfes, 
which  afforded  fine  accommodations  for  the  troops.  Guards 
were  placed  on  the  different  roads  to  cut  off  the  com- 
munication between  the  city  and  country,     The  main 
body,  about  noon,  marched  fairly  in  view  of  the  enemy, 
and  gave  them  three  huzzas,  which  were  returned  by  a 
few  ftiot  from  the  ramparts.     In  the  evening  the  colo- 
nel fent  a  flag  of  truce  with  a  demand  of  the  garrifon, 
in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  Colonies,- which 
was  fired  upon  as  it  approached  the  walls.     The  colonel 
was  certainly  overfeen ;  he  fhould  have  taken  the  fcaling 
ladders  along  with  him ;  have  concealed  his  being  ovcr^^ 
and  attempted  a  coup  de  main  the  next  night,  which 
might  have .  been  done  with  a  profpeft  of  fiiccefe,  .a$ 
his  Canadian  friends,  fenglifli  and  French,  were  in  the 
city  to  fecond  his  operations,  and  as  the  failors  were  then 
fcattered  on  board  the  Ihips,  fome  about  Quebec  and 
j^Qy-  Others  up  the  river.     A  company  of  men  were  lent  to 
l^»    take  poffefTion  of  the  general  hofpital.     The  Canadians 
were  continually  coming  in  to  exprefs  their  fatrsifa6tjon 
^t  the  continental  forces  having  entered  the  country. 
The  next  day  a  certain  account  was  received  of  the  cap- 
igt    ^re  gf  Montreal,    Early  in  the  morning  the  trc)ops  de- 
camped 
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camped  and  marched  up  to  Point  au  Trembles,  about  i-jf^. 
ftvta  leagues  from  Quebec,    through   a  thick  fettled 
country,  where  you  meet,  every  few  miles,  with  a  hand- 
fomp  little  chapeL    .This  was  the  day  on  which  gover-    * 
nor  Carleton  arrived  at  Quebec ;  and  the  firft  thing  he 
did,  was  to  turn  out  the  fufpefted,  and  all  who  would 
not  aflift  in  the  defence  of  the  city.     By  exprefs  from  23. 
Montreal,  the  forces  were  informed  that  general  Mont- 
gomery was  upon  his  march,  and  had  fent  down  cloth- 
ing for  them.     The  general  finding  plenty  of  woollens 
at  Montreal,    at  a  reafonable  price,    gave  his  foldiers 
new  clothes,  after  their  having  fyfFered  much  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  climate,  to  which  they  fubmitted  with  pa-* 
tience  and  refolution,  particularly  in  marching  from  $t. 
John's  to  Montreal,  the  road  being  half  leg  deep  in 
mire.     He  was  alfo  mindflil  of  colonel  Arnold's  dc-       , 
tachment,   which  had  fufFered  ftill  greater  handfliips. 
General  Montgomery  arrived  at  one  o'clock,  with  three  Dec. 
armed  fchooners,  men,  ammunition  and  provifion,  to  *  ** 
the  great  joy  of  the  colonel's  forces,  who  toward  even- 
ing turned  out  and  marched  to  the  general's  quarters,  and 
were  there  received  and  complimented  by  him  upon 
their  appearance.     The  next  day  the  batteaus  were!  feijt 
to  Point  Levi  for  the  fcaling  ladders.     The  general  ap- 
peared before  Quebec,  which  is  the  lafl:  we  have  heard     e. 
of  his  movements. 

Qeneral  Howe  iffued  orders  for  taking  down  the  old   w^ 
North  meeting  houfe,  a  large  wooden  building,  contain- 
ing a  great  deal  of  timber ;  and  a  hundred  old  wooden 
dwelling  houfes  and  other  buildings,  to  be  ufed  for  fuel. 
The  fcarcity  of  this  article,  now  that  the  ufual  fupplies 

lyj  4  from 
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-tiff,  from  the  country  are  cut  off,  Will  reduce  tte  iftlrttbittWI 

to  an  extrenne  difficulty. 
I>cc.   .   p.  s.  Admiral  Shuldham  is  juft  arrived  ftt>m  Gm% 
^^*     Britain  in  the  Chathann  man  of  war  of  50  guqs,  to  ^ 

perfede  admirid  Greaves, 
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,Roxhry,  April  2Z,  1776. 

'  O  y  have  been  informed  of  the  meafureis  which 

the  promoters  pf  independency  adopted  for  the  ri- 

'  pening  of  that  event  j  in  the  advice  which  congrefs  were 

prevailed  upon  to  give  to  the  New  Hampflihcj  the  Soudx 

Carolina,  and  the  Virginia  conventions, 

1776^     The  New  Hampfhire  provincial  convention  proceed^ 

J.  '  cd  in  their  defign^,  and  voted  "  that  this  congrefs  t^kc 
up  civil  government  in  form  foUowing-»-»We  being  au-- 
liiorized  in  particular  to  eftablifli  fome  form  of  govern- 
ment, provided  that  meafure  be  recommended  by  thfe 
continental  congrefs,  and  a  recommendation  being  tranf- 

*l      ttiitted— the  fudden  departure  of  his  excellency  John 
Wentworth  and  feveral  of  the  council,,  leaving  us  dcfti- 

•      tute  of  legiflation,  and  no  executive  courts  being  open 

ito  punilh  criminal  offenders — ^^therefore  protefting  that 

wc  never  meant  to  throw  off  our  dependence  upon  Great . 

Britain,  and  that  we  fhaii  rqoice  if  fuch  a  reconciliation, 

-  between  us  and  our  parent  ftate,  can  be  efFefted,  'as 

'TttTall  be  approved  by  the  Continental  congrefs — do  re- 

2  folve. 


A 
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folvc,  Aat  the  congrefs  do  aflumc  the  naihc  and  power  *W 
of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives ;  that  Acy  proceed  to  choofe  j 
twelve  perfons,  to  be  a  diftindt  branch  of  the  legiflature, 
by  the  name  of  a  council  for  this  colony;  and  that  no 
a6t  fliall  be  valid  unkfs  paffed  by  both  branches/'  But 
this  procedure  was  not  univerfally  approved.'  A  me- 
morial and  remoriftrance  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabi-  '♦• 
tants  of  Portfmouth  was  prefented  to  the  convehtion 
fitting  at  Exeter.  It  fcts  forth,  that  **  the  menrioriaHfts 
are  greatly  alarmed,  by  the  information,  that  they  ani 
about  to  diflblve  their  exiftence  as  a  convention,  and  af^ 
Eime  that  of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  and  to  proceed 
to  the  election  of  twelve  counfdlors,  who  are  to  aft  as 
another  branch  of  le^flation  for  the  future  govtttiment 
of  this  polony/'  They  remonftrate  againft  the  proce- 
dure from  an  opinion  that  the  inhabitants  will  not 'gcnei 
ratty  approve  it;  and  wifh  therefore •  that  the  xnmdi 
of  the  people  may  be  fully  taken  on  fuch  a  momentoui 
toncemmetit,  for  that  it  is  their^  inherent  right  to  know  \ 
the  plan,  before  adoj^ed  and  carried  into  executionl 
They  fay  alfo,  "  it  amounts  to  an  open  declaration  of 
independency,  which  we  can  by  no  means  countenahce."  j 
A  diffcntand  projcft  was  brought  into  convention,  by  n. 
feveral  of  the  reprefentatives  j  die  purport  of  it  was^ 
■««  We  diflent  and  proteft  agaitifl  the  prefent  plan  of  tak- 
ing up  government  for  the  following  reafons— the  vott 
of  the  continental  congrefs,  countenandrig  the  fame, 
was  obtained  by  the  unwearied  importunity  of  our  de- 
legates there,  as  appears  by  their  letter; — ^the  faid  vote 
docs  not  appear  to  have  been  unanimous,  but  we  have 
Tcafon  to  think  very  otherwife ;— New  York  and  Viri 
'j^inia  (which  arc  in  fimilar  cirpumftances  with  us,  an^ 
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1776.  ^rc  much  larger  and  more  opulent,  and  we  prefumc 
much  wifer,  and  to  which  we  would  pay  all  due  defe- 
rence) have  not  attempted  any  thing  of  the  kind,  nor 
as  we  can  learn  ever  defired  It ;— it  appears  affiiming  for 
fo  fmall  a  colony  to  take  the  lead  in  a  matter  of  fo  gr^at 
importance  i— our  conftituents  never  expefted  us  to  make 
a  new  form  of  government,  but  only  to  fet  the  judicial 
and  executive  wheels  in  motion  i — it  appears  to  us,  too 
much  like  fetting  up  an  independency  on  the  mother 
country."  The  convention  however  proceeded  in  their 
plan ;  but  when  it  was  executed,  and  the  body  had  af- 
fumed  the  form  of  two  houfes,  they  bad  the  confiftcncy 

Jan.  to  receive  petitions  from  the  towns  of  Portfmouth,  Dover, 

'^*  Newington,  Rochefter,  Strathani,  North  Hampton, 
Rye,  New  Market,  Kenfington,  Greenland,  and  part 
of  Brentwood,  againft  taking  up  government  in  the  new 
cftablilhed  form.  Both  lioyfes  met  in  the  town-Jioufp* 
the  petitions  were  read,  confidercd,  and  fully  argued  by 

j-^  the  council  for  the  petitioners. ,  It  was  voted,  that  the 
committee  write  to  the  continental  congrefs,  and  lay  the 
plan  of  government  taken  up  by  the  colony  before.  them> 
and  l^t  them  know  that  a  number  of  members  of  this 
houfe  diffented  from  and  prptefted  againft  the  fame,  be- 
caufe  of  its  being  fuppofed  to  breathe  too  much  of  the 
§)irit  of  independency;  and  requeft  to  know  the  judgr 
ment  of  the  congrefs  thereon.  Whatever  letter  the  com- 
mittee might  write  was  probably  forwarded  under  tover 
16  one  of  their  own  delegates ;  and  by  the.  advice  of  cerr 
tain  members  was  not  brought  before  congrefs  as ;  a 
body,  till  the  day  after  they  had  given  their  fandUon  to 
the  plan,  by  admitting  upon  their  journals,  on  the  a9^th 
pf  February,  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  chofcn  by 
the  houfe  of  reprcfentatives  on  January  the  ajd. 

When 
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When  Mh  S.  Adams  faw  the  inftruftions  given  by  ^37^ 
the  capital  of  New  Hamplhlre,  he  was  diffatisfied^  and 
fearful,  left^  if  that  colony  took  a  ^rong  ilep>  it  fl^ould 
wholly  defeat  the  defign,  he  owneii^-lie  had  much  at 
heart.    He  had  been  alarmed  before  in  the  beginning 
of  the  month,  when  a  motion  was  made  in  congrefs  to 
this  purpofe.'.— "  Whereas  we  have  been  charged  with 
turning  at,  independency,  a  committee  fhall  be  ap^inted 
to  explain  to  the  people  at  large  the  principles  aivl 
^unds  of  our  oppofition,  &c/'     It  would  not  do  for 
JMr.  S.  Adams  evidently  to  intereft  himfelf  in  oppofing 
the  motion,  though  be  was  apprehenfive  that  they  fliould 
get  themfelves  on  dangerous  ground ;   but  fome  other 
delegates  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  have  the  matter  poft- 
poned  J  and  yet  they  could  not  prevent  the  afligning  of 
a  day  to  conlider  it.    Some  little  time  before,  Jie  h^ 
-converfed  with  another  gentleman,  probably  a  Virginia 
delegate,  about  a  confederation;  when  they  agreed, it 
.  mull  foon  be  brought  on,  and  that  if  all  the  colonies 
would  not  come  into  it,  it  had  better  be  done  by  thofe 
that  inclined  to  it.     Mr.  Adams  promifed,  he  would 
endeavour  to  unite  the  New  England  colonies  in  confe^ 
deration,  if  none  of  the  reft  would  join  in  it :  the  othdr 
approved  of  it,  and  fai'd,  that,  if  Mr.  S.  Adams  liic- 
ceeded,  he  would  caft  in  his  lot  among  them.    Many 
of  the  principal  gentiemen  in  the  MafTachufetts:  have 
been  long  urging  their  delegates  at  congrefs  to  bring 
forward  independency :  the  more  fo,  from  a  perfuafion 
that,  refiftance  qnto  Wood  having  been  once  made  againft 
the  governmental  meafures,  the  Britifli  fpirit  will  never 
be  quieted,  with  any  thing  fhort  of  thofe  conceflions 
and  fatisfadions,   which  Americans  can.  never  make. 

Gene- 
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177(5.  ^c  much  larger  and  more  opulent,  and  we,  prefume 
much  wifer,  and  to  which  we  would  pay  all  due  defe- 
rence) have  not  attempted  any  thing  of  the  kind,  nor 
as  we  can  learn  ever  defired  it ;— it  appears  affuming  for 
fo  fmall  a  colony  to  take  the  lead  in  a  matter  of  fo  gr^at 
importance;— our  conftituents  never  expedked  us  to  make 
a  new  form  of  government,  but  only  to  fct  the  judicial 
and  executive  wheels  in  motion  j — it  appears  to  us,  too 
much  like  fetting  up  an  independency  on  the  mother 
country."  The  convention  however  proceeded  in  their 
plan ',  but  when  it  was  executed,  and  the  body  had  af- 
fumed  the  form  of  two  houfes,  they  had  the  confiftcncy 

Jan.  to  receive  petitions  from  the  towns  of  Portfmouth,  Dover, 

'^*  Newington,  Rochefter,  Stratham,  North  Hampton, 
Rye,  New  Market,  Kenfington,  Greenland,  and  part 
of  Brentwood,  againft  taking  up  government  in  the  new 
cftablilhed  form.  Both  Houfes  met  in  the  town-iiQuft^ 
the  petitions  were  read,  confidercd,  and  fully  argued  by 

j-^  the  council  for  the  petitioners. ,  It  was  voted,  that  the 
committee  Write  to  the  cpntinental  congrefs,  and  lay  the 
plan  of  government  taken  up  by  the  colony  before.  them> 
and  kt  them  know  that  a  number  of  members  of  this 
houfe  diflented  from  and  prptefted  againft  the  fame,  be- 
caufe  of  its  being  fuppofed  to  breathe  too  much  of  the 
fpirit  of  independency;  and  requeft  to  know  the  judgr 
ment  of  the  congrefs  thereon.  Whatever  letter  the  com- 
mittee might  write  was  probably  forwarded  under  tover 
td  one  of  their  own  delegates ;  and  by  the.  advice  of  cefr 
tain  members  was  not  brought  before  congrefs  as ;  a 
body,  till  the  day  after  they  had  given  their  fanftion  to 
the  plan,  by  admitting  upon  their  journals,  on  the  a^th 
of  February,  the  credentials  of  the, delegates  chof?n  by 
thp  houfe  of  reprcfentatives  on  January  the  23d. 

When 
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When  Ml*.  S.  Adams  faw  the  inftruaions  given  by  ^37^ 
the  capital  of  New  Hampfhlre,  he  was  diflatisfied^  and 
fearful,  left,  if  that  colony  took  a  w(rong  Hep,  it  fl^ould 
wholly  defeat  the  defign,  he  ownecij^ws  had  much  at 
heart.    He  had  been  alarmed  before  in  the  beginning 
of  the  month,  when  a  motion  was  made  in  congrefs  to 
this  purpofe,^^^*  Whereas  we  have  been  charged  with 
turning  ati  independency,  a  committee  fhall  be  ap^inted 
to  explain  to  the  people  at  large  the  principles  and 
grounds  of  our  oppofition,  &c/'    It  would  not  do  for 
Mr.  S.  Adams  evidently  to  intereft  himfelf  in  oppofing 
the  motion,  though  he  was  apprehenfive  that  they  ihpuld 
get  themfelves  on  dangerous  ground  j   but  fome  other 
delegates  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  have  the  matter  poft- 
poned ;  and  yet  they  could  not  prevent  the  affigning  of 
a  day  to  confider  it.    Some  little  time  before,  he  haid 
converfed  with  another  gentleman^  probably  a  Virginia 
delegate,  about  a  confederation;  when  they  agreed, it 
-  mull  foon  be  brought  on,  and  that  if  all  the  colonies 
would  not  come  into  it,  it  had  better  be  done  by  thofe 
that  inclined  to  it.     Mr.  Adams  promifed,  he  woidd 
endeavour  to  unite  the  New  England  colonies  in  confer 
deration,  if  none  of  the  reft  would  join  in  it :  the  othtr 
approved  of  it,  and  faiH,  that,  if  Mr.  S.  Adams  fuc- 
ceeded,  he  would  caft  in  his  lot  among  them.    Many 
of  the  principal  gendemen  in  the  Maflachufetts.  have 
been  long  urging,  their  delegates  at  congrefs  to  bring 
forward  independency :  the  more  fo,  from  a  perfuafion 
that,  refiftance  y nto  Mood  having  been  once  made  againft 
the  governmental  meafures,  the  Britilh  fpirit  will  never 
be  quieted,  with  any  thing  Ihort  of  thofe  concelTions 
and  fatisfaftions,   which  A^^^^ricana  can.  never  make. 

Gene- 
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177(5.  ^c  much  larger  and  more  opulent,  and  we,  prefume 
much  wifer,  and  to  which  we  would  pay  all  due  defe^^ 
rence)  have  not  attempted  any  thing  of  the  kind,  nor 
as  we  can  learn  ever  defired  It ;— it  appears  affuming  for 
fo  fmall  a  colony  to  take  the  lead  in  a  matter  of  fo  gr?at 
importance;— our  conftituents  never  expeded  us  to  make 
a  new  form  of  government,  but  only  to  fet  the  judicial 
and  executive  wheels  in  motion ;— it  appears  to  us,  too 
much  like  fetting  up  an  independency  on  the  mother 
country."  The  convention  however  proceeded  in  their 
plan;  but  when  it  was  executed,  and  the  body  had  af- 
fumed  the  form  of  two  houfes,  they  bad  the  confiftcncy 

Jan.  to  receive  petitions  from  the  towns  of  Portfmouth,  Dover^ 

'^*  Newington,  Rochefter,  Strathani,  North  Hamptoa, 
Rye,  New  Market,  Kenfington,  Greenland,  and  part 
of  Brentwood,  againft  taking  up  government  in  the  new 
cftablifhed  form.  Both  houfes  met  in  the  tpwn-JxQiifp^ 
the  petitions  were  read,  confidercd,  and  fully  argued  by 

j-^  the  council  for  the  petitioners.  ^  It  was  voted,  that  the 
committee  Write  to  the  continental  congrefs,  and  lay  the 
plan  of  government  taken  up  by  the  colony  before. then), 
and  l^t  them  know  that  a  number  of  members  of  this 
houfe  diflented  from  and  prptefted  againft  the  fame,  be- 
caufe  of  its  being  fuppofed  to  breathe  too  much  of  the 
ipirit  of  independency;  and  requeft  to  know  the  judgr 
ment  of  the  congrefs  thereon.  Whatever  letter  the  com- 
mittee might  write  was  probably  forwarded  under  tpver 
td  one  of  their  own  delegates ;  and  by  the.  advice  of  cefr 
tain  members  was  not  brought  before  congrefe  as.a 
body,  till  the  day  after  they  had  given  their  fanfUon  t9 
the  plan,  by  admitting  upon  their  journals,  on  the  ajth 
pf  February,  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  chof?n  by 
thp  houfe  of  reprefentatives  on  January  the  sjd. 

Whea 
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When  Mr.  S.  Adams  faw  the  inftruftions  given  by  ^77^ 
tat  capital  of  New  Hampftiire,  he  was  diflatisfied,  and 
fearful,  left,  if  that  colony  took  a  'v^rong  ftep,  it  (hould 
whoHy  defeat  the  defign,  he  owne(is-4w5  had  much  at 
heart.     He  had  been  alarmed  before  in  the  beginning 
of  the  months  when  a  motion  was  made  in  congrefs  to 
this  purpofe.-— ^**  Whereas  we  have  been  charged  with 
turning  at;  independency,  a  committee  fhall  be  ap^inted 
to  explain   to  the  people  at  large  the  principles  and 
^unds  of  our  oppofition,  &c/'     It  would  not  do  for 
Mr.  S.  Adams  evidently  to  intereft  himfelf  in  oppofing 
the  motion,  though  he  was  apprehenfive  that  they  fliould 
get  themfelves  on  dangerous  ground ;   but  fome  other 
delegates  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  have  the  matter  pdl- 
poned ;  and  yet  they  could  not  prevent  the  affigning  of 
a  day  to  confider  it.     Some  little  time  before,  he  had 
converfed  with  another  gendeman,  probably  a  Virginia 
-delegate,  about  a  confederation  j  when  they  agreed  .k 
.  muft  foon  be  brought  on,  and  that  if  all  the  colonics 
would  not  come  into  it,  it  had  better  be  done  by  thofe 
that  inclined  to  it.     Mr.  Adams  promifed,  he  would 
endeavour  to  unite  the  New  England  colonies  in  confe^ 
deration,  if  none  of  the  reft  would  join  in  it :  the  other 
approved  of  it,  and  faid,  that,  if  Mr.  S.  Adams  fuc- 
ceeded,  he  would  caft  in  his  lot  among  them.     Many 
of  the  principal  gendemen  in  the  Maflachufetts  have 
been  long  urging,  their  delegates  at  congrefs  to  bring 
forward  independency :  the  more  foj,  from  a  perfuafion 
that,  refiftance  i^nto  blood  having  been  once  made  againft 
the  governmental  meafures,  the  Britifli  fpirit  will  never 
be  quieted,  with  any  thing  flibrt  of  thofe  conceffions 
.  and  fatisfadions,   which  Americans .  can.  never  make. 

^  Gene- 


fff<.  General  Walhington  has  op  wift,  that  tiie  coflgj^fs 
'te>uld  dipclarc  the  colonies  independent ;  but  niany  othefr 
9iEcer$^  efpecially  anrong  the  New  Englanders,  are  de^^^ 
ftrons  d"  it  J  though  the  fituatioo  of  fbeir  ipilitaiy  ^<r 
fiurs  could  of  late  affard  them  no  reafonabk  encoiywge^ 
mcnt.  They  have  been  obliged  to  change  theinArniiy 
by  a  new  inliftment  tinder  the  mouths  of  Aeir  enemy's: 
cannon;  and  while  employed  in  this  operation,  had  «oC 
S&r  fomc'time  men  enow  to  defend  their  lines,  had  the 
Britifli  troops  commenced  an  attack.  They  had  ^t» 
guard  an  extent  of  better  than  a  dozen  mile3,  with.ftvr 
more  troops  than  what  were  in  Bofton,  Such  was  the 
want  of  mufkets,  that  in  order  to  fupply  the  new  iniifte^ 
ibldier$>  they  forcibly  detained  thpfe  bekniging  to^  thf  • 
privates  whofe  tinnie  was  out,  and  who  refufed  to  (erv^ 
loiagers  but  not  without  paying  for  diem. 

Gen.  Greene  wrote  fromT-<-Pro%e<9:-hill,  Jan^j^ry  >ii 
il776>  <*  H^  the  eoemy  been  fulfy  acquainted  it^ 
iMir  fituation,  I  oaiHiot  pretend  to  fay  what  might  b?W 
been  the  confeqyenoe^.  I  this  4^y  manned  the  Ums 
*lpon  tbij  hill,  and  feel  a  degree  of  pleafure  that  I  h^fn 
iK>t  felt  for  feveral  day*.  Our  fituation  has  been  cmic^i. 
Wehaweno  part  of  the  militia  on  this  hill;  and  rite 
©ight-  after  thie  oid  troops  went  gflf,  I  could  not  haf«c 
•jonuftcred  fevcn  hundred  men,  notwithftanding  the  fo- 
<ums  of  the  new  kilifted  troops  amounted  to  nineteen 
hundred  and  tipward.  I  ^am  now  ftr^ng  enough  tshth^ 
feid  myfelf  agaiaftjiili  the  force  iaBo&on."  Gen.  Wafli- 
ifigton  thus  expreflfed  himfelf  on, the  firft  of  the  mo»jd) : 
^  It  is  notp«rbaps  inlhe  power  of  hiftory  to  fuc^i&ta 
4cafe  like  our^^'^otiwrntain  a  poft  ij^tfein  muiket  (hot  i)f 
.  the  enemy  fonfix  months  together  withftut  ff«w^  {pwdft^ 


he  ttr&Bit&  (hfetting  die  ward,  left  the  letter  fboidd^fi^  rj^^C 
tany  0  dfid  at  the  fame  tklie  to  difband  one  zrmf  and      !: 
fecniit  afioftefi  withto  that  diftance  of  twenty  odd 
"BMfk  n^mtiiU,  id  niope  than  probably  was  erer  »e# 
'tediiited^''*^  ^  ■  •■  .  V-  ■ .  -t 

The  crondii6fe  0[  the  New  Yorkera  not  anfwering  ^ 
defircs  of  capt«  Searvheliadforfome  time  taken  QpUa 
mbode  in  Conne&icutr   Bdng  apprrhenfivei  that  gem 
'CUntoBs  who  wai»  |>r<fparing  to  go  upon  feme  eitpedittot 
lintli  a  body  of  troops^  might  pofl^^  be  deftined  fiar 
'N^  York^;  add  confldering  of  What  impoitancG  it  wa|     j^ 
ihat  the  city  fhould  not  be  pofleffed  by  him^  he  came  a 
^efi,:Wafliingto£i>  and  urged,  the  neceffity  of  its  being 
fecured  by  Ameri^can  forces.   But  the  geiKnd  could  ip$am     ^ 
no  troops^  ctrcry  man  of  them  being  wanted  in  die  cut 
virons  of  B^on.    Sears  propofed   that  Walkingtoiii 
Ibould  write  to  go^  Trumbull^  preflSng  hhn  to  raxfe  two 
rcgjtiicnGs  for  the  fervice.    His  application  was  ftran^^    * "  * 
eiitd  by .ar  letter  of:  gen*  Lee's^  who  Wrote  to  the  doma*  jg^^ 
flnander  in  chiefs  "  New  York  muft  be  feciired>  but  it    5* 
will  never/  I  am  afraid,  be  Secured  by  dircdt  order  lof 
congrefs  for  obvious  reafons*     I  propofe>  that,  you  ihould 
detach  me  into  Connecticut,  and  leiid  your  .name  fet 
CiiAl^Cting  a  body  of  volunteers*     I  am  affured,  that  i 
fltail  And  no  difficulty  in  affembliiig  a  iujSieient  numbef 
for  the  piirpofe  Waiited.    This  meafu^e.^L  think  abfo^ 
lutsfy  necc'ffary  to  our  falvatioH  ^  and^  if  it  inectarwitii      *^^ 
your  ^probation^  the  fooner  it  is  entered  upon  the  b6& 
tefi^--^indeed  the  delay  of  a  iingle~day  may  be  fataL? 
Mi-j  Johh  :^dams  being  at  Watertown  with,  ihctgencrai 
tdurt^  gen.  WalhiAgtbn  deOred  his  G^m<»i  on  h«^ 
:  .i  plan* 
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'776*  plan.'    Mr.  John  Adams,  in  a  letter  of  the  next  day^ 
6,  *   fliowed  that  the  plan  was  pradicable,  expedient,  and  lay 
properly  within  his  excellency's  authority,  without  furdier 
dir«eftions  from  congrefs.     He  took  notice  that  a  bbdy 
of  people  on  Long  Ifland  were  intrenching  themfelves^ 
pfofeffedly  to  oppofe  the  Ancierican  fyftem ;  that  there 
was  a  body  of  tories  in  the  city  of  New  York  waiting 
only  for  a  force  to  prote6k  them;  and  that  the  Jerfey 
troops  had  been  akeady  ordered  to  that  city.     The 
hieafures  to  be  taken  being  fetded,  the  difpatches  were 
8,      got  ready,  and  capt.  Sears  fet  off  with  them,  for  C6h- 
pefticut.     Gov.  Trumbull  was  much  pleafed,  got  the 
committee  of  fafety  together,  haftened  the  biifinefs,  and 
col.  Waterbury  and  col.  Ward's  regiments  were  raifed 
and  ready  to  march,  by  the  time  gen.  Lee  got  to  Stam-^ 
ford,  within  fifty  miles  of  New  York,  and  near  lipon 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Cambridge.     Lee  fet 
''•    ofF  on  the  nth  j  and  when  at  New  Haven,  one  ftun-» 
ift    dred  and  fixty  mil?s  diftant,  wrote  on  the  i6th  to  Walh-^ 
ington,  "  I  fhall  fend  immediately  an  exprefs  to  con- 
grefs, informing  them  of  my  fituatibn,  and  at  the  fariie 
time  conjuring  them  not  to  fufFer  the  accurfed  provincial 
i   congrefs  of  New  York  to  defeat  meafures  fo  abfolutely 
;   neceffary  to  our  falvation."     Many  of  the  New  York 
i  provincial  congrefs  (if  not  the  majority)  were  adjudged 
real  tories,  fome  fo  deemed  might  be  only  timid  whigs* 
^2*    By  the  2 ad;  gen.  Lee  had  collected  at  Stamford^  '1200 
Connefticut  troops.  The  New  York  committee  of  fafety 
were  very  averfe  to  his  marching  them  into  the  city,  and 
wrote  to  him  upon  the  occafion.     He  anfwere^  with 
"much  prudence,  judgment,  and  refolutionr-and  fent  tb 

•      the 
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jhe  continental  congrefs  for  advice,  ,-Thcy  direfted  him  '77^f 
to  repair  to  the  city,  and  appointed  three  of  their  mem- 
Jbers  to  meet  him  there,  and  advife  with  him  on  the 
meafures  proper  to  be  purfued.     He  was  detained  at 
Stamfprd  with  the  gout.     The  members  from  congrefsj    • 
^d  coL  Waterbury  being  at  New  York,  gen.  Lee  di-r, 
jredted  capt.  Sears  to  take  Waterbury's  regiment,  and 
march  it  immediately  for  the  city.     At  King's-bridgc 
he  was  met  by  a  number  of  the  citizeni,  who  entreated 
him  to  halt,  for  that  the  enemy  had  declared,  that  if  any 
f  roops  came  in,  they  would  burn  the  city.    Scars  pleaded 
his  orders,  and  marched  on.    When  nearer  the  city  he 
WAS  applied  to  afrefli,  and  ftrongly  urged  to  remain  at    , 
a.diftance  from  it :  he  obferved,  that  neither  the  mem- 
bers of  congrefs,  nor  col.  Waterbury,  had  fent  him  any 
orders ;  he  therefore  continued  his  march  into  the  dty. 
The  citizens  were  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  cxpefting  the 
enemy  would  execute  their  threats,  but  they  refrained. 
Gen.  Lee  came  on  when  able  j  and  arrived  at  New  York  iFefa, 
in  lefs  than  two  hours  after  gen.  Clinton  arrived  at  the    ** 
Hook,  in  the  Mercury,  together  with  a  tranfport  brigi 
Their  arrival  threw  the  city  into  fuch  a  convulfion  as  it 
never  knew  before.     Though  it  was  the  fabbath,  the 
inhabitants  were  engaged  in  moving  away  their  effedls 
the  whole  day,  and  continued  it  all  night.     Gen.  Clinton 
failed  from  Bofton  on  the  1 9th,  with  a  number  of  gre- 
nadiers and  light  infantry,  as  fuppofed  for  Virginia.    He 
touched  at  the  Hook,  probably  to  confult  gov.  Tryon^ 
and  fee  whether  any  thing  efFeAual  could  be  done  to 
ilrengthen  the  Britilh  intereft  in  New  York.     After  a 
Ihort  tarriance,  he  proceeded  to  the  fouthward.     Gen.,  \ 
Lee,  upon  his  arrival,  gave  out,  ^^  If  the  men  of  war  \ 

'     fet  \, 
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iTJ^Uct  one  houfe  on  fire  in  confcquence  of  my  coming,  1 
vriU  chain  a  hundred  of  their  friends  togedier  by  the 
>  neck>  and  make  the  houfe  their  funeral  pile,"  He  would 
in  all  likelihood,  have  retaliated  in  fome  formidable 
manner.  While  Clinton  remained  at  the  Hook,  various 
works  were  ereftcd  for  the  defence  of  the  city.  Nine 
days  before  his  arrival,  on  the  26th  of  January,  and  a 
week  after  his  failing,  care  was  taken  to  fend  over  to 
Long  Ifland  feven  hundred,  of  the  Jerfey  militia,  and 
three  hundred  of  the  Jerfey  regulars,  to  difarm  thofe  per- 
ions  in. Queen's  county  who  oppofed  American  libcrtyi 
and  to  fecure  their  leaders,  which  was  accomplilbed. 
:>  The  congrefs,  receiving  information  of  the  difaScc** 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tryon  county,  relblved, 
vpon  difarming  them,  and  providing  for  the  future  tran-* 
quillity  of  thofe  parts.  They  committed  the  bufinefs  to 
gen.  Schuyler.  The  general  having  no  troops  at  Albany 
to  carry  into  execution  their  refolutions,  was  under  the 
.»  neceffity  of  communicating  his  bufinefs  to  the  fub-^om^ 
mittee  of  the  county,  after  having  adminiftered  an  oath 
of  fecrecy.  They  contrived  to  call  upon  700  militia  5 
but  fo  great  ^as  the  zeal  of  the  people,  and  they  followed 
in  fuch  numbers  (although  the  weather  was  cold  in  the 
extreme)  that  by  the  time  he  reached  Caghnawaga,  he 
had  near  3000  men,,  including  900  of  the  Tryon  county 

1^*  militia.  On  Tuefday  the  i6th,  the  general  marched  to 
Sheneftady  j  and  in  the  evening,  a  deputation  from  the 
Mohawk'  Indians  delivered  him  a  fpeech  in  a  haughty 
tone,  evidently  calculated  to  prevent  his  proceeding  to 
Sir  John  Johnfon's,  who'  was  thought,  or  known  td  be 
making  military  preparations.  Schuyler  in  his  anfwer 
told  them,  that  he  had  full  proof,  that  many  people  in 
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Jdmftowh,   and  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  had  for  i'rnSi 
confidcrable  time  paft  made  preparations  to  carry  into 
execution  the  wicked  defign  of  the  king*s  evil  counfel- 
lors,  and  added,  **  We  have  no  objeftion,  nay,  wewifb 
that  you  and  your  warriors  fliould  beprefentto  hear, 
what  we  Ihall  propofe  to  Sir  John,  and  the  people  in  and 
about  Johnflown,  who  are  our  enemies.    But  we  beg  of 
you  to  tell  your  warriors,   that  although  we  have  no 
quarrel  with  them,  yet  if  we  fhould  be  under  the  diC* 
agreeable  neceflity  of  fighting  with  our  enemies,  and 
your  warriors  Ihould  join  them  and  fight  againft  us,  that* 
we  will  repel  force  by  force.*'    They  replied  and  faid," 
^^  Brother  Schuyler,  the  great  man,   attend.    Every^ 
thing  that  has  been  faid  to  us,  brother,  has  been  per- 
feftly  agreeable  to  us,  &c.'*     A  letter  was  fent  to  Sir' 
John  Johnfon,  requefting  a  meeting  with  him  the  hext' 
day,  and  affuring  him,*  that  he  and  fuch  perfons  whom 
he  might  choofe  to  attend  him,  fliould  pafs  fafe  and  un- 
molefted  to  the  place  where  he  might  meet  him,  and' 
firom  thence  back  to  the  place  of  his  abode.     Sir  John* . 
accordingly  met  gen.  Schuyler  about  fixteen  miles  be^ 
yond  Sheneftady,  accompanied  by  feme  of  the  leading 
Scotchmen,  and  two  or  three  others,  when  propofals  were  n 
made  to  him :  he  begged  time  to  anfwer  until  the  next 
evening,  to  which  Schuyler  confented.     On  Thurfday  ^g^ 
the  general  approached  within  four  miles  of  Johnftown.        , 
Sir  John  fent  out  anfwers  to  the  propofals  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  which  not  being  fatisfaftory,  the  general  de* 
termined  to  march  his  troops  to  Johnfon-hall  without  de- 
lay :  but  gave  Sir  John  till  twelve  at  night,,  to  reconfider 
the  matter,,  after  which  he  woyld  receive  no  propofals. 
At  twelve  an  anjfwer  came  from  Sir  John,  in  behalf  of 
Vol.  IL  N  himfdf. 
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^.TT^rhimfclf,  the  inhabitants  of  Kingfborough,  and  the  neigh-/ 
bourhood  adjacent.  It  was  agreed  to  deliver  up  all 
cannon,  arms,  and  military  ftores  whatfoever,  that  to  his 
knowledge  were  in  the  county,  a  few  favorite  family 
arms  excepted  : — that  Sir  John,  having  given  his  iparole 
of  honor  not  to  take  up  arms  againft  America,  IhaU 
confine  himfelf  to  certain  limits : — that  the  Scotch  inhabi- 
tants (hall  furrender  their  arms,  and  the  general  may  take 
any  fix  prifoners  from  among  them  as  he  trhoofes,  without 
refiftance,  *to  be  treated  however  with  humanity,  and  with 
all  due  deference  to  rank : — that  the  inhabitants  Ihall  give 
up  their  arms,  and  enter  into  like  engagements  with  the 
Scotch  inhabitants :— -and  that  all  the  men 'referred  to 
in  the  above  articles  Ihall  be  paraded  at  Johnftown  on 
Saturday  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  ground  their  arms  'in 
the  prefence  of  fuch  troops  as  the  general  may  appoint. 
Thefe  terms  were  agreed  to,  and  on  the  next  day  general 
J^*^-  Schuyler  marched  to  Johnftown.  On  Saturday  he  drew 
^°*  up  his  men  in  the  ftreet ;  and  the  highlanders,  between 
two  and  thre.e  hundred,  marched  to  the  front,  where  they 
grounded  their  ai'ms.  Thefe  fecurcd,  the  general  difmiffed 
them  with  an  exhortation,  pointing  out  the  only  con- 
duft  which  could  infure  them  proteftion.  In  the  even- 
ing he  returned  to  Cagnuage,  leaving  col.  Kerkimer 
,j  and  the  committee  of  Tryon  cpunty  to  receive  the  arms 
qf  the  remainder,  and  to  fix  on  fix  of  the  principal  lead- 
ers to  fend  to  him.  He  expefted  that  the  whole  dif- 
armed,  or  to  be  difarmed,  would  amount  to  above  fix 
hundred.  Gen.  Schuyler's  conduft  was  highly  ap- 
proved by  congrefs  j  and  thofe  who  accompanied,  bhn 
in.  the  expedition  were  praifed  for  their  patriotic  .fcr- 
vices.  ^ 

The 
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The  foHowing  detached  articles  (rf*  intdligehce  mt^^tl^* 
not  be  omitted.  In  the  firft  week  of  January,  gov^ 
Franklin's  difpatches  for  the  miniflxy  were  feized  by 
lord  Stirling's  troops  and  fent  to  Congrefs.  About  the  ' 
middle  of  the  month,  the  Jerfey  men  defcried  a  tranf- 
port  at  fca.  They  procured  feveral  boats,  and  failed 
in  queft  of  her  with  four  days  provifion.  Lord  Stirling 
commanded.  Upon  their  coming  up  and  al^ong  fide 
of  her,  ihe  was  taken  without  any  refiflance,  for  the 
failors  fwore  they  would  not  fight  for  cpmmon  wages. 
The  Americans  are  making  falt-petre  all  over  the  con- 
tinent, from  New  Hampfhirc  to  Virginia  inclufively. 

Let  us  return  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton. 

Major  Knowlton  was  difpatched  with  a  hundred  men    jg^ 
to  make  an  incurlion  into  Charleftowji,   and  burn  a 
number  of  houfes,  that  they  might  be  no  longer  of  fer- 
vice  to  the  enemy.     He  eroded  the  mill-dam  upon  the 
ice,  between  Cobble-hill  and  BunkerVhjll  j  and  imme- 
diately proceeded  down  the  ftreet  oh  the  wefterly  fide    - 
pf  the  laft  hill,  and  deftroyed  about  ten  houfes,  and 
brought  off  a  few  mufkets.     He  performed  the  whole 
in  lefs  than  an  hour,  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man, 
JciUed  or  wounded,  though  the  Britifh  garrifon  kept  up^ 
a  confiderable  fire  of  mxilketry  from  Bunker's-hill.  This 
,  expedition  confounded  the  amufement  carrying  on  at 
Bofton,  at  the  fame  inftant. 

The  Britifh  folders  were  much  afBiftcd  with  ficknefi 
and  the  fcurvy,  occafioned  'by  the  want  of  vegetables 
and  frefh  provifions,  notwithftanding  the  powerful  exer- 
tions made  at  home  to  throw  in  fupplies.-  Many  of  the 
vefTels,  which  were  loaded  in  England  with  live  ftock, 
vegetables  and  porter,  had  been  either  taken  on  the 

N  2  coaft 
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^77^  cftaft:  of  America,  or  biowti  off  to  the  Weft  Ittditt,  by 
the  fevcrc  north-ififeft  winds,  which  ufaally  pret^l  Asstm^ 
the  winter  moftths.    Out  of  forty  fail  of  tt^tifports  only 
ci|^t  had  arrived*     None  of  thefe  things  however  hin* 
dfcrcd  tht  officers  from  amufing  themfelvefe,  ^11  they' 
doiild,  in  the  prefent  filuatioft.     They  had  their  balls 
and  theatre,  riiat  fo  they  might  forget  thcitifelves,  while 
fecfningiy  forgotten  by  their  native  country.  It  fo  happen-*' 
ed  that  they  had  finifhed  attending  the  BuJ^  Body^  and  the 
I    fcenes  were  changed,  that  the  farce  of  the  Blockade  tfB^fttmy 
\    fwd  to  be  written  by  gen.  Bufgoyne,  mi^t  be  perfonti* 
I    cd./    The  figure  defigned  for  gen.  Wafbirigton  had  jufl? 
I    made  bis  appearance  (as  we  are  told)  upon  tht  ftage,  , 
j'    with  a  large  wig  and  teng  rufty  fword,  together  wiih  his 
^derly  fergeant,  who  had  on  his  Ihoulder  a  rufty  guii' 
fcven  feet  l<mg ;  now  it  was,  tfiat  one  of  the  regular  fer-^ 
geants  came  Irunning  on  the  ftage,  threw  down  his  bay- 
oneti  and  c^kd  out  luftily,  "  the  Yankees  arc  attack^" 
iog  Bunkcr's-hUl."    They,  who  were  unacq\iiinted  with' 
die  farce,  thought  that  this  wafe  a  part  of  it,  but  Whert* 
gen-  Howe  cried  out,  affictrsto  your  alarm  pq/ts,  inftead 
of  mirth  ind  laughing,    difere  was  (hrieking,  crying) 
ihntiiig,  &CC. 

.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  been  fopplied  with 
frefh  ppovifions  once  in  a  white  from  Nbva  Scotia. 
Within  two  days  of  the  above  affair,  a  floc^  arrived  widi 
beefi  poultry  and  hay :  the  hay  fold  for  a  guihea  a  hun- 
dred weight,  the  beef  for  one  and  fixpeiice  Ac  pound> 
geefc  nine  fhillings  a  piece,  and  other  articles  propor** 
^onably,  ih  fterling  moneys 

There  was  fuch  a  continued  backwardnefs  ki  diK 
Americans  to  fervf  in  the  army,  that  gen*  W^ingtoii 
" .  .  ^  *•     *  was 
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*  was  more  and  more  conviifieed,  th^  i^  could  never  te  if  fi* 
raifed  to  the  new  eftabliihment  by  vohiapirjr  tnfifhnenfes. 
Such  was  its  preient  iqeqiiialicy  to  capital  c^xrratioas,  that  Jan. 
it  was^  tinanimoully  agreed  in  a  couAcil  ^f  war>  to  re-      * 

-queft  thirteen  regiments  of  mificia  to  be  at  Cambridge 

I  by  the  firft  of  February,  and  tx>  remain  If  waftited  to  the 

laft  of  March,   that  fo  a  vigorous  attempt  might  bp 

'  rnade  on  the  army  in  Bofton,  if  prafticaWe.    The  Mws 

of  the  unfucccfsfol  attempt  v^pcm  Q^^)ec,  and  genend 

•Mon^mefy's  death  was  publiity  known  ftot  only  tn  a^; 
the  American  qiiarter^i  but  at  Bbfton.     Let  me  give 
you  an  account  of  the  fiege  down  to  die  lateft  inteflt- 

•  gcnce  from  thence. 

The  garrifon  of  Quebec,   when  gen;  Montgomery 
appeared  before  it,   confifted  of  col.  Maclean's  me*, 

'  a  hundred  and  feventy ;  a  company  of  the  feventh  regi- 
ment, fixty;  marines,  forty;  militia,  about  ei^t hun- 
dred i  aod  feamen,  belonging  ip  the  king's  fri^tes  and  *.:  U 

'to  Ae  merchant  (hips  whiiph  wintered  in  the  harbour, 
four  hundred  and  fifty,  ip  all  fifteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty. The  general  was  at  the  head  of  upward  of  ei^t 
hundred  men  ♦  only  ;  fo  fmali  was  the  force  he  brought 
wkh  him,  after  leaving  a  corps  at  Moncred^  and  fo 

*  much  was  Arnold's  detachment  reduced,  by  die  return 
•of  erf.  Enos'^  divifion  and  other  unfevor^ble  drcum-  ^ 

ftances.     Thus  you  fee  the  befiegers  w^e  Utde  more  dwn  I 
'half  the  garrifon.    Upon  his  appearing  beftim  the  city 

*  he  fent  forwjtfd  a  flag  of  tnice  which  was  fired  upop  by 
order  of  Sir  Guy  Carkton;  at  this  gen.  Montgomery  i77ir*' 
was  fo  provoked,  that  the  next  day  he  wrote  to  Sir    5I 
Guy  a  letter,  in  which  he  departed  from  the  -commiih 

'     •  ♦  General  Montgomery's  letter  of  December  i8# 
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1775,  mode  of  conveying  his  fcntiri^ents ;  and  made  ufe  of 
threats  and  language  that  he  would  otherwife  have  pro^ 
bably  declined.  NotwiUiftanding  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafon  he  fet  about  eredting  works.  His  batteries  were 
compofcd  of  fnow  and  water,  which  foon  became  fo- 
lid  ice.  He  planted  on  them  five  pieces  of  ordnance, 
twelve  and  nine  pounders,  with  one  howitzer :  but  the 
artillery  was  inadequate,  and  made  no  impreffion  j  it  was 
therefore  foon  in  contemplation  to  ftorm  the  city.     A 

Dec.  council  was  held  by  all  the  commanding  officers  of  col. 

'^^  Arnold's  detachment  in  the  evening;  and  a  large  ma- 
jority was  for  ftorming  the  garrifon,  as  foon  as  the  men 
were  provided  with  bayonets,  fpears,  hatchets,  and  hand . 
grenades.  In  a  few  days  feveral  of  the  men  were  ill  of 
the  fmall-pox ;  thofe  who  were  well  and  fit  for  fervice ' 
were  ordered  to  wear  hemlock  fprigs  in  their  hats,  tp 
diftinguifti  them  in  the  attack  upon  the  works.     Col. 

8 J.  Arnold's  detachment  paraded  in  the  evening,  at  capt. 
Morgan's  quarters,  when  gen.  Montgomery  attended, 
and  addreffed  them  on  the  fubjedt  of  an  aflault  on  Que- 
bec, in  a  fenfible  fpirited  manner.  The  fcheme  of  ftorm- 
ing was  wholly  the  general's,  who,  in  the  council  of  war 
on  the  occafion,  ftiowed  the  neceffity,  pradtjcability,  and 
'  importance  of  it,  in  fiich  a  clear  and  convincing  man- 
ner, that  they  were  all  agreed  and  full  in  the  meafur?. 
But  he  was  forced  into  the  fcheme  from  this  circum- 
ftance,  that  a  part  of  his  fmall  army  had  to  ferve .  no 
longer  than  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  three  companies 
of  Arnold's  detachment  were  grown  uneafy,  and  were 
determined  to  return  home.  His  army  did  not  now 
WP??4  cigh;  hundred  fick  an4  wpll  j  only  fevcn  hundred 

^         ^4 
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and  thirty  were  fit  for  duty  *.    The  atteihpt  had  the  17^5* 
appearance  of  rafhnefs ;  but  the;  general  was  perfuaded 
that  men,  who  had  behaved  fo  well,  would  follow  him, 
and  that  many  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton  s  forces  would  not 
fight,  ¥^n  aftpal  fcrvice  commenced.    The  general 
in  his  difpatches  wrote,  "I  have  fo  early  reported  tof  2& 
you  my  determination  to  return  home,  I  take  it  {<» 
granted  meafures  are  takeii  to  fupply  my  place.    Should 
not  any  body  arrive,  I  muft  conclude  congrels  mdin 
to  leaye  the  management  of  afliurs  in  gen.  WoofterV 
hands,  (Wbofter  was  at  Montreal.)      If  this  bufinefi 
fhould  terminate  in  a  bbckade,  I  fhall  think  n>yfelf  at 
liberty  to  return.     However  if  poflible,  I  fliall  fkft  make 
an  effort  for  the  redudtion  of  the  town,     I  had' Tieafbil 
to  "believe,  when  I  wrote  laft,  the  troops  wdl  iiicHned 
for  a  coup  de  main.     I  have  fince  difcovered,  that  threb 
companies  of  col.  Arnpld's  detachment  are  averfe.  They 
arc  within  a  few  days  of  being  free  from  dieir  engage*^, 
ments:  I  mult  try  every  meafure  to  prevent  their  Se*- 
parture.'*     The  next  day  at  evening  the  troops  aflfembled  tfi  • 
by  his  order,  with  defign  to  make  an  attack,  and  werp 
about  to  march,  when  a  frefh  order  came  for  their  Jt>«^ 
turning  to  quarters — the  weather  being  diou^t  not  proi- 
per.     Several  men  deferting  to  the  enemy,  the  genei^     ' 
was  induced  to  alter  his  plan,  fo  that  no  psat  of  it  tnua£- 
pired  to  the  befieged.    The  weather  being  ftormy,  audi  30^ 
the  ladders  being  ready,  the  troops  were  wdercd  to  pa^- 
rade  at  twd  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

The  troops  alTemble  at  the  time   appointed— they' 3 14 
(that  are  to  make  the  attack  by  the  way  of  Cape  Dia^ 
Ojond,  at  the  general's  quarters  on  the  heights  of  Abrar^ 
^  Dr.  Linn's  letter  to  mct  ',  ' ''^ 
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1775.  ham,  and  arc  headed  by  .the  gcneral-i^tbey  that  arc  te- 
make  the  attack  through  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Roe,  at  the 
guard-houfe  in  St*  Roc,  and  are  headed  by  col  Arnold. 
The  divifion  under  Montgomery  confifts  of  the  ift,  ad, 
Jid  and  4th  battalions  of  the  New  York  troops, .  and 

,-  part  of  col.  Eafton's  regiment ;  but  of  about  v»o  hun- 
dred men  only.  The  divifion  under  Arnold  is  made  up 
out  of  the  two  battalions  detached  from  Cambridge,  and 
anaount  to  about  three  hundred.  Col.  JLivingftdn,  with 
a  regiment  (^  one  hundred  and  fixty  Canadians,  and 
major  Brown  with  part  of  a  regiment  of  Maflacbti&lts 
troops,  are  to  .make  a  falfe  attack  upon  the  walls  to  the 
fouthward  of  St.  John's  gate,  and  in  the  mean  time  to 
ict  fire  to  the  gate  with  the  combuftibles  prepared  for 
that  pwrpolc.  The  coionei  is  alfo  to  give  the  (^als 
■for  the  combination  of  attack,  which  is  to  begin  €xa<SUy 
iH:  five  o'clock.  [It  b  6id,  that  capt.  Frazcr  of  the 
.em^rants,  then  on  picket,  going  his  rounds,  ikw  the 
KH^kets  fired  ofi*  as  fignals,  and  from  hU  knowledge  of 

^  ihe  fervice,  fi)rming  a  coqedure  of  what  would  htp^ 
pen,  beat  to  arms  without  orders,  and  ib  j>repared  the 
.garrifon  for  d^nce.]  The  different  routes  the  afEiiliog 
l>odies  have  to  make,  the  depth  of  the  fhow^  jind  other 
iobftacles,  prevent  the  executkm  of  Livingftoa^s  cam- 
awnd,.    Thesgencral  moves  widi  his  divifion,  attended 

I,  by  a  nunciber  of  carpenters,  to  the  .pickets  at  Cape.Dia^ 
~i3fiond.  Tbeie.>are  fooo  cut  wit;h  the  faws,  and  die  .gc*- 
neral  pulls  them  down  with  his  own  hands.    He  enters 

^  <with  hxs  aid  de  camp  Mr.  MTher&n,  Mr.  Antiil  the 
4Jngineer^  capt.  Cheefeman,  and  the  carpenters.  As 
xhey  are  entering,  their  guides  forfafce  them^  which  alarms 
the  general  and  pther  <^cw,  who  are  unacquainted 

with 
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ifldch  the  pa&  and  fituation  of  tiie  enemy's  mrfiSeiyJ  ^Tliit 
Thcf.  however  prefs  on.  The  general  obiemog.tluK 
die  troops  do  ix>t  Mpw  widi  fpirit»  calb  out  <^  Fiet 
for  ihame !  (hall  the  New  York  troops  defert  die  ctufe 
in  the  crittcal  moment  ?  WiU  ]fEou  not  follow  i^rhmyour 
general  leads  f  Pufli  tm  brave  hoys,  (^bec  b  ows*"' 
A  few  ad  with  refolutton,  adyaiKe>  and  attack  the  guani 
houie^  when  the  enemy  give  a  ijyifcharge  of  gr^pe  ftM 
from  their  cannon^  and  of  fmall  arms ;  wbich  occftfimf 
the  fall  of  the  genen^  his  aid  de  camp^  capt.  Ch9tB^ 
man  and  others.  The  firing  fiom  the  g^wrd  houfif  ceafe^ 
by  the  enemy's  quitting  their  poft>  asxl  the  opportuoiqf 
ofiers  for  the  ai&ilant$  to  pu0i  fon^wd  with  ivcoefib 
But  the  deputy  quarter  mafter  gjcnaral,  Catnpt)«tt»  ynAk' 
die  rank  of  a  colonel,  alfumes  ik^  comoiaodi  aod  ool 
being  equal  to  the  fpqcial  lervice  of  ti»e  nxxDMHC  vm^ 
hai^ily  orders  a  retreat,  which  takes  pl«6ej  and  tbt 
vi^unded  are  carried  off  to  the  cump*  ■  .  .  x 
Come  we  now  to  col.  AwgM$  diyifioiib  wbid:^  i$  tr^ 
dered  to  proceed  in  the  foUowing  maDoer,  viz.  a  lirUi^ 
tenant  and  thirty  men  are  to  marcii  in  front  as  an  ad^ 
ranced  guard ;  dien  the  artillery  company  with  a  fieU 
piece  mounted  on  a  fled ;  afiier  dttt  the  main  body,  of 
which  capt.  Morgan's  company  ia  iirft  The  advMced 
party  is  to  open,  when  near  the  baittery  mkd  upOB  a 
wharf,  which  the  affiHants  are  obliged  to  amck  in  tixw 
way ;  and  when  the  fidd  p^ece  has  given  them  a  fbai 
or  two,  the  advanced  party  ane  to  ru&  forward  ^«^ 
the  ladders,  and  &>rce  the  battery,  while  capt,  Morgan'! 
company  are  to  march  round  the  "whaHi  if  poifible^  <» 
the  ice.  But  the  ihow  being  deep,  ^  pece  of  iutil* 
fery  is  brc»ight  on  very  flowly,.  «d  k  Smiiy  oUiged  to 

be 
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1775.  ^  l^f^  behind.     The  main  body  alfo  are  led  wrongy 
There  is  no  road,  the  way  is  dark  and  intricate,  among 
.   .ftores,  houfes,  boats  and  wharfs  5  and  they  are  haraffed 
at  the  fame  time  with  a  conftant  fire  of  the  enemy  froni 
the  walls>  which  kills  and  wounds  numbers,  without 
their  being  able  in  the  leaft  to  annoy  them.     The  field 
piece  not  coming  up,  the  advanced  party  with  capt. 
Morgan's,    company   attack   the  battery,    fome  firing 
into  the  port-holes,  or  kind  of  embrafures,  while  others 
fcale  the   battery  with  ladders,    and  immediately  take 
poffeffion  of  it  and  of  the  guard  confiding  of  thirty  men. 
This  attack  is  executed  with  luch  difpatch,    that  the 
enemy  difcharge  only  one  of  their  cannon.     One  or  twia 
men  are  loft  ori  each  fide.     Colonel  Arnold  receives  a- 
wound  in  one  of  his  legs  with  a  muflcet  ball,  and  k 
carried  to  the  general  hofpital.     When  the  prifoners  are 
token-  care  ofi  and  a  few  men  come  up  (which  is  in 
about  half  an  hour)  the  men  attempt  the  next  barrier,' 
but  cannot  force  it,  as  the  main  body  is  fome  time  be- 
fore it  can.  arrive,  occafioned  by  the  before-mentioned 
obftacles.     The  enemy  moreover,  having  the  oppottu- 
nity,  from  the  retreat  of  Montgomery's  divifion  after 
his  fall,  turn  their  whole  force  and  attention  upon  this,. 
fo  that  before  it  can  attempt  the  fecond  barrier,  the  af- 
failed  get  fuch  a  number  of  men  behind  the  barrier  and 
in  the  houfes,  that  the  afl&ilants  are  furrounded  with  a 
fire  from  treble  their  number,  and  find  it  impoflible  to 
force  it,  the  former  being  under  cover,  while  the  latter* 
are  quite  expofcd :  here  they  lofe  fome  brave  officers ' 
and  men.    What  adds  to  their  embarraffment,    they 
fail  of  being  aided  by  a  company  of  their  connradcs^ . 
who  were  ^quartered  on^the  north  fideof  the^  river  St. 

Charles^ 
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Charles>  and  m>t  having  notice  in  feafon^  ih  e»d$ayour«  ^77i« 
ing  ta  join  the  main  body^  aie  furprifed  aa4  Q^ofUy 
takea  prifoners,  by  a  party,  who  mak^s  a  fortie:  dirougU 
palace  gate.  They  who  arc  near  the  fecond  barrier,  ai: 
lengdi  take  pofleflion  of  fome  houfes,  and  from  them 
keep  up  a  cbnftant  tire  for  fome  time ;  bat  as  tine  pati^, 
which  fallied  out  of  palace  gate,  con^^es  upon  the  rear 
of  the  a(&ilants,  and  the  number  of  thefc  is  greatly:  leC- 
iened  by  kilkd  and  wounded,  it;  is  thought  beft  to  re^ 
treat  to  the  firft  battery.  This  thgy.  do  witl^  the  ^atdi: 
par^of  their  men,  where  upon  a  confultation  of  officcxs 
{Keient,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion,  that  a  further  re* 
txcat  is  impra6ticahle.  They  maintain  their  ground  till 
ten  o'clock,  and  all  hope  of  relief  being  over,  are  at  hfi: 
obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war,  with  sprqit  x^ 
hiftance.  .»,;.:  i{ 

By  the  befl:  account  that  caa  be  obtained  at  prefent^ 
they,  have  loft  in  killed  and  wounded  about  a  hundi:edrr 
one  captain  and  two  lieutenants  killed-— col..  Ariiokli  • 
two  captains,  two  lieutenants,  and  a  brigade  major, 
wounded.  The  lofs  of  the  general's  divifion  is,  the  ge- 
neral, his  aid,  capt.  Cheefcinan,  and  half  a,  fcore  pri- 
vates killed,  befide  the  wounded.  The  general  was  • . 
fliot  through  both  liis  thighs  and  his  head.  His  body 
wsis  taken  up.  the  next  day:  an  elegant  cofEn  was  pre- 
pared, and  he  was  decendy  interred  the  Thurfday  ^r. 
We  are  told,  that  when  his  body  was  taken  up  his  fea* 
tures  were  not  in  the  leaftdiftorted  j  but  his  countenance 
^ippeared  regular,  ferene  and  placid — ^like^the  foul  that 
Jiad  lately  animated  it.  The  general  was  tall  and  flen- 
der,  well  limbed,  of  eafy,  graceful  and  manly  addrefi. 
JJe  ha4  the  voluntary  love,  cfteem  and  confidence  of 

*  ^  *       'the    ■ 
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•^77**  the  whole  army.  He  was  of  a  good  femily  in  I^rt*lri3, 
and  fcrved  with  reputation  in  the  kit^  war  with  F#aft«e. 
His  excellent  qualities  and  difpofitibn  proeur ied  Wm  ah 
tincon^mon -fliare  c^  private  affeftion^— his  ftbilitie*  of 
-puWic  cftccm.  His  death  is  toftfidered  a«  Hr  §^ea£er 
lofs  to  the  Amerian  caufe,  than  all  the  others  witji  whleh 
it  was  accompanied. 

When  the  continental  troops  had  colieAed  after  the 
^Tinfucccfsful  attack  on  Quebec,  there  was^  a  difpute  who 
ihould  command,  and  whether  it  was  advi&ble  t6  nik 
•the  fiege,  or  tarry  until  a  reinforcement  Ihould  anivf. 
"A  council  of  war  agreed,  that  col.  Arnold  fhould  com- 
mand,  and  (hould  continue  the  fiege,   or  rather  the 
blockade,  which  was  according^  done,   ap^>arently  at 
^no  finall  riflk,  as  they  had  not.m«iy  more  than  four 
hundred  men  fit  for  duty.     But  they  retired  about  Aree 
•  miles  from  the  city,  and  pofted  themfelves  advantage- 
oufly*.    After  mentioning,  that  the  prifeners  made-ki 
vthf  attempt  to  furprife  Montreal  have  been  foit  to  GMtt 
Britain,  and  col.  ABen  in  irons,  let  w  return  to  Boftbn 
and  it?s  environs. 
Feb.      About  four  in  the  morning,  a  party  from  At  oMc 
*^    under  coL  Leffie  joined  another,  announting  to  abem 
live  hundred,  fcnt  over  the  ice  to  Dorchefter  N«ck  hy 
gen.  Howe.     They  burnt  ^bout  haif  a  4ozen  hbvifes^ 
-but  the  general's  fcheme  failed.    He  bad  been  up  ^ 
*^olc  night,  getting  ready  for  an  attack  >n4th  a  ki^ 
body  of  troops.    HcHKKpeded,  Aat  the  buimng  of  Ac 
boufes  would  occafion  &ch  an  alarm,   as  to  pnt  Ifiie 
American  officers  upon  fen^ng  from  RcKii^ury  tinea  « 
-  •  *     * .  "^ ' ».» 

aUhed  moft  of  the  above  particulars. 
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lirgp  ftin&ice(!Aenc»  and  dierebf  ^ving  him  an  adfin*  trff^ 
tagopui  oi^orcufiity  of  atacking  them;  but  at  dajr-     ' 
brtde,  he  found  didr  men  ai  uftnd  «t  their  aknh  pofts»' 
to  cfaat  he  declined  it«    The  ftrength  of  die  ice  having' 
beAi  med  in  one  pkce,  and  the  fix>ft  condnntng^  gjm^v 
Waflldngion  was  defirous  of  embracing  the  fei^n  for 
pafBng  over  it>  firom  Cambridge  fide  into  Bofton.    He 
kid  before  a  council  of  war  the  following  qu^kxi:  i& 
^  A  ftroke  well  s^med  at  dus  cridcal  junfture»  tnxf  put 
a  final  period  to  the  war,  and  reftore  peace  and  tnuv^ 
qyiUitjr  fo  mtich  to  be  wilhed  foity  «Ad.  therefore  whe^ 
tfatf^  part  of  Cambridge  and  Roxburf  bays  being  frozen 
over,  a  general  affault  fhould  not  be  made  on  Bofbon  }^ 
Gtiu  Ward  oppofed  the  idea,  faying>  <^  the  attack  mutt 
be  made  wkh  a  vvsw  of  bringing  on  an  engagement^  or 
of  driving  die  enemy  out  of  Bo(bon>  and  either  end 
vdU  be  anfwcred  much  better  by  poffcfling  Dordieftef 
hcight$.**    Gen,  Gates  was  aMo  againft  it.    The  com-? 
mander  in  chief  was  evidently  for  ir.    He  did  Aot  a§-' 
pear  enough  fcnfiblc  of  the  importance  of  DorcheflBr 
hdghts  5  and  probably  confided  too  much  in  the  cou-        : 
rt^  and  perfeverancc  of  the  continental  troops  and  mi- 
fida.     When  the  votes  were  called  for,   the  majority 
were  againft  the  attack.    The  commander  in  chief  could 
not  refrain  from  fliowing,  that  he  was  gready  diflatisfied/ 
But  a  negative  being  put  ort  the  queftion,  die  next  point 
to  be  confidered  was,  whether  diey  fhould  poflefs  them-* 
felves  of  Dorchcfter  heights,  with  a  view  of  drawing  rii^ 
enemy  out.    This  was  agreed  upon ;  and  the  conduft-  , 
ing  of  tht  bufinefs  was  left  wholly  to  gen.  Ward,  who ' 
wth  generals  Thomas  and  Spencer,  commanded  on  that 
iquarter^    They  had  been  for  fome  time  ^  coflefting  faf- 
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^71^  csocSf  ffmjioas,  &c«  tmkinwfii  to  gau  WafiiH^tDo,  is 
nqxi&ttHm  that  die  ^mcivoidd  be  wanted  far  this  par- 
pofe.  Had  dicf  nx  pfaaifed  fbch  Ibctfi^  k  is  ID  be 
much  doubced  idiedicr  dicjr  could  have  been  in  fiifli- 
ckot  {arwvdxb.  The  mifida,  ivhicfa  ndc  called  fir 
fmm  die  New  England  cdonies  to  afiift  in  fimc  grand 
opcradon  nieant  to  be  undertaken  between  the  firft  of 
Fdxuary  and  die  end  of  March,  coUe&ed  2pact ;  but 
the  want  of  arms  was  prodigious.  Ever^  thii^  was 
carried  on  with  die  utmofl:  e]q)edidon ;  that  fo  the  hd^ts 
might  be  occupied  as  ibon  as  poflibk.  Thcdefignwas 
no  iecre^  and  many  were  fearful,  that  gau  Howe  would 
fecure  them  before  the  Americans;  but  he  could  not* 
^>arc  a  Aifficient  force  for  the  purpofc.  Not  only  fo, 
but  there  was  neither  w^er  nor  covering  upon  the 
heights ;  and  had  a  corps  been  employed  by  him  tog^ 
die  pofleflion  ef  them,  it- would  have  been  in  danger 
of  being  iurrounded,  of  having  its  communication  cut 
o^,  and  of  being  obliged  to  furrcndcr,  in  kfs  than  twen- 
ty-four hours,  through  the  feverity  of  the  weather. 

26,  The  Americam  had  got  forty-five  batteaus,  each  to 
carry  eighty  men,  and  two  floating  batteries,  ftadoned 
at  the  mouth  of  Cambridge  river  j  by  the  help  of  thefe, 
they  meant  to  rufti  into  the  weft  of  Bofton,  fhould  the 
enemy  make  a  ferious  affair  of  Dorchefter.  A  council 
of  war  was  called  to  fix  the  time  tor  going  upon  the 
heights.  The  quarter  mafter  general,  col.  Mifilin,  was 
fummoned  to  the  council  for  the  firft  time.  He  went 
prepoffefled  in  favor  of  the  night  of  March  the  4th,  a 
friend  having  reminded  him,  that  probably  the  aftion 
would  be  the  next  day ;  and  that  it  would  have  a  won^ 
dcrful  effed  upon  the  fpirits  of  the  New  Englanders,  to 
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tell  them  when  abo\3t  engaging — "  Remember  the  fifdt  177^, 
of  Marchj  and  avenge  yourfelves  for  the  maflacre  at 
Bofton,"  When  required  to  give  his  opinion,  he  fpake 
in  favor  of  the  aforementioned  night,  and  fupported 
it  in  oppofition  to  the  contrary  fentlment  of  gen.  Gates, 
who  for  fome  reafons  deemed  it  an  improper  time- 
After  a  debate^  it  was  carried  for  that  night,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one.  It  was  concluded,  tliat  feveral  regiments 
of  militia  from  the  neighbouring  towns,  fliould  march 
ijij  and  do  duty  for  a  few  days  on  the  lines  of  Dorchef^ 
tcr  and  Roxbury,  Among  other  preparations  which 
had  been  making  againft  the  day  of  aftion,  the  doftors, 
furgeonsj  mates,  &c,  had  been  preparing  two  thoufand 
bandages  for  broken  legs,  arms,  and  dangerous  wounds*' 
Though  this  circumftance  was  well  known  in  camp,  the 
lanen  did  not  appear  daunted  at  the  idea  of  the  horrid 
carnage  it  imparted.  There  was  a  fpirit  of  animation 
among  them,  intimating  a  ftrong  defire  of  coming  to 
blows  with  the  enemy.  To  conceal  the  defign  of  the 
Americans,  and  to  divert  the  enemy's  attention,  a  very 
heavy  fcrvicc  of  cannon  and  mortars  began  to  play  upon  ■, 
the  town,  between  ten  and  eleven,  on  Saturday  night,  2, 
from  Cobble --hill,  Lechmere's-pointj  and  Lamb*s-dam, 
a  fortified  battery  at  Roxbury,  The  firing  was  cond- 
nucd  all  that,  and  the  two  fucceeding  nights.  The 
firft  night,  two  feven  inch,  and  one  ten  inch,  and  the 
cpy^gr^/s  mortar  burft  ;  the  Uft  after  firing  twice  or  thrice. 
Till  the  Saturday  night,  the  enemy  did  not  believe  that 
the  continentals  had  fo  many  warlike  inftrumehts.  But 
Mr.  Henry  Knox,  who  was  unanimoufly  elefted  by  con- 
grefs  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  the  17  th  of 
Jaft  November,  tad  been  to  Tyconderoga,  and  brought 
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^n^'  cincs,  gabions,  &c.  unknown  to  gen.  Wafliington^'  in* 
expeftation  that  the  fanne  would  be  wanted  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  Had  they  not  praftifed  fuch  forefight,  it  is  to  be 
much  doubted  whether  they  could  have  been  in  fuffi- 
cient  forwardnefs.  The  militia,  which  were  called  for 
from  the  New  England  colonies  to  aflift  in  fome  grand 
'  opei-ation  nr^eant  to  be  undertaken  between  the  firft  of 
February  and  the  end  of  March,  colledted  apace ;  but 
the  want  of  arms  was  prodigious.  Every  thing  was 
carried  on  with  the  utmoft  expedition ;  that  fo  the  heights 
might  be  occupied  as  foon  as  poffible.  The  defign  was 
no  fecret,  and  many  were  fearful,  that  gen.  Howe  would 
fecure  them  before  the  Americans;  but  he  could  not* 
fpare  a  fufficient  force  for  the  purpofc.  Not  only  fo, 
but  there  was  neither  water  nor  covering  upon  the* 
heights ;  and  had  a  corps  been  employed  by  him  to  gain 
the  poffeffion  of  them,  it- would  have  been  in  danger 
of  being  llirrounded,  of  having  its  communication*  cut 
o^,  arid  of  being  obliged  to  furrender,  in  lefs  than  twen- 
ty-four hours,  tlirough  the  feverity  of  the  weather. 

2&  The  Americans  had  got  forty-^five  batteaus,  each  to 
carry  eighty  men,  and  two  floating  batteries,  ilatipned 
at  the  mouth  of  Cambridge  river  j  by  the  help  of  thcfe, 
they  meant  to  rufli  into  the  weft  of  Bofton,  Ihould  the 
enemy  make  a  ferious  affair  of  Dorchefter.  A  council 
of  war  was  called  to  fix  the  time  tor  going  upon  the 
heights.  The  quarter  mafter  general,  col.  Mifilin,  was 
fummoned  to  the  council  for  the  firft  time.  ^  He  went 
prepoflefled  in  favor  of  the  night  of  March  the  4tb,  a 
friend  having  reminded  him,  that  probably  the  adion 
would  be  the  next  day ;  and  that  it  would  Jhave  a  won-^ 
derful  effeit  upon  the  fpirits  of  die  New  Englanders,  to 
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fcir  them  when  about  engaging—"  Remember  thefifHi  ifyfc 
of  March,  and  avenge  yoUrfelves  for  the  nmflacFe  at 
Bofton.'*  When  required  to  give  his  opinion,  he  fpakc 
in  favor  of  die  aforementioned  night,  and  fupported 
it  in  oppofitbn  to  the  contrary  fentiment  of  gen.  Gates^ 
who  for  fome  reafons  deemed  it  an.in)propcr  tin^. 
After  a  debate,  it  was  carried  for  that  night,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one.  It  was  concluded,  that  feveral  regiments  •  ^ 
of  militia  from  the  neighbouring  towns,^  ihould  marcli 
in,  and  do  duty  for  a  few  days  on  the  lines  of  Dorchef-- 
ter  and  Roxbury.  Among  other  preparations  which. 
Btad  been  making  againil  the  day  of  adion^  the  dodors^ 
lurgeons^  mates,  &oc.  had  been  prq>aring  two  thoufand* 
bandages  for  broken  legs,  arms,  and  dangetx)iis  wounds.* 
Though  this  circumftance  was  well  known  in  camp,  the 
isnen  did  not  appear  daunted  at  the  idea  of  the  horrid 
carnage  it  imparted.  There  was  a  fpiritof  animatioit 
among  them,  intimating  a  ftrong  defire  of  combg  to 
blows  with  the  enemy.  To  conceal  the  defign  of  the 
Americans,  and  to  divert  the  enemy's  attention,  a  very 
heavy  fervice  of  cannon  and  mortars  began  to  play  upon  ** 
the  town,  between  ten  and  eleven,  on  Saturday  night,  z. 
from  Cobble-hill,  Lechmere's-point,  and  Lamb's-dam, 
a  fortified  battery  at  Roxbury.  The  firing  was  conti^ 
Dued  all  that,  and  the  two  fucceeding  nights.  The 
firft  night,  two  feven  inch,  and  one  ten  inch,  and  the 
cpngre/s  mortar- burft ;  the  laft  after  firing  twice  or  thrice. 
Till  the  Saturday  night,  the  enemy  did  not  believe  that 
the  continentals  had  fo  many  warlike  inftrumehts.  But 
Mr.  Henry  Knox,  who  was  unanimoufly  eleftedby  con- 
grefs  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  the  17  th  of 
tett  November,  "h^been  to  Tyconderoga,  and  brought 
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vrj«.  frotn  thence  and  Crown  Point,  acrofi  the  lakes,  t^hlle^ 
frozen  fufficient  to  bear  cannons,  mortars  and  howitzci^,. 
to  the  number  of  fifty  and  better.     Shells  &c.  they  had 
got  from  the  king's  ftore  at  New  York,  and  out  of  the 
ordnance  brig.     The  csUinonade  and  bombardment  did 
little  damage,   only  fhattered  fome  houfes  and  hurt  a 
few  foldicrs. 
Mar.      All  things  being  ready  cm  the  Monday ;  as  foon  as 
^      the  evening  admits,  the  expedition  goes  forward.    The 
covering  party  of  800  men:  lead  the  way ;  then  come 
the  carts  with  the  intrenching  tools ;  after  them  the  main 
working  body  of  about  1206  under  gen.  Thomas:  a. 
train  of  more  than  300  carts,  loaded  with  fafcines,  hay 
in  bundles  of  7  or  800  weight,  &c.  clofe  the  martial 
proceffion.    The  bundles  of  hay  are  defigned  for  Dor- 
chefter  Neck,  which  is  very  low,   and  expofed  to  be 
raked  by  the  enemy  5  and  are  to  be  laid  on  die  fide  next 
to  them,  to  cover  the  Americans  in  pafling  and  repaC- 
fipg.    Every  man  knows  his  place  and  bufincfs.     The 
covering. party,  when  upon  the  ground,  divides;  half 
goes  to  the  point  nearefl:  to  Bofton,  the  other  to  that 
.    next  to  the  caftle.    All  poflible  filence  is  obferved.    But 
there  is  no  occafion  to  order  the  whips  to  be  taken  fitnn 
the  waggoners,  lefl:  their  impatience,  and  the  difficulty 
of  the  roads  fhould  induce  them  to  make  ufe  of  them, 
and  occafion  an  alarm  *.     The  whips  ufed  by  the  drivers 
of  thefe  ox-carts,    are  not  formed  for  making  much 
noife,  and  can  give  no  alarm  at  a  diftance.     The  men 
in  driving  their  oxen  commonly  make  moft  noiie  with 
their  voices;  and  now  a  regard  to  their  own  (afcty  dft- 

♦  Sec  the  Marquis  dc  ChaScllcaux's  Tiarels  in  North  Amcricajr 
Tol,  ii.  p,  275, 
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tates  to  them,   to  fpcaK  to  their  cattle,  as  they  move  *77^ 
on,  in  a  whilpering  note.     There  are  no  bad  roads  to 
require  an  exertion ;  for  the  froft  having  been  of  long 
continuance,  they  are  fo  hard  frozen,   as  to  be  quite 
good.     The  wind  lies  to  carry  what  noife  cannot  be 
avoided  by  driving  the  flakes  and  picking  againft  the 
ground,  (ftill  frozen  above  eighteen  inches  deep  in  many 
places)  into  the  harbour  between  the  town  and  the  caftle, 
fo  that  it  cannot  be  heard  and  regarded  by  any  who  have 
no  fufpicion  of  what  is  carrying  on,  efpecially  as  there 
is  a  continued  cannonade  on  both  fides.     Many  of  the 
carts,  make  three  trips,  fome  four  -,  for  a  vaft  quantity 
of  materials  has  been  coUefted,    efpecially  chandeliers 
.and  fafcines.    Jiy  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  troops  have 
raifed  two  forts,  one  upon  each  hill,  fufEcIent  to  defend 
them  from  fmall  arms  and  grape  fhot.     The  night  is 
remarkably  mild,  a  finer  for  working  could  not  have 
been  felefted  out  of  the  three  hundred  and  fixty-five. 
They  continue  working  with  the  utmofl:  fpirit,  till  re- 
lieved the  Tuefday  morning  about  three.     It  is  fo  hazy    5. 
below  the  heights,  that  the  men  cannot  be  feen,  though 
it  is  a  bright  moon-light  night  above  on  the  hills.     It 
is  fome  time  after  day  break  before  the  minifterialifts  in 
Bofton  can  clearly  difcern  the  new  eredted  forts.     They^ 
loom  to  great  advantage,  and  are  thought  to  be  much 
larger  than  is  really  the  cafe.     General  Howe  is  afto* 
nilhed  upon  feeing  what  has  been  done  -,  feratches  his 
head,  and  is  heard  to  fay,  "I  know  not  what  I  fhaU 
do ;  the  rebels  have  done  more  in  one  night,  than  my 
whok  army  would  have  done  in  months."     The  admi- 
ral informs  him,   that  if  the  Americans  poflefs  thofe 
heights,  he  cannpt  keep  one  of  hi?  majefty's  fliips  in  the 
Vol.  n.  O  harlwur. 
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J776.  h^bour.    A  council  of  war  determines  to  atteippt  dif^ 
lodging  them.  ' 

General  Wafhington  has  fettled  his  plan  of  defence 
and  offence.  Bofton  is  fo  furrounded  on  every  land  fide 
by  neighbouring  hills,  that  nothing  can  take  place  on 
the  wharfs  or  next  to  the  water>  but  it  may  be  noted  by 
the  help  of  glafles.  Proper  fignals  having  been  agreed 
On,  by  means  of  the  hills»  which  are  in  view  one  of 
another.  Intelligence  can  be  conveyed  inflantiy  front 
porchefter  heights  to  Roxbury,  and  from  Roxb«ry  to 
Cambridge,  and  fo  the  reverfe.  This  mode  of  com- 
municating  information  is  the  fpeedieft  and  fafefl.  Gen. 
Wafliington's  plan  is,  in  cafe  any  number  of  the  enemy 
leave  Bofton  to  attack  the  heights  and  are  defeated^  to 
communicate  fuch  defeat  by  the  proper  fignal,  when 
^bco  provincials  are  to  crofs  over  from  Cambridge  fide, 
and  attenapt  the  town  in  the  confufion  that  the  regulai;s 
will  be  under.  The  boats  are  prepared,  and  the  liien 
paraded  ready  to  embark.  Gen.  Sullivan  commands 
'^-  the  firft  divifion,  and  gen.  Greene  thefecond.  Gen. 
Heath  objefted  to  the  command  when  offered,  sind  re- 
mains In  perfeft  fafety  with  the  troops  left  in  Cambridge* 
The  whole 'force  which  the  commander  in  chief  now 
has,  including  all  the  militia,  is  not  much  fhort  of 
16,000. 

All  is  hurry  and  buftle  in  Bdton.  Gen^  Howe  order$ 
the  ladders  in  town  to  be  cut  ta  ten  feet  lengths,  that 
they  may'  be  fit  for  fcaling.  A  large  body  of  troops 
are  to  embark  oq  board*  the  tr^nfports^  and  to  proceed 
da*vn  the  harbour,  with  a  view  of  landing  in  the  hJfebw. 
Between  the  furtheft  of  the  tvi^b  fortified  hilk  and  thtf 
caftle.      'the   men   are  obfervcd  by  oiic>  at  i^f< 
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doof  the/  are  diuiim  t^  beftm  embarking  tSo  kk^^S^^Tt^ 
general^^  pale^»id  deje^^i  and  are  hoard  to  %5  '^k 
wifl  be  another  Bank^s^fll  afiyr  or  worfe^'-^Miicy  havu 
adopoai  the  prev^ing  miftake  of  BimkePs  foi^  Bfeeti^a^ 
hilh     Some  fhow  greats  re&hitkxi|  and  boa&  of  what 
they  will  do  with  the  rebels.  WEen- thefe  tioc^^  anMimtk 
ing  «)  i^ut  aood,  mi  ^fi^ed  to  be  voiAtt  the  (SoiA^     ^  ^ ' 
mafid  ef  lord  Percy,  am  xip&ri  the  wb^>  ttnd  j)ailklg         ^  ^ 
in  Ae  b^«i$  to  the  trai^portsi  ^4  Aftierkam  0^pi^  th^ 
art^  im€»d€d  for  an  iitiniediat^  attack^  chp  t^r  handi 
for  joy,  aifd  wifH  tii^m  to  come  on.    Gen,  Wafkingtofii 
h^^«  ^t  that  inftam  to  be  on  one  of  the  he%htftf  ^^ 
thitiksk  with  his  imn  >  aifd  %s^  to  thofe  who  are  ac  hand^  : 
— "  Rem^nber  it  is  the  flfdi  of  March,  and  aTeuge  thcr/. 
death  of  yotff  brethren."    It  is  irtftaraly  afked-  1^  fuci^ 
ast^e  not  near  enough  so  hcar^*— "*  What  fays  the,  gehe^     • 
ral  ?**  Ris  words  are  given  in  anfwer.     They  fly.  bom,  ' 
msjt%  tO'iTian  tfcrdugh  all  the  troops  trpon  die  fpot,  andr 
add  fuel  to  the  martial  fire  already  kindled,  and  bum^  • 
ing  with  uncommcm  inlenfenefs.    The  furrounding  hifir^  • 
arid'  eteva^ibhs  about  Bofton,  affording  a  fecure  view  ci 
titc  groarid  on  which  the  contending  parties  are  expeft-^ 
ed  to  ettgage,  *e  aHve  wkh^  the  numerous  fpedatonf 
that  throf^  thenfk   '  A  more  interefting  and  bloody  fceiw 
is  apprehended  to  bejuft  upon  commencing,  than  v^bai? 
piiefented  at  Charkftewiw.    They  wait>.  as  cfo  die  troops^ 
ofiicers  and  private,  the  morning  throu^^  and  till:  far 
into  flie  afternoon^  when-  they  a^e  convinced  of  tJ^  €idsf% 
bdng  fo  far  cUbcd^  «teit  no  aixack  cati  be  macje  by  g^a^ 
HSwe  Mr  the  Tuefitay,  which  indeed  k  noe  his  ini:cik.* 
tfen',  for  he  is  pf^p^in^  to  do  ir  cw  theWbdnefiiafi 

-      -  0  a  a  float- 
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i77^*ft  floatmg  battery  is  alfo  towed  down,  but.  the  wind  is 
unfavorable,  and  before  they  reach  their  deftination  blows 
up  frelh,  and  forces  three  of  the  veffels  aftiore  on  Go- 
vernor's Ifland.  A  ftorm  fucceeds  at  night,  fuch  as 
few  remember  ever  to  have  heard  ;  and  toward  morn- 
ing it  rains  exceffively  hard. 
Mar.  .The  defign  of  geri.  Howe  was  hereby  fruftrated,  and 
a  deal  of  bloodfhed  providentially  prevented.  A  coun- 
cil of  war  was  called  in  the  morning,  and  agreed  ta 
evacuate  the  town  as  loon  as  poffible.  The  time  that 
had  been  gained  by  the  Americans  for  ftrengthening 
their  works,  before  any  attempt  could  be  now  made 
upon  them,  took  away  all  hope  of  fuccefs ;  which  would 
have  been  more  precarious  than  expefted,  by  Teafon  of 
col.  MifHin's  having  advifed  to,  and  provided  a  large 
niHTiber  of  barrels,  filled  with  ftones,  gravel  and  fapd, 
that  were  placed  round  the  works,  to  be  rolled  down 
and  break  the  lines  of  any  hoftile  advancing  trpops, 
when  afccnding  the  hills.  He  is  entitled  to  much 
praife  for  all  his  ejfertions,  and  particularly  for  his  cpn- 
du6l  on  this  occafion.  There  was  a  full  fupply  of  teams 
and  other  requifites  for  the  fervice ;  and  though  the  men 
were  for.  a  while  without  cover,  and  fufFered  from  the 
rain  and  cold,  yet  before  Thurfday  evening  he  had  a  ' 
number  of  barracks  up  j  they  having  been  framed  be- 
forehand,   and  brought  upon  the  ground  on  Monday 

^,  night.  There  was  a  general  hurry  and  confufion  in  Bof- 
•ton;  both  troops  and  tories  were  as  bufy  as  poffible  in 
preparing  to  quit  die  town,  and  to  carry  off  alfc  they 
could  of  their  military  ftores  and  valuable  effefts.  TKe 
number  of  tranfports  and  veffels  was  Ihort  of  what  were 
ivanted.      In  the  beginning  of  laft  Novencjber,   gen. 

Howe 
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Howe  received  a  letter  from  lord  Dartmouth,  adviling  t^i6^ 
to  the  evacuation  of  Bofton,   and  the  removal  of  his  ' 
troops  to  New  York.     He  excufed  himfelf  by  pleading 
he  had  not  fufficient  (hipping.     He  was  now  obliged  to 
evacuate  with  fewer. 

A  flag  was  fent  out  from  the  fcledt  men,  acquiring     ^ 
gen.  Wafhington  with  the  intention  qf  the  troops,  and 
that  gen.  Howe  was  difpofed  to  leave  the  town  Hand- 
ing, provided  he  could  retire  uninterrupted  by  the  couni-  - 
try.     Gen,  Wafhington  brought  himfelf  under  no  obli- 
gation; but  expreffed  himfelf  in  words,  which  admit-    _; 
ted  of  a  favorable  conflniftion,  and  intimated  his  good 
wifties  for  the  towns-people*     He  was  at  a  lofe  to  know 
where  it  was  that  gen.  Howe  intended  going ;  and  though 
inclined  to  believe  it  was  Halifax,  yet,  to  guard  again!]: 
the  evil  of  a  miftake,  while  the  Britifli  were  prepari/ig 
to  be  gone,  he  fent  off  the  riflemen  by  land  to  New 
York,  to  aflift  in  iecuring  that  city,  \ 

General  How<{  iflued  a  proclamation,   ordering  all     g*  , 
woollen  and  linen  go€)ds  to  be  delivered  to  Crean  Brufb 
efq;  he  they  in  whofe  hands  they  might.     Sundry  fhopr*  xo^ 
belonging  to  perfons  in  ^e  country,  were  broke  open, 
.and  all  the  goods,  of  whatever  fort  or  kind,  taken  out 
by  the  faid  BruQi,  and  put  on  board  fhip  to  be  con- 
veyed away.     The  next  day  fhops  were  dripped  by  him 
of  all  their  goods,   though  the  owners  were  in  towr* 
There  was  a  licentious  plundering  of  fhops,  ftores  and   n. 
dwelling  houfes,    by  foldiers   and  failors,  carrying  de^.  , 
flruftion  wherever  they  went :  what  they  could  not  carry 
away,  they  deflroyed.     The  next  day  the  fame  fcenes 
were  renewed,  though  exprefsly  forbid  in  orders,  and 
the  guilty  threatened  with  death,  if  detedted  in  that  or 

O  3  »         firing 
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-1776.  firing  a  houfe.     The  ftreets  were  barricaded  In  diflferetit 

^*^*  parts  of  the  town,  and  dilpofitions  made,  as  though  t^jie 
troops  would  foon  take  their  departure.  Stores,  &c 
>yere  plundered  by  failors  fronn  the  Ihips  of  war,  led  by 
their  officers  under  pretence  of  orders  from  the  admir- 

r  jf  i*al.  Proclamation  was  made  by  the  crier  for  every  in- 
habitant to  keep  to  his  houfe  from  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  till  night,  left  they  fhould  annoy  the  troops 
in  their  intended  embarkation;  but  the  wind  coming 
about  to  eaft,  they  moftly  returned  to  their  barracks  again. 

i6»  The  troops  waiting  only  for  a  fair  wind  to  embarlu 
had  litde  elfe  to  ftudy  but  mifchicf,  which  they  prac- 
tifed  to  a  great  degree,  by  breaking  open  ftores  and 
*  toffing  the  contents,  being  private  property,  into  the 
dock  J  deftroying  the  furniture  of  every  houfe  they  couW 
get  into,  and  otherwife  committing  every  kind  of  waiv- 
tonnefs,  which  difappointed  malice  could  fuggeft 
ly,  A  breaft  work  was  difcovered  to  be  thrown  i^  by  tke 
Americans  ^t  Nook's-hill  on  Porchcftcr  pcniiUula, 
which  from  its  proximity,  had  an  entire  comnfiand  of 
Bofton  Neck  and  the  fouth  end  of  the  tbwn«r-*«  work 
which  the  king's  troops  had  moft  fearfully  dreaded,  fa 
confequence  of  it,  they  began  to  embark  at  four  4d^c1o<^ 
in  the  morning,  and  were  all  on  board  and  under  fail 
before  ten  *.  When  it  was  certain  that  they  iwere  quite 
•gone,  fearch  was  made,  for  fear  of  what  mi^t  be,  and 
fires  were  difcovered  in  feveral  houfes  fo  circumftanced 
0s  to  intimate  a  defign  of  fetting  them  on  fire,  which 
was  happily  fruftrated.     Nothing  but  prevaiKng  prejw- 

+  Moft  of  the  above  from  March  the  fixtb^t  is  t|te»  from  the  ma- 
nufcript  journal  of  a  gentleman  who  CQUtinued  jll  BoAqDi  wbile  ix)  the 
K^ds  of  the  Britith  genej:ab»  •  - 

9  liicc 
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dice  will  impute  ;fuch  defign  to  any  other  th^ln' feme  11(9-^  £7335. 
principled  privates.;,  though  m  officer  erf  rank  v«j 
ftrongly  fufpefted  of  having  pknjdered  under  an,  cffipifi 
charafter,  and  of  haviijig  connived  at  the  rafca^y  ccyoir 
duA  of  fmalkr.  villains.  What  fo.haftencd  the  Britifli 
upon  a  fight  of  the  works  on  Nook^fi-iwil,  was  pipbayf 
an  apprehcnfion,  that  the  Aniericans 'would  poflfefetheWr 
felves  of  Noddle's  Ifland,  and  by  erefting  batteries  ^ait 
-both  plac^,  enclofe  the  harbour  with  the  fire  <rf  their 
.cannon-  When  the  king's  troops  withdrew  from'  Cbarkt 
town,  they  left  fentries  (landing  as  ufual  with  their  fii?o^ 
locks  fhouidered  -,  but  it  was  ioon  fuipe£ted  what  regiw 
ment  they  belonged  tOj  and  that  they  were  only  effigies 
iet  there  by  the  flying  enemy-  It  appears  by  ooe  of  .  * 
the  orderly  books  which  was  kft  behind,  that  Aek  force  ''  *- 
was  7575,  exclufive  of  the  ftafFi  fo  that  with  the  ma- 
rines and  failors,  Howe  might  have  been  coafider^  m 
jo,ooo  ftrong,  had  it  not  been  for  the  mutual  jealoufia 
which  took  place  .betweoi  the  army  and  navy. 

The  dilKculties  which  the  troops  wepc  under,  fi^ttl  . 
being  fo  unexpededly  oHig^  tp  evacuate  Bofton,  wofc 
much  increafed  by  the  numl^cr$  who  were  under  the  nc^ 
ceffity  of  removing  with  them.  Many  who  Fere  difaf* 
ifeftcd  to  the  American  caufe  had  fled  dicne  with  tteir 
families  for  ftfety  j  befide  thefe,  there  wtrt  not  a  few  erf" 
the  tjld  inhabitants,  who  conclvrfed  it  was  far  nEKjre  pru^ 
dent  for  them  to  withdraw  than  renoaih,  JBofh  togethec, 
^ith  their  families,  niade  up  fomc  hundreds,  and  with 
their  efFe£b  encumbered  the  tranfports ;  to  which  mwft 
be  added  the  plunder  taken  from  the  town,  confifth^ 
of  furniture  and  various  other  articles  of  a  bulky  naturt. 
The  luddenneis  (rf  die  evacuation  .prevented  an  zpfii* 

0'4  cation 
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» 77^*  cation  to  Halifax  for  a  fupply  of  fhipping  to  leflfcn  the 
cmbarraffments.  When  the  fleet  got  down  to  King 
and  Nantalket  roads^  they  remained  there  feveral  days, 
and  during  that  period,  burnt  the  block-houfe  and  bar-i 
racks  on  Caflle  Ifland,  blowed  up  and  demolifhed  the 
fortifications ;  but  they  did  not  undertake  to  carry  off 
the  cannbn,  and  only  attempted  rendering"  them  unfer* 
viceable,  which  was  effedted  as  to  feveraL 

General  Walhington  was    foon  acquainted  with  the 

evacuation  of  the  town,  when  meafures  were  taken  to 

preferve  the  peace  and  order  of  it,  by  placing  guards 

and  giving  diredions  as  to  the  admiflion  of  perfons  into 

,  it.     The  day  of  evacuating,  being  the  fabbath,  was  in 

Mar.  favor  of  regularity.  On  the  Monday  his  excellency  fent 
^  '  off  five  regiments  under  gen.  Heath.  After  marching 
about  a  hundred  miles,  they  embarked  and  went  from 
New  London  through  the  So^nd  to  New  York  by  wa- 
tei*.  The  reft,  excepting  a  few  which  were  left. in  Bof- 
ton,  took  the  fame  route^  when  the  fleet  put  to  fea. 
The  American  army  was  well  fupplied  with  flour,  while 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton,  without  any  particular 
interruption,  owing  to  capt,  Wallace's  having  been  or^ 
dered  to  cruife  about  Rhode  Ifland,  inftead  of  off  New 
London.  Confequently  the  flour  for  the  army  alway  • 
got  fafe  from  JN^ew  York  or  elfewhere  to  New  London, 
from  thence  to  Norwich,  and  then  by  land  to  the  ^Dlace 
of  deftination.  About  a  week  after  the  evacuation,  the 
Britifli  fleet  failed,  as  was  fooii  known,  for  Halifax ;  but 
commodore  Banks  was  left  with  two  or  three  men  g( 
war  to  proteft  the  veffels  that  ftiould  arrive  from  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland ;  fome  of  which  will  undoubtedly  be 
t^cji  notwithftanding  fuch  precaution*      It  was  but 


A  It  £  R  J  C  A  N      R  Jg  V  O  L  1/  T  I  0  K«  M>t. 

three  days  before  the  evacuation,  that  capt.  Manly  took  «71*»*^ 
a  .tranfport  of  400  tons  burden,  laden  with  peas,  pota«- 
toes,  pork,  four  crout,  and  ten  package  of  medidne. 

When  admiifion.  into  Bofton  was  allowed,  the  Aoie^ 
rican  troops  were  very  defirous  of  feeing  the  town.  Manl" 
of  them  came  from  inland  places,  and  were  never  in  * 
fea-port ;  their  curiofity  was  much  excited  on  a  viarietf 
of  accounts.  But  the  fmall-pox  was.  in  feveral  pans  of 
it ;  and  therefore  they  only,  who  were  pall  the  difdrder> 
were  to  be  admitted.  Such  howevef  was  the  defire  qC 
numbers,  that  they  were  guilty  of  a  deception,  to  obtain 
entrance.  The  thought  of  being  liable  to  catch  the  dit 
temper  would  have  terrified  them  in  the  higheft  degree 
a  little  while  backs  but  to  gratify  a  different  paffioi^  *  ^ 
they  fupprefTed  their  fears^.  which  might  operate  for  the 
jH-e venting  of  their  taking  the  infedtion.  The  worki 
of  the  enemy  naturally  engaged  their  attention.  Thcfet 
by  judicious  perfons  •who  have  furveycd  them,  are  aci 
knowledged  to  be  excellent^  and  every  one  is  convinced, 
that  it  would  have  been  a  moft  hazardous  attempt  tci 
have  endeavoured  forcing  them. 

General  Wafhington  appointed  perlbns  to  procure  an , 
account,   and  to  take  care  of  the  articles  which  the' 
Britifh  troops  left  behind.     Befide  others,  there  were  at 
the  Cattle  Ifland  and  Bofton,    250  pieces  of  cannon, 
great  and  fmall,  more  than  half  of  which  may  be  ren- 
dered ferviceable  by  the  aids  of  ingenuity :  the  heavieft       ' 
have  been  the  leaft  injured-*-four  thirteen  and  a  half  inch 
mortars,   two  of  them  with  their  beds  weighing  five 
tons  each— 2,500  chaldron  of  fea  coal— 25,000  bufhels 
of   wheat— 2,300  bufhels  of  barley — 600  bufhels  of 
9ats— -1 00 jar^of  oil,  containing  a  barrel  each— and  1 50^ 

•"•  ^  horfc;^ 
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/77^horfcs.,  Some  of  the  ordnance  were  thrown  into  tbe 
water  -,  but  the  Americans  will  recover  them.  ,  The  joy 
pf  the  inhabitants,  whether  fuch  as  remained  in  town  or 
withdrew  for  perfonal  fecurityi  upon  finding  themfelyes 
reftored  to  the  fafe  and  peaceable  enjoymeitt  of  their  an- 
cient rights,  freed  from  what  they  deemed  an  odious  ty- 
rannical authority,  in  a  Ctuation  to  triumph  over  the 
difgrace  of  their  enemies,  and  with  the  profpedt  of  Ipeedy 
relief  from  the  diftreljes  which  they  had  been  under  for 
many  tedious  months — ^that  joy  is  more  eafily  conceived 
than  exprefled.  They  received  the  dcmimanider  in  chief 
with  every  mark  of  mfped  and  gi-atitucje>  Which  qw^ 
be  fhown  to  a  deliverer. 

Mar.      At  his  excellency's  requeft.  Dr.  Elliot  preached  » 

*  *    thankfgiving  fermon  on  the  opening  afrefh  of  the  Thurf* 

day's  ledure.    /That  you  may  not  be  at  the  trouble  pf 

:    turning  to  your  Bible,    take  his  text  in  manufcript^ 

:    **  Look  upon  Zion  the  city  of  our  folemnities :  tJiine 

eyes  fhall  fee  Jeruialem  a  quiet  habitation>  a  tabemack 

i    that  fhall  not  be  taken  down'*,    not  cme  of  the  .ftakes 

thereof  fhall  ever  be  removed,  neither  fhall  any  of  tfyc 

cords  thereof  be  broken."    When  you  are  minded  to 

examine  the  context,  look  for  ch^.  xxxiii.  20.  of  Ifaiah* 

The  general  and  a  number  of  ofHcers  attended.    A  duw 

ner  was  provided  for  his  excellency  and  odier  gendemeii 

in  public  and  private  life.     The  day  after  the  lefturc,  the 

*9*  Mafiachufett's  council  and  houfe  of  reprefentatiycs  coBi- 
plimented  him  in  a  joint  addrels.  They  took  notice^ 
among  many  other  things,  of  his  attei^tion  to  the  civil 
conftitution  of  the  ccdony  -,  of  the  regard  he  had  alway 
ihown  for  the  lives  and  health  of  thofe  under  his  com^ 
mandj^  •of  tis^  having  aaen4ed  to  the  preiervatioo  4^ 

their 


4thtir  metropolis,  m  <iie  ^tJifit  paffiffioo  "bf  which  ihcy  *?!*• 
4I0W  were>  without  that  <fl^iaa  of  blood  d)^  fp  mw^ 
^iviihe4  ^  avdid  Wh^i  thejr  cpi^rd&d  their  ^Eood 
wiflies  for  hini  at  dieidafe,  Aey  Ugaa  with,  «  May 
you  ftill  go  on,  a^>rofir«d  by  heaven,  r€v<r^  by  41 
good  mem,  and  driad^  by  tbofe  tyrmta  whu  daitajd^ 
ifellow  men  as  their  jn-operty^-^dfioiihcd  with,  "Mif 
iuture  generations  in  the  peaceful  enpysoMt  of  that  fy»^ 
Portly  the  exerd&  ^  whkh  your  iwisrd  ikd}  have  4&ir 
liKihed*  raife  tl»  richeft  and  mcft  fafiiog  nEionumnm  -ip 
4he  name  of  a  fFio/hmgtm.'*  Hh  tnfwcrwas  pSQipcib 
moderate,  and  becoming  kU  fituatian.  U  will  be  t»  Jbp 
.honor  to  mention,  that  in  private  OMvetiiMiAii,  he  incr 
jfrdfed  himfdf  tx)  thi^  puT|)o(e;  •*  The  rpcoway  «f 
iBofton,  by  the  fpeedy  9^t  of  the  coen^j,  is  oore  iaiu£* 
^£tory  than  a  victory  ^aixi^  ait  die  ^isg^eoce  of  mi«^ 
4dQod-Jhed/'  When  he  ient  ofiT  jeih  i^cpreis  cq  JUcd 
JStirling  H  New  York,  he  wri>ie,  «  Gfi«.  Howe  iftiafr- 
idened  Bofton  without  deftroying  it.  The  town  is  ki  n 
much  better  fiouation,  ajnd  k(s  onjufed  than  I  ciqieifk^ 
from  the  reports  I  had  received  h  tbov^  tt>  be  fure,  it  is 
^vtch  damaged,  and  many  hou&s  deipoUed  of  ibejr 
▼ahiable  furniture/'  The  faUfiWiAg  taofiCtSoie  of  Ae  ^^ 
3)erai  may  be  accepii^le.  A  gf»itknnaii  who  had  beard 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis  relate,  that  col.  Waftiipgton  had  : 
^mentioned— ^he  knew  of  tto  nui&c  £>  idea&ig  a3  the ; 
-^hiitiing  of  buUets  i  beuig  aloM  m  coavet&tiod  widi ' 
Jiim  at  Cambri^,  aCked  him  whether  it  was  as  had 
.been  related  j  tte  general  anft^rered-^^^  Jf  I  faidio,  k 
ivas  when  I  was  young*"  I^t  us  take  a  tranficntnatice 
«f  the  hardfhips  eitiperieaoed  by  the  £pfton  ii^iabiiaola^ 
«h£th^r  they  rcGRdiatd  j».the  83^%  Off . withdraw ^ma 
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»77^  it,  and  rcfided  clfewhere  till  the  evacuation.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  univerfal  profeflion  of  patriotiTm,  advan- 
tages were  too  generally  taken  for  oppreffing  them,  by 
extravagant  charges.  A  fenfible  writer  juftly  cenfured 
fuch  proceedings  in  the  Connefticut  gazette ;  and  com- 
plained, that  the  refugees  were  obliged  to  pay  far  higher 
rents  for  houfes  than  ufual,  and  in  fome  inftances  dou- 
ble. The  greateft  fufFerings  of  thofe  who  remained, 
arofe  from  the  want  of  fuel  and  frefti  provifions,  not  to 
mention  fuch  as  refulted  from  the  prefence  of  the  Britifh 
^rmy  and  navy.  Frefli  provifions  were  not  alway  to  be 
had,  and  were  moftly  too  dear  for  the  lower  dais  to 
obtain ;  but  at  length  the  rationis'of  the  foldiers  were  fo 
plentiful,  that  by  the  aid  of  thefe  and  arrivals  frdm  EiJ- 
rope,  they  that  remained  in  the  town  had  a  tolerable 
fupply  of  pork,  peas,  falt-butter,  fweet-cril  and  bread, 
at  a  moderate  price.  But  the  intenfe  cold  of  the  lealbh 
rendered  the  want  of  fuel  extremely  grievous.  Famk-. 
lies,  which  had  been  accuftomed  toplenty,  were  obliged" 
to  burn  with  the  moft  fparing  hand,  and  to  fave  by  going 
to  -their  beds  very  early,  and  leaving  them  as  late.  Many 
kept  to  them  in  the  fharpeft  weather,  c^er  than  as  they 
got  up  to  drefs  their  viftuals  and  eat  their  meals.  Nunr- 
bers,  to  fupply  the  want  of  fuel,  pulled  up  the  floors  of 
their  houfes,  the  flairs,  and  whatever  offered.  The 
wooden  buildings,  taken  down  by  order  of  gen.  Hovirc, 
were  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  royal  refugees.  It 
was  as  much  charity  to  the  poorer  inhabitants  to  admit 
them  to  a  fmall  fire,  as  to  furnilh  them  with  vifhiab. 
You  mull  recoUeft  the  hard  frofts  you  have  in  Britain, 
once  in  a  great  number  of  years,  to  conceive  of  what 
periR^ns  mufl  endure  through  the  want  of  fqel,  frohi  the 

Jong 
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long  continued  frofts  of  this  country.  The  hoxifes  which « 77** 
the  Britifh  officers  inhabited  while  in  BoilDn,  were  gene- 
rally left  in  good  condition ;  but  afterward  much  da* 
ixiaged  when  tenanted  by  the  Americans^  whofe  (lile  of 
life  did  not  lead  them  to  pay  attention  to  neatneis  and 
elegance. 

New  Torky  moft  probably,  is  henceforward  to  be  the 
grand  fcene  of  aftion.  Gen.  Lee  has  left  the  city  fomc 
tijne,  and  is  gone  to  the  fouthward«  While  there,  he 
tQok  care  to  remove  the  good  cannon  on  the  battsery,  , 
and  at  the  king's  (lore,  amounting  to  about  a  hundml, 
to  a  place  of  fafety ;  a  third  of  them  are  thirty-two 
pounders.  He  alfo  drew  up  another  tremendous  oath 
to  be  adminiftered  to  the  tories,  and  lent  capL  Sears 
oyer  to  Queen's  county  with  it;  which  led  congreis  to^ 
refblve,  "  That  no  oath  by  way  of  tcft  be  impofed  upon,  . 
exa£bed  or  required  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  th^ 
colonies,  by  any  military  officer."  In  many  of  the  ftrects 
of  the  city  there  are  breaft-works,  barricado's,  &c.  an^ 
more  are  making,  together  with  forts  in  abundance, 
Aitual  fervice  began  in  the  colony.  A  Britifti  floop  fent  AprU 
her  boat  alhore  on  Staten  Ifland  to  get  water,,  and  a 
pauty  of  riflemen  took  the  boat  and  crew  prilbners. 
The  firing  between  the  floop  and  the  riflemen  lafl:ed  all 
day.  The  city,  in  a  week's  time,  was  tiironged  with 
provincials ;  and  it  might  be  concluded,  that  the  envi- 
rons were  not  yery  fafe  from  fo  undifciplined  a  multi- 
tude ;  but  there  are  few  inftances  of  fo  great  a  number 
of  troops  being  together  with  fo  little  mifchief  done  by 
them.  However  as  they  (efpecially  the  Connedticut  fol- 
diers,  whom  fome  pronounce  the  dirtiefl:  people  on  the 
continent)  are  not  particularly  attentive  to  cleanlinefi, 
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»t7<Sr  the  ovmcrs  of  the  houfeis  where  they  are  qHtrfttedf  If  • 
dtey  ^er  get  pofleffion  of  them>  muft  be  years  iiteleaiik 
ingthem,  unlefr  they  get  new  floors,  and  new  jAuftc* 
the  walls.     Gov.  Tryori  has  loft  his  credit  with  the  cki- 
zens,  and  is  now  Ipokcn  of  with  contenrjpt  and  difguft.' 

The  governor  of  Virginia,  Lord  Dunmore,  wtis  n^ 
lcf&  poptilar  than  Tryon  at  One  tinnc;  but  is  at  length 
as?  Kttle  refpefted  by  the  Virginians  as  the  other  is  by  the 
Ncfw  Yorkers.  The  meafrrrcs  he  has  continued  to  pirr* 
fue,  have  only  Increafcd,  inftead  of  diminifhing  the  gc* 
nefxf  refcntmeiir.  We  left  him  on  board  fliip  off  Mc^* 
fol!;:,  on  the  r4th  of  Deeennber,  and  coi.  RdbairH<Wire' 
ill  poffeflion  o(  the  town.  The  Liverpool  frigate  amvtrf 
from  Great  Britain.  Soon  after,  tho  captain  fent  a  fbg' 
of  tract  J  and  denranded  to  be  informed  whcthei^  his 
inagcftyV  fhipi  of  war  would  be  fupplied  fronri  the  ft  ore' 
With  provrfions :  the  reply  was  in  the  negative ;  and  Ae 
flVipgr  in  the  harbour  being  continually  annoyed  by  tber 
riitemen  from  behind  the  buildings  artd  warehdufeii'  on 
the  wharfs,  it  was  deterniined  to  diflodgc  them-  by  ^- 
ftroying  the  famel  Previous  notice  was  given,  that  thief 
wbmen,  children,  and  other  innocent  perfons,  mJghr 
Jan.,  remove  from  the  danger.  The  entrance  of  thff  Aeir' 
" '  year  was  fignalized  aft  four  o'clock  iH  the  morning,  by  z* 
Violent  tiannonade  from  the  Liverpool,  two  (loops  of'' 
war,  and  the  governor's  armed  fhip  the  Dtimtiore  j  fif- 
cfinded  by  parties  of  failors  and  m^ines,  who  kncfed' 
arid  fired  the  houfes  next  the  water.  Whe^e  buildings' 
inftead  of  being  covered  with  tile,  flate,  or  lead,  ar^  co- 
vered' with  fhingles,  (thin  light  pieces  of  fir  or  cediaf, ' 
half  a  yard  in  length',  and  about  fix  indiesf  brdad)  fct^ 
the'  wind  be  ever  fo  modcracr,  they  w8lt  opwi  bring" 
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flredr  be  l&Ay  to  communicate  die  confla^tion  to  a  ,,^^ 
diftance,  fhould  the  weather  be  dry,   by  die  lighted* 
^ming  (bingles  being  driven  by  the  force  of  the  flames 
to  the  tops  of  other  houfes.    Thut  it  haj^ned  hdte > 
and  moft  of  the  town  was  deftroyed.    Gol.  Howe,  by 
his  pofitive  orders  and  prefence,  did  aH  he  could  to  exrin^ 
guiiOh  the  fire ;  but  in  vain.     It  is  not  improbi^le^  that 
Ibmeof  the  foldiers  and  negroes,  rqgardlefs  of  aB  ortfers,  * 
inftead  of  extinguifhing,  ufed  ^1  thdr  endeavours  tor* 
Ijprcad  the  flames ;   and  thought  themfclvcs  juftifted,'  -  ^ 
upon  Ac  principle  of  the  property's  bdonging  tt>  pe^font' 
ininilcal  to  the  liberties  of  America.    A  part  of  Ae 
town  cfcaped ;  the  owners  were  moftly  whigs.    Thdr 
houfes  however,  were  afterward  valued,  and  then  bunie 
by  the  direftion  of  the  ruling  ci^l  aurfiorky.    Thut 
the  whole  town  was  reduced  co  a(hes,  that  the  enemy 
might  have  no  flielter,  (hould  th^  be  inclined  to  cfta^* 
WiA  a  pofl^  on  the  f^.    A  few  men  were  ISRcd  an«f 
wounded  on  both  fides  at  the  burning  of  Noffc^,  the 
nfioft  populous  and  confiderable  town  for  corhmercc  of  , 
any  in  the  colony.     It  contained  about  6coo  inhabitant^ 
and  many  in  alBuent  circumfl:ances.    The  whole  \dk\ 
cftimatcd  at  more  thaii  three  bundled  thoufand  pounc^^ 
freriing.    However  urgent  the  neceffity,  it  was  an  odious 
bailfnefs  for  a  governor  ro  be  himiclf  a  principal  a^tdf 
in  burning  and  deftroying  the  beft  town  in  his*  govern* 
mcnt.    The  Americans  afterward  cut  ofl^  every  poflfible 
refource  from  the  fliips,  burnt  and  deftroyed  the  houfes    - 
and  plantations  within  reach  of  the  water;  and  obKge4 
the  people,  cWefly  royalifts,  to  remove  with  their  catdff 
and  provifions  ftirther  into  the  country.    The  horrid 
d^eiSTes  bi^ught  trpki  numbers  dl  innocent  perlbn^  by 
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'*77^-  thefe  operations,  muft  pain  the  feelings  of  all  who'are 

not  hardened  by  a  party  fpirit. 

Governor  Martin  demands  our  next  attention.  Though 
he  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  on  board  a  fhip  of  war^ 
he  contennplated  the  reduftion  of  North  Carolina  to 
rpyal  obedience.     He  had  been  informed,  that  a  fijua-* 
dron  of  men  of  war,  with  feven  regiments,  under  the 
condu6l  of  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  lord  Cornwallis,  were 
tp  leave  Ireland  on  an  expedition  to  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  that  North  Ca^ 
rplina  was  their  firft,  if  not  principal  objeft*     He  knew 
alfo  that  gen.  Clinton,  with  a  fmall  detachment,  was  on 
his  way  to  meet  them  at  Cape  Fear.     He  had  for  fbmc 
time  formed  a  connexion  with  the  regulators  and  high- 
land-emigrants,   in  the  weftern  parts  of  the  province* 
To  thefe  people  he  fent  feveral  commiflions  for  the 
raifing  and    commanding   of  regiments,   and  granted 
another  to  Mr.  McDonald  to  adt  as  their  general.    He 
alfo  commanded  all  perfonsby  proclamation,  to  repair 
to  the  royal  ftandard,  which  was  to  be  ereded  by  the 
general  about  the  middle  of  February.       Tht  high:^: 
fenders  and  regulators  coUefted  and  imbodied  at  Crofe"' 
Creek  the  beginning  of  the  months  and  by  the  ipth 
amounted  to  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred.     Gen* 
Moore  heaiing  that  they  were  aflembling,  marched  with 
his  own  regiment,  and  all  the  militia  he  could  coUcft, 
Feb.  ^fc^o"^  ^^^o  i^  ^:>  ^^  ^^  important  poft  within  feven 
ij;-    nriiles  of  Crofs  Creek,  which  he  fec^red  on  the  15th. 
On  the  1 2th  they  marched  within  four  miles  of  him,  and 
io.    lent  in,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  the  governor's  proclamation^ 
a  manifefto,  and  a  letter  to  the  general,  which  he  an- 
fwered.     That  and  the  following  night  they  croffed  the 
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ii^orth-weft  river,  and  took  their  rome  to  Negro  Head '776 
Point.     On  information  hereof  gen.  Moore  fent  an  ex- 
prefs  to  col.  Cafwell,  who  was  upon  his  march  with  800 
men  to  join  him,  and  direfted  him  how  to  proceed  upoiir 
the  occafion.  Colonels  Lillington  and  Aftie  were  ordered, 
if  poflible,  to  reinforce  him ;  and  if  they  could  not,  ro  take 
poffeffion  of  Moore's  Creek  bridge^     The  general  pur- 
fued  the  enemy ;  but  did  not  come  up  with  them*     He 
propofed  getting  to  and.fecuring  the  bridge,  which  was 
,about  ten  miles  from  them.    Want  of  horfes  occafioned 
a  delay ;  but  col.  Lillington  had  taken  his  ftand  there 
juft  in  time,  and  the  next  afternoon  was  reinforced  by 
col.  Cafwell.     The  colonels  immediately  railed  a  fmall 
breaft  work,   and  deftroyed  part  of  the  bridge.     The 
next  morning  at  break  of  day>  an  alarm  gun  was  fired,  270 
direftly  after  which,  fearcely  leaving  the  Americans  a    , 
moment  to  prepare,   the  enemy  with  capt.  M'Cleod  x 
at  their  head  (gen.  McDonald  being  ill)  made  theii* 
attack.     Finding  a  fmall  intrenchment  next  the  bridge 
quite  empty,  they  concluded  that  the  Americans  had 
'  abandoned  their  poft,  and  in  the  mbft  furious  manner 
advanced  within  thirty  paces  of  their  bteaft  work  and 
artillery,  where  they  met  with  a  warm  receptioii.    Cap^ 
tains  M^Cleod  and  Campbell  fell  within  a  few  paces  qC 
it;  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  whole  army  was  put  to 
flight,  and  (hamefiiUy  abandoned  their  general,  who  was 
the  next  day  taken  prilbner.     They  loft  only  about  70* 
killed  and  wounded.*     The  Atnericans  had  only  two 
wounded,   one  of  whom   furvived.      The  conquerors 
took  13  waggons,  350  guns  and  fhot  bags,  about  150 
fwords  and  dirks,  and  1500  excellent  rifles.     The  joy 
diis  conqueft  dffFufed  among  the  North  Carolinians  is 
Vol.  II.  P  incon* 
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?77^ipconceIvable,  the  importance  of  it  being  heightened  by 
gen.  Clinton  and  lord  William  Campbell^  being  then 
^  Cape  -Fear  in  fan^uine  e;j:pe6lation  of  being  joined 
by  the  vanquifhed.  The  Americans  under  colonels 
Cafwell  and  Lillington  were  about  looo  ftrong.  Parties 
of  men  have  been  dLfpericd  throi^.gh  the  colony^  to  appre- 
hend fufpeded  perfons,  and  difirrn  :M  die  iiigiilanders 
and  regulators  routed  in  tl:e  battle,  who  are  difcharged 
if  privates,  but  the  officers  are  fecured.  It  was  but  a 
few  months  fince  capu  M'Cleo^ 

and  another  officer  took  a  iplemn  oath  before  the  com- 
mittee  at  Newbern,  that  their  bufinefs  in  North  Caro* 
lina  was  only  to  fee  their  friends  and  relations. 

In  Scufi  Carclinay  when  the  recommendiU:ion  of  the 
continental  congrefs  for  the  eftabiiihment  of  a  form  of 
government  cam^e  to  be  confidered,  a  great  part  of  the 
provincial  congrefs  oppofcd  tlie  meafure  ;  it  had  fo  much 
the  appearance  of  an  eternal  fcparation  from  a  country, 
by  a  reconciliation  with  which  many  yet  hoped  for  a  re- 
turn of  ancient  happinefs.-  While  they  were  fulpended 
on  this  important  debate,  an  exprefs  arrived  from.Sa- 
v^anah,  wi^h  the  aft  of  parliament,  pafTed  December 
^i>  I775>  confifcating  all  the  American  property  found 
floating  upon  the  water;  and  compelling  all  the  crews 
belonging  to  American  veflels,  without  diftinction  of 
pcrlbns,  to  f^rvc  as  common  failors  in  die  vBrkiib  fhips 
of  v.ar.  By  diis  ad  they  confidered  all  the  colonifts 
ffom  New  Hampihiie  to  Georgia  inc^ufively,  as  thrown 
out  of  the  king's  protection.  The  timely  arrival  of  it 
turned  the  fcalc,  filenccd  all  who  were  advocates  for  a 
reconciliation,  aud  produced  a  majority  for  an  indepcn- 
^x\i  CGofutytion,    In  lefc  than  an  hour  after  the  ad  was 
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rtad  in  the  convention,  an  orcfer  ^as  il!lit'4  to  fefec^fer  1^7^^ 
the  public,  a  Jamaica  vefTel  laden -v^^ith  fu^ar,  which  haifl  , 
put  into  Charleftown  in  her  way  foJr  London ;  though 
file  had  the  day  before  obtained  leave  to  pa'fs  thfe  forts; 
and  meant  to  fail  .in  the  afternoon.     Still  the  attachmeriV 
of  numbers  to  Great  Britain  was  (6  ftrong/'  that  tTioiig^ 
they  aflented   to  the  eflaiblrftinient  of  5n  independent  . 
conftitution ;  yet  it  Was  carried  after' a  fong  detlte,  that 
it  is  only  to  exift  "  till  a  rtconcilia'tion  with  Great'  firk 
tain  and  the  colonies  tfiall  tatce  place  */^    , 

Thfe  itranfaftions  in  G^^rg^/V  remain  to  be  rdated.  'Ceri. 
Howe  while  at  Bofton,    in  order  fo  obtarn  rice,  lent 
m^jor  Grant  and  capt.  Maitland'  with  four  tranlpbrts  arid ' 
200  marines  to  Sav^firiah.     The  Sbutn  Carolina  cpnV 
grefs  having  timely  information,  commifTiohed  col.  Ste- 
phen Bull  to  aft  iti  aid'  of  the  Georgians':  he  accord- 
ingly lilarched  a  body  to  tlieir  ^lliiftarice.    'A  battery 
was  ere6ied,  which  fired  fmartly  upon  the  tranlports  on      ^ 
tlieir  arrival  in  the  harbour.     Upon  this  they  went  round 
an  iiland  in  the  night  to  get  at  fome  velfcls  going  to  ' 
Great  Britain.     About  four  o'clock  in  the  nporning  ofj^g^ 
March  the  third,  tlie  enemy,  hf  coUgfion  with  the  rihaif-ii  3* 
ters  and  Others,  got  on  board  thefe  fiilps,  where' they 
attempted  to  conceal  themfelvejs.     feut  knowledge  of  it 
being  obtamecl,   300  men  were  immediately  marclied 
oppofite  the  Ihipping,  with  three  four-pouhfes,_ahc! 
tlirew  up  a  Breaft  work.     Firing  betWecn  both  parties 
after  a  while  enfuei     At  length  it  was  determjri^d  td 
burn  the  velTels,  and  orders  were  iitTued  to  fire  the^In- 
vernefs  and  cut  hef  loofes  which  being  executed/ tliiS 

♦  Dr.  Hamfay's  Hiftofy  of  &t'  Revohitioii  of  Soudi  CaroHnii 
vol.  i.  p.  82,  and  onward,  * 
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«77^*marmcs  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  got  on  fhore  in  the 
marlh,  while  the  rifleinen  and  field  pieces  were  incef- 
fantly  galling  them.  The  (hipping  alfo  were  in  the  ut- 
moft diforder.  Some  got  Up  the  river  under  cover  o( 
an  armed  floop,  while  others  caught  the  flame,  and,  as 
^  they  pafled  and  repafled  with  the  tide,  were  the  fiibjeft 
of  gratulatbn  and  applaufe.  Seven  loaded  vefTels  were 
burnt,  and  the  intention  of  gen.  Howe  entirely  fruftrated. 
Philadelphia  will  detain  us  for  a  while.       Congrefe 

Jan.  refolved,  "  That  to  exprefs  the  veneration  of  the  United 
■  Colonies  for  their  late  general,  Richard  Montgomery, 
and  the  deep  fenfe  they  entertain  of  the  many  fignal  and 
important  fervices  of  that  gallant  officer ;  and  to  tranf- 
mit  to  future  ages,  as  examples  truly  worthy  of  imi^ 
tion,  his  patriotifm,  conduft,  boldnefsofcnterprife,  in^ 
fuperable  perfeverancc,  and  contempt  of  danger  and 
death,  a  monument  be  procured  from  Paris,  or  any 
other  part  of  France,  with  an  infcription  facred  to  his 
memory,  and  expreflive  of  his  amiable  charjtfter  and 
heroic  atchievements ;  and  that  Dr.  Smith  be  defired  tp 
prepare  and  deliver  a  funerd  oration  in  honor  of  the  ge- 

•  *  neral,  and  thofe  officers  and  foldiers,  who  fo  magnani- 
moufly  fou^t  and  fell  with  him  in  maintaining  the  prin- 
ciples of  American  liberty.'*  V 

They  ordered  gen.  Thomas  to  take  the  command 
of  the  troops  in  Canada ;  endeavoured  to  coUe&  gold 
and  filver,  in  exchange  for  continental  bills  of  credit. 

Mar.  for  the  fcrvice  in  that  quarter ;  and  appointed  Df.  Frank- 

^®'  lin,  Samuel  Chafe,  and  Charles  Carroll  efijrs.  comniiA 
iipners  to  form  a  union  between  the  people  of  the  United 
Colonies  and  thofe  of  that  province.  They  left  New 
York  iathe  beginning  of  April  on  their  way  thither. 

As 
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As  the  priefts  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  refufe  the  fa-  '77* 
crarhents  to  thofe  of  the  Canadians,  who  are  deemed 
rebels,  and  as  it  operates  powerfoUy  againft  the  Ame- 
rican intereft,  a  prieft  is  gone  from  Maryland  to  perform 
all  the  needful  fervices  of  the  Romilh  religion.     Con- 
grefs  came  to  the  refolution,  "  That  the  inhabitants  of  »3» 
thefe  colonics  be  permitted  to  fit  out  armed  veflels  to 
cruife  on  the  enemies  of  the  United  Cotonies  ;'*  and 
many  others  which  related'  to  it.     They  took  notice,  in 
the  declaration  which  preceded  them,  of  the  aft  of  par- 
liament pafled  the  21  ft  of  December*    This  aft  has 
made  many  converts  to  independency  in  all  the  colonies. 
After  reading  gen.  Walhington*s  letter  of  the  19th,  in-  «5a. 
forming  congrefs  of  the  evacuation  of  Bofton,  they  or- 
dered thanks  to  be  prefented  to  him,  in  •  tjieir  own  and 
in  the  name  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  j  and  to 
the  officers  and  foldiers  under  his  command ;  and  that      y 
a  medal  of  gold  be  ftruck  in  commemoration  of  the 
event,  and  prefented  to  his  excellency.     They  refolved  April 
to  admit  of  the  importation  of  any  goods  and  merchan-     ^^ 
dife,    (if  not  of  the  growth,  produftion  or  manufac- 
ture of,  or  brought  from  any  country  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  king  of  Great  Britain)  except  Eaft  India 
tea.    They  on  the  fame  day  determined,  "  That  no  flaves 
be  imported  into  any  of  the  colonies.*'     They  ordered    ^^ 
a  fpeech  to  be  delivered  to  capt.  White  Eyes,  whom 
they,  no  lefs  than  lord  Dunmore,  in  compliance  with 
the  expeftation  of  the  Indian,  addreffed  with  a^"  iro- 
ther  capt.  White  Eyes.'' 

The  difufe  of  tea  is  again  falhionable  through  the 
United  Colonies*  It  became  fo  in  the  Maffachufetts, 
foon  after  the  Eaft  India  company's  teas  were  deftfoyed 
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n?.^*  on  December  the  i6th,  1773.     Coffee,  which  is  about 
nine-pence  fterling  the  pound,    is   fubftixuted  by  yafl: 
nunabers  for  the  once  favorite  herb  of  China  3  now  the 
more  readily  exploded  for  haying  been  the  accidental 
occafion  of  the  troubles  with  which  the  colonics  are  exr 
ercifed. 
Apr.       Pr.  Warren's  merit  obliges  me  to  mention,  that  the 
'••       lodge  of  Free  Mafons,  v/hereof  he  was  late  grand  matter, 
agreed  to  take  up  his  remains^  and  in  the  ufual  funeral 
folemnicks  of  that  fociety  decently  to  inter  the  fame.  The 
foot  where  he  was  buried,  wus  pointed  opt  with  thpfe  at- 
tending circumftances  that  aifured  them,  that  they  bad 
gained  tJie  poiTeflion  thereof  though  confifting  of  hone^ 
g,      only ',  which  were  honorably  interred  in  Boflon,  being  atr 
tended   by  a  grand  proceffion  of  the  fociety,    accQrar 
panied  by  a  crowd  of  fpeftators. 

CqmmodQre  Ezekiel  Hopkjns'^  naval  expedition  i§ 
the  laft. article  of  intelligence  to  be  related.     The  fleet 
confided  of  two  fhips,  two  brigs,  and  a  floop,  all  armed 
and  well  manned,  including  better  than  200  marines. 
Feb.  On  the  17th  of  February  they  left  Cape  Henlopen,  and 
^^*     after  a  pleafant  paiTage  of  fifteen  days,  came  to  an  anchor 
off  the  iQand  Abacco,  about  fcventccn  leagues  from 
l^ew  Providence,  which  gave  the  commodore  an  op- 
portunity of  inquiring  into  the  ftate  of  the  laft  ifland,  and 
<)f  learning  that  it  was  well  fupplied  with  warlike  ftores : 
on  which  it  was  deemed  a  proper  objeft.     I'he  marines 
were  embarked  on  board  fome  fmall  veffels  belonging  to 
New  Providence,  which  had  been  taken;  and  the  whole 
(ailed  Saturday  evening,  March  the  2dj  the.pe?t  piorn- 
ipg  all  the  men  wrp  landed  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland, 
Th^Y  W9  W^^^^^  towar4  tl^e  fort  bijUp .  abpiji:  ,^alf 

way 
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'way  between  the  landing  and  town.     Upon  their  ap-  1775. 
proaching  it,  the  garrifon  fired  upon  them  j  then  (piked  ' 
up  the  cannon,  and  retired  to  die  fort  within  the  town.  Mar. 
The  Americans  took  pofleflion  of  that  which  had  been   ^' 
abandoned,  and  flayed  there  the  whok  night  to  refrefli 
themfelves.     The  next  morning  they  marched  forward 
to  the  town,  and  entered  it  without  meeting  any  inter- 
ruption.    Tie  officer  went  to  the  governor,   and  de- 
manded the  keys  of  the  fort,  which  were  imme4iately 
given.     Upon  taking  pofTefTion  of  it,  he  fo^nd  40  can* 
non  mounted  and  well  loaded,  befide  a  great  quantity 
of  fhot  and  fhells,  with  15  brafs  jcnortftrs,  but  miffed  of    - 
the  grand  article,  15Q  cafks  of  powder,  which  the  gpr 
Vernor  carefully  fent  off  the  iiigbt  before.     Tjoi^y  re- 
mained on  the  iflaad,  till  they  hadgottcn  all  the  ftores  9n 
board  the  fleet,  and  then  the  whple  took  th^ir  diepar- 
ture  on  the  17  th,     They  brought  away  with  thepi  gpr  17. 
vcrnorMontford  Brown,  the  Ueut.  governor,  aod  a  coiw- 
fellor. 

The  fleet  fell  in  with  a  Brltifh  ffhooner,  on  the  eaft  April 
end  of  Long  IQand,  and  took.  her.     The  next  day. they    ^^ 
took  a  bomb  brig  of  eight  guns  and  twp  howitzers,  ten 
fwivels  and  forty-eight  men,  well  found  with  all  forts  of 
ftores,  arms,  powder,  &c.     On. the  6th,  about  one  in     ^ 
the  morning,  they  fell  in  with  his  msijefty-s  fhip  the 
Glafgow  (of  twenty  nine  pounders  and  150  men)  and 
her  tender,    A^  hajif  paft  two,  the  Cabot  brigantine, 
capt.  Hopkins,  jun.   came  up  with  the  'Glafgow,  and 
upon  finding  who  fhe  was,  immediately  fired  her  broad-* 
fide  y  when  the  Glafgow  made  her  a  return  of  two-fold, 
^nd  with  the  weight  of  her  metal  damaged  her  fo  much 
i^  her  huU  aad  rigging,  as  obliged  her  tpr^cire  for  ^ 

P  ^  while 
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.  while  to  refit.  On  her  retiring,  the  Alfi-ed  qf  twenty 
nine  pounders  on  the  lower,  and  fix  ten  pounders  on  the 
tipper  deck,  commanded  by  the  commodore,  capt. 
Hopkins,  fen.  came  up  and  engaged  the  Glafgow  for 
three  giaffes,  as  hot  as  poflible  on  both  fides.  While 
thus  engaged,  the  Columbus,  capt.  Whipple,  of  eighteen 
pine  pounders  on  the  lower,  and  ten  fix  pounder? 
on  the  upper  deck,  ran  under  the  Glafgow's  ftern,  raked 
her  as  ftie  paffed,  and  then  luft  on  her  lee-beam,  while 
the  Annadona  brig  of  fixteen  fix  pounders,  took  her 
ftation  on  the  larboard  quarter  of  the  Glafgow  j  the 
Providence  floop  of  twelve  fix  pounders  altered  her  fta-r 

,  tion  occafionally.  By  day  light  the  ftation  of  the  AmCr 
rican  veffels  was  changed,  as  the  two  Ihips  had  dropt 
on  each  quarter  of  the  Glafgow,  while  one  of  the  brigs 
kept  aftern,  giving  a  continual  fire.  Gapt.  Tyringham 
Howe,  of  the  Glafgow,  perceiving  the  force  of  the  Ame- 
rican fleet,  feemingly  increafed  by  a  large  fliip  and  a 
fnow,  which  kept  to  windward  as  foon  as  the  adion  be- 
gan, and  difcerning  none  of  capt.  Wallace's  fleet:  to  af- 
ford him  the  profpeft  of  fupport,  very  prudently  made 
all  the  fail  he  could  crowd,  and  ftood  in  for  Newport. 
The  bravery  of  capt.  Howe's  behaviour  is  to  be  com- 
mended. That  he  flioiild  have  efcaped  fi*om  a  force, 
fo  rnuch  fuperior  when  united,  does  not  give  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  Americans,  and  is  imputed  to  fome  failure 
in  conduft  or  courage  or^  the  fide  of  their  commanders* 
Commodore  Hopkins,  in  his  account  of  thfe  aftion,  has. 
written,  *^  We  received  a  confiderable  damage  in  our 
ftiip,  but  the  greateft  was  in  haying  our  wheel  rppe  and 
blocks  fhot  away,  which  gave  the  Glafgow  time  to  niake 
falh  and  I  did  not  think  proper  to  foUqw,  nfi  \%  ^uld 

have 


AMERICAN       RBVOLir>IOK«  llf 

have  brought  on  an  aftion  with  the  whole  of  their  fleet,  17]^ 
and  I  had  upward  of  thirty  of  our  Ijeft  feamen  on  board 
the  prizes :  I  therefore  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  give 
over  the  chace,  and  fecure  our  prizes ;  and  haying  taken 
fhe  Glafgow's  tender,  arrived  the  feventh  with  all  the 
Peet"rr-at  Ne\y  Jnondon,  T^e  CQpgreis  haye  given  April 
orders,  "  that  the  cannori  anid  fuch  other  ftorcs  as  arc 
pot  neceffary  for  the  fleet,  be  landed  and  left  a?  New 
London ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  cannon  and  wheels  as 
gov.  Trumbijll  ftiall  direct,  may  be  emplpyed  for  th(^ 
defence  of  that  harbour/* 

GJommodore  Hopkins  i?  thought  not  to  have  foUowa} 
his  infl:ru6tions  5  and  to  have  dilpleafed  by  departing 
from  them.  The  Alfred  had  fix  men  killed  and  as  many 
wounded.  The  Cabot  had  four  men  killed  and  leveii 
wounded,  the  captain  among  the  latter,  The  Colum- 
bus had  one  man  who  loft  his  arm.  The  Glalgow  had 
one  man  killed,  and  three  wounded  by  the  mufketry 
frpm  the  Americans.  The  main  damage  on  each  lidc 
lay  in  the  hulls  and  rigging. 

Many  of  your  papers,  it  is  obferved,  are  very  liberal  ' 
in  beftowing  upon  the  colonifts  the  appellation  of  re- 
bels, traitors,  cowards,  &c.  while  thofe  printed  on  this 
fide  the  Adantic  are  calling  the  parties  employed  againft 
the  Americans  by  fea  and  land,  pirates,  banditti,  mini- 
fterial  butchers,  butchering  aflaflins^  cut-throats,  thieves, 
&c.  Thefe  abufive  names  take  with  the  unthinking 
multitude,  whether  in  high  or  low  life,  and  fet  a  keener 
edge  upon  the  fpirit  of  party;  but  are  produftive  of 
much  cruelty,  and  tend  to  beget  a  rooted  antipathy.  . 
You  will  not  objeft  to  any  expence,  that  may  at- 
tend the  conveyance  of  this  letter  by  way  of  France, 

•    na 
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i^j6,no  oth^r  fafe  one  offering  at  pfefent.  My  cprrefpon- 
dent  there  will  cheerfully  undertake  the  care  of  any  you 
pjay  want  to  forward  to  America.  ' 


LETTER      IV. 

London^  May  25,  I776» 
Friend  G, 

npHE  choice  of  George  Walhington  efq;  by  con- 
•*•  grefs,  to  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  American 
army,  is  adjudged  highly  prudent  by  the  firft  military 
charadlers  that  have  ferved  in  America,  ancj  who  con- 
jedture  from  his  acceptance,  that  the  redu6tion  of  the 
colonies  by  an  armed  force  will  ,be  more  difficult  than  is 
generally  expefted.  The  minifters  of  ftate  however, 
are  bent  upon  making  the  attempt.  They  have,  not  pror 
fited  by  the  Lexington  fkirmilhes,  nor  .the  Breeds-hilJ 
battle.  It  would  be  happier  for  the  nation,  would  they 
copy  the  condudt  of  the  Spanifh  court^  toward -the  in- 
habitants of  Bifcay,  near  upon  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
back.  In  1632,  the  court  laid  a  duty  upon  fait,  contrary 
to  the  privileges  of  the  people.  Upon  this  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  Bilboa  rofe,  and  maffacred  all  the  officers  ap- 
pointed to  colleft  it,  and  all  tl\e  officers  of  the  gramj 
admiral    Thrcp  thoufand  troops  were  ftn^  to  puniih 

them 
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them  for  rebellion :  thefe  they  fgught,  and  totally  4c-  ^llSf 
feated,  driving  moft  of  them  iiito  die  fea,  which  .dit 
jcouraged  the  court  from  purfuiijg  thpir  plaa  of  taxafipff^ 
and  induced  them  to  leaye  thofe,  whom  they  ha4  AOPr 
fidered  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  to  the  full  enjoynjepf  of 
their  ancient  privileges  *.  It  is  thought,  th^  ^  ^^?f7 
with  the  court  of  Peterftjurgh  for  20,0.00  Rufliaps,  vff 
fit  one  time  the  lafl:  year,  in  confidejrable  forwardnpl^  ^ 
jbut  that  the  ejctreme  diftance  of  the  fervice,  th^  di^- 
^ulty  of  recall,  the  little  probability  of  the  return  of  \ 
many,  and  the  critical  ftate  of  public  affairs  thrpugjii 
Europe,  rendered  it  a^o^tiye,  affer  the  moft  fajiguipf 
hopes  of  fuccefs. 

In  all  the  European  countries,  where  public  affairs  are  ^ 
fubjeft  of  writing  or  converfation,  the'  general  voijcc  1^ 
rather  favorable  tq  the  Americans,  In  this  particularly, 
fhe  Jqwer  clafs  of  people  are  adverfe  to  the  war.  They 
have  bfoldly  and  withgut  restraint  condemRcd  the  -con- 
duft  of  their  rulers  in  terms  pf  the  utnioft  acrimony.  • 
But  this  has  not  beep  regarded,  oth/sr  than  as  it  has  bbr 
ftrufted  the  recruiting  feryicp,  which  never  prpceeded 
fo  heavily  before,  Thp  relydtanpe  of  ir^dividual^  haj 
been  ftriking  and  peculiar :  they  h^ye  not  only  refufed 
the  ufual  proffers  of  encouragement,  but  reprobated, 
with  indignation,  the  c^ufe  in  which  diey  were  fQiicite4 
to  engage,  and  exerte4  thpnifelyes  ^o  hinder  others  en- 
gaging. Neither  prpfeftants,  npr  catholics  in  any  num- 
ber, have  hQcn  prevailed  upon  pither  in  England  qr  Ire^ 
land,  to  inljft  for  the  American  fervicp,  though  the  bqua- 
ties  have  been  raifed,  ^nd  the  ufij^l  ftand^rfi  Ipwfed, 
to  facilitatp  the  levies.     The  rfecr^jtiipg  officers  havp  cte^  . 

♦  ft/Jr.  Ad^s's  D^ptt05  pf  1^  ^^^  ppBftitadoaf,  p.  \i* 

3         '  *<:lared. 
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<77J«  clared,  they  never  before  met  with  fo  many  rtiortifica- 
tions  in  this  branch  of  military  bufinefs.  But  among 
the  higher  orders  of  men,  a  ftrange  infenfibijity  with  rc- 
Ipeft  to  public  affairs  feemingly  prevailed.  The  ac- 
counts of  the  late  military  aftions,  as  well  as  political 
proceedings  of  no  lefs  importance,  were  received  nearly 
with  as  nnuch  indifference,  as  if  they  wholly  concerned 
other  nations  with  whorri  we  were  fcarce  connefted*  Ybu 
rnuft  except  from  thefe  obfervations  the  people  oi  North 
Britain^  who,  almoft  to  a  man,  fo  far  as  they  can  be  de- 
fcribed  under  any  particular  denomination,  not  only  ap- 
j  plauded,  but  proffered  life  and  fortune  in  lupport  of 
\  the  prefent  meafures.  The  fame  approbation  was  aM5 
:  given  and  affurances  made,  though  with  lefs  earncflnefs 
and  unanimity,  by  a  number  of  towns  in  England.' 

The  lofs  of  the  American  commerce  was  hot  gene- 
rally felt.  The  prodigious  remittances  of  corn  during  ' 
the  Britifh  fcarcity,  and  the  larger  than  ufual  fums 
which  the  colonifts  w§re  enabled  to  pay  from  the  ad- 
vanced prices  of  various  articles,  thefe  together  occa- 
fioned  an  extraordinary  influx  of  money;  while  an  un- 
ufual  demand  for  goods  and  manufafhires  of  various 
forts,  from  different  parts  of  Europe,  produced  a'quick 
circulation  of  trade,  kept  up  the  fpirits  of  the  nrtcr- 
cantile  claffes,  and  prevented  their  complaining  for  want 
of  the  American  market.  Great  numbers  at  th?  fame 
time  were  rendered  perfefUy  unconcerned  at  what  had 
liappened  in  America,  or  were  even  rejoiced^  becauf^ 
of  the  benefits  they  were  receiving  from  the  contcft. 
The  war  being  carried  on  at  fuch  a  diflance,  gave  ern- 
ployment  and  emolument  to  an  amazing  number  rf 
peoples  and  caufed  that  buf^le  of  bufinefs  and  plenty  of 

calh, 
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caih,  which  checked  all  obiervation  ofdcfiqienoics  ui.i??^^ 
other  branches  of  traffic.  Add,  that  a  tribe  of  contrac- 
tors, dealers,  and  gameftcrs  in  ftocks  and  money  tranf- 
adions,  were  themfelves  animated,  and  encouraged 
others  to  join  in  juftifying  and  fupporting  governmental 
Xneafures.  Hence,  that  apathy  which  has  been  noted  i 
and  which  contini?ed  till  toward  the  meeting  of  parlia-  ' 
ment. 

The  miriiftry  gave  into,  great  expcnces,  to  fupply  the 
army  at  Bofton  with  frefh  proviTions  and  other  articles* 
It  is  faid,  that  five  thoufand  oxen,  and  fourteen  thou- 
fand  of  the  largeft  and  fatteft  fheep,  befide  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  hogs,  were  purchafed  and  fciit  out  aliyc  Vege-» 
tables  of  all  kinds  were  bought  up  ia  incredible  quanti- 
ties. Ten  thoufand  butts  of  ftrong  beer  were  fupplied 
•by  two  brewers.  The  feemingly  trifling  neceflaries  of 
vegetables,  calks  and .  vinegar,  amount  in  two  diftmft  • 
articles,  detached  from  the,  general  comprehenfipn  of 
other  provifions,  to  near  twenty-two  thoufand  pound : 
and  the  hay,  oats,  and  beans,  for  the  fingle  regiment  of 
light  cavalry  there,  amount  to  nearly  as  much.  To 
whatever  it  was  owing,  the  tranfports  were  not  ready  to 
fail,  till  the  year  was  far  fpent.  By  this  mean  they  were 
detained  on  the  coafts  by  contrary  winds,  or  tofled  about 
by  tempefts,  until  the  greater  part  of  their  live  cargoes 
of  hogs,  and  particularly  of  (heep,  pcrifhed,  fo  ?hat  Ae 
channel  was  every  where  ftrowed  with  their  floating  caTf. 
cafes.  A  large  part  of  the  vegetable*  muft  alfo  liave. 
been  deftroyed  by  exceffive  fermentation. 

The  retaliation  praftifed  by  congrefs  in  cutting  off 
the  Britilh  filherics  from  all  colonial  provifions  and  iup- 
plies,  threw  the  whole  bufmeis  upon  db^e  banks  and  coa^ 

of 
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1775,0?  Nev/foundland  into  the  greateft  confiifion,  aneJ 
brought  diftrefs  upon  all  who  tvere  employed  by  fea  or 
land  in  that  quarter.  Inftead  of  profecuting  the  fervice 
they  went  upon,  many  of  the  Ihips  were  conftrained  to' 
make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  every  place  where  provi- 
sions could  be  procured.  It  was  computed,  that  to  the 
value  6f  a  full  half  million  fterling  was  left  in  the  bo\^els' 
of  the  deep,  and  for  ever  loft  to  mankind,  by  the  firrf 
operation  of  the  filhery  bilL 
Sept.  ^^^  ftorm  which  happened  laft  September  the  iit^, 
»!•  di:iriiljg  the  fifhing  feafon,  and  of  which  you  will  have 
received  fome  general  accounts,  n7ay  probably  be  reck-- 
oned  by  the  Americans,  as  it  is  here  by  the  more  ferioiis 
of  thofe  who  favor  them,  a  providential  retaliation  of 
tht  fupreme  Ruler  on  fuch  as  had  deprived  them,  by  a 
parliamentary  aft,  of  that  fuftenance,  which  feemecl  to 
be  given  them  as  their  peculiar  property*  Left  you 
fhbilld  not  have  had  the  particulars,  let  me  mention, 
that  a  moft  dreadful  tempeftj  of  a  particular  kind,  diC* 
charged  itfelf  on  the  coafts  of  Newfoundland.  The  fea 
roife  ntit  upon  thirty  ftet  almoft  inftantly.  Above  ftveii  . 
h^Sndred'boats,  with  all  their  people,  perifhed,  and  eleven 
fliipi  with  moft  of  their  crews.  At  Havre  de  Grace,  n6 
feWer  than  three  hundred  boats  were  loft^.  The  devafta^ 
tlbh-  was  hardly  lefs  on  the  land  >  the  waters  l^oKe  iti 
Beyond  their  ufual  bounds,  and  occafioned  vaft  deftriie- 
'  ttonl     The  fhores  preferited  a  Ihocking  Ipeftacle^ 

As  the  time  approached  for  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
addrefies  were  poured  in  from  different  qii^rters,  cdn- 
detnnirig  the  coriduft  of  the  Anieri<!:ans ;  appfovThgof 
alt  the  afts  of  government ;  and.  in  general  recomLmend- 
ihg'  i'perfeVerance  in  the  lame,  uhtirthd  colbmes  ffi'aff  ' 

be 
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be  redtjced  to  a  thorough  obedience,     Mdnebeftet  dif-  ijf.^^, 
tinguiftied  itfelf  by  taking  the  lead.     Thefe  addreffes. 
neceffarily  implied  an  approibation  of  the  mcafure  that 
was  then  in  execution,  vii,  the  fending  of  fi^^e  battalions . 
of  Umm^erian  troopis,    to  replace  the  like  nun^ber  of 
Britilh,  in  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca^  thereby  . 
to  increafe  the  force  in  America  with  the  additioR  of  the 
latter.     The  eleftoral  regiments  failed  for  the  places  of 
deftination  the  firft  of  November. . 

Petitions  of  a  contrary  tendency  to  the  addrefles  were 
prefentcd  from  feveral  places.     Great  bodies  of  Ameri- 
can, Africah  and  Weft-Iiidia  merchants^  with  a  majo- 
rity of  the   inhabifahts  of  the  cities  of  London  an^ 
firifbol,  ftiil  ftruggled-  to  have  rtiatters  reftored  to  their 
ancient  ftate,  but:  tx>  noplirpofe.     At  a' numerous  meet*- 
ing-  of  the  freeholder^  of  Mddlefe^j  afer  agreeing  ttf 
inftruft  their  mcnnbcrs  in  behdf  of  public  liberty,  it 
was  moved  aiid  carf ied,  ^^  that  i  letter  ftiould  be  ad- • 
dreffed  from  the  freeholders^  bf  ]l|Jliddrefex  to  thofe  of .      ' 
Gixjat  Britain/*     The  tenor  of  it  is;  in  favor  of  a  recoh- ' 
ciliation  with  America;  ^d  agaitirf  the  prbfecution  of 
,the  minifterial  War.     Four  days'  after,  die  Ibrd  mayor,'  ^^^ 
Mr.  Wilkes,  acquainted  the'  livdry  with  his  having  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  contintotal  corigfds,  which  was 
read  j  when  it  was  moved-  artd  pafiid  iti  the  affirmative, 
"  that  a  letter  addr-eflfed  irbM  Ac  livtrry  of  London  to'^ 
the  eiefton  of  Great  R^itainfliouldbii  read /'  wftich  w^ts*     •'- 
done,  and  afterward  publifhed.     Three  days  before  the' 
nnceting  of  parliarrient,  art  everw:  took^lace,  which  foe' 
awhile-  engaged  the  pubKc  attcfntibfi;     Rutnors  of  cortl^- 
binatiotts- in  favor  of  \Mt  A!mericahs>  had  been  frequehtL 
It  wa*  Mih  that  tftrf-  w«w-  pftivatel^/abetted  by  the  ^^* 

vice 


^24  THE     HISTORY     6f     THE 

'775*  vice  and  corrcfpondencc,  and  aflifted  by  the  purfes  of 
pcrfonages  of  high  rank  and  importance.  Thefe  re-^ 
ports  fpread  much  alarm  through  the  nation,  and  exaf- 
perated  thofe  who  eonfidered  the  Americans  as  rebels^ 
Hints  and  fufpicions  were  given  and  taken  j  and  at 
length  a  feeming  foundation  for  thern  appeared*     Mn 

^^  SayrCy  an  Arxierican  born^  and  a  banker  in  London,  was 
fecured;  and  being  examined  before  the  fecretary  of 
ftatc,HiOrd  Rochford,  and  confronted  by  his  aceufer^ 
was  committed  to  the  tower  for  high  treafon^  on  the  ri- 
diculous charge,  of  a  defign  of  feizing  his  majefty  at 
noon  day,  in  his  paffage  to  the  houfe  of  peers  j  of  con- 
veying him  a  prifoner  to  the  tower^  and  afterward  out  of 
the  kingdom  j  and  of  overturning  the  whole  form  of 
government,  by  bribing  a  few  fergeants  of  the  guards, 
who  were  alfo  to  bribe  their  men.  After  a  clofe  and 
fevere  confinement  of  five  days,  an  habeas  corpus  wast 
granted,  ai\d  he  was  brought  before  the  lord  chief  jufticc 
of  the  king's  bench,  who  admitted  him  to  bail,  on  his 
own  fecurity,  in  the  trifling  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
and  that  of  two  fureties  in  as  much,  for  his  appearance' 
to  anfwer  the  charge.  No  profecution  Was  attempted, 
and  at  the  feflion  in  December  it  was  moved  to  have  his 
recognifance  difcharged,  which  was  granted  accordingly* 
The  fecretary'  will  be  fued  for  illegal  imprifonment, 
though  it  is  thought  his  condiift  is  juftifiable  in  point  of 

^5,  law.  His  majefty  opened  the  feflion  of  parliament  with 
a  fpeechj  which  propofed  fanguinary  meafures,  and 
charged  the  American  leaders  with  having  nothing  in 
view,  but  the  efl:ablifliment  of  an  independent  empire. 
It  fays,  "  I  have  received  the  mpfl:  friendly  oflS^rs  of 
ipreiga  afliflance  \  and  if  I  fliall  make  any  treaties  in 

confer 


confequence  thereof,  thqjrihan  be' kld^ijid^^  1115^  * 

I  have,  in  teftimdny/ 66;mf:'afic6tioh*  for  my '|)TO^ 
fent  to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraitar"  arid  Piort  Mahon,  a  ' 
part  of  my  eledtoral  troops,  that  a  larger  iiumtfer  of  thfe  * 
cftabliflied  forces  of  this  kingdom,  may  be  applied  to  ' 
the  maintenance  of  its  authority.    .Whfcri  the  deluded 
multitude,    againft  whom  this  force  will  be  direfted, 
Ihall  become  fenfible  of  their  error,  I'lhall  be  ready  to  "' 
receive  the  mifledwith  tendernefs  andmtrcy.     I  ihall - 
give  authority  to  certain  perfbns  to  grant  general  or  par- 
tijcular  pardons  and  indemnities,  in  fuch  nwmner,  and  to 
fuch  pcrfons,  as  they  Ihall  think  fit,  and  to  receive  the  * 
fubmiflion  of  any  province  which  fhall  be  difpofed  fo  re- 
turn to  its  allegiance.     It  may  alfo  be  proper  to  atktho->  ^ 
rize  the  pcrfons  fo  commiffioned  to  reftore  fuch  province,*  -  * 
fo  retuming  to  its  allegiance,  tothe  free  exercife  of  its  traded 
and  commerce,  and  to  the  fame.  prote6lion  and  fecurity  ^ 
as  if  fuch  province  had  never  revolted."'^  When  an  ad-'^ 
drefs  to  his  majefly  in  anfwer  to  the  fpeech^  had  been  5 
moved  and  feconded  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  lord  ; 
John  Cavendilh  moved  for  an  amendment;  which  occa-* 
fioned  a  long  debate,  that  was  carried  on  with 'the  ut-  ^ 
moft  eagernefs  and  unceafing  energy  on  both  fides.  The 
employment  of  foreign  troops  to  reduce  America,  was 
an  obje6t  animadverted  upon  by  oppofition  with  peculiar 
violence  and  indignation.  .  • 

General  Conway,  though  in  place,  oppolcd  adminif- • 
tration ;  and  condemned,  in  the  moft  decifive  terms,  the 
Anaerican  war,  deciding  it  to  be  cruel,  unneceflary  and  - 
unnatural — calling  it  in  plain  terms,  a  butchery  of  his  - 
fellow  fubjcfts.     He  reprobated  every  idea  of  9onquering 
America,  upon  aU  die  grounds  of  juftice;  expediency,  and 

Vol.  II,  Q^  prafti- 


226  THE     HISTORY      OF     THE 

>175*  pra^cability.  He  declared  in  the  moft  unreferved  term*  ^ 
agjunft  the  right  of  taxation,  and  wilhed  to  fee  the  de- 
claratory law  repealed  (though  it  had  paffed  under  his 
own  aufpices  when  in  adminiftration)  rather  than  it 
fhould  be  employed  to  colour  defigns,  the  moft  oppo- 
fite  to  the  intentions,  publicly  declared,  of  thofe  who 
fupported  it  in  parliament,  and  particularly  oppofitc  to 
the  fuUeft  declaration  of  his  own  at  the  time  of  his  moving 
it*  The  miniftry  made  as  good  a  defence  as  their  caufe 
would  admit ;  and  pleaded,  "  We  are  now  in  a  fitu- 
ation  which  doth  not  afford  a  poflibility  of  receding  with- 
1  out  fhame,  ruin  and  difgrace/'  Lord  North  acknow- 
ledged, that  he  had  been  deceived ;  that  he  did  not 
imagine  that  all  America  would  have  armed  in  the  caufe. 
Adminiftration,  he  faid,  proceeded  upon  the  infomia* 
tion  they  had  received  :  if  other  gentlemen  were  in  pof- 
feflion  of  better,  why  did  they  not  communicate*  it  ? 
Adminiftration  had  oj^fitc  information,  but  they  ad- 
hered to  that  which  came  from  perfons  whofe  intercft 
made  them  parties  with  the  inclinations  of  miniftry. 
That  which  they  neglefted,  as  proceeding  from  miftake 
or  a  wrong  bias,  they  now  find  to  have  been  the  trueft. 

The  fpace  of  a  whole  night  was  confumed  in  the  de- 
bates upon  the  royal  fpeech:  it  was  near  five  in  the 
morning  when  the  motion  made  by  the  oppofition  was 
rejefted  by  278,  againft  108,  after  which  the  addrefs- 
was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  debate  on  the  addrefs  was 
alfo  long  and  warm.  The  duke  of  Grafton  fuddenly 
and  unexpeftedly  quitted  adminiftration.  He  went  into 
a-decifive  condemnation  of  all  the  a£ts  of.  government 
for  feme  time  paft  with  refpe£t  to  America^  aj^well  as 
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of  the  meafures  held  out  by  the  fpeech.     He  declared,  y75- 
that  he  had  been  deceived  and  mifled  upon  that  fub-  i 
jeft ',  and  that,  by.  the  withholding  of  information  and  j 
the  mifreprefentment  of  {?lOl%  he  had  been  induced  to 
lend  his  coui)tenance  to  meafures  which  he  never  ap- 
proved ;  and  that  he  was  blindly  led  to  give  a  fupport 
to  the  one  of  coercing  America,  from  a  firm  perfuafion 
held  out,  that  matters  would  never  come,  to  an  extre- 
mity of  that  nature,  and  that  an  appearance  of  coercion 
was  all  that  was  requifite  to  eftablifh  a  reconciliation. 
He  aflerted,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a  total  repeal  of  all 
the  American  laws,  which  had  been  paffed  fince  1763, 
could  now  reftore  peace  and  happinefs.     The  lords  in 
adminiftration  did  not  deny  the  imperfeftnefs  of  their 
information  in  fome  matters,  but  pleaded  the  imprac- 
ticability of  obtaining  fuch  knowledge  as  might  have 
prevented  feveral  difappointments.     They  were  obliged 
to  depend  upon  the  fagacity  and  judgment  of  thofe 
whom  they  trufted.     They  had  taken  all  poflible  pains 
to  proceed  upon  fure  grounds.     It  would  be  unjuft  to 
malce  them  anfwerable  for  failures,  which  were  pccafi- 
oned  by  events  totally  unexpefted  by  the  Ihrewdeft  per- 
fons  upon  the  fpot :  to  fuch  alone  muft  be  attributed  the 
general  want  of  fuccefs  in  the  plans  purfued  in  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  year.     There  were  two  remarkable  in- 
ftances  of  this  kind ;  the  one  was  the  total  alteration  of 
circumftances  in  the  province  of  New  Tork ;  the  other 
was  the  implicit  acquiefcence  of  the  fouthern  colonies 
in  the  views  and  arrangements  of  the  northern.     Thefe 
were  events  that  accelerated  with  irrefiftible  rapidity  the 
revolution  of  affairs  through  the  continent,  and  equally 
furprifed  the  miniftry,  who  from  their  intelUgence,  could 
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'775-  be  novvife  apprehenfive  of  fucli  an  unhappy  turn.  The 
defedion  of  New  York  they  imputed  to  its  being  com- 
pelled into  meafures,  by  the  Connefticut  infurgents, 
which  the  people  there  would  never  have  otherwife  adopt- 
ed. They  pleaded,  "  We  muft  either  reduce  the  colo- 
nies to  fubmifiion,  or  for  ever  relinquiih  all  dominion 
over  them,  and  all  advantage  from  North  America." 
The  motion  for  the  addrefs  was  at  length  carried  by  76 
votes  againft  ^3-  ^^t  a  proteft  againft  it  was  drawn 
up,  and  figned  by  nineteen  peers.  In  that  they  con- 
demned the  war  commenced  againft  America,  with  the 
utmoft  freedom  and  afperity ;  and  alfo  cenfured  with 
equal  feverity,  the  employing  of  foreign  troops,  and  va- 
rious other  parts  of  the  minifterial  conduft. 

As  none  of  the  meafures  adopted  by  adminiftration 
gave  more  umbrage  than  the  emiployment  of  the  Ha- 
noverian troops,  oppofition  determined  to  bring  it  be- 
fore parliament,  in  the  mod  folemn  and  ferious  man- 
ner. A  motion  was  accordingly  made  in  the  houfe  of 
Iprds,  declaring  that  to  employ  foreign  troops,  without" 
the  previous  confent  of  parliament,  was  dangerous  and 
unconftitutional,  as  being  clearly  againft  law.  In  the 
debate  which  followed,  various  arguments  were  ufed  for 
and  againft  the  legality  of  introducing  foreign  forces 
into  the  kingdom  or  its  dependencies,  without  confent 
of  parliament.  As  an  aft  of  indemnity  would  have 
been  a  rccognifance  of  its  illegality,  it  was  ftudioufly 
warded  off,  as  well  as  die  motion  icfelf,  which  was  de- 
feated by  the  previous  queftion,  carried  by  a  majority 
of  75  to  32.  Jn  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  debates 
on  this  fubjeft  were  no  lefs  elaborate,  and  confifted  of 
much  the  fame  reafonings.     The  mption  was  fimilar  to 
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that  in  the  lionft^  of  lords,  and  was  loft  In  like  manner,  1775. 
81  for,  and   203  againft  it.     Thus  was   a  queftion,  of 
which  the  magnitude  is  equal  to  that  of  any  other  fun- 
damental point  in  the  conftitution,  put  off  to  future  de.- 
cifion.     While  it  was  in  agitation,  an  incomparable  ma- 
jority of  the  public  agreed   in  the  opinion  adopted  by 
the  oppofition.     Hov/ever  they  might  differ  concerning 
meafures  to  be  purfued  refpefting  America,  they  cordi- 
ally united  with  them  in  condemning  the  admiffion  of  1 
foreign  troops  into  the  kingdom,  or  its  dependencies,  [ 
without  the  exprefs  affent  of  parliament. 

That  the  defigns  of  the  Americans  might  be  com- 
pletely fruftrated,  it  was  propofed  in  a  commiittee  of 
fupply,  that  the  naval  eftablifhment  of  failors  arid  ma- 
rines, fliould  be  augmented  to  28,000  men ;  and  that 
the  number  of  Ibips  of  war  on  the  American  ftation 
fhould  amount  to  eighty.  The  land  forces  were  to  confift 
of  2  5  jooo  of  the  felefteft  troops  in  the  fervice.  Thefe  for- 
midable preparations  called  up  the  attention  of  feveral 
principal  members  In  the  oppofition.  In  order,  if  pcf- 
fible,  to  render  the  operations  of  war  unnccefiary,  it  was 
propofed  to  facilitate  the  mxajns  of  reconciliation.  To  Nov. 
this  purpofe,  Mr.  T.  Luttrell  mxoved  for  an  addref>  to  '^' 
his  majefty,  "  humbly  requefting,  that  he  will  authorize 
the  con:imilTiqners,  v.:ho  may  be  empowered  to  acl  in' 
America,  to  receive  propofals  for  conciliation  from  any 
general  convention,  or  congrcfs,  or  other  coUedive  bo- 
dy, that  Pnall  be  found  mod  perfe6l!y  to  convey  tlie  fen- 
timents  of  one  or  more  of  the  feveral  continental  cv)lo- 
nies,  fufpending  all  inquiry  into  the  legal  or  illegal  form.s  ' 
under  v/hich  fuch  colony  or  colonies  m^iiy  be  difpofed 
to  treat,  as  the  moft  effedual  means  to  prevent  the  fur- 
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i775#  ther  effufion  of  blood,  and  to  reconcile  the  honor  and  per- 
manent intereft  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  requifitions 
of  his  m^efly's  American  fubjefts."  The  motion  was 
feconded,  but  when  the  queftion  was  put,  it  paffed  in 
the  negative  without  a  divifion.  Lord  Barrington,  in 
.  ftating  the  army  eftimates,  obferved  that  the  number  of 
cfFe6tive  men  in  the  army  at  Bofton  by  the  laft  returns, 
tvas  7415;  but  that  the  forces  in  America  were  aug- 
mented to  34  battalions,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  up- 
ward of  25,000  men.  This  augmentation  being  con- 
fiderable,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  fpeak  a  few  words 
on  the  fubjeft.  He  faid,  he  underftood  that  th^  idea 
of  taxation  was  entirely  given  up,  and  that  being  the 
cafe,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fecure  the  conftitu- 
tional  dependence  of  that  country.     The  general  plan 

'  of  adminiftration,  he  believed  to  be,  firft,  to  arm  and 
fend  out  commiffioners ;  and  then  if  the  Americans 
Ihould  continue  to  refift,  to  employ  againft  them  thewhole 
power  fent  out  in  forcing  them  to  obedience.  His 
hint  about  the  idea  of  taxation  being  entirely  given  up, 
alarmed  many  gentlemen,  who  had  fupported  govern- 
ment in  their  coercive  meafures,  with  a  view,  and  in  a 
firm  perfuafion,  that  the  revenue  to  be  drawn  from  Ame- 
rica, would  i^  a  proportionable  degree  leffen  their  own 
burdens. 

Neither  the  fecretary  of  ftate  who  received  the  con- 
greffional  petition  brought  by  governor  Penn,  nor  any 
other  minifter,  or  perfon  in  authority,  had  fince  his  ar- 
rival propofed  a  iingle  queftion  to  him,  or  defired  the 
fmalleft  information  from  him.  This  circumftance  gav? 
countenance  to  the  charge,  that  a  fyftem  had  been 
chalked  out  for  minifters,  which  they  were  obliged 

blindly 
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blindly  to  purfue,  and  to  aft  in,  mcrdy  as  machines,  ^775* 
without  being  at  liberty  to  form  an  opinion,  as  to  juf- 
tlce,  eli^bility,  or  cohftqtiencc.  The  duke  of  Rich-  Noy» 
mond  procured  however  an  examination  of  governor 
Penn  before  the  houfe  of  lords.  It  appeared  from  his 
examination—That  congrds  was  in  the  higheft 'venera- 
tion imaginable  by  -all  hmks  -and  orders  of  tnen:-— That 
he  believed  implicit  obcdiehce  was.  paid  to  rfieir  refolu- 
-tions  through  all  the  provinces :— -That  in  Pennfyivania 
2Q,ooo  efFedtive  men  had  voluntarily  enrolled  themfelves  , 
to  enter  into  adtu^  fenrice  if  neceffrty  required  5  and 
-tliat  among  them  were  perforis  of  the  moft  refpedable 
icharafter  in  the  province :— That  he  prefumed  the  ma- 
jor part  were  in  fiourifliing  fituations: — ^That  befide 
-thefe  20,000,  there  were  4,000  minute-men,  whofe  duty 
was  pointed  out  by  theindefcriprion.  They'were.to  be 
ready  for  fervice  at  4  minute's  warning  5— That  the 
Pcnnfylvanians  perfelftly  underftockithe  art  of  making 
gunpowder : — ^That  they  had  made  that,  and  falt-petre : 
—That  the  art  of  cafting  cannon  had  been  carried  to 
great  perfeftion  : — ^That  fmall  arms  had  been  made  to 
as  great  a  degree  of  perfeftion  as  could  be  imagined  :-^ 
That  the  Americans  were  equally  expert  with  the  Eu- 
ropeans in  fhip-building : — That  he  was  llire  the  lan- 
guage of  the  congrefs  exprefled  the  fenfe  of  the  people 
of  America  in  general,  as  far  as  it  applied  to  Pennfyi- 
vania I  and  for  the  other  provinces  he  affirmed  the  fame, 
though  from  information  only : — ^That  the  petition  which 
he  had  prefented  to  the  king,  had  been  confidered  as  an 
olive  branch,  and  that  he  had  been  complimented  by  his 
friends  as  the  meffenger  of  peace :— That  he  iniagined  ^ 
die  Americans,  who  placed  much  reliance  on  the  peti- 
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.  1775;.  tion,  v/ould  be  driven  to  defperation  by  its  non-fuccefs: 
r-r-That  he  was  apprehenfive,  that  fooner  than  yield  to 
what  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  unjuft  clainas  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  Americans  would  take  the  refolution  of  calling 
in  the  aid  of  foreign  affiftance  : — and  That,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  negle£t  with  which  the  laft  petition  was  treated, 
would  induce  the  Americans  to  refign  all  hopes  of  pa- 
cific negotiations.     When  he;  was  afterward  crofs-exa- 
mined,  heanfweredto  fome.  queftiqns  put  to  him:— 
That  except  in  the  cafe  of  taxation,  he  apprehended, 
the  Americans  would  have  no  obje6tion  to  acknowledge 
the  fovereignty  of  Great  Britain  :— That  he  knew  no- 
thing of  the  proceedings  of  the  congrefs,  they  were  ge- 
nerally tranfafted  under  the  feal  of  fecrecy  :— and  That 
in  cafe  a  formidable  force  fliould  be  fent  over  to  Ame- 
rica in  fupport  of  government,  he  did  not.inciagine  there 
were  many,  who  would  oper^iy  prpfefs  fiibmiffion  to  the 
authority  of  parlianient.      When  governor  Penn  had 
.withdrawn,  the  duke  of  Richrpond,  after.fpeakingafew 
words,  moved,  "  That  the  matter  of  th?  Arnerican  pe- 
tition affords  ground  for  conciliation  of  the  unhappy  dif- 
^ference  lubfifting  between  the  mother  country  and  the 
qplonies,   and  that  it   is  highly  neceffary  that  proper 
fteps  be  immediately  taken  for  attaining  fo  defirable  an 
objeft."     After  a  long  and  violent  debate,  the  motion 
in  favor  of  the  petition  was  reje£ted,  by  a  divifion  of 
86,  againft  ^^y  including  proxies. 

The  houfe  of  commons  was  filled  v/ith  no  lefs  alter- 
cation in  confequence  of  the  demands  for  the  fupplies ' 
on  account  of  the  American  war.     The  land-tax  waiS 
,     to  be  raifed  to  four  Ihillings  in  the  pound.     This  aug- 
jDentation  occ^fioned  the  country  gentlemen  to  turn  their 

attention 
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attention  to  an  objeft  partidfllaflyiricerefting  to  theni- 1775^ 
felves.     They  had  fupported  •'fitercit^fc  meafufcs,  in-€x- 
peftation  that  a  revenue  Would  arife  from  the  colpnies, 
to  leffen therwcight^of  thc.;burdens;TOth.'whichthis  coun- 
try  is  loaded,     Aftu^ted  by  j&ich  hope,  they  were  willing 
to  advance  money,  while  they  had  a  profpeQ:  of  being 
relieved  from  exaftions  in  fiiture,  by  the  contributions  i 
to  be  drawn  from  America.     It  was  therefore  with  no  • 
fmall  furprife  and  concern,  that  they  obferved,  by  the 
language  of  miniftry,  that  the  idea  of  taxation  was  in  a 
ncianher   abandoned. as  inexpedient,   or'  impradticablc. 
:They  declared,  that  if  that  eflential  objeft  was  reHn-  \ 
quiflied,  they  aUbfhould  recede  from  theirs  intention  of 
granting  money  for  the:  proilecuting  of  a  conteft,  from  s 
which  no  fubftanlci^  benefits  wete  to  be  derived  5  and 
which  was  attended  with  an  expence,  that  nothing  but 
»tlie  well-founded  expedition  of  large  pecuniary  frl§are 
emoluments  could. encourage  them  to  fupport.     Thefe 
difcohtents  of  the  landed  gentlemen  were  a  feriou^  alarm 
to  miniftry.     The  ^nly  method  of  pacifying  them- was 
.a  folemn  affurance,  that  the  intentroTi  of  obtaining  a-^re- 
venue  from  America  had  never  been  dropped.     What- 
ever language  might  have  been  held  on  this  fubjeftj  no 
more  was  meant,  than  that  in  times  of  *lo  much  trou- 
:bie  and  confufion,   it  was  not  advifaWc'to   mix  that 
ffiith  other  caufes  of  diffenfion  and  clamor  in  ^  the  colo- 
nies :  but,  though  abandoned  for  the  prefent,  the  idea 
fully  fubfifted  in  profpeft.      This  explanatory  anfwer 
haying  quieted  the  country  gendemen,  the  land-tax  was 
fixed  at  four  ftiillings  in  the  pound,  by  a  majority  of 
*  four  to  one.  * 
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'775'  An  addrel^s,  petifioft,  and  memorial,  has  been  tranf-^ 
mitted  from  the  reprefent^tives  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the 
king  and  parliament,  in  confequence  of  the  miniftcr's 
conciliatory  propofition  during  the  laft  feffion.  It  pro- 
pofes  the  railing  of  a  revenue  in  the  colony,  by  paying 
a  certain  fixed  fiim  in  the  hundred  on  the  importation 
«f  foreign  goods.  By  which  regulation  the  reveniie  will 
always  bear  a  due  proportion  to  the  wealth  and  con- 
lumption  of  the  colony.  The  rate  of  this  duty  is  to  be 
afcertained  by  parliament,  and  to  remain  unalterably 
.fixed :  the  only  future  regulation  to  be  allowed  is,  for 
making  the  duty  correfpond  with  the  comparative  vdkc 
of  money  at  die  time  the  rates  are  fetded.  flut  it  ptajs, 
<*  that  when  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  may  reguirc  arey 
further  fupplies  from  this  province,  that  then  fuch  rcL- 
•  quifitions  may  be  made  in  the  ufual  manner  formerly 
pradtifed  5"  by  which  the  petitioners  evidently  mean  tso 
fccure  to  themfelvcs  the  right  of  granting  dieir  awn 
money  in  all  fuch  exigencies.  It  alfo  contains  a  lift  of 
grievances  of  which  they  entreat  the  redrefs,  while  they 
intimate  the  neceffity  of  fuch  redrefs  to  infure  a  perma^ 
jient  connection,  and  to  retain  the  afiedions  ctf  ^tiie 
people. 

As  the  petition  propofed  the  raifing  of  a  revenue  uik 
Nov  ^^^  ^^  direftion  of  parliament,  adminiftration  receivdl 
15.  it;  and  on  the  day  appointed  the  houfe  of  commom 
went  into  a  committee  upon  it  j  when  upon  the  motion 
of  lord  North  it  was  refolved,  "  That  the  propofiti<m 
in  the  petition  is  fit  to  be  accepted,  and  that  the  amouAt 
of  the  duty  fhould  be  eight  pounds  fer  centum^  upon  al 
fuch  commodities :" — that  on  the  formal  fettlcmcnt  >rf 
this  matter,  all  other  taxes  and  duties  fhould  ceafe,  fuch 

«nljr 
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only  excepted  as  regulated  commerce;  die  produce  of'77S» 
which  was  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the 'province : 
— and  that  a  direft  importation  into  Nova  Scotia,  pf 
all  wines,  oranges,  lemons,  currants  and  raifms,  froni 
the  place  of  their  growth  and  produce,  fliould  be  ad,- 
mitted.  A  fortnight  aftdr,  the  refolutions  were  reported^ 
with  a  view  to  frame  a  bill  agreeable  to  the  prayer  oT 
the  petitioners.  But  a  multiplicity  of  greater  obje6ls 
engaging-  the  time  and  attention  of  the  minifters,  and 
further  confideration,  occafioned  a  total  r^linquifhmeht 
of  this  bufinefs. 

The  rapidity  with  which  miniftry  carried  all  their  16. 
niealyrifs,  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Burke^s  moving  for  a 
conciliatory  bill.  The  motion  was  prefaced  by  a  peti- 
tion from  the  principal  clothing  towns  in  the  county  of 
Wilts;  and  that  was  intended  to  counteraft  toother, 
which  had  -been  procured  for  a  contrary  purpofe,  and 
to  prevent  (in  the  petitioner's  words)  the  dreadful  effedU 
which  might  arife  from  fuch  milreprefentation  being  con- 
veyed to  parliament.  The  debate  that  followed  was 
not  terminated  till  four  m  the  morning,  when  the  pre- 
vious queftion  being  put,  did  motion  was  negatived  by  ^ 
a  majority  of  210,  to  105. 

Some  days  after,  the  bill  for  prohibiting  all  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  was  brought 
into  parliament.  You  will  hav«  received  it  long  before 
you  can  get  this  letter  j  and.  muft  have  obferved,  that 
the  commiffioners,  whom  it  enables  the  crown  to  ap- 
point, have  only  the  power  of  fimply  granting  pardons, 
but  are  not  authorized  to  inquire  into  grievances,  much 
lefs  to  offer  the  redrefs  of-  them.  This  bill  roufed  im-' 
mediately  the  utmoft  fury  of  oppofitipn  s  but  the  mi- 
•  niftry 
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'«77^  niftry  were  prepared  to  meet  it  without  being  moved 
from  the  ground  they  hM  taken.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
various  arguments  and  methods  of  reafoning  employed 
againft  the  bill,  no  few  farcafms  were  introduced.  Among 
others,  it  was*  obferved  by  one  of  Its  ftancheft  oppofers, 
that  the  guardian  genius  of  America  had  that  day  pre- 
fided  with  full  infiuc,7ce  in  the  midft  of  the  Britifh  coun- 
cils. He  had  infpired  the  meafures,  that  had  been  re- 
folved  upon  by  thofe  who  direfted  the  affairs  of  the 
country.  They  were  evidently  calculated  to  anlwer  all 
the  purpofes,  which  the  mofl:  violent  Americans,  and 
their  moft  zealous  adherents  could  propofe,  by  induc- 
ing the  people  in  the  colonies  to  unite,  in  the  moft  in- 
flexible determination,  to  caft  off  all  dependence  on  this 
government,  and  to  eftablifh  a  free  and  independent 
ftate  of  their  own.  He  therefore  moved,  that  the  title 
of  the  bill  fliould  be  altered,  and  worded  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  Ihould  exprefs  its  real  intent  and  meaning  5  in 
which  cafe  he  was  of  opinion,  it  fhould  be  ftiled  a  bill 
for  carrying  more  effeftually  into  execution  the  refolves 
of  congrefs.     After  a  long  and  vehement  altercation, 

jj/  the  motion  for  the  bill  was  carried,  by  192  votes  againft 

64. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  oppofltion  to  the  bill  was 
no  l»fs  keen  and  fevere.  It  was  reprobated  as  neither 
equitable,  expedient  or  politic.  This  bill  (it  was  faid) 
completes  the  meafure  of  that  feverity  which  refufes  to 
liften  to  the  reprefentations  of  a  people,  who  perfift  in 
Ipite  of  ill  treatment,  to  call  themfelves  the  fubjefts  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  who  implore  its  clemency  to  fulpend 
the  fword  lifted  to  ftrike  them,  till  one  more  hearing 
has  been  granted  thejn. 

In 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  famous  debate,  it  was  obferved  ^775* 
by  a  great  law  lord,  that  the  queftion  of  original  right 
or  wrong,  was  not  fo  much  to  be  attended  to,  as  the 
Indifpenfible  neceffity  of  felf-defence.  We  are  now  en- 
gaged in  a  war,  and  mud  exert  ouifelves  to  profecute 
it  with  fuccefs.  The  criticalnefs  of  our  circumftances 
compels  us  to  fight.  The  laconic  fpeech,  which  a  Scotch  \ 
general  in  the  army  of  Guftavus  Adolphus  made  to  his 
foldiers,  is  precifely  applicable  to  our  fituation.  Point- 
ing to  the  enemy  he  faid,  "  See  you  thofe  m.en,  kill 
them,  my  lads,  or  they  will  kill  you."  After  a  conteft 
which  lafted  till  midnight,  the  motion  for  the  commit- 
ment of  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  divifion  of  78  to  19. 

It  was  followed  by  a  proteft  of  unufual  lengdi,  and  , 
great  energy,  wherein  it  undervvcnt  a  fevere  fcrutiny.  ^ 
A  minute  inveftigaticn  was  made  of  every  obnoxious 
part,  and  no  cenfures  were  fpared  of  which  it  was  thought 
deferving.  The  protefcing  peers  were  Richm.ond,  Pon-  , 
fonby,  Fitzwilliam,  Abergavenny,  Rockingham,  Ched- 
worth,  Abingdon,  and  Manchefter.  We  diflent,  fay 
they,  in  one  place,  "  Becanfe  we  rejeft  with  indignation 
that  claufe  of  this  bill,  which  by  a  refinement  in  tyran- 
ny, and  in  a  fentence  worfe  than  death,  obliges  the  un- 
happy men,  who  fliall  be  made  captives  in  this  preda- 
tory war,  to  bear  arms,  againft  their  families,  kindred 
friends  and  country ;  and,  after  being  plundered  them- 
felves,  to  become  accomplices  in  plundering  their  bre- 
thren." His  majeity  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  21. 
gave  his  aflent  to  the  above  bill  j  and  to  others  at  the 
fame  time. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon  the  American  bufi- 
nefs,  the  great  importance  of  the  colonies  to  the  mother 

country  - 
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1775.  country  was  urged,  by  the  miniftry,  as  a  reafon  for  exertifig 
the  force  of  the  nation  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  obedi- 
ence^ though  upon  other  occafions  they  had  been  fpoken 
of  a^ittle  confequence.  That  this  reduftion  might  be  the 
fooner  and  more  effeftually  fecured,  the  ftates-general  were 
foKcited,  by  a  letter  of  his  majefly's  own  hand-writing, 
to  difpofe  of  their  Scotch  brigade,  to  ferve  againft  the 
Americans  the  enfuing  campaign.  The  requQft  however 
was  not  granted.  The  opinion  given  by  Johan  Derk  van 
der  Cappelky  in  the  affembly  of  the  ftates  of  OveryflW, 
was  pointedly  againft  it.  When  entered  upon  his  laft 
obfervation,  he  fays,  *^  Though  not  as  principals,  yet 
as  auxiliaries,  our  troops  would  be  employed  toward 
fupprefling  (what  fome  pleafe  to  call)  a  rebellion  in  the 
American  colonies ;  for  which  purpofe  I  would  rather 
fee  Janiffaries  hired,  than  troops  of  a  free  ftate." 

**  In  what  an  odious  light  muft  this  unnatural  civil 
war  appear  to  all  Europe ;  a  war  in  which  even  favages 
(if  credit  can  be  given  to  news-paper  information)  re- 
fufe  to  engage :  more  odious  ftill  would  it  aippear  for  a 
people  to  take  a  part  therein,  who  were  rfiemfelves  once 
flaves,  bore  that  hateful  name,  but  at  laft  had  fpirit  to 
fight  themfelves  free.  But  above  all,  it  muft  appear  fti- 
perlatively  deteftable  to  me,  who  think  the  Americans 
worthy  of  every  man's  efteem,  and  look  on  thfcm  as  a 
brave  people,  defending  in  a  becoming,  manly,  and  rc-r 
ligious  manner,  thofe  rights,  which  as  men  they  derive 
fi'om  God,  not  from  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain." 

^^  Their  mode  of  proceeding  will,  I  hope,  ferve  as  aii 
example  to  every  nation  deprived  by  any  means  of  its 
privileges :  yet  fortunate  enough  \xx  being  able  to  make 
fuitable  efforts  toward  retaining  or  regaining  them/* 

4  But 
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But  though  his  majefly's  requeft  to  their  high  mighti-  1775.^ 
TOfles  was  not  complied  with,  his  meffage  to  die  par- 
liament of  Ireland,  had  met  with  fuccefs,  and  they  had 
voted  on  the  25th  of  November,  *<  that  4000  trcx)p8f 
out  of  the  1 2000  voted  for  the  defence  of  that  kingdom, 
be  fpared  for  his  majefty's  fervice  abroad,  (the  meffagcf 
had  mentioned  America)  the  fame  to  be  no  charge  to 
Ireland  after  quitting  the  kingdom."  But  they  declined 
voting,  "  that  4000  proteftant  troops  be  received  to  re?- 
place  the  like  number  fent  abroad  ;  thefe  likewife  to  be 
no  charge  to  Ireland ;"  which  propofition  was  alio  con- 
tained in  the  meffage. 

Sir  Peter  Parker  and  Earl  CornWallis,  with  the  Afteon  Dte, 
and  Thunder  bomb,  failed  from  Portfmouth  for  Corke,  ^ 
to  convoy  the  troops  and  tranfports  there  to  America* 
The  Afteon  put  into  Falmouth,  and  took  on  board  col, 
Ethan  Allen  and  his  fellow  prifoners,  who  .had  been 
confined  in  Pendennis  Caftle,  Cornwall :  from  whence 
they  v^ere  removed  by  direftion  of  government,  upon  a 
difcovery,  that  there  was  an  intention  of  bringing  themi 
before  the  proper  magiftrate,  by  the  habeas  corpus  a6t, 
in  order  to  afcertain,  whether  they  were  legally  charge- 
able with  any  crime,  that  could  warrant  their  confine- 
ment. No  affiftance  was  given  to  Allen  in  England; 
but  when  the  (hip  arrived  at  Corkcj  a  fubfcription  for 
him  was  begun  in  Ireland,  and  an  ample  fupply  of  ne- 
ceffaries  given  him,  of  which  he  and  his  friends  were  in 
gieat  need.  About  the  20th  of  January,  the  fleet  and  ^ 
tranfports  were  ready  to  fail  j  but  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  doubting  his  power  of.  permitting  the  troops  to 
go,  a  claufe,  giving  particular  leave  on  this  occafion,  V 

was  inferted  in  one  of  the  Irilh  bills.    When  the  bill 

came 


240     '  THE      HISTORYOF      THB 

^77^*  came  to  England,  the  claufe  was  fti-uck  out  upon  rile 
idea,  ^'  that  the  king  had  a  right  by  his  prerogative  to 
fend  the  troops."  The  lord  lieutenant  ftill  retaining  his 
doubts,  the  claufe  w^s  inferted  in  another  bill,  which 
was  hurried  through  with  all  poiTible  difpatch.  But  fo 
much  time  was  loft  by  this  affair,  that  it  was  the  13th 

Feb.  of  February  before  the  fleet  could  fail.  It  confifl:ed  of 
forty-three  fail,  and  about  2500  troops.  On  the  i8th 
they  met  with  a  terrible  ftorm  that  difperfed  them. 
Some  of  the  tranfports  put  back  to  Corke,  others  got 
into  Plymouth,  Portfmouth,  and  the  Weftern  ports. 
The  Carcafs  bomb  got  into  Portfmouth :  when  flie  parted 
with  Sir  Peter  he  had  only  twenty-five  fail  with  him.  It 
is  generally  thought,  he  is  deftined  for  the  middle  or 
fouthern  colonies. 

A  fingle  rifleman  taken  prifoner  and  brought  over  to 
England,  being  carried  before  the  mayor  to  be  examin- 
ed, was  difmiflfed ;  as  no  crime  was  charged  upon  him, 
of  v^hich  that  magiftrate  could  take  cognizance. 

His  majefty  having  entered  into  treaty  with  the  land- 
grave of  Heje-Cajely  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  .and  other 
German  princes,  for  17000  men,  to  be  employed  in  Ame- 
29.  rica.  Lord  North  moved,  "  that  thefe  treaties  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  fupply."  The  troops  were 
reprefented  as  equal  to  any  in  Europe  for  the  regularity 
of  their  difcipline :  and  one  reafon  afligned  for  hiring 
them,  was,  that  men  could  be  more  readily  had  that  way 
than  by  recruiting  at  home,  and  upon  the  whole  orv 
cheaper  terms.  But  the  meafure  of  employing  foreign 
auxiliaries  was  reprobated  in  all  its  parts  by  oppofition : 
however,  after  debating  till  pafl:  two  in  the  morning,  his 
lordlhip's  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  242  to 

88. 
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f  8.     When  the  treaties  came  before  the  houfe  of  brds>.*73ft 
they  met  with  equal  oppofition.     IThe  duke  of  Rich-  Mkr- 
mond  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  requefting  him    ^^ 
to  countermand  the  march  of  the  German  auxiliaries, 
^n^  to  give  immediate  orders  for  a  fufpenfion  of  hofti- 
lities  in  America,  in  order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a 
treaty,  to  compofe  the  differences  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  Colonies*  «  He  took  an  bkborioal  view  of  th^ 
treaties  between  the  Britifl^  and'Heffian  court  for  many 
years  paft;  fhowing  that  this  had  gradually  rifen  in  its 
.  demands,'  in  every  fucceffive  treaty.     The  prefent  wa& 
faid  to  have  exceeded  all  the  former  in  the  exorbitancy 
of  its  conditbns.     He  aflerted,  from  the  calculation& 
he  had  made,  that  the  body  of  17^300  foreigners,  takea 
int^  Britifh  pay,  wouldi  including  all  contingencies,  dc^    ^ 
cafion  an  expenceof  no  lefs  than  1,500,0001.  within  the 
courfc  of  a  twelve  mon(^.     It  was  faid  in  the  debates-^ 
The  colonies  are  to  be  devoted  to  die  horrors  of  war, 
and  to  be  treated  as  a  nation  from  which  we  have  exp^^ 
rienced  every  kind  of  contumelious  ufage.     Unprovided 
with  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  for  the  cruel  purpofes 
defigned,  or  unable  to  prevail  upon  the  natives  of  this    . 
country  to  lend  their  hands  to  fuch  a  fanguinary  bufi- ,      - 
nefss .  minifbers  have  aoplied  to  thofe  fo;-eign  princes  whcTl^^ 
trade  in  human  bboa,  and  hired  arnnies  qf  mercenaries  * 
for  the  work  of  deflxudtion.    An  iwrmy  of  foreigners  n 
now  to  be  introduced  into  the  Britifh  dooiinions,  not  to 
protect  them  from  ii\va(ion^  not  to  deliver  them  from 
the  ravages  of  an  hoftile  army,  but  to  affifl:  one  half  of 
the  inhabitants  in  maffacring  the  othen     This  foreign 
connexion  will  be  productive  of  the  moft  fatal  events. 
Hitherto  this  unhappy  dlfpute  has  been  confinod  to  the 
^    Vol.  il.  R  peopla 
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*770'  people  of  the  Britilh  empire :  the  colonies  have  pdt 
fhown  a  difpbfition  for  the  calling  in  of  any  other  nation 
as  an  umpire.  They  apparently  depend  upon  them- 
ielves  for  its  fupport  and  termination ;  anddo  not^  in 
all  probability,  imagine  that  we  can  be  fo  imprudent  as 
to  aflbciate  others  to  our  domeftic  feuds.  But  when 
they  fee  that  we  have  a  recourfe  to  this  odious  expedi- 
ent, they  will  no  longer  think  themfelves  bound  to  ftand 
fingly  in  the  conteft :  they  Miill  after  our  example  apply 
to  ftrangers  for  affiftance.  They  will  conneft  themfelves 
with  fuch,  as  inftead  of  requiring  fubfidfes,  will  fupply 
them  with  men  and  money — fuch  as  willelpoufe  thck  . 
quarrel,  nOt  from  mercenary  motives  5  but  from  hoftile 
confiderations  to  this  country,  from  ancient  habits  of 
inveteracy,  from^  a  thirft  of  revenge  for  the  lofies  and 
humiliations  occafioned  by  our  arms. 

The  plea  of  neceffity  was  the  conftant  fhield  with 
which  the  miniftry  covered  all  the  mealures  that  had  been 
lately  adopted.  But  with  regard  to  the  prefcftt,- they 
Aflerted— Treating  with  foreign  princes  for  the  Iban  oS 
*  their  troops,  is  far  from  being  detrimental  3  the  terms, 
are  not  exorbitant,  confidering  how  indilpenfibly  they 
tirere  known  to  be  wanted,  the  extraordinary  fervice  they 
are  to  go  upon,  the  lands  arid  feas  they  are  to  traVCife 
in'  going  forth  and  coming  home,  and  the  great- uncer- 
tainty of  their  return.  The*  computation  of  the  expenccs 
attending  them  are  over-rated.  But  had  the  expence  been 
greater,  the  emergency  is  fuch  that  we  muft  have  com- 
plied with  any  terms  demanded.  The  Americans  have 
thrown  themfelves  out  of  our  proteftion,  and  are  become 
ftrangers ;  fo  that  we  Ihould  not  fcruple  to  employ  againft. 
tiienf!,  bdth  Our  own  forces  ^d  thofe  of  our  allies. 

iitdjr- 
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Little  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  countenance  tlitt  ''VT* 
foreign  powers  may  give  to  America:  it  is  ib  evident^ 
that  their  plaineft  intereft  militates  againft  their  under-s- 
taking the  defence  of  the  colonies,  that  it  ia  not  a  fub- 
jeftdefervingof  difcuflion.  .^^^.. 

After  violent  debates,  the  queftion  was  carried  in  h^&^ 
of  miniftry  by   lOO  votes  to  32.     But  not  withoul'-& 
proteft,  wherein  the  lords  fay,  ^^  We  have  reafon  to^^^   - 
prehend,  that  when  the  colonies  come  to  underftan^^ 
.thkt  Great  Britain  is  forming  alliances  and  hiring  foreigirf 
troops  for  their  deftruftion,  they  may  think  they^'afS. 
well  juftified,  by  the  exarriple,  in  endcavourirtg  to- iavaSf . 
th^mfelves  of  the  like  afliftance ;  and  that  Frante,  S^firy  - 
Pfuffia,  or  other  powers  of  Europe,  may  think  tMf 
have  as  good  a  right  as  Heffe,  Brunlwick,  and  HahSdi 
to  interfere  in  our  domeftit  quarrels/'     When  this  bul^ 
nefs  was  decided,  another  came  on,  which  occafibnt^ 
no  lefs  ferment.     The  fecretary  of  war  gave  notice,  that  Mar, 
the  fum  of  845,0001.  would  be  neceflary  to  defray  the 
extraordinary  expences   from    the    corhmencement .  of 
March  the  preceding  year,  to  the  end  of  laft  January*  *•• 
This  information  excited  one  of  the  moft  violent  ftorihs 
of  oppolition  ever  known.     "Never,  (faid  they)  was  lb 
vaft  a  demand  for  contingent  expences  incurred  in  IS 
fhort  a  time."    From  the  various  calculations  nrtade  orl 
this  bccafion,  they  inferred,  that  no  lefs  than  one  hun- 
dred pounds  a  man  had  been  expended  on  the  garrifoft 
of  Bofton,  within  lefs  than  the  term  of  a  year ;  during 
w*hich  time,  they  had  been  reduced  to  great  extremities, 
through  want  of  provifions ;  and  had  endured  a  varietj^ 
of  wretchednefs.    The  miniftry,    though  aflailed  wifli' 
ihtkh  vthemence>  ftood  their  grWind  up0i  th*  a|)i>rt)5- 

^  R  ^  batioa 
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*77^  batbn  and  authority  of  parliament.  They  argued-»As 
to  the  expenditure  of  thofe  fums,  which  are  loaded  with* 
heavy  cenf  Jrcs,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the  ope- 
rations they  were  employed  in,  were  numerous  and 
chargeable  i  and  that  the  various  undertakings  which 
had  been  refolved  upon,  were  of  fo  novel  and  difficult  a 
nature,  as  to  require  the  moft  refolute  exertions,  and  the 
moft  liberal  fupport-  The  Maffachufetts  had  cxercifed 
that  refiltance  for  which,  not  imagining  it  would  have 
been  carried  to  fuch  extremities,  they  had  not  made  an 
adequate  preparation :  but  now  that  nothing  lefs  than 
the  moft  daring  and  ftubborn  oppofition  was  cxpe&ed 
from  the  colonifts,  they  fhould  no  longer  withhold  their 
ftrength ,  but  (hould  put  it  forth  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
would  fliow  that  Britain  was  fully  able  to  crulh  them. 
A  feffion  or  t^o  more  of  firmnefs  and  vigor,  would 
bring  about  an  alteration  of  affairs,  and  make  the  colo- 
nics repent  of  the  provocations  they  had  ^ven  to  this 
country.  The  motion  for  the  fupply  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  180  to  57. 
Mar#  A  frefh  attempt  was  made  in  the  houfe  of  lords  to 
*^  prevent  a  continuance  of  holtilities.  The  duke  of 
Grafton  moved,  that  an  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to 
the  throne,  requefting  that,  in  order  to  ftop  the  flirther 
effufion  of  blood,  and  to  manifeft  the  finccre  defire  of 
king  and  parliament  to  reftorc  peace,  and  redrefs  griev- 
ances, a  proclamation  might  be  iffued,  declaring,  that 
if  the  colonies  fhould  prefent  a  petition  to  the  own- 
mander  in  chief  of  his  majefly's  forces  in  America,  or 
Co  the  commiffioners  appointed  for  fuch  purpofes,  let- 
ting forth  what  they  confidered  to  be  their  juft  rights 
and  real  grievances,  the  king  would  confent  to  a  fuipen- 

fioft 
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fion  of  arms,    and  refer  their  petition  to  parliament,  177& 
where  they  might  be  confident  it  would  be  duly  con- 
fidered  and  anfwered.     All  the  reafonings  of  thofe  who 
fupported  the  motion  were  totally  inefFeftual :  it  was  re- 
jefted  by  a  majority  of  near  three  to  one.     Thus  ended 
a  debate,  which  put  a  period,  for  a  while,  to  all  attempts 
for  conciliatory  meafures,  in  either  houfe  of  parliament. 
But  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the 
city  of  London,  ftill  continued  their  endeavours,   in 
an  humble  and  decent  addrefs,  which  they  prefentcd 
to  his  majefly.     The  anfwer,  though  not  according  to  Mar. 
their  petition,  was  no  wife  irritating ;  and  exprcfled  as  **' 
much  mercy  and  clemency  to  the  Americans,  adjudged 
to  be  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  as  could  be  expeftcd,  con- 
fidering  what  coercion  was  going  forward.     Some  of  the  ApA 
Brunjwick  troops  failed  from  Spithead  under  convoy  of     ** 
two  men  of  war,  and  were  followed  the  next  day  by 
gens.  Burgoyne  and  Phillip  \  Burgoyne  had  left  Bofton 
in  December,  and  returned  home  after  i  Ihort  paflage. 

Letters  patent,  by  his  majefty's  order,  paflcd  under  Migr 
the  great  feal,  conflituting  lord  Howe  and  gen.  Howe/ 
to  be  his  majefty's  commiffioners  for  reftoring  peace  to 
the  colonies  in  North  America,  and  for  granting  pardon 
to  fiich  of  his  majefty's  fubjefts  there,  now  in  rebellion,  as 
fhall  deferve  the  royal  mercy.  The  fame  day,  commodore 
Hothann,  with  all  the  tranfports,  having  the  firft  divifioii 
of  Heffians  on  board,  failed  from  St.  Helen's  for  North 
America.  The  troops  are  to  affift  in  forcing  the  rebels 
to  afk  mercy.  Five  days  aftei",  his  lordlhip  followed  in 
the  Eagle  man  of  war. 

According  to  the  eftimates  laid  before  parliament,  the 
Army  to  be  employed  againft  the  Americans,  in  different 

R  3  quarters^ 
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i>7$i  qqart«rs,  amounts  to  55,000  men,  befide  all  the  recruit!^ 
raifed  in  Canada  and  other  parts  of  the  continent,  which 
Haay'amountto50oo.   Thefeeftimatesmuft  however  have 
fiippofed  the  regiments  fulL     But  after  deduding.for 
deficiencies  in  all  conceivable  ways,  we  may  allow. the 
whole  land  force,  with  which  the  united  colonies  will  have 
to  combat>  to  be  at  leaft  40,000  privates  and  officers. 
May       Iff  is  majefty  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers ;  gave  his  royal 
^^'     ^nt  to  fuch  bills  as  wei;e  prefented ;  and  then  put  an 
end  to  the  feffion.     In  his  fpeech  he  faid,  ".  It  is  with 
.    ipkafure  I  inform  you,  that  the  aflurances  which  I  have 
received  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  feveral  powers  in 
Europe,  promife  a  continuance  of  the  general  tranquil- 
lity." .      '. 
r.-  .  Many  in  Britain  are  more  than  ever .  difgufted  with 
V*     qo^rciye  mealures,-  from 'the  ill  fuccefs.  v/hxQhi  has  at- 
t^de^  their  execution,     The  difafters  which  have.  hap-. 
'    pcncd,  hayemade  a  deep  impreflion  upon  their  minds; 
agd  they  are  r§ady  4:0  impute  them,  rather  to  the  ini- 
-  •  <iui?y,  than  to  the  imprudence  of  the  fchemes  in  agita- 
*•    tioa.     Byt  iidminiftration  has  been  fupported  by  both 
tiie  prels  and  the  pulpit.     Several  pamphlets,  compofecj 
yith  much  art  and  ability,  and  recommended  by  many 
of  the  beauties  of  language,  have  painted  in  black  and 
luteful  colours^  the  claims  and  condud  of  the  Amerir- 
coiis  i  and  have,  by  that  mean,  not  a  litde  inflamed  the 
refentment  of  th«  mother  country.     One  of  the  leading 
nnethodift  preachers,  Mr.  Wf— ,  has  revived  the  dodlrine? 
of  paffivc  obedience  and  non-refiftance,  nearly  as  aflcrted 
in  the  laft  century.     He  declines  pr.a£J:ifing  them  toward 
his  fupcriors  in  the  EngUfh  church,  of  which  he  pro- 
f^^  hwfeljf  ^,  oifiipbea:*     JI1&  ^^cs  Jphnfon  mi 
5                                                      3hebj[)eare^ 
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Shebbeare,  as  in  duty  and  gratitude  bound  for  their  re-  177^.- 
Ipeftive  penfions,  have  publilhed  many  ingenious  thing* 
on  the  fide  of  miniftry.  .  But  none  have  diftinguiflicd 
themfclves  more  among  the  politic^  champicMis  of  the 
day,  than  Dr.  Price.  He  publiflied  in  February  a  mofi: 
admirable  piece,  ftiled,  '^*  Obfervatioiis  on  the  nature  of 
civil  liberty,  the  principles  of  governnnient>  and  die 
juftice  and  policy  of  the  American  war."  .  Such  was  the 
avidity  with  which  it  was  read,  that  it  ran  through  four 
editions  within  a  month..  His  opponents  may  write 
againft  it  as  much  as  they  will,  but  they  wili  never  be 
able  to  confute  it.  On  the  24th  of  March,  at  a  court 
of  common-council,  a  motion  was  made  and  cairied, 
".  That  the  thanks  of  the  court  b^  given  to  Dn  Pria^ 
for  his  excellent  pamphlet  oa -civil  liberty ;  alfo,  tbatth(!! 
freedom  of  the  city  be  prefcnted  to  him  in  n  gold  bpx." 
Three  days  after,  at  a  court  of  afliftaats  of  the  drapers 
company,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  prefei*( 
the  doftor  with  the  freedom  of  that  company.  The  doc- 
tor has  conveyed  his  acknowledgments  to  die  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common-council ;  and  exprefled  his  hope 
that  their  approbation  would  lead  the  public  to  fix  their 
views  more  on  fuch  meafures  as  fliould  fave  a  finking 
conftitution,  and  preferve  us  from  impending  calamities. 
You  may  wifti  to  know  the  fentiments  of  the  French 
relative  to  the  American  conteft.  Thole,  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry,  who  are  tolerably  verfed  in  the  Englifti  lan- 
guage, accuftom  themfclves  to  the  reading  of  the  papers 
containing  the  difppte5  between  Britab  and  the  colonies* 
The  generality  conceive  of  the  aflfair  as  a  family  quarrd, 
which  the  parties  will  make  up  after  a  while;.  Whatever 
th^y  may  wifh,  as  10  its  continimnce  and  increafe,  and 
R  4  howevcf? 
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».7.7^' however  they  may  covertly  contribute  pward  its  flip- 
port,  theiy  wilj  decline,  for  the  prefent,  all  public  inter-, 
fference,  and  give  the  moft  fatisfaftory  affurances  to  the 
court  of  London,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  both  fides 
i^ould  otherwife  accommodate,  unite  and  fall  upon  them. 
Should  the  late  ads  which  parliament  have  pafied,  and 
/  the  hiring  pf  German  auxiliaries,  force  the  congrefs  into 
a  declaration  of  independence,  they  will  ftill  remain  in^r 
^ftive,  whatever  prcpan^tio/is  th^y  may  ntake,  until  fome 
very  favorable  occurrence  brings  them  forward.  Till 
then,  they  will  not  think  of  taking  the  colonies  by  the 
hand;  left  Britain  fhould,  upon  its  being  done,  offer 
'  ^ery  thing  fhort  of  independence,  axid  thereby  unite 
them  afrefh  to  thip  mother  country ;  which  might  dif- 
grace  France  in  the  eyes  of  other  European  powers,  if 
not  expofe  her  to  worfe  confequences. 

You  will  eafily  conceive  of  my  eager  expeftation  of 
hearing  from  youfliortly.  The  operations  in  America 
will  foon  be  extremely  interefling.  Let  your  informs* 
tbns  be  as  early  an4  frequent  as  poffible, 


Jl.    E    T    T    E    R.    y.,  ^        . 

fipxiury^^  July  19,  1776,  .  . 

THE  affairs  of  Canada  fh^W  employ  our  firft  atten^ 
tion.  .  ^  .-.    .,  ,. 

Sir  Guy  CarJeton  has  treated  the  prifoncrs,  taken  at  die 
attack  of  ^cbcc^  botl^  officers  and  privates,  }«ith  the 
'  »-  ytmoft 
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wtaioft  humanity,  la  converfation  with  major  Meigs,  '77^' 
when  returning  his  fword.  Sir  .Guy  faid,  "  You  wepc 
certainly  deceived  in  our  numbers,  and  did  not  cxped: 
we  were  fo  ftrong."  The  major  anlwered,  **  No,  wc 
knew  your  ftrength."  Carleton  perfifted,  *^  You  muft 
have  been  deceived ;  for  you  never  could  have  attacked^ 
us,  had  you  known  that  we  were  double  your  number.'*' 
The  major  rejoined,  "  We  were  not  deceived  j  but  were 
perfuaded,  that  many  of  your  rticn  would  not  fight,  and. 
thought  that  fome  of  them  might  join  us."  The  dit' 
courfe  was  changed,  and  foon  Cfided.  . 

The  blockade  of  Quebec  was  condnucd  i  but  great 
were  the  fears  of   the  Atncn^eans,    ^   Acy  had  rio 
more  than  400  men  to  do  duty,  while  there  were  upward;^ 
0f  three  times  the  number  m  the  city.    They  were  ill 
daily  expedation,  that  the  latter  would  fally  out  upcin 
them.    At  length  capt.  Seaborn,  with  twcmy-llevcn  menjuu 
from  the  Maffachufetts,  arrived  fordidrencoun^ement;  ^S» 
and  was  followed  by  other  fmaU  reinforcements,  whercbjr 
they  were  enabled  to  reft  one  night  out  of  two,  which 
had  not  been  the  cafe  for  a  mondi.     They  advanced;^ 
and  began  again  to  ereft  works  before  Quebec :  but 
their  ordnance  proved  inadequate.  '  All  the  troops  that 
could  be  fpared  from  the  garrifon  of  Montreal  were  fent       * 
down:  but  it  was  not  till  late  in  February,  that  the-Fcb. 
army  before,  the  city  amounted  to  960,  officers  included V  * 
0f  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty,  the  number  was  only  77a. 
Mr.  Beaujeu   imbodied  a-  party   of  Canadians,  with 
die  defign  of  raifing  the-  iiege;  but  was  encountered, -Mar- 
and  eafily  difperfed  by  a  detachment  from  the  contineri-     ^^* 
tals.     The  mifconduft  x)f  the  American  foldiery  how*' 
ever,  loft  th?m  the  friendfliip  of  t^ie  Canadians.    The 
-  account 
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iT]6.  account  forwarded  by  an  officer  was  to  the  following 
purport—"  When  gen.  Montgomery  firft  penetrated 
the  country,  the  Canadians  were  friendly.  His  mbft 
unfortunate  fate  and  other  accidents  have  produced  fiich 
a  change,  that  they  can  be  ho  more  looked  upon  as 
friends.  Their  clergy  have  been  negledtcd,  perhaps  ill 
ufed,  and  fo  are  unanimoufly,  though  privately  againft 
the  Americans.  The  peafantry  in  general  have  been 
inal-treated ;  in  fomc  inftances  have  been  dragooned 
with  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  furrrifh  wood  at  a  lower 
rate  than  the  current  price.  They  have  had  given  them, 
for  articles  furniflied,  certificates  which  are  not  legible, 
or  are  l^ithout  a  fignature;  fo  that  one  half  of  them 
have,  of  confequence,  been  rejeded  by  the  quarter 
mafter  general.  They  have  had  promifes  of  payment, 
without  being  paid ;  and  fo"  been  brought  to  look  upon 
the  promifes  as  vague,  their  labor  and  property  as  lofti  and 
ijongrefe  las- bankrupt.  With  refpedt  to  the  better*  fort 
of  people,  both  French  and  Englifh,"  fevcn-eighths  wifti 
to  fee  the  throats  of  the  continentals  cut.  The  whole 
country  has  been  left  without  any  kind  of  law,  other  than 
that  of  the  arbitrary  and  defpotic  power  of  the  fword  in. 
the  hands  of  the  fcveral  commanding  officers,  too  fir^ 
quently  abufcd  in  all  cafes  of  this  nature.  The  Amerirf 
cans  have  themfelves  brought  about  by  mifmanagemcnt, 
what  gen.  Carlcton  himfelf  could  never  cfieft.  A  prieft'9 
houfe  has  been  entered  with  great  violence,  and  his 
watch  plundered  from  him.  At  another  hou(^  .the 
Americans  ran  in  debt  about  twenty  ftiillings  fterling; 
and  becaufe  the  owner  wanted  to  be  paid,  they  ran- him 
trough  the  neck  with  a  bayonet.  Wopnen  and  childrca 
have  been  terrified,  and  forced  to  (urniih  ^orfps  to  prir 
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ifate  fpldiers  without  any  profpeft  of  pay.     While  the  ^1|fe 
Canadians  have  in  this  way  been  ali^natecj  from,  ai)4     ' 
imbittered  againft  the  coi\tinentals  j  thefe  have  b^en  pra^* 
tifing  the  nnoft  fcandalous  wafte  of  provifions^  and  by 
it,  abfurdly  adding  tp  the  danger  arifing  froai  their  other 
conduft."     On  the  receipt  of  this  information,  Qongreft  Apn 
refolved,  "  That  inftruftions  be  fent  to  th^  cqinmifli*  f^* 
oners,  to  caufe  juftice  to  be  dope  to  the  Canadians  :—f-  I 
and  that  the  commanding  officer  in  Canadaj^  be  dir^.ft^   ' 
to  be  very  attentive  to  militai7;difcipline,  and  tQ  inflift. 
exemplary  punifhment  on  aU  tho^  who  vjolat^  the  mi^r 
litary  regulations  eftablifhed  by  coFiigrefs." .   They  ha4 
before  ordered  four  battalions  to  (Canada  they  now  addcd. 
fix  more  ;  and  directed  the  coqcimMTary  genqraj  W  fpf*- 
\vard  aooo  barrels. of  pork  thith^  ^vifh  f^l  poflAfek  di£r    " 
patch.  .       • 

While  the  troops  lay  befpre  Quebec,  they  (»\J^t  th4' 
fmall-pox  from  a  girl,  who  ha4  beea  a  nPrfe  in  l^  aty 
hofpital,  and  came  out  arriong  the.m.     The,  dift*nnip<r» 
fpread,  and  the  foldiers  inpcql^ted  themfelv^^.f^rd^W  ^ 
own  fafety.,  regardlefs  of  all  orders  to  the  cpntrsiry,   Thft 
reinforcements,  which  were  daily  arriving,  pra^tifed  the 
fame  method ;  fo  that  though,  \>y  the  ift  of  May,,  the  May 
army  confifted  of  more  than  jQpo  nc^en,  there  wer^  oQt     '• 
goo  fit  for  duty  at  the  feveral^poftss  aiwi  the  whol^  were 
greatly  fcattered  for  want  of  barrafl^s.     Wh*t  a.dded  tQ 
the  diftrefs,  medicines  and  every  thing  nit^c^ffHry  for  tb#; 
fick  were  wanted.     This  wa,s  the  fituatjon  of  the  troops^ 
when  gen.  Tbomas  arrived  to  t^e  thf  command ;  but 
ftill  fomething  was  attemptcdp     The  river  about  ^^^ 
being  fufficiently  clewed  firom  ice,  th?  Anrieriq^  took     3^ 
the  Q|)poiytwi{y  of  thp  ^iQQ4  fe^  fep^il>g  up  a  fire-fhip^ 

^bout 
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X  77^' about  ten  at  night,  in  order  to  fire  the  fhipping;  and 
drew  up  ready  to  attack  the  walk,  if  the  fire  fhould  take 
place.  They  were  provided  with  ladders;  and  their 
fcheme  was  well  laid*  Had  it  fijcceededy  the  garrifori 
muft  have  been  thrown  into  great  confufion ;  and  had 
that  opportunity  for  making  an  affault  been  embraced, 
the  town  muft  have  been  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
taken.  The  ftiip  coming  from  below  was  at  firft  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  friend,  arrived  from  fea  to  the  relief  of  the 
befieged.  Being  night  it  was  not  till  fhe  was  very  near 
the  fhipping,  that  (he  was  difcovercd  to  be  an  enemy, 
when  a  heavy  fire  at  her  commenced  j  the  people  on 
board,  finding  that  they  were  no  longer  concealed,  light- 
ed the  train,  and  in  a  moment  fhe  was  in  a  blaze ;  her 
fails  took  fire,  and  checked  her  way :  and  the  tide  be- 
^nning  to  ebb,  fhe  was  carried  down  the  river.  The 
men  made  their  efcape  in  boats. 

General  Thomas  perceiving  that  nothhig  efie£hial 
could  be  done  by  the  army  in  its  prefent  condition*,  learn* 
ing  that  they  had  only  three  days  provifion,  and  apprc* 
hcnfive  of  the  danger  that  would  take  place  upon  the 

May  arrival  of  Britifh  reinforcements,  called  a  council  of  war, 
when  it  was  concluded  to  make  the  beft  retreat  in  their 
power.  The  meafures  which  immediately  followed, 
were  fufficient  indications  to  the  enemy  of  what  was  in- 
tended.    It  fo  happened,    that  early  in   the  morning 

f.  after  the  retreat  was  concluded  upon,  the  Surprife  fri- 
gate from  Great  Britain  arrived,  and  was  foon  followed 
by  the  Ifis  of  54  guns,  and  the  Martin  floop,  with  fuc- 
cours.  They  had  by  the  zeal  and  aftivity  of  the  officers 
-  and  crews  forced  their  way  through  the  ice,  while,  the 
pafiage  up  the  river  was  deemed  aln^oft  impradticable. 

They 
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They  had  on  board  loo  marines,  and  two  connpanies  177^. 
of  the  29th  regiment,  which  were  landed  with  all  expc,- 
dition.  About  noon,  gen.  Carlcton  having  joined  them 
to  his  own  troops,  marched  out,  800  ftrong,  to  attack 
the  Americans,  who  had  began  their  retreat  before ;  for 
gen.  Thomas  could  not  hazard  waiting  an  attack,  as  he 
was  nor  able  to  colled  more  than  about  300  men,  on 
^account  of  their  bemgTo  fcattered  on  Point  Levi,  lik 
of  Orleans,  Beau  Port,  and  other  villages.  The  Atne-^ 
ricans  abandoned  their  baggage,  artillery,  Ilores.  and 
other  encumbrances.  The  fick  got  off  as  they  could, 
creeping  away  from  the  hofpitals,  many  with  the  fnnaU- 
pox  full  on  them*  The  Canadians  proved  kind,  fecreted 
and  took  care  of  them^  till  they  werc^ble  to  march  off 
and  join  their  comrades.  Sil*  Guy  Carleton  did  not  takt 
more  than  about  100  prifoncrs.  The  king's  troops, , 
that  had  juft  arrived,  were  in  no  ccmdition  for  a  purfiiit; 
but  could  the  whole  have  followed  with  vigcM*,  they  muft 
have  taken  or  deftroyed  nearly  all  the  American  forces, 
for  they  had  little  ammunition.  They  retreated  forty- 
five  miles  before  they  (lopped,  having  marched  alaioft 
the  whole  night.  After  halting  a  few  days,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Sorel,  in  a  condition  not  to  be  expreiied  by 
words ',  but  had  the  fatisfadion  of  being  joined  there 
by  four  regiments,  that  were  waiting  for  them.  Here 
they  remained,  and  were  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of 
other  battalions.  During  this  period  gen.  Thomas  fick- 
ened  of  the  fmall-pox,  ?nd  died.  Having  ordered  that 
the  troops  Ihould  not  inoculate,  he  would  not  have  a 
recourfe  to  that  precaution  for  his  own  fecurity.*  The 
Americans  have  loft  in  him  one  of  their  bcft  general*; 
He  was  amiably  in  private  and  publi?  life.    Contented. 

with 
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^nd^'mA  domeftic  happincfs,  he  was  not  ambiribus  of  an 
exalted  ftation ;  but  was  ready  to  ferve  his  country  in 
the  moft  hazardous  fituation.  Gen.  Thonnpfon  coin- 
tnanded  after  Thomas  fickened,  and  when  the  latter 
died,  the  command  devolved  on  gen.  Sullivan^  who  had 
repaired. to  Canada  early  in  May. 

The  Americans  had  for  fom.e  time  polled  at  the  Ce- 
dars, a  fmall  fort  forty-three  miles  above  Montreal,  i 
party  of  390*  men,  under  the  command  of  col.  Beadle. 
Capt.  Forfter,  with  a  detachment  of  the  8th  regimeilf, 
^about  40,  Canadians  lOO,'  and  500  Indians,  bui  widi- 
put  cannon,  defcended  from  the  lakes,  and  approached 
toward  the  fort  *.  The  colonel,Mn  a  cowardly  mannci*, 
abandoned  his  command  to  major  Butterfield,  and  rc*- 
"paired  to  Montreal  for  a  reinforcement.     The  majrt- 

May  haying  little  or  no  more  courage  than  the  other,  fiir- 

'S*  rendered  the  fort  without  making  any  refiftancc  worA 
noticing.  Mean  while,  major  Henry  Sherburne  was  de^ 
teched  with  140  men  from  Montreal;  but  col.  Beadte^ 
valuing  .fafety  more  than  fidelity  or  honor,  refiifed  to 
returrl  with  the  reinforcement.  It  W2is  the  day  after  the 
furrender  before  major  Sherburne  could  proceed  frqm  the 
lake  (which  he  was  obliged  to  crofs)  with  lOb  men  inchirf- 
ing  himfelf.     The  reft  were  left  for  guards  and  other 

^^  fervices.  About  noon  they  fet  out  for  the  Cedars,  dif- 
t^nt-nine  miles.  Having  rnarched  about  five,  they  werfe 
attacked  by  a  body  of  about  500  Indians  and  Canadi- 
ans, who,  under  cover  of  a  wood,  fired  upon  thenf. 
'iThe  Americans  maintained  an  bfeftinate  erigagcmtot 
for  an  hour  and  forty  minutes ;  when  the  Indians  har* 
ing  furrounded  them,  rufhed  upon  and  difarmcd  theiU; 

*  Journals  of  Congrels,  voLli.  p,  257, 

Many 
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Many  of  them  were  facrificed  to  Indian  fury,  butchered  17^ 
with  tomahawks  and  other  inftrumcrits  of  death.  They 
loft  in  the  a6tion  twenty-eight  killed  and  wounded* 
About  twenty  were  afterward  killed  in  cold  blood  >  and 
feven  or  eight  were  carried  off  by  the  Indians.  The 
prifoners  were  immediately  ftripped  almoft  i>akcd,  drort 
to  the  fort,  and  delivered  to  capt.  Forfter,  whofe  fuc- 
cefs  in  taking  the  fort  wa5  not  known  before  the  aftioru 
The  enemy  had  two  and  twenty  killed,  among  them  a 
chief  warrior  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  on  Recount  of  whofe 
death  the  prifoners  were  probably  treated  with  the  groflfer 
infult  and  abufe.  Arnold,  who  had  been  made  a  bri- 
gadier general  the  beginning  of  January,  had  com- 
manded in  Montreal  fome  time,  having  returned  thither 
upon  gen.  Wooftcr*s  going  down  to  Quebec,  He  was 
defirous  of  remedying  the  evil  that  had  taken  place  at 
the  Cedars,  and  went  forward  with  ^  party  of  between 
8  and  900  men  to  the  lake.  When  it  was  dilcovcrcd 
that  the  general  was  approaching  and  making  dilpofi-  ^6. 
fions  to  attack  the  enemy,  capt.  Forfter  took  care  to  ac- 
quaint him,  that  if  he  would  not  agree  to  a  propofed 
cartel,  (which  major  Sherburne  and  the  other  officers 
heid  been  required  to  fign  and  had  figned)  but  proceeded 
to  attack  him,  every  man  of  the  prifoners  would  be  put 
to  inftant  death  by  the  Indians.  Gen.  Arnold  was  ex- 
tremely avcrfe  to  entering  into  any  agreement,  but  wa$ 
at  length  induced  by  the  motive  of  faving  the  prifon- 
ers. A  cartel  was  concluded  upon  and  figned  on  the 
27  th,  for  the  exchange  of  2  majors,  .  9  captains,  20  ^y, 
fubalterns,  and  443  foldiers.  It  was  agreed  that  four 
American  captains  ftiould  be  fent  to  Quebec  as  hoftages, 
and  remain  there  until  the  prifoners  arc  exchanged. 

Let 
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'''^*      Let  us  now  direft  our  attention  to  Sir  Guy  Czrktctt, 

j  who  had  a  frelh  opportunity  of  exercifing  his  humanity^ 

/  toward  the  Americans.     That  the  fick,  who  were  left 

;■   behind  and  could  not  get  off"  when  the  others  fled  fronir 

;    before  Quebec,  might  not  peri{h,'he  iffucd  a  procknnai* 

tion,  commanding  .the  proper  officers  to.  find  out  and 

iifFord  the   unhappy  perfons  all  neceffary  relief  at  the 

public  expence ;  and  to  render  the  benefit  complete,  and 

to  prevent  obftinacy  or  apprehenfion  from  marring  its 

cfFedt,  he  affured  them^  that  upon  recovering  they  ^(hou)4 

have  free  liberty  of  returning  to  their  refpeftivc  pri^- 

[   vinces. 

Toward  the  end  of  May  feveral  regiments  arrived  i 
and  the  Britifh  force  in  Canada^  when  completed,  was 
cftimated  at  about  13,000  men.  The  general  rendez-r 
vous  was  appointed  to  be  at  Three  Rivers,  halfway  be-r 
tween  Quebec  and  Montreal,  about  90  miles  from  each^ 
The  place  takes  its  name  from  the  viciAity  of  one  of  the 
branches  of  a  large  river,  whofe  waters  are  difcharged^ 
through  three  mouths,  into  that  of  St.  Lawrence*  The. 
Britilh  and  Brunfwick  troops  were  at  this  tim^  much 
fcparated.  A  confiderable  body  was  at  Three  Rivers 
under  gen.  Frazer.  Another  under  gen.  Nefbit  lay  near 
it  on  board  the  tranfports.  A  greater  than  either, 
with  the  generals  Carleton,  Burgoyne,  Phillips,,  and 
Reidefel,  was  in  feveral  divifions  by  land  aod  water, 
on  its  way  from  Quebec.  Gen.  Sullivan,  from  the.  in- 
formation he  received,  concluded  upon  an  expedidoa 
againft,  as  he  apprehended,  the  Britifh  advanced  guard 
at  Tbree  Rivers,  the  execution  of  which  was  commuted 
t6  gen.  Thom^fon.  The  latter  embarked  at.Sorely  with 
1 800  men,  under  colonels  Maxwell,  St^.  Clair  and  Wayne, 
3  ia 
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in  fifty  boats,    and  coafting  the  fouth  fide-  of  Lake  itj^' 
St.  Peter,  where  the  St:  Lawrence  Ipreads  to-  a  great 
extent,  arrived  at  Nicolet,  from  whence  they  fell  down 
the  river  by  night,  and  paffed  to  the  other  fide,  with  an ' 
intention  of  furprifing  the  forces  under  gen.  Frazer*      i 
Three  Rivers  is  to  be  confidered  rather  as  a  long  viU 
lage,  than  a  regular  town.     The  plan  was  tp  land  nine^ 
miles  above  the  town,  fo  feafonably  as  to  march  down* 
under  cover  of  the  night, '^  and  to  attack  it  a  little  before 
day-break.     By  reafon  of  unexpefted  delays,  it  was  fo  June 
long  ere  the  troops  landed,    that    in  a  few  minutes    *• 
the  day  light  appeared.  They  had  then  to  mal?:e  a  forced 
march   of  nine  miles,     Thef  haftened,  ran  down  hilt- 
and  up,  and  got  tired.     The  general  puflied  on,  having 
procured  a  Canadian  guide,  who  was  cither  ignorant  or 
unfaithful  J  for  a  litde  before  fun-rife  he  found  his  forces 
were  too  much  out  of  the  way.    They  returned,  but 
loft  the  road  on  the  fide  of  the  river ;  were  fopn  howr-r 
ever,  in  view  of  fome  of  the  cnetny*s  boats,  between^ 
which  and  the  flanking  party  feveral  balls  were  exchange' 
ed.     They  then  quickened  their  pace,  and  continued, 
advancing  in  fight  of  the  fliipping,  with  drum  beating 
^nd  fife  playing,  as  they  knew  they  w«-e  difcovcred* 
They  foon  heard  the  fpeaking  trumpets  found  "  land 
the  troops— land  the  troops."     The  general  judging., 
there  was  no  poflibility  of  pafling  the  Ihips,  without  be-  . 
ing  expofed  to  all  their  fire;  and  yet  deteroiining  to 
perfift  in  the  expedition,  filed  off  at  a  right  angle  from 
the  river.     He  meant  to  take  a  circuitous  route,  and 
enter  the  town  on  the  back  fide.     A  bad  morafs  inter-^ 
pofed ;  the  troops  entered  it  j  they  were  then  about  two 
miles  from  the  town,     A  Worfe  march,  for  about  a  mile, 
-afid  a  half,  did  not  offer  in  all  Arnold's  expedition,  the 
Vol.  II.  '       S  men* 
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^77&  men  were  almoft  mired.     About  nine  o'clock  they  came 
to  a  cleared  fpotj  formed  and  gotirtto  fome  order  about 
ten.     They  advanced,  but  before  the  rear  had  got  off. 
the  place  of  formation,  the  front  received  a  l^avy  fire 
from  the  enemy,  which  ftruck  them  with  terror.     The : 
fire  was  inftantly  repeated ;  and  though  the  balls  flew 
oVer  the  heads  of  the  troops,  without  doing  any  mate-, 
rial  execution,  they  gave  way  and  crowded  back  in  the 
utmoft  confufiort,  which  left  them  without  a  leader,  fo 
that  every  one  did  as  he  pleafed.     They  turned  their 
faces  up  the  river,  and  haftened  through  the  fwamp  as 
faft  as  poflible.    About  eleven  they  began  to  colle<5t,^ 
and  after  a  while  learnt  from  the  Canadians,  that  the 
enemy  had  fent  a  detachment,  with  feveral  field  pieces 
by  land,  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and  a  party  by  water 
to  feize  their  boats.     About  four  they  were  told,  that 
the  enemy  had  fecured  the  bridge  before  them, .  which  it 
was  fuppofed  they  muft  pafs.     They  were  alfb^ibon  con- 
vinced,  that  a  large  body  was  clofe  in  their  rear.     Col. 
Maxwell  ordered  all  who  had  coUefted  together  to  halt, 
called  the  ojfHcers  to  him  and  faid,  "  Wliat  fhtU  we 
do  ?  Shall  we  fight  thofe  in  the  front  or  in  the  rear  ?  or 
Ihall  we  tamely  fubmk  ?  or  fhall  we  turn  off  into  the 
woods,  and  each  man  fhift  for  himfelf  ?*'  The  kft  pro- 
pofal  was  preferred  5  but  the  enemy  was  fo  near>  that 
the  rear  of  the  Americans  was  expofed,  to  inother  tre- 
mendous fire,  while  going  down  the  hill  into  the  woods^ 
-but  the  balls  flew  over  them  without  mjuring  any.    The 
perlbn,  who  was  intruded  with  the  care  of  thi€  boats, 
had  removed  them  in  time  to  a  fecure  place,  fo  that  the 
Icrfs  of  the  A-mcricans,  which  muft  othcr^rife  have  been 
much  greater!  amounted  only  to  about  2CX)  pfifoners« 

TIic 
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Tlie  tioops  that  efcaped  began  to  coUeft  about  ten  fkc  *57^* 
next  day,    and  by  noon  were  confifdcrably  nunltfrouSi 
They  got  along,  by  degrees,  and  by  {un-(et  the;  day  fol-    . 
lowing  arrived  oppqfitc  Sorel.      Gen«  Thompfon '  af|d  !»»• 
col.  Irwin,  the  fecond  in  command,  with  fomt  ofher 
officers,  were  taken.     The  killed  and  .wnirjded  of  Ac 
king's  troops  was  trifling.     This  attempt  to  furprifc^e 
Britilli  troops  at  Three  Rivers^  which  may  appear  to 
have  been  a  defperate  undertakings  would  fcaree  havjf 
been  maJ^e,  had  it.  been  known,   in  timci  how  much 
•they  had  been  reinforced  by  frclh  arrivals;  and  proba-^ 
bly  ought  €0  have  been  aband(»icd  die  moHienfe  th^t  the 
furprife  was  no  longer  pofBbie,. 

The  king's  forc€$  having  joined  at'Thrcc  Rivers,  pro-» 
ceeded  by  land  and  wat«r  to  Sorel,  off  which  the  fleet  I4« 
^rived  in  the  evening,  a  fc^  hours  after  the  rear  of  the 
Americans  had  left  it.     A  confiderablc  body  was  land- 
ed, and  die  command  of  the  cdunan  given  to  gen,  Bw- 
-goyne,  with  mftruAions  to  purfue  the  continental  arnpty 
up  the  river  to  St*  John's^  but  without  hazarding  any 
thing  till  another  column  on  his  right  fliould  be  abk  to 
Co-^pefate  with  him-     Sir  Guy's  extraordinary  precau- 
tion in  putting  nothing  to  die  hazard,  when  ^ot  abip-    " 
•  lately  nec^eflaiy^  gave  the  Americans  the  opportunity  gf 
.cfcapiQg.     Had  Burgoyne  been  injftrtifted  to  prefs  on 
with  the  utmoft  expt^itioni  great  aumbers  of  them  njuft 
Jiave  been  made  prifoners,    and    but  few  w^u]^  have 
'  croffed  Lake  Champlain,  •  •  * 

.     Major  Nathan  Fidkr,^  of  coL  Booties  MaflE^huf^s 
'  regiment,*  was  intruded  with  the  care  ©f  the  b^gg^gpp 
when  the  Amerii^ans  retreated  t^  th^  5<wd*    Jt  wasp|it 
♦n  board  feveril  veflfels.    They  hs4  .a  iifte  fipff^^gj^  fftr.  a . 

S  a  while. 
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»77^-Yrfiilc>  but  at  length  were  becalmed  fo  long  as  to  give 
the  advance  of  the  Britifh  an  opportunity  of  approach- 
ing them  apace.  The  major  acquainted  gen.  SuUivah^ 
who  was  confiderably  a-head,  of  the  dangerous  fituation 
he  fhould  foon  be  in.  The  general  fcnt  a  hundred  bat- 
tcaus  to  bring  off  the  men  and  baggage,  and  gayc  orders 
for  burning  the  veflcls.  The  major  had  but  juft  rime 
.  to  accomplifh  the  work,  and  was  in  fome  danger  before 
June  it  was  finiflied.  Gen.  Arnold,  with  his  troops,  left  Mont-* 
'^*  real  and  crofled  at  Longueil  from  the  iflandto  the  con- 
tinent, on  his  way  to  Chamblee.  A  great  part  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  and  army  failed  for  the  fame  place,  and  had 
not  the  wind  failed,  would  probably  have  arrived  at 
Longueil  the  fame  night,  and  about  the  fame  time 
with  gen.  Arnold.  The  general  carried  away  with  him 
from  Montreal  a  quantity  of  goods,  which  he  ordered 
col.  Hazen  to  take  charge  ofi  but  the  colonel  difap- 
proving  the  meafure,  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  When  the  troops  entered  the  road  near  Cham- 
blee, they  occafioned  fuch  an  alarm  in  the  place,  that 
the  three  companies  of  artillery  formed  immediately  and 
marched  up  the  hill  to  meet  them ;  which  brou^t  on 
a  difcovery  of  their  belonging  to  gen.  Arnold,  and  being 
from  Montreal.  '  When  the  army  left  Chamblee,  the 
men  were  obliged  to  drag  their  loaded  batteaus,  to  tibe 
number  of  loo  or  more,  feme  with  cannon,  in  them, 
'  up  the  rapids,  by  bodily  ftrength  and  up  to  the  middle 
'  in  water.  Here  they  deftroyed  the  faw  mills,  three  vef- 
fels  and  three  gondolas,  together  with  all  the  battcaus 
which  they  could  not  bring  off.  Major,  Fuller  ^com- 
manded the  rear,  confiding  of  500  men,  and  had  under 
his  care  the  batteaus  and  baggage.    The  Britilih  entered 

Cham* 
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Chamblee  at  one  end^  while  he  quitted  it  at  the  odier,  i7T<S^ 
When  he  was  about  a  niile  beyond  the  town,  all  his 
party,   except  leventy,    puftied  off  to  efcape  danger*  ' 
Soon  after  you  leave  Chamblee,  in  the  way  to  St.  J61m*s, 
the  road  enters  a  wood,  which  thickens  as  you  advance 
in  it.    Though  the  road  is  open  and  good,  yet  the  hriJSix 
wood  and  trees  on  each  fide  afford  fuch  9  cover  to  par^ 
ties,   that  you  cannot  afcertain  their  number,  nor  be 
fure  that  there  are  hot  ambufhes  in  various  places.   TKe 
major  had  an  adive,  ienfible,  boldi  officer  in  the  lecond 
lieutenant,  Mr.  George  *,  who  remained  with  him.  The 
lieutenant  was  ordered,  with  27  men,  to  flank  the  ad-.    ; 
vancing  parties  of  the  enemy.     He,  hy  dividing  Ms' 
men,  concealing  them  on  each  fide  pf  the  road,  employ- 
ing them  in  poppfng  with  their  guns  on  the  enemy^ 
firfl  in  one  place,  then  in  another  $  and  &  changing  the 
fcene  of  their  attack,  as  though  they  were  far  more  nii- 
merous,  amufed  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  fucK  k 
manner,  as  to  fave  the  rear.     Major  Fuller  imputfes  it  ' 
very  much  to  the  conduft  of  lieut.  George,  that  the 
rear,  and  of  courfe  the  boats  and  baggage  were  faved.    ♦ 
The  falvation  of  thefe  was  probably  the  falvation  of  the 
army.     When  the  major  found  himfelf  abandoned,  he 
fent  forward  a  meffeng^r  to  col.  Stark  and  other  officers^ 
who  were  not  far  before,  acquaintii^  them  with  his  fitu- 
ation,  and  requefting  their  affiftance.     Cols.  Stark, -Foot, 
Porter  and  others,  immediately  put  themfelves  urfder 
the  command  of  the  major,  who  had  alfo  fent  on  an  ex- 
prefs  to  St.  John's,  to  inform  gen:  Sullivan  of  his  dan- 
ger, and  the  neceffity  of  a  fpeedy, reinforcement.     The' 
general  haftened  away  1500  men  under  col.  Bond,  who 
*  Afterward  captain  George,  of  W;itcrtowii«  near  fioftoo* 

S3  met 
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177^  met  the  major  about  halfway  tetwecn  the  two  plaecjT, 
fcycn  miles  from  Chambk.e,  The  clanger  being  ended 
jby  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcement,  the  major  kft  the 
pontunand  to  bis  cotonel,  ^nd  went  forward  1:0  carry:  gen* 
Sullivun  the'  agreeable  hews  cA  all  being  fafe,  which, 
after  the  various  falfb  diftrading  reports  that  had  r.eached 
him,  was  received  with  inconceivable  traii^rt.  The 
major  Iqft  bat  two  men  in  the  retreat ;  the  lofs  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  their  getting  dmnk^,  but  fj-om  them  the 
chemy  couy  learn  nothing  of  the  major's  rpal  cppdi-* 
tion  time  enough  to  take  the  adlvantage  of  it  *. 

J^^^  -  General  Bwgoyne  anjved  at  St,  JoM^^  in  the  evening. 
The  Americans  had  uken  away  every  thing  and  fef  fire 
to  the  forts  and  bairacks.  P4ajor  John  Bigek)w  ftj^ed' 
-with  about  49  men,  till  they  were  deftroyed/and  at 
(dulk  pufhed  off  his  boats  for  Ifle  au5i:  Noi?;,  to  which 
the  whole  army  had  repaif ed.  Greater  confufion  dbaa 
it  had  been  in  during  the  retreat,  is  fcldom  beard  of  4 
jknd  yep  the  lofs  it  fuftained  is  too  inconfidcrable,  to  be 
givers  in  detail,  or  in  fum  tot^.  From  the  Iflpthc  army 
^  proceeded  to  Crown  Pointy  without  aoy  danger,  from*  ^ 
purfuitr-- every  boat  that  could  be  found  being  (icftray-f 
pd,  and  every  thipg  done  to  impede  the  enemy.  The 
Americans  hajd  alfo  the  command  o(  Lake  Champhin  ^ 
^d  will  continue  mrflers  of  it,  until  a  number  of  vcf-. 
fek  caa  be  procured  to  give  Sir  Guy  Carkton  a  foperi-r 
ority,  and  pnable  him  to  traverfe  if  with  faiejy*  Othei" 
matters  wiU  now  demand  our  attention. 

1 5v       The  New  Heimpfloir^  representatives  yotpd  unajiiixioufly^ 
|hat  their  delegates  at  the  continental  congrefs  be  in- 

♦  Major,  now  col.  Fuller,  of  Newtown,  informed  me  of  the  par- 
ticulars in  which  he  w?»  concerned. 
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ftrufted  to  join  with  the  other  colonics  in  declaring  the  177^ 
Tliirtcen  United  Colonies,  ^  free  and  independent  ftatM^ 
(not  dates)  &c.  provided  the  regulation  of  theit  inter^jT 
nal  police  be  under  the  direAion  of  their  own  aflembly. 

It  appears  by  a  return  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  ium 
total  of  all  the  males,  females,  whites  and  negroe^^ 
amounts  to  82^394.  The  total  excefs  of  males  is  1 131^ 
The  males  in  the  continental  army  are  2488.  If  of 
thefe  fo  many  as  1357  forvive  the  fcrvice  and  retunij 
the,  males  and  females  arc  equal.  In  about  twenty  years 
the  inhabitants  will  be  double  the  number*  "  It  Jhas 
been  found  by  calculations,  that  Anaerica  has  doubled  her 
numbers,  even  by  natural  generation  alone,  upon  an  • 
average,  about  once  in  eighteen  years*.*'  .Th6  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  unleis  exceffively  deffcru£tiTe,  wB 
make  no  material  difFercoce.  "  In  the  French  war, 
which  lafted  from  1755  to  176 J  (during  which,  tiaje  the 
c6lonies  made  great  exertions,  and  had  in  the  fidd  a  great 
number  of  men)  it  was  found  that  the  popuhdoa  ha4 
increafed  nearly  as  faft  as  in  tinies  of  peace  f  1" 

One  Mugford,  who  had  been  a  oiafler  of  fbme  trad^ 
ing  veiTel,  applied  tq  gen.  Ward  for  the  command  of  a 
continental  cruifer  which  lay  unesnployed.  By  his  im- 
portunity and  profeOlons  he  prevailed,  and  had  an  ordor 
given  him.  The  captain  made  all  poffible  ocpeditiont 
got  pofTeflion  of  the  veHbl,  procured  powder  and  h^ 
and  with  twenty  men  puih^d  immediate  into  Boftpo 
bay.  Aftti-  he  was  goae  from  the  general,  the  latter  re*- 
ceived  fuch  a  bad  charader  of  him,  that  he  fent  off  an 
cxprefs  to  recall  the  order  i  but  it  was  too  late,  Mug^ 

♦  Lcttctt  of  Mr.  John  Adaim  to  J>t.  Calkocn,  p,  14^ 
t  tietteri  of  Mff  Adamt«  p.  tj*         ^ 

I  5>  '  ford 
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^776.  ford  had  failed.  He  was  no  fooner  in  the  bay,  but  die 
fliip  Hope  of  270  tons,  4  guns,  and  17  men,  prefented 
to  view.  She  was  laft  from  Corke,  and  had  on  board 
1 500  barrels  of  powder,  befide  carbines  and  bayonets, 
travelling  carriages  for  heavy  cannon,  a  vaft  variety  of 
tools,  implements  and  neceffaries  for  the  army  and  ar- 
tillery. Capt.  Mugford  in  his  cruifer  of  fifty,  tons  and 
May  four  guns  ran  up  to  her,  and  ordered  her  to  ftrike.  The 
*^*  Hope,  either  from  the  failors  declining  to  fight,  or  from 
other  motives,  made  no  refiftance.  Commodore  Banks 
lay  a  few 'miles  off  with  his  men  of  war,  and  in  fight ; 
and  his  boats  might  foon  have  been  up  with  the  (hip. 
The  captain  of  the  Hope,  fenfible  of  this  advantage, 
gave  orders  for  the  men  to  cut  the  top-fail  halliards  and 
ties.  Mugford  heard  the  orders,  and  knew  the  conie- 
quence  of  executing  them— -that  the  failing  of  the  (hip 
would  be  fo  long  prevented,  that  the  men  of  war's  boats 
Tvould  recover  her.  He  therefore  opened  with  voUies  of 
oadis  and  execrations  5  and  in  the  moft  horrid  manner, 
threatened  the  captain  and  every  one  on  board  with  im- 
mediate death  if  the  orders  were  executed,'  upon  which 
the  captain  was  fo  terrified  as  to  defift.  When  Mug- 
ford had  taken  pofleffion  of  his  prize,  he  wa3  joined  by 
two  other  fmajl  cruifcrs,  who  affifted  in  carrying  her 
fafe  through  PuUing'Point  Gut.  The  inhabitants,  of 
Bofton,  who  had  been  devoutly  engaged  in  keeping  the 
•continental  faft,  had,  on  leaving  their  relpcftivc^  places 
of  worfliip  in  the  afternoon,  the  peculiar  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing the  moft  valuable  prize,  on  account  of  the  powder^ 
taken  fince  the.  commencement  of  the  war,  entering  the 
harbour. 

8  Captain 
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^Captain  Mugford  having  fccurcd  the  Hope,  and  »71^ 
meaning  to  go  out  again  without  lofs  of  time,  failed  down     19. 
and  came  to  an  anchor  in  Pulling  Point  Gut,  with  the 
Lady  Waftiington,  on  Sunday  evening.    They  were 
attacked,  about  nine  o'clock,  by  thirteen  boj^ts  frorn^ 
the  men  of  war  at  Nantalket.     The  boats  were  beaten 
off,  with  great  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
deaths  of  the  brave  lieutenant,  who  commanded,  and 
feveral  of  his  men :  but  Mugford,  exerting  himfelf  he- 
roically, was  killed,  and  was  the  only  perfon  loft  on  the 
fide  of  the  American  cruifers. 

The  Maffachufetts  general  court  for  promoting  the 
making  of  faltpetre,  had  fome  time  back  agreed  to  takef 
in  all  that  Ihould  be  made  by  the  firft  of  June  at  five 
and  three-pence  fterUng  die  pound.  On  the  week  that 
clofed  the  period  of  receiving  it,  they  had.  purchi^ed 
in  this  way  102,635  lb.  There  are  ftich  quantities  yet 
coming  in,  made  before  the  -firft  of  June,  that  the 
court  pafled  an  order  to  receive  for  fome  time  to  come, 
at  the  faid  price,  all  that  Ihall  appear  to  be  made  bef<M« 
that  time. 

The  harbour  of  Boftonr  had  been  left  in  a  dcfencclcis 
ftate  ever  fince  the  evacuation  of  the  town,  liable  to  the 
intrufions  of  a  fmall  naval  force,  which  might  have  en- 
tered and  fired  the  town,  or  laid  it  under  contribution* 
The  inhabitants  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  towns, 
being  diflatisfied  with  its  continuing  foy  concluded  upon  ^ 
aflifting  in  erefting  a  fort  upon  Noddles  Ifland.  In  the 
beginning  of  May  a  number  of  volunteers,  both  laitf 
and  clergy,  repaired  thither  from  time  to  time,  and  aided 
in  the  work  till  it  was  finiflicd  i  while  the  poorer  chfi 
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TtfT^*  were  rewarded  for  their  labors.  Something  having  been 
done  for  the  fecurity  of  the  harbour,  gen.  Benfomim 
Dncohy  while  the  court  was  fitting,  entertained  the 
thought  of  driving  the  Britifti  (hipping  from  Narttafkct, 
and  planned  a  fcheme  for  eflfefting  it.  They  conGftcd 
of  a  fifty  gun  fliip,  commanded  by  commodore  Banks, 
the  Milford  man  of  war,  the  Yankee  Hero  privateer^, 
taken  by  the  laft,  and  feven  large  tranfports  lately, 
arrived  with  highlanders,  an  armed  brig  and  two  fchoon- 
crs.   .The  highlanders  were  fuppofed  to  be  at  kaft  fcvcQ 

J^  hundred.  On  Thurfday  the  Boftonians  were  acquainted 
by  beat  of  drum,  that  an  expedition  was  going  to  be 
undertaken  againft  the  enemy  at  Nanta/ket.  Detachm^ 
ments  from  colonels  Marihall  and  Witney's  regiments^ 
and  a  battalion  of  train,  commanded  by  col.  Crafts,  were 
embarked  at  the  Long  Wharf,  together  with  cannon^ 
ammunition,  provifions,  &c.  and  proceeded  for  Pettick'^ 
Ifland  and  Hull,  where  they  were  joined  by  more  troopsi 
and  fea-coaft  companies,  *  fo  as  to  make  near  6oq 
men  at  each  place.  Militia  from  the  towns  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bofton  harbour,  with  a  detachment  from  the 
train  and  fome  field  pieces,  took  poll  on  Moon  liknd, 
^t  HofFs-neck,  and  at  point  Alderton.  •  A  detachment 
from  the  continental  army  under  col.  Whitcomb,  with 
two  eighteen  pounders,  and  a  thirteen  inch  mortar,  &c, 
were  embarked  for  Long  Ifland,  and  there  took  poft, 
Ifhe  troops  did  not  arrive  at  the  feveral  places  of  defUaa^ 
tion  till  near  morning :  but  wh?n  arrived,  were  afitivc 
-  and  alert  in  the  higheft  degree,     The  cannon  were  iboA 

^4*  fdanted,  and  a  Ihot  from  Long  Ifland  announced  their 
delign  i  on  which  a  fignal  was  m^^  for  the  fiect  to  get 
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under  way.  The  commodore  bore  and  returned  then?**- 
American  fire  with  fpirit,  till  alhot  from  Long  Ifland 
pierced  his  upper  works,  when  he  got  under  fait  Several 
ftiells  were  thrown  at  him,  which  might  haften  his  de- 
parture. ^  . 
Thus  was  free  egrefs  ^  and  ingrefe  to  the  harbour 
for  all  friendly  veffels  recovered  on  that  very  day,  on 
whichj  two  years  before,  the  fkiling  of  every  one  of 
that  kind  from  the  port  of  Bofton  ceafed  by  virtvw. 
of  a  Britijfh  a£t  o£  parliament  This  circumftance.was 
not  thought  of,  when  the  expedition  commenced  $  but 
was  merely  accidental*  though  it  could  not  be  over- 
looked when  it  had  happened.  The  fame  day  the  houfe  . 
of  affembly  received  a  letter  from  th^  prefident  of  th«: 
general  convention  of  Virginia>  enclofii^  their  rtSoiu^ 
tions  with  refpedt  to  independency. 
.  Commodore  Banks  omitting  to  kave  cruiftrs  in  the 
bay,  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  American  privateers 
pf  taking  a  number  of  highlanders.  Three  days  after  l^• 
his  quitting  it,  the  George  and  Annab^Ua  tranfports 
entered,  after  a  paffage  of  feven  weeks  from  Scotland, 
dxiring  the  courfe  of  which  they  had  not  an  c^portunity 
of  fpeaking  a  fingle  veffel,  that  could  give  them  the 
foialleft  information  of  the  Britifii  troops  having  evacu- 
ated Bpftor>.  They  were  attacked  in  the  morning  by 
four  privateers,  with  whom,  they  engaged  till  evening ; 
when  the  privateers  bore  away^  on  whiph  the .  tranfporQi  « 
puihed  for  Bofton  harbour,  not  doubting  but  that  they 
ihould  receive  protedion,  either  ftxim  a  fort  or  ihip  of 
force  ftationed  for  the  fecurity  of  Britifh  jDhips.  They 
ftood  up  for  Nantaiket  road,  when  an  American  battery 
opened  upon  them,  which  was  .the  firft  (erious  proof 

diey  . 
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^7^  they  had  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  the  port  to  whk;li 
they  were  deftined.  They  were  too  far  embayed  to  re- 
treat,  as  the  wind  had  died  away,  and  the  tide  of  flood 
was  not  half  expended.     The  privateers  with  which  they 

'  had  been  engaged,  joined  by  two  others,  made  toward 
them.  They  prepared  for  aftion.  By  fome  misfcutune 
the  Annabella  got  a-ground  fo  far  a-ftern  of  the  George^ 
that  the  latter  e^tpefted  but  a  feeble  fupport  from  her 
rtiufkctry.  About  eleven  at  night  the  privateers  an- 
chored clofe  by,  and  hailed  them  to  Ibike  the 
Britilh  flag.  The  mate  of  the  George,  and  every  failor 
on  board,  the  captain  excepted,  refufed  to  fi^t  any 
fongcr  J  but  every  officer  and  private  of  the  Icventy-firft 
regiment,  who  were  in  the  fhip,  flood  to  dieir  quaneis 
with  ready  obedience  to  the  lieutenant  coloneL  On  dieir 
refufing  to  ftrike,  the  a6tion  was  renewed,  when  after  a 
(harp  combat  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  they  had  expended 
every  Ihot  belonging  to  their  artillery.  They  were  then 
obliged  to  yield,  there  being  no  power  of  efcaping,  nor 
the  moft  dift^nt  hope  of  relief.  Tjieir  killed  were  eight 
privates  and  major  Menzies,  befide  feventeen  wounded. 
The  major  was  buried  with  the  honors  of  war  .at  Bdfton. 
The  prifoners  experienced  the  utmoft  civility  and  good 
treatment.  A.week  before  the  capture  of  thefe  tranfports^ 
the  Ann,  in  the  fame  fervice,  was  taken  and  carried  into 
Marblehead,  though  commodore  Banks  was  then  at 
Nantafker.  The  number  of  highlanders  taken  is  two 
hundred  and  fixty-feven  privates,  forty-eight  others,  be- 
fide the  honorable  Archibald  Campbell,  lieutenant  colonel 
of  the  fecond  battalion  of  the  feventy-firfl  regiment* 
On  motion  in  the  MafTachufetts.  afTembly  it  was  voted 

l.^  unanimoufly,  "  that  if  congrefs  fhall  think  proper  io 

declare 
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declare  the  colonics  independent,  this  houfc  will  approve  ,-«j^. 
of  the  laeafure," 

There  is  no  doubt  of  its  being  approved  by  all  Ac  co** 
Ionics :  but  there  has  been  much  manoeuvering  in  order 
to  produce  the  nccefl^  difpofition  among  the  New 
Yorkers ;  of  which  you  will  form  the  beft  idea,  from  tbe 
following  letter  written  the  be^nirig  of  May  from  New 
York,  in  anfwer  to  one  of  the  preceding  month  froqa 
Philadelphia — "  Soon  after  I  received,  your  letter,  1 
^nt  for  coL  Sears,  Mr.  John  Smith  and  ibme  othersii; 
whom  I  knew  to  be  ftanch,  to  fpend  an  evening  widi 
IPC,  that  1  might  converle  with  them  upon  the  fubje& 
(fuppofed  to  be  that  of  taking  up  govern(iient.)  It 
would  not  do  to  fhow  your  letter^  or  even  hint  that  I 
had  received  it,  but  an  opportunity  for  introducing  the 
fubje&  foon  offered*  A  captam  of  my  gu^  came  and 
reported,  that  the  committee  of  fafety  had  fent  fomc 
perfons  to  the  main  guard,  who  had  no  complaint  lodged 
againft  them.  I  immediately  fent  to  the  conmmittee,  and 
they  lent  a  fub-committee  to  wait  upon  me.  I  afked 
them  what  charge  they  had  to  lay  againft  the  prifoners. 
They  informed  me,  one  was  a  coUeftor  who  had  not 
accounted  for  the  money  he  had  coUefbed,  and  had  abufed 
their  congrefs.  The  others  were  in  for  different  crimesl 
I  told  them,  that  I  could  by  no  means  confent  to  have 
free  citizens  fubjefted  to  trials  by  coiirt  martial.  Thcjf 
muft  try  them  by  prc^r  courts,  if  fudh  there  were  j 
and  if  not,^  the  offenders  muft  run  at  large,  till  neceffity 
obliged  them  to  conilitute  the  jMoper  courts.;  This 
opened  the  door  for  me,  and  I  took  advantage  of  it. 
The  fub-committee  thanked  me  for  my  care  over  die 
liberties  of  their  fj^low  citizens,  and  owned  the  neceflity 

of 
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1776.  of  taking  up  government.     Sears,  Smith,  Sec.  were 
ftrongly  of  that  opinion,  and  all  went  home  perfeftly 
fatisfied,    and  without  fulpcfting  the  converfation  was 
any  thing  more  than  accidental.     The  next  day  Greene 
and  I  were  ordered  to  the  jail  to  fee  fome  prilbners  of 
war.     There  I  found  fomep^rfons  in  for  robbery,  and 
one  for  murder.     As  I  found  Thad  good  fuccefs  iii  the 
beginning,    I  determined  to  keep  on,  and  frequendy 
took  occafion  to  mention  the  great  difficulty,  which  muft 
attend  their  prefent  ftate : — that  it  would  be  tyrannical 
to  execute  thofe  perfons  without  a  trial :— to  tiy  and  exe- 
cute them,  by  procefe  in  the  name  of  a  king,  with  whom 
we  were  at  war,  Would  be  abfurd :— and  if  neither  of 
thefe  methods  were  taken,  they  muft,  whedier  guiky  of 
not,    fuffer  perpetual    imprifonntient.     The  argument 
took  effeft  5  and  even  tories  themfelves  acknowledged  it 
was  beft  to  take  up  government,  till  reconciliation  ihould 
take  place.     This  dodrine  pleaied  me  well;  iov Ihuw 
if  government  was  once  ajfumed  upon  whatever  motives^ 
they  would  find  that  the  Rubicon  was  pajfedy  and  that  they 
could  never  return  to  their  ancient  form.     I  then,  by  thtr 
advice  of  my  privy  council,  drew  up  a  pie^e  jxirporting 
3  petition  to  the  committee  of  fafety,  to  rcqucft  leave 
from  the  continental  congrefs  to  take  up  govemrti^nf. 
This  piece  I  enclofe  you,  and  though  badly  wrote,  iC 
fteers  fo  direftly  between  whiggrfiti  and  toryifm,  that  ik> 
perfon  can  tell  whether  it  was  drawn  .by  a  whig  or  tory^ 
My  privy  cfouncil  informed  me,  that  ft  had  the  defired 
effeft>  the  whigs  were  fond  of  it,  beCaulc  if  k  took 
tfFeft,  their  point  was  carried,  and  no  retreat  c6idd  ever 
take  place  j  the  tories  were  fond  of  it,  becfauie  k  KeU 
tjp  the  d— d  reconciliation  they  were  fecfcing  after.  BeSn^ 

well 
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well  informed  of  my  fucccfs,  I  thou^t  it  time  to  ibtmd  *77** 
our  colonel  (thought  to  be  M*Dougadl%)  I  fent  fiir  him. 
We  converfed  freely  upon  the  matter  of  ta]f:ing  up  go* 
vernment.  He  owned  the  neceffity  of  ii^  and  find  it 
would  be  carried  into  execution  at  all  events,  at  ihc 
meeting  of  their  convention.  He  mformcd  me,  dw 
tlmoft  every  perfon  began  to  fee  the  neceffity;  and  that 
the  inftru6tions,  then  drawing  up  for  their  delegates, 
mentioned  nothing  about .  efie£ting  a  reconciliation,  but 
to  proteft  and  dejfcnd  America.  When  I  found  him  in 
the  true  way  to  happinefs,  I  difi^iiTed  him,  and  attacked 
others; — to*  tones  I  painted  the  evils  attending  dieir 
prefent  date ;— to  whigs  1  held  up  the  advantage  of 
feizing  the  precious  moment:  I  foon  fouiui  my  party 
increafe  with  furprifing  rapidity/' 

Within  fcven  days  after  this  letter  was  fent  to  Phila-  Nhjr 
delphia,  cohgrefs  refolved,  "  That  it  be  r€Commei>ded     '•• 
to  the  refpeftive  aflemblics  and  conventions  of  the  united 
colonies,  where  no  government  fufEcicnt  to  the  exigencies 
of  their  affairs  hath  been  hitherto  eftablifhed,  to  adopt 
fuch  government  as  Ihall  in  the  opinion  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people,  belt  conduce  to  the  happinels  and 
fafety  of  their  conftituents  in  particular,  and  America 
in  general."     The  following  preamble  was  prepared  and 
agreed  to,  five  days  after,  "  Whereas  his.  Britannic  ma-     ,|. 
jefly,  in  conjundfcion  with  the  lords  and  commons  oC 
Great  Britain  has,  by  a  late  aft  of  parliament,-  excluded 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  united  colonies  from  the  pro- 
tcftion  of  his  crown;  and  whereas  no  anfwer  whatever 
to  the  humble  petitions  of  die  colonies  for  redrds  of 
grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  hasbeon 
or  ii  likelty  ^  ^  fP^^p  ^  ^  whote  force  of  dMt 
3  kingdom. 
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17^  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  nicrcenaries,  is  to  be  cxcrtc4* 
for  th^  deftruftion  of  the  good  people  of  thefc  colonies ; 
and  whereas  it  appears  abfolutely  irreconcilcablc  to  rca- 
fon  and  good  confcience,  for  the  people  of  thefc  colonies 
now  to  take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  necef^uy  for  the* 
lupport  of  any  government  under  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  it  is  ncceflary  that  the  exerdfe  of  tverjf 
kind  of  authority,  under  the  faid  crown,  fhould  be  to- 
tally fuppreffed,  and  all  the  powers  of  government^  ex- 
erted under  the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  coiomes^ 
for  the  prefcrvation  of  internal  peace,  virtue  and  good 
order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  their  livps,  libertiesr 
and  properties  againft  the  hoftile  invafions  and  cruel  de-^ 
predatlons  of  their  enemies,  therefore  refolved,"  &c.  iA 
above. 

M^       The  fecret  committee  was  ordered  to  endeavour  to 

^**  difcover  the  defign  of  the  French  in  aflembling  fo  large 
a  fleet,  and  fo  great  a  number  of  troops  in  the  Weft  In^* 
dies>  and  whether  they  mean  to  aft  for  or  againft  Anic^ 
rica.  By  this  it  appears  that  the  congrefs  have  no  ai^ 
furance  or  certainty  of  fupport  from  France; 

Corporal  Cruz,  the  rifleman,  who  was  carried  to  Eng^ 
land  and  difcharged  by  the  mayor,  is  arrived  with  dif- 
patches  from  Arthur  Lee  efq;  containing  intelligence  of 
the  whole  naval  and  land  force  intended  for  the  attack 
of  the  united  colonies,  and  of  tlie  places  for  v4iich 
they  were  deftined;  He  got  a  paflage  to  Halifax ;  from 
whence  he  made  his  efcape  to  Bofton;  and  then  went 

2j.  on  to  head  quarters  at  New  York.  Soon  after,  congreft 
refolved.  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  coh^ 
ferwith  generals  Waftiington,  Gates,  and  Mifflin,  u^n 
the  moft  fpeedy  and  cfFeftual/means  forfiippbrting  the 

Amei;icaii 
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American  caufe  in  Canada.    It  was  the  opinion  of  the  1-^76^ 
generals,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  keep  the  Indians  ' 
in  a  ftate  of  neutrality  j  that^  they  would  undoubtedly 
take  an  adive  part,  either  for  or  againft  the  Americans; 
and  that  it  would  be  beft  immediately  to  engage  them 
on  their  fide,  and  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours,  to 
prevent  their  minds  being  poifoned  by  minifterial  emiC-      '^ 
faries^     "When  the  committee  brought  in  their  report,  it  May 
was  refolved  among  other  things,  ^^  That  it  is  highly     ^S* 
expedient  to  engage  the  Indians  ia  the.  fervice  of  the 
united  colonies." 

Upon  the  firft  intelligence  received  at  Philadelphia  of 
the  troops  to  be  employed  againft  the  Aftiericans,  a 
citizen  of  eminence  wrote  to  his  correlpondcnt,  "  We 
now  know  who  the  commiffioners  are,  and  their  num-» 
bers,  viz.  Meffrs.  the  Heffiansj  BrunfwickerSi  Waldeck-: 
ers,  Englifh,  Scotch  and  Irlfh.  This  gives  the  coup,  de  *7, 
grace  tq  the  Britifh  and  American  connexion. '  It  has 
already  wrought  wonders  in  this  city :  converfions  have 
been  more  rapid  than  ever  under  Mr*  Whitefield.  .  Thq 
Pennfylvania  farmer  (Dickinfon)  told  me  yefterday  ia 
the  field — that  his  fentiments  were  changed-^he  had 
been  defirous  of  keeping  the  door  open  as  long  as  pof-* 
fible,  and  was  now  convinced,  that  pothing  was  to-be 
expefted  from  our  enemies  but  flavery." 

The  detaching  of  the  ten  ftrojQgeft  r6giment$  to  Cana- 
da, made  the  moft  ft'renuous  exertions  neceffary  for 
getting  New  York  into  a  proper  fliate  of  defence.  Con- 
grefs  therefore  authorized  gen.  fFaJhingtm  to  dire£t  the 
building  of  as  many  fire  rafts,  row  gallies,  armed  boats 
and  floating  batteries,  as  might  be  -judged  requifite  for 
the  immediate  defence, of  that  port  and  of  Hudfon's 

Vol.  IL  T  riverl 
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jif']6k  river.  They  afterward  refolved,  that  13,800  militia  b^ 
J"^^  cmjdoyed  lo  reinforce  the  army  5  and  that  a  flying  camp 
be  immediately  eftablifhed  in  the  middle  colonies,  to 
confift  of  10,000  men.  They  did  not  overlook  Canada  1 
but  on  the  latne  day  agreed,  that  the  general  fhould  be 
empowered  to  employ  in  that  province  a  number  of  ID- 
S' dians,  not  exceeding  two  thoufand :  and,  two  days  afterj 
ordered  that  the  (landing  committee  for  Indian  affairs 
do  devife  ways  and  means  for  carrying  the  fame  into 
efFeft.  Within  four  and  twenty  hours  after,  they  com-* 
plimented  the  earl  of,  EfBngham,  for  the  Angularly  noblt 
part  he  had  afted,  by  naming  one  of  their  frigates,  now 
building,  the  Effingham.  The  names  of  the  reft  ^ are, 
the  Congrefs,  Randolph,  Hancock,  Wafhington,  Trum- 
bull, Raleigh,  Montgomery,  Warren,  Bofton,  Virginia, 
Providence  and  Delaware. 
if  4  Certain  refolutions  refpefting  independency  were  morect 

and  fecondedj  on  the  7  th  of  June,  and  the  confideration 
of  them  referred  till  the  next  day.  Rkbard  Henry  Lee 
efq;  one  of  the  Virginia  delegates,  had  given  notice  to 
€:ongrefs,  that  on  that  day  he  Ihould  move  for  a  decia- 
ration  of  independence :  he  accordingly  made  the  mo- 
tion. Various  occurrences  had  contributed  to  ripen  xht 
Colonies  for  the  meafure ;  feyeral  of  which  have  been 
occafionally  m.entioned:  others  remain  to  be  noticed^ 
The  North  Carolinians  were  at  one  time  violent  againft 
a  (eparation  from  Great  Britain ;  a  delegate  in  their  con- 
vention mentioning  independence,,  the  cry  was— trcafon 
i— treafon  ;  and  he  was  caHed  to  order:  but  they  have 
been  wearied  out  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Britifh  mi- 
niftry,  and  the  methods  purfned  and  countenanced  by 
gov.  Martin :  fo  that  all  regard  and  fondnefe  for  the 

king 
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king  and  nation  of  Great  Britain  has  fubfided^.and  in-'ifj6k 
dependence  has  become  the  word  moft  in  ufc  ann<Kig 
them.  They  afk,  "  Is  it  poffible  that  any  colony,  after 
what  has  paffed,  can  wifh  for  rcconciUatioD  V*  The  con*- 
Itarit  publications,  which  hav?  appeared  and  been  read 
with  attention,  have  greatly  promoted  the  Ipirit  of  ihx- 
dependency :  but  no  one  fo  much  as  the  pamphlet  \m^ 
der  the  fignature  of  Common  S^nfSy  written  by  Mr,  ^bonu^ 
Painey  an  Englifliman.  The  ftile,  manner,  and  language 
of  the  author  is  fingular  and  captivating.  He  under- 
takes to  prove  the  neceffity,  the  advantajges,  and  prafti- 
-cability  of  independence.  That  no  lurking  affedion  for 
the  fovereign  may  impede  it,  kings  are  •placed  in  a  lighf^ 
that  tends  not  only  to  deftroy  all  attachment  to  them^ 
-but  to  make  them  diftafteful :  their  very  office  is  at^ 
tempted  to  be  rendered  odious ;  from  whence  the  trinv 
iition  to  the  royal  perfon  is  eafy.  Nothing  could  have 
been  better  timed  than  this  pcrforrtiarice.  In  unilbll 
with  the  fentiments  and  feelings  of  the  people,  it  has 
.produced  moft  aftonifhing  eflfc6h;  and  been  received. 
with  vaft  applaufej  read  by  almoft  every  American;, 
and  recommended  as  a  work  replete  with  truth,  and 
againft  which  none  but  the  partial  and  prejudiced  can 
form  any  objeftioiis.  It  has  fatisfied  multitudes,  that  it 
is  their  true  intereft  immediately  to  cut  the  Gordiail 
knot  by  which  the  Annerican  colonies  have  been  bound  to 
Great  Britain^  and  to  open  their  commerce,  as  an  inde* 
pendent  people,  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  It  has 
been  greatly  inftrumental  in  producing  a  fimilarity  of 
fentiment  through  the  continent,  upon  the  fubjeft  under 
the  confideration  of  congrefs.  On  the  loth,  the  bufinefe  i^^ 
was  poftponed  to  the  ift  of  July ;  but  that  no  time  might 

•T  2  be 
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/77<^-  be  loft,  the  next  day  Meffrs.  JefFerfon,  John  Adams^ . 
Franklin^  Sherman,  and  R.  R.  Livingfton,  were  ap^ 
pointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde«- 
^endence.  Diredlly  upon  which,  congrefs  rcfolved, 
"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digeft 
^e  form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  betwcicn 
xhefe  colonies:  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
•prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be  propofed  to  ibreiga 
tpowers."  '  . 

-.    Let  us  pafs  for  awhile  to  other  matters. 

Jwne  .  Congrefs  refolved  to  fend  major  general  Gates  into 
.Canada,  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  pro- 
evince  :  but  before  the  latter  could  reach  them,  they  were 
^t  Crown  Point ;  this  however  could  not  be  known  by 
jcongrefs.  They  concluded  upon  authorizing  gen.  Wafli*- 
jngton  to  offer  the  Indians  a  reward  of  a  hundred 
^dollars  for  every  comnaiffioned  officer,  and  thirty  dollars 
for  every  private  foldier  of  the  king's  troops,  that  thcjr 
ihould.  take  prifoners  in  the  Indian  country,  of  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  united  colonies.  The  general's  army  is 
iurrounded  by  a  great  number  of  fecret  foes,  who,  he  is 
perfuaded,  will  ftick  at  nothing  to  effefl:  their  purpofcs 
of  deftroying  it.  They  had  laid  a  deep  feheme  for 
doing  it,  which  was  profecuted  with  the  utmoft  vigilance^ 
but  has  been  happily  difcovered.  The  general  has  fuU 
proof  as  to  their  intentions  againft  the  army  j  but  is 
jiot  io  clear,  whether  there  was  any  thing  perfonal  dc- 
figned  againft  himfelf  That  reliance  however,  which 
he  has  on  the  protection  of  an  all-wife  ^n4  beneficentit 
Being,  has  fecured  him  at  leaft  againft. the  fear  of  itj 
and  will  prevent  any  change  m  his  conduft  from  taking 
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place  through  apprchenfion  *.     Two  of  the  gencrars'77^i 
guard  were  concerned  5  a  third>  it  is  iaid,  whonri  they  - 
tempted  to  join  them,   made  the  difcovery.     Several* 
were  f aken  into  cuftody  5  and  among  them  the  rnayor  of    ^u 
New  York,  who  confefled  the  bringing  of  money 'from'     .  •  T. 
gov.  Tryon  to  pay  for  rifles  made  by  a  gunfinith,  now- 
in  irons.     The  mayor,  after  being  twice  examined,  was 
remanded  to  prifon  under  a  proper  guard. 

This  affair  prod^uced  a  change  in  the  politics  of  New- 
Jerjey.  That  colony,  it  was  thought,  would  be  among 
the  laft  to  alter  its  government,  whereas  it  will  now  be 
among  the  firft  that  gets  a  fettled  conftitution.  Nothing- 
more  than  a  bare  majority  in  favor  of  the  alteration,  was- 
expefted  in  the  provincial  congrefs :  but  the  plot  againft 
the  general  wrought  wonders :  there  were  bvt  four  dif-^ 
fenting  voices.  On  the  21ft,  however,  before  they  could 
know  the  plot  as  a  body,  they  proceeded  to  eleft  dele-- 
gates  for  the  continental  congrefs,  whom  they  empowered- 
to  join  in  declaring  the  united  colonies  independent  of 
Qreat  Britain.  In  this  eledtion  they  left  out  William' 
Livingfton  efq;  under  a  ftrong  perfuafion  that  he  waa 
not  favorable  to  independency ;  and  chofe  the  Rev.  Dn 
Witherfpoon,  the  prefident  of  the  college  at  Princeton/ 
from  a  conviiftion  that  he  would  fupport  it  with  all  his 
abilities. 

Gen.  Howe  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  in  the  Greyhound  25* 
frigate.  He  foon  received  from  gov.  Tryon  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  ftate  and  difpbfition  of  the  f)rovince,  as  Well 
as  of  the  ftrength  of  the  Americans:  Gen.  Wajhing-- 
ion's  army  was  fmall,  rather  below  9000  fit  for  duty.* 
pf  this  little  army,  he  wrote,  "at  leaft  oODoarewhoHy    28, 

;  *  The  general's  letter  to  mc, 

T  3  deftitutc 
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.>:77<^-  be  loft,  the  next  day  M.effrs.  JefFerfon,  John  Adam»> . 
Franklin^  Sherman,  and  R.  R.  Livingfton,  were  ap^ 
pointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde*- 
.pendence.  Direftly  upon  which,  congrefs  refolved, 
"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  digeft 
jJie  form  of  a  confederation  to  be  entered  into  between 
xhefe  colonies:  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
-prepare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be  propofed  to  foreign 
.powers."  '  . 

-    Let  us  pafs  for  awhile  to  other  matters. 

Jwnc  .  Congrefs  refolved  to  fend  major  general  Gates  into 
'.Canada,  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  pro*- 
^vince ;  but  before  the  latter  could  reach  them,  they  were 
^t  Crown  Point ;  this  however  could  not  be  known  by 
jcongrefs.  They  concluded  upon  authorizing  gen.  Wafli*- 
jngton  to  offer  the  Indians  a  reward  of  a  hundred 
dollars  for  every  commiflioned  officer,  and  thirty  dollars 
for  every  private  foldier  of  the  king's  troops,  that  they 
ihould.take  prifoners  in  the  Indian  country,  of  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  united  colonies.  The  general's  army  is 
furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  fecret  fpes,  who,  he  is 
perfuaded,  will  ftick  at  nothing  to  effeft  their  purpofcs 
of  deftroying  it.  They  had  laid  a  deep  feheme  for 
doing  It,  which  was  profecuted  with  the  utmoft  vigiiance» 
but  has  been  happily  difcovered*  The  general  has  full 
proof  as  to  their  intentions  againft  the  army  j  but  is 
not  io  clear,  whether  there  was  any  thing  perfonal  dc- 
figned  againft  himfelf.  That  reliance  however,  whick 
he  has  on  the  protection  of  an  all-wife  4n4  beneficent 
Being,  has  fecured  him  at  leaft  againft. the  fear  of  it| 
and  will  prevent  any  change  m  his  conduft  from  taking 
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place  through  apprehenfion  *.     Two  of  the  general's '77fi»i 
guard  were  concerned  j  a  third>  it  is  iaid,  whonri  they - 
tempted  to  join  them,   made  the  difcovery;     Several: 
were  taken  into  cuftody ;  and  among  them  the  rnayor  of    23. 
New  York,  who  confefled  the  bringing  of  tnoheyfrom     .   t 
gov.  Tryon  to  pay  for  rifles  made  by  a  gunfhnith,  now- 
in  irons.     The  mayor,  after  being  twice  examined,  was 
remanded  to  prifon  under  a  proper  guard. 

This  affair  produced  a  change  in  the  politics  of  New- 
Jerjey.  That  colony,  it  was  thought,  would  be  among 
the  lafl:  to  alter  its  government,  whereas  it  will  now  be 
^mong  the  firft  that  gets  a  fettled  conftitution.  Nothing 
more  than  a  bare  majority  in  favor  of  the  alteration,  was- 
expefted  in  the  provincial  congrefs :  but  the  plot  againft 
the  general  wrought  wonders :  there  were  but  four  dif- 
fenting  voices.  On  the  21  ft,  however,  before  they  could 
know  the  plot  as  a  body,  they  proceeded  to  eleft  dele-^ 
gates  for  the  continental  congrefs,  whom  they  empowered* 
to  join  in  declaring  the  united  colonies  independent  of 
Qreat  Britain.  In  this  eleftion  they  left  out  William 
Livingfton  efq;  under  a  ftrong  perfuafion  that  he  was 
not  favorable  to  independency ;  and  chofe  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Witherfpoon,  the  prefidentof  the  college  at  Princeton; 
from  a  conviftion  that  he  would  fupport  it  with  all  his 
abilities.  ' 

Gen.  Howe  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  in  the  Greyhound  aj* 
frigate.  He  foon  received  from  gov.  Tryon  a  full  ac-' 
count  of  the  ftate  and  difpbfition  of  the  province,  as  well 
as  of  the  ftrength  of  the  Americans:  Gen.  Wajhin^-' 
ion's  army  was  fmall,  ratlier  below  9000  fit  for  duty.' 
pf  this  little  army,  he  wrote,  "at  leaft  20D0 are  wholly  28. 
*  The  general's  letter  to  me, 
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177&  dcftitutc  of  arms,  and  near  as  many  with  arms  in  ftich ' 
condition  as  to  be  rather  calculated  to  difcourage  than 
animate  the  ufer."  The  fame  day,  the  Britifh  fleet  ar- 
rived with  gen.  Howe's  troops  from  Halifax.  They 
July  took  pofTeffion  of  Staten  Ifland,  July  the  2d.  On  the 
*'  4th,  the  American  adjutant  general,  col,  Jofeph  Reed, 
wrote  to  a  member  of  congrefs,  "  With  an  army  offeree 
before,  and  a  fecret  one  behind,  we  ftand  on  a  point  of 
land  with  6000  old  troops,  (if  a  year's  fervice  of  about 
half,  can  entitle  them  to  the  name)  and  about  1500  new 
levies  of  this  province,  many  difaffeded  and  more  doubts 
ful.  In  this  fituation  we  are  :  every  man  in  the  army, 
from  the  general  to  the  private  (acquainted  with  our 
true  fituation)  is  exceedingly  difcouraged.  Had  I  known 
the  true  pojlure  of  affairs^  no  confideratkn  would  haroe 
tmpted  me  to  have  taken  an  active  part  of  this  f cent!,  >  and 
this  Jentiment  is  univerfaL^^  Gen.  Howe  is  fufficiently 
ftrong,  confidering  the  goodnefs  of  his  troops,  to  maki^ 
^  fuccefsful  attempt  upon  the  Americans ;  but  being  in 
daily  expedlation  of  the  reinforcement  from  Europe, 
lie  will  undoubtedly  remain  inaftive  till  their  arrival. 

This  ^hen  is  a  proper  opportunity  for  relating  the 
operations  in  South  Carolina. 

The  defigns  of  miniftry  againft  the  fouthem  colonies^ 
were  providentially  difcovered,  before  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Piter  Parker.  In  the  beginning  of  April  capt,' James 
Barron  arrived  at  WiUiamfburgh,  with  difpatches  from 
the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  gov.  Eden  of  Maryland,  which 
he  took  from  on  board  a  fmall  veffel  fent  by  lord  Dun- 
pipre  to  carry  them  to  Annapolis,  The  fecretary's  let- 
ter is  dated  Whitehall,  Dec.  23,  1775,  and  fays, 

^^  Sir, 
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"Sir,  "77** 

*'  An  armament  of  feven  regimen tSj  with  a  fleet  of 
frigates  and  fmall  Ihips>  is  now  in  readinefs  to  proceed 
to  the  Ibutliern  colonies,  in  order  to  attempt  the  refto-* 
ration  of  lega]  government  in  that  part  of  America,  It 
will  proceed  in  the  fir  ft:  place  to  North  Carolina,  and 
from  thence  either  to  South  Carolina  or  Virginia,  ai 
circumftances  fhall  point  out."  This  difcovery  is  rank- 
ed, by  the  American  commander  in  chiefj  among  manjr 
other  fignal  interpofidons  of  Providence,  and  as  fcrving 
to  ih^ire  every  reflefting  mind  with  confidence.  No 
one  profefles  "  a  more  perfeft  reliance  on  the  all-wife  and 
powerful  difpenfations  of  die  fupreme  Being,  or  thinks 
his  aid  more  necefiTary." 

•  The  Ann  and  Ifabella  arrived  at  Cape  Fear  wich  part  April 
of  the   17th  regiment;    fhe  was  the  firft  vefTel  of  Sir  *^' 
Peter  Parker's  fleet.     From  her  arrival  to  the  fecond  of 
May,  thirteen  tranfports  got  in.     On  the  thirds  Sir  P^/^r/^  May 
and  twenty  fail  arrived  with  lord  Ctniiv^lIiSf  gen,  Vaugbaii    ^' 
and  others :    when  they  met  with  gen,  CUnfoKy   who, 
after  leaving  New  York,  proceeded  ^^  Virginia,  where 
he  faw  lord  Dunmore  \  but  finding  that  no  fervice  could 
be  efFefted  in  that  colony,  he  repaired  to  Cape  Fear  river, 
and  waited  the  amval  of  the  armament  froni  Europe, 
Gen.  Clinton  ifTued  out  a  procUmation  from  on  board     g^ 
the  Pallas  tranfport,  offering  free  pardon  to  all  fuch  as 
fliould  lay  down  their  arms,  &c,  excepting  Cornelius 
Harnett  and  Robert  Howe,     The  defeat  of  the  high- 
landers  and  regulators  in  Februaiy,  and  the  meafures 
afterward  taken  for  the  fafecy  of  the  colony,  diverted 
the  comm?inders  from  attempting  any  thing  againft  \ti 
'^nd  led  them  to  conclude  upon  attacking  ChavleftQ'Wi^^ 
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»77^' which  they  were  in  full  expeftation  of  fubduing,  as  they 
had  about  2800  land  forces  to  co-operate  with  the  men 
bf  war.     Prior  to  their  arrival  and  junftion,  every  exer- 
tion had  been  made  to  put  the  colony  of  Soulb  Caroling, 
and  efpecially  its  capital,  in  a  refpeftable  pofture  of  d^^ 
fence.     As  one  mean  conducing  to  it,  works  were  ereft- 
icd  on  Sullivan's  ifland,  fituated  fo  near  the  channel  as 
to  be  a  very  convenient  poft  for  annoying  fhips  approach^ 
ing  the  town;  and  about  thirty  cannon,  32,  18  and  9 
pounders,  were  mounted  on   a  fort  conftruded  with 
palmetto.     This  is  a  tree  peculiar  to  the  fouthern  ftates, 
which  grows  from  twenty  to  forty  feet  high  without 
branches,  and  then  terminates  in  fomething  refcmbling 
the  head  of  a  cabbage.    The  wood  is  remarkably  fpongy. 
A  buUet  entering  it  makes  no  extended  frafture,  but 
buries  itfelf  without  injuring  the  parts  adjacent, 
June      On  the  firft  of  June,  advices  were  received  in  Charlef^ 
t*      town,   that  a  fleet  of  forty  or  fifty  fail  was  at  anchor 
'-     about  fix  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Sullivap's  ifland. 
The  next  day  the  alarm  fignal  was  fired,  and  exprefles 
fent  to  the  officers  commanding  the  militia  in  the  coun- 
try, to  repair  to  the  immediate  defence  of  the  capital 
with  the  forces  under  their  refpedtive  commands.   .  In  ^ 
few  days  feveral  hundred  of  the  enemy's  troops  were 
landed  on  Long  Iftand,  fituated  tq  the  ^aftward  of  Sul^ 
f  o.     livan^s,  and  feparatcd  from  it  by  a  creek.     Op  the  lotji 
the  Briftol,  a  50  gun  fliip,  her  guns  being  preyioufly 
-taken  out,  got  fafe  over  the  bar.    About  this  time  a 
.proclamation  was  fent  afliore,    in  which,  gei>.  ([^lintpn 
:promifed  pardon  to  the  inhabitants,  upon /their  Uying 
^down  their  arms,  and  quietly  fubirnitting  to  jthcx^-cftft- 
.blifhnient  of  royal  goyernrpent.     It  produce^  none  of 

the 
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the  efFefts  wilhed  from  it.  The  militia  of  the  country  ^ll^r 
very  generally  obeyed  the  fumrrtons  of  prcfident  Rtit- 
ledge,  and  repaired  in  great  numbers  to  the  captaL 
The  regular  regiments  of  the  adjacent  northern  colo- 
pies,  having  been  ordered  to  the  affiftancc  of  their  fouthern 
neighbours,  arrived  at  this  critical  jundturc.  The  whole 
were  commanded  By  gen.  Lee,  who  had  been  fent  to  the 
fouthward  on  gen.  Clinton's  leaving  the  Hook.  The  .  i 
great  opinion,  everywhere  entertained  of  his  ability  and 
<jxperience,  added  to  the  fpirits  of  die  troops  and  inha-  s^, 
bitants.  In  a  few  d^ys  the.  Americans,  including  tlie 
inilitia  of  the  town  and  country,  amounted  to  five  or  fix 
xhoufand  men.  The  firft  South  Carolina  regular  regi- 
jnent,  commanded  by  (CoL  Gadfden,  was  ftationed  at 
fort  Johnfon,  on  the  ipoft  northerly  point  of  Jamcsl 
I  (land,  and  within  point  blanjt  (hot  of  the  channel  The 
fecond  and  third  regular  regiments  gf  the  colony,  com- 
manded by  cols.  Moultrie  and  Tf:>otn^on^  occupied  the 
two  extremities  of  Sullivan's  Ifland.  Thp  other  forces 
had  their  pofts  aflignpd  them  at  HaddrcU's  Point,  James 
Ifland,  anjd  along  the  l^ay  jp  front  of  the  town.  The 
ilreets  near  the  water  were  in  different  places  ftrongly 
barricaded.  The  ftores  on  the  wharfs,  though  im- 
menfely  valuable,,  were  pulled  down,  and  lines  of  der 
fence  continued  alpng  the  water's  edge*  Donieftic  con,- 
veni.encies  were  exchanged  for  blankets  and  knapfacks, 
and  gentlemen  of  the  moft  independent  fortune  laboried 
.with  the  hoe  and  the  fpade  in  their  hands.  Gov.  Ruty 
.ledge,  fore  againfl:  his  will,  was  obliged  to  adopt  fome 
abfolute  meafure3  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  Heprefled 
^  700  negroes  with  tools,  &c.  belonging  to  non-aflbcia- 
tors,  to  work  upon  the  fortifications  and  trenches;  and 
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'*79^*  feized  for  the  prefent,  the  cafh  and  papers  of  many  af^ 
fociators,  in  name  only,  to  prevent  their  doing  mifchicf, 
as  they  hung  back  in  the  hour  of  trial.  In  a  few  days, 
by  the  labor  of  the  citizens,  in  conjunftion  with  die  ne- 
groes, fuch  obftruftions  were  thrown  in  the  way  as 
would  have  greatly  embarraffed  the  royal  army,  had  it 

June  attempted  landing  in  the  town.     The  Experiment  of 

^^*  50  guns  fafely  croffed  the  bar,  after  taking  fimilar  pre- 
cautions with  the  Briftol. 

^^  The  fort  on  Sullivan's  ifland  is  now  to  be  attacked  by 
the  two  50  gun  fhips,  the  Briftol  and  Experiment — four 
frigates,  the  Aftive,  Afteon,  Solcbay  and  Syren,  each 
of  28  guns — the  Sphynx  of  20  guns,  the  Friepdlhip 
armed  veffel  of  22  guns,  the  Ranger  floop  and  Thun- 
der bomb  each  of  eight  guns.  The  Thunder  bomb 
covered  by  the  armed  Ihip,  takes  her  ftarion  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  begins  to  throw  fhells,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  eleven.  The  Aftive,  Briftol,  Experiment  and 
Solebay  come  boldly  on  to  the  attack.  A  litde  before 
eleven,  the  garrifon  fires  four  or  five  (hot  at  the  Aftive 
while  under  fail.  When  Ihe  comes  near  the  fort,  Ihc 
drops  anchor,  and  pours  in  a  broadfide.  Her  example 
is  followed  by  the  three  other  veffels,  and  a  moft  furious 
and  inceflant  cannonade  enfues.  The  Sphynx,  AAeon 
and  Syren  are  ordered  to  take  their  ftation  between  the 
end  of  the  ifland  and  Charleftown,  partly  to  enfilade  the 
ivorks  of  the  fort,  parriy  to  cut  oflF  the  communicaticm 
between  the  ifland  and  the  continent,  and  partly  to  pre- 
vent any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  interrupt  the 
grand  attack.  The  weftem  extremity  of  the  fort,  off 
which  they  are  to  be  ftationed,  is  fo  unfinifhed  as  to 
fifford  very  imperfcft  cov^r  to  the  mcu  at  the*  guns  in 

\  that 
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that  part,  and  alfo  fo  fitiiated  as  to  expofe  the  men  in  1776* 
the  other  parts  of  the  fort  to  a  very  dangerous  crofs  fire. 
Providence  on  this  occafion  remarkably  interpofcs  in 
behalf  of  the  garrifofij  and  faves  them  from  a  faie,  that 
undoubtedly  would  other  wife  be  inevitable.  About 
twelve  o'clock,  as  the  three  taft- mentioned  (hips  are  ad- 
vancing, they  all  get  entangled  with  a  fliqal  called  the 
Middle  Ground ;  two  of  them  run  foul  of  each  other» 
The  Afteon  fticks  faft.  The  Sphynx,  before  flie  clears 
herfelf,  lofes  her  bowiprit;  but  the  Syren  gets  off 
without  much  injury •  They  are  too  late  however,  or 
in  no  condition  for  executing  the  intended  ferv^ice,  Tht 
Thunder  bomb,  after  having  thrown  about  60  fhells,  is 
fo  damaged  as  to  be  incapable  of  firing  longer,  Whil© 
the  continued  fire  from  the  fliips  feems  fufficlent  to 
fliake  the  braveft  enemy,  and  daunt  the  courage  of  the 
moft  veteran  foldier,  the  return  made  from  the  fort  calls 
for  the  reipe£t  of  the  brave  Bridfh  leamen,  though  higUy 
incommoded  by  it^  The  garrifon^  which  confifts  of  ■ 
col.  Moultrie,  344  regulars,  and  a  few  volunteer  militia, 
nearly  all  raw  and  unexperienced,  ftick  to  their  guns  with 
the  greateft  conftancy  and  firmnefs,  amidft  a  moft  dread- 
ful roar  of  artillery.  They  fire  deliberately  and  flowly, 
and  take  a  cool  and  efFcftive  aim-  The  Ihips  fuffer 
accordingly-  They  are  torn  almoft  to  pieces^  and  the 
flaughter  is  dreadful.  Never  did  Britifh  valor  fliine 
more  confpicuous,  nor  ever  did  their  marine  experience 
fo  rough  an  encounteri  in  an  engagement  of  the  fame 
nature  with  any  foreign  enemy.  The  fprings  of  the 
Briftol's  cable  being  cut  by  the  Ihot,  flie  is  for  fome 
time  moft  dreadfully  raked  by  the  Americans,  Capt, 
Morris,  who  ^omn^^inds  her^  though  h?  has  received  a 
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1776.  number  of  wounds,  difdains  quitting  his  duty,  tiU  his- 
arm  being  at  length  fhot  off,  he  is  carried  away  in  cir- 
cumftances  that  afford  no  poflibility  of  recovery.  Sir 
Peter  Parker  fuffers  a  flight  contufion.  Every  man 
Rationed  in  the  beginning  of  the  a6tion  on  the  quarter 
deck  of  the  Briftol,  is  either  killed  or  wounded.  In  the 
whole  Ihe  has  40  men  killed  and  7 1  wounded.  The 
Experiment  has  23  killed  and  76  wounded.  Capt.  Scott, 
who  commands  her,  lofes  his  arm  and  receives  many 
other  wounds.  Lord  Campbell,  the  late  governor  of 
the  colony,  who  ferves  as  a  volunteer,  with  the  greatdt 
fpirit  and  bravery,  and  is  fo  condefcending  as  to  accept  of 
the  direftion  of  fome  guns  on  the  lower  gun  deck,  re- 
ceives a  hurt  in  his  left  fide,  which  may  finally  prove- 
mortal  *.  The  fire  of  the  fort  is  principally  diredted 
againft  the  Briflol  and  Experiment,  which  fufFer  very 
much  in  their  hulls,  mafts  and  rigging.  Not  lefs  than 
70  balls  go  through  the  former.  The  Adeoji  has  ^ 
lieutenant  killed  an^  fix  men  wounded.  The  Solebay 
has  eight  men  wounded.  The  lofs  of  ti\^  garrifqn  i^ 
only  10  men  killed  ^nd  (jij  wounded,  , 

The  guns  of  the  fort  were  at  one  time  fo  long  filencedj^ 
(hat  it  was  thought  to  have  been  abandoned,  Whcrv 
the  garrifon  had  regeiv^d  a  recruit  of  powder,  the  ex-.. 
penditure  of  their  flock  having  obliged  them  to  cealCj 
firing,  they  began  it  again,  and  d^d  amazing  execution 
by  its  excefTive  feverity.  During  the  long,  hot  and 
obftinate  confli6t  between  the  American  fort  and  theBri- 
tifh  men  of  war,  the  feamen  looked  frequently  and  im-. 
patiently  to  the  eaibv^rd,  ^pefting  to  fee  the  land  forces^; 
under  gen.  Clinton  and  lord  Cornwallis,  advanc?  frgmj 

^  It  at  length  occafioncd  his  death. 
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Xong  liland,  and  march  up  to  fecond  their  attack  ;  but  ^77^ 
in  this  they  were  difappointed.  Though  the  creek  be-^ 
tween  that  ifland  arid  Sullivan's  is  eafily  fordafalc  in  ge* 
neral,  yet  at  that  timCj  through  a  long  feries  of  eafterly 
'winds  it  was  uncommonly  deep>  and  inipaflable  at  the 
.ufual  place  of  paflage.  The  Britilh  troops  rhight  have 
crofTed  higher  up ;  but  then  they  muft  have  been  ex-* 
pofed  fo  completely  and  fo  long  to  the  American  fire; 
that  they  would  have  run  the  greateft  riik  of  being  de- 
feated. CoL  Thompfon,  with  ^oo  riflemen  of  his  re- 
giment;  coh  Clark,  with  200  regulars  of  the  Nonh  Ca-^ 
rohna  line^  coh  Horry^  with  200  South  Carolina  mU 
litia,  and  the  Racoon  company  of  militia  riflemen,  with 
an  eighteen  pounder  and  a  field  piece,  were  (tationed  at 
the  caft  end  of  Sullivan's  Ifland  to  oppofe  their  crofling, 
t  The  Britifli  fire  was  kept  up  without  intcmnliTion  till 
ne^r  feven  o'clock,  when  it  flackened  confiderably.  At 
halfpaft  nine,  the  firing  on  both  fides  ceafed,  and  at 
eWen  the^fhattered  ftiips  flipped  their  cableSj  and  with- 
drew trom  the  fcene  of  aftion,  after  an  engagement 
Y^hich  had  been  fupported  with  uncommon  courage  and 
vigor,  on  both  fldesj  for  above  ten  hours.  Next  morn- 
ing, all  the  men  of  war,  except  the  A£teon,  had  retired 
about  two  miles  from  the  ifland-  The  garrifon  fired 
feveral  fliot  at.her  ;  fl:ie  at  firfl:  returned  them,  but  fooii 
after  the  crew  fet  her  on  fire  and  abandoned  her,  leaving 
the  colours  flying,  the  guns  loaded,  and  all  her  ammu- 
nition and  ftores  behind.  She  was  in  a  fliort  time  board- 
ed by  a  party  of  Americans,  who  brought  off  her  co* 
lours,  the  fliip's  bell,  -and  as  many  fails  and  ftores  as 
three  boats  could  contain.  While  the  flames  were  burftr 
ing  out  on  all  fldesj  they  fir^d  three  of  t\er  guns  at  the 
-     ^  com- 
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*77^»  commodore,  and  then  quitted  her ;  and  in  lefs  than  haK" 
an  hour  after  ftic  blew  up. 

There  were  many  thoufand*lhot  fired  at  the  fort  from 
the  fhippmg;  but  the  works  fuflfered  litde  damage: 
thofe  which  ftruck  the  fort  were  buried  in  its  foft 
ifvood.  Hardly  a  hut  or  tree  on  the  ifland  efcaped^ 
Seven  thoufand  balls  have  been  picked  up  fince  the  en* 
gagement 

When  the  Britilh  fleet  appeared  off  the  coafl,  ttorc 
was  fo  fcanty  a  ftock  of  lead,  that  to  fupply  the  muf- 
ketry  with  bullets,  it  became  neceflary  to  flrip  the  win- 
dows of  the.  dwelling  houfes  in  Charleftown  of  their 
weights.  Powder  alio  was  very  fc^ce,  notwithftanding 
a  feafonable  fupply  received  a  few  days  before  the  en* 
gagemcnt.  The  proportion  allotted  for  the  dejfence  of 
the  fort  was  but  barely  eiiotigh  for  flow  firing.  It  was 
^expended  with  great  deliberation..  The  officers,  in 
turn,  pointed  the  guns  with  fuch  escaftnefs,  that  moft 
of  their  fliot  took  eflfeft  on  the  ihipping.  In  the  bc-^ 
ginning  of  the  a6tion  the  flag-ftafi^was  ihot  away.  Ser- 
geant Jafper  of  the  grenadiers  immediately  jumped  oh 
the  beach,  took  up  the  flag,  and  fattened  it  on  a  (pongee 
Soiff.  He  mounted  the  merlon  with  it  in  his  hand  i 
and  though  the  fliips  were  direfting  their  inceflfant 
broad  fides  at  the  fpot,  deliberately  fixed  it.  The 
liay  after  the  aftion,  gov.  Rudedge  prefentcd  the  fcr^ 
gcantwith  a  fword,  as  a  mark  of  refped:  for  his  diflin- 
guiflied  valor.  Seven  of  the  wounded  of  the  garrilbn 
lofl:  their  limbs ;  but  not  with  thefc  their  ipirits  -,  for  they 
cnthufiafl:ically  encouraged  their  comrades,  never  to 
abandon  the  ftandard  of  liberty  and  their  country  *• 
*'  General  Lee's  letter  to  Congitifs* 

Thi» 
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•This  was  particularly  noticed  of  fergeant  M't)or«ildj  ^7^ 
Nvho  being  mortally  wounded  by  a  cannon  b^l,  employ- 
ed the  interval  between  the  wounding  and  his  d6ath>  in 
exhortations  to  that  purpofe.  He  ejtpired  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, wHen  Jafper  removed  the  body  out  of  fi^t,  call- 
ing out  at  the  fame  inftant,  "  revenge  the  brave  maii't. 
death/'  .     ^  * 

Charleftown  has  certainly  had  a,  narrow  cfcape*  Gtn^ 
Lee  wrote  to  the  board  of  war  July  the  iec(md>  ^^  Ftn' 
the  want  of  cavalry,  Charleftown  and  its  dcpehdfcnciei 
had  certainly  been  loft,  if  the  encttiy  had  zdicdvAth  . 
that  vigor  and  expedition  we  hAd  redbn  to  expert,  but 
a  moft  unaccountable  languor  and  inertnefs  on  their  jparts 
have  faved  us."  The  unfiniihcd  ftate  of  the  fari^  tho 
danger  of  its  being  enfiladed,  and  the  difficulty  of -a  re- 
treat for  want  of  a  durable  communication  between  tbk  , 
ifland  and  the  main  by  a  bridge,  led  the  general  to  vic^ 
the  fort  rather  as  untenable,  and  to  incline  to  the  aban<* 
doning  of  it :  but  when  he  found  thatlcoL  McJultric  wsH 
determined  at  all  adventures  to  attempt  its  defenccy  he. 
fatisfied  himfelf  with  advifmg  to  a  feafonable  cvacua* 
tion,  and  againfi  rilking  too  m^ch  in  its  fupport.  The 
colonel  and  his  garrifon  have  deferved  the  praifes  and 
thanks  of  their  counoy,  and  wifl  undoubtedly  meet  widi 
due  honor.  ■  .. 

Some  think  there  wais  a  capital  miftake  on  the  padt 
of  the  Britilh  commanders  in  ftqppih'g  at  the  fort,  whett 
Charleftown  was  the  objeft;  dnd  thait  the  fleet  fhovtli 
have  paffed  the  ifland,  ift  order  to  their  kttacking^-th^ 
town,  which,  with  a  leading  wind  and  tide,  might  have  ^  ' 
been  done  with  a  tenth  part  of  die  tofs  and  damage  that 
the  fliips  have  ftiftained.    But  had  th<y  paiOfed  the  fori; 
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*776:  a  fuccdsful  attack  upon  the  town  was  not  a  neceflaff 
confequence.     The  very  attack  of  the  fort  would  have  I 
been  fuccefsful,  had  the  Adeon  got  fafe  to  her  ftatioDj 
inftead  of  running  ground. 

The  fate  of  this  expedition  will  contribute  greatly  to 
fiftablilh  the  popular  government  it  was  intended  to 
overfet :  while  the  news  of  it  will  fly  like  a  meteor 
through  the  continent,  and  carry  with  it  a  moft  malig- 
nant influence  on  the  royal  caufc.  Sir  Peter  Parker 
wll  moft  probably  fail  foon,  with  the  fleet  and  troops^ 
for  the  Hook,  in  order  to  join  lord  Howe. 

Now  let  us  refume  the  momentous  bufinefs  of  inde- 
pendence. .     : 
:    Tht  Pcnnfylvania  aflembly  withdrew  from  its  union 
with  cOngrefs,  in  confequence  of  inflruftions  to  their  de- 
legates, upon  the  congreflional  refolve  of  May  the  i5th^ 
for  fupprefling  all  authority  derived  from  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  united  colonies^     The  committee 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  apprehended^ 
that  by  this  ftep  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  people  5  and 
in  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
inhabitants,  iflued  letters  on  the  20th  of  May  (by  virtue? 
of  a  power  given  to  them  in  the  provincial  convention  held 
in  January  1775)  for  calling  a  conference  of  the  commit- 
tees of  the  counties,  in  order  to  coUedt  the  fenfe  of  the  in-  - 
habitants  upon  the  aforefaid  refolve  of  congrefs,  and  to  bring 
about  a  re-union  of  the  provinces  with  the  other  colonies, 
by  calling  a  piovincial  convention,  with  a  view  to  form 
a  government  for  that  purpofe.     They  intimated  their 
belief,  that  the  aflembly  had  been  dragged  into  a  com- 
pliance with  moft  of  the  refoluuons  of  congrefs  from 
the  fear  of   a  provincial  convention.     Mcflirs.  Johij 
Bayard  and  Daniel  Roberdeau  were  particularly  adivc 

ia 
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in  this  bufiners.  The  deputies  of  the  people  affcmbled  J77^* 
in  full  provincial  conference,  and  unanimoufly  declared  24, 
their  willingnefs  to  concur  in  a  vote  of  congrefe',  de- 
claring the  united  colonies  free  and  iodependent  ftates. 
A  change  in  their  delegates  followed.  Mr.  Dickinfou 
oppofed  openly,  and  upon  principle,  the  declaration  of 
independence,  and  was  therefore  removed. 

The  Maryland  convention  had  inftrufted  their  dele- 
gates, laft  December,  to  oppofe  the  queftion  of  ind^ 
pendency.     Thefe  therefore,  having  given  their  vote  ^ 
againft  it,  withdrew ;  not  from  a  perfonal  oppoiition,  bm 
in  compliance  with  their  public  reprefentation.     Mr. 
Samuel  Chafe  was  ftrongly  attached  to  it  5  and  when  he   ' 
was  returned  to  Maryland,  procured  county  inftrudtions. 
to  the  members  of  convention,  by  which  the  laft  werp 
induced  to  alter  their  own  inftrudlions.     He  tranfmitte^ 
an  account  of  it  to  his  friend  in  congrefs,  in  die  follow- 
ing terms,—"  Annapolis,  June  28.     Friday  evening,     ^%^ 
nine  o'clock.     I  am  this  moment  from 'the  houfj  to 
procure  an  exprefs  to  follow  the  poft,  with  an  unanimoi^s 
vote  of  our  convention  for  indep,endencey  &c.     See  th^e 
glorious  effefts  of  county  inftru6tions.     Our  people  hayp 
fire,  if  not  fmothered.     S.  Chafe," 

Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  July 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  independency :  but  neither  colonics     '* 
nor  members  being  unanimous,  it  was  poftponed  till  the 
next  day.     They  had  it  under  further  confideration,     4: 
when  the  declaration  of  independence  was  agreed  to  and. 
adopted.     The  title  of  it  h^ 

A  Declaration  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  congrefs  aOembled. 

Vol.  II.  U-  The 
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'77^*  The  preamble  follow^  in  thefe  words :  "  When,  in 
"  the  courfe  of  human  events,  it  becomes  neceffary  for 
"  one  people  to  diflblve  the  political  bands  which  have 
"  connefted  them  with  another,  and  to  afllime,  among 
"  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  feparate  and  equal  fliation 
^'  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  en- 
"  title  them,  a  decent  refpeft  to  the  opinions  of  man- 
^^  kind  requires  that  they  fliould  declare  the  caufes  which 
"  impel  them  to  the  feparation. 

"  We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  fclf-evident ;  that  all 
'^  men  are  created  equals  that  they  are  endowed  by 
"  their  Creator,  with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that 
*^  among  thefe  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  purfuit  of  happi- 
"  rtefs  : — That  to  fecure  thefe  rights,  governments  are 
*^  inftituted  among  men,  deriving  their  juft  powers  from 
"  the  conlent  of  the  governed ;  that  whenever  any  form 
*^  of  government  becomes  deftrudlive  of  thefe  ends,  it 
"  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  afeolifh  it,  and 
*^  to  inftitute  new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on 
'^  fuch  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  fijch  form, 
^^  as  to  them  fhall  fecm  moft  likely  to  efFed  their  fafety 
"  and  happinefs.  Prudence,  indeed,  willdiftate,  that 
".  governments  long  eftablifhed,  fhould  not  be  changed 
"  for  light  and  tranfient  caufes  ;  and  accordingly  all  cx- 
"  perience  hath  fliown,  that  mankind  are  more  difpofed 
"  to  fuffer,  while  evils  are  fufferable,  than  to  right 
*^  themfelves  by  abolifhing  the  forms  to  which  they  are 
' " .  accuftomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of  abufes  and 
"  ufurpations,  purfuing  invariably  the  fame  objeft, 
^^  evinces  a  defign  to  reduce  them  under  abfolute  defpo- 
*'  tifm,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw  off 
"  fuch  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their 

'*  future 
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"  future  fecuriry.  Such  iias  been  the  patient  fufferancc^??^' 
*^  of  thefe  colonies  i  and  fucliis  now  the  neceffity  which 
"  conftrains  them  to  alter  their  forntier  fyftems  of  go- 
"  vernment."  The  declaration  proceeds  to  give  '*  a 
^^  hiftory  of  repeated  injuries  and  ufurpacionsj  aihhaving 
'^  in  dire6t  object  the  eftabliHiment  of  an  abfolute  ty- 
"  ranny  over  thefe  ftates.  To  prove  this,  let  fafts  be 
"  fubmittedto  a  candid  world."  It  then  enters  upon  a 
fpecification  of  injuries,  and  complains  to  the  follow- 
ing pui-port — 

Aflent  has  been  refufed  to  laws  the  moft  wholefome 
and  neceflary  for  the  public  good. 

Governors  luve  been  forbidden  to  pals  laws  of  imme- 
diate and  prefllng  importance,  unlefs  fufpended  in  their 
operation  till  afTented  to  in  Britain  i  and  when  fo  fuf- 
pended, an  attenrion  to  them  has  been  utterly  neglefted. 
•.  Legiflative  bodies  have  been  called  together  at  places 
unufual,  uncomfortable,  and  diftant  from  the  dcpofitory 
of  their  public  records,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fatiguing 
them  into  a  compliance  with  favorite  meafures. 

Houfes  of  reprefentatives  have  been  diflblvcd  repeat- 
edly, for  oppofing  with  manly  firmnefs,  invafions  on  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

For  a  long  time  after  fuch  diffolutionj  it  has  been  re- 
fufed to  permit  others  to  be  elected;  whereby  the  legifla- 
tive powers,  incapable  of  annihilation,  have  returned  to 
the  people  at  large  for  their  exercife;  the  ftate  remaining 
in  the  mean  time  expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of  invafion 
from  without,  and  convulfions  within. 

Endeavours  have  been  made  to  prevent  the  population 
of  thefe  ftates,  by  obftrufting  the  laws  for  naturalization 
of  foreigners,  refufmg  to  pafs  others  to  encourage  their 
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1776.  migrations  hither,  and  raifing  the  conditions  of  new  ap- 
propriations of  lands. 

The  adminiftration  of  juftice  has  been  obftru6tcd  by 
the  refufing  of  affent  to  laws  for  cftablifhing  judiciary 
powers. 

'  Judges  have  been  made  dependent  on  the  crown  alone 
for  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  pay- 
ment of  their  falaries. 

A  multitude  of  new  offices  have  been  erefted,  and 
{warms  of  officers  been  fent  hither  to  harafs  the  people^ 
and  eat  out  their  fubftance. 

Standing  armies  have  been  kept  up  among  us  in  times 
of  peace,  without  the  confent  of  our  Icgiflatures. 

The  military  has  been  rendered  independent  ofi  and 
fuperior  to  the  civil  power. 

A  plan  has  been  formed  to  fubjecS:  us  to  a  juriididtion 
foreign  to  our  conftitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our 
laws. 

Ads  have  been  paffed  by  the  Britifli  legiflature,  for 
quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us ;— ♦ 
For  proteding  them  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punifhments 
for  any  murders  which  they  Ihould  commit  on  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  dates  ; — For  cutting  off  our  trade  with 
all  parts  o(  the  world  ; — For  impofing  taxes  on  us  with- 
out our  confent ; — For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes,  of 
the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury  ; — For  tranfporting  us  be- 
yond feas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  offences  ;— For  abo- 
Jifliing  the  free  fyllem  of  Englilh  laws  in  a  nei^bouring 
province,  eftablilhing  therein  an  arbitrary  government, 
and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  fo  as  to  render  it  at  once 
an  example  and  fit  inftrument  for  introducing  the  fame 
abfolute  rule  into  thefe  colonies  s-— For  taking  away  our 
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charters,  aboliHiing  ourmoft  valuable  laws,  and  altciing  '77^^ 
fundamentally  the   forms   of  our  governments  i — For 
fui])ending  our  own  legiQarures,  and  declaring  the  Bricifh 
parliament  invefted  with  power  to  legiflate  for  us  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever- 

The  crown  of  Great  Britain  has  abdicated  government 
here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  its  protection,  and  waging 
war  againft  us> 

Our  feas  have  been  plundered,  our  coafts  ravaged,  our 
towns  burnCj  and  the  lives  of  our  people  deftroyed, 

Large  armies  of  foreign  mercenark's  are  at  tliis  time 
tranlporting,  to  complete  tlie  works  of  death,  defolatinn 
and  tyranny,  already  begun  with  circumllances  of  cruelty 
and  perfidy,  fcarcely  paralleled  in  the  moft  barbarous 
ages,  and  totally  unworthy  a  civilized  nation. 

Our  fellow  citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high  ftas^  • 

have  been  conftrained  to  bear  arms  againft  their  country, 
to  become  the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren, 
or  to  fall  themftlves  by  their  hands- 

Domeftic  infurreftionshave  been  excited  amongft  us^ 
and  endeavours  have  been  ufed  to  bring  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  frontiers  the  mercilefs  Indian  favages,  whofe 
known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undiftinguilhcd  dcftrudion, 
of  all  ages,  fexes,  and  conditions, -^-T he  declaration  pro* 
ceeds,  faying, 

"  In  every  flage  of  theft  opprefTions,  we  have  peti- 
^^  tibned  for  redrcfs  in  the  moft  humble  terms.  Our 
^^  repeated  petitions  have  been  anfwered  only  by  repeated 
^^  injury.  Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  iittcntionsjo 
<^  our  Britifli  brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from 
^^  time  to  time,  of  attempts  by  their  legiHature  to  cx- 
"  tend  an  unwarrantable  jurifdidion  over  us.    We  have 
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1776.  "  reminded  them  of  the  circumftances  of  oiir  emigra-t- 
"  tion  and  fettlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to  their 
"  native  juftice  and  magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured 
"  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred  to  difavow 
"  thefe  ufurpations,  vvhich  would  inevitably  interrupt 
"  our  connections  and  correfpondence.  They  too  have 
"  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  of  confanguinity. 
"  We  mufl,  therefore,  acquiefce  in  the  necefli^y,  which 
"  denounces  our  feparation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  ' 
"  the  reft  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends.- 
"  We,  therefore,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  United  States 
"  of  America,  in  General  Congrefs  aflembled,  appeal- 
"  irig  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  the  refti* 
*^  tude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name,  and  by  the 
"  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies,  folemnly- 
"  pubUfti  and  declare.  That  thefe  united  colonies  are,  and 
"  ofrightoughttobe,  FREE  and  INDEPENDENT 
'^  STATES  ;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegiance:i 
"  to  the  Britifh  crown ;  and  that  all  political  conneftloiv 
*^  between  them  and  the  ftate  of  Great  Britain,  is,  and 
"^  ought  to  be  totally  diflblved ;  and  that  as  Free  and 
"  Independent  States,  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war, 
^^  conclude  peace,  contradl  alliances,  eftablifh  commerce, 
"  and  to  do  all  other  afts  and  things  which  tn^flependent- 
"  States^ may  of  right  do. '  And  for  the  fupport  of  this* 
"  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  proteftion'  of 
'<  DIVINE  PROVIDENCE,  we  mutually  pledge  to 
"  each  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred  honor."' 
The  declaration  was  by  order  of  congrefs  engroffed  and 
figned  by  the  following  members,  JOHN  HANCOCK-^ 
New  Hampshire,  J'o/iab  Bartktty  JViUiam  Whipple'^' 
Matthew    I'hornton ;— M ass achuset ts  -  Bay,    Samuel 

AdatnTy 
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Adamsy  John  Adams^  Rcberi  Treat  Painey  Elbridge  Geiry :  '77^- 
— Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantatioxs, 
Stephen  Hopkins^  PFilliam  Eikry : — ConnecticuTj  Roger 
Sherinan^  Samuel  Huntington^  WiUiam  Williams^  Oliver 
WolcQtt: — New  York,  JVilUam  Floyd ^  Philip  Livingjlon, 
Francis  LezviSy  Lewis  Morris: — New  Jeksev,  Richard 
StocktoVy  John  Witherfpoon^  Francis  Hopkinjohy  John  Harty 
Abraha^i  Clark: — Pennsylvania,  Robert  Aiorr is y  Ben- 
jamin Rufiy  Benjamin  Franklin^  John  Mortan^  George 
ClymeTy  James  Smithy  George  Taylor j  James  fVilfoUy  George 
i?^  .'^Delaware,  dffar  Rodnsy^  George  Read:*—^ 
Maryland,  Samuel  Chajey  Willuim  Paca^  Thomas  Stone^ 
Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton: — Virginia,  George  JVythcj 
Richard  Henry  Leey  Thomas  jefferjony  Benjamin  Harrijon^ 
Thomas  Nelfonyjun-  Francis  Lightfoot  Lee^  Carter  Braxtcn: 
— North-Carol  IN  a  J  William  Hooper y  Jojeph  Hnves^ 
JohnPenn: — South-Carolina,  Edward Rutledge^  Tho- 
mas Heywardyjun,  Thomas  Lynch^jun.  Arthur  Middleton: 
-^GrEoacrA,  Button  Qwinnctty  Zyman  Hally  Geo.  Walton^ 
The  declaration  of  congrefs  is  intended  for  their  a£t 
of  reparation  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain;  they 
therefore  no  longer  regard  that  prudential  (tate  maxinn^ 
the  king  can  do  no  wrong  In  his  official  cliaj-aderi  but,  in 
making  their  complaints,  charge  the  fpecifitd  grievances 
to  majefty  itielf ;  by  which  they  mean  to  juftify,  in  the 
fight  of  mankind,  the  renunciation  of  their  former  alle- 
giance. Thus  has  an  event  been  produced,  which  lyas 
not  had  in  contemplacion  by  anyofthe  colonics,  or  even 
by  any  delegate,  fcarce  by  Mr,  Samuel  Adams,  as  wliat 
was  fo  foon  to  luppen,  when  congrefs  firft  met  in  die 
yei\r  1774-  When  Lexington  engagement  had  taken  ^ 
place,  he  and  fome  of  his  colleag;^es  judged  that  th? 

U  4  conteft 
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1776.  contcft  muft  then  ifllie  in  independence,  or  flavejy;  and. 
riierefoi  e  labored  to  eftablilh  the  firft,  that  the  laft  might 
be  prevented.     But  had  a  ferious  propofal  of  feparating 
.  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  been  early  introduced 
into  congrefs,  the  diflblution  of  that  body  would  have 
followed,  through  the  general  averfion  of  the  people  at 
large  and  of  particular  colonies  to  fuch  feparation.     The 
.    Maflachufetts  delegates  had  a  very  nice  part  to  ad.    The 
fouthern  colonies  were  jealous  of  their  republican  {pirit^ 
and  of  their  aiming  at  independency.     Thefe  therefore, 
by  a  nK)ft  prudent  policy,  fecured  thofe  of  the  Virginia 
delegates  that  verged  toward  republicanifm,  with  whom 
they  intrufted  any  favorite  meafure  which  they  wanted 
to  have  carried  5  and  who  brought  the  f^me  forward  and 
fupported  it  in  congrefs,  againft  the  other  fouthern  de- 
legates,' while  their  Maflachufetts  brethren  attended  the 
debates  without  Ihowing  themfelves  particularly  inte* 
refted,  fo  that  the  jealoufies  of  fuch  as  were  moft  againfl; 
it  were  not  alarmed.     They  took  occafipn  alfo,  from  the 
various  occurrences  that  offered,  gently  to  infufe  their 
own  fentiments  into  the  minds  of  fuch  as  had  before 
pppqfed  them,     Their  wife  procedure  aided,  on  the  one 
hand  by  certain  trufly  friends  in  congrefs,  and  on  the 
other  by  die  pcrfevering  blundering  politics  pf  the  Bri, 
ti(h  miniftry,  have  under  the  direction  of  Providence 
produced  Independency,     It  rem.ains  to  be  feen  whether 
Providence  will  give  to  the  fame  an  abiding  eftabUfh-, 
rnent.     The  meafure  which  congrefs  have  adopted,  may 
be  deemed  by  fcir/w  prefumptuous,  confidering  the  weak- 
pefs  of  their  own  army;r-^the  ftrength  of  the  Britiih, 
aflifted  by  a  powerful  navy  ^ — and  that  they  have  not 
^^  ?  leaft  affurance  of  aid  frgm  any  foreign  pow^r,    Bu; 


how  could  it  have  been  avoided  ?  The  people  were  ripe  1776- 
for  it.  Prudence  dictated  a  compliance  widi  their  ex-^ 
pe<ftations  and  wilhes-  A  difappointment  migiit  have 
difgufted,  and  produced  diforder.  The  declaration  may 
give  confidence  co  the  timid  ^  and  aniniate  the  friends 
of  liberty  to  greater  exertions.  It  may  lead  France  to 
think  that  the  Americans  have  refources  more  than  are 
known,  and  fu  incline  her  to  entertain  the  thought  of 
giving  them  afliftance  :  while  it  admits  of  their  apply- 
ing for  the  famej  with  perfect  confiftency  as  an  indepen- 
dent people.  They  have  nothing  worfe  to  apprehend 
from  :thc  declaration  than  before'  The  force  defined  to 
a<5t  i^gainft  them  proves,  thatj  if  poffiblej  they  are  to  be 
reduced  to  unconditional  fubmiffioni  the  declaration 
cannot  add  to  the  mifery  of  fuch  fubmiHion.  ,  Befide, 
the  quarrel  is  in  fuch  a  ftage,  tliat  it  cannot  be  ended 
with  fafety  to  the  inhabitants,  but  by  their  feparating 
from  Great  Britain,  and  becoming  independent :  any 
thing  fhort  of  tlut  muft  now  prove  a  continual  fource 
of  diffenfion  and  wretchcdnefs.  The  members  of  con- 
grefs  have  bad  it  for-fome  time  rung  in  their  ears^ 

"  The  middle  way,  the  beft,  we  fometime  call,         \ 
^^  But  'tis  in  poUtics  no  way  at  all.*' 
This  day  at  twelve  o^clock,  the  declaration  of  inde-  Jul/ 
pendencc  was  proclaimed  at  the  ftate  houfe  PhiladeU     ^' 
phia,  amidll  the  greateft  acclamations.     The  next  day,     ^^ 
in  confequence  of  general  orders^  it  was  read  at  the  liead 
of  each  brigade  of  die  continental  army  at  New  York, 
and  every  where  received  with  loud  huzzas,    and  the 
utmoft  demonftrations  of  joy.     The  fame  evening  the 
equeftrian  ftatue  of  the  king  was  laid  prollrace  on  the 
ground,     The  lead  of  which  ic  is  made,  is  doomed  to 

be 
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^77^  be  run  into  bullets.  The  New  York  coagrefs  have  una- 
nimoufly  refolved,  that  they  will  at  the  rilk  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  join  with  tlie  other  colonies  in  fup-. 
porting  the  declaration  j  and  have  authorized  their  dele- 
gates to  adopt  all  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  conducive 
to  the  happinefs  of  the  United  States. 

The  New  Jerfey  convention  having  declared  their 
late  governor,  William  Franklin  efq^  a  virulent  enemy 
to  the  country,  and  a  perfon  who  may  prove  dangerous,, 
and  who  ought  to  be  confined  in  fuch  place  and. man- 
ner as  congrefs  may  direft  5  congrefs  have  ordered  him- 
to  be  fent  under  guard  to  governor  Trumbull  of  Con- 
nefticut,  who  is  to  admit  him  to  his  parole ;  but  if  he 
refufes  to  give  it,  he  is  to  be  fecured  the  fame  as  other, 
prifbners.  .  Matters  are  drawing  on  to  fuch  a  crifis,  that 
the  next  letter  muft  neceflarily  contain  very  interefting 
intelligence. 


LETTER      VI. 

Roxbury^   Sept.  16,  1776. 

O  R  D  Dunmore  has  at  length  quitted  Virginia  and' 

joined  the  Britiih  forces.     He  arrived  with  lord 

14.  '  Campbell  and  Sir  Peter  Parker  off  Statett  Ifiand.     Mis 

lordfhip  continued  on  the  coafts,  and  in  the  rivers  of 

Virginia,  till  the  clofencfs  and  filth  of  the  fhiall  Veffcls^ 

in 
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in  which  the  fugitives  were  crowded^  together  with  the  '77^* 
heat  of  the  weather,  the  badnefs  and  fcarcity  of  water 
and  provifions,  produced  the  peftilential  fever^  which 
made  great  havock,  efpecially  among  the  negroes,  many 
of  whom  were  fwept  away.  When  at  length  every 
place  was  (hut  againft  him,  and  neither  water  nor  pro- 
vifions  were  to  be  obtained,  but  at  the  expence  of  blood, 
it  was  found  ncceflary,  toward  the  beginning  of  Auguftr, 
to  burn  feveral  of  the  fmaller  and  leaft  valuable  vefiels^ 
to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  AmericanSj 
and  to  fend  the  remainder,  amounting  to  between  forty, 
and  fifty,  with  the  exiled  friends  of  government,  to 
feek  ihelter  in-Florida,  Bermudas,  and  die  Weft  Indies; 
a  great  number  of  negroes  were  lent  at  the  fame  time 
to  the  laft  of  thefe  places  for  fale.  The  Virginians  loft 
about  looo  of  them  in  the  w.hole,  including  thofe  who 
were  killed  or  died  while  attached  to  his  lordfhip's  fer- 
vice.  Thus  have  ended  the  hopes  entertained  of  fup- 
pre fling  the  oppofition  to  government  in  Virginia  by 
employing  the  negroes — a  meafure  which  being  rather 
invidious  than  powerful,  tended  infinitely  to  inflame  the 
difcontents  of  the  people  without  adding  to  tlie  ftrength 
of  the  royal  arms.  The  New  Jerfey  congrels  were  ib 
irritated  by  the  plot  for  deftroying  the  American  arrny^ 
that  they  ufed  the  utmoft  difpatch  in  forming  their  con-.,  , 
ftitution,  and  finilhed  it  by  the  fecond  of  July.  ^* 

Though  they  knew  that  the  fubjeft  of  independence 
was  before  the  continental  congrefs,  and  that  thefe  were 
upon  the  point  of  declaring  the  United  Colonies  inde- 
pendent: and  tiiough  they  had  empowered  their  own 
delegates  to  join  in  the  declaration^  yet  that  not  being 
made- at  the  time,  they  clofed  with  fiiying,  "  provided 

^  always^ 
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1776.  always,  and  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  con- 
grefs,  that  if  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and 
thefe  colonies  (hould  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  taken 
again  under  the  protedtion  and  governnnent  of  the  crown 
of  Britain,  this  charter  Ihall  be  null  and  void,  othcrwife 
to  remain  firm  and  inviolable." 

The  New  Jerfey  legiflature,  in  the  following  Sep- 
tember, chofe  William  Livingfton  efq;  a  gentleman  of 
the  law  and  of  firft-rate  abilities,  to  be  their  governor. 
There  was  an  equal  number  of  votes  for  him  and  Mr. 
Stockton ;  but  the  latter  having  juft  at  the  moment^ 
refufed  to  furnifli  his  team  or  horfes  for  the  fervice  of 
the  public,  and  the  legiflature  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  it,  the  choice  of  Mr.  Livingfton  took  place  imme- 
diately. 

i  The  general  convention  of  Firgima  agreed  upon  a 

conftitution.  They  began  their  felTion  the  fifth  of  May, 
and  ten  days  after,  when  there  were  prefent  1 12  mem- 
bers, re(blved  unanimoufly,  that  their  delegates  fliould 
be  inftrufted  to  propofe  to  congrefs,  that  the.  United 
Colonies  be  by  that  re{pe£bable  body  declared  fi*ee  and 
independent  ftates.  It  might  be  from  a  full  confidence 
of  receiving  fuch  inftrudkions,  that  Mr.  R.  Henry  jLee- 
gave  notice,  that  he  ihould  move  for  a  declaration. of 
independence.  One  gentleman  of  eminence,  who  was 
employed  in  the  great  work  of  planning  the  conftitution, 
made  it  his  inceffant  ftudy  fo  to  frame  the  portrait  of 
government,  that  a  kindred  with  New  England  might 
be  difcerned  in  it. 

Let  us  now  repair  to  New  Tork,  and  the  neighbour* 
hood,  ^ 

Lord 
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Lord  Howe  arrived  oft"  Halifax  towai*d  the  end  of  ^77** 
June;  upon  learning  riiat  the  fieet  and  army  had  left 
that  port  on  the  ioth>  and  receiving  the  letter  which  the 
general  his  brother  had  left  for  hinn,  he  proceeded  to 
New  York  wid^out  coming  to  an  anchor>  and  reached 
Staten  Ifland  by  the  i  tth  of  July ;  from  wiience  he  «. 
fent  afhore  by  a  flag  to  Amboy^  a  circular  lecter,  toge- 
ther with  a  declaration  to  feveral  of  the  lace  governors 
of  the  United  States,  then  colonies^  acquainting  them 
with  his  powersj  and  dcfiring  them  to  publifh  the  fame 
as  generally  as  pofllble,  for  the  information  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  declaration  and  letters  were  foj^warded  to  con- 
grels  by  gen.  Wajbington ;  and  ordered  by  them  to  be 
publifhed  in  the  feveral  news  papers,  that  the  inhabitants 
might  be  informed  of  what  nature  the  commiiTioners 
-were,  and  what  the  terms,  with  the  expeftation  of  which 
the  court  of  Britain  had  endeavoured  to  amufc  and  dif- 
arm  them ;  and  that  the  few  who  were  ftill  fufpcnded 
by  a  hope  founded  either  in  the  juftice  or  moderation 
of  the  parties  concerned^  might  be  convinced,  that  the 
valor  alone  of  their  country  was  to  fayt.*  its  liberties. 

Lord  Howe  fent  up  a  flag  to  New  York  with  a  let-    14* 
ter,  under  the  fuperfcription  of  "  George  Wafliington 
cfq;"  but  which  the  general  refufed  to  receive,  as  not 
being  direfted  to  him  with  the  title  and  in  the  flile  fiiit- 
able  to  his  ftation,     Congrefs  applauded  him  for  afting 
with  a  becoming  dignity ;  and  then  direfted  that  none 
of  their  officers  fhould  receive  letters  or  mediigcs,  diat  ■ 
were  not  addreflTed  to  them  according  to  their  refpedtiv^  '1 
rank.      Adjutant  general  Paterfon  was    at  length   fent   20. 
with  a  lettec  addreffed  to  "  George  Waihington,  &c. 
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'77^'  &c.  &c/'  The  general  exempted  him  from  being  blind 
I  folded,  as  cuftomary  in  paQing  through  fortifications, 
/  and  received  him  with  the  greateft  politenefs ;  but  not- 
I  -withftanding  all  the  adjutant  could  offer,  the  ef  ceteras 
\  would  not  remove  the  impediments  to  the  correi^n- 
'  dence  attempted.  The  general  told  him,  "  it  is  true 
the  etceteras  imply  every  thing ;  but  it  is  no  lefstrue, 
that  they  imply  any  thing."  The  letter  therefore  was 
not  accepted.  This  bufinefs  ferved  to  difcover  the  caft 
of  the  general's  temper,  and  to  fhow  that  he  was  firm 
and  guarded.  A  conference  enfued  on  the  fubjcfl:  of 
prifoners,  and  complaints  on  both  fides,  relative  to. the 
treatment  they  had  received.  The  adjutant  afierted  on 
his  honor,  that  the  prifoners  at  Bofton,  whenever  the 
flate  of  the  army  there  admitted  it,  were  treated  with 
humanity  and  even  indulgence.  Upon  his  obfefving 
that  the  commiflioners  were  intrufted  with  great  powers, 
the  general  anfwered,  "  Their  powers  are  only  to  grant 
pardons.  They,  who  have  committed  no  fault,  want 
no  pardon.  The  Americans  are  only  defending  What 
they  think  their  indifputable  rights."  Thus  ended  a 
conference,  from  which  it  was  evident,  that  all  attempts 
in  the  fame  line  would  prove  ineffeftual  at  prefent.  -The 
adjutant,  through  the  whole  converfation,  addreflfed  the 
general  by  the  title  of  excellency,  and  behaved  viith  the 
utmoft  attention  and  politenefs.  The  arrival  of  the  fleet 
and  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York,  rtiadc 
litrte  imprefTion  on  congrefs.  They  continued  with  the 
fame  inflexibility,  in  the  purfuit  of  the  meafurcs  they 
had  adopted.  Wherever  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence was  publilhed,  it  was  received  with,  the  greatcfl 

4  joy- 
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joy.  It  reached  Charleftown  within  a  few  days,  and  wa^  tTj6. 
proclaimed  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  to  the  troops  un- 
der arms  j  and  followed  with  all '  the  ufual  parade  of 
a  public  rejoicing.  It  found  the  people  of  South  Carolina 
exafperated  againft  Great  Britam  for  her  late  hoftile 
attack,  and  elated  with  their  fuccefsful  defence  of  the 
fort  on  Sullivan's  Ifland,  henceforward  to  be  called  Fort 
Moultrie,  in  honor  to  the  brave  colonel  who  defended  it. 
The  declaration  was  equally  acceptable  to  the  military 
at  New  York ;  and  gave  them  frefh  fpirits  and  vigor.  The 
fear  of  fighting  for,  what  they  apprehended  would  be,  a 
patched  reconciliation  was  finally  at  an  end.  Two  days 
before  col.  Paterfon  waited  upon  gen.  Walhington,  and . 
as  if  in  defiance  of  all  the  then  formidable  appearances, 
independence  was  folemnly  proclaimed  by  the  civil  autho- 
rity :  after  which  the  king's  arms,  and  an  elegant  pifturc  * 
of  his  majefly,  were  deftroyed.  The  epifcopal  clergy 
however,  upon  thefe  proceedings,  fhut  up  their  churches. 
The  military  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Britilh  being 
delayed  for  want  of  the  expedted  reinforcements,  the 
Americans  had  the  opportunity  of  ftrengthening  them- 
felves.  Having  endeavoured  to  fortify  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  fo  as  to  make  it  dangerous  for  the  fhipping, 
they  expefted  that  the  military  operations  would  com- 
mence on  the  fide  of  Long  Ifland ;  where  they  threw  up 
lines  and  erefted  redoubts,  next  to  New  York,  in  order 
to  prevent  gen.  Howe's  advancing  to  and  pofleffing 
himfelf  of  thofe  heights  which  overlook  the  city,  and 
fo  attacking  it  from  that  quarter.  Gen.  Greenewas  in-  ,, 
trufted  with  the  command  of  this  poll ;  and  ftudioufly 
acquainted  himfelf  with  all  the  defiles  leading  to  it,  that 
he  might  reap  the  full  advantage  of  them  whenever  oc- 

cafion 


304  The    history    of    the 

J77^*  cafion  required.     Notwithftanding  the  efforts  to  prevent 
July  the  paffage  of  the  Britifh  Ihips  up  the  North  river,  the 
'^*     fame  was  effeded  by  the  Phoenix,  the  Rofe>  and  two 
tenders,  with  htde  damage  from  a  heavy  cannonade. 
They  foiled  25  miles,  and  took  their  ftation  oppoBte 
Tarry-town,  where  the  river  is  about  four  miles  wide, 
ai.     Only  5000  of  the  new  levies  had  arrived  in  the  Ameri- 
•  can  camp  out  of  1 5,000  ordered.     The  exertions  of  the 
ftates  fliould  have  been  far  more  vigorous,  confidering 
the  formidable  force  their  army  had  foon  to  cope  with* 
fuch  as  no  part  of  this  new  world  had  feen  before,  viz^ 
a  body  of  30,000  excellent  troops  j  great  nymbers  of 
them  experienced  veterans,  rendered  the  more  fbrmida* 
'  ble,  by  the  abundance  of  their  military  ftorcs  and  war- 
like materials,  by  the  goodnefs  and  quantity  of  the  ar* 
tillery  with  which  they  are  provided,  and  by  the  nurne* 
rous  fleet  that  fupports  them. 

I      The  particular  jealoufies  and  prejudices  of  the  conti- 

I  nental  troops  from  the  different  Hates  led  them  frequently 

I  to  throw-out  refleftions  tending  to  irritate  each  other  and 

]  injure  the  common  caufe ;  fo  that  the  commander  in 

I .    \  chief  interpofed  his  influence  to  fupprefs  it  by  general 

orders.     This  was  a  meafure  abfolutely  neceffary,  con- 

8.       fidering  the  fl:ate  of  his  army  j  which  was  as  follows,  for 

the  feveral  pofl:s  on  New  York,  Long  and  Governor's 

I  Hands,  and  Powle's  Hook,  10,514  fit  for  duty  ;—fick 

prefent,  3039; — fickabfent,629; — on  command,  2946; 

—on  furlough,  97  ; — total  17,225.     Thefe  were  little 

^     other  than  raw  troops,  and  much  fcattered,  fbme  being 

1 5  miles  apart  *.     The  two  fleets  of  tranfports,  yntk  the 

12.     expeftcd  reinforcements,  arrived  under  convoy  of  com- 

*  General  Wa(hington*8  letter. 

9  xnodoTQ 
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modore  Hotham  and  the  Rcpulfc,  as  did  the.  campi7:}4 
equipage,  fo  that  gen.  Howe  was  enabled  to.  proceed 
upon  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  which  ought  to 
have  commenced  at  Icaft  two  mondis   foonen    The 
fcarcity  of  lead  obliged  the  citizens  of  New  York  to 
part  with  their  window  leads  for  the  ufe  of  the  American 
army.     One  houfe  fupplied  them  with  1200 lb.  and  ano«    . 
ther  with  a  1000  lb.     Gen.  Wafhington  provided  fome 
fire  Ihips  for  hoftile  purpofes,  and  the  defence  of  the. 
North  river.     One  of  them^  commanded  by  capt.  Fof- 
dick,  and  another  by  capt.  Thomas,  went  up  after  the    16. 
Phoenix  and  Rofe.     The  night  being  dark,  they  pafied 
the  Phoenix  without  feeing  her.     Capt." Thomas  fell  on 
board  the  tender  belonging  to  them,  and  burnt  her. 
The  light  gave  direftion  to  capt.  Fofdick,  who  grappled 
the  Phoenix,  but  by  the  lownefs  of  his  veffei,  and  the 
dexterity  of  the  Phoenix's  hands,  the  latter  got  clear' 
of  the  fire  Ihip  and  funk  her.    The  enemy  however, 
thought  it  prudent  to  quit  their  ftation  two  days  after;  .  ig* 
and  juft  before   day-light,  taking* the  advantage  of  a 
fine  wind,  the  tide,  and  a  very  heavy  rain,  went  dowa 
the  river,  through  a  continual  fire  from  the  American 
forts,  but  received  no  luch  damage  as  to  prevent  their 
rejoining  the  Britifh  fleet.     Gen.  Greene  was  fo  ill,  that 
he  could  ferve  no  longer,  and  gen.  Wafhington  was 
obliged  to  appoint  gen.  Sullivan  to  the  command  oa 
Long  Ijfl^nd,  notwithftanding  the  damage  that  might  ac- 
crue to  the  public  by  the  change  at  fuch  a  critical  mo- 
ment. 

About  one  half  of  the  Heflians  were  yet  Wanting; 
gen.  Howe  however  had  under  him,  the  troops  formerly 
at  Bofton,  the  reinforcement  which  arrived  on  the  rath. 
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'  77^*  the  forces  from  South  Carolina,  whicji  got  in  on  the 
14th,  and  fbmc  regiments  from  Florida  and  the  Weft- 
Indies  j  fo  that  he  felt  himfelf  fufficiently  ftrong  tp  rc- 
folve  upon  attempting  the  ifland.  The  oeceffiuy  mea- 
Aug.  fures  being  taken  by  the  fleet  for  covering  the  dcfcent, 
*^'  the  army  was  landed,  without  oppofition,  between  two 
fmall  towns,  Utr^echt  and  Gravejendy  not  far  from  the 
Narrows,  on  the  neareft  Ihore  to  Staten  Ifland.  Thd 
American  works,  crefted  under  the  eye  of  gen.  Greene^ 
cover  the  breadth  of  a  fmall  peninfula,  having  the  Elaft 
River  (which  feparates  Long  Ifland  from  New  York) 
on  the  left,  a  marfli,  extending  to  the  water  fide  on  the 
,  right,  with  the  bay  and  Governor's  Ifland  at  the  back. 
Within  thefe  works  lies  Brookland,  where  gefi.  Sulfivan 
encamped  with  a  ftrong  force,  a  few  miles  diftant  from 
Utrecht.  From  the  point  of  land  which  forms  the  caft 
fide  of  the  Narrows,  runs  a  ridge  of  hills  about  n<Mth^ 
eafl:,  in  length  about  five  or  fix  miles,  covered  with 'a 
thick  wood,  which  terminate  in  a  fmall  rifing  land  near 
Jamaica.  Through  thefe  hills  are  three  pailes  only; 
one  near  the  Narrows  j  a  fecond  on  the  road,  caUcd  the 
Flatbufli  Road ;  and  a  third,  called  the  Bedford  Road, 
being  a  crofs  road  from  Bedford  to  Flatbulh,  which 
lies  on  the  foutherly  fide  of  thefe  hills.  -Thefe  f|afiea 
through  the  mountains,  or  hills,  are  eafily  defenfible^ 
being  very  narrow,  and  the  lands  high  and  mountainoos 
on  each  fide.  Thefe  are  the  only  roads  which  can  be 
pafled  from  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hills  to  the  American 
lines,  except  a  road  leading  round  the  eafl:erly  eqd  of 
the  hills  to  Jamaica.  An  early  attention  had  been  gicvcn 
to  the  importance  of  thefe  pafles.  To  the  fecoisl  jof 
them,  die  fmaU  American  parties,  p^trtding  on  the 

coaft^ 


coaft,  retired  uj)ori  the  appfoach  6f  the  Britifli  boats  *77^« 
with  the  troops.     Lord  Cdfnw^is  pulhed  on  immedi- 
fttely  with  the  f eferte  and  feme  other  forces  j  but  find- 
ing the  Americans  in  poflfefliori  of  the  pafs,  in  compli- 
ance with  orders  riflced  no  attack.     Three  days  after,     aj# 
gen.  de  Heiftery  with  two  brigades  of  Heflians  from  Staten   ' 
t fland,  join^  the  arftiy.     It  is  faid,  that  when  larided 
he  was  told  by  one  high  in  cotnttiand,  "  The  Americans 
will  give  the  foreigners  ho  quarter;"  and  that  he  an- 
iWered,  **  Well,  as  I  know  it,  I  arii  ready  to  fight  on  | 
thefe  tefms/'    The  foreign  officers  and  foldiers  were  led  j 
to  believe,  that  the  Arftericans  are  a  let  of  fiivagcs  and  | 
barbarians;  and  to  dread  falling  into  their  hands  under  1 
the  apprehenfion  of  fneeting  with  the  cruelleft  treat- 
mf^nt.     The  common  men  were  taught  to  expeft,  that- 
if  taken,  they  fhould  have  their  bodies  ftuck  full  with 
pieces  of  pine  wood,  and  then  be  burnt  to  death.     The 
propagation  of  thefe  fallhoods  might  be  confidered  as  a  ^ 
juft  retaliation  upon  congrefs  for  dcvifing  and  adopting  i 
a  plan  for  encouraging  the  Heffians  and  other  foreigners 
to  defert  the  Britifti  fervice.     Officers  arid  rtieh  are  to-  \ 
tally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  quarrel  between  Britain   j- 
and  the  United  States ;  and  have  high  notions  of  fub-   • 
jedlion  to  princely  authority.     They  deteft  the  thoughts  1 
of  rebellion,  and  the  Americans  being  ftiled  rebels,  they  j 
are  hearty  in  defiring  and  attempting  their  reduftlon,  ' 
and  need  no  incentives  to  v^het  their  refentments. 

The  Ameticans  had  oft  each  of  the  three  above  men- 
tioned pafles  of  roads,  a  guafd  of  eight  hundred  rhen  : 
and  td  the  eaft  of  them  in  the  w©od,  col.  Milcis  wa?  placed 
with  his  battaKoh  to  guard  the  road  from  the  fouth  of 
«hd  hilk  Vd  Jamaic^j  efid  to  wtteh  flie  motiort  of  the 
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>77^-  enemy  on  that  fide,  with  orders  to  keep  a  party  con- 
ftantly  reconnoitring  to  and  acrofs  the  Jamaica  road. 
The  fentinels  were  fo  placed  as  to  keep  a  continual 
communication  between  the  three  guards  on  the  three 
roads, 

Aug.      General  Howe  having  fully  fettled  a  plan  of  furprife, 

*  •  gen.  de  Heifter  with  his  Heflians  tak-es  poft  at  Flatbiilh 
in  the  evening,  and  compofes  the  centre.  About  nkie 
o'clock  the  fame  night,  the  principal  army,  containing 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  Britifh  forces,  under  the 
commands  of  generals  Clinton,  earl  Percy  and  lord 
Cornwallis,  march,  in  order  to  gain  the  road  leading 
round  the  eafterly  end  of  the  hills  to  Jamaica,  and  {o  to 
turn  the  left  of  the  Americans.  Col.  Miles,  whofe  duty 
it  is  to  guard  this  road,  fufFers  the  Britifh  to  march  not 
lefs  than  fix  miles  till  they  are  near  two  miles  in  the 
rear  of  the  guards,  before  he  difcovers  and  gives  notice 

*?•  of  their  approach.  Gen.  Clinton  arrives  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  road  about  two  hours  before  day  break,  halts 
and  fettles  his  difpofition  for  the  attack.  One  of  his 
patrols  falls  in  with  a  patrol  of  American  officers  on 
horfeback,  who  are  trepanned,  and  made  prifbncrs. 
Sullivan,  though  in  expeftation  that  they  will  bring  him 
intelligence,  neglefts  fending  out  a  frefh  patrol  on  finding 
himfelf  difappointed.  Clinton  learning  from  the  oncers, 
that  the  Americans  have  not  occupied  the  road,  detaches 
a  battalion  of  light  infantry  to  fecure  it ;  and  advancing 
with  his  corps  upon  the  firil  appearance  of  day,  poflfeffcs 
himfelf  of  the  heights  over  which  the  rOad  paflcs. 

General  Grant  with  tlie  left  wing  advances  along  the 
coafl  by  the  well  road,  near  the  Narrows.  About  mid- 
night, the  guard,  confifting » all  of- New  Yorkers  and 
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Pennfylvanians,  perceiving  that  there  is  danger  at  hand,  177^. 
flee  without  firmg  a  gun,  and  bring  to  gen.  Parfons, 
who  commands  them,  the  account  of  the  enemy's  ad- 
vancing in  great  numbers  by  that  road.  Grant's  move- 
ment is  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  Americans  from 
the  left,  where  the  main  attack  is  to  be  made  by  Clinton, 
Parfons  perceives  by  fair  day-light,  that  the  Britifh  are 
got  through  the  wood,  and  are  defcending  on  the  north 
fide.  He  takes  twenty  of  his  fugitive  guard,  being  all 
he  can  colleft,  and  pofts  them  on  a  height  in  front  of 
the  Britilh,  about  half  a  mile  diftant,  which  halts  their 
column,  and  gives  time  for  lord  Stirling  to  come  up 
with  his  forces,  amounting  to  about  1500,  who  poffefles 
Jiimfelf  of  a  hill  about  two  miles  from  camp. 

The  engagement  begins,  foon  after  day-break,  by  the 
Heflians  from  Flatbufh,  under  gen.  Heifter,  and  by  \ 
gen.  Grant  on  the  coaft  j  and  a  warm  cannonade  widi  a 
brilk  fire  of  fmall  arms,  is  eagerly  fupported  on  both 
fides  for  fomc  confiderable  time.  The  Americans  op- 
pofing  gen.  Heifter,  are  the  firft  who  are  apprized  of 
the  march  of  the  Britifti  troops  under  gen.  Clinton. 
They  accordingly  retreat  in  large  bodies,  and  in  tolerable 
order,  to  recover  their  camp  i  but  are  foon  intercepted 
by  the  right  wing  under  gen.  Clintons  who  having  halted 
and  rcfrefhed  his  forces  after  pafling  the  heights,  conti- 
nues his  march,  and  getting  into  the  rear  of  the  left  of 
the  Americans,  about  half  paft  eight  o'clock,  attacks 
them  with  his  light  infantry  and  light  dragoons,  while 
quitting  the  heights  to  return  to  their  lines.  They  are 
driven  back,  and  again  meet  the  Heflians.  Thus  they 
are  alternately  chaced  and  intercepted.  ^  In  thefe  defpe- 
f  ate  circumftances,  fome  of  their  regiments,  overpowered 
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ij'jS.  and  out-numbered  as  dicy  are,  force  their  way  to  C| 
through  all  the  dangers  with  which  tbjy  are  prfif 
The  Americans  under  lord  Stirling,  confiftipg  of 
Miles's  two  battalions,  col.  Atlee's,  col.  SmaUwpod's 
col.  Hatch's  regiments,  and  who  are  engaged  with 
Grant,  behave  with  great  bravery  and  refolutioni  ch^rg 
the  enemy  and  maintaining  their  pofts  from  about  1 
in. the  morning  till  two  in  the  afternoon  j  but  are  fo  ! 
in  their  knowledge  of  what  pafies  elfewhere,  that  thfir 
retreat  is  intercepted  by  fopae  of  the  Britifh  tpoops,  who, 
befid.e  turning  the  hills  and  the  American  left,  have  tra- 
verfed  the  whole  extent  of  country  in  their  rear,  ^  Sever^ 
break  through  the  enemy's  line,  and  get  into  U)e  wopfis. 
Gen.  Parfons,  with  a  fmall  party,  efcapes  hf  doing  it, 
Numbers  throw  themfelves  into  the  mar|h  at  Gow^r's 
Cove;  fome  are  drowned,  others  perifli  in  the  mudj  4 
confiderable.body  however,  efcapes  by  this  way  to  the 
lines.  The  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  variety  of  the 
ground,  occafion  a  continuance  and  extenfion  of  fri|al} 
engagements,  purfuits  and  flaughter,  which  lafl;  for 
many  hours  before  the  fcene  clofes. 

The  Britifli  troops  difplayed  great  valor  ^d  aftiyity 
on  this  occafion.  So  impetuous  was  their  ardor,  tjia|t  if 
was  with  difficulty  that  they  could  be  reftramed,  by  gen. 
Howe's  orders,  from  attacking  the  American  lines.  They 
>vould  probably  have  entered  them,  had  not  the  workiji 
been  completed  the  night  before  the  aftiqn,  by  cklfing 
an  opening  on  th6  right,  and  placing  an  abbatis  beforp 
it.  The  Americans  were  moft  completely  furprifed  fmd 
effectually  entrapped.  Col.  SmalIwood*s  M^ryl^iKl*  rcr 
giment  fuffered  extremely,  and  was  almoft  cut  to  pieces, 
^t-loft  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  men.  Thelois'was 
9  much 
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'779-  Gen.  Sullivan  was  too  inattentive  and  confident.  Though 
1  in  the  midft  of  royalifts,  he  fuffered  them  to  go  back- 
ward and  forward  juft  as  they  pleafed.  One  of  the 
American  chaplains  fearing  that  the  Britifti  would  make 
a  circuitous  march  and  take  to  the  Jamaica  road,  afked 
him  whether  he  had  guarded  that  pafs  fufficiently,  and 
-received  for  anfwer,  "  Yes  5  fo  that  an  angel  cannot 
force  it." 

It  may  be  thought  by  many,  that  if  gen.  Howe,  in- 
ftead  of  commencing  his  operations  on  Long  Ifland, 
had  run  up  the  North  RiveTy  and  landed  above  New 
;     Torky  he  would  either  have  compelled  gen.  Waftiington 
:     to  a  fudden  evacuation  of  the  city,   v/ith' the  lofs  of 
!     nearly  all  the  ftores  of  the  army  j    or  to  have  fought 
\     though  very  unequal  in  numbers  and   troops  j    or  to 
have  furrendered  for  want  of  provifions.     That  fiich  a 
movement  might  have  been  made,  wind  and  tide  fa- 
voring, without  any  particular  danger  of  a  failure,  had 
been-  eftabliflied  by  the  fafe  paffage  of  the  Phoenix  and 
Rofe  up  and  down  the  river. 

The  vidorious  army  encamped  in  the  front  of  the 
American  works  in  the  evenings  and  on  the  28th  at  night 
broke  ground  in  form  about  4  or  500  yards  diftant  from 
a  redoubt  which  covered  the  left  of  the  Anriericaps, 
The  fame  day  gen.  Miffiin  croffed  over  from  New  York 
with  1000  men;  at  night  he  made  an  offer  to  gen. 
Wajhington  of  going  the  rounds,  which  was  accented. 
He  obferved  the  approaches  of  the  enepriy,  and  the-for- 
Avardnefs  of  their  batteries  5  and  was  convinced  thatAjno 
jg"^'  time  was  to  be  loft.  The  next  morning  he  converfed 
with  the  general  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  faid,  "  You  mull 
fither  figbt,   or  retreat  immediately.      What  is  your 
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much  regretted  on  account  o£  their  being  young  mc^l  '^i^tk 
the  beft  families  in  the  country.    All  who  were  engaged     s: 
in  the  actions  of  the  day,,  did  not  di^lay  the  fame  (ipu» 
rage ;  nor  was  it  to  be  expected  from  fuch  raw  trqcfNk     * 
Many  cfcaped  from  the  want  of  difcipline;   for  fhcy 
broke  at  the  fight  of  danger,   and  igved  thecofo)^     "^ 
through  flight,  whereas  otherwife  they  wuft  have  been 
killed  or  taken.     Large  bodies  however  were  captilte^*    . 
Generals  Sullivan,  lord  Stirling,   and  UdcU,  bcfufc  3 
colonels,  4  lieutenant  colonels,  3  majors>  li  captain%  43 
lieutenants,  11  enligns,  an  adjutant,  3  fuigeons  aiid  8; 
volunteers,  were  made  prifoners,  together  with  1006 
privates,    in   all    1097.     As  ainong  v.the  j^iibocsrs  ^  the 
wounded  were  included,  an  aUowaoce  of  betwcsen  4i^|0 
500  for  killed,  drowned,  peiifhcd  in  the  woods,  the  sui^.  * 
and  the  like,  mufl:  be  reckoned  fulSdently  Urge.    C^fjif 
fix  brafe  ordnance  were  taken.    The  Ic^s  of  the  BrHj|&, 
in    killed    and    wounded,   did    not   exce^  3^8  i    of 
of  whom  only  6 1  were  (lain.    The  Hei&ans  had  a  mpk 
and  file  killed,  and  23  privates  and  3  officers  wounded. 

The  brilliant  fuccefs  of  the  operations  on  Long  Ifland     t 
may  fafcinate  the  judgment,  and  crown  the  head  of 
gen.  Howe  with  laurels:    but  there  are  fomc  fenfiblc 
American  officers,  who  judge,  that  by  aMnmencingthctn 
in  that  quarter,  he  completely  put  into  the  hands  of  ge©/ 
Wafhington,  the  only  chance  which  offered  for  the  de- 
fence of  New  York  j  and  that,  if  gen.  Greene  had  not  | 
been  prevented  by  ficknefe  from  continuing  in  command,  1 
all  the  pafTcs  or  roads  would  have  been  fo  fepured  and  ■ 
defended,  as  that  the,royal  army  in  attempting  or  gain^   '•' 
ing  them  would  have  been  &>  cripjded,  as  to  have  beca 
arrefted  with  regard  to  al|  future  fuQceliful  openttiipiuu   ; 
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'77^*  Gen.  Sullivan  was  too  inattentive  and  confident.  Though 
I  in  the  midft  of  royalifts,  he  fuffercd  them  to  go  back- 
ward and  forward  juft  as  they  pleafed.  One  of  the 
American  chaplains  fearing  that  the  Britifh  would  make 
a  circuitous  march  and  take  to  the  Jamaica  road,  aiked 
him  whether  he  had  guarded  that  pafs  fufficiently,  and 
received  for  anfwcr,  "  Yes  5  fo  that  an  angel  cannot 
force  it." 

It  may  be  thought  by  many,  that  if  gen.  Howe,  in- 
ftead  of  commencing  his  operations  on  Long  Ifland^ 
had  run  up  the  North  River,  and  landed  above  New 
Torky  he  would  either  have  compelled  gen.  Waftiington 
to  a  fudden  evacuation  of  the  city,  v;ith'  the  lofs  of 
nearly  all  the  ftores  of  the  army  j  or  to  have  fought 
though  very  unequal  in  numbers  and  troops ;  or  to 
have  furrendered  for  want  of  provifions.  That  flich  a 
movement  might  have  been  made,  wind  and  tide  fa- 
voring, without  any  particular  danger  of  a  failure,  had 
becnr  eftablifhed  by  the  fafe  paffage  of  the  Phoenix  and 
Rofe  up  and  down  the  river. 

The  vi6torious  army  encamped  in  the  front  of  the 
American  works  in  the  evening  5  and  on  the  28th  at  night 
broke  ground  in  form  about  4  or  500  yards  diftant  from 
a  redoubt  which  covered  the  left  of  the  Aniericans. 
The  fame  day  gen.  Mifflin  croffed  over  fi-om  New  York 
with  1000  men;  at  night  he  made  an  offer  to  gen, 
JVaJhington  of  going  the  rounds,  which  was  acccjjted. 
He  obferved  the  approaches  of  the  enepny,  and  thcfor- 
wardnefs  of  their  batteries  5  and  was  convinced  that:;jio 
,  "^'  time  was  to  be  loft.  The  next  morning  he  convcrled 
with  the  general  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  faid,  "  You  mufl 
either  figbt,   or  retreat  immediately.      What  is  your 
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flrength?'*  The  general  anfwercd,  «*  nine  thoufand/*  i77<: 
The  other  replied,  "  It  isiiot  fufficient,  we  muft  there- 
fore retreat."  They  were  both  agreed  as  to  the  caUnig 
of  a  council  of  war;  and  gen.  MifBin  was  to  propofea? 
retreat.  But  as  he  was  to  make  that  propofal,  HI  his 
own  charafter  (hould  foffer,  he  ftipulated,  that  if  a  re- 
treat Ihould  be  agreed  upon,  he  would  command,  the 
rear ;  and  if  an  aftion  the  van.  When  the  council  ^^^^ 
held,  thpfe  reafons  aniong  .others  were  mentioned  few 
removing  the  army  to  New  York,  viz.—"  The  heavy 
rains  which  have  fallen  two  days  and  nights,  witlr  but 
little  intermiflion,  have  injured  the  arms,  and  fpoiit^% 
great  part  of  the  ammunition 5  and  the  fbldiers,  being' 
without  cover  and  obliged  to  Kc  in  their  lines,  arc  vfom 
out." — "  From  the  time  the  enemy  moved  frotti  Flat-^ 
bufh,  feveral  large  ftiips  have  attempted  target  up,  aar 
fuppofed,  into  the  Eaft  River,  to  cut .  dtf'our  commu- 
nication, by  which  the  whole  army  liquid  be  deftroyed, 
but  the  wind  being  north-eaft,.-  tftey  have  not  been  afak 
to  effcft  it." — "  The  troc^  are  become  difpirited,  pf 
their  inceffant  duty  and  watching."  ,  It  "wad  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  quit.  Col.  Glover,  who  belonged  toJMar- 
blehead,  was  called  upon  with  the  i^ole  of  his  regiment 
fit  for  duty,  to  take  the' command  of  the  veflels  ariH 
flat-bottomed  boats.  Moft  of  the  men  were  formerly 
employed  in  the  fifhery,  and  fo  peculiarly  well  qualified  \fc. 
for  the  fervice.  The  colonel  went  over  himfelf  from 
New  York  to  give  dire6tions ;  and  about  feven  o'clock 
at  night,  officers  and  men  went  to  work .  with  a  (pirit 
and  refolution  peculiar  to  that  corps.  The  embarkation 
of  the  troops  was  committed  to  gen.  M*Dougall.  He 
was  upon  the  fpot  at  Brooklyne  ferry,  !»t  eight  o'clock^ 

the 
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i77^«  the  hour  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  this  unjiorv 
tant  movement.  To  his  great  mortification  he.  fouml 
the  militia  had  not  yet  embarked.  The  getting  them 
oyer  protrafted  the  time, till  between  ton  and  elevtn 
o'clock.  Mean  while,  about  nine,  the  tide  of  ebb  aiade 
and  the  wind  blew  ftrong  at  north-eaft,  which  adding  to 
the  rapidity  of  the  tide,  rendered  it  impoffible  to  eflfeft 
the  retreat,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  with  only  that 
number  of  row  boats  which  they  could  command ;  and 
the  (late  of  the  wind  and  tide  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
col.  Glover's  men  to  make  any  ufe  of  the  fail  boatSt 
Gen.  M^Dougall  fent  col.  Grayfon,  one  of  the  com'* 
mander  in  chief's  aids,  to  report  to  his  excellency  their 
embarrafled  fituation  >  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion^^  that 
the  retreat  was  imprafticable  that  night.  The  cok>nel 
returned  foon  after,  not  being  able  to  find  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  on  which  the  general  went  on  with  the 
embarkation  under  all  thefe  difcouragements.  But  about 
eleven  the  wind  died  away,  and  foon  after  fprung  up  at 
fouth-weft,  and  blew  frefh,  which  rendered  the  faU  boats 
of  ufe,  and  at  the  fame  idme  made  the  paffagc  from  the 
ifland  to  the  city,  direft,  eafy  and  expeditious.  Provi- 
j^  dence  further  intcrpofed  in  favor  of  the  retreating  army, 
3o*  by  fending  a  thick  fog  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, which  hung  over  Long  Ifland,  while  on  New  York 
fide  it  was  clear.  During  the  embarkation,  col.  Scam^ 
mell  was  fent  to  gen.  Mifflin  with  orders  for  a  particu« 
lar  regiment  to  march  down  to  the  ferry  j  the  cobnd 
miftook  the  orders,  and  infl:ead  of  a  regiment  \mder*r 
flood  the  whole  covering  party,  and  delivered  them  ac-r 
cordingly.  On  that  gen.  Mifflin  quitted  the  lines,  and 
came  down  to  the  place  of  embarJiatioHji  to  the  great 
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^bniibment  of  ,gen»  W^(bington,  wh©  with  A»pri^  w-^»7f» 
quired  iptp  the  r?afan  of  fugh  con^udt  The  miftakc 
being  cleared  up,  gen.  MifiUft  murncd  to  ikd  UoM,  after 
they  had  begn  abftn^pn«4  2ibo«f  th^e*  qwwers  of  an 
houri  without  its  being  4ifQ0v^r«4  by  d»  efl«niy,  be^ 
caufe  of  the  fpg.  Thp  fog  Mi4  wind  WMinyed  to  favor 
the  retreat,  till  the  who|«  ^my^  9909  i»  ll\«»b«'i  with 
all  the  fteld  artilfepy,  fMqh  heavy  orfff*P?e  99^  wai  of 
ipoft  value,  ammunition,  prQVJifiWi  cattlCi  hQrf^M  OHtH 
SiCc.  w^re  fafe  over.  Th§  w»ft|r  ww  fp  F«nr)«rkah}f 
fmpoth  as  to  admit  of  die  row  ^ts  ^^ing  lQa4e4  witbiA  .  .. 
a  few  inches  of  the  gunnel,  G^^.  Waihingtop,  tboufi^ 
Qften  untreated,  wQwid  not  J«ay«  th«  mand,  eU  Mifflin 
with  his  covering  party  left  the  Ur§I,  %t  p^bout  fix  o- dodu 
The  epemy  wer^  fQ  n^hi  *»t  they  wtr«  howti  it  work 
with  their  pickaxes  and  fcoyijls.  ;  In  abgyt  half  an  bwr 
after  the  lines  were  finally  abandQnodj  the  fc^  dfarcd 
off,  and  the  Britifh  were  feeo  taking  poSktlkm  of  die 
American  works.  Fo^r' boats  were  on  the  river,  three 
half  way  over,  full  of  troops  j  the  fourth,  within  reach 
of  the  eneniy's  fire  upcm  the  ihore,  was  compelled  to 
return  i  fhe  had  only  three  men  in  her,  who  tarried  he-i 
hind  to  plunder.  The  river  is  a  mile  or  more  acrofi  | 
and  yet  the  retreat  wa|  effected  In  leis  than  thirteen 
hours,  a  great  part  of  which  time  it  rained  hard. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  providential  fhifeing  of  the 
wind,  not  more  than  half  the  army  could  poflibly  have 
croffed,  and  the  remainder,  with  a  number  of  general 
officers,  and  all  the  heavy  ordnance  at  leail:,  mult  ine*  ^ 
vitably  have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hand.  Had  it  not 
been  alfo  for  that  heavenly  meffengor,  the  fog,  to  cover 
the  firft  defection  of  the  lines,  an^  thc  feveral  proc^ed^ 

ings 
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'77^«  ings  of  the  Americans  after  day-break,  they  muft  havt 
fuftained  confidefablc  loffes.  The  fogrcfembled  a  thick 
fmall  mift,  fo  that  you  could  fee  but  a  litde  way  before 
you.  It  was  very  unufual  alfo  to  have  a  fog  at  that 
time  of  the  year.  My  informer,  a  citizen  of  New 
York,  could  not  recolle£t  his  having  known  any  at  that 
feafon,  within  the  fpace  of  twenty  or  thirty  years. 

Governor's  Ifland,  on  which  were  two  regiments^  was 
evacuated  likewife  with  the  lofs  only  of  one  man*s  arm, 

g       by  a  cannon  (hot  from  the  fhips.  The  Americans  finifhed 

a.  the  removal  of  their  military  ftores  from  thence,  and 
took  every  thing  off  but  a  few  pieces  of  cannon,  not- 
withftanding  the  fliips  of  war  lay  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  fome  part  of  it  *.    • 

Since  the  affair  of  Long  Ifland,  endeavours  have 
been  ufed  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  by  puf- 
fing accounts  of  the  extraordinary  bravery  of  their  troops, 
and  the  deftruftion  they  made  of  the  ^nemy.  But  that 
matters  are  not  very  promifing  appears  from  a  letter 
of  gen.  Mercer,  who  commands  the  flying  camp,  dated 

4*  September  the  4th,  wherein  he  writes,  "  Gen.  Wafhing- 
ton  has  not  fo  far  as  I  have  feen  5000  men  to  be  de- 
pended on  for  the  fervice  of  a  campaign,  and  I  have  not 
1 000.  Both  our  armies  are  compofed  of  raw  militia,  per- 
petually fluftuating  between  the  camp  and  their  farms, 
poorly  armed,  and  ftill  worfe  difciplined.  Thefe  arc  not 
a  match  for,  were  their  numbers  equal  to,  veteran  troops, 
well  fitted  and  urged  on  by  able  officers.  Numbers 
and  difcipline  mufl:  prevail  at  laft.     Giving  foldiers,  pr 

*  The  particulars  of  the  retreat  are  taken  from  Dr.  Rodgep's  th^nkf- 
giving  ferxnon ;  from  col.  Glover's  letters ;  and  from  ;be  informatioxi 
of  perfons  who  were  prefent, 

•  eyco 
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even  the  lower  orders  of  mankind,  the  choice  of  officers,  i^^fc 
will  for  .ever  mar  the  difciplirie  of  armies.?  Th^  wretched 
choice  of  officers  in  the  Maflachufetts,  is  complained  of 
in  a  letter  of  this  purport  to  a  gentlenian  of  cjbatitate ;  - 
'^  I  can  account  for  the  fbange  military  appointments 
in  your  ftate^  on  no  other  principle,  thari  that  your  peo- 
ple mean  to  guard  againft  the  danger  of  an  army,  by 
making  it  contemptible.  Without  officers  we  (hall  never 
have  foldiers.  .  They  are  finking  the  ftatc  in. the  eyes  of 
the  whole  contineht.  At  the  end  of  a  campaign  we 
find  butchers,  bakers,  futders,  and  a  large  tribe  of  con- 
trafbors,  with  fortunes  made  at  the  pubHc  eicpence,  while 
a  young  officer  of  merit,  on  twenty-fix  dollars  a  month, 
is  a  beggar.  A  man  of  honor  and  ipirit;  cannot  herd 
with  company  unworthy  of  him s  yet  there  is  no  one- 
beneath  a  field  officer,  whofe  pay  gives  him  a  right  to 
company  above  a  IhoeJblack.  The  great  number  of  ^ 
fouthern  officers  now  in  York,  who  are  but  litde  ufed 
to  the  equality  which  prevails  in  New  England,  are  con- 
tinually refenting  the  littlenels  of  their  pay."  A  third 
gentleman  tells  a  meipber  of  congrefs— "  I  cannot  agree 
with  you  on  the  frequent  calling  out  of  the  milida^ 
They  are  uneafy,  rcftlefs  and  difcontcnted.  They  leave 
their  bufinefs  in  a  moft  perplexing  fituation,  ivhen  called 
out  fuddenly,  and  niuft  be  very  great  fufFerer$  in  their 
private  property.  Their  minds  are  always  at  home,  in  \ 
their  fhops,  or  on  their  farms.  This  renders  thcni  low  \ 
fpiritedi— a  dejeftion  fafl  feizes  them; — Gcknefs  and 
death  are  the  confequences.  The  only  purpofe  a  militia 
can  ferve,  under  prefent  regulations,  is,  on  fome  fud- 
den  invafion  to  afTemble  and  repel  the  enemy,  and  re* 
turn  to  their  bufinels  again/' 

The 
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#77(fc  The  account  will  Ihock  your  humahiiy  5  and  yat  jroa 
tnuft  be  told^  that  fince  the  conqueft  of  Long  liktid, 
the  American  captives,  in  ieveral  inilances^  were  tkd 
up  to  be  fired  at  by  the  royal  troops^  openly  tnd  with* 
inut  cenfofc  ♦. 

You  will  not  wiih  a  detention  of  thist  letter^  that  the 
intelligence  from  New  York  rtiay  be  brought  down  »  a 
later  period^  it  fhall  therefore  be  clofed  with  ah  ac-^ 
count  of  the  troops  to  die  northward^  ind  of  ibme  pro^ 
ceedings  in  the  Mal&chufetts. 

The  return  of  the  troops  ferving  in  Canida  tindef 
gen.  Sullivan  Was  7606.  When  gen.  Gates  flrft  jo^ined 
them,  the  fmaU  pox  raged ;  not  a  cannon  w^is  mount:* 
ed;  the  veflels  were  lumbered  with  ftores;  the  men 
were  difpiritcd  with  defeat  and  fatigue;  in  fhort^  the 
whole  was  a  fcene  variegated  with  every  difltreis  Md  dit 
July  appointment,  which  can  confpire  to  ruin  an  arniy.  Qetii 
"•  Sullivan  left  it  the  12th  of  July;  when  he  firft  joined 
it  in  Canada,  it  was  torn  to  pieces  by  ficknefs  ted  un- 
accountable occurrences;  its  prefent  fdcurity  i^  dkA]^t 
to  be  owing  to  him ;  and  therefore  the  field  officers  ad-. 
drefled  hifm,  when  leaving  them,  and  faid,  *^  Ir  is  t6 
you,  Sir,  the  public  are  indebted,  for  the  pfefervation 
of  their  property  in  Canada.  It  is  to  you  we  owe  oof 
fefcty  thus  far.  Your  humanity  will  call  forth  the  fifcm 
tear,  and  grateful  ejaculation  of  the  fick :  your  unlverfal 
impartiality  will  force  the  applaufc  of  the  wearied  f<rf- 
dier." 

*  See  M'Fingal,  a  modem  Epic  Poem  in  four  Cantos,  p.  $i* 
Printed  at  Hartford  in  Connedicut^  I782«  The  author  is  known  to 
be  Mr.  John  Trumbull«  the  American  Butler  for  wit  and  hnmon 
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With  the  loflfes  fiiftained  at  Qgcbcc,  Three  Rhrcrs*  »t7^ 
the  Cedars>  the  coniequent  t^treat  from  Canada^  toge<« 
ther  with  the  deaths  and  derertk)n3j  which  have  h^ 
pened  (ince  the  firil  of  Aprils  the  northern  army  has  been 
diminiihed  upward  of  5000,  exclufive  of  jooo  fick# 
Till  thefe  were  feparatcd,  and  fent  off  to  Fort  Geoi^, 
at  the  head  of  Lake  George>  where  the  general  hoipital 
has  been  eftablifhed,  the  camp  itfelf  had  the  appearance 
of  a  general  hofpital  rather  than  an  army.    The  fmdll-» 
pox  had  infedted  every  thing  belonging  to  it»  the  clothes, 
the  blankets,  the  air/ the  very  ground  the  nneif  walked 
on.    Gen.  Gates  exerted  all  his  powers  to  prevent  this 
peftilence  from  fixing  at  Skeenfboroughy  to  which  ptacc 
the  militia,  ordered  to  reinforce  hiiPi  "^ror  direfted  to 
repair.    The  army  is  not  now  at  Crown  Point,  for  a 
council  of  general  officers  unanimoufly  determined  to 
retire  from  thence,  and  take.poft  at  tht  ftrong  ground 
oppofite  to  the  eaft  point  of  Tyconderoga.    By  the  end 
of  the  month  affairs  began  to  wear  a  leis  gloomy  afped. 
The  fleet  upon  Lake  Champlain  increafed  rapidly.  The 
militia  began  to  come  to  Skeenfborou^  *On  the  6di  Aug. 
of  Auguft  the  general  was  joined  by  600  from  New 
Hampftiire  j  but  many,  both  officers  and  foldicrs,  were 
detained  on  their  march»  by  inoculating,  contrary  toi 
orders,  through  fear  of  beuig  infected  with  the  fmall-^ 
pox  in  the  natural  way.    While  the  army  was  in  Canada^r 
regularity  was  difpenfed  with,  or  negk£i:ed;   and  the 
ruin  of  affairs  there  was  afcribed  by  fome  members  of 
congrefs  to  the  want  of  regular  returns.*    Who  was  ge-» 
neral,  who  quarter-matter,  who  pay-matter,  who  com-^ 
miliary,  were  important  fecrets,  which  all  their  pene-f 
tration  was  never  able  to  difcover.    Gates  has  fentthem 

are- 
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1776.  a  return,  the  moft  fyftematical  they  have  fcen.  The 
utmoft  exertions  are  applied  in  building  galleys  and  gon- 
dolas, to  continue  a  naval  fuperiority  upon  the  lakcj 
whereby  to  prevent  Sir  Guy  Carletqn's  penetrating  into 
the  United  States  by  way  of  Ty.  The  poft  oppofite  to 
it  occupied  by  the  army,  has  been  called  Mount  Inde- 
pendence, fmce  the  declaration  of  independence  reached 
them  J  for  that  was  received  with  the  ufbal  applaufe. 

Scpt»  xhe  Maffachufctts  houfc  of  reprefentatives  have  in 
an  addrefs  to  congrefs  requefted,  that  they  would  form 

'♦•  a  confederation.  They  have  alfo  chofen  gen,  Lincoln 
to  command  the  niilitia  ordered  to  New  York.  An  at- 
tempt, which  is  now  making,  to  fix  by  an  aft  of  the 
general  court,  the  price  of  various  articles,  may  be  well 
intended  by  the  generality.  The  charafters  of  many^ 
who  are  for  the  meafure,  are  too  fair  to  admit  the  fuf- 
picion  of  a  bad  intention.  But  the  meafure  will  at 
length  prove  ineffeftual  for  the  good  meant  to  be  an- 
fwered  by  it,  and  be  produdlive  of  great  evil.  The 
moft  confcientious  and  patriotic  will  be  injured  s  while 
the  crafty  and  unprmcipled  make  their  advantage  of  it. 
Prices  of  provifion,  and  divers  other  articles,  like  watefj 
will  find  their  own  level  5  and  be  high  or  low,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  ftock  in  hand  and  the  demand  that 
there  is  for  them.  But  warm  theorifts  will  not  be  eafily 
convinced  by  any  other  arguments,  than  thofc  which  re- 
fult  from  experiments. 
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Roxhuryj  Bee.  20,  1776* 

THE  American  army  having  providentially  efcapeci  '77^^ 
from  Long  I(land>  gen.  Sullivan  was  immediately 
fent  upon  parole  with  a  verbal  meflkge  from  lord  Howe 
to  the  congrefsi  importing  that  though  he  could  not  at 
prefent  treat  with  them  in  that  charafter,  yet  he  was  very    f*  • 
defirous  of  having  a  conference  with  fome  of  the  mem*    I 
bers,  whom  he  would  confidcr  as  private  gentlemen.   ' 
He  informed  them>  that  he>  with  the  general^  had  full  , 
powers  to  compromife  the  dilpute  between  Great  Britain  ■ 
and  America  upon  terms  advantageous  to  both : — that  1 
he  wiftied  a  compaft  might  be  fettled  at  a  time,  when 
no  decifive  blow  was  ftruck,  and  neither  party  could 
fay,'  that  it  was  compelled  to  enter  into  fuch  agree-  | 
ment : — ^that  were  they  difpofed  to  treat,  many  things,  j 
which  they  had  not  yet  afkcd,  might  and  ought  to  be   i 
granted :— and  that,  if  upon  the  conference,  they  found    I 
any  probable  ground  of  an  accommodationj  the  autho-    ) 
rity  of  congrefs  would  be  afterward  acknowledged  to    ' 
render  the  treaty   complete.     The  general  arrived  atsept- 
congrefs  with  this  meflage  on  the  2d  of  September  j     ^' 
and  was  dcfired  to  reduce  it  to  wriring.     They  received 
a  letter  at  the  fame  time  from  gen,  Wafhington>  ac- 
quainting them  with  the   removal  of  the  army  from 
Long  I  (land.     On  the  5  th,  gen.  Sullivan  was  re(fbefted 
to  inform  lord.  Howe,  *'  that  congrefs  being  the  repre- 
VoLr  II,  Y  fentativea 
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I'j'jS.  fcntatives  of  the  free  and  independent  dates  of  Americay 
they  cannot  with  propriety  fend  any  of  their  nncmbers,  to 
confer  with  his  lordlhip  in  their  private  charafters,  but 
that  ever  ddifijus  of  eft4>liftiing..pc2ic:e  pl  rcafonable 
terms,  they  will  fend  a  committee  of  their  body  to  know 
whether  he  has  any  authority  to  treat  with  perfons  autho- 
rized by  congrefs  for  that  purpofe  in  behalf  of  America, 
;r.  '^-  and  what  that  authority  is,  and  to  hear  fuch  propcrfitioift 
Sept.  41s  hcfhall  think  fit  to  make  refpefting  the  fame.".    iShe 
next  day  they  cleded  by  ballot  for .  their  committee^ 
MelTrs.  Franklin,  John  Adams^  and  Edward  Rudedgeu 
1^,    JEight  days  after,  the  committee,  met  lord  liowe  rtpoH 
St^en  Ifknd,  oppofite  to  Arftboy,  where  hk  lordflup 
received  and  entertained  theni  with  the.  uenoft-pqlitCr 
jiefs^    The  committee  in  their  rtport,  fummed  up  the 
aocount  of  the  conference,  by .  mentioniog  that  it  di^ 
not  appear  to  them,  diat  hblordfhip's  commiffion  Con- 
tained any  other  authority  of  inntportance  than  was  coa- 
tained  in  the  %&  of  parliament ;  for  that  as  to  the  power 
of  inquiring  into  the  ftate  of  America,  which  his  lord- 
lhip tnentioned  to  them,  and  of  conferring  and^onfult- 
ing  with  any  perfons  the  commiffioners  might  think 
^proper,  and  reprefenting  the  refiik  to  the  miniflry,  they 
apprehended  anyexpeftation  from  the  cfFeftoffuch;j)owcr 
would  have  been  too  precarious  for  America  to  have  re- 
lied upon,  had  Ihe.  ftill' continued  in  her  ftttc  C|f  tiepen- 
dence.    Thus  the  hopes  of  negotiation  by  the  tommii^ 
fioners  ended.     The  friei>ds  to  independency  tejcnccd 
.that  it  was  brought  to  fo.  happy -a  concltifion.     They 
alnroft  trembled  kft  it  ftiould  prove  infnaring,  -and  ibnie- 
^thing  fhould  take  place  under  it,  which,  in  the  prcfeht 
^iftrefTed  circumllances  of  their  military  afi^)n>  ntiglit 
.      .  8  ./dcni6lilh 


xlcmolifti  the  fabric  they  were  ereftingp     It  fcrved  to,*'^'^ 
^ain  time  for  recoveriag  from  the  fhoclc  oceafioned  by 
the  loITes  fuftamed  on  Long  Ifland.     If  it  delayed  thp 
operations  of  gen.  Howe,  it  anfwcred  another  valuabl?    | 
purpofc  I    and  it  is  hard   othci'i^'ife  to  account  for  h^s 
^delay.     The  comtnitree  managed  with^reaJ:  dexterity^ 
^nd  nuintained  the  dignity  of  congrefe*     Their  fepty 
ments  and  language  becanne  their  charafter.     His  lordr- 
ilvp  was  explicitly  and  authoritatively  aflured,  that  nei- 
.ther  the  committee,  nor  die  congrels  which  fcnt  thciw, 
.had  authority  to  treat  in  any  other  capacity  ^than  ^  in^ 
dependent  fiates.     His  Iprdfiiip  had  *'  no  inftmctions  o|i 
that  fubjeft.**     The  Americans  muft  therefore  figh^t  ^t 
our,  and  truft  in  God  for  fucceii. 

General  WafhLngton's  fituationj  afrer  evacuating  Long 
Ifland,  was  truly  diftreffing*  Tlie  check,  which  the  de- 
tachment had  fuftainedj  difpirited  too  great  a  proportion 
of  the  troops,  and  filled  their  mindi  wiUi.apprehenGua 
•  and  deipair.  The  militia  were  diiinaycd^  intraftable, 
and  impatient  to  return.  Great  numbers  went  off,  by 
companies  at  a  time,  by  half  regiments,  and  in  ibrnie 
inftances  aloioll  by  whole  ones.  The  flying  camp  wa$ 
too  literally  fuclh  Whole  battalions  of  them  ran  oiF 
from  Powle's  (the  mode  of  fpclling  Paul's  two  hundred 
years  back  *)  Hook,  and  the  heights  of  Bergen,  upon 
the  firing  of  a  broad-fide  from  a  man  of  war,  when  no 
one  was  hurt  by  it.  An  entire  difregard  of  .tliat  ord^r 
and  fubordination  necefiary  to  t1>c  well  being  ,of  an 
army,  made  his  condition, ftill  more  alartnmg i  andoo- 

*  See  qucCQ  Elizabeth'*  Hiblc,  prtftted  157  :>  K>r  Jugg  in  Powk'i 
'  Church  Yar<I, 

ri 

Y  1  cafjoned 
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'^77^*  c'afioned  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  gerierality  of  tfief 
tfbops*.     The  number  of  men  fit  for  duty,  taking  in  the 
itikin  body  and  all  the  out-pofts,  was  for  fomedays  under 
!20,ooo :  but  the  militia,  too  contemptible  to  nfierit  the 
name  of  foldiers,  with  the  new  levies  alike  deJfpicable, 
xompofed  more  than  a  third  of  the  army.     The  militia 
did  inexpreflible  damuge,  by  telling  the  other  troops— 
•*  '^il  h  gone — the  regulars  muft  overcome,"     By  fuch 
language  the  men  became  more  and  more  dilheartened. 
What  is  faid  of  the  militia  is  not  peculiar  to  thofe  from 
"zt\y  one  ftatc  :  as  to  their  intraftablenefs,  and  difregard 
of  order  and  fubordination,  it  is  common  to  all  militia, 
and  muft  be  generally  expefted  j  for  men  who  have  beeh 
free,  and  never  fubjeft  to  reftraint  or  any  kind  of  con^ 
trol,  cannot,  in  a  day,  be  taught  the  neceffity,  or  be 
f^,  brought  to  fee  the  expediency  of  ftrift  difcipline.  Within 
:  nine  days  after  the  evacuatiotti  the  number  of  the  fick, 
by  the  returns,  formed  one  quarter  erf*  the  whole  army. 
'     Such  were  circumftances,  that  they  demanded  the 
greateft  harmony  poffible  among  the  troops ;  whereas  no 
fmall  stnimofity  prevailed  between  thofe  of  the  northern 
and  fouthern  ftates,  oceafioned  by  general  and  illiberal 
refleiflions  freely  dealt  out  at  head  quarters.     It  was  not 
countenanced  by  the  commander  in  chief;  but  the  ad- 
jutant general  afliduoufly  endeavoured  to  make  and  pro- 
'  mote  it ;  fo  that  his  excellency^^  in  order  to  rcmtdy  it 
in  fome  meafure,  appointed  David  Henley  elq;  deputy 
adjutant  general.     The  day  this  appointment  was  an- 
notmced  to  the  army  in  general  orders,  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, a  letter  was  A^xitten  to  a  member  of  congrefs, 
Wliich  fays,  **  The  infamous  defcrtioris,  the  (hamclefs 
ravages,   fcditious   fpeeches  and  mutinous  behaviour, 
S  which 
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•which  prevail  in  your  army;,  call  in  the  loudeft  language  '77^ 
for  areform.  The  militia  here  are  only  an  armed  rabble/, 
ajid  all  the  troops  are  widioiit  diicipline.  If  the  con- 
grefs  does  not  raile  an  army  for  three  years  or  during 
tlie  conteft,  all  the  bell  ofHcers  ^VJ^  quit  it.  HikI  w-p 
been  wife  to  engage  the  irjerij  at  fii-ftj  during  the  war,, 
we  Hiould  now  have  had  an  army  to  have  met  Britifli 
troops  on  an  equal  footing.  As  to  having  recourfe  to  a  i 
militia,  it  is  a  moft  wretched  fubterfuge,  experience  has^  [  . 
demonflrated  they  will  not  iland  tire.  They  will  rjoc  ■ - 
tight  from  home.  Men  muft  learn  to  fight  as  diey  learn  | 
any  thing  elfe.  We  have  an  exceeding  good  comman-  I 
der  in  chief,  who  is  not  wanting  in  inn-epidity,  nor  the 
trued  patriotjfm.  I  wilh  hiffi  more  able  counfcllors  and 
fpirited  afTiftantSp  Be  alfurcd.  Sir,  that  our  men  have, 
in  a  great  meafure,  loft  that  virtue  which  firfl  engaged 
tjiem  to  fight,  and  are  fuiking  into  an  army  of  mcxQCrr 
caries/' 

One  lieutenant  colonel  Zeidwitz  was  tried  for  writing 
a  letter  to  the  late  governor  Tryon,  v;herein  he  declared 
his  attachment  to  the  royal  ciiufe,  and  promifed  his  ikr^ 
vice  upon  certain  condidons  i  he  was  fcntenced  to  be 
cafliieredj  and  rendered  incapable  of  any  future  military 
Qomrnandp  This  ftrange  fcntcnce  was  owing  t;o  a  mi)itja 
brigadier  general,  and  others  of  a  fimilar  jut^gmcrnt, 
who  being  m^ rnbers  of  the  court,  faid,  'f  it  was  only  an 
attempt  tocorrefpondT*  and  fp  thp  fellow  efcaped* 

General  IVaJfnngtCfi  divided  his  army,  leaving  4J00 

in  the  city  of  New  2'ork,  and  pofting  650P  at  Haet^le}ny 

and  1:1,000  at  Kingflridga^,     On  the  hii!s  at>  or. in  the 

jieighbpurhood  of  tbefe  places,  forts  had  been  ereftcd*; 

.    J^  ^Colonel  Glover's  letter, 

1,         '  ^  ^  which 
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n7^  which  the  troops  garrifoned*  The  ftrorigeft  was  Fcrf 
Wajhingtcn^  nigh  Haerlem,  of  difficult  accefs,  artd  over- 
looking the  North  river,  the  paflage  of  which  it  was 
rtieant  to  fecure  by  the  aid  of  Fort  Lee,  oppofitc  to  it, 
dn  the  Jerfey  fide.  When  it  becatne  clear  to  the  gene- 
ral, that  the  enemy  meant  to  throw  their  whole  army 
between  part  pf  his  in  New  York  and  its  environss  and 
the  remainder  about  Kingfbridge,  he  removed  Ms  quar- 
ters^ to  col,  Roger  Morris's,  ten  miles  from  New  York, 

'  and  not  very  dift^nt  from  Fort  Walhingtbn,     The  day 
before  the  committee  of  congrefs  met  lord  Howe;  five 

.  ihips  of  war  were  lent  up  the  Eaft  river:  on  which  ft 
>^as  thought  neceflary  to  evacuate  the  city  as  faft  as 
poflible,  and  to  remove  the  fick,  the  ordnanct,  ftbrcj 
and  provifions,  CoL  Glover  was  employed  in  this  fcr^ 
vice  \  he  began  upon  it  about  nine  at  night.  By  lun 
rife  the  next  morning,  his  brigade  had  got  fiijic  over  to 
the  Jerfeys,  the  fick  in  and  about  the  city,  amounting 
tto  500,  On  the  Saturday,  he  was  ordered  to  have  riie 
tents  ftruck,  and  the  heavy  baggage  carried  down 
to  the  North  rjver  tOf  be  tranfppfted  up  in  boats,  while 
the  tents  and  light  baggage  were  carried  up  in  waggons. 
This  w^s  confipleted  gbout  nine  at  night,  when  an  alarm 
took  place  J  and  he  was  ordered  to  march  his  brigade  to 
Haerlem  to  join  gen,  M^Dougall,  leaving  the  whole 
baggage  of  two  regiment$  behind^  which  aferwand  fell 
into  the  enemy's  bands.  The  next  morning  they  marched 
to  Kmgfbridge,  The  poor  lads  had  jufl:  unfluRg  their 
packs,  when  tip  drives  an  cxprefs  with  an  account  that 
the  enemy  were  landing:  on  which  they  marched. back 
Vithout  any  kind  of  refrefliment>  joined  five  odicr  bri-;^ 
gades^  abput  7000^  and  forriied  on  Hslerlcm  plains. 
;.  -  •  '  General 
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General  Howe,  having  fully  prepared  for  a  defcent  '77?* 
on  New  York  Ifland,  embarked  a  ftrong  divifion  of  the 
army  under  the  command  of  gen,  Clinton  and  others, 
in  boats  at  the  head  of  Newtown  inlet  and  at  another 
place  higher  up,  where  they  coiild  not  be  obferved  by 
the  Americans  i  who  expefted  that  the  attack  wonld  be 
made  on  the  fide  next  to  the  Eaft  river,  and  had  there- 
fore thrown  up  works  and  lines  to  defend  themftlves*  Sept. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  gen.  Howi^  troops  landed,  under  '^* 
cover  of  the  five  {hips  of  war^  in  two  divifions,  between 
Kep's-bay  and  Turtle-bay,  the  HefTians  in  one  place 
and  the  Britilh  in  another.  As  foon  as  gen.  H'^ajhhigtch 
heard  the  Bring  of  the  men  of  war,  he  rode  with  all 
difpatch  toward  the  lines;  but  to  his  great  mortification, 
found  the  troops  pofted  in  them,  retreating  with  the  uc- 
moft  precipitation ;  and  thofe  ordered  to  fupport  them, 
Parfons's  and  Fellows's  brigades,  flying  in  every  direc* 
tion,  and  in  the  greateft  confufion.  His  attempts  to 
ftop  them  were  fruitlefs,  though  he  drew  his  fword  and 
threatened  to  run  them  throi:gh,  cocked  and  fnapped 
his  piftols.  On  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  part  of  the 
enemy,  not  more  than  fixty  or  feventy,  their  difordcr 
was  increafed,  and  they  ran  off  without  firing  a  finglc 
fhot,  and  left  the  general  in  a  hazardous  fituation^  fi 
that  his  attendants,  to  extricate  him  out  of  it^  caught 
the  bridle  of  his  horfe,  and  gave  him  a  different  dire£tioift 
Three  large  fliips  were  Rationed  in  the  North  rivef, 
oppofite  to  rhofe  in  the  Eaft  river  5  both  of  them  kept 
lip  a  conftant  cannonading  with  grape  fliot  and  langrage 
quite  acrofs  the  ifland.  The  HeUiaiis  upon  their  land^ 
ing,  feized  and  lecured  in  a  neighbouring  building  ai 
«ncmiesj  fome  perfons  who  had  been  placed  thereto 
•'  ^  ^^  Y  4  fervc 
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i77&iervc  as  guides,  which  for  a  while  fubjefted  them  to  a 
difficulty.  When  the  Britilh  were  completely  landed, 
they  marched  on  toward  the  Kinglbridge  road.  The 
American  brigades,  that  had  fled  upon  the  enemy's  ap- 
proaching the  lines,  flopped  not  till  met  by  col.  Glover's 
and  the  five  other  brigades,  who  were  haflening  down  to 
them.  Upon  the  junction,  the  whole  marched  forward 
and  took  pofl  on  fome  heights,  when  all  at  once,  about 
iooo  of  the  enemy  as  was  thought,  hove  in  fight  on"  tiie 
next  height  and  halted.  Gen.  Wafhington  at  firil  con- 
.  fented  to  his  troops  marching  forward  to  give  them  bat- 
tle ;  but  on  a  fecond  confideration,  counter-ordered,  as 
he  coiild  not  have  any  dependence  on  the  militia  and 
the  flying  camp,  which  compofed  half  the  number  then 
prefent.  When  the  Americans  were  withdrawn,  and  no 
profpect  of  aftion  remained,  the  Bridfh  generals  re- 
paired to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Robert  Murray,  a  gendeman 
■■  of  the  quaker  perfuafion.  The  lady  of  the  houfe  being 
at  home,  entertained  them  mofl  civilly,  with  what  ferved 
for,  or  wa^  cakes  and  wifie.  They  were  well  pleafed 
with  the  entertainment,  and  tarried  there  near  upon  two 
hours  or  morej  gov.  Tryon  feafoning  the  repaft,  at 
limes,  by  joking  Mrs.  Murray  about  her  Ameriqan 
friends,  for  fhe  was  known  to  be  a  fteady  advocate  for 
the  liberties  of  the  country.  Meanwhile,  the  Heflians 
jind  the  Britifh,  except  a  flrong  corps  which  marched 
down  the  road  to  take  pofTefTion  of  the  city,  remained 
upon  their  arms  inaftive ;  which  gave  gen.  Putnam  die 
opportunity  of  efcaping  widi  about  3500  men,  including 
the  guard^,  who  had  been  left  to  fhift  for  thcmfclvcs, 
when  col.  Glover  had  been  ordered  away  fix)m  New 
^orkf    The  general,  ip  pr^fr  tQ  efcapc  any  tropps  tbaf 
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might  be  advancing  upon  the  direct  road  to  ihe  city^  O?^* 

betook  himielf  to  that  which  lies  along  fide  the  North 
river,  and  marched  to  the  end,  where  it  turns  off  Ihort 
to. the  right,  and  leads  on  to  another  and  narrower,  that 
goes  to  Blooming-dale.  By  this  laft  road,  he  avoided 
every  dangerous  approach  to  the  enemy,  and  retreated 
with  fafcty.  But  nodiing  could  have  been  eafier  dian  to 
have  prevented  his  getting  into  it.  A  good  body  of 
troops,  with  a  couple  of  field  pieces^  in  about  twenty 
minutes  or  lefsj  could  have  taken  fuch  a  pofition  as 
would  neceflTarily  have  cut  off  Putnam's  retreat.  CoL 
Grayfon  has  repeatedly  faid>  fpeaking  humoroufly, 
^'  Mrs,  Murray  laved  the  American  army,"  On  the  1 
day  that  gen,  Howe's  forces  landed  and  tiie  following 
*6ne,  they  made  prifoners  3 54 privates  and  17  officers*. 
Many  think  the  general  was  greatly  miftaken  in  land- 
ing on  the  iflind  inilead  of  throwing  his  army  around  it 
above  KinglbridgCj  and  thereby  hemming  in  the  whole 
body  of  the  Americans  at  once.  Such  a  manoeuvre  they 
view  as  having  been  within  the  compafs  of  eafy  prac^ 
tice,  confiderjng  what  a  naval  and  military  apparatus  he 
bad  at  his  fervice. 

On  the  Monday  there  was  a  tolerable  fkirmilh  be- Sept* 
tween  two  battalions  of  light  infantry  and  higlilanders,  ^^  ' 
and  three  companies  of  Heffian  riflemen  commajided  by 
brigadier  Lefiie,  and  detachments  from  the  American 
army  under  the  command  of  lieu:.  coL  Knolton  of  Con- 
nefticut,  and  major  Leitch  of  Virginia,  The  colonel 
received  a  mortal  wound,  and  the  major  three  balls 
through  his  body^  but  is  likely  to  do  well.  Ti^eir  par- 
ties behaved  with  great  bravery,  and  being  fupplied  witl^ 

♦  Ttcbo?rti  of  war, 

'^  ficlh 
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af77*-  frcfh  troops,  beat  the  enemy  fairly  from  the  ffel*.  The 
lofs  of  the  Americans,  except  in  col.  Knolton;  a  moflr 
valuable  and  gallant  officer,  was  inconfidcrable;  that  of 
i  the  enemy  between  80  and  100  wounded,  znd  Tg  orao 
kilkd.  This  little  advantage  infpirited  the  Amcricaiw 
prodigioufly.  They  found  it  required  only  refblution  and 
good  officers  to  make  an  enemy,  they  Iteod  toa  mirch 
in  dread  of,  give  way  ♦•  The  men  will  fight  if  led  on 
by  good  officers,  and  as  certainly  run  away  if  command- 
ed by  fcoundrels.  Sunday  was  an  mftance  of  riic  laft, 
and  the  next  day  a  confirmation  of  the  firft  aflertion. 
On  Sunday,  the  officers,  inftead  of  heading  and  leading 
the  men  on  to  attack  the  enemy  when  landing,  were 
the  firft  to  fcamper  off. 

Sgp^^  *  A  few  days  after  the  Britifti  had  poflefTed  thcmftJv«s  of 
^i-  Nev;  Torky  z,  moft  terrible  fire  happened.  A  thoujfand 
houfes,  near  one  fourth  of  the  city,  were  laid  in  afhes; 
1* rinity  church,  the  public  charity  fchool,  the  reftor's 
houfe,  and  a  Lutheran  chapel  were  among  the  build*^ 
ings  which  were  confumed.  The  lofs  fuftained  in-  houfes 
&c.  by  the  corporation  of  Trinity  church,  is  thought, 
upon  a  moderate  computation,  to  be  more  than  15,606!; 
fterling.  The  fire  broke  out  at  a  dram  fhop,  cldfe  in 
with  the  waterfide,  on  Whitehall  flip,  about  one  o'clock 
^n  the  morning.  The  reports  fpread  of  its  breaking 
out  in  feveral  places. at  the  fame  time,  were  erroneous. 
Every  thing  was  very  dry,  and  a  brifk  fouthcrly  wind 
blew.  The  flames  foon  caught  the  neighbouring  houfesj 
Ipread,  raged  with  inconceivable  violence,  and  made 
all  the  fubfequent  havock.  There  were  few  cirixcnsiri 
lEown;   and  the  fire   engines  and  pumps  were  our -of 

*  General  Waftiington'e  letter  to  gen.  Gates, 

order* 
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order*  Two  regiments  went  immediately  to  the  place,  ^77^* 
and  many  boats  full  of  men  were  fcnt  from  the  fleet ; 
to  thefe  under  Providence  it  was  owifig,  that  the  whole  . 
city  was  not  reduced  to  afhes.  A  gentleman  *  who  was 
at  Bergen  (oppofire  the  Jpot  where  the  fire  firft  broke 
out)  faw  it  foon  afcer  it  began,  observed  Its  progrcft, 
find  is  perfuiided  that  it  was  not  ptirpofely  kindled^  but 
was  merely  accidental  f>  and  the  probable  confequence 
of  the  farilors  having  been  fuRered  to  go  on  fliore  thtf 
day  before  to  regale  and  frolic.  The  drynefe  of  the 
materials,  the  briik  Ibuthcrly  wind,  and  the  covering  of 
t^ie  houfcs,  fhinglrs  inftead  of  flare  or  tiles,  eafily  ac- 
count for  its  Ipreading,  without  calling  in  the  aid  of  in- 
cendiaries, 

A  brigadier  writes  concerning  the  aninTofity  in  the 
American  army  above  noticed — "  It  has  already  rifen 
to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  Pennfylv^nia  and  New  Eng- 
land  troops  would  as  foon  fight  each  other  as  the  ene- 
my. Officers  of  all  ranks  are  indifcriminately  treated  in 
d  moft  contemptible  manner^  and  whole  colonics  tra-  , 
duced  and  vilified  as  cheats^  knaves,  cowards,  poltroons, 
hypocrites,  and  every  term  of  reproach,  for  no  other 
reafonj  but  becaufe  they  are  fituated  caft  of  New  York* 
Every  honor  is  paid  to  the  merit  of  gOod  men  from  the 
Ibuth ;  the  merits  if  fuch  be  pofTible,  from  the  north  il 
not  acknowledged ;  but  if  too  apparent  to  be  blafted 
with  falfhoodj  is  carefully  buried  m  oblivion.  The 
cowardice  or  mifbehaviour  of  the  Jbuth  is  carefully  co* 
vered  over,  the  leaft  mifconduft  in  the  gentlemen  of* 

*  Mr,  Griffitbs  of  New  Yoik.  f  The  fimc  uiis  ccJtlfilrmftl 

fQ  mf^  by  otlter  gcntkmcnt  while  at  New  Vor^^  Auguft  1 7^5* 

4I  *  U  the 
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1776/ the  north  is  publilhcd  with  large  comments  and  aggra^ 
vations." 

.   Congrefs  have  at  length  adopted  a  new  code  for  the 

;  government  of  the  army.    .  It  was  become  abfolutely  nc- 

.'  ceff^.     *^  No  laws  Cjan  be  too  fevere  for  the  govern- 

"1  mcnt  of  men  who  live  by  the  fword,  and  who  have  thi^ 

j    only  reply  for  tlieir  ravages-wj^w/V  negat  arma  t^enti?-^ 

\  This  was  the  language  of  a  gendeman,  whofe  con- 
cern in  the  army  gave  him  the  beft  opportunity  of 
procuring  certain  information  j  and  who  faid  further  to 
a  member  of  congrefs — "  Abfolute  tjrranny  is  eiiential 
to  the  government  of  an  army,  and  every  man  whp 
parries   arms,    from  the  general  officer  to  the  private 

\  fentinel,  muft  be  content  to  be  a  temporary,  flave,  if 
fc^  would  ferve  his  country  as  a  foldier.  Almoft  every 
villainy  and  rafcality  that  can  difgrace  thjp  man,  the  fol- 
dier or  the  citizen,  is  daily  praftife^  without  meeting 
the  punifhment  they  merit.  So  many  of  our  officers 
want  honor,  and  fo  many  of  our  foldiers  want  virtue, 
civil,  focial,  and  military,  that  nothing  but  the  fevereft 
punilbments  will  keep  both  from  pradices  whi9h  ijiyft 
ruin  us.  The  infamous  and  cruel  ravages,  which  have 
been  made  on  the  wretched  diftrefled  inhabitants  of  this 
unfortunate  ifland  (New  York)  by  many  of  our  foldiers, 
rnuft  difgrac?  and  expofe  our  army  to  deteftation.  I 
Ijave  heard  fome  tales  of  woe,  occafioned  by  the  rob- 
beries of  our  army,  which  would  extort  fighs  froni  ^c 
hearts  of  tygers.  Our  men  are  at  prefent/)n}y  robbers  5 
that  they  will  foon  be  murderers  unlefs  ffimd  arc  hang- 
ed, I  have  little  doubt."  The  difficulty  Which  the  army 
has  been  under,  from  the  want  of  ahiiofl:  every  .neceT-* 
iary,  tents;  can^p-kettles^  blankets  and  clothes  og-everyr 
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kind,  may  have  contributed  toward  the  caufc  of  thefc'^lT^ 
coinplaints.  Unlefs  the  men  can  get  fuppllcd  in  a  re- 
gular way,  they  will  be  inchncd,  notft^ithftanding  the 
moft'  pofitive  general  orders  to  the  contrary,  to  help 
themfelvcs,  however  irregularly;  and  when  once  they 
begin  to  trcfpafs  from  neccfTity,  they  are  tempted  to 
proceed  for  convenience  or  pleafurc. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  timCj  an  officer  high  in  rank  and  Sept- 
much  efteemed,  communicated  his  thoughts  in  thcfe  ^+' 
words  i-^*^  We  are  now  upon  the  eve  of  another  diflo- 
lurion  of  the  army-  Unlefs  fome  Ipeedy  and  effectual 
mcafures  are  adopted  by  congrcfs,  oi^r  daufewillbe  lofV. 
The  few  who  z£i  \ipon  principles  of  difintereftedneis 
arCj  comparatively  fpeakingj  no  more  than  a  drop  in 
the  ocean.  As  the  war  muft  be  carried  on  fyftemati- 
cally,  you  muft  eftablilh  your  army  upon  a  permanent 
footing,  and  give  your  officers  good  pay,  that  they  may 
be,  and  fupport  the  character  of  gentlemen,  and  not  be 
driven,  by  a  fcanty  allowance,  to  the  low  and  dirty  arts, 
which  many  of  them  praftife,  to  filch  the  public  of 
more  than  the  difference  of  pay  would  amount  to,  Tiie 
men  muft  be  engaged  by  a  good  bounty  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war.  To  depend  upoji  militia  is  afluredly 
refting  on  a  broken  ftaffi  They  cannot  brook  fubor- 
dination.  It  would  be  cheaper  to  keep  fifty  or  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  in  conftant  pay,  tlian  depend  upon  half 
the  number,  and  fupply  the  other  half  occafionally  by 
militia.  If  I  was  to  declare  upon  oathj  whether  the 
militia  have  been  moft  ftrviceable  or  hurtful  upon  die 
whole,  I  fhould  fubfcribc  to  the  latter.  No  man,  who 
regards  order,  regularity  and  ccconomy,  or  who  has 
any  regard  for    his  own  honor,    character  or  peace  of 

mind. 
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^TT^'orand,  will  rifle  them  upon  miliri^."  While  ttie  A"^ 
rican  caufc  is  thus  cscpofcd,  fomc  gentlemen  obfenrc  wiiji 
Sept.  pkafure  of  Ac  enemy,  that—"  Though  thcjr  ^t  iM-awc 
and  furnifhed  ynth  all  matters,  yet  from  fomc  Oiufi^ 
^they  difcQvcr  rery  little  of  the  .^at  or-v^  indusir  4^ 
iigns  and  executions/' 

It  is  not  (Irange,  that  there  isa  numbers-bad  offii^Bf^ 
in  the  continental  fervice,  •  when  you  ooafidcr  tbitt  .many 
were  cliofen  by  their  own  men,  who  elcilcd  tiytm,  jiet 
irom  a  regard  to  merit  or  any  k>y^  of  difctpli^e>  -biit 
from  the  knowledge  they  had  of  their -being  Ma4y  tp 
affociate  with  them  on  the  foot  of  equality.  It  was  ^ijie 
cafe  in  divers  inftances,  that,  when  a  company  was  fociQ* 
ing,  the  men  would  choofe  thofe  for  officers  who  coch 
fented  to  throw  their  pay  into  a  joint-ftock  with  the  fW- 
•  vates,  from  which,  captains,  lieutenants,  enfig^s^  fer- 
geants,  corporals,  with  drummers  and  private  drew 
equal  fliares.  Can  it  then  be  wondencd  at,  'bowev<(r 
mortifymg  it  may  prove,  that  a  captain  Ihould  be  tried 
and  broken  for  ftealing  his  ibldiers  bknkets,  or  fhtf: 
another  officer  fhould  be  found  (having  his  men  in  the 
^face  of  diftinguifhed  charafters  !  Tin^  muft  and  will 
clear  the  army  of  thefe  defpicable  commiflion-Hjcarerfi. 

Too  many  of  the  regimental  furgeons  have  noade  a 

praftice  of  felling  recommendations  to  furlotghs  and 

difcharges  at  a  lefs  fum  than  a  (hilling  ^  man,     Onl^ 

one  of  the  number  fuppofed  to  merit  the  lame  diftipQ- 

tion,  was  drummed  out  of  the  army,  for  fuch  a  ican- 

•dalous  condud.     Had  all  who  deferved  it,  met  the  ISk 

:reward,  a  good  .reform  would  have  been  .n;^ade:  :digt 

one  is  too  pitiful  a  fubjeft,  to  have  his  name-rec<^rdfid. 

;Hc  charged  .each  man  fixpence  .fterling,  ^and  any-,oi)p 

was 
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■WAS  welcome  to  a  certificate  for  diat  fum.  Several  of  177^* 
the  regimental  furgeons  had  no  profcfTioaal  abilities  ^ 
had  never  feen  an  operation  of  furgery  ;  were  unlettered 
■and  ignorant  to  a  degree  fcarcely  to  be  imagined*  Others 
were  amazingly  defkient  in  the  article  of  profcflional  ap- 
-paratus-  From  one  general  return  of  fifteen  reginientSj 
^t  appeared  that  for  fifteen  furgeons  and  as  many  mates, 
all  the  inftruments  (which  were  reported  to  be  private 
■property)  amounted  only  to  fix  fets  of  amputating-^ 
two  of  tiTpanning— fifteen  cafes  of  pocket  inftruments 
— feventy^five  crooked^  and  fix  ftraight  needles — four 
incifion  knives  for  dilating  wounds,  or  other  purpofes-^ 
-and  tliree  pair  of  forceps  for  extrafting  bullets, 
.  .  Since  the  evacuation  of  New  York,  the  fick  have  fuf- 
fereJ  very  much  for  want  of  neceflariesj  and  have  been 
4n  a  uiilcrable  iicuation  3  but  it  appears  to  have  been 
iowing  greatly  to  untoward  circumftances,  hurry,  confu^ 
fion,  and  an  a^^tual  want  of  die  requifites  for  afSbrding 
relief-  The  fick  have  amounted  to  many  thoufands, 
including  what  have  been  at  different  places;  and  many 
hundreds,  if  not  fome  thoufands^  have  been  fwept  off 
by  various  difeafes.  Much  cenfnre  has  been  call  upon 
:Dr,  Morgan,  director  general  of  the  hofpital,  for  xhc 

■  fuiferings  which  die  lick  have  endured,  more  than  is 
due,  as  apprehended.  The  army  ought  to' have  been 
early  provided  widi  medicines,    infti'uments,  and   ban-  ^, 

:  dages,  by  a  connnental  druggift,  or  chofen  committee,   .** 

■  before  the  campaign  began,  inftead  of  having  them  to 
^procure  aftci-ward :  and  the  militia  which  came  late  to 
-the  field,  flioiild  have  been  providtrd  by  the  different 

ftates,  before  they  joined  the  army, 

An 


356  rut     HISTORVOF      THE 

1776.  An  lanfuccefsful  attempt  was  maHe  on  the  Britiih  out- 
poll  on  Montrefor  Ifland.  A  large  party  of  Americans, 
in  five  flat-bottomed  boats,  under  the  command  pf  col. 
Jackfon,  went  down  Haerlem  river  to  attack  it,  a  litdc 
after  four  in  the  morning.  They  had  two  pieces  of 
cannon  with  them :  the  poft  was  guarded  by  about  eighty 
•men.  The  Brune  frigate  being  at  anchor  near  the  ifland, 
fired  at  the  boats  in  the  dark,  and  funk  one  of  them. 
The  colonel  landed,  and  a  fkirmifh  enfued ;  but  feveral 
of  the  officers  and  men  behaved  moft  fcandaloufly  j  in- 
ftead  of  fupporting  him  they  puflied  off,  fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat.  He  was  himfelf  wounded,  and  left 
two  and  twenty  wounded  behind.  Major  Thomas  Hen- 
ley, brother  to  the  deputy  adjutant  general,  an  intrepid 
officer,  was  killed. 

General  Howe  had  at  length  ripened  his  plan  for  cut- 
ting off  gen.  tVaJhington's  communication  with  the  caftem 
ftates,  and  enclofing  him  on  all  fides  in  his  faftnefles  on 
the  north  end  of  New  York  Ifland ;  which  ought  to 
have  been  executed  a  month  back,  by  a  bold  and  un- 
cxpedted  removal  of  the  troops  from  Long  Ifland  in  the 
firfl:  inflance,  to  Rochelle  or  the  neighbourhood. 

The  greater  part  of  the  army,  being  embarked  in 
flat  boats  and  other  fmall  craft,  pafled  through  Hell- 
gate,  a  paflfage  terrible  in  name,  but  no  ways  dangerous 
-.-  at  the  proper  time  of  tide;  entered,  the  Sound,  and 
12.  .  landed  early  in  the  morning  on  Frog's  Necky  in  Wefl: 
Cheller  county,  belonging  to  New  York,  upon  the  fide 
of  Conne6ticut.  Gen.  Wafliington*s  army,  fit  for  duty, 
prefent  and  on  command  at  different  pofls,  militia; in- 
cluded, was  about  19,000.  Officers  and  men  were:  in 
expedation  of  adive  fervice.      The  former  were  out 

frc- 
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frequendy   in  reconnoitring  parties ;    the  Isaxr  Trat:^77f» 
looking  out  for  the  arrival  of  goi*^  Lee>  on  hit  wayto  ' ; 
the  camp.    The  Americans  had  no  intention  of  ffoib^      ^ 
ting  then-  ground  upon  the  ifland  apd  the  neig^bouiv 
hood  of  Kingfbridge^  but  a  number  of  regin^cnts  weie 
fent  forward  to  counteract  the  operations  of  the  cnenijL 
When  the  royal  larmy  was  landed,  t^ie  generals-finind 
they  could  not  get  upon  the  continent,  by  reaion  of  tbb 
caufeway's  being  broken  down,   and  of  works  being 
erefted  to  oppofe  them.    Sfac  days  were  fpent  here  10 
litde  purpofe,  while  a  dozen  other  places  were  opeq^  ' 
where  the  troops  might  have  landed  with  icarce  any  or 
no  oppofition,   or  difficulty  attending  them*    On  thfe 
laft  of  thefe  days  the  fecond  divifion  of  foreign  merce^ 
narics  arrived  at  New  York.     The  fleet  confiflsed  of 
fevcnty-two  fail,  having  on  board  4000  Heffians,  looo 
Waldeckers,  two  companies  of  chaflcurs  or  rificinci% 
aoo  Englifli  recruits,  and  aooo  baggage. horfcs. :  The  - 
horfe-tranfports  were  heavy  failing  Dutchmen*    They. 
left  St.  Helen's  the  28t|i  of  June^  were  obliged  to  put 
into  Plymouth  the  7th  q£  July,  and  failed  from  thence 
the  19th.  r/  1. 

General  Lee  arrived  in  the  American  camp  two  dayf  14* 
after  gen.  Howe's  landing.    The  troops. were  migjttily 
elated  with  his  prefence,  and  felt  themielvetihtmger  bjr 
1000  men  upon  the  occafion;  for  tlnryhfld  great  confi- 
dence in  his  abilities,   arid  expected  niuch^fitjni  feim^*  i 
becaufe  of  the  fuccefs  which  had  attended  him  at  Ciiarlef-f  • 
town.     The  general  found  that  there'was  a  prevailing^. , 
inclination  among  the  chief  officers  for  remaining  on  the  : 
ifland.     He  ftrongly  urged  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  rc^i 
moving  toward  Eaft  and  Weft^Chtciler.    Gen*  Wafb^. 
Vol.  II.  Z  ingcoa 


•ly.^.ington  caDed  a  council  of  war.    Lee  afkcd  what  they 
^p  un?ant  by  entertaining,  a  thought  of  holding  their  pofi- 
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-tion>  while.thcjcnemy  had  the  comniand  of  the  water  on 

;  -^ach  C\4c  of  them,  -and  were  fo  ftrong  both  in  their  front 

\  cand  rear  5  and  when  there  was  9.  bridge  before  them, 

^jver: which  they  muft  pafs  to  efcape  being  wholly  en- 

iclofed.    He  foon  convinced  them,  how  much  they  had 

:hcen  miftaken.  ,  All  agreed  that  the  bulk  of  the  army 

Ihould  quit  the  ifland.     He  was  alfo  for  withdrawing'^ 

.thagarrifon  from  Fort  Wafhington.     Gen.  Greene  Was 

^lerwife  minded,  .and  argued,,  that  die  pofTeffing  of 

that  poft  wouldi  divert  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  and 

Jceep  them  from- joining  the  troops  under  gen*  Howe. 

-The  latter  had  left  earl  Perx:y,  with  two  brigades  of  Britifh 

troops,  and  one  of  Heflian,  about  5000  men,  ;in  lines 

<ncar  Haerlem,  to  cover  New  York  from  the  infults  of 

jthe  garrifon.     Greene  further  urged  the  advantage  it 

5vould  be  of  in  covering,  widi  Fort  Lee,  the  tranlpor- 

tation  of  provifion  and  other  articles  up  the  North  River 

for  the  fcrvice  of  the  American  troops.     He  ftated  alfo 

that  the  garrifon  could  be  brought .  off  at  any  time  by 

boats  from  the  Jerfey  fide  of  the  river.     It  was  concluded 

that  the  poffeffion  of  Fort  Wafhington,.  and  the  lines 

annexed  to  it,  fhould  be  continued  ^  and  more  dian 

aooo  men  were  affigned  to  this  fcrvice. 

.   General  Howe>  on  die  -other,  hand,  while. at  Frog's 

Neck,  received  provifions,  ftorqs,,  and  a  reinforcement 5 

18-    then    reimbarked  feveral  •  corps,   paffed  round  Frog's 

Neck,  landed  at  the  mouth  of  Hutchinfon's  river,  and 

fecured  a  paffage  for  the  main  body ;  which  croiied  at 

the.  feme  place,  advanced  immediately,   and  lay  that 

jiight.up.on  their  arms  with  their  right  near. Rochdlc, 

.  Qa 
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On  their  march  to  this  jground,  thqr  were  annoyed  hf  >3[T^ 
a  regiment  or  two  of  American,  aifd  onef  of  ^e  riAe         • 
battalions,  whom  gen.  Lcfe  pdfted'  bdiind  tt  waH  and  ifei 
creted  for  that  purpofe.     Their  advanced  ^artf*^'Wak  re- 
pulfed  twice  >  and  the  Americans  did  not  leave  die  wdl> 
till  the  enemy  advanced  a  third  dmci  in  foIttl*<ohjfl)n«^ 
when  they  gave  them  fevcral  fires,  ^d* then-  retreated  .:  : 
by  gen.  Lee's  order.     The  Bridih  arethought  to  have 
loft  a  confiderable  number.     The  Amcricanihad  a  few 
killed  and  about  60  wounded«  'On  the  >2ift  the  righif 
and  centre  of  the  army  moved  two  rtiifcj^iO'Ac  north- 
ward of  Rochelle,  on  the  road  to  liit  WhUe  Plains^ 
Lieut,  col.  Rogers,  with  his  corps  of  rangers,  was-  dc^    . 
tached  to  poflefe  Marrineck,  where  the*  carekflBwfr  of 
his  fentries  expofed  hhn  to  a  iiirprife,  by  which  lie  llrf^ 
fered.      Gen  Howe  was  joined  by  gen.  Knyphau&n^'aa^ 
with  the  feconddivifion  of.Hcffiansi  and  the  M^mmt 
of  Waldeckers.  ' : 

General  Wafliington,  while  moving  the  army  from 
York  I  (land  into  the  country,  was  caiefijl  to  niarch  and 
form  the  troops,  fo  as  to  make  a  front  toward  the  ene- 
my, from  Eaft  Chefter  almoft  to  White  Plain^  onr  thi 
eaft  fide  of  the  highway,  thereby  to  fecurc  the  march 
of  thofe  who  were  behind  on  their  right,  and  to  defend 
the  removal  of  the  fick,  the  cannon,  ftores,  &c.  Thus 
they  made  a  line  of  Imall,  detached,  and  intrenched 
eamps,  occupying  every  height  and  ftrong  ^ound,  fixim 
Valentine's-hill,  about  a  mile  from  Kingfbridge  oa  the 
right,  to  near  the  White  Plains  on  the  left.  But  the 
movement  was  attended  with  much  difficulty,  for  want, 
of  waggons  and  artillery  horfes.  The  baggage  and  ar^ 
tillery  were  carried  or  drawn  off  bf  hand  When  1^ 
*    Z  ^  :.  ■  .  ■    part 
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♦776.  part  was  forwarded,  the  other  was  fetched  on*  This 
was  the  general  way  of  removing  the  camp  equipage 
and  other  appendages  of  the  army.  The  few  teams 
which  were  at  hand,  were  no  wife  equal  to  the  iervicei 
and  their  deficiency  could  be  made  up  only  by  the  bo* 
dily  labor  of  the  men. 

Oa*       The  royal  army  moves  in  two  columns,  and  takes  a 

^^*  pofition  with  the  Brunx  in  front  j  upon  which  the  Ame- 
ricans quit  their  detached  .camps,  and  leaving  a  corps  near 
Kingfbridge,  aflemble  their  main  force  at  White  Plainsi 
behind  intrenchments  thrown  up  by  the  advanced- corps. 
Every  thing  being  ^prepared  for  bringing  on  ah  aftion^ 

28.  gen.  Howe  marches  the  troops  early  in  the  morning  in 
two  columns  toward  the  White  Plains,  the  left  being 
commanded  by  gen.  Heifter.  AH  gen.  Waflungton's 
advanced  parties  being  drove  back  to  their  works  before 
,  noon,  the  aony  forms  with  the  right  upon  the  road  to  Mar- 
rincck,  about  a  mile  diftant  from  the  American  centre^ 
and  the  left  to  the  Brunx,  about  the  fame  diftance  from 
the-right  flank  of  their  intrenchments;  Gen.  M^Dougall^ 
with  ^about  1600  men,  pofiefTes  an  advantageous- hill 
feparated  from  the  right  flank  of  the  intrenchments 
by  the  Brunx,  which  by  its  windings  covers  the  gene^ 
ral*s  troops  from  the  left- of  die. royal  forces. .  Gen. 
Leflie,  with  the  fecond  brigade  of  Britifh  troops,  the 
HeflTian  grenadiers  under  coLDonop,  and  a  battalion 
of  the  Heflian  corps,  are  ordered  to  diflodge  him.  Pre*- 
vious  to  their  attack,  col.  Rail,  commanding/a  brigade 
of  the  HeflTians  on  the  left,  pafles  the  Brunx,-  and  gains 
a  pofl:  wliich  enables  him  to  annoy  the  flank  of  M'Dou- 
gali^s  corps,  whil^  engaged  with  the  other  forces  in 
fropt.  .Foiu:  regiments  of  militia,  upon  the  approabh 
...    2  ;;      ;  of 
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of  about  250  light  horfe,  run  away>  and  kave  the  gc- 'J7^ 
neral  with  600  men ;  who.  defend  the  hill  for  atx>ut  aft 
hour,  againft  the  whole  fire  of  twelve  pieces  of  artiU     ,. 
lery,  and  of  the  mulketry  and  cavalry,  with  the  lofs  of 
forty-feven  men  killed  and  fevcnty  wounded  *.    The 
gaining  of  this  poft  takes  up  ibme  confiderable.time»  ' 
which  is  prolonged  by  the  Americans  fupporting  abipkeA 
and  fcattered  engagement  in  defence  of  the  adjoining 
walls  and  enclofures.     In  the  evenings  the  Heflian  grcn 
nadiers  are  ordered  forward  within  cannon  ihot  of  the     , 
intrench  ments,  the  fecond  brigade  of  the  Bfitiib  forms 
in  their  rear,  and  the  two  Heflian  brigades  iii  the  left  of 
the  fecond.    The  right  and  centre  do  not  quit  the  ground        \ 
on  which  they  have  formcdv   In  tfiis  pofition  the  whole 
royal  army  lie  upon  their  arms  4uring  the  night,  ex*' 
pefting  to  attack  the  enemy's  carnp  the  next  day,    Th© 
next  day  they  advance  to  a  hill,  on  wMch  col*  Glover  29* 
commands,  and  where  he  has  one  brafs  twenty-four,  a 
fix,  and  a  three  poufider*  and  three  iron  twelve  pounders^ 
They  form  a  line  as  far  as  he  can  fee  from  rij^t  ta  left, 
and  appear  to  be  about  12,000*    They  approach  in  foui? 
columns,  the  cavalry  and  artillery  in  front,  afid>continuQ 
doing  it  till  within  about  Aree  quarters  of  a  mile  ofihe  • 
hill,  then  file  ofi^  to  the  Ipft  to  take  poft  on  a  hill  to  the 
coloners  right,  which  ovcrboks  that  he  is  poftcd  om 
They  have  to  pafs  a  valley,    He:  rcfervcs.  his  fire  till 
they  get  into  it,  in-order  to  afecnd  the  hill;  he  begins 
with  the  three  pounder,  next  the  fix,  reftrving  the  brafi 
twenty- four  pounder  till  the  laft:.     They  are  put  into 
great  confufion  j  JioweVer,  they  afcend  the  hill  with  die 

i  Colond  Glovcr'f  letter,  dated  NorA  Caftic,  Nqv.  14,  17^6, 

Z  3  .  light 
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'77^*  light  horfe,  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  a  thriec  poundcry 
fire  it  four  times,  and  retreat. 

General  Howe,  obferving  that  gen.  Walhington's 
lines  were  much  ftrengthened  by  additional  works,  de- 
ferred all  further  attack  till  the  arrival  of  more  troop& 
from  thofe  which  had  been  left  with  lord  Percy,  to  watch 
the  gan^ifon  of  Fort  Waftiington.  He  had  declined 
bringing  on  a  general  afkion,  the  preceding  day,  upon 
obferving  that  Walhington  had  formed  a  iecond 
line  * ',  but  the  American  difcipline  was  {o  dcfcdtivc,' 
that  had  the  former  attacked,  the  fuperior  difcipline  of 
his  troops  would  mod  probably  have  obliged  the  firft 
line  to  have  given  way,  which  by  falling  back  upon  the 
fecond,  might  have  occafioned  a  total  defeat.  A  gc-.* 
ncral  engagement  was  expefted  by  tlie  Americans  j  and 
the  foldiers  were  very  defirous  of  coming  to  blows  with 
the  enemy,  and  wifticd  much  to  engage.  During  the 
engagement  with  gen.  Leflie's  corps,  the  American  bag- 
gage  was  moving  off  in  full  fight  of  the  enemy.  The 
then  pofition  of  the  continental  army,  gen.  Lee  con- 
demned as  the  moft  execrable.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
had  the  enemy  attacked  the  centre,  and  brought  on  a 
general  engagement,  the  Americans. muft  have  met  with 
ft  total  defeat,  or  have  loft  all  their  bs^ggage,  though 
they  had  now  organized  themfelves,  and  had  procured 
ox-teams  and  further  conveniencies.  On  the  other  hand 
gen.  Wafliington  did  not  reinforce  and  fupport  the  right 
wing,  for  he  meant  that  the  enemy  fhould  attack  the 

*  Colonel  Henley  told  me  in  the  evening  of  Feb.  26,  1 784,  that 
gen.  Lee,  when  a  prifoncr,  afked  gen.  Howf ,  why  he  did  not  bring 
on  a  general  engagement,  and  received  for  anfwer  the  reafon  above- 
mentioned.  ■ 

centre. 


centre.     The  lafe  of  the  cdi^s  tindet-^^.  Leffie  iWsHiiJ^ 
have  fufFcred  very  Gonfideriibly,  fcft-  frorti  «n  s|{uthentftJ 
return  of  his  own' brigade,  fince  found  <Sn  the  grddlid/ 
it  appears  that  the  killed  of  it  wftle  "a?  lieutenant  €€A(iiiiel»  d^ 
captains,  a  lieutenant,  an  enfigri,  tfergcant;2*d*atli*itat«fri' 
,  and  that  the  wounded  were  2  captains^  3  lieutenants,- 1  lYer*^ 
geants,  and  109  privates*.  The  Bridllitiiade  only^^pfri^ 
vates,  and  4  officers  and  ftaff,  prifoncrs  at  White  Plams  f*^ 
But  the  Americans  conjedturcd  at  iirft^tfeat  they  had  fe'flfer- 
ed  a  much  greater  lofs,  not  lefs  than  46b  in  killed;  #&uMe3? 
and  miffing.     They  were  fdon  t^ontinicd  of  thfeif^  ftiiP 
take.    A  number  of  die  militia  who  ran  off  at  thfe  6i^t       * 
of  the  light  horfe  in  the  ljeginning',-*afld  were  n^Aiil^      '^ 
for  a  while,   were  found,  afterward.     This  ktBed  Mii^ 
wounded  however,  were  probably  more  than  given  ab(3ive>^ 
owing  to  the  fcattered  €ngagenicnt$i  diflinft  'from  that  * 
upon  the  hill.    la  the  fevcral  Ikirmiihcs  which  have  hap-' 
pened  fmce  the  jun^on  of  Knyphatrferi,  ifae  Americak^t 
have  taken  a  number  of  prifoncn^  Heffians,  Wdldeck^ 
and  a  few  Britifti.     The  Germans  were  m>?rh  afraid  df 
being  murdered  as  foon  as  they  Were  caught,  and*  Wtti^  ^ 
very  agreeably  difappointed  on  meetitig  with  civility  9tiii^ 
kindnefs.  ':  -^      •" 

General  Howe,   having  been  joined  by- the  ^O&ps- 
from  lord  Percy,   made  di^fitions  for  attticking  di»* 
America^  lines  early  on  the  laft  of  O^lpbdr  j  but  Mi  «ti  • 
treme  wet  night  and  morAing  prevented  Ae-  e<<K*ufi§ft -' 
at  the  time  appointed,'  and  it'yfas  hot  attempttd  aift^^ 
ward  though  the  day  proved  fair.     Gen.  WhfblAgttffi 
gained  intelligence  of  his  danger,  by^  a;  dSferterj -dWW ' 
off  moft  of  his  troops  at  night ;  totaHy  evaio'sAed-'l^fc^oy^ 
camp  early  in  the  morning  of  Novenibei^'tfie  fifpftj-Eiiii    '• 
♦  Colonel  Glover's  letter.  +  Board  of  war* 

Z  4  '  took 
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^n^tock  higher  ground  toward  the  North  Caftlc  diftrift, 
leaving  a  ftrong  rear  guard,  on  the  heights  and  in  the 
woods  of  White  Plains.  An  order  was  given  by  the 
Britilh  comcnander  to  attack  this  corps ;  but  the  exe- 
cution of  it  was  prevented  by  a  violent  rain.  Col.  Auf- 
tin.  of  the  Maffachufetts,  who  commanded  the  guards 
and  fentries,  being  heated  with  liquor,  burnt  the  town 
on  White  Plains,  unneceflarily  pd  without  any  orders. 

The  Bj'itifh  general,  perceiving  that  Walhington 
meant  to  avoid  an  engagement,  and  that  the"  nature  of 
the  country  would  not  admit  of  his  being  forced,  made 
Nov.  *  fudden  and  unexpedked  removal  from  the  feveral  pofts 
S*  he  had  taken  in  the  front  of  the  Americans^  and  ad- 
vanced toward  King/bridge  and  the  North  River.  Gen. 
Knyphaufen  had  been  fcnt  off  before,  and  encamped  on 
the  ad  near  the  bridge  on  New  York  Ifland,  the  Aftne- 
ricans  who  were  in  the  neighbouring  heights  having  quit- 
ted the  fam.e,  and  retired  to  Fort  Waftiington. 

An  acceptable  break  here  offers  for  amufing  you  with 
an  anecdote  or  two.  Gen.  Lee,  while  at  White  Plains^ 
lodged  in  a  fmall  houfe  clofe  in  with  the  road,  by  which 
gcn.Wafhingtonhad  to  pafs  when  out  on  reconnoitring. 
Returning  with  his  officers  they  called  in  and  took  a  ' 
dinner.  They  were  no.fooner  gone,  than  Lee  told  his 
aids,  "  You  muft  look  me  out  another  place,  for  I  fhall 
have  Wafhington  and  all  his  puppies  continually  calling 
upon  nie,  and  they  will  eat  me  up."  The  next  day 
Lee  feebg  Walhington  out  upon  the  like  bufinefs,  and 
fuppoCng  that  he  Ihould  have  another  vifit,  ordered  his 
fervant  to  write  with  chalk  upon  the  door — N»  visuals 
dreffid  here  to-d^.  When  the  company  approached 
ind  faw  the  writing,  they  pushed  off  with  much. good 

humor 
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humor  for  their  own  tabic,  without  refenfing  the  habi-  «77*» 
tual  oddity  of  the  man. 

It  happened,  that  a  garden  of  a  widow  womta,  which 
lay  between  the  two  camps,  was  robbed  at  flight.    Her! 
fqn,  a  mere  boy  and  little  of  his  agc>  alkeici  kaye  for 
finding  out  and  fecuring  the  pilferer,  in  cafe  he  &otild 
return ;  which  being  granted,  he  concealed  himfelf  widi- 
a  gun  among  the  weeds.    A  Britifh  grenadier,  a  ftrap-i; 
ping  highlander,  canie  and  filled  his  large  bag;  wheif 
he  had  it  on  his  fhoulder,  the  boy  left  his  coverU  came 
fofdy  behind  him,  cocked  hb  gun,  and  called  out  to. 
the  fellow,  "  You  are  niy  prifoncr  j  if  you  attempt  to 
throw  your  bag  down  I  will  fhoot  you  dead :  go  f(»*ward 
in  that  road."     The  boy  kept  clpfe  to  him,  tHfeiEitciied^ 
and  was  alway   prepared  to  execute  his  threatening^* 
Thus  the  boy  drove  him  into  the  American  canip^; 
where  he  was  fecured.    When  the  grenadier  was  at  H*! 
berty  to  throw  down  his  bag,  and  faw  who  had  made* 
him  prifoner,  he  was  moft  horridly  mortified,  and  ex- 
claimed-*^" A  Britifh  grenadier  made  prifoner  by  fuch 
a  d— — d  brat — ^by  fuch  a  d— -— d  brat.*'    the  Ame- 
rican officers  were  highly  entertained  with  the. adven- 
ture ;  made  a  colleftion  for  the  boy,  and  gave  him  fome. 
pounds.     He  returned'  fully  fatisfied  with  the  IdfTes  hisi 
mother  had  fuftained.     The  Ibldter  had  fide  arms,  but* 
they  were  of  no  ufe,   as  he  could  not  get  rid  of  his : 
bag  *.  ,         ' 

General  Wafhington  wrote  to  gen.  Gtettic  at  Fort    g. 
Lee,  "  Sir,  the  late  paffage  of  the  three  veflels  u^  the : 

•  Mr.  Vanbrugh  Livingfton  of  New  Yotk  told  me,  he  bad  this 
from  major  Rofs  of  Lancaftcr  ia Pcnnfylvaflia,  who  (aw  the  foldicr' 
brought  in. 

North 
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*77^'  North  River  (which  wc  have  juft  received  -advice  of^ 
is  fo  plain  a  proof  of  the  inefficacy  of  aU  the  obflruc-* 
tions  we  have  thrown  into  it,  that  I  cannot  but  think 
it  will  fullf^uftify  a  diange  in  the  difpofition  which  has 
been  made.     If  wc  cannot  prevent  veffels  palling  up, 
and  the  enemy  are  pofleflTed  of  the  furrounding  country, 
what  valuable  purpofe  can  it  anfwer,  to  attempt  to  hold 
a  poft  from  which  the  expefted- benefit  cannot  be  had  ?• 
t  am  therefore  inclined  to  think  it  will  riot  be  prudent 
to  hazam  the  men  and  ftores  at  Mount  Waftiingtorf; 
but  as  you  arc  on  the  ipot,  leave  it  to  you  to  give  fuch 
orders  as  to  evacuating  Mount  Wafhington,  as  you  judge 
beft,  and  fo  far  revoking  the  order  given  to  col.  Magaw 
to  defend  it  to  the  laft.     The  beft  accounts  frbiti  the 
enemy  affure  us  of  a  corifiderable  niovemeht  among 
their  boats  the  laft  evening ;  and  fo  far  as  can  be  col- 
lefted  from  the  various  fources  of  intelligence,  they  muft 
defign  a  penetration  into  Jerfey,  and  fall  down  updh 
your  poft.     You  will  therefore  immediately  have  all  the 
/   ftores,  &c.  removed,  (from  your  poft)  which  you  do  not 
:    deem  neceflary  for  your  defence^    and  as  the  enemy 
have  drawn  great  reHef,  from  the  forage  and  provifibn 
they  have  found  in  the  country,  and  which  our  tcnder- 
nefs  fpared,  you  will  do  well  to  prevent  their  receiving 
any  frefti  fupplies  there,  by  deftroying  it,  if  the  inha- 
bitants will  not  drive  off  their  ftock,  and  remove  the 
hay,  grain,  &c.  in  time.     Experience  has  fhown,  that  a 
contrary  conduft  is  not  of  the  leaft  advantage  to  the 
poor  inhabitants,  from  whom  all  their  effedts  of  every 
kind  are  taken  without  diftinftiqn,  and  without  the  Jcaft 
fatisfadion.     Troops  arc  filing  off  from  hence  as  faft  as 

our 
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our  ch-cumfbnccs  and  fituatibn  .wiH  admits  ii  Adcr  »*♦!♦* 
be  tranfported  over,  the  river  wkh  all  «pediti6n."/     .     . 

The  next  day,  gen.  Greene  aiifw«^«i  .**  Skr^Vpim^ 
the  whole  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  ganifim  (4rt  Fofp 
Wafhington)  is  of  advantages  and  I  oannot  concdve' 
it  to  be  in  any  great  danger ;  the  men  cm,  be  brau^ht- 
off  at  any  time  -,  but  the  ftores  may  not  be  fyjcsSiyire^ 
moved  5  yet  I  think  they  can  be  got  off  ia-  ffntse  of  the* 
enemy,  if,  matters  growdd^iecatCi  This  peft  is  of  ooi 
importance  only  in  conjundion  with  Mouite  ^V\hfliing-^' 
ton.  I  was  over  there  the  laft  evenings  and  die  enemy 
feem  tO:  be  difpofing  matters  to  befiege  the  |^e;  but 
col.  Magaw  thirics  it  will  take  than  till  Deceilhbfcr  e»o 
pires  before  they  <:an  carry  k.  If  tiic  enemy  do  not  find:  .. 
it  an  objedt  of  importance,  they  wiU  not  trouble  thenar 
felves  about  it :  if  they  do,  it  is  ^  fiiU  proof  diejr  het 
an  injury  from  our  poffeffing  it.  Our  giving  it  up  wiH: 
open  a  free  communication  with  the  country  t^  the  wzf: 
of  Kingfbridge ;  that  muft  be  a  great  advants^  tof  them 
and  injury  to  us.'*  c         ,      '  , 

Within  a  few  days,  gen:  Walbington  eroflecf  the  North  Nor. 
River  with  part  of  his  army,  ai^  ftadoned  himielf  in  the*  '*' 
neighbourhood  of  Fott  Lee.  *  Thr  troops  left  at  North 
-Caftle  under  gen.  Lee,  were  7500  ftrong,  including  the  i^p;  * 
3000  militia  of  gen.  Linepln's  divifion  (whofe  titne  offer-     , 
vice  ended  on  the  17th)  and  .1700  of  gen.  Fellows'js  bri-; 
gade  (whofe  fervice  cttdedon  the  ift  of  Dec;)  As  the  difc i 
folution  of  the  army  was  approaching  apace  With  the  end-    - 
of  the  year,  gen.  Wafhington  applied  to*  the  Maffachu-' 
fetts  for  4000  new  militia.     Gen,  Lee  addreffed  thte  old '  16..,' 
under  Lincoln,  and  conjured,  the  officeis  >and  foldiers,      \ 
as  they  regarded  the  facred  caufe  ii)  which  they  were 

engaged. 
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*77^*  engaged,  to  continue  in  their  prefent  pofts  a  few  dayt 
longer,    till  Thurfday  at  the  nnofl:,   affuring  them  it 
was  of  the  laft  importance.     But  they  were  not  to  be 
prevailed  upon,  though  their  own  commander  urged  a 
compliance  to  the  utmoft  of  his  powen     All  except 
gen.  Lincoln,  and^about  150  privates,  went  off  the  next 
day.    Mean  while  the  royal  army  approached  Fort  Wafth^ 
ingtoriy  and  on  the  15th  gen.  Howe  fummoned  the  com- 
manding officer  to  furrender,  who  anlwcred,   that  he 
would  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extremity,    pen.  Walh* 
ington  receiving  an  account  of  the  fummons  at  Hack-.= 
infack,  immediately  repaired  to  Fort  Lee,  and  b?d  pardy 
croffed  the  North  River,  when  he  met  gens.  Putnam 
and  Greene,  who  were  juft  returning^  from  thence,  and 
informed  him,  that  the  troops  were  in  high  fpirits,  and 
would  make  a  good  defence  \  it  being  late  at  ni^t^  he 
returned.     Now  was  the  moment  for  withdrawing  the 
garrifon,  and  one  would  think,  that  as  the  attack  wa$ 
fixed  for  the  next  day,  gen.  Howe  defigned  by  the  fmn-» 
mons,  that  it  Ihould  be  taken  off  the  approaching  ni^t» 
and  wifhed  by  that  mean  to  fave  the  men  that  he  wouM 
othcrwife  lofe.     But  defence  had  been  concluded  upon, 
j^Q^       The  royal  army  therefore  make  four  attacks  upon  the 
i&     fort  the  next  morning.     While  they  arc  advancing,  gens,* 
Wafhington,  Putnam  and  Greene,  and  coL  Knox,  with. 
their  aids,  having  croffed  the  river,  are  making  up  to 
it.     Some  6nc  or  other  perceiving  the  danger  of  their 
being  foon  fhut  in,  urges  their  returning  inftahdy.    .The 
commander  in  chief  is  hardly  perfuaded,  and  comp^iis 
with  reludtance;    but  the  company  infift  upon  it,  an4 
prevail.     The  firft  attack,  on  the  north  fide,  is  con- 
duded  by  gen.  Knyphaufen,  at  the  head  of  two  columns 

of 


q(  HelTians  and  Waldeckenu  The  &cdnd>  an  tho  eail  i79& 
fide^  is  led  6n  by  gen.  Matdiew^  at  the  head  <f  the  firft 
and  fecond  battalions  of  light  iufantrjr,  and  two  battalia 
ens  of  guards^  fupported  by  lord  Comwallis  with  abodjr 
of  grenadiers  swid  the  thuty-third  re^ment.  The& 
forces  advance  by  the  Eaft  river^  and  land  out  of  flat 
boats  by  Haerlem  creek  upon  the  encmy^s  right.  Thq 
third  attack,  intended  chiefly  as  a  feint,  is  condu£ted  by " 
lieut.  col.  Sterling  with  the  forty-fecond  regiment,  .  Th© 
laft  attack  is  made  by  lord  Percy  with  the  corps  he 
commands  on  the  ibuth  of  the  ifland.  AU  the  attacks 
are  fupported  with  a  numerous,  powerful,  and  well-fervcd 
artillery;  :     .    i       ■ 

The  I^cflians  under  gen.  Knypbasi/en^  have  a  diidc 
wood  to  pafs,  where  col.  Rawlings's  regiment  of  riflc-^ 
men  are  potted :  a  warm  engajgement  commences,  and 
is  continued  for  a  confiderable  tunc,  in  which  ihc  former-     ^ 
arc  much  expofed,  and  lofe;ift  k;illed  and  wounded  near 
upon  800  men  by  that  fingle  regiment     Nfean  while  thfe 
light  infantry  land  i  and  are  esfpofedy  as  before  land-^ 
ing,  to  a  very  briflc  and  continual  fire  from  ,the  enemy, 
who  are  covered  by  the  rocks  and  tre^  among  iwhichf 
they  are  potted-    The  former  however, ,  extricate  them- 
felves  by  clambering  up  ^  very  fteep  and  rough  moun- 
tain, when  they  foon  difperfe  the  enemy,  and  make  way, 
for  the  landing  of  the  reflr  qf  ^the  troops  without  oppo-. 
fition.    Lord  Percy  hj^ying.  .carried,  an  advjanced  work^ 
on  his  fide,  col.  Sterling  is  ordered  to  attempt  a  land-* 
ing  with  the  forty-fecond  regiment,  upon  the  left  of  the 
enemy's  lines  toward  New  Yorki  and  two  battaUons  of 
the  fecond  brigade  arc  directed  to  fuppprt.him,    .He.,-    • 
advances  his-  boati  dirpugh  a  heavy,  fypj  wdforpiogt 
'     '  his 
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J77^  his  way  up  a  &tcp  hdght,  gains  the  fummit  apd  I 
170  prilbnerS)  and  then  penetrates  acroft  itei 
The  detachnnent  from  the  flying  camp  of  the  Af 
having  pven  way  and  qiiitted  their  ftation^ 
making  a  firm  ftand,  col.  Magaw  leaves  the  liiieSy  1 
throws  himfclf  into  the  fort,  left  the  royd  drmyi 
get  poffeffion  of  it  before  him.  Col.  Rall^  who  lokl 
the  right  column  of  gen.  Knyphaufen*s  attack^' hafii|l 
forced  the  enemy  in  the  mean  time,  pufhes  ferwanllil 
their  advanced  works,  and  lodges  his  coliimh  witluBi 
hundred  yards  of  the  fort."  This  dont,  he  fbmnirtl 
them  to  furrender:  and  upon  gen.  Kriyphaufen's  appcir-| 
ing,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  troops  be  confidercd  as  pri-I 
foners  of  war,  and  that  the  officers  fhall  keep  tidrl 
baggage  and  fide  arms. 

The  number  of  prifoners,  including  officw^,  amounted] 
to  2700,  befide  thofe  taken  by  the  forty-fecond  regi- 
ment. Gen.  Greene  wifhed'to  have  been  intrufted  with ' 
the  defence  of  the  fort  on  the  day  of  attack^  as  did  fovot 
other  generals.  He  blames  col.  Magaw  for  fuffcring  die 
troops  to  crowd  into  the  fort,  upon  their  quittihg  the 
lines,  inftead  of  ordering  them  to  the  brow  of  the  hill 
facing  the  north,  where  the  Heflians  attacked  >  and  is 
of  opinion,  that  if  they  had  been  placed  tliere,  the  royal 
army  might  have  been  kept  off  till  night,  when  the 
troops  might  have  been  removed.  But  the  capital 
miftake  was,  their  not  having  been  rcnaoved  die  pre- 
ceding night.  • 

While  the  attack  was  carrying  on,  a  capt.  Gooch: 
boldly  ventured  to  crofs  over  from  Fort  Lee  ^vvMi^ia  letter 
from  gen.  Walhington  to  col.  Miagaw,  acquainling  him, 
that  if  he  could  hold  out  tiU  iii^>  tiieigaitiftvftould 

be 
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J  jbe  taken  off.    He  delivered  the  fetter*  pirihed  ifcrwg^  *?^ 
J  ^e  fire  of  the  enemyi  preferring  ttoif  diungiRrr  d:^  hfetog 
.  made  a  prifoner,  aod  cfcapcd  unhijit.    'Gei>.  W^ihing- 
,  ion  could  view  feve]::al  parts  of  the  attack  i  aod-^wkef^-he 
-faw  hi&  men  bayonnetted»  and  in  tha|:.W4y  killed  while 
r  l^^gg^Dg  qtiarter,  he  cried  with  the  tendemefs  of  a  child, 
and  exclaimed  at  the  barbarity  diat  .was.|)ra6iifi^.    His 
I  4ieart  has  not  been  yet  ileeled  bf  plunging  intaa&s  of 
cruelty.     When  gen.  Lee  read  the  letter  fent  byexprefe 
giving  an  account  of  F(»tWa{hington'3  being  taken, 
.  refentment  and  vexadon  led  him^  uofeeling  as  he  was  ih 
commony  to  weep  plentifully*    He  wrotffii.Qa  the  J9tii 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  "  Qh!  gtoeral,  why  wo]uM 
you  be  over^perfuaded  by  men  of/  in&ricvF  judgment  to 
your  own  i  It  was  a  curfed  .a£&ir.r .  He  had  exclaimed 
before,  upon  hearing  that  the  defeve  .of  it  was  to  be 
riflced,  '*  Then  we  are  undone."  .     :    •  .,. 

From  the  moment  it  was  apparent^  that  the  Bridfli 
fhips  could  fafely  pafsup  and  down  die  North  rivo:,  in 
defiance  of  all  the  obftrudions  thrown  in  the  channel, 
and  of  the  forts  Wafhington  and.  Lee,  the  Jlmerici^ 
commander  conckided  that  thefe  were  no  longer  eligi- 
ble, and  that  Fort  Wafhington  ought  to  be  evacuated 
while  it  could  be  done f  which  occafioncd  hisletter  d 
the  8th.  When  he  came  to  Fort  Lee,  loan  after,  crofling 
the  North  river,  he  found  no.racafures  had  been  taken 
toward  fuch  evacuation,  in  confequence  of  that  letter* . 
Gen.  Greene,  of  whofe  judgment  he  entertained^  good 
opinion,  decidedly  oppofed  it^  other  opinions  coincided 
with  Greene's  5  it-was  thought  politic  to  waile  the  cam*^ 
paign  without  coming  to  a  general . action  on. the  one 
hand,  and  without  fijffeciQg  die  jqnemy  to  Qverrua  thet 
2  .    country 
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>??*•  country  on  the  other;  every  impediment^  .which  Hood 

in  their  way,  was  judged  a  mean  to  aniwer  theie  pur* 

I  pb(es3  and  when  thrown  into  the  fcale  with  thoft  opiniom 

;  which  were  oppofed  to  evacuation^  caufed  that  warfare 

;  in  the  mind  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  hefitap- 

/  tion,  which  have  ended  in  die  lofs  of  the  garrifon^ '"  The 

advifability  of  attempting  to  hold  the  poll:  being  repugn 

nant  to  his  own  judgment,  the  event  which  has  hap* 

'   pened  filk  him  with  the  greater  regret*    But  he  will  ex* 

hibit  an  inftance  of  generofity  and  magnanimity»-by 

fubmitting  filently  to  ail  the  ccnfure  that  may  be  caft 

:  upon  him,  iboner  than  injure  the  charafters  of  thofe 

whofe  advice  has'enfnared  him. 

It  is  imagined  on  good  grounds,  that  the  royA  army 
loft  in  the  attack  full  laoomen,  in  killed  andwounded* 
The  next  objeft  that  engaged  their  attention  was  Fori 
Lee,  fituated  upon  a  neck  of  land  about  ten  miles  long, 
running  up  the  North  river  on  the  one  fide,  and  on  the 
other  bounded  by  the  Hackinfack,   and  the  En^iih 
neighbourhood  a  branch  of  it,  neither  of  which  arc  ford- 
able  near  the  fort.    The  neck  joins  the  main  land  almoft 
oppofite  to  the  communication  between  the.  North  and 
Nov.  Eaft  rivers  at  Kingfbridge.     On  the  1 8th,  in  the  mom- 
ing,  lord  Cornwaltis,  by  means  of  boats  which -entered 
the  North  river  through  this  communicadon,  landed  near 
Clofter,  only  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Englifli  neigh- 
bourhood.    His  force  confifted  of  the  firft  and  iccond 
battalions  of  light  infantry,  two  companies  of  Chaflcurs, 
two  battalions  of  Britilh,  and  two  ditto  of  Hefliaq  gre- 
nadiers, two  battalions  of  guards,  andthethirty^thitdand. 
forty-fecond  regiments.    The  account  of  this,  move- 
ment was  brought  to^n.  Greene  while  in  bed.    With* 
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biit  ^wait^dg  for  giitii  W&lliitfglibft's  Mdds,  he  dict£iQBL^77>^. 
the  trdo{>6  to  march  imnvicUatdy,  Md  &akt  chidr  i«&» 
treat  by  pEideffihg  thertifii^«&  of  the  Ekigliih  ii€ig^ib(Mii> 
hood ;  he  &nt  off  at  the  ^UM  tltiiiei  in^mation  tci  gte*' 
fTaJhingtoit  Ht  HackklfsK^k  tsd^n^  H«mig  gaioed  il» 
ground  and  dra^ii  tp  th&  m)ops  iii  factf  of"  the  eitm^r^ 
he  left  them  tmder  Ihe  c^timmand  c^"  g^n^  Wafliingtoh.t : 
md  rettirMd  to  pick  up  die  ftrag^crs  and  othersp  i 
to  the^^^rtimiftt  of  about  goss  he  Conveyed  over  diip 
Hackinfack  b  a  placb  of  B&Xfi  Bj  this  deeded  mort^i^ 
ihent  4){  g^ii,  Greene's,  3060  Americaoa  jr^baped  i  the  ^ 
capture  of  whom,  ^  at  this  period^  milft  have,  proved  I 
ruinouSi  Lord  CornwaUis'sintent  w^  evideritfy.to  ligt^  • 
a  Ike acrols  from  the  place  of  landing. to  Hackmfajojy.. 
bridge,  and  thereby  :to  betn  in  *^tfae  whote  gamfbn  hfl^ 
tween  the  Nordi  and  Hackinfeck  rivers :  but  gen*  Greene . 
was  too  akrt  for  him*  His  kfdihip  had  l^Ut  a  m^ 
and  a  half  to  march,  whereas  it  was  fbiir  miksirom  FoEK 
Lee  to  the  road  J  approaching  the  head  of  .tbe£n^({i 
neighbourhood,  where  the  other  amufed  his .  lordihiRi 
till  gen*  Walhington  arrived,  and.  by  a  irdl-concertefi . 
retreat,  fecured  the  bridge  over  the  Hackinfaeki  Bui 
though  the  men  v«re  fared,. foaie  hundred  bafrels. 4^ 
fburi  molt  of  the  cannon,  and  ,x  confide^able  part  :^ 
their,  tents  and  baggage>  w^^  takeai  .befide  die  tc}flin|( 
number  of  ninety-iune  privates^  and  M  officei;!  and  flalfL 

General  Waftiington  retreated  to  iVkcwri^,.  where  jbii  ^^^ 
whole  force  conflited  pf  no  more  than  3506  raeq*  He 
confidered  the  caufe  as  in  the  grea»!ft  danger^  and.faid 
to  col.  Reed,  "  Should, we  retreat  to  the  back  parts  ef 
Pennfylvania,  will  die  Pennfylvapians  fuppoit  us  ?"  The, 
colonel  anfwered,  ^'  if  rfie.lgwft  CQHiittcs  we.fuWufd, 
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i?7&  aod  give  up^  the  back  cQuntie$  will  do  the  iame«"  Tlic 
I  general  pafled  his  hand  over  his  throaty  and  laid>  ^^.  My 
neck  does  not  fed  as  though  it  was  made  for  a  hal^. 
We  muft  retire  to  Augiifta  county  in  Virginia* ,  .iNtupn* 
bers  will  be  obliged  to  repair  to  us  for  fafetyi  and  Vt 
ipuft  try  what  we  can  do  in  carrying  on  a  predainrjr  SSfcrs 
arid  if  overpowered,  we  muft  crols  the  AUcgltaney. 
mountains."  The  general^,  after  tarryinjg  near  a  y9cik 
without  being  molcftcd,  obtained  information  of  lord* 
Gornwallis's  being  in  purfuit  of  him  j  he  thercfbrfe  nMrdhfd 

Nov.  for  Brunfwick,  leaving  Newark  the  very  morning  diat 
his  lordfhip  entered  it.  As  his  lordfhip's  van  advanced 
to  Brunfwicky  by  ^  forced  march  on  the  firft  of  DKem- 
ber,  gen.  Wafhington  retreated  to  Princeton,.  haij^Qg. 
fkft  delayed  its  paffing^the  Rariton  by  breaking  ^down 
a>  part  of  Brunfwick  bridge,  and  fo  fecured  his  fnpop 
from  being  hajaffed.  Lord  Cornwallis,  having  ;0ld<5rs 
not  to  advance  beyond  Brunfwick,  difcondnued  his.  p\jT- 
ftit :  but  fent  an  exprefs  to  gen.  Howe  at  Ncw  Torky 
acquainting  Kim,  that  by  contmuing  it  brilkly  he  C0i|}d 
entirely  diiperfe  the  army  under  gen.  WaftiingtOQ,  suid 
{6zt  his  heavy  baggage  and  artiUeiy,  before  heowld 
jSafs  the  Delaware.  Gen.  Howe  returned  for  aniiDer, 
that  he  would  be  with  him  in  perfon  immediatdjr  *  i 
hut  did  not  join  him  till  the  fixth.  Gen.  Wajfhioglxin 
hoped  to  have  made  a  ftand  at  Brunfwick,  but  waft  4)f- 
.^appointed  in  his  expedation  of  the  militia :  on  the  day 
he  quitted  iti  the  fervice  of  the  Jerfcy  and  Maryland 
bl-igades  expired  j  and  neither  of  them  would  ftay  .an)H9ir 
Idngcr;  he  wrote  therefore  to  gen*  Lee,  "  hdteh  your 
^  niarch  as  much  as  poflible,  or  your  arrival  oiay  t>e/Jw 
'.4,       *  Lojalift's letter,  Nov.  iq,  1777.       '-..,. 

■■■•■    •  .  Uic.*' 
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\dJkJ'    Oh  the  7th,  lofd  Cofflwainis'si  tdr{H  marthed  tpi|7^ 
Princeton^  yfhicji  the  Americatis  qtfitted  die  fitriie  day*. 
The  next  day*  the  cotps  ihiut:lied  ifl  two  divifioAs  i  fhfcbe^. 
firft  advaaced  to  TrentQqr  and'  xtdkrhed  the  Dl^aA    ^ 
juft  as  the  rear  guard  cf  gid;  Walldngtbn's  zrtnj,  under 
coL  Henley,  gained  tb^  oppoGtt  fhore  abcfdc  twd?t 
o'clock;  at  night* 

Lord  Comwallisi  wh6  haked  ^&  tile  fi^  divifioA 
widun  fi^  mil^  o^  Trentoiii  imehded.  emffing  a  tody 
very  early  the  Atxt  morning,  near  two  inttei  bdow  (jdr^ 
tiers  ferry;  and  got  die  troc^  ih^tftidini&i  find  diiti  w^ 
tiUery  (Prepared  to  etArfcr  the  ktidingi  fiir«t  dtat  pbdi 
it  was  only  eight  ^tlK^itty  rOd  to  a  fpit  df  fand  Oil 
the  Pennfylvania  fide^  ott  which  a  luflldent  nuitlbiir  wtirt 
to  have  landed,  and  then  td  have  rbardied  tip  tti  ^or^ 
riers  ferry/ ^d  to  have  ti^kim  the  boab  tiiat  bad  bedl 
coUefted  there  by  the  Americahis,  and  le(trttnd«r  ^  gutrl  * 
of  only  about  ten  meni  ^th  thettl  it  Ma^ttiCadt  ttt 
carry  over  the  main  body.  In  the  Vicinity,  of  diis  pldjM^ 
a  large  funken  Duriiam  boat  (whibh  eartMt  60^  dirai» 
days  before^  laden  with  floUr^  ahd  wfaidh  eOuM  clhy 
100  men)  lay  concealed  under  a  baidi*  This  fiad:bem 
difcovered  and  taken  away  by  Mn  Merfo-caUi.  ib  d^ 
the  BHdfh  were  difappointed  ih^  their  f;l^dstion  of 
finding  it.  .They  hailed  one  Thomfon,  a  qdaker,  *lio 
lived  on  the  other  fide  ot  the  Delaware^  and  inquired 
what  was  becortle  of  the  boatj  and  were  lUifwered  it  wajji 
carried  off.  They  cc^j^tied  reconnoitring  up anddown 
the  river  till  ten  o'dodi;,  but  finding  nd  boats^  returned 
to  Pennytown.  M^n  had  ^eth  ettipbyed  in  time  for 
taking  off  all  the  boats  frOm  ^  Jerfey  fide  of  riicf.  QelsU 
^^^are  -,  but  Mr.  Merfereau^s  attention  would  not  adipit 
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i73^*of  tfls  confiding  wholly  in  their  care  and  prudence*  Hc 
therefore  went  up  the  river  to  feamine  whether  aH  the 
boats  were  really  carried  off  -or  deftroyed^  vpcm.  difeo- 
vering  the  above  fuoken  odq  which  had  jofcaped  the 
obftrvatioQ  of  the  men>  and  inqimmg  of  a.peribn  w 
tbb  neighbourhood  concermog  her,  hc  was^  told  ffiatXkc ' 
was  an  old  one  and  good  for  nothing;,  but  not.reijriDg 
.upon  the  information,  he  found  her  to  be  nett;  Imd  the 
water  baled  out^,  and  fent  her  off*.  ThciimfHir&tiiGe 
!  ^  of  this  affair  to  the  Americans,  prevents  tbc  itbstqp  €yf 
it  fpom  being  trifling.  Had  lord  ComwalUs  oroflUi'iatp 
•P^bnfylvania  a$  }ie  propofed,  the  confequence  WMldi 
probably  hare  been  fatal  to  the  AmericaniS.  Qen*  Wafhr 
ington,  when  he  crofled,  had  .about  a200  men : .  but  the 
time  of  their  fcrvice  expiring,  they  left  him  m  ftich  a 
«fidnner,  that  the  fecond  day  after  eroding  he  had  but 
•^ventcen  hundreds 

.  The  miMa  of  Jerfey  had  timely  nodcO;gtvenjriifm^ 
^d  had  they  flept  forth  in  feafon^  might  hare  enahU 
]gpxi.  Wafbington  to  have  prevented  lord  Corawallis 
'CrtJfling  the  Hackinlkck  :  but.  either  diiaflfedUoby.  or  die 
:W8nt  'of  exertion  in  the  priocipad  gentlemen  of  dhe  cmiw 
«7  (through  depreffion  of  fpirit  at  the  thceaMnng'aib^ 
'^ajrances  that  ekifted)  or  a  fatal  fupinenrfsr- and  infcm- 
iibility  of  danger,  increafed  the  adhial  evil,  and  tsmik 
itafafolntely  neceflkry  for  gen.  Waffat^cai'to  qaicdir 
j^erfcys,  and  (cek  fecurity  oa  the  other  fide  of  the  Ddto- 
iD^e/  To  whatever  caufc  it  was  owing;  the  iiifaafat&aiKK 
•aimoft  to  a  man  refufed.to  turn  out,  fo  that  heccMld 
-not  at  any  time  bring  more  of  them' together  thaii  xoob 

f.Mu  Meufereau,  aftCFward  an.  Aincrican.  dcp\^  ^cmaiSSujs  rf- 
■  prifoncrs^  was  my  infoxrmer. 

ineti> 
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men,  and  cvw  on  Afeflt^very  litdc  ^eprtftJMlde  wiwi  to  l*f  ^^ 
put.     The  proclalnatito  iffuid  the  ^oth  rf  "l^<yft!fibcjp 
by:  lord  Howe  and  gen.  lAov^rty  as  the  kfcg's  c^omrtwC** 
fionefs,  added  tt)  gtfri:  W«Ihmgtori*s  d!lBcuMes.    ftf 
that,  thty  rQnirtianded':«^|)cribAs  aflembled  in  wini- 
againft  his  m^cfly*s  ^ovtftittierit,  to  difband  and  reWwti- 
to  riieir  dwdling  5  and  a!l  ]g«terftl  or  provincial  co!V*' 
grefles,  .&c.  to  defift  from  all  their*tr6db1)able  z^trnp^  \ 
and  to  relinquilh  all  their . ufurped  power.-  They  dei; 
clared  that  every  perfon,  who,  within  60  days^-  (h^uKp 
appear  before  the  governor,  fieut.  governor)'  or  oxmf 
mandrr  in  chief  of  any  of  Mi  majefty's  GK4oiie»,^f  te4^ 
fore  die  general  or  cotxmtanding  officer  of  hiit4»a}|t^fty^ 
forces,  &c.  >and  claim  the  benefit  of  the  proctHTMtiOb^ 
and  teftify  his  obedience  to  the  IfW^  tiy'ifabfcriMllg  V 
certain  depiaration,  fliotfld  obtain  a  fcdfraftdfree  pardbtif^ 
of  all  treafons,  &c,  by  himcommitjedj  and  of  tlMbr-#r; 
feitures  and  penalties  for  id^e  feme.    N«t«b<«,  ,who  bad- 
been  provincial  congrefi-a>cn,  committee^trreh,  julti^ 
and  the  like,  though  out  of  Ac  way  of  immedtdt^  daii^^ 
ger,   ran  to  take  the  advantage  of  At  prodamaticiri* 
Many  of  the  whigs.  ihifted  about.    Only  a  few  of  imMm 
ftood  firm  to  the  caufe.  .It  was  die  middle  rank  of 
people  in  general  that  ftjmaincd  Aedfeft  in  thh  day  of 
trial.     The  iiiccefs  of  t;&e  royal  army  extendcii  its  in- 
fluence alfo  to  Pennfylvania.    Mr.  Galioway^  the  fmS!i^ 
of  the  Aliens,  withfoBftc  odws,  reponA  to^e  cditw 
minioners  to  claim  the  benefits  of  die  gwiml  |>ardbm 

General  Lee^  with  more  than  3000  mtn^  though*  ir^-;  ^ 
peated  expreffes  .were  fcnt  to  him,  cpntimied  in  :ihe  i*af 
of  the  royal  forces,  marching  lb  floi^that  Wafhtngtqii' 
could  not  account  for  it.    It  at  kn^h ^pnwjtd  fJ^ldtp 
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177^  hi|  pcrftjnal  Ubcrtfi    While  he  lay  carcldsly  and  widi» 
;  opt  a  giKdtl  at  BaflSngriige^  fpme  yn^f  fiiftafit  fro'm  dtft^ 
'  main  '^1^>  hp  ''^^  ">^^  prifoncr,    Thp  circiirtiftaaccaf 
qf  his  fitpajion  were  communicate^  to  cqI  Uar^ourtt  com*' 
n(afi4uiig  thf?  light  hbrfe,  and  whq  had  tl^  mitde  a  de<4 
fultpry  exgurfipn  at  the  head  of  a  fmaU  drtachmeni;,  ^^ 
ob&rye  thi^  motions  of  that  tjpdy.    Thp  toionei  cDi»-  ^ 
l^r  du&ed  with  fuch  addrels  and  aAirity,  as  to  oaptmte' 
'^'    and  cany  off  the  general.    The  capture  w^  confidered ' 
by  the  BritiQx  officer^  as  a  matter  of  the  greateft  confer 
quence.    Their  words  were,    f'  yf^  hare  taken  dw' 
Am^c^n  palladipm  '^'  fuch  was  the  opinion  they,  hacl^ 
of  the  geAer4  deficiency  of  military  fldll  among*  dw; 
Amsriicans,  and  the  inexperience  of  their  pfiicenu  'Thc't 
O^mniapd  pf, the  troops,  after  Lec*s  capture,  feH.to'gm, 
S^Jiiyai!!  5   nvho  fpon  after  croffed  the  Delaware^-  and 
joined  gCR*  \VaftiipgtQn.    The  general  needed  this  rCr 
ipforcemept,  notwithftanding  his  having  been  joined  hf 
the  Philaddphi^  militia.     He  had  fent  gen.  Mifflin  to 
Philadelphia,  while  retreating  before  laxl  Comwalfis: 
^d  on  the  27th  of  November,  there  was  a  large  4114 
gcnpral  town  meeting,  when  the  intelligence  of  Ac 
probability  of   gen.  Howe's  invading  the  .ftate  wti 
tommynicatcd,  as  alfo  the  requeft  qf  congrcfs,*  that  die 
ipilitis^  qf  the  cities  and  counties  might  march  to  Ac 
Jerfeys.    Gen.  Mifflin^  who  was  detained  by .  congreis 
for  the  pprppfe,  enforced  it  by  a  fpirited^  animating^  aiid 
aficiftionatc  a^Jdrefs  to  his  fellow  citizens  j  who  exprefled 
their  apprplptian  of  dip  meafurc  propofed,  -and  Iboii 
marched  forward  ibprip  hundred^  of  militia  to  j(nn'thc 
commander  in  chief.    After  that,  gen.  Mifflin  left  Phi- 
ladelphia by  the  direftion  of  congrefs,  whp  knew  of 
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wlut  importance  Im  influence  was^  andi^:paired  to  ihs  ^ 
back  counties^   where  his  exerdons  4K^ert  equally  fuc« 
cefsfuly  fo  that  they  pourea  in  their  yeonunry  in  %>« 
pgrt  c^  the  common  caufc v     -  .     -^ 

The  royal  forces  lay^^fniph.  fcattered  in  the  Jer%i^  if* 
and  to  all  appearance  in  a  ft^le of  iccurjity*  Gen.-WaihT 
ington  wiihed  to  ftirike  tiyufkh  ienlibk  ijbat  a  luckyi>k»f 
in  that  quarter^  woukl  be  &tal  to  ^^em,  and  inoft  fCj^r 
tainly  raife  the  fpiritaof  ^  pf99^^  which  wer^iquit^ 
funk  by  the  Jate  misfortunes ;  but.ptud^ice^woukLnoi: 
admit  of  it.  The  Penofylvaaia  nuUtia  w^sre  ordered  j:p 
Briitoli  and  the  remsunder  of  tbe  troops  were  canfiOM4 
along  the  Delaware^  fo  as  to  Qf^fe  any  atjten^pts  of  .thp 
royalifts  to  crofs  it,  .,  ^:...^i\: 

Should  it  be  true^  a$  reported^  tha(.  the  Ameriomi 
general  once  wept,  while  he  fled  tlux>ugh  the  Jcrfey% 
that  will  not  prove  the  want  of  perfonal  fi^rtitudc,  H^ 
is  neither  lefs,  nor  more  than  tnan«  AgimticMtc^  mind, 
occafioned  by  the  threatening  ftate  pf  public  liberty^ 
and  a  refledion  on  the  horrid  calamities  that  would 
follow  the  lofs  of  it  to  the  prcfent  and  future  genera^ 
tipns,  might  produce  th^t.  events  without  any  mix- 
ture of  private  concern  for  his  own  iafcty«  ^ 

During  the  royal  fucceflK^  in  the  JerfeyS|  gen.  CSintm^ 
with  two  brigaded  of  Britilh,  and  two  of  Heflian  troops^ 
with  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war  under  Sir  Piter  ParkeK^ 
was  fent  to  attempt  Khpde  IJlandn  The  Amci;ic;an  force^ 
being  incapable  of  making  effe<5tual  refiftancCj  aban- 
doned it  on  his  approach;  fo  that,  on  the  day  when  gen^ 
Wafhington  croffed  the  Delaware,  the  Britifti  topk  pof- 
fpffiqn  of  it  without  any  lofs,   and  at  the  fapip.  p^pj 
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j'j'j^  bbeked  up  commodore  Hopkins^s  fqnadron  mAi  mrth- 
berof  privateers  at  Providence.  *" 

Let  me  ndw  offer  you  a  fommary  account  of  thie  C2^ 
turcs  made  by  gen,  Howe  and  the  forces  Tmdcr  hii 
corhmand,  during  the  eampa!gh>  down  to  the  total  eira^ 
cuation  of  fhe  Jerfeys;  '  Of  privates  theite  hav^'bcieh 
made  prifohere  41  oi,  of  officers  304,  and  of  faff  i^^ 
in  all  4430,  The  cataldgoe  of  ordnance  and  nu^tary 
-ftores  ftand^  thus-^Brafs  farditance  i  thirteen  inch  inor-; 
tar-rri  ten  ditto-^4  five  and  a  half  inch  howtzcii 
•w— 5,  fix  pounderss- — ^^i  three  ditto,  Jroh*  Ottfc 
nance -r-r  ^  thirteen  inch  mortars .^i  ten' dkcbim 
i  fiight  ditto— 30  thirty-two  pounders — 6  twtihty^fiitir. 
ditto-rr-8  eighteen  ditto-w?24  twelve  ditto— 26  iih^dktib'' 
V-r40  fxx'.ditto-^55  four  ditto,— 16  three  dhtop^i^ 'idif-* 
ixipiinted:  Brafs  ordnance  12  s-^Iron  ditto  235^,  'S)tel& 
leippfy,  iio  thirteen  ipcht— 1255  ten  dittos— 15^3-5  cig^' 
ditto — 1908  five  and  a  half  ditto— 1907 1  fow  and  tMi^ 
fifths  ditto— total  23979 :  fhells  filled  with  fufees  drove 
—5  thirteen  inch— ^12  ten  ditto — 30  eight  dittiif-Bflfj 
five  and  a  half  .ditto— -45  four  two-fifths  ditto-^totalj  r^S  \ 
Shot,  2052  thirty- two  pounders--93oo  twenty-feur^iiBtto 
548  eighteen  ditto— 3979  twelve  ditto-j-331  fix  dittoni* 
911  three  ditto— total,  17 122:  dooble  headed  fliottif  all 
ibrts  2684:  grape  quilted,  140  thirty-two  and  twelve 
pounders,  befide  42  boxes ;  cafe  of  all  forts8 13,  wi|li  pow- 
der 44  :  Mufkets  pf  all  forts  2800:  Cartridges  400,000 : 
Barrels  of  powder  16 :  Iron  Frize  of  four  hundred  w^^t 
each,  intended  to  flop  the  navigation  of  th'cNortfi  Riycr 
200 :  Bar  iron  20  tons :  rod  5 :  Intrenching  tools  of  all 
forts  5'do :  Sets  of  armourers  tools  6 :  Breaflt-platcs  ftft 
fenginecfrs  armour  35  :  Waggons  covered  4 :  Hand  bar- 
rows 


fowsaoo:  a  gwya cotiytey t  d  flhig xaati r  kdulm<ii»4  ty^ 
6  :  mantelets  52  :  tHivtxaxdc  iMzfe" t'Uni|)icEe  iir^ 
fide  4000' barrck  of  flour  at  j&rts  Wathki^brf iMljeti 
baggage,  tents,  long  pikes,  atoftttbitfoh  tam,  knd'  4 
large  quantity  of  otlict  ftores  t#  Vadous  kirtds;**  l*Hcfi| 
loffcs  to  the  Amnicaiis -arc  ^itbtf  cdti^^ 
the  Britifh  are*of  fhiall  advanta^.    tht  <;f^  iMkirti 
New  York  may  now  engagelftur  floficftr   On  thef  ifim 
of  Oftobcr,  the  iiihaBJtsmWtrf  ffifetaiy  ahd  iftaa^;  ^tocr 
fcnted  a  petition  to' l6rd  Hbw'^*W  gcti.' H^  ^%M^ 
by  David  Horfemanderi,  Olivt^^Oh^^        ^'^g*S; 
declaring  their  alle^aficc,  and'ftdricteo^^^ 
die  conftitutivnal^  but  nor  abMtiie, ^^g^^'^^ 
Britain  over  the  colonies,  {^ftdpra]^g^tliftt*ftcf*t3it^ 
county  may  be  reftx*ed  td  his  ^niigifty's  fiftftc^  aiW  yto^ 
ietftion.    This  petition  was  fitiBdHWd*  bf  ifeoAer  to  dn? 
famt  purpofe,  frotti  the -fiTdioliteH '  tod  inhaSitaiitt  bf  ^ 
Queen's  county  in  Long  ItimSi*  'Itf  is^bbftrved  of  tbc£ 
petitions,  that  they  are  guardedly  e^ntftfbd,  all  niehtioa 
of  parliament  being  omitted^  and  the  gveiEU:  queffion  of 
iinconditional  fubmiflion  left  toteBy  at  large;    Litt  it  be 
remarked,  thatthoujgh  the  mhabitants  of  York  Wand 
and  Queen's  county  have  gir«*n  ievcty  l^ftimofty  of  thcit 
loyalty,  their  petitions  have  not  been  attended  to,  nosf 
they  reftored  to  the  rights  e3Jpeaed,  in  confeqticnce  6f 
the  declarations,  as  well  as  of  the  law  for  the  ^potnt* 
pient  of  commiflioners. 

Let  us  pafs  to  the  fouthern  ftate$;  and  from  thence 
travel  northward,  gathering  up  as  we  return  all  tjie  intel- 
ligence that  offers. 

In  the  month  of  July,  an  inv^on  of  Eaft  I^oridk 
was  projeded,  wid^thcdoubk  yicwoffeito'iiigOiw^a 

and 
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%jt6.  aod^^puth  Carolina., from:  the  depredataoos  of  th|:ir^iQi(^ ' 
{oSfh^tnii^^  attentkui  fif 

the;.  Pritifli..  &om  their .  northern  conqudfib.  Gc&  Ixe 
wa^  intrufted  with  thiS;  buTinels,  fbon  after  the.  tcgui^ 
of  dbe  Bridih  under  Six  Peter  Parker.  After,  the  troopt 
bad  proceeded  as  far.a$pgeech|e&in  Georgiaa'tl^  SfMr' 
idii  j-eeeived  orders  to  rejoin  the  xKiithern  ^rntj,  an  whifii 
^  e3g)edition  was^given  up,  .      . 

l^hil^  the  general  Jios  vat  Savannahi  lie  wiMe  4t^]eCit 
ter^  Qfi  the  aSdi  of  Aug^,.  to  the  Freivdi  nunifterj  wb^fii 
was  cqxnmi^^^^  ta  Sieur^de  la  Plaine.  In  that -Jcct^.^^ 
held  upthefe  ideas^That  it  was  the  exclufivecom^', 
jcnerce  Qf  the  <;olQQieSj  which  empowered  QreatBnfiimjti) 
cope  with.  Frani^i  gave  to  her  a  decide  fup0rtf>riQr:iui: 
the  marine  4cparanentt  and  of  courfe  6naU(e4,her,  M 
the  frequent  war$.  b(Sfwee^  the  two  nation^  to  icdiins 
her  rival  to  the  laftipxtremity  :w<-Ti^i^F]^Ceca9o|^^ 
the  .monopoly^  or  the  gra^teft  part  of  tbi^  cpmmfixvsi 
her  opulence^  ftrength  and  profpcrity>  muft  grow  to  a 
prodigious  height.;  and  that  if  America  is  enaUied  «t 
preferve  the  independence  fhe  has  npw  decla):c()t,^t)>e 
greateit  part  of  this  commerce  mnfb  fall  to  the  iharei^of 
France  :-~That  without  the  colour  of  injufticei.  but  on 
die  contrary^,  only  affuming  die  patronage  of  the^  rjghtji 
of  mankind  >  l^'rance  has  it  now  in  her  power  to  become 
not  only  the  greatefl,  but  the  mod  glorious  aicinarchyi 
which  has  a,ppeared  on  the  ftage  of  the  workU-ha-'pof^ 
feilions  ia  theiflands  will  be  fecured  againft  all  ^iffibi^ 
lity  of  attack,  the  roy^al  revenues  inunenfely  increafed^ 
her  people  eafed  of  her  prefcnt  burdens^  an  eternal  in- 
citement be  prefented  to  their  induffry,  and  the  means 
of  ^creafe,  by  the  facility  of  providing  fuften^nce  foe 
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their  fatnUies,  multiplied ;  in  flior^  diere-  it^  no  t>lifif4U  ^^ 
what  di^rce  of  eminence,  ha^^piiie&»  ^^gkiti^Sfff^  JftKC^nwgT.    ; 
derive  from  the  independence  of  dws  continem  f-rThiH 
Jbrneyifionary  writers  have  aflemdi  diat^Oiildtfai§ii!Q^ 
try  once  (hake  off  her  Etl^opqtt^rtraroIncJs^^^ 
become  more-formidable  done  fimtittiieTirtueiai^  ^^^ 
natiiral  to  a  your^  people,  than  <Jfeatl^J^riWft  cm  M 
in^ith  her  colonies  united  iti  a;  ftate  of  dfcpeadency :  buk 
the  men? who  have  built  fucb  bypothefes  mtKfrJbe  utter 
ilrangers  to  die  manners,  geakn,^;  diipofitioq,  tinii  df 
mind,  and  circuntiftances  of  the  cmtiMnt^    As  idi^il 
vaft  trafU  of  hmd  remain  unqcciipiod,  t*  iiiliicli  fhiT  ctt^ 
fend  colonics  (if  I  tmy  fi>  expnrfs  it).of  tMtlofiaj^^ 
they  will  never  entertain  thou^t  of  i^arjiif  <*:ii»nufti^ 
tures^  their  ideas  ar^  folely  confinied  tx>'  iaboTi  and  tt^ ; 
plant  for  thde  nttions,  who  can  oii  the  che^peft  tenpft  - 
fumiih  them  with  the  necefiary  utenfili  for  WtHwir^  andk. 
planting,  arid  clothes  for  thek  $m»Ue$;  as^  titt  thQ 
whole  vaft  extent  of  cpntinent  is  fliUy  (locked  with  peo^ 
pie,  they  will  never  entertain  another  idea  :«^Tha;  this 
jcannot  be  efieded  (or  ages,  and  what  may  then  hBf^peii: 
is  out  of  the  line  of  pc^ticians  to  lay  any  ftreis  upon;. 
moft  probably  they  will  be  employed  in  wars  amoi^ 
themfelyes,  before  they  aim  at  fin^ign  ^conquefts :— » 
That  it  is  worthy  of  attention,  what  wiU .be  the  confe-- 
quence  fhould  Gre$t  Britain  fucceed  in  die  prdent  con- 
teft}  A«leric2^  ^ill  be  wretched  and  enflaved;   but  a 
numl:^er  of  fl^ves  may  compofe  a  formidable  army  ami 
^eet,  and  the  proximity  of  fituation,  with  ib  great  a 
force  entirely  ^f  the  difppfa)  pf  Great  Britain,  will  put 
it  into  her  power  to  take  poffeflSon  of  the  French  iflanda 
on  the  firft  rupture :— ?TH»t  it  is  fpr  the  interpft  as  well 

as 
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«*J7ft a*  K^c  glor^  of  France,  to  fumifh  dws'AmeHaiia  irWtl 
eV^ry  mean  rffopfKMting  their  libcnies,  to  eficftrwhiHlf  | 
ihey^  onl}^  demand  a  conftartt  fjrft^matic  fupf^  of^'tftl  ' 
neceflaries   of  war,  frnall  arms,  powder,   field*  pkcM^ 
#0ollens  and  linens,  to  cbthe  their  troops,  with  dnigi; 
fiarticularly  bark,  in  rmim  hr.iAikh  every  necfeAif 
pibTifion  for  the  French  iflands  pi^j  be  txptGbgii  m 
com,  rice,  lumber,  &c.    If  indeed  the  French  cditU 
§»rc  a  few  able  enginefn  and  artillery  officers^  thief  vtixf 
depend  upon  an  honorable  reception,  and  comfbrnUt 
eftablifhment*       .  ,-^':j 

The  Carolinians  have  been  engaged  in  a  fiscctfi(%SiMf 
with  die  Cherokeesy  for  the  origin  of  which  we  mnit  gik 
back  to  the  year  1775.  J^^"  Stuart;  efq;  an  dl^Mf  *tf 
the  crown,  and  wholly  devoted  to  the  n^yd  it¥GHftfl^«  lild 
for  years,  the  exolufive  management  of  boidi  thehf 'kM 
the  Creeks.  When  the  appearance  of  a'nifJMHi^  %^ 
tween  Great  Britain  slnd  the  cdonies  took  {^late,  be^iit 
ceived  himfelf  under  obligations  to  attach  th^  indiiuia  to 
the  royal  intcreft.  Theftate  of  publk:  aflfairstiftthfefcolonfci 
furnifhed  him  with  many  argumefttis;  (ublervidit  ttK-diii 
defign.  It  was  eafy  for  him  to  perRiade  Acm,  ^at  the  Cd^ 
k)nifts  had,  unprovoked  by  Britain,  adopted  trieaibr^  wiridi 
prevented  the  Indians  from  receiving  thefr  yedif  itip« 
ply  of  armsi  ammunition  and  clothing.  jHe  n^ig^  aUb 
infinuate,  that  if  the  colonifts  fucceeded  ih  ofsfMoGlig-Bri^ 
tain,  they  would  probably  aim  neit  at  die  CMirpatkM  i 
of  the  Indians.  A  plan  was  at  length  fettled  by  Mr. 
Stuart,  in  concert  with  the  king's  goyernbts  md  other 
royal  fervants,  to  land  a  Britifh  army  in  Fl^rids,  and  'to 
proceed  with  it  to  the  weftem  fconoers  of  the  feotivehi. 
colonies,  and  there,  ia  conjunftiew  m^  the  *oriei  and 

{ndians^ 
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Indians^  toiattrottthe  friends  oft  OQngro&«t  t^  Ikmf  .W^ 
time  that  a  fleet  ktxd^uistr^  ilKiuld.  ihTad^  theiQ  « tk» 
ccoft.. .  Mr.  Mofis  Kirkhnd,;  wha  hat  alrciady  becii.ihetotif 
ened  (p*i02)  wascohfidetttial]7.eaSpk)fjr^d  byM^ 
gorernor  Tonyn;  and  other  ]:oy9}i^  t0  the  feuthw^^ 
to  concert  with  gen.  Gage  die  Jleccffitry  meaoiS  lof  ac^ 
coniplifhihg  the  abov^  plan.  The  whole  was  foUy  d<-» 
tefted  by  the  providential  capture  of  die  ve&l  whitji 
was  conveying  Kirkland  to  Boftoa  toward  the  clofe  tif 
^775.  The  publication  of  the  letters  found  in  his  pott 
feffion  produced  cqnviftkm  in  the  imnds  of  the  Atner 
ricansj  that  the  Britiik  admiiiuftiii^n  nieant  to  emplojr 
the  Indians  for  the  efftSHxtg  v£  dbceir  ichemes..  The  di% 
covery  of  the  minifteridi  defignSj  m^  it  rndSjixy-fyf 
coi^eis  to  attend  to  iiich  ima:^e^«t:^ight  tSt&^aHlf 
counterad  the  infiuenccf  of  ;MF4:Sf)laft« .  A  meetin^t'tif 
their  Indian  commifiiobors  y^t#i  th(i  CjheitE>kee%  was:  igir 
pointed  at  Fort  Charlotte  ift  Soudi, Carolina^, sfnd  took 
place  on  the  22d  of  AptiU  when  about  630  weiet  pre« 
lent-  The  Chcrokees  cothpHuncd  l^pvijy  of  fundry  -eiif 
croaclunents  made!  oa  dieib  by  the  wlute  people  -,  whicli 
gave  thenm  the  greatsft  uneaflneg.  When  the  eonfimii^ 
fioncrs  cattte  Jtoimake  tbeif  pr*ftrtits>  ih^,  Indians  v(rcie 
di^leafedat  the  fmaH  <}uatitity  of  goods  aB4  aipnriu^ 
tion  delivered  to  thennu  The  Co^amiffiohers  p|ea(^ 
that  they  did  not  ezpeA  to  meet  wi&  io  great,  a  nwop^ 
ber:  and  promifed,  that  if  the  prtfehts  #C!rc  recciv€d> 
they  would  try  to  purdiaie  a.  ficw  mc^  and  fend^e^ 
The  Cherokees  w«*c  not  fiitisflcdwith  the  propofid.  The 
commiflioners,  without  goods»  '#ere  tittle  more  tfatfjl^ 
cyphers.  Talks  alooei  if  ever  £y  flattarii^;  do  not  aii-* 
fwer.    Foreign  manu&idhjres  ttntfc  to  the  Xndkns  jbdiS- 
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)77&  penfably  requifitt  s  and  it  was  not  to  bet     %fit 
cduld  prefer  American  fiiendlbip,  naked  And 
to  Britilh  attended  with  all  the  neceflariiit  and 
of  life.     The  Bridih  had  carried  great  quntidei(1 
goods  even  to  their  towns.    On  the  27tfaj  die  coon 
c!Ommi(Iioners  met  at  Augiifta  in  Georgia,  in  ei^NV 
tion  of  the  Creeks/  who  did  not  attend  till  ttiit  itAi 
May>  and  then  amounted  to  about  350^  when  a  &«|fo 
fents  were  given  them.    They  were  either  fttisfied,'ir 
ftifled  their  rcfentments,  from  political  prindfdes^.^* 
to  decline  hoflilities.    But  the  Cherokees  bebig  di%dft* 
tAy .  and  abandoned  to  the  full  operation  of  the  royd  ifr 
perintendant's  influence,  began  dieir  mafiacres  at  thcNlcty 
time  Sir  Peter  Parker  attacked  the  fort  on  SuUivan^a  iSA 
The  fpeedy  departure  of  the  fleet  from  the  ftSb-'OoJk 
Wter  hi^  unfuccefsful  attack,   gave  an  opportunity  '^ 
uniting  the  whole  force  of  South  Carolina  againft.& 
invaders  of  the  country.    Though  theBiitiihjdan  eft 
co-operation  with  the  tories  and  Indians  was.  for  thepn^ 
fent  fruftratedi   y^  the  probability  diat  it  would  b( 
again  refumed,  determined  the  popular  leaders  to  mds 
a  vigorous  expedition  into  the  country  of  the  dierokeOi 
A  joint  attack  on  their  fettlements  over  the  nMHiotnU. 
was  agreed  upon  by  the  fouthem  ftates.^   CoL  .WiHtaip- 
fbn,  of  the  diflriA  of  Ninety-fix,  was  chofen  bjr  tbe  gD* 
vernment  of  South  Carolina  to  command. ^llidribfCtt 
on  this  occaiion.    The  fixth.regular.xtgiinent^  part  cf 
the  third,  aiid  a  large  body  of  militia, :  were  a|^iitied 
to  ferve  under  him.    About  the  fame  timei  mi  On  ^ 
fame  bufmefs,  gen.  Rutherford,  with  upward  of  iao9 
.  men  fmm North  Carolina,  crofled theApaladdanmedB* 
tains.    In  their  paflage  through  the  Indian^  oolftlQy*  At 
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forces  under  col.  Williamfon  were  two  or  duiec  times  i^^ 
.^riikly  attacked^  but  fin^y  repid&dithe  IlidiaRS^  r^The 

^  Americans  upon  thisoccafiontraverfejdjiieirwtokjcoijft^ 
try,  and  laid  wafte  their.cQrri-ficldis.    Above  500  of  tljie 

.  Cherokees  were  obliged,  for  want  of  provifions,  to  take 
refuge  with  Mr.  John  Stuvt  ii\Wcft  JFlprida,  whore 
they  were  fed  at  the  expence  of  the  Britiib  government. 

].  The  Indian  fettlements  to  the  northwjird  were  at  the 
iame  time  invaded  by  a  party  of  Virginia  militia,  com-^ 

^  manded  by  cqI.  Chriftee,  and  to  the  Ibuthward  by  the 
Georgia  militia  under  col.  Jack.  J)ifp[ial,.waa  the  wi^r* 
dernefs  through  which  the  Americai£s  had.to  penetrate. 
^  Many  were  the  dangers  that  they  Wjcre  expofed  to  front 
dark  thickets,  and  rugged  paths.  They  were  frcquendf 
obliged  to  pafs  through  narrow  defiles,  in  which  iindtt 
parties  might  harais  the  braved  and  mod  numerow  ar- 
my. They  had  to  crofs  rivers,  fordable  only  at  one 
place,  and  overlooked  by  high  banks,  from  whon^  an 
enemy  might  attack  with  advantage,  and  retreat  with 
fafety.  They  could  haye  no  acc«xmiodatioQs,  but>a 
few  plain  neceffaries  carried  on  pack-Jborfes.  They,  for 
the  moil  part,  flept  m  the  open  air,  md  experienced  «U 
the  inconveniertcies  of  a  favage  life.    .  ... 

None  of  all  the  expeditions  ^bcfore  undertaken  ^aioft 
the  Indians  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  as  this  firft  effort  of 
the  new-bom  commonwealth.  In  left  than  three  mondis, 
viz.  from  the  15th  of  July  to  the  nth  of  Qftober,  the 
bufmefs  was  completed,  and  the  nation  .of  the  Cherokecs 
fo  far  fubdued,  as  to  be.  incapable  of  annoying  the  &•* 
tlements.  The  whole  of  the  Americans  did  not;  exceed 
lifty  menr  .     . .  .1* 
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!J7^  The  means  adopted  by  die  British  to  cnifk  dMfiieii^ 
of  cbngrefi,  have  been  provideiitially  over-ruled^.  6^iii 
w  produce  the  contrarf  efiba.  Their  exciting  liidiiHl 
to  maffacre  the  defenceleis  frontier  ietdenii  protiiottl^ 
die  unanimity  of  (lie  inhabitants,  and  invigorated  -Ibnk 
eppblition  to  Great  lKritain«  Sereral  who  ddled  ^biti^ 
!  jGthres  tories  in  177  5>  hav^  become  aftive  whigs,  and 
cheerfully  taken  isp  itms  in  the  firft  initance  againft 
Indians,  and  in  the  (econd  againft  Great  Britain^  aa  did 
bdligator  of  their  barbarous  devaftatiens.  Befbte  Ak 
event,  (bme  well  meaning  people  could  not  feiUElA  juftiat 
of  contending  with  their  formerly  protecting  pumi^ 
ftates  but  Indian  cruelties,  excited  by  miniftetiat.a>fi« 
fices,  foon  extinguiihed  all  their  predile£iiod  ifir  ditt 
country  of  their  forefathers*. 
Attg.  The  delegates  of  ilftfO'^iW^/,  aflfenibledin  foflconVew 
'4*  tioo  the  14th:  of  Auguft,  have  agreed  upon  th«  cooti^ 
tution  and  form  of  government  for  that  ftate  i  to  itfHoif 
they  have  prefixed  a  declaration  of  rights.  lUui  OMP 
vention  of  the  Delaware  ftate,  formerly  ftikd,  KOTW 
government  of  .the  counties  of  Neweaftte,  Kiiak  mi 
SvStx  upon  Delaware,"  after  a  declaration  of  rightty  le^ 
folved  upon  their  conftitution  in  September.  Whtti  Ai 
cfepuutions,  from  the  committees  qf  the  fevend  ciMiaCieSj 
tnet  in  Philadelphia,  they:  agreed  upon  the  numbd^  dM 
general  convendon  fhould  confift  of,  the  tinHf  MfUmtiA 
meet,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  fhould  btiSUSMi 
No  perfon  was  excluded  from  voting  i  mairf  hMNMny 
aa  muft  have  been  expected,  chofe  to  exchNk^^ttoiK 
felves,  as  they  would  not  appear  by*  vodnjg  to  tiMla§^ 
nance  the  cflablidiing  of  a  new  mode  of  govtMMniCtili 
-    ♦  Sec  Dodor  Ranafay's  Hiftoiy,  Vol.  L  p.  igs^tiu 
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The  convetitioh  met  the  i  jjth  of  July,  4hd  «ritiiiued.l|7«i 
by  adjournments  to  the  aSth  rf -September,  during 
which  period  the  conftitutioti  was  fettled  by  a,  deckra^ 
tion  of  rights  and  a  frame  of  government. 

Great  numbers  in  Pennfylvahia  al-e  not  fatisfied  wftfe 
their  conftitution,  apprehehding  that  it  pofleflfesi  too  great  , 
a  proportion  of  democracy;  and  that  the  ftate  is  hot 
ibfliciently  guarded  againft  either  the  evils  which-  may 
refult  from  the  prevalcncy  of  a  democratic  party,  or 
the  dangerous  influence  of  demagc^es;  Mr.  Samuel 
Adams  ha"  been  thought,  6t  kx^vm  to  have  cohcemed 
himfelf  fo  unduly  in  the  bufihefs^  as  to  have  provoked 
fomc  to  drop  diftant  hints  of  an  affaffinatioft;  While 
the  conftitution  wasf  forming,  a  motion  was  made  to  add 
a  fccond  aflembly  to  the  kgiflative  body  uhder  the  name 
of  a  fenate  Or  council  It  was  a-goed  by  ftveral  mem«*  / 
bers,  fome  for  ttit  affirmative,  and  fome  for  the  negathns. 
Before  the  queftkm  was  piit^  the  opinion  df  theprefidejne. 
Dr.  Franklin,  Was  re(^efted*  He  rofe,  and  fiiid,  fliaic 
"  Two  affembKes  appeared  to  him,  like  a  praftk*  he 
had  fomewhere  fcen^  of,  certain  wagoners  who,  whea 
about  defcending  a  fteep  hilh,  with  a  heavy  load,  i(6wf 
had  four  cattle,  took  oflF  one  pair  from  before,  and 
chining  them  to  the  binder  part  of  the  wa^on^  drove 
them  up  hill;  while  the  p«Sk  before,  and  the  weight  .of 
the  load,  overbalancing  the  Ar«igth  of  thofe  behmd> 
drew  them  flowly  and^  moderately  down  the  hill,."  The 
fimile  drew  the  generality  of  the  convention  mto  an  opiJi^ 
nion,  that  the  doftor  was  for  a  fingk  aflembly,  and  it 
wrought  accordingly.  Some  imagine  however,  that  the 
anfwei»  was  dcfignedly  that  of  a  Delphic  oracle,  to.  he 
taken  either  Way,  as  inclStJation  might  diftate  the  inter-    ■ 
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47^.  prctation.  '*  The  real  force  of  the  fimile  wa3  certainly 
I  mifunderftood  5  if  there  is  any  finailitudc,  or  any  argi^- 
j  mcnt  in  it,  it  is  clearly  in  favor  of  two  affemblies.  The 
weight  of  the  load  itfelf  would  roll  the  waggon  on  r^h^ 
cxcn,  and  the  cattle  on  one  another,  in  one  fcenc  of  de- 
ftruftion,  if  the  forces  were  not  divided  and  a  balance- 
formed  i  whereas  by  checking  one  power  by  another  (^ 
was  the  wifli  of  thofe  who  were  for  a  fecond  affcmbly) 
all  defcend  the  hill  in  fafety,  and  avoid  the  danger  *^" 

We  cannot  quit  Philadelphia  without  making  mention 
of  the.  afts  of  congrefs.  It  has  been  refolvcd'^  to  con- 
lifcate  the  property  of  the  fubjed^s!  of  Great  Britainj 
taken  on  the  high  feas,  or  between  high  and  .low  water 
mark ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  Bermudas,  and  Pro- 
vidence or  Bahama  iflands  are  excepted.  .Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  has  been  empowered  to  agree  to  the -exchange  .rf 
governor  Sl-^cn  for  Mr.  Lovell,  who  was.  made  .dofe 
priioner  at  Bofton  by  order  of  gen.  Howe;  axid  to  whoft 
inflexible  fidelity  to  his  country  congrefs  bore  tcftimony 
the  beginning  of  January.  Mr.  Lovell  contrived  to  fend 
out  intelligence  to  the  Americans,  while  invefting  Bofton; 
and  the  reafonable  fufpicion  of  it,  without  pofitivc  proof, 
might  occafion  his  confinement.  Commodore  Hopkins 
has  been  cenfured  for  npt  paying  a  regard  to  the  tenor 
of  his  inftruftions,  which  direfted  him  to  annoy  the 
enemy's  Ihips  upon  the  coafts  of  the  fouthem  ftates;  and 
his  reafons  for  not  going  from  Providence  immediately 
to  the  Carolinas  have  been  declared  by  no  means  fatisfac- 
tory.  To  prevail  on  the  foreign  officers,  if  poffible,  to 
quit  the  royal  army,  congrefs  have  propofed,  upon  their 
choofing  to  become  citizens  of  the  ftates,  to  g^vc  to 
*  Mr.  Adams's  Defence  of  the  American  Coaftittttioa*^  p.  iq6-^ 
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tliem  itnd  their  heirs  hi  abfolute  dfomrniony  unafppropfriatcd  I'j'jS^ 
lands  in  the  following  proportions :  to  a  colonel^  looo 
2icres  J  to  a  lieut.  coionel,'  800  s  to  a  major,-  600  5  td  a  ' 
x.uptain,  400 ;  to  a  lieutenant,  300;  to  an  cnfign^  aoo;' 
j^nd  to  every  non-comnniffiottct}  perfon,  160.  They 
conQplied  ^vith  gfen;  Howe's  pfopofal  of  exchanging  gen. 
Sullivan  for  gen;  Prcfcot^  and  lord  Stirling  fot  gen*. 
M'Donald,  on  the  4th  of  Septennben     * 

They  refolved  upon  railing  eighty-eight  battalions  to-Sept. 
ferve  during  the  war,  and  agreed  upon  bounties  to  all     ' 
who  inlift  during  that  term^  unlefs  fodnA-  difdiarged*' 
The  inliftment  is  fiirther  encouraged  by  a  propofalfor 
granting  lands  j  each  non-commiflioned  officer  and  (oU  ' 
dier  is  to  have  ico  acres;  a  colonel,  506;  andthc  othei' 
officers  in  proportion.     The  congreffional  offer  of  lands, 
whether  to  foreigners  or  natives,  is  no  prefent  i^ftual  ex-    ^ 
pence,  as  the  event  of  the  war  rtiuflr  detJiHnine  wjjofe 
they  will  be;  but  the  propofal  xhty  countcraft  the  effedt  ' 
of  a  fimilar  meafure,  adopted  by  the  Britifti  govern-^ 
inent,  which  has  engaged  to  grant  large  trails  of  vacant 
lands  at  the  clofc  of  the  troubles,  to  the  highland  emi- 
grants and  other  new  troops  raifed  in  America,  as  a  re- 
ward for  their  expefted'^fcal  and  )oyalty  in  the  redpftion 
of  the  country.     It  may  alfo  deftroy  tlje  influence  of  in-     \ 
timations  thrown  out  to  the  mercenar ie^  •  of  thfcir  being 
to  be  rewarded  in  like  manner.     TKe  appointment  of ' 
all  officers  in  the  battalionsj,  and  filling  xip  vacancies, 
(except  general  officers)  is  left  to-  the  governments  of 
the  fcveral  ftates^  every  ftate  has  its  rcfpcftive  quota 
affigned,  which  itJ^  to  furnilh  with  ^ms,  clothing,  and 
every  neceffary.     The.  quotas  will  ncv^hc  anfweraWe* 
in  the  numbers  of  me<i  t<j.5he  number  of  the  ba^taUons^ 
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'77^*  fo  that  the  aftual  ftrength  of  the  continental  forces  wifl 
be  far  fhort  of  the  appearance. 

^^pt»  It  being  refolved  to  appoint  three  commiffioners  to  the 
court  of  France,  congrefs  ballotted  and  elefted  Meflrs^^^ 
Franklin^  Beane  and  Jefferfon.  Dr.  Franklin,  notwitkn 
ftanding  his  great  age,  was  unanimoqfly  ele£ted.  Dr. 
Rufh  fat  next  him  when  the  choice  was  announced,  and- 
was  the  firft  in  congratulating  himj  the  reply,  was,  "I 
am  old  and  good  for  nothing,  but  as  the  fhopkecpers 
fay  of  their  fragments  of  cloth,  you  may  have  mtfur 
;  what  you  "pleaje"'  Mr.  Deane  was  fo  litde  in  thc.gpod 
graces  of  his  own  ftate^  that  it  was  the  only  one. out  of  - 
the  thirteen,  that  declined  voting  for  him.  He  had  been 
before  appointed  by  the  fecret  committee,  commercial 
agent  with  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  and  moreover  poUticai 
agent ;  and  had  arrived  in  France  fo  long  back  as  inf 
June.  This  appointment  was  a  natural  introduftion  to 
bis  being  elefted  one  of  the  commiffioners.  Mr.  Jcf-* 
ferfon  having  declined,  through  a  prefent= incapacity  for 
going,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  has  been  chofen  in  his  room. 
Congrefs  miay  have  been  encouraged,  to  this  mea-^ 
fure,  by  a  letter  of  laft  June  to  Dr.  Franklin,  whereitt 
bis  corrclpondent  writes,  "  I  have  been  at  V^fidUw  to 
fee  tlie  minifters,  and  every  thing  which  approaches 
them.  I  have  obtained  among  other  things,  under  the 
name  of  Mr.  de  la  Tuillerie,  the  undertaker  of  a  ma-* 
nufaftory  of  arms,  that  there  fhall  be  delivertd  to  him 
immediately,  from  the  king's  arfenals,  fifteen  thoufind 
mufkets  for  die  ufe  of  infantry,  to  be  employed- in  hii 
commerce,  on  condition  that,  he  replaces  them  iathe  - 
run  of  a  year.  I  hope  your  brave  foldiers^wifibcpleafed' 
nvith^diemj  but  you  mult  caution  thctn  iK)t  to  croft  to 
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the  ordinary  mufkets  of  commerce,  iVhlch  arc  called  i7y)Sl 
hnuflcets  for  exportation,  that  arc  almoll  as  dingcrodi 
to  friends  as  to  enemies."    But  without  flich  or  any  othef  • 
direft  encouragement,  they  muft  have  adopted  fte  mca[- , 
fure  through  the  Urgency  of  their  affairs.    The  com-i' 
miffioners  are  to  arm  and  fit  for  war  any  number  of  vcflfe& 
not  exceeding  fix,  at  the  expehce  of  the  United  St^tc^i 
to  war  upon  Britifli  property,  provided  it  will  no^  Hb 
difagreeabl^  to  the  court  of  France,     There  has  bc<Jfi  ^ 
approved  in  congrefs  a  plan  of  a  treaty  with  his  molt 
chriftian  majefly,  which  has  been  delivered  to  the  com^ 
miffioners  with  inftru6tioris  to  the  following  purport-^' 

^y  You  are  to  ufe  every  niean  in  your  power  for  con* 
eluding' a  treaty  conformable  to  the  plan  ydu  J)ave  rt^ 
ceived.  If  you  (hall  find  that  to  b^  inrrpradiicablfe,  yoa 
are  hereby  authorized  to  relax  the  demahds  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  enlarge  the  offers  agreeabfe  to  the  fubfc^- 
quent  direftions.  The  ei^th  article  wiH  ptdtkbly  bk 
attended  with  fome  difficulty.  If  you  find  His-  rhoft 
chriftian  majefty  determined  not  to  ajgrfee  to  it,  you  are 
empowered  to  add  to  it  as  follows :  "  That  thji  United 
States  will  never  be  fubjeft,  or  acknowTwIge  allcgiinctf, 
or  obedience  to  the  king,  or  crown,  or  parliament  oF  % 
Great 'Britain,  nor  grant  to  that  natron  any  exchifive 
trade,  or  any  advantages,  or  prfvileges  in  trade,  rtibife 
than  to  his  niofl  chriftian  nriajefty,  niither  fhall  any 
treaty  f6r  terminating  the  prefent  war. betwcfen' die  king' 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stiates,  or  any  War  which 
may  be  declared  by  the  king  of  Greaft  Britain  agahtft 
his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  in  confequence  of  this  treaCt)^ 
take  efFeft  until  the  ex^piration  of  fix  caleridiir'  months 
after  the  negotiation  for  that  purpofe  AaH  have  bicn  doiy 
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'77^*  notified,  in  the  former  inftance.by  the  United  States  t9 
his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  and  in  the  other  ipftjncc  Jbf 
his  moft  chriftian  majefty  to  the  United  States,  tq  thf 
pnd  that  both  thefe  parties  may  be  included  in  thf  peace 
if  they  think  proper."  if  his  maj/efty  Ihould  be  unr 
.willing  to  agree  to  the  i6th  and  26th  articles,  you  arc 
diredted  tp  confcnt,  that  die  goods  and  effedls  of  dif 
icnemy  on  board  the  fi)ips  and  veflels  of  efther  party, 
fhall  be  liable  to  feizure  and  confifcatipn. — Ypu  wilj 
folicit  the  court  of  France  for  an  immediate  fupply  of 
J:wenty  or  thirty  thoufand  mulkets  and  bayonets,  and  4 
large  fupply  of  ammunition  ^nd  brafs  field  pieces  to  be 
ient  under  convoy  by  France.  The  United  States,  en- 
gage for  the  payment  of  the  arms,  artilkry  anji  ammur 
jiition,  and  to  indemnify  France  for  the  expence  of  the 
,convoy.-'— It  is  highly  probable  that  France  means  nof 
to  let  the  United  States  fink  in  the  prefcnt  conteft  j  but 
as  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  true  accounts  of  our  cojir 
ditioo,  may  caufe  an  opinion  to  be  entertained,  that  we 
are  able  to  fupport  the  war  on  our  own  ftrength  and  rCr 
fources  longer  in  faft  than  we  can  ,do,  it  will  be  proper 
for  you  to  prefs  for  the  immediate  and  explicit  decla- 
ration of  France  in  our  favor,  upon  a  Juggeftion  -that  a 
re-union  with  Great  Britain  may  be  the  confequence  of 
a  delay.— Should  Spain  be  dinnclined  to  our  caufr,  fix)ra 
an  apprehenfion  of  danger  xo  her  dominions  in  Sputh 
.America,  you  are  empowered  to  give  the  ftrongcft  af- 
furances,  that  that  crown  will  receive  no  moleftation 
from  rh^  United  States  in  the  poffeflion  of  thcfc  terri- 
tories." 

«  You  will  tranfmit  to  us,  the  moft  fpecdy  and  full 
.intelligencie  of  your  progrefs  in  the  bufmefs,  and  of  any 

other 
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Other  tranfadions  that  it  may  import  \xs  to  know.     You  »77^* 
are  defired  to  get  the  beft  and  earlicft  mformation  that 
you  poflibly  can,  of  any  negotiation  that  the  court  of ' 
London  may  be  carrying  on  for  obtaining  foreign  mer- 
cenaries to  be  fent  againft  thefe  ftates  the  next  cam- 
paign :  and  if  any  fuch  defign  is  in  agitation,  you  willv 
endeavour  to  prevail  with  the  court  of  France  to  exert 
its  influence,  in  the  moft  efFedhial  manner,  to  prevent' 
the  execution  of  fuch  defigns.     You  are  defired  to  ob- 
tain, as  early  as  pofTible,  a  public  acknowledgment  of 
the  independency  of  thefe  Hates  on  the  crown  and  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  by  the  court  of  France." 

^^  In  conduding  this  important  bufincfs,the  congrcfi 
have  the  greateft  confidence  in  your  addrefs,  abiUtics, 
vigilance,  and  attachment  to  the  intercfts  of  the  United 
States,  and  wifh  you  every  fuccefs.'* 
.  Though  it  has  not  been  already  mentioned,  yet  as  fiyr 
back  as  July,  the  cohgrefs  refufed  to  ratify  the  cartel 
fettled  between  gen.  Arnold  andcapt.  Fmrfitr  at  the  Cedars. 
They  declared  gen.  Arnold's  agreement  to  be  no  more 
than. a  fponfion,  fubjeft  to  be  ratified  or  annulled,  at 
their  difcretion,  he  not  being  invefted  with  powers  for 
the  difpofal  of  prifoners.n9t  in  his  pofleflion,  nor  under 
his  direcftion  :  and  refufed  IP  deliver  the  prifoners  to*bc 
returned  on  tlieir  part,*  till  the  Britifh  commander  in 
Canada  delivered  into  their  ha^s  the  authors  and  abct^ 
tors  of  the  murders  committed  on  ttic  American  pri- 
foners, and  made  indemnification  for  the  plunder  at  the 
Cedars,  taken  contrary  to  the  faith  of  die  capituktion. 
Thus  the  hoftages  have  been  left  in  Canada  unredeem- 
ed. Capt.  Sullivan  has  written  to  his  brother  the  gcne- 
r«J,  irom  Montreal,  Auguftthc  14th,  and  ^xprefled  his 
B  b  4  i^   fur|)rife 
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J77£.furprife  at  hearing  that  congrefs^  inflead  of  redeoming 
him  and  the  other  hoftages  according  to  the  cmel,  had 
denianded  capt.  Forfter  to  be  delivc/ed  up ;  and  de- 
clared in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  not  a  man  living 
couljd  have  ufed  more  humanity  than  capt.  Forftcr  didj 
after  the  furrender  of  the  party  to  which  he  bclong|ed. 
Such  gentlemen  of  the  army  as  fpcak  of  it  at  head 
quarters,  feem  to  wifh  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  rather 
than  difallpwed ;  and  the  .commander  in  chief  appears 

^^^  to  be  like  minded. 

I.  General  Mifflin  was  requefted  to  refume  the  office  of. 

quarter  mafter  general,  and  it  was  refolved,  that  his  rank 
and  pay  as  brigadier  fliould  be  continued.  Congreis 
deter];nined  upon  borrowing  five  millions  of  continental 
dpll^rs  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  States,  and  the  iaidi  of 
the  ftates  is  pledged  for  the  payment  of  principal  and 
intereft.  To  encourage  gentlemen  of  abifities,  to  en- 
gage as  concimiflion-officers  in  the  battalions  to  be  raifed, 
the  pay  from  the  colonel  to  the  enfign  is  to  be  increafed.- 
It  has  alfo  been  recommended  to  the  relpeftive  ftates, 
toufc  their  utmoft  endeavours,  that  all*  the  officers  to  be 
appointed,  be  men  of  honor  and  known  abilities,  with- 
out- a  particular  regard  to  their  having  before  been  in 
fervice. 
17.  Mr.  Duche  having  by  letter  informed  the  prudent 
that  the  ftate  of  his  health,  (probably  influenced  by  die^ 
bad  a^pe<5t  of  the  American  caufe)  and  his  paroclual 
duties  were  fuch,  as  obliged  him  to  decline  the  honor  c£ 
continuing  chaplain  to  congrefs,  they  relblved  that  the- 
prefident  return  the  thanks  of  th^  houfe,  for  the  devout 
and  acceptable  manner  in  which  he  difchargcd  his.  duty, 
during  the  time  heqificia^i  and  that  150  dofiass  4^. 
^  prcfentcd 
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prefcnted  to  him,  as  an  acknawkdgmcnt  of  ii«  fcmccs,  ^Tl^ 
In  about  a  fortnight  he  cxprcffcd  his  obligacibos  to  coo-^     •  - 
grefs  in  a  polite  letter,  and  requeftcd,  as  he  acccptt* 
their  appointment  from  motives  pcrfcftly^  difinterefttiii 
that  the  money  voted  bim,  mi^  be  appJied  to  the  f  e- 
lief  of  the  widows  and  children  of  ftich  of  rfie  Pimifyl*' 
vania  officers,  as  have  fallen  in  the  fervice  of  their  coun-r' 
try.     Several  French  officers  have  been  commiffioiM^:' 
the  chevalier  Matthias  Akads  Roche  dc  Fcrmay,  upon- 
applying  to  be  employed,  was  appointed  ^brigadier  gene-- 
ral.    Dr.  Franklin  failed  &r  France  >oo  idie  twenty*^  ^7* 
feventh. 

Congrefs  agreed  upo0  the  fcheme  of  a  tottery,  byi»ion 
which  they  mean  to  raife  a  fiim  of  money  for  de&iff/mg*  ^^ 
the  expences  of  the  next  campaign^    The  rcGmidngifanie 
vice  proving  very  unfuccefefot  thf y  refolvedi  tfaali  each:  tu 
ftate  be  at  liberty  to  dircft  thci|»  i^cwitirig  officewlnp 
inlift  their  men  either  for  the  war,  opiIAmtw  yeaiu  *  Thcs 
reduced  ftate  of  the  'army,  tx^tber  With  the  fucceffis.- 
and  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  put  conguefs  upon  ordsr* 
ing  the  prefident  to  write  to  th«  four  New  Enghmd  goti  i>cc* 
vernments,  and  reqi^eft.them  to  ufe;  their  iitnaoflriiiffu-    ?^  * 
ence  in  raifing  their  reSpc£ti:ft  quotas,  and  to  infttnr 
their  march  with  all  poffibk  diligence  to  the  pkcesJoC- 
rendezvous.     The  Maflfachufetts  a&mbly  hacve  ardcmf^ 
a  fourth  of  the  militaai  to  be  raiied.for  the  reinferosmentr 
of  the  army  to  the  lbiithwiH*d,  Bui  prapoftd  paying  s 
bounty  of  15I.  fterling  a  man,,  to  thcrfe  of  their  ft^ttT" 
who  will  inlift  for  tbrer  years,  or  during  theww.    This 
propolal  however  congrefe  co«S^  not  afKnt  to,  a»  it 
tended  to  excite  an  e3iptftattOtt'  ^  the  -feme  bouhtiy  ih' 
the  reft  of  the  troops^. . .  :-.•.*.  .;  i   • 

The 
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Wf'     The  probability  of  the  enemy's  advancing  to  PhUsL* 

lo.  dclphia,  induced  congrefs  to  direft  gen.  Putnam^  who 
was  ftationed  in  the  city,  immediately  to  parade  the 
fpvcral  recruits  and  other  continental  txoops  in  it,  and 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  make  the  proper  defences 
for  its  fecurity.  The  next  day,  they  recommended  to 
all  the  united  ftates  as  loon  as  poffible  to  appoint  a  day  of 
failing  and  humiliation.  It  is  left  to  each  ftatc .  to  ifliie* 
out  proclamations,   fixing  the  day  that  appears   moft 

it*  proper  within  its  own  bounds.  On  the  lath,  generals. 
.  ;  Pvitnam  and  Mifflin  being  called  to  a  conference,  and! 
having  by  ftrong  arguments  urged  the  neceflity  of  the 
•congrefs's  retiring,  it  was  thereupon  refolved  to  adjourn 
to  Baltimore  in  Maryland,  to  meet  on  the  loth  inftant; 
inafmueh  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy  had  rendered 
the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia  the  feat  of  war.  Till 
congrefe  fhould  otherwife  order,  gen.  Wafliington  was 
to  poffefs  full  power  to  direft  all  things  relative  to  the 
department,  and  the  operations  of  war. 

It  remains,  that  we  take  a  lurvey  of  what  has  been 
domg  to  the  northward,  and  under  gen.'  Gates. 

July  Toward  the  latter  end  of  July,  one  lieut.  Whitcomb,  * 
a  green  mountain  boy,  who  was  out  with  a  fcouting 
party,  was  guilty  of  a  moft  bafe,  and  villainous  a&ion, 
from  no  other  principle  than  a  defire  of  plunder. 
He  wanted  a  fword  and  a  watch;  and  in  order  to  fupply 
himfelf,  (hot  gen.  Gordon  as  he  was  riding  unarmed 
from  St.  John's  toward  Chamblee.  The  general  died  a 
few  days  after.  This,  as  wfis  natural,  raifed  the  rejfent^ 
ment  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  army.  It  is  pity,  that  he 
cpuld  not  have  been  delivered  up  inftandy  to  Sir  Guy  t 
but,  through  the  weaknefs  of  government  and  military  • 

difcij>line| 
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xiifi:ipline,  he  will  cfcapc  deferved  pumfliaient  '  Cot  t^jS; 
Beedle  and  major  Butterfidd,  ioftead  of  being  (hot  fas 
their  cowarjily  conduft  in  the  bufinefs  of  the.Ccdars,  am 
only  cafhiered,  and  rendered :  bcapabie  of  bearing  any 
commiflion  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Thf 
jiew  ^rt}cle3  of  war  agriced  upon  in  Septennber,  will  fub* 
je6t  men  to  xieferved  puniftimeijt  for  the  future. 

When  ge^.  Arnold  had  reached  Grpwn  Point  .with  tht 
army,  and  the  goods  he  had  brought  from  Montreal; 
^  which  he  was  careful  to  keep  \«rifh,  all  he.  cpi^d)  perfom 
foon  followed  with  invoices,  and  claimed  pjty  for  thenu 
Silks  and  other  valuable,  articles  w^e  nn^ing, ..  Geiu 
Arnold  uppi)  this  brought  cojr  Havens,  btforc  a  jcpmt 
jnartial,     fije  ,wa3  tried  on  a  charge,  that  tjie  pac^age^  ' 
iiad  been  pillaged,  and  the  gpod^.loft,  .thipugK  hi*.  IP* 
/ufing  to  take  care  o£  th<pm.     The ,  colpnel .  was.  honcfF* 
jibly  acquitted ;  but  fuch  wa^  the  behaviour  of  the  gcne^    -^ 
jral  before  the  ?ourt,  in.ch^engiiig  .civery  man..bf  theni, 
and  abufing  them   all,    that  jthey .  demanded  of  geru 
Gates  his  being  put  under  arrefi;    th«    moment    the 
demand  was  made,  gen.  Gates  thought  bimfelf  obliged 
to  a6t  diftatprially  and  to  diffolye  the.  court ;  that  (b  the.  - 
United  States  might  not  be  deprived  of  the  fervices  of 
one,  whom  he  viewed  as  an  excellent  oiEcer,  at  an  im- 
portant period,  when  they  were  much  waited.     The 
court  however  did  not  diflblve,  till  they  had  finilhed 
their  other  bufinefs,  and  given  judgment  j  ai>d  had  pre- 
pared the  account  of  the  trial,  and  put  it  in  the  way  to 
be  forwarded  to  gen.  Wafhington  or  the  congrefe.    Gatet 
had  fixed  upon  ArngJd  to  command  the  American  flceti 
to  be  oppofed  to  the  Bridfti,  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  ' 
j:herefore  would  pay  no  attention  to  any  charge^  brwgbt  ' 

ag^inft 
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i77^*againft  him.  Col.  Brown  complained  of  hint,  -for  ac^ 
3.  '*  cufing  him  of  plundering  the  officers  bsiggage  taken  at 
Sorel  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitulation^  and  pray- 
ed that  he  might  be  put  under  arrcft  and  brought  to 
trial ;  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe.  The  command  ^. 
which  Arnold  was  deftined,  fuperfeded  all  other  confik 
derations  for  the  prefent.       . 

The  utmoft  efforts  were  made  on  the  fide  of  Canada 
by  the  Britilh,  for  obtaining  a  fuperiority  on  the  -  lake, 
and  for  the  redu6tion  of  Tycorideroga  and  MoHiit  In^- 
dependence.  A  fleet  of  above  thirty  fighting  veflfels,  xif 
different  kinds  and  fizes,  had  been  litde  Ids  than^  ere* 
atfed  5  though  a  few  of  the  largeft  were  re-conftru£tiond| 
haying  been  firit  framed  in  Great  Britain,  then  taken  to 
pieces  and  fent  over.  Add  to  this,  that  a  gonddla 
weighing  thirty  tons,  with  above  four  hundred  batteaus> 
had  been  dr^ged  up  the  rapids  near  Chamblec.  The 
objeds  in  view  were  anfwerable  to  all  thefpi  qtertions^ 
Jf  the  royal  army  under  Sir  Guy  Carleton  could  han* 
forced  their  way  down  to,  and  pof&fled  themfelyes  i^ 
Albany  before  the  fcyerity  of  the  winter  fet  iri;  th6 
northern  ftates  would  have  been  expofed,  in  their  moft 
defencelcfs  parts,  and  have  had  their  communication 
with  the  fouthern  cut  off,  while  one  between  general* 
Carleton  and  Howe  would  have  been  efbiblilhcd  j  and 
thus  Carleton's  army  would  have  had  a  principal  fhare  lA 
the  honor  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  fpeedy  conclufidri.  ■  ' 
The  Americans  had  not  equal  advantages  with  thft 
Britilh  for  the  conftrudion  of  vefTel?.  They  laborM 
under  immerife  difficulties;  and  had  to  bring  fhip-buildfirs, 
artillery,  and  mofl  of  tKe  materials  fof  a  naval  eiHuipi*- 
ment  from  a  great  diflancc.    But  by  an  afTiduJty,  per- 

feverance 
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feverance  and  fpirit,  which  did  not  fall  Ihort  of  what  was  »17^ 
employed  againft  thtm,  they  had  by  the  iSth  of'Au- 
guft  at  Ctown  Point,  i  floopi;  3  fchooners,  and  5  gon* 
dolas,    carrying  55  guns,   twelve,  nine,   fix  and  fout 
pounders,  befide  70  fwivels,  and  395  men;  and  com- 
pletely fitted  for  aftioh.    With  fomc  or  all  of  thefe  gen* 
Arnold  failed  down  the  lake  to  reconnoitre  and  gain  in- 
telligence.    He  wrote  to  gen.  Gates,  "This  nwrniin^  i^ 
at  one  o'clock,  Antoine  Geroufe  (his  real  name  wasGfc- 
rard)  a  Frenchman,  whom  I  fent  to  St,  John*s,  retum-i 
cd,  and  gives  the  following  account,  vie.  that.at  Xfleaux 
Nofx  there  are  three  thoufand  troops  encamped,  and 
forty  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  on  their  line^-^at  St, 
John's  three  thoufand  mea«',0oe  hundred  and  fifty  bat- 
teaus,  and  he  was  told  that  two  hundred  were  at  Cham- 
blee— that  tWo  fchooners  are  completed  and  manned^  ' 
one  mounting  twelve  and' the  other  fourteen  lattfi  twelve 
pounders— fmall  veffels  on  the  ftocks  to  cany  three  guns 
each — one  gondola  taken  from  us,  and  three  new  ones  , 
built,   thefe  to  mount  three  guni  each— a  number  dT 
flat-bottomed  boats  to  carry  one  gun  each,  juid  a  float- 
ing battery  with  two  ma&s  nearly  done,  to  carry  twenty- 
four  eighteen  pounders  and  two  toortars.    He  iniaginei 
the  whole  will  be  completed  in  a  fortnight.    I  think 
him  placed  as  a  fpy  on  us ;  h^ve  fent  him  to  you  td  bQ 
difpofed  of  as  ycu  think  propc^•    From  die  accounts'  of 
the  two  men,  who  have  viewed  Ifle  aux  Noix,  the  ac- 
count of  this  Frenchman  muft  be  feUe,  and  a  ftory 
formed  for  hini  by  the  Englifh  ofGeers."    The  po« 
Frenchman  was  put  in  irons,  andr  fent  to  Albany.     The 
two  men  never  went  to  the  ifle,  biSt-  made  up  a  ftory  to 
fcrecn  their  own  bdenefs:  acl&fe  and  feparatg/Mami;. 

uation 
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J»77^  nation  of  them  ihight  have  detcftcd  the  impofitionV 
When  by  their  unremitting  induftry  thfe  Britifh  entered 
the  lake  about  the  ti-me  the  Frenchman  conjeftured,  the 
fleet  confifted  of  the  ftiip  Inflexible,  which  had  been  re- 
conftrudted  at  Sti  John's,  from  whence  fhe  failed,  iiv 
twenty-eight  days  after  laying  her  keel,  and  mounted 
with  1 8  twelve  pounders  -, — the  Maria  fchoonefr  mount- 
ing 14  fix  pounders s— the  Carlcton    12   ditto; — the 
Thunderer,  a  flat-bottomed  radeau,  carryipg  6  twenty- 
four  pounders,  and  6  twelve,  befide  2  howitzers  i— -Ibme 
gondolas>  one  having  7  nine  pounders  ;*— twenty  gun 
boats,  carrying  each  a  brafs  field  piece,  from  9  te  24 
pounders,    and  fome  with  howitzers ;-— and  fotftr  k)hg 
boats  with  each  a  carriage  gun,  ferving  as  armed  ten- 
ders* Thefe  were  all  defigned  for,  or  appertained- to  bat- 
tle, and  were  attended  with  a  vaft  number  of  vcjQfclsy 
batteaus  and  boats,  defl:ined  for  the  tranfportation  of  the 
army>  with  its  ftores,  artillery^  baggage  and  provifions, 
The  armamerit  was  conduced  by  capt.  Pringley  and  th& 
fleet  navigated  by  about  700  prime  feamen^  of  whom 
200  were  volunteers  from  the  tranfports^  who  boldly  and 
freely  partook  with  the  others  in  the  danger  of  the  ex- 
pedition*    The  guns  were  worked  by  detachments  from 
the  corps  of  artillery.     The  equipment  was  well-  ap- 
pointed and  amply  furnifhed  with  every  thing  necelTary,    ■ 

The  Americans  went  on  with  the  greateft  poflible  dif- 
patch,  and,  before  any  aftion  could  commence,  had 
reinforced  gen.  Arnold  with  a  cutter,  j.  gallies,  arid  3 
gondolas,  carrying  from  4  to  18  pounders.  The  Amte- 
rican  force  was  in  no  degree  equal  to  the  Britifh,  either 
as  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  veflels,  the  number  of  gunsi 
the  weight  of  metal,  or  other  furniture  of  war..    Gen* 

3  AriK^d 
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Arnold  had  only  two  fcho^ncrs  with  himj  and  ia  but  s<ri^ 
i;5  v^ffels,  when  Sir  Guy  Carktm  proceeded  up  the  lakc^ 
and  found  him  forming  a  jdrong  line^  to  defend  the  pa£* 
fage  between  Valicour  Ifland  and  the  weftem  main.  A 
warm  adtion  enlued,  and  was  vigoroufly  fupported  on  Od. 
both  fides  for  fome  hours  i  but  the  wind  being  unfavor<;«  ''* 
^ble,  the  Inflexible^  with  fome  other  veflTek  of  force, 
could  not  be  worked  up,  fo  that  the  weight  erf*  the  ac- 
tion fell  upon  the  fchooner  Carleton  and  the  gun  Jboati^ 
which  (fay  the  Britilh)  they  fuftained  with  the  greateft 
iirminefs,  men  and  officers  difplaying  iuch  extraordinary 
cflTorts  of  refolution  ^  merited  and  received  the  higheft 
applaufe  from  their  commanders.  The  Americans 
therefore  could  not  have  been  deficient  in  their  exerti- 
onS)  but  mud  be  entided  to  a  proportionable  fhare  of 
praife  for  havihg  made  fuch  a  formidable  refiftance. 
Gen.  Waterbury  fought  moft  intrepidly,  walking  upon  the 
quarter  deck  the  whole  time  j  all  his  officers  were  killed 
or  wounded,  excepting  a  lieutenant,  and  the  captain  of 
the  marines. 

The  continuance  of  the  impediments,  which  pre- 
vented the  Carleton  and  the  gun  boats  bemg  feconded 
by  the  Inflexible  and  other  veffels,  induced  capt.  Pringlc, 
with  the  approbation  of  Sir  Guy,  to  withdraw  thofe  that 
were  engaged  from  the  aftion.  Two  of  their  gondolas 
were  funk,  and  one  blown  up  with  6q  men.  The  Ame* 
ricans  had  a  fchooner  burnt,  and  a  gondola  funk*.  Being 
now  fenfible  of  their  inferiority,  they  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  the  night  for  attempting  an  efcape*  Gen.  Ar- 
nold executed  his  defign  with  ability,  and  they  were  out 
of  fight  by  next  morning.  But  the  chace  was  continu* 
cd,  and  one  gondola  taken  on  the  twelfths    The  reft 
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1776.  were  overtaken,  and  brought  to  a£tion,  a  few  leagoei 
^^^  Ihort  of  Crown  Point,  about  noon  on  the  thirteenth.-  A 
warm  engagement  followed.  The  Wafhingtonr  galley, 
commanded  by  gen.  Waterbury,  had  been  fb  fhattered^ 
and  had  fo  many  killed  and  wounded  in  thcfirfl:  a&ioo^ 
that  Ihe  ftruck  after  receiving  a  few  broad-fides^  The 
Congrefs  galley  was  attacked  by  the  Inflexible  and  At 
two  fchooners,  two  under  her  ftern,  and  one  on  her  broad* 
fide,  within  mufket  flict*  The  Britifh  kept  up  an  in* 
ceffant  fire  on  the  Americans  for  four  hours,  with  loiind 
and  grape  ftiot,  which  was  returned  as  brifldy.  Geil. 
Arnold  was.  determined,  that  his  people  fiiould  not  h^ 
come  prifoners,  nor  the  veflcls  a  prey  to  the  enemy. 
He  covered  the  retreat  of  the  few  which  efcaped,  at  the- 
ctpence  of  one  third  of  his  crew ;  and  then  with  equal 
reiblution  and  dexterity,  ran  the  Congrefs  galley  in  which 
he  was,  with  four  gondolas,  on  ftiore  in  fuch  a  maAntr, 
as  to  land  his  men  fafely  and  blow  up  the  veflei^  m 
fpite  of  every  effort  to  prevent  both*  Ofiiccrs  and  mtM 
behaved  with  the  utmofl  gallantry.  Some  ve&b;  whet 
they  had  \o^  all  their  officers,  continued  ^hting^  for 
the.  crews  refufcd  to  yield  but  with  their  lives.  The 
Americans  glory  in  gen.  Arnold's  bravery  thou^  tm^ 
fuccefsful,  and  much  in  the  dangerous  attention  he  pud 
to  a  nice  piece  of  honor,  in  keeping  his  flag  flyingy  and 
not  quitting  his  galley,  till  fhe  was  in  flame;^  hUt  die 
enemy  Ihould  have  boarded  her  and  ftruck  it.  Tie 
American  fleet  confifls  now  of  only  2  gsffies,  2  ich<M»Mlt^ 
I  floop,  and  i  gondola,  for  the  eighth  is  mi 

But  though  gen.  Arnold's  bravery  is  h^^ily, 
cd,  he  is  thought  by  many  to  have  been  •  gmity  ^f  a 
overfight,  in  not  having  ftationcd  hii-  flfcoc-juft 
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Split  Rock  *,  about  35  miks  from  Ty,  fo  as  to)iave*77fi* 
brought  the  guns  of  every  one  of  his  veffels  to  have 
borne  upon  the  Britifb,   as  they  Ihould  have  paflcd 
through  fingiy,  which  they  nnwft  have  done,  frcmi  the 
narrownefs  of  the  channel  at  that  place. 

On  Monday  morning  the  wind  canie  about,  and  bl?w  14. 
freih,  after  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  got  in,    and  fo 
continued  for  eight  days,  and  prevented  the  enemy's 
coming  up  the  lake  to  Ty.     Within  that  period,  the 
Americans  made  carriages  for  forty-feven  or  more  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  mounted  tl]i^m ;  finiiked  and  ftrength*^ 
ened  their  works  i  furrounded  their  redoubts  with  ab- 
batisj  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement,  and  ac- 
quired a  preparednefs  for  defence  in  every  quarter.  Could 
the  enemy  have  proceeded  immediately  on  the  Mondav 
to  Tyeonderoga,  they  muft  have  fucceeded*     You  will 
be  enteruined  with  fome  fprighdy  letters  written  by  an 
officer,  at  the  moment,  and  upon  the  Ipot,  to  thcdaugh* 
ter  of  a  next  door  neighbour}  take  the  copies  of  them^  - 
and  judge  who  it  is  that  faves  the  Americans  from  im- 
pending ruin.    "  Tyeonderoga.  the  twentieth  of  Odober,  ^^^ 
fix  o'clock — The  returns  of  the  fhattcred  remains  of 
our  fleet  foon  let  U5  know  the  worft.-— A  fine  ftory  l 
after  all  the  pompous  accounts  of  your  naval  fuperio- 
rity.— Fine  as  it  is,  Jenny,  it  is  true.— However  we  did 
all  that  men  could  do,  in  the  dme  and  with  the  advan- 
tages   we    had,— C^n  our  country  expedfc  more  ? — I 
would  not  have  you  think  we  ^e  defeated  however.  Th^ 
fleet  was  ftrong,  but  our  polls  are  much  ftronger.— Tha 
enemy  may  give  us  another  defeat— but  it  will  coft 

*  It  is  known  in  the  ndghbonrhood  by  thd  name  of  Split,  Rook 
only,  though  generally  put  down  in  the  mapt  Cloven  Rod^. 

Vol.  II.  C  c  '        them 
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« 77*- them  dear.— We  cxpe6t  an  attack  every  moment.— I 
have  been  up  thefe  two  hours,  and  through  the  guards 
and  pofts-— to  fee  them  alert  and  vigilant.  We  will  en- 
deavour not  to  be  furprifed.— The  attack  whenever  it 
comes  will  be  furious,  and  the  defence  obftinate,  cruelly 
obftinate. — ^We  are  bufy  in  making  every  preparation 
for  the  moft  efFeftual  fecurity  of  our  pofts — iuid  ifhall  in 
two  or  three  days  more,  have  little  to  fear- from  an  af- 
fault."  "  Ty — Oft.  21,  1776.  The  fear  is  now  paft, 
Jenny,  but  not  the  hurry. — Heaven  has  been  pleafi^  to 
•give  us  a  foutherly  wind  for  almoft  the  whole  week  paft 
•—this  has  allowed  us  time  for  a  very  confiderable  pre- 
paration. We  would  now  gladly  be  attacked-^in  two 
or  three  more  days;  The  enemy  are  at  Crown  Point, 
and  we  expeft  that  they  may  fancy  this  ground  in  a  day 
or  two  ;  they  muft  pay  a  great  price  for  it  however,  as 
oa.  we  value  it  highly."  "  Ty — Oft.  27.  If  we  arc  not 
^'^'  attajcked  within  fix  days,  gen.  Carleton  deferves  6>  be 
V  hanged. — We  expeft  him  indeed  every  morning.— We 
have  been  favored  with  a  ftrong  foutherly  wind,  alnioft 
conftantly  fmce  the  defeat  of  the  fleet — and  arc  now  rr^- 
/^.-*-The  enemy  have  forfaken  us — I  am  not  fony  in- 
deed, Jenny. — ^We  fliould  have  been  much  at  a  lols  had 
they  inverted  us. — An  attack  we  were  prepared  for,  but 
they  muft  have  been  madmen,  to  rifque  their  sdl  on 
the  event  of  a  day,  when  a  few  weeks  perfeverancc  Would 
have  given  them  all  they  could  wifh. — How  much  is 
gained  by  chance,  or  as  the  doftor  will  call  it.  Provi- 
dence.— They  did  not  happen  to  know  our  fituation, 
but  fuppofed  wd  muft  be  internaUyy  what  our  external 
appearance  (formidable  enough)  pronounced  us,   apd 
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U'hat  they,  t^th  our  advantages,  would  have  bten.-i— l^ro-  i^^L 
vidence  indeed,  has  once  more  faved  tis  !*' 

General  Gafes  was  about  ii^bbo  ftrohg,   when  ih6 
enemy  was  at  Crown  Pomt '  Moft  of  the  ril(Jtt  were*ef- 
feftive,  many  of  the  ttDops  haVirig  ^ecovereid. "  For  {(Stnt 
days  after  gen.  Arnold's  dtkinti  Gates  had  5hiy  two  ton 
of  powder,  and  when  ht  hid  received  a  fupplyj  no  more 
than  eight.      It  has  bien  thought^  from  irtfolrmatioh 
gained  fmce,  that  the  enemy  fent  one  of  their  enghteersy 
difguifed  like  a  'coUiitryrtian,  into  th6  Americati  campi 
as  a  fpy ;  'and  that  after  two  or  three  hours:  he  return- 
ed; and'by  his  reports  niight  oceafion  their  going  off 
the  next  day.     The  diy  they  went  off,  Mr*  Ykriceyi 
the  commiffary  general,  had  no  flpur  in  ftsire  for  -the  - 
army.     Gen.  Gates  fent  him  out  of  the  way,  that  as  he 
had  no  flour  to  deliver  out^   the  men  might  be  kept       , 
eafy,  under  the  notion  of  there  being  eftough  in  the  ftorei 
and  upon  the  plea  that  they  ftiould  be  fupplied  on  his 
fpeedy  return,  but  that  it  would- not  do  •  to 'break -open     ' 
the  doors.     The  commiffary  had  not  even  a  barrel  under 
his  care.     The  Yorkers,   chiefly  of  Dutch  extraction, 
inhabiting  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Geofg^^  declined 
croffing  it  with  the  fupplies  defigned   forthe  army, 
through  fear  of  the  Indians.      This  fear  hpwcver  was  . 
needlefs;  for  gen.  Carleton^  while  he  allowed  them*  to  •• 
take  prifoners,  laid  them  under  ftrift  refl:raints  not  to 
kill  and  fcalp.     When  he  found  he  could  not  keep  them 
.  from  fcalping,  he  afted  with  dignity,  and  difmiffed  every 
one  of  them,  faying,  he  would  rather  forego  all  the  ad-  ; 
vantac>-e  of  their  affiftance,  than  make  war  an  fa  cruel  a 
manner.     This  conduft  reflefts  great  honor  tipon  hii 
charaftcf,  as  the  gentleman  and  the  fiddien     The  day 

C  c'  2  Sir 
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*77^  Sir  Guy  withdrew  from  Crown  Point,  Gates,  upon  being. 
aflured  of  the  faft,  inftantly  difniifled  the  militia,  with. 
thanks  for  their  fervice,  which  he  wiftied  not  to  prolong 
^or  he  had  no  provifipn  for  them,  l^w  near  a  week 
after,  the  army  had  but  a  daily  fupply  of  bctwcca  fto 
?nd  JO  barrels  by  land  from  Benwngton. 

General  Carlctonj  before  he  ^K»nmenced  his  operatic 
ons  on  the  lake,  had  prudently  fhippe^  off  the  An^ricaii 
officers  (made  prifoncrs  in  Canada)  for  New  ^i^laadj 
fupplying  them  at  the  fame  time  with  every  thing-  re-i 
quifite  to  render  their  voyage  cpncifortable.  The  o^er 
prifoners,  amounting  to  about  800,  were  returf«4  stlfii 
by  a  flag,  after  being  obliged  to  take  an  Q^th  |K)t  tQ 
ferve  during  the  war,  unlefe  exchanged:  many  eC^^ 
being  almoft  naked.  Sir  Guy  clothed,  out;  of  coxjRpiC^, 
(ion.  By  his  tendernefs  and  hum^.ity,  H^  h^  g^iofi^ 
the  afFeftions  of  thofe  Anriericans,  who  ha^  ^^lUcn  intfii 
his  hands ;  and  has  done  more  toward  fubduing  thQ  reft 
than  ever  could  have  been  effefted  by  the  g^reaiieft  cruel- 
ties. 

.  The  only  danger  to  be  guarded  agajnft  by  the  Ame- 
ricans at  Ty  and  the  neighbouring  pofts^  is,  gen.  Cvte^ 
ton's  attempting  to  poflfefs  himfelf  of  them,  when  Lake 
Chan)plain  fhall  be  frozen  over,  fo  as  to  be  capabk  of 
bearing  horie^,  which  probaUy  will  not  be.  till  the  middle 
of  January-  The  troops  occupying  thefe  y6&&  will  noi 
tarry  longer  than  to  the  end  of  the  year :  before  that 
there  is  time  enough  to  procure  a  fufficient  (brcc  from 
the  MafTachufetts,  Connefticut  and  New  Hampdiiro,  to 
defend  them.  And  if  the  weeks,  between  Sir  Guy's  re- 
turning to  Canada  and  the  frofl's  fettingin  fo  as  to  fulpenc} 
all  operations,  are  duly  improved,  fomething  €onIider- 

able 
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able  may  be  wrought  toward  fccuring  the  entrance  into '77*^ 
the  northern  ftates.  During  the  fummer  feafon,  a  road 
has  been  cut  through  the  woods,  for  fome  miles,  leading 
to  Mount  IridepfendefiCc,  ind  commgnicatilig  with  the 
one  leading  to  Hubbardton,  fo  that  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween that  poft  and.the  northern  ftates  can  be  carried  on 
by  land.  Without  cbming  cither  through  Lake  George, 
or  by  water  from  Skeenfborough.  That  the  road  is  . 
horribly  bad  for  carriages  and  horfes  in  many  places,  btit 
not  impaifable,  my  own  experience  convinces  mc.  Xeam$ 
have  travelled  them  with  heavy  loads,  though  not  withr 
out  ropes  faftened  to  each  fide,  and  then  i^tfendkig  to 
keep  them  from  fallmg  ovcJr,  through  the  ufievcnncfs  of 
the  ground.  But  it  is  aftoniliuiig,  that  loacts  of  tthU 
poles  fhould  be  iient.fcores  of  miles  to  p^  through 
thefe  woods  to  the  Anmcricah  camp,  inftead  of  being 
ordered  to  be  cut  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  A^rc  wai 
little  other  than  woodl^d.  By  fome  ftrange  fatality,  of 
folly,  the  Americans  conduct  their  bufihefs  in  a  mort 
cxpenfive  way,  whereas  they  ought  to  exercife  the  greateft 
oeconomy  practicable  without  iiyuring  Ac  common 
caufe.  If  the  fate  of  war  depends  u|>on  the  expenditure, 
of  money,  and  the  ability  of  the  parties  to  contmiie  th^ 
expences,  the  United  States  muft  be  a-ground  much 
fooner  than  Great  Britain,  lAiIefi  the  latter  praflifes  an4  ' 
continues  an  equal  degree  of  extravagance  ahdprofufion. 
Mr.  James  Lovell,  who  has  at  lengtR  fcdovered  hii 
liberty  by  an  exchange,  was  chofch,  ttti  dift  ago,  by 
the  Maffachufctts  general  court,  one  of  tTieif  dcfegates  tO 
congrcfs,  *  ' 

Co  ;j  L  E'T- 
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J^oxhury^  April  j6,  1777* 

1776.  T    ET  the  prefent  letter  begin  with  mentioning,  that; 

r*— ^  the  reprefentatives  of  the  frecnnen  of  the  ftatc  of 

North  Carolina,  elefted  and  chofen  for  that  purpofe, 

aflembled  in  congrefs  at  Halifax,  and  after  a  third  read- 

j)cc   ^^S>  ratified  their  form  of  government,  with  a  declara-f 

\^,    tion.of  rights  prefixed,  Qn  the  i8th  of  l^ft  December. 

When  gen,  Wafhington  retreated,  with  a  handfiilof 
men  acrofs  the  Delaware,  he  trembled  for  the  fate  of 
America^  which  nothing  but  the  infatuation  of  the  enemy 
could  have  faved  *.  Though  they  miffed  the  boats  with 
which  they  expe(3:ed  to  follow  him  immediately  into 
Pennfylvania,  yet  Trenton  and  the  neighbourhood  coul4 
have  fupplied  them  with  materials,  which  induftry  might 
have  foon  conftrufted  into  fufKcient  conveniencies  for  the 
tranfportation  of  the  trqops,  oyer  a  fmpoth  river^  apd 
of  no  great  extent  in  fome  places,  But  they  were  put 
into  cantonments  for  the  prefent,  forming  an  pxtenfiv? 
chain  from  Brunfwick  to  the  Delaware,  and  down  th? 
^anks  of  the  Delaware  for  feveral  mile§,  fo  as  to  fom- 
pcfe  a  front  at  the  end  of  the  line,  which  looked  ovej" 
(o  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Merfereau  was  employed  by  the 
j/Vmeri'can  general  tQ  gain  intelligence^  and  provided  ^ 

t  The  general's  wof ds  in  his  own  letter, 
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fimple  youth*,  whofe. apparent  defeftivenefs  m  abilities *7,7f« 
prevented  all  fufpicion,  but  whofe  fidelity  arid  attention, 
with  the  capacities  he  poffeffed,  conftituted  him  an  ex-    ^ 
cellent  fpy :  he  paffed  from  place  to  pkci,  mixed  with    ^ 
the  foldiers,  and  having  performed  his  bufinefs,  returned 
with  an  account  where  they  were  cantoned,  and  in  what 
numbers.     Gen.  Fermoy  was  appointed  to  receive,  and 
communicate   the  information  to  the   commander  in 
chief:  upon  the  receipt  pf  it,  he  cried  out,  **  Now  is  \ 
our  time  to  clip  their  wings  while  they  are  fo  fpread."  i 
But  before  an  attempt. could  be  made  with  a  defirablc 
prolpeft  of  fuccefs,  gen.  Wafhington  was  almoft  ready  »'• 
to  defpair,  while  he  contemplated  the  probable  date  of 
his  own  troops  within  the  qompafs  of  .ten  days.    He 
could  not  count  upon  thofe  whofe  time  expired  the  firft 
of  January :  and  expe6ted>  that  as  foon  as  the  ice  was 
form^ed,  the  enemy  would  pals  the  Delaware.     He  found 
his  numbers  on  inquiry  lefs  than  he  had  any  conception 
of  i  and  while  he  comnninicated  the  fa£t,  thus  chai^d 
his  confidant-— ?*'  Tor  heaven's  fake  keep  this  to  your- 
felf,  as  the  difcovery  of  it  may  prove  fatal  to  us."    Col.. 
Reed  wrote  the  next  day  from  Briftol,  and  propofed  to    \ 
the  general  the  making  of  a  diverfion,   or  fomething    \ 
more  at  or  about  Trenton,  and  proceeded  to  fay,  ^*  If    ; 
we  could  ppffefs  ourfelves  again  of  New  Jerfey,  or  any     ■ 
confiderable  part,  the  effect  would  be  greater  than  if  we 
had  not  left  it.     Allow  me  tp  hppe,  that  ypu  will  confult 
your  own  good  judgment  and  fpirit,  and  let  not  the 
goodnefs  of  your  heart  fubje6t  you  to  the  influence  of 

♦  After  having  been  employed  fome  time  in  firiiilar  fervices,  the 
^ncmy  grew  fufpicious  of  him»  and  upon  that,  without  pVoof,  put 
14m  into  prifon,  where  he,  was  ftary$d  tp  deaths  * 

C  c  4  the 
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» 77*  the  opinions  of  men  in  every  re(jpcd  your  inferiors. 
Something  muft  be  attennptcd  before  the  fixty  days  «• 
pire  which  the  commlflioncrs  have  allowed  5— for>  how- 
ever many  may  afFeft  to  defpife  it,  it  is  evident  a.vcry 
ferious  attention  is  paid  to  it :  and  I  am  confident^  that 
unlefs  fome  more  favorable  appearance  attends  our  arms 
and  c^ufe  before  that  time,  a  very  great  number  of  the 
militia  officers  here,  will  follow  the  example  of  Jcrfey, 
and  take  benefit  from  it.  Our  caufe  is  defpcratc  and 
hopelefs,  if  we  do  not  ftrike  fome  ftroke.  Our  afiairp 
are  haftening  apace  to  ruin,  if  we  do  not  retrieve  them 
by  fome  happy  event.  Delay  with  us,  is  near  €qu9l  to 
a  total  defeat.  We  muft  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  Itdted 
into  fecurity  and  inaftivity>  becaufc  the  enemy  does  not 
crofs  the  river.  The  love  of  my  country,  a  wife  [for* 
mcrly  mifs  De  Bcrdt]  and  four  children  in  the  enem/i 
hands,  the  refpedt  and  attachment  I  hay«  to  you,  the 
ruin  and  poverty  that  muft  attend  me  and  thouiands  of 
others,  will  plead  my  excufe  fo/  fo  much  freedom." 

Pec.  The  general  on  the  ajd  anfwered,  ^*  Neceffity,  dire 
^*  neceffity  will^nay,  muft  juftify  any  attempt.  Prepare^ 
and  in  concert  with  Griffin,  attack  a$  many  pofts  as  you 
'  poffibly  C2^n  with  a  profpe£t  of  fucccfs,  I  have  now 
ample  teftimpny  of  the  enemy's  intentions  to  attack 
Philadelphia,  as  foon  as  the  ice  will  afibrd  thq  means  of 
conveyance.  Our  men  are  to  be  provided  with  thrw 
days  provifion,  ready  cooked,  with  which  and  their 
blankets  they  are  to  march.  One  hour  before  day  ia 
the  time  fixed  upon  for  our  attempt  on  Trclntoa.  If 
we  are  fuccefsfyl,  which  Heaven  grant  I  and  other  cir^ 
cumftances  favor,  we  nmay  pufli  on.  I  ftall  dircfl;  cvcty 
fer7  and  ford  to  be  w^ell  guard«d|.  wdaoft  aiwKfiifii, 

ftred 
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fcrcd  to  pais  without  an  officer's  going  ddlem  mtli  the  ^U^ 
permit," 

The  origin  of  tile  prdEent  diftkds  wis  ftaced  in  n  letter 
of  the  fame  dat:e>  fn»n  a  member  -of  oongrds  5to  hi$^ 
friend,  in  thefe  words,  **  The  califea  of  our  prefent  un*' 
happy  fituation  have  long  been  known:  ihe  conft^- 
quences  of  them  were  oft«n  fofetpld>  and  die  meaHmft 
execrated  by  fome  of  the  bcft  fiiefads  of  America  j  but 
an  obltinate  partiality  (in  the  New  England  delegate^ 
to  the  habits  and  cuftoms  of  one  part  of  this  cohtixient; 
has  predominated  in  the  public  councils^'  and  too  little  , 

attention  has  been  paid  to  others.  It  has  been  my  fate 
to  m^e  an  inefFeAual  oppofition  to  all  fbort  inlifhnent^^ 
to  colonial  appointments  0[  oS^wts^  and  other  me^wea 
pregnant  with  mifchiefs;  but  diefe  things  ddier  fmicd 
the  genixxs  and  halKts>  or  fquared  with  the  tnterefts  dT 
fome  ftates,  that  had  fufficient  influence  to  prei;^  and 
nothing  is  now  left  but  to  es^cate  ourfdvts  from  dif^ 
faculties  as  well  as  we  can/* 

Colonel  Griffin,  unacquwited  bodl^th  ^  plan,  and 
tlie  time  for  attacdcing  Trenttm,  arofled  over  from  Phi- 
ladelphia into  die  Jerfeys*  unknown  tx>  gen,  Wz&kmg^ 
ton,  and  being  jdncd  w?th  ft  few  of  the  Jerfey  militia, 
proceeded  to  Mount  HoUy,  which  .induced  coL  Donop 
to  quit  Bordentown)  be  returned  howevct  to  his  ftatioti  '  / 
before  the  attack  upon  coL  RalL  Tbe  oonmander- m 
chief  wQuU;  have  coBDpiehenfiQd  in  hia  pkNa>  a  diverfioo 
for  count  Donop  by  gc«.  Putnam :  but;  die  latter  gav9 
fuch  a  reprefentatioii  of  the  miM^^  ^  the  cqn&fion 
that  prevailed,  awi  of  his  appceho^fioaa  of  ap  infiwcc- 
tion  in  Philade^oht^  in.  caft  of  hAsabfencc^  that,  it  was  ^ 
Ud  a&de,^  The. i^eftioa  4q$  mdirpciidflP^  kad.beca  j 

carried  ' 
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^tTi^  carried  in  Pcnnfylvania  by  a  great  majority ;  but  that 

did  not  Icflen  the  bitterncfs  of  thofe  who  oppoled  it^, 

^    among  whom  were  moft  of  the  quakers.     Thcfe  coa- 

'    Icfccd  with  the  royalifts  of  other  denominations^  and 

;    compofed  fo  formidable  a  party  in  the  city,  that. it  wa$ 

dangerous,  in  the  prefent  crifis,  to  withdraw  the  militia 

fcrving  in  it  on  the  fide  of  the  American  caufe. 

The  plan  was  to  have  crofled  the  Delaware  in  three 
divifions — one  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Briftolj  which 
mifcarried  by  a  ftrange  inattention  to  the  tide  and  ftatc 
of  the  river,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  hories  and 
cannon  to  land  on  the  Jerfey  fhore,  through  the  heaps 
of  ice  caft  upon  it  with  the  change  of  the  tide<p-^,ie* 
cond,  at  Trenton  ferry,  under  gen.  Erwingj  but-the  .■ 
quantity  of  ice  was  (b  great,  that  though  he  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  efFeft  it,  he  could  not  get  over;   , 
and  finding  it  impoffible  to  embark  his  artillery,  he  was 
obliged  to  defift— the  third  and  principal  was  commanded 
by  gen.  Waftiington,  affifted  by  generals  Sullivan  and 
Greene,  and  col.  Knox  of  the  artillery.     It  was  meant 
to  attack  early  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  from-  the 
luppofition,  that  the  feftivity  of  the  preceding  day  would 
make  furprife  more  eafy,  and  conqueft  more  certain. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  gen.  Wafhington  orders 
the  troops,  which  are  about  2400,  to  parade  at  the  back 
of  M^Kenky's  Ferry,  that  they  may  begin  to  crols  as 
foon  as  it  is  grows  dark ;  for  he .  imagines  that.he  fhall 
throw  them  all  over,  with  the  neceflary  artillery  by 
twelve  o'clock,  and  arrive  at  Trenton  nine  miles  bekiw, 
by  five.  The  quantity  of  ice  made  in  the  nighty  im- 
pedes the  boats,  and  it  is  three  before  the  artillery  gets* 
pver,  and  near  four  before  the  troops  take,  i^  theic  line: 
'  ^  of 
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of  march,  which  makes  the  general  .dcljpair  of  fuiprifing  *J7*f 
tjie  town,  as  they  cannot  reach  it  before. full  day4>reak^   . 
but  as  there  is  no  making  a  retreat  wthout.bcing^^- 
covered  and  harafled,  he  determines  to  .pufh  on  a(;  all. 
events.     Col.  Rail  has  received  information  of  anjnr 
tended  attack,  and  that  the  25th  M  night  is.  thought  x»    . 
be  the  time  fixed  upon.    His  men  are  paraded,  and-hik.  - 
picket  is  looking  out  for  it. .  Capt.  Waflxington*,  com*  I 
manding  a  fcputing  party  of  about  50  foot  foldiers,  has ,  \ 
been  in  the  Jerfeys  about  three  days  without.  effc6tiiig  ,     ^ 
^ny  e:^ploit.    He  therefore  concludes  upon  marching, 
toward  Trenton ;  advances^  and  attacks  tlje  ,pick^   He^ 
exchanges  a  few  fhot,  .and  then  retr^.    As  he  is 
making  for  the  Delaware.on  his  return  to  Pennfylvanuy 
he  meets  with  gen..Wafliington's  troops:  conjefturic^.l'Bc. 
their  defign,  he  is  diftreffed  with,  an .  apprchcnfion  dial  j 
by  the  attack  he  has  alarmed  the  encimy,  and^put  theoi, ; 
upon  their  guard*     The  enemy,  on  the  other  .hand^  i: 
conclude  from  it  after  a  wjiile,  that  this  is  all  the  attack-  \ 
which  is  intended  i  and  fo  retire  to  their  quarters,,  and..  I 
become  fecure:   many  get  drunk.  .  Gen.  WitQungtoa   V 
fprms  his  detachment  intp.tWQ  divifionsj  one  takes  thci  ^ 
lower  rpad  tp  Trepton,  while  the  other  with,  the  general,   ; 
iparches  along  the  upper  or  Pennington  f  road.    The. 
v)pper  diyifion  arrives  4t  the  enemy's  advanced  poft 
exaftly  at  eight  o'clock  i  and  in  three  minutes  after,  tte 
fire  in  the  low?r  rpad  gnnpupc?s  rfie  arrival  of  the  othfr^ 

*  Since  colonel  of  horfe.  +  In  the  n^aps  it  is  put  down* 

Pennington ;  but  the  Jcrfcy  inhabitdAts  in  common  would  not  kndtr 
the  place  meant,  unlefs  you  called  it  Pcnnytqwfl,    ,  .    ^ 


.ii^q&MW: 
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1776.  divifion.  When  the  enemy's  picket  *  difcovcrs,  in  thC 
gray  of  the  morning,  the  advance,  of  the  -  genefid's 
troops,  they  luppofe  it  to  be  only  the  fcouting  party  it* 
turned.  The  out-guards  make  but  a  fmall  ojipofitioit; 
though  they  behave  well  for  their  number,  keeping  up 
a  conftant  retreating  fire  behind  houfes.  The  main  body 
forms :  the  Americans  prefs  the  men  hard,  and  Ibon  get 
poflfcffion  of  half  their  artiUery.  Finding  fitnn  the 
pofition  of  their  enemy,  that  they  are  furfouiidrdj  and 
'  muft  inevitably  be  cut  to  pieces,  if  they  make  siny  tbr- 
tber  refiftance,  they  agree  to  lay  down  thdr  arms,  to  the 
number  of  23  officers,  and  886  men. 

General  Greene  and  col.  Khox  (cleftcd  by  bkOot  a 
brigadier  the  next  day,  before  the  news  had*  ftadied 
congrefs)  would  have  perfuaded  the  comnKUidef-in  chief 
to  have  pulhed  on  and  improved  the  akthn  given  die 
enemy,  to  ^ich  he  was  mcHncd;  but  the  generafity  fif 
the  officers  were  againft  it,  and  his  excellency  did  not  thttr 
think  he  could  anfwer  going  contrary  to  the  judgment 
of  the  m^ority  of  a  council  of  war.  He  his  finee  rt- 
grcttcd  his  not  feizing  the  golden  opportnmty. 

Seven  of  the  enemys  officers  were  wounded,  befide 
col.  Rail  mortally.  There  were  about  30  others  killed 
and  wounded.  The  regiments  of  RaB,  Lofsbe^  and 
Knyphaufen,  were  obliged  to  furrcndef.  The  fighr 
horfe,  chafleurs,  a  number  of  privates^  widi  alhroffi- 
cers,  in  all  to  the  amount  of  abour  600,  efbped  hy  die 
road  leading  to  Bordentown.  The  Americans  toft  about 
two  men  -,  befide  two  or  three*  frozen  to  deadi.    Captr 

*  What  relates  to  tfitf  ^adt  upon  iftepfdat,  fte.  WMftonfiniied  t9 
mc  Auguft  II,  1785,  at  New  York,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vin  ArfiMen, 
wloftai  t^  ftory  from  the  Hcflian officer  commancKng  the  picket. 

9 '  Wafhingtop^ 
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Wafhiogtoii^  vrhft  afiiftcd  in  fcQuring  the  artiUciy,  wa«  t73** 
wounded  ia  both  bands.  The  Ameriam*  took  91 8  pri^  ^ 
foners  k  a$  many  qiuCketSj  bayoxiets*  and  cartQ\3ch  boxes  ^ 
1 2  di:um3  and  4  colours— -a,p  ample  compenfatiQa  for  aJU 
the  CuSerings  of  the  preceding  oig^t^  though  they  wer^ 
not  trifling.  The  weather  was  flcety,  &owy,  and  ia^ 
^nfcly  cold ;  and  the  road  flippery.  A  more  difagrce-f 
aUe,  fevcre,  wintry  night  h  feldoni  to  he  met  with  cveu 
in  Aoierica. 

I1X  the  evening  gen.  Waihix^oa  repa0cd  the  Dek* 
ware>  carrying  with  hioi  the  pcifeners^  their  artillery  aod 
colours— -and  elevated  bopcsi  that  thi$  fuccc&ful  attack 
would  draw  after  it  a.  tpia  of  the  mofl:  faeneficwl  and 
koportant  confequences.  It  has  exciiednQt  k&  aftomfh^  . 
ment  in  the  Britifii  and  auxiliary  quarters^  than  it  hsi^ 
done  jay  in  thofe  of  the  Amerieana.  The  HeiHaas^  win 
be  no  longer  ferriWe:  and  the  fpirita  of  Ae  Americans 
will  riie  aaia^ingly.  But  before  d^s  happened^  a  ihiaU 
party  in  (he  nei^bourhood  of  Quaker-towa  had  flowa 
to  arros,  with  a  refolutiaa  not  tp  lay  them  down  more» 
while  they  had  enemies  near  them;  being  provoked  to  ; 
it  by  the  infufferahle  behaviour  of  i5>mc  BritiJth  light- 
horfemen.  ^ 

Thcmgh.  gen.  CadwaUader  did.  not  pafs  over  the  Dela-  . 
W4re  at  the  time  inisendexL  yet.  the  day  after  thefurprife^  j^ 
he  croffed  about  tWo  miles. above  ^n&ioli  with  X50p;iien^  27^ 
imagining  that  gen,.  Wafhingtoa  was  Sill,  on^  that  fide;   , 
Receiving  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  left  Mount 
Holly,  he  determined,  upoa  proceeding  to  Burlingpoii,^ 
(even  after  learning  that  the  foccefsful  troops  had  re- 
croffed)  and  upon  marehing  Ae  next  day  to  Borden^ 
town ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  the  enemy  goinjj 

off 
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«77^  olF  in  the  utmoft  confufion  on  the  alarm  of  his  appix>acL 
'  The  day  he  croffcd,  500  men  Were  fent  from  PMladd- 
phia,  who  pafled  over  to  Burlington  on  the  momiirg  of  , 
the  28th;  in  the  evening,  geft.  Mifflin  icnt  Ovnerjoo 
more,  and  foon  followed  with  a  further  reinforcement  of 
fomc  hundreds,  defigning  to  join  geft.  CadWallader  as 
foon  as  poffible.  Pennfylvania  was  now  roufed^^^d 
coming  in  great  numbers  to  the  aid  of  the  commander 
in  chief.  On  the  laft  mentioned  day,  gen.  <jiicenc  crofled 
afrefh  into  the  Jerfeys  with  ^00  militia.  The  tim^  for 
which  many  of  the  militia  were  to  fetre  was  juflr  ex- 
piring. In  order  to  prevail  widi  them  to  continue,  they 
were  harangued.  Their  pridfe  was  addrefled.  They 
were  told,  that  if  they  withdrew,  it  would  be  charged 
upon  them  that  they  were  afraid.  Application  was 'art- 
fully made  to  every  paffion ;  and  not  altogether  in  vain. 
Dec.  General  Walhington  reached  Trenton  \nth  about 
*9-  1800  continentals.  Twelve  hupdred  of  them  were  re- 
leafed  from  their  inliftment  the  firft  of  January, '  At- 
tempts were  made  to  engage  thetn  to  continue  a  month 
or  fix  wefeks  longer.  Ten  dollars  extra-pay  was  bfiercd : 
they  took  the  bounty ;  and  near  one  half  went  ofif  in  a  1 
few  days  after,  before  the  critical  nioment  arrived."  It 
was  foon  debated,  whether  to  order  up  the  Pennfylvania 
militia  from  Bordentown,  Mount  Holly  and  clfewhere 
to  join  gen.  Wafhington.  Gen.  Knox  had  prepared  Dr.  ^. 
Rulh,  a  member  of  congrefs,  to  aflift  in  effe6ling  die  i 
fcheme.  He  was  afkeH  in  to  give  his  opinion;  and  de- 
clared in  favor  of  ordering' them  up,  which  was  then 
1777-  done.  The  junftion  of  the  militia  with  the  contincn-* 
\^^'  tals,  (making  in  the  whole  about  5000*  mcii) "  imbol- 
dcned  the  latter  to  remain  in  their  pofition,  a^  hearing 

that 
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that  the  enemy  was  advancing  torWal^d'dtem  The  aliii*i-in> 
which  had  been  'given,  induced  the  Britifh  aiid  zvaa&ttj 
troops  to  affemble ;  and  geh,  Omnt^  with  the  forces  at 
Brunfwick  and  in  diat  quarter,  marched  ^)cedHy  jfbrPrim^ 
ton.  Lord  Coriiwallis  was  gone  to  New  Yodc  in  kis 
way  to  Great  Britain :  but  upon  dus-unexp6£ted  tUm^ 
affairs  concluded  upon  deferring  t^  voyage,  and  retum*- 
ing  to  the  defence  of  die  Jerfeys.  ■  He  preflcd  on  wth 
the  greateft  expedition  5  left  the  fourth  brigade,  confift*- 
ing  of  die  70th,  40th,  and  55th  regiments,  under  the 
command  of  lieiit.  col.  Mawhood  at  Princeton,  *  and  the 
fecond  brigade  under  gen.  Leflic  at  Maidenhead ;  and 
joined  the  main  body  by  the  time  they  got  near  Trenton. 
General  Greene  is  fent  oUt  with  a  confiderable  detachr 
ment,  to  fupport  a  party  Jlarioned  about  a  mile  off,  and 
to -check  the  march  of  the  enemy;  but  finds  them  ad- 
vancing in  fuch  force  and  fo  expeditioufly,  that  he  is  at* 
fome  difficulty  in  making  a  good  retreat  with  the  whdc  ^ 
of  the  Americans.  Mean  while  jgen.  Wafhington  riiakes 
a  difpofidoli  for  an  a^ftion ;  which  as  the  enemy  do  not 
come  on  direftly,  is  afterward  varied  to  prevent  their 
getting  in  on  the  American  rear.  •  The  bridge  over 
Sanpink  Creek  is  well  fecured;  but  can  be  of  litde  ad« 
vantage,  as  the  flream  is  fordable  in  many  pFaces. 
The  American  army  has  between  thirty  and  forty  pieces 
of  artillery  in  front,  facing  the  creek,*  The  fate  of  the 
continent  feems  fuipended  by  a  fingle  thread  -,  and  the 
independence  of  An(ierica  to  hing  on  the  iflbe  of  a  bat- 
tle which  appears  inevitable;  and  in  which  the  moft 
fanguine  fon  of  liberty  can  fcarce  flatter  himfelf  with 
the  hope  of  a  victory,  the  enenfiy  being  (0  fuperic*  in 
numbers  and-,  djifcipline.      A  defeat  miaft-  be  tota^y 

ruinous^ 
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.yjff.nunous^.from  the  nature  of  the  ground  which  the  Ame- 
ricans  occupy. 

Sir  William  Eiikine,  according  to  report  adviftslos^ 
Comwallis  to  an  tmniediate  attack,  faying  ^^  OtbawiSf 
Yfzibingfon,  if  any  general,  will  make  a  move  to.thi 
left  of  your  army:   if  your  loiid&ip  does  not  Mttdb 
throw  JSL  hrgp  body  of  tro<^  on  the  road  to  yow  kft.*- 
The  attack  is  put  off  tiU  the  morning:  hk  loiHtif 
might  aft  upon  what  is  (aid  to  be  a  m^touy  prmd^pk^ 
[  that  the  ftrongeiit  army  ought  not  to  attack  Umifd 
Mean  while  gen«  Wafliington  calls. a  cotinc^  of 
It  is  known  that  they  are  to  be  attacked  the  actt  dtsfi 
by  the  whole  coUe£ted  f<x*ce  of  the  enemy;    The  MM- 
ter  of  debate  is,  ^^  Shall  we  march  down  on  the  Jtflfey 
fide,  and  crois  the  Delaware  over  ag^iaft  Phihidc:^hui 
'    or  ihall  we  fight?"    Both  are  thought  to  be  toof 
dous.    On  this  gen.  Walhington  fays.  *^  What 
you  of  a  circuicous  march  to  Princeton  V*  It  is;  apptovf 
ed,  and  concluded  upon*    Providence  favors  die  oun 
nceuvre.    The  weather  having  been  for  two  days " 
moift  and  foggy,  the  ground  is  become  quite  6lt> 
the  rosuls  to  be  paiTed  fo  deep,  that  it  will  be. 
difficult,  if  pradicable,  to  get  on  with  the  cattle^.  car<« 
riages  and  artillery.    But  while  the  council.  i&  frgiagt 
the  wind  fuddenly  changes  to  the  narth*wefi^  angb  it 
freezes  ib  hard,  that  by  the  time  the  troops  are  i 
move,  they  pafs  on,  as  though  upon  a.  Iblid 
Such  freezings  frequendy  happen  in  the  depob  o£ 
ter,  upon  the  i/vind's  coming  fuddenly  about  to  i 
weft.     This  fudden  change  of  weadier  gives  a ; 
pretext  for  that  line  of  fires,  which  gptu  Ws 
caufes  to  be  kindled,  ibon:.  after  dark»^in..tfac  £mift.iii 

his 
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his  army;  and  by  which  ht  conceakhfenfyf  fixaiir  tfcd*'^* 
notice  of  the  enemy,  and  indticcs  tfccncito  bdiciie.lie  is: 
ilill  upon  the  ground,  'waiting  for  tfeern  t3i  mtmang^ 
The  ftratagem  is  rendered  the  mcxre  Gompl^e,  by  an. 
order  given  to  the  men»  Wha  arc  kdfuHed  with  jte  bnfi^ 
nefs,  to  keep  up  the  firea  in  ftdl  blade,  till  break  oFd^*' 
While  the  fires  are  iHimiog,   die  baggage  and  direct 
pieces  of  ordnance  arc  fcnt  off  to  Burlington  for  fecuri^*' 
ty ;  and  with  the  dcfign»  that  if  the  enemy  fallow.  ir,i 
the  ^Americans  may  take  advantage  of.  thebr  to  doihgi^ 
The  troops  march  about  one  o'clock  witliigitac  fiitncer 
and  ofder^  and  croffing  Sanpink  Credt^  pipcced  towardi 
and  arrive  near  Princdton  a  Ittde  befortf  day  break.  Tho 
three  Britifh  re^unenca  are  inarching  down  to  TrentoAr 
on  another  road  abouil  &  ^^'^^'^^^  ^^  *  '^^  difbmt^    ThC' 
centre  of  the  Americaos^  confifting:  of  the :  PhUaddl{dii« 
Hiilitia,  imder  gem  Mercer,  advances  to.  attack  thcnnur 
Cd.  Mawfaood  confiders  it  cndy  as  r  flying  party  atv 
tempting  to  interrupt  hia  march,  andappmachea  witb 
his  17  th  regiment  fo  near  before  he  fires,  that  the  co^   j 
lourof  their  buttons  is  difeefried*    i^  xsptiks  riie  af- 
failants  with  great  %)irit,  Md  they  ^c.w^  in  c^^ 
fion ;  officers  and  men  fcem  feized  with  a  panic,  ysHkia 
fpreads  faft,  and  indicates  an  appioackiog  defeat.    Qesk^ 
Washington  perceives  the  diforder^  and  penetrates  the 
fatal  confequence  of  being  vanqusfbad.    Tht  ffdefil 
moment  requires  an  exercton  to  ward  off  the  dangcv^ 
however  hazardous  to  his  own^perfon^  He  advances  in* 
ftantly ;  encourages  his  txoops  to^  make  a  ftand;  placca 
himfelf  between  them  and  the  Biitifli, .  diftant  frpm  eack 
other  about  thirty  yards ;.  reins  hit  hatk'i  bead  towaMi , 
the  front  of  the  enemy;  and  bo)d]^ faces  .thcnu  wkilB 
Vol.  II,  Dd 
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WTtthcy  difchargc  their  pieces :  their  fire  is  immediately  r&-^ 

\  turned  by  the  Americans,  without  their  adverting  to  the 

pofition  of  the  general,  who  is  providentally  prcfcrvcd 

from  being  injured  either  by  foe  or  friend.     The  fcalc 

is  turned,  and  col.  Mawhood  icon  finds,  that  he  i^-  at> 

tacked  on  all  fides  by  a  fuperior  force;  and  that  he  is 

cut  off  from  the  reft  of  the  brigade.    He  difcovers  -  alio 

by  the  continued  diftant  firing,  that  the  fifty-fifth  k  not 

in  better  circumftances.      His  regiment  having  u&d 

their  bayonets,  with  too  much  feverity,  on  the  .party' 

put  to  flight  by  them  in  the  beginning,  ^now  pay-  fbr  it 

in  proportion,  near  60  are  killed  ,upon  the  ipot,  befidp. 

the  wounded.     But  the  colond  and  a  number . force: thdr 

way  through,  and  purfue  their:  match-  to  Maidenhead. 

The  fifty-fifth^  regiment  being  hard  prdredy:and.fuiding' 

it  impofiible  to  continue  its  marqh,'  !makes  .^xkl  its.n*^ 

treat,  and  returns  by  the  way  of.Hillfborough  to  Bruiifi^ 

wick..    The  fiDrtieth  is  but  little  engaged;. thole i-df. the 

men  who  efcape,  retire .  by  another  road  to  thcdlkioe 

place.      .        ,  ■■ :   -ir^i  .... 

'   It  was  propofed  to  make  a  forced  march  to*  iBrai^ 

■wick,  where  was  the  baggage  of  the  Whole  Briitfl^^arnqf^, 

and  gen.  Lee;  but  the  men  having  been- without  ddier 

reft,  rum,  or  provifions  for  two  days  -and  two  tlkf^x&j 

were  unequal  to  the  talk.     It  was  then  debated,  wiiedier 

to  file  ofi^  to  Cranberry  in  order  to  crofs  the  Delaware 

^d  fecure  Philadelphia.    Gen.  Knox  urged  their  rhanih- 

.  ring,  to  Morriftown,   and  informed,  the  -commaMer  jn 

schief,   that  when  he  palled  through  that  part :  6i  ~^ 

country,  he  obferyed  that  it  was  a  good  pofition;    'He 

alfo  remarkedi  that  they  Ihould  be  upon  the  fknk  of 

iUhe  .^nemy,  and.  might  eafily  change-^  their -fitwifion,  if 

V-*^  -  *'  roqujfite. 
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requifitc.  By  his  carncft  importunity  he  prevailedi  ftod  '?*?• 
the  meafurc  was  adopted.  Gen.  Greene  was  ii^th  th©  ' 
main  body,  which  was  advanced ;  and  had  put  it  into 
the  Morriflown  road^  without  having  been  firft  ac« 
quainted  with  the  determination.  ;  Juft  as  that  was  C0n« 
eluded  upon,  the  enemy  were  firing  upon  the  rear  of 
the  Americans.  Lord  Cprnwallis  had  been  wAkcd  by 
the  found  of  the  American  cannon  at  Princeton;  and 
finding  himfelf  out-generaUed,  and  apjM-ehcnfivc  Sothk 
ftores  and  baggage,  had  polled  back  with  the  utihoft 
'  expedition.  The  army  under  gen.  Wafhingson  march** 
ed  on  to  Pluckemin  in  their  way  to  Morrillbwti^  puU 
Img  up  the  bridges  as  they  proceeded^  thereby  t6  W 
commode  the  enemy  and  fecure  thenifelves.  By  the 
time  they  got  there,  the  men  were  fo  e»:eflSvely  fat^^uefjJL 
that  a  frelh  and  refolyte  body  of  five  hundred,  mi^ 
have  demolifhed  the  whole.  .Numbers  lay  down'  in  tht 
woods  and  fell  afleep,  without  regarding  die  coldfidOs  q£ 
the  weather.  The  royal  angpy  was  ftill  under  &ich  alartti** 
ing  impreffions,  that  it  continued  its  march  fixjm  Tftn* 
ton  to  Brunfwick,  thirty  miles,  without  halting  hngir 
at  leafl:  than  was  necefiary  ta  make  the  bridges  ofcr 
Stony  Brook  and  Millftone  paflabk* 

General  Howe  admits,  that  the  ]o&  in  this  affair  was 
17  killed,  and  nearly  260  wounded  and  niifllng.    But 
the  Americans  fay,  they  have  taken  near  300  prifancri> 
of  whom  14  are  officers,   all  Britilh.       Capt.  Leflift,  • 
the  fon  of  the  earl  of  Leven,  who  was  killed  in  the  eOr 
gagement,  was  buried  by  the  Americans  with  the  hd-i  ■ 
nors  of  war>  not  only  as  a  Britifli  officer,  but  in  teftx«  ) 
mony  of  refpeft  to  his  lordfliip's  worth.     TheAnai-  \ 
rican  officers  commended  the  bravciy  of  tbc-troops'  ^  \ 

bd  a        ^        ./       -     dcr  i 
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^ii^Atr  col.  Mawhood :  one  ef  the  generals  dbfcrvmg  hoif 
'  they  ftxjght,  exclaimcdy  •*  When  will  our  men  fight  like 
Aofe- fellows  f"  Gen.  Mercer  met  with  hard  ufage^  be- 
ing bayonetted  m  three  places,  of  which  wounds  he  is 
fince  dead*    He  waS'  a  deferving  charafter,'  and  nntentocl 
different  treainient*    Some  may  pronounce  the   treat- 
ment, that  capt.  Phillips,  of  the  thuty-fifth-grcnadiers, 
has  met  with,  much  baler ;  but  not  when  they  have  the 
cafe  properly  reprefented.    The  captain,  as  he  was  re- 
turning from  New  York  to  join  his  company^  was  fiir- 
prHed  between  Brunfwick  and  Princeton,  by  a  party  of 
militia,  wh6  threatened  him  in  cafe  he  attempted  to  ct 
leape  $  regardk&  of  the  threat^  he  clapped  fpurs  to  his 
hork^  and  puftied  forward,  on  which  they  fired  and  killed 
'Iiim^     Gen.  Gatesy  who  is  married  to  the  csptaiii's  fifla% 
blames  the  captain  more  than  the  men. 
'    The  eagernefs  of  the  royal  army  to  reach  and  fectm 
'brunfwick,  occTaficjtoed  their  marching  through  Princc- 
•fon  with  fuch  expedition^  as  to'  divert  their  attentbn 
i&otrt  either  carrying  oiTor  deftroying  the  curioos  orrery 
%d(jn^ijttgf  lb  Naffau  college.^      It  was  contrived  and 
"wade  by  an  originai- genius,  and  iclf-taught  aftronomer, 
Mr.  Rittenhoufe  of  Philadelphia^    There  is  not  the  like 
nn  Europe^    An  elegant,  and  neady  ornamented  frame 
•rifcs  perpendicularly  near  upon  eight  feet.    In  the  front 
*bf  which  you  arc  prefcnted,  in  riiree  feveral  apartments, 
•With  a  view  of  the  cdeftial  fyftertJ,  the  modons  of  die 
'plahet$  round  the  fun,  ahd  the&teUitesabotltdie  jdanets. 
•The- wheels,  &c.  that  produce  die  mowmeiitf,  are  bt- 
•hind  the  Wooddn  per|)en(Kcu!ar  plane,  on  whidi  ihc  or- 
*rery  is  fixed*    By  fuitable  contrirances,  you  in  a  fliort 
~  lime  tell  the  eclipfes  of  the  fua  m4  iBwa  &r  agp  pad 
'5  Mi 
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and  ages  to  come:  the  like  in  other  cafefr <tf  jrflimiwftf j i^B 
It  is  faidi  that  lord  Corftwallis  intended  to  havccarrie* 
it  over  to  Great  Britain:  no  m»  of  fcicncc  can'Wwnp' 
his  tafte,  which  may  hare  prcfenwcd  it  from  min,  hf* 
fecuring  to  it  that  protection  while  in  the  hands  of  the: 
enemy,  that  might  otherwife  have  been  denied.    Ba6 
the  children  of  thp  alma  mater  whojfe  it  is,  triumph  in 
its  prcfcrvation,  though  fomewhat  damaged.     The  coU 
lege  library  did  not  efcape  io  well  as  the  orrery^  bu|r 
fufFered  confiderably*  .      '  , 

Let  us  attend  for  a  while  upon  the  eoflgneis  ^  Jtdltir 
morf;   where  they  met  according  to  adjouniment  tj/ff 
!2oth  of  December,  and  foon  after  paflfed  tixt  following 
aft — ^^The  congrcfs,   having  maturely  confidercd  the  Dec; ' 
prefent  crifis,  and  haying  pcrfeft  rdiancc  on  tlje  w^dollV  *'* 
vigor  and  uprightnefs  o(  gen,  Walhinj^^  do  kerdoff 
Refolve,   That  gen.  Wafhington  fliall  be,   and  he  t$  i 
Tiereby  veiled  with  full,  ample,  and  complete  powers,  1    'li 
to  raife  and  colle6t  together  in  die  moft  fpccdy  and  ef- 
feftual  manner,  from  any  or  all  of  diefe  United  States    '. 
fixteen  battalions  of  infantry  in  addidon  to  dipfe  alreodyi 
voted  by  congrefs ;  to  appoint  officers  for  the  £ud  bat- 
talions of  infantry ;    to  raife,   officer,  and  cqyip  three 
thoufand  light  horfe,  three  regiments  of  artiflcry,  andf 
corps  of  engineers,  and  to  eft^blifh  their  p^;  to  appijr 
to  any  of  the  ftates  for  fuch  aid  of  the  militia  a$  he  i&d} 
JHjdge  neceffary ;  to  form  fuch  magazbes  of  provifions, 
and  in  fuch  places  as  he  (hall  think  proper;  to  difplace 
and  appoint  all  officers  under  the  rank  of  brigadier  ge^ 
neral,   and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  every  other  dct 
partment  in  the  American  armies ;  to  take,  wherever  he    f 
niay  bcj  whatever  he  rfiay  want  for  the  ufc  of  t}|e  army;    • 
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177^  if  the  inhabitants  will  not  fell  it^  allowing  a  reaibnadjie 
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price  for  the  famej  to  arreft  and  confine  perfons  who 
refufe  to  take  the  continental  currency,  or  are  ocherwiic 
difafFe6ted  to  the  American  caufe  5  and  return  to  die 
ftates,  of  which  they  are  citizens,  their  names^  and  the 
nature  of  their  offences,  together  with  the  witneflcs  to 
prove  them ;  and.  That  the  foregoing  powers  be  veiled 
in  gen.  Walhington,  for  and  during  the .  term  of  fix 
I  months  from  the  date  hereof,  unlefs  fooner  determined 
by  congrefs/' 

They  alfo  *'  Refolved,  That  the  council  of  fafety  of 
.  Pennfylvania  be  requefted  to  take  the   moft  vigorous 
f  and  fpeedy  meafures  for  punilhing  all  fuch  as  refufe  con- 
/  tinental  currency  j  and  that  the  general  be  diredted  to    ^ 
give  all  neceflary  aid  to  the  council  of  fafety,  for  carry- 
ing their  meafures  on  this  fubjeft  into  efiefhial  execu- 
tion." 

Dec.  «  Refolved,  That  two  large  floating  batteries  be  built 
on  Lake  Champlain,  to  cover  the  boom  and  the  bridge 
at  Tyconderoga :  that  a  fort  be  conftrufted  on  Mount 
Independence:  that  the  navigation  of  the  lake  near  that 
place  be  obftrufted  by  funken  caflbons,  joined  together 
by  ftring-pieces,  fo  as,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fervc  for  a 
bridge  between  the  fortifications  on  the  eaft  and  weft 
fide ;  and  that  Fort  Stanwix  be  ftrengthened,  and  other 
fortifications  made  at  proper  places  near  the  MohawI(  I 
river." 

50.  It  was  ^'  Refolved,  That  commiffiopers  be  fqrthwidi 
fent  to  the  courts  of  Vienna^  Spain,  Trtiffia^  and  the 
grand  duke  of  ^ujcany: — That  the  feveral  comnufli- 
oners  of  the  United  States  be  inftruded  to  afiure  the 
refpeftive  courts,  that  notwithftanding  the  artful  and.iqT 

fidious 
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-Caious  endeavours  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  it .  k**?^ 
.their  dcterminatipn,  at  all  events,  to  maintain. their.iEp- 
depcndence : — That  they  be  direded  to  ufe  every  meao 
itt  their  power  to  procure  the  affiftance  of  the  ertiperar 
of  Germany,  and  of  their  moft  Chriftign,  Catholic,  and 
Pruffian  majerties,  for  preventing  Gentian,.  Ruffian,  or 
other  foreign  troops,  from  being  lent  to  America  for 
hoftile  purpofes  againftthefe  United  States,  and  for  ob^ 
taininga  recall  of  thofe  already  fent:— and.  That  his  ^ 
moft  Chriftian  majcfty  be  induced,  if  poffible,  to  aflSft 
the  United  States,  in  the  prefent  war.  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, by  attacking  the  eleftorate  of  Hanoyer^  or  any 
part  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Brioun  in  Europe,,  the' 
JEaft  or  Weft  Indies."    His  moft  Chriftian  majefty  was 
to  be  affured,  «  That  Ihould  his  forces  be  Employed,    if^ 
in  conjunftion  with  thofe  of  die. United, States,  to  exi-     "^ 
elude  his  Britannic  tnajefty  from  any  fliare  in  the. cod 
filhery  of  America,  by  reducing  the  iflatids  of  Kewfound* 
land  and  Cape  Breton.;  and  ihips  o£  war.  he  fjjmiih^ 
when  required  by  the  United  States,- to. reduce. Nova 
Scotia ;  the  fifhery  (halll>e.  enjoyed  equalfy  and  in  "com^^ 
mon,  by  the  fubjefts  of  his  .m6ft  Chtiftian  majefty  .and 
of  thefe  ftates,  to  the  exclufion  of  all  other  nations  and 
people  whatever;  and  half  the  ifland  of.  Newfoundland 
fhall  be  owned  by,  and  be  fubjedt  to  the .  jurildiftion  o£ 
ids  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  ..provided  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  the  iOand  of  Cape  Brctbn,  :and  the  re- 
^maining  part  of  Newfoundland  be  annexed  to  the  terri-.      \ 
•tory  and  government  of  the  United  States."     If  thefe     I'i 
-propofals  were  not  fuffiicient.to  pfodiacc  a.  declaration  ;of 
.war,  and  it  could  not  be:  otherwifib  racoomplilhed,  he 
..n^gft  Cliriftian  ji?^cfty;  was  tq^  he ;  afllutd,  J.^^  Xhat .  fudi 
i       .  D  d  4  of 
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iffff.  of  the  Britiih  Well  India  iflands,  as  in  die  comie  drdbb 
war  &all  be  reduced  by  the  united  force  of  Fraace  and 
thefe  ftates^  fhali  be  yielded  in  abfblute  property  to  his 
moil  Chriilian  majefty :  and  the  United  States  mgagi^ 
on  timely  notice^  to  furnifh  at  their  expence>  and  deliver 
in  feme  convenient  port  or  ports,  in  the  iaid  United 
States,  provifions  for  carrying  on  expeditions  againft  the 
faid  iflands,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars^ 
and  fix  frigates  mounting  not  lefs  than  twenty-four  guns, 
each  manned  and  fitted  for  the  fea ;  and  to  render  any 
other  afliftance  which  may  be  in  their  power  as  beeomite 
good  allies." 

The  commiflioners  for  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain, 
were  to  confult  together,  and  prepare  a  treaty  of  cooi* 

^  merce  and  alliance,  to  be  propofed  to  the  court  of  Spaiif^ 
adding  theretb,  "that  if  his  Catholic  majefty  will  joia 
the  United  States  in  a  war  againft  Great  Britain,  they 
will  afflft  in  reducing  to  the  pofleiIi(m  of  Spain,  the 
to^^  ^nd  harbour  of  Penfacola,  provided  the  citizens 
and  inh^tants  of  the  United  States  fhall  have  the  free 
and  uninterrupted  navigaticxi  of  the  Miffiflippi,  and  v& 
of  the  harbour  df  Penfacola ;  and  will,  provided  it  be 
true,  that  his  Fortuguefe  majefty  has  infulting^y  expelled 
the  veflels  of  thefe  ftates  from  his  ports,  or  has  oonfif- 
cated  any  fuch  veflels,  declare  war  s^nft  the  £ud  king^ 
if  that  meafure  fhall  be  agreeable  to,  and  be  fiypDric€ 
by  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain/' 

1777*     €€  Whereas  congrefs  hadi  received  information^  d»t 

sT  Richard  Stockton  eiq;  of  New  Jerfey,  atid  a  member 
of  this  congre&,  hath  been  made  a  prifoncr,  and  igno^^ 
miniouOy  dirown  into  a  common  jail,  and  dicro  d»^ 
tained««nRefi)l«€d,  That  gen.  W«8u«^(iMJh9dii^^ 
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make  immcdiauje  inquiry  into  the  *  truA  t>f  this  report^  i^ff^ 
and  if  he  finds  rcafon  to  bcHevc  it  well  founded^  that 
he  fend  to  gen.  Howe^  remonftradng  againft  this  depar-^ 
ture  from  that  humane  procedure  which  has  maikedthft 
condu6l:  of  thefe  ftates  to  prifoners  who  have  £iUm  into 
their  hands  -,  and  to  Jcnow  of  gen.  Howe,  whether  he 
choofes  this  ihall  be  the  future  rule  for  treadng  all  fiich 
on  both  fides,  as  the  fortune  of  war  fnsy  jdacc  in  tb^ 
hands  of  either  party." 

The  capture  of  gen,  Xec  has  proved  inconvenient  to 
both  fides,  and  calamitous  to  individuals.  Somewhar 
like  a  cartel  was  before  eftabliflied  for  the  exchange  of 
prifoners  between  generals  Howe  and  Walhingtoo.  Gc» 
Lee  being  particularly  obno^ous  to  gpvemttient,  and 
Howe  perhaps  having  received  prior  infiru&ions  how  to 
conduft  himfelf  with  refped  to  him  individually,  \6xtJm 
can  have  had  none  as  yet  upon  die  news  of  his  captane) 
his  exchange  was  refu&d.  Wa&ington  having  ao  primer 
of  equal  rank,  propofed  fix  Heflian  field  officers  to  bx-* 
iance  that  difparity :  and,  if  this  was  not  acoqitcd,  re^ 
quired  that  he  fhould  be  treated  fuitahle  to  his  ftaddli» 


and  the  precedent  already  fet  by  the  Ahunieam  in  regard 
to  the  Bridih  cheers  they  Jiad  captivated*  It^fpis  an« . 
fwered,  that  as  Lee  was  a  deferter  from  his  miyefty*! 
fervice,  he  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  flrifo&eroCw«r^ 
nor  come  within  tht  cotidiiioiift  cf  ^  caml,  nor  itceive 
any  of  its  benefits.  A  fivitida  difcoflkm  ^ifoed:  and 
Lee  was  ftiU  cimfined,  waiechttd  and  gmdjEld  with  th6 
utmoft  ftri£hi6i$  and  j^akioffy ;  ^vHtieh  produced  thefol^ 
lowing  oongreflional  aft-*-^  Coiigfefi  faek^  informed 
Aat  major  gen,  Lee  hath,  fiiice4ki«  captivity,  tieeii  com^ 
inkted  to  the  cufto4)^  ^  4ie  ^rafo^  ifift^ 

enlarge4 
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«f777*  enlarged  dn  his  parole,  according  to  the  humane  praAidlf 
that  has  taken  place  with  officers  of  the  enemy  who  bav< 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  American  troops ;  a  treat^ 
ment  totally  unworthy  of  that  gendeman's  eminent  qua^ 
lificanons,  and  his  rank  in  the  fervice  of.  the  United 
States,  and  ftrongly  indicative  of  further  injuries' to' hii 
perfon : — Rcfolvcd,  That  gen.  Walhington  be  dire&ed 
to  fend  to  gen.  Howe,  and  inform  him,  that^  Ihovld  the 
proffered  exchange  of  gen.  Lee  for  fix  Heflian  iidd 
officers  not  be  accepted,  and  the  treatment  of.  hihi  as 
abovementioned  be  continued,  the  principles  of  retsllia4 
tion  fhall  occafion  five  of  the  faid  Heffian  field  officersi 
together  with  lieut.  col.  Archibald  Campbell,  or  'any 
other  officers  that  are  or  fhall  be  in  our  pofieflidn'ecpii- 
valent  in  number  or  quality,  to  be  detained^  ia  ordeit 
that  the  faid  treatment  which  gen.  Lee  fhall  receive  map  .. 
be  exaftly  inflidted  upon  their  perfons  :•— Ordered,  That 
a  copy  of  the  above  refolution  be  tranfnutted  to  tbc 
council  of  the  MafTachufetts-bay,  and  that  they  be  <fc- 
fired  to  detain  lieut.  col.  Campbelly  and  keep  him  in  fiifi 
puftody  till  the  further  order  of  con^efs ;  and  that  t 
copy  be  alfo  fent  to  the  committee  of  congrefs  in  Phi* 
ladelphia;  and  that  they  be  defired  to  have' the  prifbnerSt 
officers  and  privates,  lately  taken,  properly  feaired  ia 
fome  fafe  place." 

When  the  refolution  was  received  by  iht  MaJfacbufUti 

:  council,  inftead  of  conforming  folely  to  the  words  of 

the  order  to  kefp  the  colonel  in  Jafe  cuftody^  they  fimt  hini 

to  Concord  jail  \  where  he  was  lodged  in  a  dungeon  of 

'^  twelve  or  thirteen  feet  fquare,  wbofe  fides  were  bjack 
with  the  greafe  and  litter  of  fucceffive  criminab.  TfW^ 
door?,  with  dovblc  Ipfks  >nd  boks,  lliut  hitn^fitwi,;^ 
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ysid,  witli  an  exprefs  prphibidon  GroOitiMnxigkymf^  t7^# 
for  health,  or  the  neceflary  caUs  of  nature**  /A  Jdadt^ 
fome  black  hole,  decorated  with  a  pair  of  fixed  tbaim, 
was  granted  him  for  his  inner  apartmoiti  from  whence 
a  felon  had  been  removed  but  the  nK>ment  before^  and 
in  whjich  his  litter  and  excrement  remaiaedi  a  fortnight 
after  it  was  appropriated  to  the  irfe  of  the  coloncL  The 
attendance  of  a  fingle  fervant  on  his  perfon  wfls  denied 
him,  and  every  vifit  from  a  friend  pofitively  refbfed. 
When  he  had  tranfmitted  an  account/of  thcfe  and  odier 
matters  to  Sir  William  Howe  on  the  14th  of  February, 
and  the  fame  had  been  communicated  to  gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  a  letter  was  diredly  written  on  die  a8th,  in  which 
the  general  fays,  "  You  will  obfervc  that  exa£Uy  the 
fame  treatment  is  to  be  fho^^^  to  col.  Campbell  and  the 
Heflian  officers,  that  gen.  Howe  (hows  to  gen.  Lee  1 
and  as  he  is  only  confined  to  a  commodious  houfe  with 
genteel  accommodations,  we  have  no  right  or  region  to 
be  more  fevere  upon  coL  Campbell,  who  I  would  wilh 
ihould  be  immediately  removed  from  his  prefent  fituad<- 
on,  and  put  into  a  houfe  where  he  may  live  comfortaUy/' 
The  enemy  have  in  their  power,  and  fulgcdt  to  their 
call,  near  300  officers  belonging  to  the  army  of  the 
United  States :  while  the  Americans  have  not  more  tha^^ 
50  belonging  to  the  enemy.  The  refolve  therefore  (m 
putting  in  clofe  confinement  col.  Campbell  and  the 
Heflian  officers,  in  order  to  retaliate  Lee's  punifhmcnti 
feems  injurious  in  every  point  of  view,  and  to  have  been 
entered  into  without  due  attention  to  the  confequences. 
Gen.  Lee's  misfortune  has  funk  him  gready  in  the  c^- 
nion  of  many  Americans ;  and  ferves  to  convey  a  lively 
idea  of  tlie  inconftai^cy  and  ing^nic^e  of  mank^pd. 

Some 
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*777»  Some  of  thofe  very  people,  who,  when  he  wsts  iraMff* 
ing  to  join  gen.  Walhingtx>n,  regarded  him  as  die 
guardian  angel,  that  was  to  deliver  America,  not  onljr 
cenfurc  him  bitterly,  but  even  inlinuate  Aat  he  wi( 
treacherous.  The  Americans  however  have  reaped  bnc 
advantage  by  that  event— the  enemy  arc  convinced,  th* 
they  have  not  gotten  the  Palladium  of  America  as  thcjr 
fondly  boafted,  - 

Congrefs  have  been  often,  and  for  a  confideiabfe 
time,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  upon  the  ftatc  off  die 
treafury,  and  the  means  of  fupporting  the  credit  of  tHe 
continental  currency.     At  length  they  have  "  Refelvefl, 

Jan,  y j^^^  ^jj  i^jjjg  ^f  credit  emitted  by  authority  of  congitls, 
obght  to  pafs  current  in  all  payments,  trade''  and  dealii^ 
in  thefe  ftates,  and  be  deemed  in  value  equal  to  the 
fame  nominal  fums  in  Spanifli  milled  dollars ;  and  that 
whofoevcr  Ihall  ofier,  a(k  or  receive  more  in  the  iai^ 
bills  for  any  gold  or  (ilver  coins,  bullion,  or  any  oAdr 
fpccies  of  money  whatfoever,  than  the  nominal  iiitn  br 
amount  thereof  in  Spanilh  milled  dollars,  or  ihore  h 
the  faid  bills  for  any  lands,  houfes,  goods  or  connmodi- 
ties  whatfoever  than  the  fame  could  be  purchafed  at  of 
the  fame  perfon  or  perfons  in  gold,  filver,  or  arty  otter 
fpccies  of  money  whatfoever ;  or  fhall  offer  to  fell  any 
goods  or  commodities  for  gold  or  filver  coins,  or  any 
other  fpecies  pf  money  whatfoever,  and  refufe  to  fell  tfic 
fame  for  the  faid  continental  bills  5  every  fuch  periqn 
ought  to  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  thefe 
United  States,  and  to  forfeit  the  value  of  the  money  fo 
exchanged,  or  houfe,  land,  or  commodity  fo  fold  or 
offered  to  falc.  And  it  is  recommended  to  the  le^fli-^ 
tures  of  the  refpeftive  ftates,  to  mn,&  bm  rnflMirig 
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iil«li  forfeitures  and  other  penaldes  on  cSk»dtU^iiSm^  ^^f^ 

iaid,  as.wiU  prevent  fiich  pemieiotu  pra&k3es:i*i«Tluil  pi 
be  r€cx>mniended  to  the  le^ddatures  of  the  UfiiiMli'^StdtM 
to  pafs  laws  to  make  the  bills  of  crtdit  iffiiect  kf^  ifaf 
congrefs,  a  lawful  tender  in  payments  of  publia  Ml 
private  debts;  and  a  reftiiat  thereof  an  axxAfpsaSbmcM 
of  fuch  (kbts :  diat  debts  ptjraUe  in  fterling  mone^-to 
difcharged  with  continental  dollars,  at  the.  rat)e  of  £Mtf 
and  fix-pence  IlerKng  peikdcrilar  i  and  lim  an  di&hatgt 
of  aU  other  debts  and  contra&s,  continental  ddMars.pafil 
at  the  rate  iixed  by  tfie  rdpeftive  fiaMs  f»  the  Valuer  «f 
Spanilh  milled  dollars.'* 

The  feveral  ftates  wifl  tindoobtedljr  tnrftt?^  At'eon^ 
nental  bills  a  l^al  tender,  agreeable  to  Ac  irfamtnen^ 
dation ;  though  therein  they  eftabHfh  liie  perpetyatioaqf 
iniquity  by  law.  There  are  too  tnany  debtors,  in  evciy 
ftate,  and  general  affembly,  who  wiH  by  the  heip^  of  it 
clear  themfelves  of  encumbrance*;  and  who  untt  fid 
nothing,  or  but  litde,  at  the  inj«ftice  they  commbili 
paying  their  creditors  with  a  deppcciated  currencyj  whik 
they  have  the  law  of  the  land  iii  thw  favor;  ;Btit^ii& 
thefe  attempts  of  congrefs  to  keep  up  the  vatee^df  ^iSte 
Mis  are  delufiv^;  and  wiU  derive  thofemoft^-iHft^ 
have  the  greateft  confidence  in  thcwifdiomof  tKe*prefenfc 
mcafure.  It  is  fcarce  pofEbk,  that  they  can-  (b  ftr  S*U 
pdfe  upon  their  own  judgments, -as  to  view  it- iii-^any 
other  light  than  a  momentary  reKef  from  a  pr^fenf  ^iVi^ 
by  fubjefting  themfelves  to  a  gFcater  in  futurev  -btit 
which  when  it  Ihall  arrive,  they  flatter  themlelvfcs  Afilf 
fhall  get  rid  of,  by  fbme  new  expedient.  -  --t.  -^ 

Congrefs  "  Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  fcsrartife  ,4, 
^appointed  to  inquire  into  the  condnft'of  ilicBrmfliaiHi 

HefGan 


414  •         THE     H  iSTOR  V     OF     THS 

1777*  Hcffian  generals  and  officers  toward  die  officers,  foWi^pi 
and  mariners  in  the  fervice  of  die  United  States,  mji 
any.  other  perfons,  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates,  in  their 
pofleffion,  as  prifoners  of  war,  or  othermfe,  and -"alio 
into  the  condud  of  the  faid  generals  and  officers^  and 
the  troops  under  their  command  toward  the  fubje&s  oC 
thefe  ftates  and  their  property,  riiorc  efpeciaUy  of  the 
ftates  of  New  York  and  New  Jerfey."  This  committee 
will  undoubtedly  aiuthenticate  £he  crueldes  of  the  royal 
army,  which  have  been  too  frequent  and  notorioua, 
The  very  orders  of  gen.  Howe  have  not  been  liifficientlj 
guarded  for  the  preventing  of  abufes,  "When  the  enemy 
fied  from  their  cantonments  in  the  Jerleys,  his  orders  to 
col.  Donop  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans :  they 
expreffed  that  '^  all  falted  and  meal  provifions,  which 
may  be  judged  to  exceed  the  quantity  ncccflary  for  the 
fubiiilence  of  an  ordinary  family,  (hall  be  confidered  as 
a  magazine  of  the  enemy,  and  feized  for  the  king,  and 
^ven  to  the  troops  as  a  faving  for  the  public**' 

When  the  royal  army  entered  the  Jerfeys,  the  inha* 
bitants  pretty  generally  remained  in  their  houles,  and 
many  thoufands  received  printed  proteftions,  ligned  by 
order  of  the  commander  in  chief.  But  neither  the  pro»* 
clamation  of  the  commiflioners,  nor  protections,  Ikved 
the  people  from  plunder  any  more  than  from  infult» 
Their  property  was  taken  or  deflroyed  without  diitin<9io9 
of  p^rfons.  They  fliowed  their  protedlions :  Heffiaos 
could  not  read  them,  and  would  not  underftand  themf 
and  the  Britifh  foldiers  thought  they  had  as  good  j> 
right  to  a  fhare  of  booty  as  the  Heflians.  The  loyalifls 
were  plundered  even  at  New  York.  Gen,  De  Heifier 
may  be  pronounced  the  arch-plunderer.    He  .ofiexe^. 

the. 
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'thft^houfe  he.  lived  in  at .  New  Yoric  tapubbc  M^  thmgHi  -WS* 
the  property  of  a  very  bysil  fufa}eft^\i^«h|d:volii^^ 
and  hofpitablyt  accommodated  iiim  with  it..  The  gpods 
of  Gihers,  fufFering  reilraimor  imprj£»imeiitaaKmg.d^ 
Americans,  were  fold  by  auftion.^    Tic  xaniagcs  rf 
gentlemen  of  the  firft  rank  were  .feized,  ,thcir  anm  de- 
faced, and  the  plunderer's  arms  blazoned  in  their  pfamf 
and  this  too  by  Britiih  officers.    Difcontcnta  and  mxiiw 
murs  ihcrejtfed  every  hour  at  the  licentii6us^r»vages  cf 
the  foldiery,    both  Britdfh  and  foreigDiers,  who  wem 
fham^fuUy  permitted^  with  unrekfydi]qg:hand^  .to  |»llagc  y 
friend  and  foe  in  the  Jerifcys  ♦.  -Neither  «ge,  norieac}^ 
^as  fpared.     Indifcriminate  ruin  .attended  evei^pcrfoki 
they  met  with.    Infant^,  childrenj  old  men  ahd. womeq; 
were  left  in  their  rfhirts,  without^b  blai&ct  to  cover  tkeiin^ 
under  the  inclemency  of  wintfcr.  .£very  kind  (^fym^ 
ture  was  deftroyed  and  burnt;  iinndows^and  doors IwQMl 
broken  to  pieces  j  in  fhort,  the>h0ufes\were  Idft  i^Hik 
habitable,  and  d^e  pec^le .without prbvifionsjierev^     ,^%j  ' 
horfe,  cow,  ox, '  and"  fdwl,  was  earned  xiSi  -Moidd  de^     *  .  • 
predations  and  abufes  mert  committed  l>y'that  (Mrt^^  •  %;.^ 
the  army,  which  was  ftationcd  at  or  near  PennytMOE. 
Sixteen-  young^  womm  fled^  to  the  <wood^  to-  avoids  dlt 
brutality  of  the  foldki*  i  and  w^e  there^  feized  ^d.tWJ 
ried  off.     One  man  had  the  chkS  mortilkatioQ  :tii3^:}l»Mi 
his  wife  and  only  daughter  (a<h^d  of  tenyaai^)  ra^dflMMk 
Another  girl  of  thirteen  was  t^en -from  her  &tfaszi^ 
houfe,  carried  toa  baftft  about  a. mile  ofF,.  there  difiiisi- 
nored,  and  afterward :  abufed  bf  five*  odaiers.    Amoft 
refpeftable  gendeman;  in,  the  ndghbouriaood  of  Woods* 
bridge, -was  alarmed  with  the  Cries  a^drlhricla.of  Jifflnft 

.  f  Sc^tbe^I^tt»<f^^tLoyiiair  ' 
• .   -         £  lovely 
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t777*  lovely  daughter :  he  found  a  Britifh  officer  m.tlie  aftisf 
violating  her,  and  inftandy  put  hint  to  death.  .  .T«D 
odier  officers  rufhed  in  with  their  fufees,  and  fired  Mo 
balls  into  the  father,   who  was  knguifliing  under  his 
wounds  the  beginning  of  January  *. 
-   Theie enormities,  though  too frequetidy praAifediaa 
time  of  war  by  the  military,  unlefi  retrained  by ,  tilt 
ievereft  difcipUne,  fo  exafperated  the  people   cdf  the 
yerfigys,  that  they  flew  to  arms  immediately  u|k»i  Hm 
army's  hurrying  from  Trenton ;  and  femiing  themfetfa 
into  parties,  they  way-laid  the  mren,  and  cut  them  ^n 
tiiey  had   opportunity.    The  milida  coUe^ed»     Thu 
Americans  in  a  few  days  over-ran  the  Jerjcfs.  Xh^eMpy 
was  forced  from  fFeodbridge.    Gen.  Maxwell  AupriM 
EHz^tb  Taami  and  took  near  ioq  prifonersj  with  a  . 
quantity  of  baggage.    Newark  was  abandoned*     The 
royal  troops  were  confined  to  the  narrow  nmp9i&  d 
\Brunfwick  and  yhnky^  both  holding  aa  open  communis 
cation  with  New  York  by  water.    They  conldaot  cv^ 
ilir  out  to  forage  but  in  large  pardes»  whtchftMom  re<^ 
Jan.  turned  without  lo6.    Gen.  Dickin&o»  wifh  ahcmc  409 
^^*    militia  and  50  of  the  Pcnnfylvania  nflemcnp 
Dear  Somerfet  Court-houie,  on  Millitone  rivar«  a  i 
|»rty  d  the  enemy  of  equal  numberi  and  iKdc  4a 
waggons,  upward  of  100  horlei,  befide  iheep  wiA  cKde 
which  they  had  coUeded.    They  retreated  Willi  fwch 
precipitation,  that  he  could  milrr  nnljr  niiMi  ]Trif(iiiiiK 
but  they  were  obferved  to  carry  off  many  deadi  mA 
.^wounded  in  light  wagons.    The  general**:  hcJMMriwr 
nefledb  the  highe&  honor  upon  him^;  for  dtfM^  ki» 
jooops  wercall  raw,  he  led  them  through  the  riwr.nidilB 
*  .RciBeiabraiceiy  Part  IV9  p.  3079 
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deep,  smd  gave  the  enemy  fo  fevere  a^dutge^  i)uiratti|iY« 
though  fupported  by  three  field  pie<^  tiicy  gpM  wij^- 
and  left  their  convoy,  '.  ► 

The  whole  ^country  was  now  become  hoftik  :to  the 
Britiih  army.     Sufferers  of  all  parties  rofe  as  one  mift 
to  revenge  their  perfonal  injuries  and  particular '<^pre& 
fions,   and  were  the  moil  httber  and  determined  enCfi 
mies.    They  who  were  incapable  of  bearing  arm%  wBboA 
as  fpies ;  and  kept  a  continual  watch^  fy  that  :not  Hm 
fmallefl:  motion  could  be  made  by  tbe  rayal^b,  without 
its  being  difcovered,  befme  it  could  produce  die  iof*  : 
tended  efFeft.     This  hoftik  fpirit  was  OKOuraged  by  »  \ 
proclamation  of  gen.  WaflungtQB;  whkh  comaiaada    ^S* 
every  perfpn  having  fubfcribed  the  declMration  <^fi^diqi; 
to  Great  Britain,  taken  the  oi^  of 'allegtaoce,  and  afi^* 
cepted  protedions  and  certificates  fiiom  the  commiffioD^ 
ers,  to  deliver  up  the  iame>  and  take  the  oath  of  alkgl^ 
ance  to  the  United  Sutes  of  America.    Ic^grants  hoiTf 
ever,  full  liberty  to  ail  fuch  as  prefer  die  intereft.ai^ 
proteftion  of  Great  Britain  to  the  freedom  andbappinflft  ' 
of  then*  country,  forthwith  to  withdraw  them&We^  aB4  : 
families  within  the  enemy's  Hnes.    But  it  deckfcs,  thaiC 
all  who  negle£b  or  refufe  to  comply  widi  die^^oc^  i 
within. thirty  days  from  the  date,  wiU  be  deemed  adiKU* : 
rents  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  andiramd  as  cmt^  ' 
mon  enemies  to  thefe  Annerican  States.    Some  dqpi 
before  the  prodamatioD  was  i0uedf*  a  number  ^o(  t)i( 
Fenniylvania  militia,  having  fierved  tbe  time  fixed  U0(^ 
were  defirous  of  returning,  which  was  complied  n^lllti 
and  the  general  took  dlQeallififei^ppQmul^;^  of  t9;cu{|^ 
ing  his  moll  hearty  thanks- tothdfe  bratit  n)«c^  wh<)- jf| 
tbe  mod  inckment  feafoo  of.  the  year  .q^biy  ft^po4 
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(^jjif&nh  in  defence  of  their  ^coUntiy.  He  alfo  uHunaWf 
Icdgei  with  pleafure  the.  fignai  fervices  done  by  the 
faid  militia ;  and  with  additional  fatisfa£kion,  the  good 
fervices  of  thofe  battalions,  who  determiped  to  zemdn 
with  hira  after  the  expiration  of  their  times  of  fenace* 
The  militia  of  Pennfylvania  are  not  only  entitled  to  tke 
hearty'  thanks  of  the  commander  in  chief,  but  of  die 
United  States  ^  for  greatly  through  their  inflrunientaUty, 
the  Jcrfeys  have  been  nearly  recovered,  and  a  viffaorious 
and  foperior  army  been  reduced  to  ad:  upon  the  dcfiai* 
five,  as  well  as  Philadelphia  laved,,  and  Fennfyhranit 
freed  from  danger.     Nor  will  gratitude  for^the  (hue 

'  "  which  gen.  Mifflin  had  in  exciting  them  to.  riie  in  &vor 
of  public  liberty. 

"  Toward  the  end  of  January  a  plan  was.  fbrmeid  for 
taking  Fort  Independence,  near  Kingibridge,  and  by  h 
doing  to  obtain  a  paflage  into  New  York  ifland.  About 
4000  milida  of  the  Maffachufetts,  Conoefticu^  and 
New  York  ftates,  in  four  divifions,  under .  generals 
Heath,  Woofter,  Parfons,  and  Lincoln,  weredeflitied 
for  the  fervice.  Gen.  Heath  was  commander  in  chief* 
They  marched,  the  divifion  under  PIcatk  fircun. White 
Plains— 'Under  Woofter  and  Parfons  from  New  RocheDe 
•*— and  under  Lincoln  from  toward  Tarry-town..-.:  All 
met  on  the  heights  about  and  near  Kingfbrulge..  The 
feirt  had  but  a  trifling  ganifbn,  which  could. havrnaade 
Mo  eiFe6tuaLrefiilance^  had  a  vigorous,  pulh  beeainftaiidy 
made';  and  the  txten  were  in  fpirits  for.  the  attraipc.  la 
tbk  way  only  could  it  be  carried,  wasdefencrtattempt* 
ed,  as  the  Ammcaos  had  no.  other  artiltopyitj^aft  t}^ 
field  pieces.  Widithefe  they  fired  a  niut^berof  fliMi 
ai^eighty  jor«  hwidred  Heffians>  anda  fewfigte^kMA^ 
*--*-'  "-'  *  -'"    '    *ho' 


AMBRTCAK       REVOLUTION.  419 

who  coUetScd  on  the  other  fide  of  Haerlem  river;  the  '777* 
Heffians'  were  thrown  into  a  momentary  confiif:on,  but 
foon  formed  again.  Gen,  Heath  demanded  a  furrender 
of  the  forr,  and  threatened  in  cafe  of  non-compliance. 
The  threat  was  difregarded.  The  troops  were  employed 
chiefly  in  picking  up  tories,  and  in  foraging  and  taking 
ftores  that  had  been  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  enemy,  till 
more  artillery  Ihould  arrive  from  Peek's-kil!>  which  a 
council  of  war  had  agreed  to  fend  for.  About  nine  days 
from  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Ainerlcans  before  t]ie 
fcMt,  the  arrillery  came  to  hand,  and  conlifted  of  one 
brafs  124  pounder,  and  two  howitzers.  The  twenty -four 
pounder  was  fired  twiccj  when  the  carriage  broke ;  and 
a  few  fhells  were  thrown  without  any  execution,  A 
great  number  of  teams  were  then  employed  in  carrying 
off  forage^  &c*  The  enemy,  who  had  been  reinforced 
during  thefe  delays,  fallied  out,  but  were  repulfed  : 
foon  after,  the  Americans  retired,  upon  a  report  that 
fome  Ihips  were  gone  up  the  North  river.  Gen.  Heath's- 
conduft  was  cenfured  by  men  of  fenfe  and  judgmentV  i 
who  were  with  him  on  the  expedition.  It  was  fraught 
with  fb  much  caution,  that  the  army  was  difappoiated,  , 
and  in  fome  degree  difgraced.  His  fummons,  as  he  did 
not  fulfil  his  threats,  was  idle  and  farcical,  and  tended' 
to  bring  upon  all  of  them  the  ridicule  of  their  enemies- 
The  Americans  fuffcred  much  from  the  weatlier,  arict 
not  lefs  from  the  failure  of  the  e?{p^:^dition.  Many  of?  I 
them  afterward  crofled  the  North  River^  and  proceeded^  | 
to  Morriftown.  1 

About  the  time  this  fruiriefe  e!cpedition  commenced, 
and  three  days  before  gen,  Waihington's  proclamation, 
plundering  had  become  fo  prevalent-  among  the  Ame-^ 
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^777Tican  troops,  that  his  excellency  had  it  infertcd  in  gene^. 
ral  orders — "  The  general  prohibits,  both  in  the  militia. 
and  continental  troops,  in  the  moft  pofitive  tcrms^  the 
infanious  praftices  of  plundering  the  inhabitants^  undei! 
;  the  Ipecious  pretence  of  their  being  tories.     It  is  our 
:   bufincfs  to  give  protection  and  fupport  to  the  poor  dif- 
treffed  inhabitants,  not  to  multiply  and  mcreafe  their 
calaniities.     After  this  order,  any  officer  found  plun* 
dering  the  inhabitants  under  the  pretence  of  their  being. 
tories,  may  expeft  to  be  punilhed  in  the  fevereft  maa- 
ner.     The  adjutant  general  to  furnilh  the^commsnding 
officer  of  each  divifion  with  a  copy  of  thefe  orders^  who 
is  to  circulate  copies  among  his  troops  immediately/* 
.   You  will  regret,    that  while  the  Britifh  and  HeflSans 
;   plunder  the  Americans,  upon  the  plea  of  their  being  rc- 
;   bels ;  thefe  Ihould  plunder  their  own  countrymen  upon 
the  plea  of  their  being  tories*     Hunrianity  and  good 
fenfe  (hould  diftate  a  different  line  of  conduit,  from  a 
l^elief,  that  men  of  oppofite  fentiments  may  a£t  confci* 
entioufly,  while  taking  contrary  parts  in  a  civil  conteft. . 
Feb.    :  Near  upon  2000  of  the  Britilh  went  on  a  foraging 
^3*     party  from  Amboy.  They  attacked  the  American  guards 
and  drove  them  five  or  fix  miles.     When  the  latter  were 
reinforced  by  gen.  Maxwell,    with  about   1400,  men, 
qhiefiy  militia,  the  others  retreated  with  fuch  precipiu- 
tion,  as  to  be  able  to  return  but  two  fires,  and  left  be- 
hind them  fix  of  their  men  prifoners  and  two  dead.  Thus 
are  the  troops  under  lord  Cornwallis  watched,  ftraitened, 
and  obliged  to  undergo  the  hardlhips  of  a  mQ&  fevere 
and  unremitting  duty ;  though  he  has  been  ftrengthened 
by  a  brigade  of  Britifh,  and  Ibme  companies  of  gr^na* 
diers  and  li§ht  infantry  from  Rhode  Ifland,    fhc  order. 

for 


AMERlCArr       REVOLUTION^.  42\ 

for  theft  troops  was  fent  to  lord  Percy,  gen.  Clinton  1 777, 

being  gone  to  England.  Lord  Percy  did  not  immedi- 
ately comply  ■  but  returned  for  anfwer^  that  the  enemy 
were  coliedling  a  large  force  near  Providence,  of  which 
circumltance  he  fuppofed  gen,  Howe  was  unacquainted ; 
that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  reprt:frnt  this  matter,  and 
to  add,  th^t  he  apprehended  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  fervice  there^  to  fend  away  fu  Urge  a  corps.  Gen* 
Howe  replied,  that  lord  Percy  knew  the  confequence  of 
difobedience  of  orders,  trial  by  court  martial,  and  ccr^ 
tain  fentence  of  being  broke  -,  but  that  he  was  inclined 
to  fhow  his  lordHiip  all  the  Indulgence  that  his  fervices 
delerved,  at  the  fame  time  he  infilled  upon  his  orders 
being  punctually  obeyed.  His  lordfhip^  feelings  have 
been  fo  hurt  by  this  reply,  that  it  is  apprehended,  he 
will  not  remain  long  in  a  ficuatipn  that  fubjefts  him  cq 
gen.  Howe, 

The  American  recruiting  fervice  went  on  moft  wretch- 
edly.     The  returns  which  gen*  'Walhington  received  j 
from  difterent  quarters,  w^ere  of  fo  extraordinary  a  na- 
ture, that  he  fufpefted  the  mofb  abominable  fraud  and  \ 
embezzlement  of  the  public  money.     The  accounts  of 
defertion  almoft  furpaffed  belief,  and  afforded  him  the 
higheft  probabihty,  that  officers  were  tempted,  by  the 
great  bounty  allow^ed,  to  exhibit  a  number  of  pretended 
recruits,  that  were  never  in  reality  inlifled.     But  the  evil 
ht  complained  of,  was  owing  greatly  to  the  prevailing 
method  of  inlifting  men,  yiz.  the  paying  of  them  the 
bounty,  and  then  fufFering  them  to  ramble  about  the 
country,  by  which  means  they  inlifted  with  lialf  a  dozen 
officers.     Inftead  of  being  formidable  by  the  middle  of  J/Tar* 
l^arch^  he  wrotCj  ^*  After  the  fifteenth^  when  gen*  Lin-     ^* 
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fJ'f^.  TOjn's  militi*  Ic^vc  us,  we  (hall  only  have  the  remains 
of  the  five  Virginia  regiments,  who  do  not  amount  al- 
together to  more  than  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  and  twp 
of  the  other  continental  battalions  very  weak.     The  reft 
^f  our  army  \s  compofed  of  fmall  parties  of  militia  fit>m 
this  ftate  and  Pennfylvania :  and  little  dependence  can 
l>e  put  upon  the  militia,  as  they  come  and  go  when  they 
ple^e.     If  the  enemy  do  not  move,  it  will  be  a  miracle: 
nothing  but  ignorance  of  our  numbers,  and  -fituatioo, 
can  proteft  us/'  He  has  fincc  owned,  that  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  this  laft  winter,  he  and  his  army  have  remained 
at  the  mercy  of  the  royal  troops,  with  fometimes  Icarcefy 
a  fufficient  body  of  men  to  mount  the  ordinary  guards, 
liable  every  moment  to  be  diflipated,  if  the  enemy  faafi 
only  thought  proper  to  march  againft  them.     The  ge- 
neral's whole  force,    including  militia,   at  Morriflowo 
and  the  feveral  out-pofts,  amounted  often  to  not  more 
than  1500  men ;  and  it  has  been  afierted,  upon  appa- 
rendy  good  authority,  that  he  repeatedly  could  not  mi](- 
ter  more  at  Morriftown  than  between  three  and  four  hun- 
cjred.     In  writing  officially  upon  the  fubjedt  to  the  go- 
vernor and  council  of  Connefticut,   the  reprefentatiop 
he  gave  of  affairs,  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  <^.  thofe 
who  heard  the  letter  read.    While  gen.  Waflungcoamis 
'  ^t  this  low  ebb  with  his  army,  gendemen  of  five  thou- 
fand  pounds  fortune  or  more,  and  many  othen  who  were 
men  of  fubftance,  though  not  equal  to  that^  did  duly 
as  fentinels  at  his  doors  and  elfewhere.  . 

Though  gen.  Howe  made  no  capital  ftroke  at  tbfi 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Americans  j  yet  he  concert- 
ed an  operation  againft  the  poffc  which  gen.'  M^Pouga)! 
occqpied^  dfi^vihcrc  ^  co(»iid?rabk  quanu^  of  picnrj- 
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iions  an4  ftor^s  was  dqpcifiiedsi**  A  detadbiKidiOMfl^Mr'ITT*' 
men  under  col  Bird,  was  tMtwyed  :hyatfe  'PhattC  Jfe> 
gate  tQ  Peek'srkmi  near  itftjr  mfljes  jfromOKew  Ycfk-' 
They  landed  Qnthe  234:9f:lVbrcb.  :  AsthegemawlMiid^tr. 
but  250  men  fk  for  dttty^  jnftrad  -of  6oatoqgMPd  tte  '^* 
place,  which  ky  10  a  boctx^miaod  was/iyot' tftiaU6,  iMt 
fired  the  pnncipal  ftore-houfes,  and  then  ()U)lted:^i 
town  in. order  to  occupy  the  important  ^afi  tlKtotigh' ttM 
highlands  on  the  eaft  fide  of -the  river,  about  two  ^l«f 
%nd  a  half  diftant.  ThC:  fire  rendered  ufclcfs  the  otijJ 
wharf  where  it  was  pra£ticablc  to  emtwk  dio^  remfittN 
ing  {lores  in  convenient  tinQic>/ which  made  itexpeditMi  '  \yl 
lorideftrpy  the  greater  partw  Q6L  Bird  havia^  [dene  i^ 
and  hearing  a  reinforcement  was  e:q>difi»d'by.the  Amtft 
ricans/  re-qn^i:^ked  th^.^ftm^  day.  .  SThe'  ]o(s'«>f:  fi»tl)  ^ 
molafies,  fiqur^  hi&uit,  ppdcv*l»ef,'i6^dryX>ati^  hoiy^  taU 
low,  iron  pots,  camp  ketcfesi^  canteensi  ixiwft,^  lUuls, 
wagons  and  cartSj  b«u;mdk(,  ffanfe-hoitTesj'  Boctptt-  atfit 
petiaugers  laden  with  jpFoyifiom,  was  very  confiderabk^ 
far  beyond  what  was  given  out  by  the  AmmcBUi^!  thoiu^ 
not  of  that  importance  and  magnitude^  iB.tct'aiifwer  t^ 
cxpedtationj^  of  gen^  Howe^ ..  Glen.  WafEdngoon  htfdl  re4 
peatedly  guarded  the  wmmiflary  againft*  firffering  afly 
toige  .q]iantities  of  pff6vifionS  to  lie  near  tlie  water^  ii| 
fu((h  pi^es  as^were  acccflabfe  to  the  eneoiy^s  &i{>pingi 
but  he  had'  not  l^een  properly  attended  to. 

The  wane  of  muikets  occfafiooed  a  dday  in  forwafti4 
ing  the  new  troops  fi-om  the  Mafiacl^uibtts^:  but  many 
of  the  militia  from  that  ftate  were  perfbqded  t(i  rfemafet 
at  Morriftown  for  fome  weeks:  bnger  ^bant  ^^  fixed 
time  of  fervice.  Fifteen  hundred  <^f  die  neW'Ctoopa  w<iiil$ 
have  been  upon  their  march,  bu^  ik^  ffg^  «<Mlf 
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>-77>  could  not  iupply  them  wkh  airns.  Tte  peiptodtjr  <Nk 
cafioned  b7  thUdrcumftance  was  however  of  fhcMto^ 
tinuance.  On  the  dajr  of  its  commencement^  dt  die 
following,  a  veflel  of  fourteen  guns  from  Franco  arrivei 
^  at  Portfinouth  with  364  cafes,  containing  1 1,987  ftand:^ 
flie  had  alfo  on  board  a  thoufand  battds  of  |k>wder, 
1 1|000  gun-flints,  48  bales  of  woollens,  and  a  fhudl 
quantity  of  handkerchiefs^  cottons,  linens,  and  other  ar^ 
ticks.  Congrefe  were  under  a  fimilar  diftrels  with  the 
Maflachufetts  general  court,  as  to  the  procuring  of  ttim 
for  gen.  Wafhington's  army :  but  obtained  a  fimilar  re^ 

^*  lief,  by  the  arrival  of  a  veflel,  with  10,000  ftaod,  be* 
^de  a  great  number  of  gun-locks.     Thefe 


arrivals  will  fumifli  an  ample  fupply  of  arms :  th^ 
difficulty  will  now  be  to  get  men  to  uie  diem.    HqSm 
Franklin  arrived  at  Nantz  the  13th  of  December.      •  ( 

The  brilliancy  of  the  fuccefles,  which  have  attended 
the  American  arnis  fince  laft  Chriftmas,  and  thciir  oioft 
happy  confequences  in  changing  the  compIexioD  of  thQ 
times,  muft  raife  the  charafter  of  gen.  Walbingtmaa 
}ughly  in  Europe  as  it  has  done  in  Americas  4»d  mgf 
lead  fanguine  fpirits,  who  are  flrangers  to  the  ital  cir-» 
cumftances  of  the  country,  to  imagine  that  he  willibofli 
be  able  to  drive  all  before  him ;  but  it  will  Mqtrire'  Ma 
utmoft  abilities  to  ad  in  fo  defenfive  a  marnier,  ia  to  ft^' 
cure  himfelf  from  injury,  and  at  the  fame  time  fiiiftiifia 
the  ofFenfive  plans  of  the  enemy.  He  is  indeed  to  have 
the  afliftance  of  a  body  of  cavahy,  which  will  be  of 
confiderable  advantage.  '.  .      ,    j 

You  will  fc^rce  thibk  it  beneath  remarking,  ihat^wfaea 
the  royal  army  had  pofleflcd  themfelves  of  the  Jcrfeyaj 
a^d  the  America aSw's  were. at. the  loweft  cbb^  then 

was 


was  not  a  fiogle  ilate,  or  csfial  town  or  dcty,  i(tf mot  i  Tyii 
wholly  ia  the  power  of  the  eoemf )  diat  made  achmim 
toward  fubmifllon.  But  in  the  mooth  of  Januarf^  the 
tories  rofe  to  a  great  head^  in  the  counties  of  SoncMSffit 
and  Worcefter,  in  the  ftate  of  MaryUuid ;  &  dnt  ia  Ae 
beginning  of  February,  the  congrels  were  obKged  130  eok 
ploy  feverai  battalions  (before  they  could  march  fbrwaid 
to  join  gen.  Waihington)  in  fupprefling  tiie  in&igenti» ; 
Committees,  from  the  four  New  England  ftates^  had 
a  meeting;  fince  which  their  proceedings  were  laid  be-> 
fore  congrefs;  and  the  bft  have  refohred,  **  That  dicFdi. 
plan  for  regulating  the  price  of  labor,  of  mamifa&ures,  *^ 
and  internal  produce  within  thofe  ftatc^  and  of  goods 
imported  fi-om  foreign  parts,  except  military  iloresj  be 
referred  to  the  confideration  of.  the  other  United  States  s 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to.them  to  adopt  fuch  mea* 
fures,  as  they  fhall  think  moft  txptdicBt  to  remedy  the 
evils  occafioned  by  the  prefent  fluduatmg-  and  esrarln-* 
tant  prices  of  the  articles  afprefaid: — That  for  this  pur-* 
pofe  it  be  recommended  to  the  legiflatures,  or  in  thdf 
recefs,  to  the  executive,  powers  of  the  ftatcs  of  New 
York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylyania,  Delaware,  Maryland^ 
and  Virginia,  to  appoint  commiflSoners  to  meet  at  York^ 
town  in  Pennfylvania,  on  the  third  Monday  in  March 
next,  to  coniider  of  and  form  a  fyllem  of  regulation 
adapted  to  thofe  flates,  to  be  laid  before  the  rdpe&ive 
legiflatures  of  each  ftate^  for  their  approbation  >-^Th^ 
for  the  like  purpofe,  it  be  recommended  to  the  k^fla-* 
tures,  or  executive  powers  in  the  recefs  pf  the  leg^ila* 
tures  of  the  ilates  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina^, 
and  Georgia,  to  appoint  commiilioners  to  meet  atCharlcf^ 
town  in  ^outh  Carolina  on  the  fuft.  Monday  in  Majr 


next."' 
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«777*  next,"    Some  of  the  Ncw.England  ftatcs  had  pafied 
a£bs  for  regulating  prices,  before  ditfe  reibludons. 

Feb.       On  die  27th  congrcfs  adjourned  to  meet  an  Philadel- 
phia the  foUowmg  Wednefday.    Before  adjourning  thcf 
FQcammended  to  the  Teveral  ftates,  the  paifing.  of  kws  . 
io  put  a  ftop  to  the  diftilling  of  graim 

Congrefs  having  difmilTed  dodor  Samuel  Stringer^ 
direftor  of  the  hofpital  in  die  northern  department'  of 
the  army,  (at  the  fame  time  they  difmiffed  Dr,  Morgim) 
gen.  Schuyler  took  offence  at  it,  and  cxpreflfed  hknltlf 
unguardedly  in  fome  of  his  official  letters :  npon  that 

M«r.  it  was  "  Refolved,  That  as  congrdS  proceeded,  to  die 
difmiffion  of  doctor  Stringer,  upon  reafons  famfa^bprjF 
to  themfelves,  gen.  Schuyler  ought  to  have  kncnm  if(  Ja 
be  his  duty  to  have  acquiefccd  therein :— That  the  ibg-i 
gcftion  in  gen.  Schuyler's  letter  to  congrefs,  that  ic  Mu 
a  eomp4iment  due  to  him  to  have  been  advi&d  of  tbi 
reaibns  of  dodor  Stringer's  difmiffion,  is  highly  dtrttgsj 
tory  to  the  honor  of  congrefs  s  and  that  the  prc&dcm 
be  defired  to  acquaint  gen.  Schuyler,  that  k  is'  cxpeStoi 
his  letters  for  the  future,  be  written  in  a  ftyk  more  fidt* 
able  to  the  dignity  of  the  reprefentativc  body  o£4«fi 
free  and  independent  ftates,  and  to  his  ofwn  charai£tet.«s 
their  officer.: — Refolved,  That  it  LsT  altogether  inapaoper 
and  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  this  congrefs,  to  inn 
terfere  in  difputes  fublifting  among  the  officers  of  cfaa 
army,-  which  ought  to  be  fettled,  unkfs  they  on: he 
Gtherwife  accommodated,  in  a  court  martial^  ^gtceaUt 
to  die  xules  of  the  army ;  and  that  the  czpseflSbn  in  gea* 
Schuyler's  letter  of  the  fourth  of  F«bniary*«/'  Thtt 
he  confidendy  expected  congrefs  woiild  hatve  dome  Um 
that.juflice,  which-  it  wa&-  ia  t^heir  powcv  tO'^an^mA 
I 
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which  he  humbly  conceives  they  ought  to  have  done"i77> 
-—were  to  fay  the  Icaft,  ill-adviled  and  highly  indecent*" 

**  Refolved,  That  gen.  Wafliington  be  informed,  that  «+* 
it  never  was  the  intention  of  congrefs,  that  he  iliould 
be  bound  by  the  majority  of  voices  in  a  council  of  war 
contrary  to  his  own  judgment:— ^That  the  commander 
in  chief  in  every  department  he  made  acquainted^  that 
though  he  may  confuk  the  general  officers  under  him, 
yet  he  is  not  bound  by  their  opinion  ;  but  ought  finally 
to  direct  every  meafure  according  to  his  o^n  judgment." 

In  the  month  of  January,  gen-  How^  difchargcd  all 
the  privates,  who  were  prifoncrs  in  New  York*  Great 
cornplaints  are  made  of  the  horrid  ufage  the  Americans 
•met  with  after  they  ^*ere  captured.  The  garrifon  of 
Fprt  Wafhington  furrendered  by  capitulation  to  gen* 
Howe  die  i6th  of  November,  The  terms  were^  tliat 
thiC  fort  fhould  be  furrendered^  the  troops  be  confidered 
prilbners  of  \var>  and  that  the  American  officers  Ihould 
keep  theli-  baggage  and  fide  arms.  Thefe  articles  were 
figned  and  afterward  publiflied  in  the  New  York  papers-, 
Major  Otho  Holland  Williams,  of  Rawlings's  rifle  re- 
giment, in  doing  his  duty  that  day,  unfortunately  fell 
iato  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  haughty,  imperious 
^deportment  of  the  officers,  and  the  infolent  fcurrilicy  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  Britifh  army,  fooQ  diipelled  his  hopes 
.of  being  treated  with  lenity.  Many  of  the  American 
officers  were  plundered  of  their  baggage,  and  robbed  of 
their  Tide  arms,  hats,  cockades,  &c.  and  othenvife  grofsiy 
ill- treated.  He  and  three  companions  were  (on  the 
third  day)  put  on  board  the  Baltic-oierchant,  an  holpi- 
tal  fliip,  then  lying  in  the  Sound.  The  wrctchednefs 
1^  his  fituatiQD  wa$  iu  Igrce  degree  alleviated^  by  a  fmal] 

pittance 
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,^^y.  pittance  of  pork  and  parfiiip,  which  a  good«natured 
iailor  fpared  him  from  his  own  mefs.  The  feurth  day 
of  their  captivity^  Rawlings,  Hanlbn^  M'Intirc  and  him- 
fdf,  all  wounded  officers,  were  put  into  one  common 
dirt  cart,  and  dragged  througH  the  city  of  New  Yoric, 
as  objeffcs  of  derifion,  reviled  as  rebels,  and  treated  widi 
the  utmoft  contempt.  From  the  cart  they  were  let  .down 
at  the  door  of  an  old  wajie  houfe  (the  remains  of  Ham*' 
den  Hall)  near  Bridewell,  which,  becaufe  of  the  €ipeii^ 
neis  and  filthinefe  of  the  place,  he  had  a  few  moiitlM 
before  refufed  as  barracks  for  his  privates;  but  now  was 
willing  to  accept  for  himfelf  and  friends,  in  hopes  iff 
finding  an  intermifiion  of  the  fatigue  and  perfecution 
diey  had  perpetually  fuffered.  Some  promotions  wcrt 
ifiiied  to  the  prifoncrs  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  wh« 
quantity  he  could  not  declare,  but  it  was  of  the  worft 
quality  he  ever,  till  then,  faw  made  uft  of.  He  was  in- 
formed the  allowance  confifted  of  fix  ounces  of  poiie, 
one  pound  of  bifcuit,  and  fome  peas  per  day  for  each 
man,  and  two  bufhels  and  a  half  of  iea-coal  per  week 
for  the  officers  to  each  fire»-place.  Thefe  were  admitted 
on  parole,  and  lived  generally  in  wafte  houifes.  The 
privates  in  the  Goldeft  ieafon  of  the  year  were  dofe  con- 
fined in  churches,  fugar  lioufes,  and  other  open'tnukt 
ings  (which  admitted  all  kinds  of  weather)  and  confe- 
quendy  were  fubjefted  to  the  fevereft  kind  oi  perftcu- 
tion  that  ever  unfortunate  captives  ftiflered.  Officers 
were  infulted,  and  often  ftruck  for  attempting  to  afibid 
ibme  of  the  miferable  privates  a  fmall  relief.  In  Aodt 
three  weeks  he  was  able  to  walk,  and  was  himfelf  a  wit-  " 
nefs  of  the  extreme  wretchednefs  his  countrymen  firf- 
fered.    H?  could  not  dqfcribethek-mifeiyv   T4ieir€oiiL 

flitutkn^ 
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ftitutions  were  not  equal  to  the  rigor  of  the  treatment  ,^^7, 
they  retcivcdj  and  the.  confequcnce  was  the  death  of 
many  hundreds.  The  officers  were  not  allowed  to  take 
mufter  roUs^  nor  even  to  vifit  their  nrien,  fo  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  alcertain  the  numbers  that  perifhed*  but 
from  frequent  reports  and  his  own  obfervations,  he  ve- 
rily believcd>  as  well  as  had  heard  many  officers  give  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  not  kfs  tlian  fifteen  hundred  pri-* 
foners  perifbed  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  in  the  city 
of  New  Yorkj  and  that  this  dreadful  mortality  was  prin^ 
cipally  owing  to  the  want  of  provifions  and  extreme  cold* 
If  they  computed  too  largely,  it  muft  be  afcribed  to  the 
ihocking  brutal  manner  of  treating  the  dead  bodies,  and 
not  to  any  defire  of  exaggerating  the  account  of  their 
fufFerings.  When  the  king's  commifTary  of  prifoners 
intimated  to  fome  of  the  American  officers^  gen.  Howe's 
intention  of  fending  the  privates  home  on  parole,  they 
all  earneftly  defired  it ;  a  paper  was  figned  expreffing 
that  defire:  the  reafon  for  figning  was,  they  well  knew 
the  effefts  of  a  longer  confinement,  and  the  great  num- 
bers that  died  when  on  parole  juftified  their  pretenfions  to 
that  knowledge.  In  January  almoft  all  the  officers  were 
lent  to  Long  Ifland  on  parole^  and  there  billctted  on 
the  inhabitants  at  two  dollars  per  week  ** 

The  filth  in  the  churches  (in  confequence  of  fluxes) 
was  beyond  defcription.  Seven  dead  have  been  fecn  in 
one  of  them,  at  the  fame  timcj  lying  among  the  excre- 
ments of  their  bodies.  The  Britifh  foldiers  were  full  of 
their  low  and  infuking  jokes  on  thofe  occafions,  bu:  left 
malignant  tlian  the  tories.     The  provifion  dealt  out  to 

*  The  major's  letter  to  col,  Harri fon,  one  of  gen*  Wafljington'* 
iecietaiies,  sifrer  being  cxcbvged  for  major  A  eland* 

the 
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f  777*  the  prifoncrs  was  not  fufficicnt  for  the  fupport  of  life  j  aaJ 
was  deficient  in  quantity,  more  fo  in  quality.  The  bread 
was  loathfome  and  not  fit  to  be  eaten,  and  was  thought 
to  have  been  condemned.  The  allowance  of  meat  was 
trifling,  and  of  the  bafefl:  Ibrt.  The  confequence  was» 
a  fufpicion  of  a  premeditated  and  fyfteniatical  plan  to^ 
;  delboy  the  youths  of  the  land,  thereby  to  deter  die 
country.  The  integrity  of  thefe  fuflfering  priioners  waa 
hardly  credible.  Hundreds  fubmitted  to  death,  rather. 
than  inlift  in  the  Britifh  fcrvice,  which  they  were  moft 
generally  prefTed  to  do.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Afne* 
rican  officers,  that  Gen.  Howe  perfedUy  undeiHood  the  . 
condition  of  the  private  foldiers ;  and  they  from  thence 
argued,  that  it  was  exadly  fuch  as  he  and  his  council 
had  devifed.  After  gen.  Wafhington's  fuccefe  in  the 
Jerfeys,  the  obduracy  and  malevolence  of  the  royafifla^ 
&bfided  in  fome  meafure.  The  furvlving  prifoncrs  vmre 
ordered  to  be  fent  out  for  an  exchange;  but  feverid  of 
them  fell  down  dead  in  the  flrects  while  attempting,  ta 
walk  to  the  veffels*. 

General  Wafhington  wrote  to  gen.  Howe  in  the  be- 
ginning, of  April,  ^Mt  is  a  fad  not  to  be  qudHoned^ 
tliat  the  ufage  of  our  prifoncrs  while  in  your  poflfefiioa» 
the  privates  at  leaft,  was  fuch  as  could  not  be  juftified. 
This  was  proclaimed  by  the  concurrent  teilimoBy  of  all 
who  came  out.  Their  appearance  fandtificd  the  afl^* 
tion,  and  melancholy  experience  in  the  Ipeedy  death  of 
a  large  part  of  them,  ftamped  it  with  infallible  certainty," 
The  cruel  treatment  of  the  prifoncrs  being  the  fubjeft 

•  See  col.  Allen's  pamphlets,  and  alfo  the  hon,  William  Heniy 
Pjrajton'^  .publication  at  Philadelphia,  O^.  24,  1778,  addcdflbV  to 
the  commiflloncrs  .Carliilejt  Clinton,  and  £deqt      .    . 
:.  of 
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of  convei'fation  among  fome  officers^  captured  by  Sii*  Guy  ^777^ 

Carleton^  gen,  Parfons,  who  was  of  the  company,  Jaid 
"  I  am  very  glad  of  it."  They  expreiicd  their  afto-' 
fiiihuient^  and  defired  him  to  explain  himfelf.  He  thus- 
addrefied  them,  '^  You  have  been  taken  by  gen.  Carleton, 
and  he  has  ufed  you  with  great  humanity,  would  you  '\ 
be  inclined  to  iight  againft  him?**  The  anfwcr  waa^ 
No.  "  So/'  added  Parfons,  "  would  it  have  been^  had 
tfac  troops  taken  by,  Howe  been  treated  in  like  manner? 
but  now  through  tliis  cruelty  we  fhall  get  another  army," 
The  honorable  William  Smith  efq;  *  now  at  Haver- 
ftraw,  learning  how  the  Briti(h  ufed  the  prilbners,  and 
concluding  it  would  operate  to  that  end  by  enraging  the 
Americans,  applied  to  the  committee  of  the  New  York 
ftate,  for  leave  to  go  into  the  city,  and  rcmonftrate 
with  the  Britifti  upon  fuch  cruel  treatment,  which  he 
doubted  not  but  that  he  ftiould  put  a  ftop  to.  The 
committee  however^  either  from  knowing  what  efieft 
the  cruelties  would  have  in  ftrengthening  the  oppofition 
to  Britain,  orfromjealoufies  of  his  being,  in  fome  other 
way,  of  diiTervice  to  the  American  caufe,  or  from  thefe 
united,  would  not  grant  his  requefl.  Gen.  Gates  hav  ! 
been  repeatedly  heard  to  fay  to  the  following  purport—  ■ 
*f  Had  gen*  Howe  {ttn  to  itj  that  the  prifoners,  and 
Jerfey  inhabitants,  when  fubdued,  were  treated  with  3& 
much  humanity  and  kindnefs  as  Sir  Guy  Carle  ton  ex- 
crcifed  toward  his  prifoners,  it  would  have  been  all  up 
with  the  Americans/' 

The  congrefs  commiflioners  for  treating  with  the  In- 
dians of  the  fix  nations^  and  their  brethren  on  the  Sof- 
quehann3>  have  had  repeated  meetings  with  them,  They 

•  Since  appointed  chief  jufticc  of  Cinadi, 
U  had 
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mi*  had  one  the  laft  Auguft  at  the  Germin  F'kttft  ;  iifccft 
Adam>  an  Oghuaga  Sachem^  made  mention  of  the  line 
,  that  was  fettled  between  the  Indians  and  whities  at  the 
treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix ;  and  obfervedj  that  by  the  agree* 
ment  the  whites  were  not  to  encroach  tipon  their  lands ; 
t>ut  duit  of  late  fome  of  the  white  peo[de  had  made  en* 
croachments  by  furveying  their  hunting  grounds^  dofe 
up  to  their  habitations.    He  defired  the  commiffioners 
to  confider  it,  and  hoped  for  redreis.    They  afiiired  the 
Indians,  that  the  great  coimcil  at  Pluladdidiia  iroiild 
fffefhially  put  a  Hop  to  fuch  wicked  praftices,  and  pu« 
niih  every  perlbn  that  jQiould  offend  agunft  dieir  orders. 
*^  If  any  perfons  (fay  they)  ihall  come  upon  your  hnds, 
we  defire  you  will  immediately  bring  them  to  die  mini- 
iter,  that  he  may  write  down  their  names  and  inform  ui 
of  it,  and  then  we  fhall  immediately  proceisd  againft 
them.    Brothers,  you  may  all  reft  afliired,  that  ho  white 
.  people  will  be  fufFered  to  pafs  the  line  fettled  at  Fort 
Stanwix ;  for  although  that  agreement  was  made  with 
the  king,  yet  as  you  are  fatisfied  with  it,  we  (hall  take 
care  that  it  is  complied  with."    Since  then,  fbme  of  the 
Indians  have  complained  of  a  number  of  people^  wh6 
have  gone  over  the  line,  and  fettled  on  the  weft  branch 
of  the  Sufquehanna,  contrary  to  the  Fort  Stanwix  treaty  j 
and  threatened  they  would  not  fuffer  them  to  ftay.  "  The 
people  have  not  any  legal  claim  to  the  ground  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commiflioners ;   who  fuppofe  that  •  coL 
Butler,  upon  coming  to  Niagara,  feized  upon  tlus  affiur 
as  a  fit  mftrument  to  foment  a  difference.    But  the  dif- 
ference, it  is  hoped,  will  be  prevented  by  a  late  treaty 
at  Eafton,  which  ended  February  the  fixth  to.  i^ulsiat 
larisfadUon.    The  commiffioners  fay,  «  We  remember 

the 
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the  agreement  at  Eon  Staninix^  rOiir.fiefil^  oitltg^t  rfMi  j^/f^ 
to  have  bought,  .and :;yowr .peijple  oot^  hwfft  fiJtWilaiMb 
contrary  to.tlje  former  agaaemeat.  tWi^  btom^^c'b^^u 
Mc  will  tell  this  matter  .tp  ^roogrcfsi  ;fikp  ^jyiil  >  inqvii^ 
and  not  foffer  the  qki  ^oe^ment  to  be  .brcJaar.hy  -any 
.of  their  people.  Xhey-  if^ill  oatt  ttbe,  iotrudorsibacki  moA  \ 
4o  ftridt  jufticeto  both  ^s.^'  'The  I;^a0s  /okniipg^ 
O^eanrto  adhjere/tkeadiiT:  to.lheir^eogagepoeiita.^f.Ol^ 
trality^  .and:abiblutely.prQixft.ag9anfl;,fi)th^||he  <wern|r 
,marGliing  through  ..their  .country  „hy  way  pf/Ni^ij^ijtp 
attack  the  ui^tedftates  ^'OrJthe,gcmy9fih€::kae^JQfu^ 
ing  that..way  l:o«a£tad^  tbeii^enemy*  .    .  j 

The  Americans  were. not. inreadinefistOibfg^iv^thckl 
naval.hQftUities  at  .a  .diltoncc  KfrQm,|ii?ir.iW^cn  ccwib  till 
Jate  in  the  >ft  year.  That  drcumftancc  r JboweFer^  j^ 
of  no  great  .difadvaatagc,  hy.xca^ajc>f.an  wcxpeft^jji 
occurrence.  The  ^coyeiy.  of  ^an ,  Mit«od«i  cpti^^auggr 
.among  the  negrp^.^f  Jaawc%..4etttt«djiJiCjfl  $$^ 

ter  the  cuftomary.  time  pf  faiUng.  fTJ^rQi^hvthia/d^tgrt- 1 
tion,  it  failed  at  a  /eafon ;  that  „was .  a(:coiiipar»^  .if?ii^^  \ 
much  tempeftuous  weather,  .which;,fcacccred  .,the|;ih}pb  ^ 
and  expofed  them,  to  fuoh  Anaerican  cruil^rSi  as  .l^y  \^ 
wait  for  them  in  the  latitudes  through .^hich  ithcy.^ese 
to  pafs  in  their  voyage  honieward.    vTh^  $Qpfeqi|Cnce 
was^  that  many  of  them  were,  taken  iby;the.^Aroeri(:;^ 
privateers.     The  trade  from  the  other. iflaDds.i&g^ggi ^ 
proportionably ;  fo  cthat  by.the. clofe  jo£  tho.yesu'r  tbfeflid- 
tifh  lofs  in  captures,  exclufiye.  of  trai^ii»jrts.aiid  govern* 
ment  ftor^fliips,  was  confidcrably  higbertthaa  ^  miUii^ 
fterling.     The  privateers  were  at  no.  difficulty;gs  CQ  dic- 
difpofal  of  their  prizes.  -vThcportspfi France aodrSpaaPi^ 
cfpecially  the  firft,  vwere'  open  .co.ihem>.lxith>ii\J&*H3a?ft 

Yql.  II.  F  f  and 
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177.7*  ^d  in  dicir  American  dominions*  In  the  lall  the  cajH' 
tors  fold  them^  openly,  v^ithout  any  colour  of  diigulfe 
On  remonftranccs  from  the  BritiQi  courts  a  litdc  more 
deconim  was  obfervcd  in  Europe,  ^d  a  check  gtvoD 
to  the  avowed  fale  of  them  j  for  a  while  they  were  obliged 
to  quit  the  harbours,  and  were  purchafed  at  the  entrance, 
or  in  the  ofHng.  But  in  the  Weft  India  Iflands  thf 
real  inclinations  of  the  French  were  undi%uiled*  Thg* 
not  only  purchafed  the  prizes  as  faft  as  they  could  be 
brought  into  port :  they  moreover  fitted  out  privateem, 
under  American  colours  and  commifllons,  and  with  a 
few  American  feamen  on  board  (at  times  probably  no( 
any)  carried  on  a  war  upon  the  Britifh  commerce. 

Though  many  have  been  the  captures  made  by  the 
fbips  and  armed  veffels  of  the  Britifh  navy,  they  have 
not  counterbalanced,  either  in  number  or  value^  thofe 
taken  by  the  Americans  from  Great  Britain.  Several 
of  them  indeed  were  laden  with  flour,  and  other  arQclqi 
for  the  trade  of  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  fo  proved  a  timely 
relief  to  die  Britifh  iflands,  which  were  fufFering  much, 
through  the  deprivation  they  lay  under,  of  thofe  variou^ 
fupplies  with  which  they  had  been  before  fumifhed  from 
the  American  continent. 

The  minifterialifts  at  New  York  will  ^undoubtedfy 
amufe  the  nation  with  accounts  of  the  thoufands,  who 
have  formed  themfelves  into  military  corps  under  the 
aufpices  of  gen.  Sir  William  Howe,  as  he  is  now  to  be 
ftiled  from  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  for  his  fuc- 
cefs  on  Long  Ifland.  But  when  the  camjpaign  com^ 
to  be  opened  by  Sfr  William,  you,  wiU  fiild  that  they 
are  reduced  to  hundreds;  and  that  the  acquisition. of 
ftrength  derived,  from  the  country,  :Whatevcr.flatft»ii^, 

appear* 
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appearance  it  may  have  upon  pa|)er>  is  no  w|fc  anfwer*  i^g^ 
able  to  the  report.     Gov.  Tryon  majrp^tfade  in  black     ' " 
and  white  before  lord  George  Germain,  with  his  ty» 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy  inhabitants  of  Nev 
York,  who  have  qualified  by  taking  an  oath  of  aOi^ii*^ 
ance  and  fidelity  to  his  majefty.    By  the  aid  of  th^ 
mayor^   he  may  increase  them  to  three  thoufand  an4 
twenty.    He  may  add  thofe  attefted  on  Staten  ifland  and 
elfewhere,  and  make  the  whole  amount  to  five  thouland 
fix  hundred  men.     He  may  alfo  tell  of  the  teyal  inha- 
bitants of  Queer's  county,   who  have  received  cigjht 
hundred  (land  of  arms,  with  demonftraticttis  of  joy,  and 
with  a  profefled  refolution  to  ufe  them  in^efence  of  die 
ifland  ^.    But  the  fervice  they  will  be  of  to  government^ 
in  the  great  American  conteil,  will  be  next  to  nough^  » 

The  G^^^/ii  reprefehtadves,  met  in  ^convendonj  una4»  r 
nimoufly  agreed  in  a  c;pnftitution  fpr  that  fkaise,  4Mii  the  \ 
5  th  of  February.  \ 


LETT    E    R^     I3C- 

Lond&ny  June  7,  1777^ 
Friehd  G. 

MR.  Sayer  fued  lord  Rochford,  in  the  court  of  177^ 
Common  Pleas,  about  thb  time  twelvemonth, 
for  illegal  imprifonment  j  the  jury  granted  him  a  tho^-. ' 

*  See  his  letter  puUiflied  in  the  Gaiette,  aad  10  die  Remoii*    «.. 
branccr,  vol.  V.  p.  loit 

Efx>-  .land 
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V^f6.  &na  poUha  Sam'agc^,    fubjeft   to  the  bpinibfi  of  "^flfe  ' 
'Joiift  iipoh^a  jicSnt  of  la^.     Thus  ended  an  Wiair,\\«Wdi 
m'tKe'cdiflmencerrterit  occafiioned  a  great  buflfe  -zhkS^ 
Sfe  jpedple. 

An  bh^ccouhtafele  indifference  pbflcflcd  the    listtSbii, 

•  tht-otigh  the  lall  fummer.  When  ^t  Ifcngth'thc  Aifim- 
<?an  cruifers, '  not  only  fcbured  the  Atlantic^  fetit  <lprini3- 
iVsg  over  the  European  feis,  brought  sdai^^hd  htlfiiffl^ 
to  bur  dbbrs — when  the  deftru^onS^hich  befell  ^^ 
Tibmeward  bound  richly  laden  Weft  India" Hfccts,  -pduKll 
eqiiil  riiin  upon  the  planters  in  the'  iflamb,  tod^tHc'BSBr- 
c|iants  at  honrte-^even  in  thatftate  ofpiibKc  ^i&*aiitl 
private  diftrefs,  an  uhufual  phleg|m  prfevaifcd,-*ahdSfflfc 

•  farfie  tranquil  countenance  was  preferved,  by  thblc'^^Mib 
had  not  yet  partaken  of  the  calrfnnity. 

Admirilftration  had  acquired  ftich  an -appeanihdb  of 
flability,  as  feemed'to  fender  theiti,  for  IBriie  cbtiSSiT' 
able  time  to  conae,  fuperior  to  the  frowns  of-  fitttttli. 
Supported  by  an  irrefiftible  majority  in  parliament,  tiicf 
were  already  armed  with  every  power,  which  they  wot 
capable  of  deliring  for  the  eftablilKmeht  of  .their  Ame- 
rican fyftem.  But  the  conduft  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards gave  them  juft  caufe  of  alarm.  The  French  and 
Spanifh  miniftry  not  only  connived  at  the  encouragt- 
ment  given  to  the  American  privateers,  but  filled  the 
ports  of  both  kingdoms,  with  fuch  indications  -as  de- 
noted that  objefts  of  far  higher  and  more  daMtcoas 
importance  were  in  contemplation.  The'hkv^'mAt- 
rations  carried  on  by  the  holife  of 'Bourbon,  became  ft 
oa.  length' fo*  formidable,  that  fiiteeri  Britifh 'fliJ^s 'of  di 
25.  line  were  fuddenly- put  into  cominiiflion  j  &nd:  die -dual 
.methods  taken  for  mannmg  them,  -by  a  yery  liotnaex* 

pcded 


I 


peeked  preft,  and  die  c^pewf^  ;o£:Jio^  Sf:^«H^^?^M?-^^ 
for  (uch  feameq,  as  M^Qujdp  ^f^^.V^^HP^^^^X  JP^  'S 
profFered  bounty.  ^  Soipe  dex&  after,  at?jcad§flqiag»i]^^ 
ijOTued  foi;  a  geiwal  faft;tiMjaugbL  Et^lftP^  ^  ^^*  $3 
be  obfeirved  the  ytlvof  De^o^^  . 

The  news  of  g?i?.  IJx)Mic;te  fe9ft,9P-'1^88j&^^ 
gave.dae  higbeft  fa,tis%5lioft  t(j  ajjfipjffil^ 
^^oageft  hopes  of  d?s  mpft  d§fl/i y^  §99^  q^^ 
The  meJpTenger  of  die.  I^KEatiopss*  Jw^.t||?i9  l^ut  tygj 
days  in  Loodon,  befco-c  a^itlc  ^d  b^^  o£  Ij^r  igajj 
t)el^owed  upon  the  gener^        ,        -    •     .:      ^      .v..  • 
.  Oil  the  laft  of  Oftober  the  ffffipa.  q(:  ^j^^^f  1$^ 
opened.    The.  royal  fpeqch.fefnaed  t^  tg^e^^c^  io^ign^ 
tio^^ajid  refentment^^ini^^ 

th?  receipt  of  affyranp^^^of  ^i^jr  from  ^  federal  coi^?® 
of  Europe  y^^  ftiU.,acl|^isQy{le^^.    Wh^n  |fe9: a^dffife 
of  the  hpuk  of  conp]|()g^$'|n  ^(Qf^^r  to  it  was  p^tice^sr 
Qfi  anaendnient  was  ffiftyp^  fof'fciy  lord  John  P?y^filft&j 
and  fuppprted  by  a,  ^ch  pfrhaps  t^^C;  pifi0:  r^aiaflc:qb|^ 
of  any  that  had  been  dcliy:pred;fin(;e.thc  cojwpafi^cfo^eijf* 
of  the  troubles,  for  the  freedprn  an^  pojitfodocfs  "^tfj 
\yhich  it  was-expre^ei.  -  Ijt.  entered  into  a-  CQj55)reh5P-.  1 
five  view  of  the  cpndu^  pf  tl^e  Rritift^mi^^  ?efpcfit-   I 
ing;  Anaerica ;  and  reprp^ed  ^en>  witU  the  RHrfvi?  ?f   | 
fcheAies  formed  for. the  rfduftion  an^  cji^^^xifnt  gf  §    j 
party,  fuppofed  to  <:oinfilt  of  fome'  incppfid^irate  an4  ^r    1 
tious  men,  but  which  hafi,  i^  tb^e  ifliie,  driyep  ttiirfec|f 
large  cplonies  intp  an  open  and  antied  yefiftancc,  ^ycry    I 
aft  of  pavJiament,  it  f^icij  pfOjppfed  ,as  a  ipeap  of  pro;: 
curing  peace  and  fubmiffip;n,  had  proyed>  op  dip  cop-  * 
trary,  a  new  caufe  of  oppofifion  andhqflijitjr;    The  na^ 
tion  w^  Aow  almoit  i^e^fricablj  iny.<^je4  .lA  ^  ^opfjJT 

F  f  3  and 
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«77*»and  cxpcnfive  civil  war,  which  direltened  to  esJiauft 
the  ftrcngth  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  and  to  lay  them  ^ 
open  to  the  mod  deplorable  calamities.  No  hearing 
had  been  given  to  the  reiterated  petitions  of  die  colo- 
nies, nor  any  ground  laid  for  a  redonciliationy  the 
commiflioners  nominated  for  the  purpofe  of  reik>ring 
peace,  not  being  fumifhed  with  fufficicnt  powers  to  bring 
about  fo  dcfirable  an  end.  It  obferved,  that  it  'mutt 
;  have  been  expcfted,  that  the  American  feamen  and  fiihtr- 
men,  being  indifcriminately  prohibited  from  the  peace- 
able exercife  of  their  occupations  and  declared  open 
-  enemies,  would  betake  themfclves  to  plunder,  and  wreak 
their  vengeance  on  the  commerce  of  Great  Britan. 
After  a  variety  of  other  obfervations,  it  concluded  iritk 
deckring— '^  We  fliould  look  with  the  utmoft  (haine 
(  and  horror,  upon  any  eventsr  that  would  tend  to  break 
the  fpirit  of  any  part  of  the  Britifh  nation,  and  to  bow 
riiem  to  an  abjeft,  unconditional  fubmiffion  to  any  power 
whatfoever ;  to  annihilate  their  liberties,  and  to  iubdoe 
them  to  fervile  principles  and  paflive  habits,  by  the  fi*oc 
of  foreign  mercenary  arms ;  bccaufc  amidft  the  exceffis 
and  abufes  which  have  happened,  we  muft  rclpcft  th; 
Ipirit  and  principles  operating  in  thefe  commotions,  dha 
wilh  is  to  regulate,  not  to  deftroy  them  s  for  though  dif- 
fering in  fome  circumftanccs,  thofe  very  principles  evi- 
dently bear  fo  exaft  an  analogy  with  thofe  which  fbpporc 
die  moft  valuable  part  of  our  own  conftitution^  Aat  k 
is  impoffible,  with  any  appearance  of  juflicc,  m  thUA 
of  wholly  extirpating  them  by  the  {wordj^  m  any  part  iof 
the  Britifti  dominions,  without  admitting  confequencOi 
^d  eftabliftiing  precedents  the  moft  dangerotis  to  dia 
liberties  of  this  kingdom/-   -Debates  prp  and  con  ftc- 
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ceeded.    It  was  the  fame  inthe  houfc  ofJords,  v4icre  '.^7^. 
the  royal  fpeech  underwtot  ^  no  lcj&  fevere  fcrutiny^ 
Since  the  declaration  of  independencej,  the  debates  in 
parliament  are  lefs  interefting  to  the  Americaos  thw  for^, 
merly,  brevity  in  the  account  of  them  will  therefore  be 
moft  acceptable.     The  oppofition  faid-^"  What  em.  . 
minifters  mean  by  affurances  of  frieiidly  and  pacific  fep* 
timcnts  from  abroad  ?  Poor  politicians  muft  they,  i^^ 
who  depend  upon  fuch  affurances,  in  the  bcft  of  nrrmf 
from  thofe  quarters  whence  they  now  come.  Old  grudges 
^re  not  fo  eafily  forgotten ;  and  this  nation  has  cyprj 
thing  to  apprehend  from  thofe  to  whom -it  has  done  fb  i 
much  mifchieF  in  the  laft  war*     Refentment  and  ambi*.  j 
tion  will  go  hand  in  hdnd  upOA  this  occafionj  and  wiU  j 
not  lofe  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  rjfrven^j  ^s  that  which  j 
is  opened  by  this  fetal  quarrel  between  Qreat  BritaSi ! 
^nd  her  colonic?.     The  preparations  of  tl\ofe  powers ! 
who  fpeak  &>  friendly  a  language  are  no  ferret;  thejf  i 
partiality  to  the  Americans  Ihows  their  intentions  t6  this  \ 
country ;  their  encouragement  to  the  privatcers^i  which  ' 
are  capturing  the  Britifti  merchantmen,  is  isi  fufficicot  • 
earneft  pf  the  defigns  that  arc  uppermpft  in  their  cqujh-  • 
crils,  and  is  but  a  prelude  to  what  we  are  to  expeft,  ^  \ 
foon  as  circumstances  have  brou^t  their  plans  to  ma--  ; 
(urity.     A  war  with  the  whole  hou{^  of  Bourbon,  and 
perhaps  with  otfier  powers^  will  be  the  inevitable  confer 
quence  of  continuing  hoftilities  in  America  i^  bvtfwh^ 
war  at  prefent,  will  nQ  loi\ger  refemble  thofe  m?^  ha^   ' 
formerly  waged  widi  the  princes  of  that  family,    Pqw^   " 
erful  as  they  were  at  that  ticfie^  diey  will  ftill  be  mvgh 
more  formidable  now  that  the  ftrcngth  of  America  will 
b?  thrown  into  their  fcak,.    It  is.  a  forrQwful^  but  a. true* 
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*V76frdflcAion,  that  one  half  of^  the  Bririfli  natStoi  is  bc^coiAtf 
ah  inffrument  in  the  hands  of  oiir  natural  eMtnU^ai,  iwth- 
\jKich  mofl  cfft6tually  to  dtftrefe  the  other.  Iiilpeae^ 
by  thefer  cogerir  reafons,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  nitlH  Whtt- 
fScls  them,  tq  oppofe  an  sftidtefe,  approving  of  tffticitijtt^^ 
i^ich  ftluft,  if  perfifted  in,  tcrnninate  inr  cakixAmt^,  duW 
will  give  fuch  4eadly  wounds  to^  Britain,  ^  may'  jirdire' 
ih'curable,  and  bring^  her  to  ftich  a  ftate  of  i^%iStfs  0 
Will,  ffonn  one  of  the  firft  powers"  in  the  ili^orld^-  redw^ 
Ker  to  hold  but  a  fecondary  rank  among  the  l^uroj^edsv 
j&tiohs/* 

Adminiftration  urged  in  favor  of  the  a«3drc&!— ^«  Nd»? 
tTiirig  is  f  dicommended  by  it,  th^  tends  to  opprcfr  ftB 
Americans :  no  rriore  is  required  of  them  thai  i  tttmH 
to  the  fame  6bcdierice,  which  every  other  fibbje^  19 
Bound  to  pay.  Is  it  confiftent  i*ith  the*  wif^om  of  thtf 
nation,  to  throw  dway  the  friiiti^  of  the  iftfiftittf  caitk  issi 
expe'nces'  it  ha^  bcftowtd  upon  the  eo!dnicfe,  whiJb  itaf 
fidpc  Hxn^ihs  of  rcclaim}n|g  them  from  thftir  def^fekoi  f 
"tb  give  tli6m  up,  will  be  t6  rcfigrt  th*  tVealthy  dW 
hrehgthy  and  the  importance  of  Great  Britain  3  thefc  m!€ 
evidently  at  ftakc  in  the  prefent  conteft ;  &asvtid  thi  ifliMI 
bt  It  be  'contrary  to  what  is  hoptd  by  al)  wellf  KTifbttfl 
%6  theif  cduntry,  its  fall  and  degradatlph  will  bi  tile  fl6« 
ceffaiy  cohfequehce.  The  k^^Ton  for  afgfling  is  Otrgfl 
TThe  Americans  have  bid  us  defiaricfc,  irtd  ««  NtdMii 
bur  enemies :  the  fword  is  therefore  fo  dfceidft :  k  ift  IMft 
to  be  feen,  whether  we  can  reducfe  therit  to  obSiBieiicc  Bf 
fuperior  force,"  It  is  time  to  aflcrt  our  hatiohal.  d^f^ 
and  fupremacyj  we  are  in  full  llrehgth  and  vlgat^  t6( 
refources  of  the  country  are  far  from  being  fe{libdAea'«. 
They  cannot  be  employed  upph  a  moit  ?riticiil  JttiS'ifti' 
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c^ifaty  dcca(ion>  thth^  fHe  preftfUL    IRW^  fuotellbs  ^ef  dtta^WTft ' 
laft  campaign  in  Aniericr^i  afibrda>Mft§ntftidfldt]^iOfri:l 
fp6(^  df  fetxHng  aifiairsr  to*  oinr  iatm&Omia'^'  JtipUitisdo 
profecution  of  the  bufinefs  in  hMi£i>yri&(1fitf^^ 
id    Much  iff  threatimedr  fibni' abroad;.  dtAgmtttttntas    .   7 
are  held  but,  and  Vte  are  toMdwtt  WHiiCioA ivt&lKf  lahM       '^ 
from  thefe  unhaf^  hto&dp  t»  ^QQetat  BciiaiAr  dim*; 
parable  damage.    But  the  pnideace  rf  ffs^^mtuiithagf 
fully  obviated  dieib  objedmiB.  ,  A  faificieac  ftrce  Mr 
preparing  tt>  face  aU  dangers  at  borm  -^  ai|d  die  ptili^peH; 
rity  of  our  arms  abroad  Has,  it  is  vnSi  Jaamh  caflta;. 
d^onp  on  all  the  parti&ns^  of  die  Amerkaat  tluxiug^iDiit 
Europe.     However  well  diey  niwf  wifk  tbem,  the  lOQ^ 
iliveterate  of  our  fees  wifi:  Mtf  veiitum  to  engage.  »ir 
diftant  a  quarfel>  uhtil  they  i^  better  figni  of  ilil  tsrnnaH) 
riatmg  to  the  advance  isf  ciur  opponents*    Wt  aclr. 
nowintl^  career  of  vii^ry ;  and  it  .iKiiE  betray  Hesdip: 
nefs  to  be  driven  oxnt  x>f  it  by  ii^c  appi^hciifio»Sw  '  ThU; 
people  2tt  hv^t  are  )?i(y^  gftfatlf  ali(;pSati^irom;dife  Anaie^: 
rieans ;  however  they  might  once  hate  beeii  incfioed  to 
favcMT  them>  they  are  fiiU  of  refentm^t  at  their  hoe 
condud.    The  declaration  ©f  indcjiendcnce  hail  entirely,  | 
alterfed  their  opinion  of  (^  cofonifUb''  .  > ' 

Th6  conclufi6n  of  th«  debates  was,  the  cairybg  ot: 
the  addrefe  in  tb6  houi^  irf  lohfc  byryr  yotesr«(^'^i 
and  in  the  houfe  ^  ceHntmbna  by  aja  tolSjJ.  Xhe;de» 
claration  of  independence  loft  the  Americans  many  fl4f* 
vocates  5  but  di^  gheat  bulk  Of  thofe  -wKo  had'  hitherto 
efpoufed  theil*  caufe,  dreaded  die  ilicceis  of  minifterud' 
meafures  againft  theoti,  fr6m.  an'  apprrfwnfion  of  the: 
danger  which  would  refuk  from  it  lo  the  Ulmties  of;[ 
this  country.    They  were  therefore^  be&cc  md  afier  the  ? 

8  •: "  opening  I 
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»77^  Opening  of  the  feffion,  indefarigable  in  reprelcntkig  t&c 
neceflity  of  putting  an  end  to  a  difpute,  which  they 
confidered  as  ruinous  in  every  fhape^  whedier  the  Biiofli 
arms  did  or  did  not  prevail. 

Kov.  A  motion  was  made  in  the  hoiife  of  conrimons  by  lordi 
.  John  Cavendifh,  for  a  revifal  of  all  thofe  ads  by'^diic^ 
;  the  colonies  thought  themfelves  aggrieved*  It  w«ji(' 
.  grounded  on  a  paragraph  in  the  declaration  of  the  c6in«> 
miffioners  given  at  New  York,  the  19th  of  Septemb^ 
in  which  mention  is  made  of  <^  the  king's  being  inqft 
g^ioufly  pleafed  to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all  afiai  hf 
which  his  fubjefts  in  the  colonies  may  think  diemftlviei' 
aggrieved.''  The  motion  was  oppofed  widi-  great: 
warmth ;  and  in  the  fequel  of  the  debate^  it  was  aflttttoi 
byminiftry,  that  until  congrefs  had  rcfcinded  the  dib^ 
daradon  of  independence,  no  treaty  could  be  jeittefcd 
into  with  America.  Such  an  affertlon  wiw  ieverdy  coi*' 
flired  by  oppofition,  as  being  po  lef%  than  a  deniiiiQ)a» 
tion  of  war,  and  all  its  calamities,  unlefs  the  AmerfeiuiB 
implicitly  admitted  the  principal  point  in  litigttcionj 
without  any  preliminary  ftipulation.  The  motion  :W1B 
rcjefted  by  a  majority  of  109  to  47.  This  r^€i&k)D 
exalperated  the  minority  fo  violendy,  that  a  part  ordati 
avowedly  withdrew  whenever  any  queftions  rehtfiiig  to 
America  were  propofed,  and  from  this  period  left  tlii 
houfe  to  the  full  and  undiilurbed  pofleffion  of  the  ma- 
jority. .  '         ■ 

They  juftiHed  this  feceflion,  by  alleging,  that  M  at^* 
tendance  on  thefe  matters  was  nugatory;  the  weight  of 
numbers  was  irrefiftible,  and  baffled  all  arguments.  It 
was  a  degrading  office  alway  to  contend  with  i'cciuumy 
of  being  defeated.    There  w^  a  tiqfie  whei\  leafbtiing 
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was  liftened  to,  and  had  its  cbe  influetice }  but  «s  expe^  iyf& 
rience  had  Ihown,  diat  dme  was  no  more,  it  was  wiftr 
to  acquiefce  in  filence,  than  to  undei]go  die  fiu%iie  of 
a  fruitiefs  oppofition.    The  feafon  was  not  yet  come  fir 
the  nation  to  be  undeceiyed.    It  was  tbJE^  tntereft  of  b 
inany  to  continue  the  deception^  that  it  would  idft  l3 
an  accumulation  of  cilamities  had  opprdTed  the  public: 
fo  as  to  be  felt  by  all  degrees.     Such  imazing  numbeni   \ 
were  benefited  by  the  meafui^  of  miiiifby,  thttliHd^  / 
feats,  difappointments,  and  lo&s.^f^vefykindi' hail  / 
difabled  them  from  p^rlulng  their  fehiwics  any  Icmgfif/  ' 
they  were  fure  of  a  rt&Sf  fupportfrofio  thdk  whcwii  Aejr  \ 
employed  in  their  execution.  ^I^br  thcfe  reafi^i^'they  | 
judged  it  neceffary  to  refofe  dieir'  piiefetrce  to  tranfa^on  | 
which  they  difapproved,  and  c6oii  not  hindar:'-ljtii 
whenever  they  perceived  that  advd^ty*  had,  as-tdl&a^ 
opened  the  eyes  of  men,  they  wo^i^- thai  trbme-fbrA 
anew,  and  endeavour,  if  poffli^le^  td-itifi^iedy'ihe  €v^ 
which  it  was  not  at  prefent  in  their  power  to  pnevent,    ^' 

The  ftrength  of  miniltry  was  now  fo  decifive,  that  J777* 
whatever  was  propofed,  was  immediately  api^rored^  imd] 
Carried  without  any  oppofition  bi'^ebiate,  .          .;; 

A  bill  was  brought  in  foe  '^^tkig*  Icsttisr^-'bf  mdi^rii^ 
and  repriikls  againft  the  AHiericansV  -This  was^fidbwi^ 
by  another  to  empower  dnf  crown  to  fedi&pe  ^cH  perlbAi 
as  were  accufed,  or  fiiipeSed-oflugli  trqdb»'  (coe^ 
mitted  either  in  AmNSricfa  of*  at  lea^^or  of  ptrai^.>  'By 
the  provifions  of  this  biU,  they  W^:.^t|te«o1iG  4i6^Bmci 
in  cuftody  without  bail  or  trial,  whUc  the  kw  colktiiiiied 
in  force :  it  was  referred  folely  -to  die.  pnVf  coymiMi  10 
jidmit  them  toeither.    Hi^  majefty  was  ^Ifo  empow<m(| 
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177:^  hj/:  wan^ant,  to  4pp.oirit  one^  or;  mpr?  ^ces  of  coQ^u>e^ 
ijDent  within  thp«  r^e^,,  %  th©  ijuftpijy .  j^  fudi^  pnfbopEs^ 
This  bill  Ipread  ^  generaj  alarm  tljroiigh  th^  xio^trQ^ 
jjfik.i  a(id  a  p^tifiipn  was  prefi^nted.  by  1^  city.  ^e^$ 
;    it^  condei^ning  ^h^  meafure^  profQfe4  iff  ^^  sis  yiolenff 
aa;^  uiKqaftitytiftn^Ij,  fufev^rfive  of  the  1^€4  »4  fi^ 
dameatat  rights  qS  t^  pppplpj  fobj?4lHig  die^p. te,.th^ 
snoft^ciruel  oppr-eifiop  ;^d  boadage>;^Qdimt;Fo^^Ye  ^ 
€Y^  fp^cips  of  HMfchief  ^  copfuSoa,    The  pstka^ 
wsw  pjrdercd  ^  ^e  vp^p.  thQ  ^Ip;  -b»t:  ftfobablj  i^aft^ 
way  for  the  iixtrodM^tioA  of  a  provifiona^  cUule,.  ei;i;t<^tii^ 
<^  tl^at  no  ofFcincc^  jha^.  be  coii{bue4  to  ly  pjlracy  Y^id(ii| 
the  nxwiir^  0f  tl^e-  ^,  fxcf|X  a^&  of  felony  ooifi-i 
»4tte4  0(1  the  ihi|>$  ^  goods  of  1^^  i^sye^'s;  f^l^|p^ 
by  perfom  w  thf  bigfe  fe^?,"  . 

The  bill  however,  cjid  nQt  p^fs  withput  ^ppoffdpQj^^ 
ifeve/e.^iaiftiverfioB.-  It  Y?as  faid,  that  it  armg4.gun 
lUidcfa  with  m  i^neoixftitutional  a^nd  d^.nS?rous  p^ffifk. 
A  cn^rc  pretended  fufpiciqn  or  fooliQi  CFejdi4ity,..u\  ^ 
m^«cenary  tool  of  s^  ?ninifterial  rri^gjftrjt?,  mi^t  f gqier 
lite  iph^biftMits  of  ^boveh^lf  the  PRipiFe  liafej?  tft  igippiT 
fonment  without;  bail  qv  xnmf^lffi,  Jidi4:ftot  iif9U){;$ 
M  Pathi  nor  that  th^  pmie§  ffewld  ^  Jie%pd  jft  ^eir 
^wn  juftification,  nor  €«rfrmted  with  the  wkmAj^Ii  »» 
thaJt  IWQ  witofffes  ftouW  bch^eegaf^  B(K:eflary  ^  the 
ccdwrabte  greund  of  n  cejmmitfrtpnf.  The  f§y.Mto  /op? 
pofcd.it,  contended  that  n^  lawfiJ  Qr  )^yiQu%  f^^s^ 
fvMfed  for  ifi^eftiftg  tii#  crown  vith  {9  ygvifoal  apoji^w. 
$iich  w  sx»w>fdiniir)'  meafwe  i:quM  .«a^  be  jC^Aecotoi 
la  9ftf^  ^  S^^  don^i?  49n^»  1^9  ^e  railqiQr. 
conftitution  were  immediately  thr^^i^nsdi  but  ixiidicr 
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of  thefe  couldbe  pleaded  ihihe  pii^viti&aaiC^.'  'J$htt,*^B' 
a  long  debite,  the  "WD  ^flfed  i^h-1im^i*efn$('^s:ib 
43.  TKe  btjpdiitiejn  -Wbifld  •hare  Iftrtii'  fttiott^/bOt-Hlt 
fecedmg  partf  ^wbttTd  not  -iffbi'd  ^flieir'MtoltoAl.  =  .  ' '  ~  ' ' 
«  Before  'this  ^nj^i^ei^  I'ftWo  ^vftthlg  *fe- fiwt  '•h 
Ehgtifli'  ghiiiiid,  'evi!^  '-fti^nger,  ^iivtii  sifli^W  live^lfc- 
caftie^s  ffite  as'avgVy*  oSrtr  tean  •wJ«t>'<i»e&diedtheiAnK 
•air  wtth-ftioT.  As-ffiings-  ii(*vf|b«d,l««^.TOlwittaat 
WeHIridies;  'evkr^ii&amnt-^'^ltiMii  cifMbalttis^fiiit' 

fr6m  Uie  Eaft  IfHJfesj  ie«tfy::gMitemxn'«hb  loi  traMitt 

r6rhtshieiaRiWedtl«S^,oe^«l^!ntaH^ 

-gated  thd  feas,'H-^'^**tt-'<rtfefldei'  Ulflieri:aPrtAij«>. 

rdry  proteiptioh'"*."  ""  '      ""  :•.;  '..'.  •    :;  /  .  .../u 

The  two  biHs  'reeeiVM=  %e  irO^UMi^t^  tfiei|}llrdr«^Mar. 
"March.  •   '     '"       •  '    '  '»     '• 

Toward' the  'dgfe  of  Ae  lift' ytear,'««Wd  4n''Ae  Jfcft- 
ginning  of  the  pf<^feht,'inuch.:COiMRifidn,'<-appttlie^i^B0d»  ^ 
and  fufpicion,  was  excited  by  AenflfatWrtefy  bf-a(¥fr«CcH^  1    .' 
enthufiaft  and  incencfiary,  fince  "well  'kftown"by'the''S^ 
pellation  of  -Joim  the  Pdittter,  but  *M»hofc-Pfel  nain«MWs 
James  Aitken,  born-atEdirtbtarghJand^bwdiar-jiailliei'i'i-: 
a  moft  profligaite  iarid'abaindoriied"vm*in. 

After  having  committed  the  iiioflf'^tixjdous'Critflesyife 
fhipped  himfelf  bff  for  'America,  =^d«  he '  cbAdffii^ 
about  two  years,  and  frOtti  whencri  he'fetumed  ifl^lftifeli 
1775.  The  viofentc  of  the  !artgtf*ge'«fid^>ift!ttdl[i»«Ms 
then  held  in  political  matters^  bj  the'pfeoplfraiwjng'wlifotn 
he  lived,  gave  birth  to  'that  tifthufiaftid  nnadnefs,'»5iirhSh 
afterward  became  fo  dartjgtfOtis.  Vwdcr'ks'bftiifefuriaf. 
fluence  he  rtturned  to'EftgiaAd'%ft3i-'thie'*nc»:idjneai^ 

*  Mr.  E4m, BnlKft'S'letter Wtirffteift <rf  tSM. ■\"  •'  . 
~,  antipathy 
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Mfjl.  antipathy  to  the  government  and  nation ;  and  adopted 
die  defign  of  fubverting,  in  his  own  fingle  peribiit  that 
power  which  he  {o  much  abhorred,  by  letting  fire  tb  the 
dock-yards^  and  burning  the  principal  trading  cities  and 
towns>  with  their  fhipping  of  whatlbever  fert^  ib  &r  as 
it  could  poflibly  be  done.    He  conilru£ted  fire-works^ 
machines  and  combuftibles  for  the  piupo&j  but  Was 
firangely  unfuccefsful  in  all  his  attentpts.    Owing  to 
dus  failure  in  his  machines,  the  nadcm  was  providently 
laved  from  receiving  fome  dreadful,  or  irretrievable 
Ihock.    He  however  fucceeded  m  fetti^g  fire  to  the 
rope-houfe  in  the  yard  at  Portfmouth,  ib^  bcgtiuiiqg  cf 
lait  December.  The  next  month,  while  party  and  political 
diflmioh  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  c£Bti&Bi^  be 
attempted,  firft  to  burn  the  Ibipping,  and  afterward  die 
city.    He  fucceedec!  only  fo  far  as  to  let  fire  to  Ibme 
warehouses  near  the  key,  fix  or  feven  of  which  weit 
confumed.    He  was  fbon  after  his  departure  fix>m  BiiflDl 
taken  up  on  feme  fufpicious  circumflances ;  andbdng 
circumvented  by  one  Baldwin  another  p^ter,  the  whole 
fcene  of  iniquity  was  brought  to  light.    Baldwiq  pre* 
tended  to  fympathize  with  him  under  his  misfor^c% 
and  to  hold  principles  fimilar  to  his  own;  and  c^boi 
vifited  him,  till  he  at  length  obtained  his  confidence  and 
drew  from  him  the  hiftory  of  his  crimes.    He  toU 
.  Baldwin,  that  he  had  been  in  France,  and  ieen  Mr.  Silas 
Deane,  who  had  given  him  fome  money;  had  encouraged  i 
him  to  fet  fire  to  the  dock-yards  at  Portfmoudi,  f  ly^ 
niouth,  &c.  as  the  beft  means  of  .difh^fling  Great  Bq«- 
tain ',  and  had  promifed  to  reward  him  according  to  die 
feryice  he  fhould  do  to  the  American  couic.    He  fiud^ 
that  Deane,  as  an  earnelt  of  what  ihould  foEow,  had 
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given  him  a  recommendation  to,  and  bills  lupon  a  mer-  ^IJl*^ 
chant  in  London,  to  the  amouti):  of  300  L  which  how-' 
ever  he  had  found  it  ncceflaiy  to  burn  to  prevent  a  dit 
covery;  and  that  in  confeqiiencc  of  this  cncourt^mcnt    ' 
he  procured  a  pafsport  from  the  French  king.    He  was 
condemned  at  Winchcfter  afTizes^  and  executed  ai:  Portf-      * 
mouth  dock^gate  the  tenth  of 'MarcH^  and  then  hung 
in  chains.    While  he  lay  at  Wincheftcr  aft?r  condenmar**   . 
tion,  and  before  being  taken  away  to  executionj  he  dc* 
niedhis  having  recommendations  And  bilk^  and  burning 
the  fame.    It  was  while  working  at  Titchfield  in  Hampf 
ihire,  that  he  conceived  the  idea,  of  feoing  fire  to  the 
dock  yards.     He  then  went,  as  he  faidj  to  France^  and 
applied  to  Mr.  Deane>  who  told  him,  that  when  the 
work  was  done  he  JOiould  be  rewarded.    .He  added>  that  | 
on  his  return,  and  after  fetdng  fire  to  the  n^-yai^  atj 
Portfmouth,  he  went  to  London  and  waited  on  Do&m*| 
Bancroft,   to  whom  he  had  a  verbal  recQmmcndatio|i 
from  Mr.  Deane,   but  that  the  doftor  gave  him  no 
countenance,  and  did  not  approve  of  his  condtrft. 

When  gen.  Lee's  capture  came  to  be  known  by  the 
gazette  of  February  the  twenty-fifth,  die  rejoicing  in 
Great  Britain  on  the  occafion  was  great.  Perfonal  ani- 
mofities  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  triumph  and  ex* 
ultation  it  produced.  But  the  famie  ^zette  furniflied 
more  than  a  counterpoife  to  the  joy,  in  the  accounts  it 
contained  of  gen.  Waihington's  fucceffes  at  Trenton  and 
Princeton. 

The  name  of  Lee  remm4s  me  of  Mx.Jrtbur  Lee. 
The  latter  received  timely  notice  of  the  afts  of  congrefi, 
fo  as  to  withdraw  and  get  to  Par^  a  few  days  after  Dr» 
Franklin's  arrival.    While  in  England  he  was  particUf 
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•1777*  lariy  commi(fi(»ied  »by  a  certain  body,  and  that  undir 
every  facred  promiife  of  fecrcfy,  to  make  difcovcries  and 
trianfmit  them  to  America :  he  was  alfb^peribnally  coin 
(ulted  by  Monfieur  Caron  de  Beaumarchaisu^n  9  ^ro- 
je£t>  ^hich  the  latter  had  formed,  of  eft^iihing^  cpm- 
incrcial  houfe,  fufliciently  powerful  andipiritsd^  toha- 
^zard  the  riiks  of  the  fea  and. enemy  in  carrying  .ftoies 
andmerchandife  for  the  American^  troops,     A  correipoo- 
dence  was  afterward  opened  between  them :  and  on  the 
ixiftof  June  1776,  Mr.  Lee,  under  the  jiame  •£ Mary 
Johnfton,  wrote  in  cyphers* to  Mr.'BeaumarekaiSj  thai 
the -army  6f  Great  Britain  in  America-would- confift'df 
forty  thoufand  men,  and  their  fleet -of  a^huadred  &^i 
and  but  two  only  of  feventy-four  guns.    -He  adi^iedjCbt 
di^atching  fecretly  ten  large  (hips  -of- war  tso^thc  Ciqpc 
or  Martinico;  and -■  their  joining  the  ^Ameriean -fleet, 
Icouriftg  the  American  coaft,  and  dcftroying^dic -whole 
Britifh  fleet  difperfed  as  it  would  be,  upon  whiahfueeels 
the  land  army  could  be  eafily  defeated.     ''-By^'^difs 
ftroke,"   fays' he,   "  the' Englifti- fleet- -wiir  be -iiftorttffly 
wouoded.     Do  you  fear  that  this  wiU'kiifdle  a^war^'be- 
twcen*  the  two  nations  ?  .But  how  will  -^England  be^abfe 
to  fupport*  a  war  -without  fleets,  -  without  colonies,  -  ^wth- 
out  feamcn/-without  refources*  ?  On-  the  contrary,  ^fyou 
fiifFer  America  to  fall  again  under  the^dominion  tP^gtg- 
land,  the  latter  will  be  for  ever  invincible.*'    -If^thJs 
propbfal  was- communicated  to  the'FreniBh  miniAers"*it 
was  adjudged  too  venturous  to  be  profecuted.    -Though 
France  mufl:,  for  her  own  interefl:,  - wifli  to  hare- die 
American:  ftates  perpetually  feparated"fix)m-Greafflri- 
tain,  yet  the  court  will  be  cautious  of  rifking  a  rupture 
with  this  country  till  the  profpe6ls  Of  j^ccds  'arc.-rx^ 
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tremcly  eitcouraging.     This  accounts  for  the  French  "77t** 
king's  iffuing  out,  about  the  month  of  Fctiruaiy,  a  pro- 
clamation, prohibiting  the  fale  of  Englifh  prizes,  taken  ' 
by  American  privateers,  in  any  of  the  ports  of  France:  ' 
but  as  the  purchafe  of  them  is  not  prohibited,  and  the.-: 
fale  of  them  only  in  the  ports,  the  Americans  will  find  ' 
no  difficulty  in*  difpofing  of  them  to  Frenchmen.    The : 
police  of  France  is  fo  well  conflxufted,- that  they  can  ^ 
eafily  convey  to  the  extremities  of  the  kingdom,*. tHe ' 
views  and  fcntiments  of  the  court,  and  fecure  d  ready ' 
compliance  with  them.    It  is  oidy  for  the  rtiinifter  to* 
give  the  farmers-general  his  infthiftioiiS;  ahd'fdr  them>-> 
through  their  lines  of  conneftioni«dth^ftvery  province;'* 
city,  town  and  village,  to  difltibutethSr-dlreifeionsj-oA* 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  moft  "diftaE*  piKs  witt'tldflir/' 
Ipeak  and  aft  mechanicalfy,  iii  unifoh  -ifiWi  ^  tfe-dr  t)ett3eni}     ' 
at  Verlailles.  •  -'.  i  '     ' "  -/  •'    :?  "tn 

On  the  20th  of  February,  the  BritiiSi  amt^afladdr'^tr'  \ 
the  Hague,  prefented'a  memorial  to  thdr  high*' mighci- J    ' 
neffes  containing  various  complaitis ;  ^fld  (ClOiGng  widi^   ; 
an  exprefs  demand  of  a  formal  dtfavbwal  of  tHe  faftiite     • 
by  Fort  George  at  St.  Euftatia,  to  the  Ainerican 'fla^il  \ 
and  of  the  difmiffion  and  immediate  recalLof  the  gbver--  • 
nor ;  followed  by  a  further  declaration;  that  tifl  thatia*:  ( 
tisfaction  was  given,  they  were  not  to'.exped:  that  hisi'  ; 
majefty  would  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  attlufed'by  mere  ait-    "' 
furances,  or  would  delay  one  inftant  to  j:ake  iuch  mea-T    ; 
fures  as  he  fhould  think  due  to  the  interefts  and  dignity*    ' 
of  his  crown.     Their  high  mightineifes '  difdainin^  the     ; 
fpirit  and  manner  of  the  complaint,  pafied  by  the  am^^ 
baflador  (Sir  Jofeph  Yorke)  and  alio  thefecretary  of  ^^ 
ftate,  and  commanded  their  miniftef  at  London,  the 
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«777*  count  de  Waldercn,  to  addrefs  himfclf  dtrcfitty  ttf'tlii^ 
king,  and  to  deliver  their  anfwcr  into  his  cmh  haUdi ; 
which  was  done  March  the  26thf    They  complwwd  of 
the  reproaches  contained  in  the  ambstiSador's  memorial, 
and  the  menacing  tone  which  reigns  in  it,  fbsdikd  be- 
yond i?hat  ought  to  take  place  between  two  forcnngb 
and  independent  powers.     They  did  not  di^nifi  the 
pcngnant  fenfation  with  which  it  had  imprcilc'd  them. 
They  afterward  mentioned  their  ha^nrig  ordered  cbe-^ 
vernor  home  to  give  the  neceffary  information  of  nine  kid 
paffed  i  and  their  refolution  to  difavow  every  ^ft  or  marie 
of  honor  that  a£l:uaUy  intended  in  the  leaft  degree  to  ie« 
cqgni&  the  independence  of  the  North  AmeruhiB  colo- 
vjm.    On  the  loth  of  April,  lord  Suflfolk,  by  letter,  af- 
fured  tht  county  that  lus  majefty  accepted  ti^  iati^- 
tk)n  the  m<inM>nal  he  had  addre£Gbd  to  bim.;  Jaut  ftat 
his  majefty  could  not  perceive  in  Sir  Jofeph  YoAse'a  me- 
morial, any  thing  cpntrafy  to  what  ought  to  take  place 
between  fovcfeigns  and  independent  poi^fers  in  die  weighty 
circumftances  in  queftion. 

.  In  February  and  April,  Meflrs.  Franklin  aadBcane 
lent  to  terd  Stormont,  two  letters  on  ihc  itibjo6b  of 
an  exchange  of  Britilh  fcamen,  prijR>ners  in  tfachaads 
of  die  caj^tain  of  an  Ainerican  frigate,  for  ah  ecyual  n^in- 
ber  of  Aikierican  iSeamen  prifbners  \n  England ;  and  ef 
the  cruel  trdatment  the  American  prtfonefs  meat  wkh  m 
Europe,  in  being  either  compelled  by  chains,  flr^pcs  and 
funine,  to  fight  againft  their  friends  and  rekobna^  or  kei 
to  Africa  and  Afia,  remote  froni  aU  probafailicijr':Qf  a- 
change.  They  had  for  anfwer-^'^  The  kaajg^a"  :axnfai£- 
fador  receives  no  applications  from  rebels^  liklda' tbey 
come  to  implore  liis  majefty*  s  nxercy/'  They  jMteauooed 
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}t  an  indid^  p^^9  and  renirnec}  it  (othigf  lord(hip^8.l77> 
.more  mature  confideration..    Jhe  iMsw.  qjfjgen*  Clio- 
ton's  bciftg  Cjreat^  a  knigiu:  ^  tbc:  ^#>  :^  ^  ^  ot^iftr^ 
^Yife  irxiportanc  to  the  ,iVrnericaB$j  tiian  a^  |k;  dire^iion  ' 
how  to  addrefs  him  in  future. 

"  A  frefh  effort  )vas  ma^e  ia^  d^e  I^ptife  cf  kjrds,  tD 
bring  aboyt;  $  f econciiiaoott  ibffw^ix  GreJK  Bxitaiix  an^ 
her  colonies,,  as  thfe^  ^;  fef « .ft^  jCftjU«j|^;  :The,  f»rl  of 
Chatham  had  been  ^eyeoted  o£-J|a4}$^  t>f  Im^a^ 
age  and  infom  &ate  oTKeaj^^  fipilt  ti^^g  i^  a^te 
part  in  the  difput^sQf  the  hoij^^,  .Bui  .tgi^iag  nAtJi 
concern  the  danjg^r^  which  iw»ift§ei  rtlwJ  fc«i4B^  he 
determined  .agam  to  come  fordi  friMii  Im  retrcai?^  uni 
endeavour  to  influence  rfte  CQiit«iMiuig,p*rtjflS;jtQ  Uftm  ito  |' 
'ta:ms  of  accommodadajft,    ,:Qn;  the*  jR«fe  :^vM*yi.  hci*y 
entered  the  houie  wra^}cd  k  ^n^^  9nd  jJ^ap^fH^iitMeh  r^ 
in  each  hand.     His  lordikip^  i[it|ii%  Ifi'^.plKd  aitd  | 
widi  his  head  covered,  deUveiM(i"i-i^gfc.!ikerBifi  he 
explained  tha  grt)unds  t^thc  vb6iiieA?i^.ynL%  to 

make.  He  recapitulated  ai>d  repirobattd  Jth4  inctfurcs 
which  had  been  taken  wtK  tfic  Aitie|fcans,:fropi'l4fe 
voting  away  of  th^ir  propetty  wiiih«tt^th«ir  €Gttftiit>  to 
the  attempting  of  their  Qwaqiicft  tiy^  die  mcL  of  Geiinah 
mercenaries.  He  etodeftvourad  to  'JOsbw?  tbe  ab&rdity' 
of  relying  longer  dn;'thd  £irce  of  ism^  ^3X^  vtif  patbtt-- 
tically  preflcd  the  neqsfiity  •  of  a  ipeedy  toiiciliiatiM.  A^ 
ter  fpeaking  for  fifty  iniquces^*hc.nioyed  Six:  m  addrs& 
to  the  throne,  "  mod  humbly  madvife.his  ms^eilif^^^l^ 
.  take  the  moft  fpcedy  and  efFeftual  meaiiircs  fyr  putting 
a  (lop  to  hoflilities  upon  the  onlyjuft  an^  fc^  founda- 
tion, namely,  the  removal  of  accumulated  grieyancesf; 
and  to  aiTuie  his  majdly^  tikt  the  houfe  will  enter  upon 

G  g  2    ^  this 
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1 777.  this  great  and  neccflary  work  with  checrfulnefi  and  dif- 
patch,  in  order  to  open  to  his  majefty  the  only  means 
of  regaining  the  afFciftioh  of  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  rf 
fecuring  to  Great  Britain  the  comnnercial  advantages  of 
thofe  invaluable  poffeffions ;  fully  perfuaded,  that  to  heal 
ahd  redrefs  will  be  mord  prevalent  over  th^  hearts  of 
•generous  and  free  bom  fubjefts,  than  the  rigors  of 
chaftifement  and  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  which  have 
-hitherto  ferved  only  to  fharpen  refentments  and  confbli- 
date  union,  and  if  continued,  mud  end  finally  in  dif- 
folving  all  ties  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies." 

This  brought  on  an  interefting  and  animated  debate, 
i:which  terminated  in  the  queftion's  being  put,  when  lord 
'Chatham's  motion  was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  99  to 
28.  The  miniftry  had  obtained  all  they  wanted  Bxrni 
'parliament;  were  confident  in  their  own  conceit,  and  in 
the  fuccefs  of  their  meafures  s  and  would  attend  to  no 
re monftrances  of  reafon.  i  ^ 

The  general  affembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland^  in 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  among  many  expreffionsof 
rloyaky  declared,  that,  fenfiblc  of  their  own  felicity,  they 
obfcrved  with  concern  the  firft  appearances  of  a  turbu- 
lent; and  ungovernable  fpirit  among  the  people  of  North 
America;  that  they  had  with  aftonifhment  contemplated 
its  alarming  progrefe,  and  beheld  fellow  fubjcflti  who 
enjoyed  in  common  with. them,  the  bleflings  of  hk 
majcfty's  mild  adminiftration,  take  up  arms  iii  oppofi- 
tion  to,  lawful  authority,  difclaim  the  fupremacy  of  the 
Britifli  legiflature,  rejeft  with  difdain  the  means  of  con- 
ciliation, and  labor  to  eredt  their  unlawful  confederacy 
into  feparate  ftates.  They  then, .  with  reverence  and 
gratitude  to  Divine  Providence,  offer  their  congratula- 
9  dons 
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tions  for  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  the  fleets  and  >777* 
armies,  that  have  been  employed  to  oppofe  the  violence  '    ^    , 
of  rebellious  fubjcftsj  and  to  reclaim  them  to  a  ftnie  \ 
of  their  duty  j  and  conclude  with  acknowledging  it  their  I 
immediate  duty,  in  the  prefent  fuuation  of  public  af- 
fairs, to  increafe  their  diligence,  not  only  in  confirming 
the  people  under  their  care  in  fentimenrs  of  loyalty,  but 
by  inciting  them  to  fuch  reformation  in  their  hearts  and 
livesj  as  will  avert  from  their  country  thofe  judgments 
which  their  iniquities  juftly  deferve- 

His  majefty  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  after  U^^ 
giving  his  royal  affent  to  a  number  of  bills,  clofed  clie 
feffion  with  a  Ipeecli,  which  finifhed  with  faying,  "  My 
lords  and  gendemen,  I  truft  in  Divine  ProviJence^  that 
by  a  welUconcerted  and  vigorous  exertion  of  the  great 
force  yon  have  put  into  my  hands,  the  operations  of 
this  campaign,  by  fea  and  land,  will  be  bleffed  with  fuch 
fuccefs  as  may  mod  cfFeftually  tend  to  the  fuppreiljon 
of  the  rebellion  in  America,  and  to  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  that  conftiturional  obedience  which  all  the  fubje^s  of 
a  free  ftate  owe  to  the  axithority  of  the  law/' 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  a  captain  Cunningham,  in 
a  privateer  fitted  out  from  Dunkirk,  took  and  carried 
into  that  port  the  Biitifii  packet  going  to  Holland,  Not 
underftanding  thoroughly  the  bufmefs  on  which  he  was 
fent,  and  being  hurried,  he  was  not  careful  tofecure  ii> 
ftantly,  upon  the  capture  of  the  veiTel,  the  packet  in- 
trufted  widi  the  king's  meffenger,  which  he  therefore 
miflTed  of;  but  the  mail  was  taken  and  forwarded  to  tlic 
American  commllTioners  ^t  Paris-    Adieu, 

.        Gg  3  L  E  T;* 
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Roxburyj  Otlciber  30,  ^7'77. 

•  tl  E  not  furprifed  at  reading,  that  there  \%  in  the 
^^  United  States,  one  enemy  more  formvlahle  ithaqi 
famine,  peftilence  and  the  fword — a  preyailing.confvpr 
tion  in  American  hearts,  a  depravity  more  incompatible 
with  their  republican  governments  than  darknefs  witlj 
light.  Such  languor  and  fupinenefs  reigns  evay  wlbefCf 
that  they  feem  unable  to  efFeft  any  pointy  thpygh  cycp 
fo  important  and  intcrefting.  In  the  ^niUtary  depaft-t 
nient,  it  looks  as  if  all  public  fpirit  was  fonk  into  the 
means  of  making  money  by  the  fervice,  or.qyarrdlifig 
upon  the  moft  trivial  points  of  rank.  Did  yoM  }U!fm 
the  puUings  and  haulings,  the  jealoufies  and  emul^tiQi^ 
of  the  military  and  other  gendemeni  which  conie.be&r^ 
congrefs,  you  would  be  greatly  confirncied  in  ypw  ideal  of 
the  famenefs  of  human  nature  in  Britain,  hiere,.  apd  cverj 
where. 
Apnl  Congrefs  concluded  upon  the  creftion  of  a  monument 
to  the  memory  of  gen.  Warren,  in  the  town  ofBoftgni^ 
and  another  to  the  memory  of  gen.  Mercer,  in  l^ri^^ 
rickfb^rgj  in  Virginia  \  and  that  the  eldeft  fon  pjf  %pu^ 
Warren,  and  the  ypungeft  fon  of  gen.  Mercer,  be  cdii-* 
cated  from  henceforward  at  the  exj)ence  of  die  UjiitoJ 
States.  They  conveyed  in  a  few  words  the  highelil;  ierukh-'' 
givm  on  tl^e  charaders  and  merit;?  of  the  4cc?afcd.    A* 
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Mercer  had  a  good  lamWd  eftate,  the  propriety  of  adopt-  '777* 
ing  his  youngcft  as  the  child  of  the  pubHc  was  obvious. 
Through  inattention,  gen,Warrcnj  wlio  feU  on  BrecdV 
hill,  had  not  been  properly  noted  when  congreft  pafied 
their  refolve  refpciting  gen.  Montgomery  :  the  propoiii 
for  paying  due  refpeft  to  the  memory  of  Mercer,  led  to 
the  like  in  regard  to  Warren. 

But  to  advert  to  military  operations.  Gen.  Lincoln 
was  potted  with  only  500  men  fit  for  duty  at  Bound- 
brookj  to  guard  an  extent  of  five  or  fix  miles,  which 
occafioned  their  flanks  being  expofed.  Lord  CornwaU 
lis  formed  the  defign  of  attacking  diis  poft,  and  chofc 
the  morning  of  the  ijth  for  its  execution.  The  plan  15, 
was  exceedingly  well  laid>  and  nearly  as  well  executed* 
Gen.  Lincoln  had  expected  a  manoeuvre  of  this  kind^ 
and  been  particularly  cautious  againft  a  furprife-  The 
enemy  however,  through  the  negleft  of  the  patroles, 
crofled  the  Rariton  jull  above  the  general's  quarters, 
undifcovered  till  they  had  advanced  within  200  yards  of 
him.  At  the  head  of  this  party^  confifting  of  about 
1000  men,  were  generals  Corav;allis  and  GrajiL  About 
1000  were  advanced  up  each  fide  of  the  Rariton  to 
Boundbrook,  to  attack  the  Americans  in  front^  where 
the  aftion  began  nearly  at  the  fame  time  the  others  were 
furroundingLincoln'squarters.  This  happened  between 
day  break  and  fun  rife.  The  general  and  one  of  his  aids 
had  juft  time  to  mount  and  leave  the  houfe  before  it  wa$ 
furrounded.  The  other  aid,  with  the  general's  papers 
and  their  b.^gage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  encmjr. 
The  artillery  confifting  of  one  fix  pounder,  and  two  three 
pounders,  were  alfo  taken.  Gen-  Lincoln  went  imme- 
diately to  give  directions  to  thofe  engaged  in  frontj 

G  g  4  while 
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'77.7*  while  lord  Cornwallis  flung  a  party  into  the  rear  X)f  the 
right  of  the  Americans.  Another  party,  from  their  re- 
fcrve  body  of  about  2000,  was  flung  over  Boundbrook 
in  the  rear  of  the  left,  with  the  defign  of  endrcling  the 
Americans  and  preventing  their  retiring  to  the  neigh- 
booring  mountain.  Lincoln  was  hereby  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  being  either  imprifoned  with  the  whole  party 
in  front,  or  of  paffing  between  the  two  columns  of  the 
enpmy,  which  had  nearly  clofed.  But  he  eflSr&ed  his 
paflfage  with  the  fmall  lofs  of  not  more  than  60  killed^ 
j^ounded  and  taken.  The  enemy  f(>on  evacuated  the 
place,  after  deftroying  twenty  barrels  of  flour,  a  £sw 
rr     calks  of  rum,  and  fome  other  articles. 

Congrefs  are  well  afliired,  that  Sir  William  Howe  had 
phc  laft  year  infl;ruaions  from  miniftry,  to  fecure  the 
North  River,  and  thereby  to  feparate  the  northern  fixwn 
the  fouthern  flates.  The  general's  fucceflcs  carried  him 
into  the  Jerfeys,  and  led  him  to  believe,  that  the  bufi- 
nefs  with  the  Americans  was  at  a  clofe,  fo  that  the  North 
River  was  neglefted..  Under  a  perfuafiori  that  Phila^ 
.delphia  was  the  objeft  this  year,  congrefs  refolved  upon 
forming  a  camp  immediately  on  the  wcftern  fide  of  the 
Delaware, 

April  The  following  prudential  aft  was  paflcd— *^^  Whereas 
the  continental  battalions  are  all  on  a  footing,  :liable  to 
.the  fame  kind  of  fervices,  and  entitled  to  equal  privir. 
leges  i  Refolved,  That  the  appellations— cdngrefi's 
own  regiment— general  Wafhington's  life  guards,  &c.-t- 
given  to  fbme  of  them,  are  improper  and  ought  not  to 
be  kept  up;  and  the  officers  of  the  faid  battalions  ^arfe 
required  to  take  notice  hereQf,*and  to  conform  tbem- 
felves  accordingly/'  .         _j 

,  ^'Rciblvcd, 
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'^  Refolved,  That  the  ftUe  of  the  committee  of  fe-  '777- 
cret  correfpondence  be  altered*  and  that  for  the  future  '^' 
it  be  ftiled— -the  committee  of  foreign  affairs ;  that  a 
fecretary  be  appointed  to  the  faid  committee,  Congrefs 
proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of  the  faid  fecretary,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken^  Thomas  Paine  was  elected," — the 
author  of  Common  Se?ife. 

^*  The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duft  of  the  enemy  reported :  ^^ 

"  That  in  every  place  where  the  enemy  has  been, 
there  are  heavy  complaints  of  oppreffions,  injury  anci 
infults  fuffered  by  the  inhabit:ints  from  officers,  foldiers 
and  Americans  difaffeded  to  their  country^s  caufe.  The 
committee  found  thefe  complaints  fo  greatly  diverfiiied, 
that  as  it  was  impoffible  to  enumerate  them^  fo  it  ap- 
peared exceedingly  difficult  to  give  a  dilUnft  and  com- 
prehenfive  view  of  them,  or  fuch  an  account  as  would 
not,  if  publifhed,  appear  extremely  defeftive,  when  read 
by  the  unhappy  fufferers  or  the  country  in  general," 
+  "  In  order  however,  in  fome  degree,  to  anfwer  the 
Hefignof  their  appointment^  they  determined  to  divide 
the  object  of  their  inquiry  into  four  parts — Firft,  the 
wanton  and  oppreflive  devaftation  of  the  country  and 
deftruftion  of  property. — Second,  the  inhuman  treat- 
pient  of  thofc  who  were  fo  unhappy  as  to  become  pri- 
foners. — Third,  the  favage  butchery  of  many  who  had 
fubmitted  or  were  incapable  of  rcfiftance. — Fourth,  the 
lull  and  brutality  of  the  foldiers  in  the  abufing  of  wo- 
men." 

*'  They  will  therefore  now  briefly  ftate  what  they 
found  to  be  the  truth  upon  each  of  thefe  heads  feparate^ 
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'777*  ^y*  ^^  fubjoin  to  the  whole>  affidavits  anflt  citlUEr  ^- 
dence  to  fupport  their  aiTertions." 
.    V  I.  The  wantoB  dnd  oppreffive  <iCTaftflrfim  of  tfag 
country  and  deftniftion  of  property." 

f'  The  whole  tra£i  of  the  Britifli  army  11    nMcio64 
witk  defolation  and  a  wanton  deftru£Han  of  pTtfpmMfj 
particularly  through  Weft  Chefter  county  in  the  flme^ 
New  York;   the  towns  of  Newark^   EHeabietlh«-t€H^, 
Woodbridge,  Brunfwick,  Kh^on,  Princeton,  aad  Vud* 
ton,  in  New  Jerfey.     The  fences  ddftriayed,  thtt  fioHfes 
dcferted,  pulled  in  pieces  or  confumed  by  ft-e^  and  tlH 
general  face  of  wafte  and  devaftation  fpread  a¥€t  -^  fidi 
and  once  well  cultivated   and  well  inhabited  coitaitiT; 
would  afFed  the  moft  unfeeling  with  mekuicholy  orcom^ 
pafficm  for  the  unhappy  ftiflferers,  and  witk  lndigiiaMil 
^md  refentnient  againft  the  bafbaroos  mr^ffin.     It  dv; 
(erves  notice,  that  though  there  are  many  inftmoo  of 
rage  and  vengeance  againft  particular  perfbns^^yn  ibt 
deftrudVion  was  very  general  and  often  undtftinguilhcdi 
thofe  who  fubmitted  and  took  protefUons,  asidlbtne^Hui 
were  known  to  favor  them,  having  fr^uentty  fuSBtiwi 
in  the  common  ruin.     Places  and  things,'  whtciii  ^firoit 
their  public  nature  and  general  utility,  ^mild  bave  ima 
fpared  by  a  civilized  people,  have  been  deftra^redy  w 
plundered,  or  both.    But  above  dl,  places  «f  nofft^ 
minifters  and  religious  perfons  of  fome  pardcidar  ^fto^ 
teftant  denominations,  feem  to  have  been  treatfed  niA 
fhc  moft  rancorous  hatred,  and  «  the  iame  dme^  wiA' 
the  hjgheft  contempt." 

«  2.  The  inhuman  treatment  of  thoifewhH> •*!««•  lb 
imhappy  j^s  to  b^oome  prilbnerV ■  -^  :  .'. 

<*  Tilt 
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, ."  I'he  pulbners,  inftead  of  that  humane  ticattTient  17^. 
which  thofe  takea  by  the  United  States  experienced, 
were  in  general  treated  with  the  greateft  barbarity.  Maay 
of  them  wert  near  four  days  kept  without  food  altoge- 
ther* "When  they  recciTCd  a  fupply^  it  was  both  infufl 
ficient  in  point  of  quantity,  and  often  of  the  worft  kind. 
They  fuffered  the  utmoft  diftrefs  from  cold>  nakednefe 
and  clofe  confinement.  Freemen  and  men  of  fubftancc 
.  fuifered  all  that  a  generous  mind  could  fuffcr^  from  the 
contempt  and  mockery  of  Britifli  and  foreign  mercena- 
ries. Multitudes  died  in  priion  ;  and  when  others  were 
ient  out,  feveral  died  in  the  boats  while  carrying  a  Ihore, 
or  upon  the  road  attempting  to  go  home-  The  com- 
mittee in  the  courfc  of  their  inquiry  learnedj  that  fome- 
times  die  common  foldiers  exprelfed  fympadiy  widi  the 
prifoners,  and  the  foreigners  more  than  the  Engliflj. 
But  this  was  feldom  or  never  the  cafe  with  the  officers  ; 
nor  have  they  been  able  tu  hear  of  any  charitable  affiil- 
anee  given  them  by  the  inhabitants  who  remained  in, 
or  reforted  to  the  city  of  New  York ;  which  negled:,  if 
univcrliil,  they  believe  wa^  never  known  to  happen  ia 
any  fimilar  cafe  in  a  chriftian  country." 

"  3.  The  favage  butchery  of  thofe  who  had  fii^ittcd 
and  were  incapable  of  refiltance/' 

"  The:  conmmittec  found  it  to  be  the  general  opinion 
of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Princeton  and 
Trenton,  that  the  enemy  the  day  before  the  batde  of 
Princeton  liad  determined  tp  give  no  quarter.  Thejr 
did  not  however  obtain  any  clear  proof,  that  there  were 
any  general  orders  for  that  purpof?  i  but  the  treatment 
of  feveral  particular  pcrfons  at  and  ftncc  that  timej  has 
bceti  of  die  tpQl^  ibocking  kip^^  a^d  gives  too  much 
,  1  coun* 
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»777*  countenance  to  the  fuppofition.  Officers  wouiufed  and 
difablcd,  feme  of  them  of  the  firft  rank,  were  baiba- 
roufly  mangled  or  put  to  death.  A  miniftcr  of  the  gof^ 
pel  in  Trenton,  who  neither  was  nor  had  been  in  arms, 
'was  maffacred  in  cold  blood,  though  humbly  iu|:lplicadi]g 
for  mercy" — ^[Mr.  Rofeburgh  of  the  Forks  of  Delaware.] 

**  4.  The  luft  and  brutality  of  die  fbldiers  in  tfcc 
abufing  of  women."  -      . 

*  "  The  committee  had  authentic  information  of  many 
inftances  of  the  moft  indecent  treatment,  and  aAtial  ra- 
viftiment  of  married  and  fingle  women ;  but  Ibeh  is  Ac 
nature  of  that  moft  irreparable  injury,  that  the  perlbm 
liiflfering  it,  and  their  relations,  though  perfedHy  inno- 
cent, look  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  reproach  to  have  d« 
fafts  related,  and  their  names  known.  They  have  haw- 
ever  procured  feme  affidavits,  which  wiH  be  puBEflied 
in  the  appendix.  The  originals  are  lodgfed  with  Ac  fc- 
cretary  of  congrefs."  '' 

^*  Some  complaints  were  made  tb  ''tfae'comnjandiag 
officers  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  one  affidavit'  made  ^before 
ajuftice  of  peace;  but  the  committee  could  not'kam 
that  any  fatisfaftion  was  ever  given  or  punilhment  itt- 
flifted,  except  that  one  foldier  at  Pennington  was  kept 
in  cuftody  for  part  of  a  day."  .       . 

^'  On  the  whole,  the  committee  are^brryto  £ty,'that 
the  cry  of  barbarity  and  cruelty  is  but  too  well  fbnhdeds 
thofe  who  are  cool  to  the  American  caofe,  have  hothidg 
to  oppofe  to  the  fafts  but  their  being  incredible,  knd 
Hot  like  what  they  are  pleafed  to  ftilc,  the  genero^ 
•and  clemency  of  the  Englifh  nation.  The  comtnititt 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  one  of  the  circumflances  moft 
frecjuendy  occurring  in  the  inquiry/- was  the  ot>probr]o«Js 

''  diicUinfol 
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difdainful  names  ^vcn  to  the  Atri^icaEfi  5  liicfe  tidnot  t777- 
need  any  proof,  as  they  occur  fo  frequently  ifi  the  ncwC^ 
papers  printed  under  their  dirtftion,  add  inthe  ihtcr- 
cepted  letters  of  thofe  who  are  officers  and  caU  thcih>- 
felves  gentlemen.  It  is  eafy  therefore  to  fee  whitt  muft 
be  the  condudt  of  a  foldiery  greedy  of  prcy^  toward  a 
people  whom  they  liave  been  taiiiglit-to  look  updn^  h&t 
as  freemen  defendirtg  their  rights  on  principSc,  but '« 
defperadoes  and  profligates,  who  haverifen  up-i^hft^^'/; 
law  and  order  in-  general^  and  'wi0i^'the  fubwrfick  rf 
fociety  itfeE"  :^  .  ;;  V  '•  '  "vy-^li    ^* 

"  This  is  the  moft  candid  attd  charitable  manbar  iri 
which  the  committee  train  account  for  *he  nieldSnohiO^ 
truths;  which  they- have  beeii  obli^d  tt>  ^^rt. '  Indedd 
the  faiiWe  deluding  '^riridple  feifcms  to  govern  pciHbASJljfld 
bodies  of  the  bighdft  -Wftlc  in  ftMsiin  :*-iR)r  it  is  -worthy 
of  notice,  that  ^  not  pampWetett-s  only,'  but  kiog  ^ttd 
parliament,  conrt:andy  call  thofe  stfts'  Icniiy,  whicH  on 
their  firft  publicajdon,  filled  this  whole*  continent 'with 
refentment  andhoitror."  ''  '  ...v  ..'  1? 

"  Refolved,  That  the  fdid  report  te  accepted,  -  and 
that  the  committee,  'who^brou^C  h?  jxfy  publilh  dte  filmc 
with  the  affidavits." :     .      ^        •  .    -        ^ 

The  royalifts,  or  tones  as  they  are  geherajy  called,  in 
the  Maryland  counrijes  of  •  Sbmeapfet  and  ■  WofCefl:er> . 
became  fo  formidable^  that  an  inrqrre£tion  was  dreaded; 
and  it  was  feared,  that  the  infui^cnts:  would  in  fuohcifc 
be  joined  by  a  numbier  of  difafie£tod  perfons  :^in  the 
county  of  Suffex  in  the  Delaware  fiiate.  Congrcfs,*  to 
prevent  the  evil,  recommended  the  apprehenfioh,  and  Apr* 
removal  of  all  perfons  of  influence  or  of  defperatc  cha*  —  • 
rafters  within  the  counties,  of  SuiTex,  ^^Worcefter  and 

Sbmerfct,    . 
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f  777f  Somcrfet^  who.noanifefted  a  (U^e£^  t;atfacAnM»»^ 
o^fej  to  foitie  remote  pli^e  within  their  it^Vi^|ii¥e.(iftte% 
there  to  be  fecured^  ami  authtffif^  .fh^  gfryif r^er ^ 
Maryland  to  detain  tbe  weakeft  t^nplKSitf^  Imfaik^ 
till  further  orders. 

j:  From  appearances^  the  friends  pfAmenc^  ^a4  f^^W 
fei  f>clieve>  that  the  tories  in  the  NewEsgland  gQ^^cm- 
mesitcs  and  New  York  (bate  had^lia  coRi^eftfid  aa  iiifij^ 
Apdl  itiSion.  Gen.Gates>  who  had  hem  imt  xq  oaqam^ 
'"  tt  the  aorthem  department,  wmtctp:  gi;iu>^)f,^ 
^^  The  committee  of  Albany^  alarmed  at  file  iftQindig 
tiicreafci  andpk)ts  of  the  tories  in  this  and  d>e  ISi^lf^vik's 
iqOuOtry>  have  defired  me  to  ap^^  to  you  ao^  tfwp  .ffvg^ 
Imctee  of.Berkfhircj  to  fend  H'^Hiirfly  n  ftwwfcnjjni 
Ibrcement  of  militia,  not  1^  thto  a  cen^^ktr  rMJffl^lWti 
10  fecure  this  place  (A]Jbany>  i>9^  Chein<gMrJi»»  a$'^ 
ferent  pofts  bttwcea  Albany  and  Lafe?  Gwflgq*!'  -  ,1  '. . 
'  Sir  William  HoWe  haying  tJHmfiA  IW^ilignwgW..^ 
the  Americans  had  depofitqd  Urgy^jq^MMitiesff^^fli^ 
and  provifions  in  Danbury  and  thfrtn|(hlK)|i|rliM)dL;^^ 
dered  an  expedition  to  be  Uftdeft^^Af^r  ^^g^gfie&an 
of  them,  under  the  qommand  of  goy.  Tr^e%  >ii|Ai9  hid 
accepted  of  the  rank  of  major  genetal  of  ikc  ^iniiik 
ciab,  and  afpired  after  a  military  chara&er. .  :Sir.Wil&8un 
very  prudently  appointed  gen.  Agnew  and  Sir  ^NTHUilb 
^sikix^  to  acconipany  him  uponithe  fatviau 
nient of abbiit  aooomen paEedthpough tiie.. 
dcir  the  convoy  6f  a  proper  naval  armameni^  imdliinrf^ 
ing.  between  Fair£eld  and  Norwalk^  x.iittft  WTqabioD 
t  k%,  advanced  widiouiD  internjption^  Jtiid'tnriKii  th^vUk 
2^-  lowing  day,  a  lirde  after  one  in  die  aftcnuxmi  iirvDai^ 
bury,  about  23  miles  diftant*  Th^. iemdSiA^jmm*' 
,:-.  nentab 
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centals  there,  was  obliged  ro  evaciime  the  town,  tiaring  ^-^^t 
previQuily  iccured  a,  foiall  part  of  the  ftores,  provifions, 
&c.  The  enemy,  on  their  arrival,  began  burning  and 
deftroying  the  remainder,  together  with  18  houfes,  their 
furniture,  linen,  &c.  which  were  judgedj  from  cireum- 
Ihnces,  to  have  been  fingled  o^it  for  that  purpofe.  In 
one  they  killed  two  elderly  men  and  a  negro,  and  then 
burnt  them  with  the  houfe.  Not  one  of  the  tory  houfr3 
was  damaged.  They  dcflroycd  at  Dan  bury  1 800  barrels 
of  pork  and  beefi  700  barrels  of  flour;  1000  b^ifhcb 
of  wheat,  rye,  oats  and  Indian  corn ;  clothing  for  a  whole 
regiment;  and  1700  tents,  which,  through  their  fcarcity, 
were  a  great  lofs  to  the  Americans,  To  thefe  muft  be 
added  about  100  barrels  of  flow>  and  100  hogfhcads  of 
rum,  wliich  met  with  the  i^ame  fate  upon  the  road  by  which 
they  returned;  tWfc  are  the  main  articles  that  were  Aa\ 
ftroyed.  The  burning  of  the  houfes  appears  to  have 
been  unneceflary,  and  wholly  the  effeft  of  malevolence. 
On  the  firft  approach  bf  the  Britifli  Armament  die 
country  was  alarmed :  and  eafly  the  next  mOriiiijgj  gen, 
Silliman*  with  about  500  militia  (all  that  had  thtn  cc^ 
lefted)  purfued  the  enemy*  He  was  joined  on  his  TVay 
by  gens,  Woofter  and  Arnold,  and  a  few  more  militia, 
A  heavy  rain  fo  retarded  their  marchj  that  they  did  not 
reach  Eethel  (a  village  two  mitea  fnom  D anbury)  till 
eleven  at  night*  An  attack  on  the  Britifh  was  poft- 
poncd  till  they  ftiould  be  upon  their  return.  On  the 
117 th  in  the  morning,  the  royal  troops  quirted  Dacbury. 
The  Americans  were  early  in  motion.  Two  hundred 
Koruined  with  gen<  Woofter ;  and  about  400  were  de- 
tached under  gctis.  Arnold  and  Silliman,  About  nine 
O'clock  gen,  Woafter  was  informed,  that  the  enemy  liad 
-  ..i  taken 


J 
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S777*  taken  the  road  to  Norwalk^  on  which  he  purfiied  tlienQ» 
came  up  with>  and  harafled  their  rear;  and  took:40pri- 
ibners^  but  was  mortally  wounded^  -  Gen..Amoldj.fay 
a  forced  march  acrofs  the  country,  reached  Ridgefleld 
at  eleven;  made  a  barricado  on  a  rifing  ground. acrafi 
the  road ;  polled  his  fmall  party  of  500'meni(  100  hav- 
ing joined  him)  fo  as  to  have  his  right  flank  covered 
by  a  hofufe  and  bam,  and  his  left  by  a  ledge  of  rocks^ 
and  thus  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy;  who^  upon 
difcovering  die  Americans,  drew  up  and  ad^nuiced  in  i 
heavy  column,  extending  themfelvesin  order  tooutftudc 
and  furround  them.     They  marched  up,  and  ceduved 
feveral  fires,  which  they  returned  briikly.    For  ten  mi* 
nutes  the  adion  was  very  warm,  till  they  had  nude  a 
lodgment  on  the  rock,   when  a  retreat  was  btdcwA 
After  gaining  the  rock,  they  levelled  a  whole  ^|33aCdoa^it 
gen.  Arnold  within  30  yards ;  and  yet  but  <me  fliot  JhAd 
efied,  and  that  killed  his  horfe.    He.  had  pyefehw  V    1 
mind  to  take  his  piilols,  and' got  fafe  offi  by  fbootiAg  a 
foldier  dead,  who  was  advancing  haftily  to  nlfi^-liktt 
through  with  hi&  bayonet.    The  Americans  ocmcSmicd 
to  keep  up  a  fcatteririg-  fire  foY  die  iremairang.p«tii,jof  Ae 
day.     The  Britifii  halted  all  night  at -Ridgcfieldii'iaad 
in  the  nriorning  attempted  to  bum  the  churchj  uv4ri£di.  • 
was  a  confiderable  quantity  of  pork  and  wheait^  butpdl^: 
fire  was  extinguifhed  without  havii^  done  Bny^mafuM 
damage.    They  however  fired  fow  private  i 

April  wei^e  cpnfumed.    Monday  about  fun 'rife,  tiay : 
their  march;. but  perceiving  that  Amold^widi'ja^ 
of  men,  wason  theroadtQN6nvalk,rth^lUcdbflNiniit  ; 
eafl:,  forded  Sagatuck  river,  and  marched  iiy-tbe  ftferf- 
It  on  a  ridge  of  hills. .  The  Americans  keptWtdieoacft 

fite 
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fide  nearly  half  a  mite  ftoM  Aem.  *  Eadi  cannonaded  ^Tf^ 
the  other  at  times  very  warmly,    About  three  a-dddk     ■'  * 
in  the  afternoon,  col.  Denrif^  and  a  fmali  party  o£am- 
tinental  troops,  forded  the  river  up  to  their  naddll,  vm 
diicovered  by  die  enemy,  and  fell  on  their  rear  and  te^ 
and  galled  them  exceedingly.     The  Amcrieans  marth^d 
on  till  they. got  to  Sagatuck.  bridge,  about  two  fftiki 
from  Campo  of  which  the  enerhy  poffeflfed  themfelv^i 
after  landing ;  when  both  being  upoii  high  knd>-  afbiii 
ous  cannonading  enfued,   which  confinudd  fcr  ffSwtiL 
minutes.     The  Britilh  tiicn  pufhcd-  oh  iwdi  vigor  Vi 
reach  their  (hipping.    Arnold  widi  a  cfivificrti  purfatA 
clofely ;  and  by  a  quick  march  g^^ncdf  wi  tnftincncse  ^ 
the  right  flank  of  the  enemy's  rear.    Aft  ineefliiit  flwi 
of  fiekl  pieces  and  (matt  v^nn%  ibyowed  Ibr  a  &^ 
time,  but  with  little  or  no  execution.    The  AxfifitkBM        \ 
could  not  purfue  further  without  bciag  expo&d  Vf'itM 
fire  of*  the  fhips.    The  va<k  <rf  the  Sritilh'  iouncsdiatdi!^ 
embarked.     The  cenfre  and  rear  fortncd  oit  the  hiik         \ 
While  the  field  pieces  wcfepiaying  on  the  boat%  odk 
Lamb  of  New  York  advanced  with  a  pajfty^offlooiMA 
within  loo  y^rds  of  the  enemy*  <>a  the-hill^  maiSkgihi-^ 
them  from  behind  a  ftone  i*aB.   i'Thlbf  in  about -tM    ^'- 
minutes^  fent  a  party  fiom  tlteir  f^hfi  to  djOk  cbcs  AmM  i^  ^ 
ricans,  and  advanced  another  party-  -frorft' their  fpcM^     * '  - 
who  came  runningdoWo  die  h'ifl  i«4di  gfna^fuurp  ^^VMl^ 
withftanding  the'  fpirieed  tismieim^cf'^cL  IM9^  " 

party  inftandy  retreated  in  gmn  dii^x^def)  afidii«Mf  ^i|||^ 
fued  to  the  foot  of  ths  hili>  MdiMt^&ig^b'tn^ 
venture  to  fupport  them*    Tbetfe  ilfkii  mmp^-M  lNi^»;  ^ 
fought  their  own  feftty  bf  a  %€fe(fy'ai#ifcf-   t^h^^i^iUlll^     ^ 
Vol.  II,  Hh  \       .  ^ 
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*777*  dcr  of  the  Britifli  foon  after  embarked  without  fiirtfaer 
moleftation* 

Thus  ended  an  afikir^  ^hich  refiedb  much  Ilonl|r  oa 
1  gen.  Arnold  for  his  perlbnal  bravery;  but  npt  n^uch 
'  wpon  gen*  Tryon's  expedition  (if  the  plan  was  his)  as 
the  deftruftion  of  American  property  was  not  a  £uSici&A 
jcompertfation  for  the  lofs  which  the  detachment '.uncjer 
.  him  fuftained.     The  enemy  allow  that  the  excxirlion  coft 
them  dear;  and  from  various  accounts  and  circuni- 
Ranees,  there  is  little  reafon  to  doubtj  but  they  had, ft 
leaftfour  hundred  killed^  wounded  and  taken*.    A  great 
.  Iiumber  of  the  Connedicut  militia  aflemblcdj  but.ooC' 
.'  more  than  6  or  700  of  them  fubjefted  themielves^tp 
^ny  o;;der>  the  reft. were  mere  ipeftators:  ofiuch  as  did 
fubje(5t  themfeives;  too  many  befhaved  in  a  di%nice^ 
cowardly  manner.  .  Their  affembling  howevqr>a^.  av- 
erting themfelves  as  they  did,   feryed  to  fhowiin^.a 
ftriking  point  of  view,,  the  fpirit  of .oppofiUQn  prevailing 
among  the  people.    The  k>fs  of  the.  Americans  iRgp^ 
jibout  twenty  men  killed  and  forty  wounded*  .  Dpffav 
Attwateir,   a  gentleman  of  confiderable  influencej-iqi 
among  the  flain.     CoL  Lamb  received  a  violent  Qontii* 
jQpn  on  bis  back  from  a  grape  fhot,  while  attempting  io 
wily  his  men.    Gen,  Arnold  was  expofed  at  thc^Jguw 
jlime,  and  had  his  horfe  fhot  through  the  necic.    Jfi^t^ 
:  .Woofter  languifhed  for  a  few  days  under  the  iroaind^ 
.  had  received,  and  died  on  the  fecond.of  M^,    .-Cm- 
-grefs  refolved  that  a  monument  ihovdd  be  ereQ^.tp  jj^t 
:inemory,  9s  an  acknowledgment  of  his  merit  and  fe|y|)^^ 
The  general  behaved  with  great  vako'^. and  Ipft^l^jife 
-glorioufly  fe  dpfending  the  liberties  (^.America,,  at^dk 
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advanced  age  of  feventy.  Proper  notice  was  taken  »777»| 
of  general  Arnold,  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  when 
congrefs  refolvcd,  "  That  the  quarter-jmafter  general  be 
direfted.to  procure  a  horfe,  and  prefent  the  fame  pm- 
perly  caparifoned,  to  niajor  gen.  Arnold,  in  the  name 
of  this  congrefs,  as  a  tplcipn  of  their  approbation  of  has 
gallant  conduft  in  the  aftion  agamft  the  ertemy  in  their 
late  enterprife  to  Danbury,  in  which  gen.  Arnold  had 
one  horfe  killed  under  him,  and  another  wounded." 
They  had  chofen  him  m^or  general  .on  thd  fecond  d£ 
May. 

.  General  Wafhington  concluding  that  a  bridge  whicii 
the  Britiih  had  been  preparing  at  Bruniwick,.  was  in-* 
tended  for  the  conveying  of  them  acrois  the  Delaware, 
direded  Mr;  Merfereau  to  procure  the  exaft  breadth'rf 
the  river  from  Corriel's  ferry  to  the  falls,  that  fo  know- 
ing that  and  the  length  of  the  bridge,  which  he  meant     i 
to  obtain,  he  might  penetrate  where  it  was  that  they  de-     J 
figned  to  pafs  over.     Inftead.  of  his  army's  gathering 
ftrength,  proportionable  to  the  exigencies  that  exifted>-   ; 
he  had  to  complain  of  the  uncommon  prevalency  of  de-    ? 
fertion  in  it.     The  deficiency  in  Ibme  of  the  corps  which 
joined  him,  from  that  and  other  caufes,  was  ahnoft  in- 
credible.    It  was  the  cafe,  that  too- many  convift  fer- 
vants  were  purchafeji  from  their,  matters  by  the  recruit* 
ing  officers;  and  on  fuch  there  could  be  no  reliance^  1 
The  general  wrote,  ".  Nothing  byt  a  good  face  and  falfe  Aiay  . 
appearances  have  enabled  us  hitherto  to  deceive  the  j'*' 
enemy  refpefting  our  ftrength." 

General  Parfons,  knpwmg  that  the  Bririfh  commi0a- 

ries  had  been  employed  in  procuring  forage,  grain,  anil 

qther  neceffaries  for  the  royal  army,  which  were  dcpofited- 

H  h  a  1* 
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"  777-  at  Sagg  harbour,  projfcfted  a  fchemc  for  d*ftroying  tfMMl; ' 

and  employed  col;  Meigs  in  executing  it.     The  ectoftel 

left  New  Haven,  with  his  men  in  thirteen  whal6  bottb 

on  the  2ift  of  May,  and  proceeded  to  Guilfbfd.     The 

wind  being  high  and  the  fea  rough,  he.Coiiid  hot  pa& 

the  Sound  till  Friday  the  23d.     He  tiicn  kft  OtiUfiird 

at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  with  one  huAdl^d  nd 

feventy  men  of  his  detachment,  under  conVdjF  of  't9nf 

afmed  (loops,  and  in  coitip^ny  with  another  uniimtJsdttP 

bring  off  prifoher^,  and  eroded  the  Sound  td  thtf  iiiiNii' 

branch  of  the  ifland  near  Southhold,  where  he  anJMKl- 

about  fix  in  the  evening,    He  ordered  the  whote  bMts, 

with  moft  of  the  men,  over  land  to*the  bay,  vA^fe  they* 

reimbarked  to  the  number  of  one  hundi^  fSLtvA'  fMfty^' 

and  at  about  twelve  o'clock  arrived  fitfe  acroft  dob  ba^f^ 

(which 'feparated  between  the  north  and  fouth  brmokvf 

the  idand)  within  about  four  miles  of  Sagg  hSfkttui:: 

the  boats  being  firH  fecured  in  the  wood^  uildir  due  cdrt* 

of  a  guard,  the  cobnel  marched  witii  tht  reniiuning  de« 

-  tachment,  in  the  greateft  order  and  litence,  t^d  At  tM^ 

May  o'clock  arrived  at  the  harbour.  '  The  fevend  Ayn6bm 

^^* '  with  fixed  bayonet,  attacked  the  guards  and  poflis  dEigadk 

them.     The  alarm  foon  became  general,  when'* ibhMMr 

of  12  guns  and  70  men  began  afiire:  tileAnMMiM' 

returned  it,  and  fired  the  veflels  and  forage,  brifiCd  'Mit' 

captivated  all  the  foldiers  and  failors,  e^ce^t  tit  'wlK^' 

efcaped  under  cover  of  the  night. "  Twelve  iMigl.  Md* 

floops  (one  an  armed  veflel  with  lagufts)  about  4-lttilK' 

dred  tons  of  preffed  hay,  oats,  corn  (fneondsg  IijOfiK)) 

and  other  forage,  ten  hogfheads'  of  tum^  mA  «  .]|g|^ 

quantity  of  merchandiib  were  confumed.    TM  ^^fe^itp 

returned  fafe  widi  all  his  men  to  tauilford  by  M^'^tfttodk 
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in  the  afternoon,  with  ninety,  prifofjers  f  haying  in  tweatjr^jin^ 
five  hours,  by  land  sjnd  w^ter,  tx^nffHSft^d  WU  men  foU 
ninety  miles)   without  having,  a  fingk  daw  kiUed  or 
wounded.    The  enemy  had  fix  killed. ,  Gpngrcis  hav» 
fince  ordered  an  elegant  fwcH'd  to  be  pre&nted  ta  him. 

General  Wafl|ington,  at  fength  W*^  fcpiwwhat  9ft- 
inforced,  quitted  Mdrriftovm  ticrfm^  (be  end  iC^  MajF"; 
and  advancing  within  a  &w  miles  of  Bmri09)fik,  ififiA:     ^^ 
poflfeflion  of  the  ftrong  cinmtiy  ^)KmWi^W^9sik^ 
His  whole  force  however,  ppcftnt  ^  fic  ^  ^W^^  ior 
eluding  what  were  wider  :eWi  StflJftW^  ^«l»  II^  4fe  fi 
fmall  diftance  from  him)  wiA.WHM3»ft»  IWiiio»^ 
dred  and  eighty  cavafcy,  >iipm^tdd>  .^|lift.j^^,^Juf«^    9» 
jto  no  more  than  7171  **    Hii^  wcote^al.die  Mth,  ^  A 
icouiicil  of  general  la^Sonss  i^  'Hgroe^i  ifait  otfcfveftift  ' 
army  was  kiufficient:  tp  )mi9!i^9,fpifdifstr^ji^^        qM|^ 
attack  Howe's  united  forcie>  '0r  to  n>^:1ffL\mjitSSmk     : 
.i3f)on  Mm  (hould  he  ieavc  iis  utMBttde^osb  iu4'm<rfll 
through  the  flat  country  tciwand  dBpDdawarcr."    Tho 
plea  that  Sir  William  Howe  made  fyr  mit  taking  tiir 
iield>  was  the  wai)t  ,of  tents  an4  ^^  Wjav^vgt^  "wiBeh 
wio-e  not  fent  kirn  in  tinje;  ; 

The  articles  arriving^  together  witfr  a  bo<fy.of  Anfpt^ 
chers,  and  a  number  of  Bntiih  9nd  Germaji  recruit9>  bb 
paffed  over  to  the  Jerfeys,  marched  frOm  Brunft^ck  ofi 
the  night  of  the  13th,  a^^i.ti^  *^  6^W»  Ryt  he  Wa3  ijt 
not  attended  witi^  that  number  of  proyio^itdfi  which  w^ 
expefted.  "  Mr,  Olivef  Ddfencey,  repHutEed.  the  moft 
likely  man  in  New  York  tp* induce  the  loyalifta  of  thal^ 
^province  to  join  the  king^s  troops,  was  appointed  a  bri- 
:gadier  general,  and  authorized  to  railci  three  ba^;alioA%  . 
*  FioQS  dirgoBib&l  retmni  of- die  aittiy, 

H  h  3  to 


470  •'       rut     H-I  STORY     OP     THE'^ 

'*77>to  confift  of  1500  privates.  Every  poflible  eflbrt  ¥«i 
ufed  by  him  and  gov.  Tryon,  not  only  In  the  diftri^ 
poffefled  by  the  king's  troops,  but  by  employing  prions 
to  go  through  the  country,  and  invite  the  well-afieifted 
to  Come  in.  Several  of  the  officers,  anxious  tx>  complete 
their  corps,  fought  for  recruits  among  the  prilbners^  and 
ventured  to  hold  out  to  them  the  tenlptatjons  of  pajs 
liberty  and  pardon.  Nothwitliftanding  all  theie  efibrts 
and  encouragements,  gen.  Delancey  raifed  only  597  men." 
— "  Mr.  Courtland  Skinner,  who  is  acknowledged  to 
poflefs  confiderable  influence  in  the  Jcrfies,  was  alio  ap» 
pointed  a  brigadier  general,  and  authorized  to  rai&  five 
battalions,  to  confift  of  2500  privates.  The  fame  efibrts 
were  made  as  for  the  railing  of  Delancey's  corps,  but 
.  Skinner's  numbers  aniounted  only  to  5 1 7  ♦•"  No  iboner 
Jiad  gen.  Howe  taken  the  field,  but  the  Jcrfey  militk 
turned  out  in  a  very  fpirited  manner,  as  though -deters 
mined,  in  conjunftion  with  the  continentals,  to  hands 
and  oppofe  the  royal  army  on  their  march  through  the 
.country.  The  general  came  out  as  light  as  he  coiddj 
leaving  ^\\  his  baggage,  provifions,  (except  enou^  to 
fubfift  the  troops  two  or  three  days  at  a  time)  boats  and 
bridges  at  Bruhfwick^  which,  in  the  judgment  of  getu 
Wafliington,  forcibly  contradifted  the  idea  of  an  exp^ 
dition  toward  the  Delaware.  Every  appearance  coii^ 
cided  to  confirm  the  opinion,  that  Howe  intended  in  the 
firft  place  a  ftroke  at  his  army.  The  American  g^enl 
reafoned  thus :  ^*  Had  their  defig;n  in  the  firft  inftance 
been  to  croft  the  Delaware,  they  would  probably  bare 
made  a  ftrift  rapid  march  toward  it,  arid  not  have  hakedb 
as  they  have  done,  to  awaken  our  attention^  and  gt^ 
*  Sir  William  Howe's  Narrative,  p.  i^^^ 
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US  time  to  make   every  prcpiratioft  for  oWlrufting|t71» 
them  *."    Of  the  fudderivretrcat  of  the  royal  army,  die  j^^^ 
general  wrote  on  the  20th,  /^  The  enemy  dacampedtlit  *©• 
night  before  laft,  and /hive  returned  ta  their  \f0rmi5r 
pofition.  -  It  appears  to  have  bdfen  in  xonfequaicc  of  ^ 
fudden  refolution,  as  they  had  raifed  a  chain  of  redoubCi 
from  Somerfet  to  Brunfwick.    What  may  have  d^eri 
mined  them  to  Change  th^ir  plan  ishard  to  tell.     Wh^ 
ther  alarmed  at  the  animation  amoilg  the  people^»^fi-    ' 
jappoinited  in  the  ttiovements  they  may  have  expeded  vk  , 
to  make,  thence  ©ohcludingjtheir-defigaimpnidScabk-i*- 
pr  whether  they  m^y  h^ve  an  G^jctation'm'inbw^  in  ibtiie  ' 
other  quarter,  the  event  muft  Ihow.'*    Hdwe*i^  frorit  es6^ 
tended  to  Spm^fet  Court  houjfe,  raBout  nine  miks  i  hit 
rear  remaine4  at  Middle  Bulb,,  h^f  way  betweca*  thak 
and  Brunfwick.    .W^fhington  was  encampbd  upon  Mfc 
right  flank  (as  he  marched)  at  the  dil&ticc  of  about 
five  miles.     His  troops  were  fo  dialed  under  SuUivan 
and  himfelf>  as  to  have  been  capableof  giving  a  pretty 
fuccefsful  oppofition.'    When  the  royal  iu-my  retreat^ 
back  to  Brunfwick,  they  burnt  and  deftroyed'tiie  farm 
houfes  upon  the  road.    Their  chiplties  to  the  inhabitami 
were   inexpreffiblcp    They  rubed  and.  defaced  every 
public  edifice,  particularly  thofe  dfidieatedtotjteDcitys. 
They  removed  their  biaggage  to  Amboy,   for  which 
place  they  fet  out  on  the  aad.    The  ^ening  before^  szt 
feveral  pieces  of  information,  and  a  variety  of  circuini 
ftances,  made  it  evident  to  the  American  general, "Sea: 
a  move  Was  in  agitation,  and  it  was  the  prevailing  opii  ' 
pion  that  it  woukl  be  the  next  haorning.    The  genoal 
therefore  detached  three  brigades  under,  gen.  Greene»^ 
*  QeneralW^ihington's  fetter  of  Jdm  17^       e .,   • 


^9  THE     HISTORY     OP     THJT 

^^)7./all  Upon  the  rear,  and  kept  the  maia  bQd]jF.f3ianRied^ 
fupport  them,  if  ncceffary.  A  party  of  col.  Moi^gao^i 
..  light  infantry  attacked,  and  drove  the  Hefiian  {uqnet 
#bout  fun-rife.  The  enemy,  upon  the  zppcanxsct  d 
Wayne's  brigade,  and  Morgan*s  regimeiit  xxppofo 
^runfwick,  immediately  crofTed  the  bhdge  lo.tbe  eaft 
fide  of  the  river,  and  threw  thcmfelTes  into  redoubts. 
The.  Americans  advanced  brifltly  upon  chem^  -  upon 
.which  they  quitted  the  redoubts  without  niaking  oppo« 

,  4Uion,  and  retired  by  the  Amboy  road.  In  the  ^p«^fi)lf^ 
col.  Morgan's  riflemen  exchanged  feveral  jQiafp  fir« 
with  the  enemy,  which  (Kd  confiderablc  «eiicfciidp»i. 
from  intelligence  through  various  channds,  there  wtt 
rettfpn  to  believe,  that  their  lofs  -was  confidefabk,  ttM 
fdOl  chiefly  on  xhe  grenadiers  and  Hg)it  in^meisy^  who 
ibrmed  their  covering  party.  Gen.  Howe  arrivcad  att  New 
York  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  whole  of  which  ^y  was 
employed  in  removing  the  woiinded  fi>ldiers  from  tfat 
tlocks  to  the  hofpitals  there,  faid  to  an^unt  to  iamt 
Jbundreds  *.  One  of  the  American,  generals  humoroufly 
wrote  concerning  Sir  WiUiam  Howc^s  iretumaig  /to 
^runfwick  by  night— '^  General  Howe  renMined  five 
tdays,  and  then  fneakt  oflf  by  night,  and  it  js  «wdl  he 
jdid^p^fpr  had  he  went  by  day,  we  could  havedo&e  no«> 
thing,  but  have  looked  at  him." 

Lieutenant  colonel  Palfrey,  formerly  an  ai4«4c-canq^ 
to  gen,  Wafhington,  and  now  paymafter  genei^  "ynott 
$0  his  friend,  ^*  I  was  at  Brunfwick  juft  after '&e'emin)^ 
Jiad  left  it.  Never  let  the  Britifli  vtroops  ^liipbrmi  itit 
Americans,  with  want  of  cieanlinefs,  for  fudi  dog^keinefa 
«gs  itheir  huts  were  my  eyes  never  b^eld.  Afr.Bqreon^ 
t  A  Jett^rxpigwif  W^ftttftgtoB,  Reteoioftiffuicer,  VbC*  Vt  p»  %6q^ 

3  \mS^ 


houfe,  where  lord  Camwallis  nefidod,  iftoidc  ib  I  ^eoi:d4*^ni» 
not  bear  to  enter  it    Tbe  honfes  were  torn  Co.fdecea^ 
and  the  inhabitants  as  well  se^  theibldiers  havte  faSmA 
greatly  for  want  of  provifkms/'  :  v- 

•  General  Wafhington,  upon  the  cncmy^s  ACUdct  ^Jum 
Amboy^  with  the  advice  of.  bis  general  fifficers,  ib6v«A  ^^' 
the  whole  army  to  Qiibble-town,  ithat  lie  taig^  far 
nearer  to  the  royal  forces,  and  mlg^  ^  acoordihg  t» 
circuniftances.     Tht  Britilh  gctter^>  after  leadhig  ovtt- 
irom  An^boy  to  ScsCten  IQaaA,  the  heavy  ti^^age  vA^ 
all  the  encumbrances  iof  die  wmify  ordered  a  nvmbtir  of 
the  troops  to  fiDllaw  ^  with  an  iinire«rktti  jq£  ^eddving  "dm 
Americans  into  aox)piQion>  ithatthcyiiidaotifl^ 
to  apprehend  irom  that  quarter^    TAe  irqifqif  jwtDAnal 
the  evenmg  of  the  as^»  add  ik€nca0:\niipsmif^  tb:^ 
neral  advantxd  iinexpie&e(ily 'with  ::lus . wdbolpi  mVky^m  ^ 
two  columns,  from  Aipbo)^.    €tn..  WdSmfftm  iOObi^ 
jedured,  that  So  Siddm  a  :mpveineDtj  im$  4tGffmd  ^lutitt, 
to  bring  on  a  ^general  ^ogagemenC)  iiiponienxA  i|sfid»* 
vant^geous  to  /dieAmeaicans;  or  to^cntx^ff  linn  |nkv 
ties,  and  lord  Stirlixr^^  divifi^^  yAidi  im^  bedkAtt. 
down  to  fupport  tl)em:io(r  to^pQiflc&  .^.Jseeil^tsimiS 
paflTes  in  the  ntouoop&9  on  ite.  left  of  di£  ooatttfitital 
army.    The  t^  laft  were  adjiidgid  tro  be  th?  firft  0bf* 
jc&:  of  Howe's  attention,  as  hjsmaroh  was  rfipidifl^jttidt 
thefe  parties,  and  indicated  a  ftrong  di^oSdoa  Id  gam 
the  pafles.     Upoa  this,  gen*  W«bii::gtDn jcklgted  it  Jabr 
folutely  neceffary  to  move  ifts  fiiree  ftqm  the Idvygrouhd 
to  occupy  Ae  heights  before  Ae  ^nemy,  wfoiah^^was  ^C- 
feded  with  rnuch  di^atdi.     The  enemy  Udi  An  vnxk 
Ibnr^e  <rf"  the  light  parties,  and  a>^pait  of  lord  Stirling^ 
iiiyifK)n.    His  brdftfip  was  kkiio  intaif  ca  tctxtsfi  inst 
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^777*  preferred  engaging  for  a  while,  ¥4ierein  he  made  a  moo^ . 
choice,  for  he  had  nearly  been  cut  off,  by  the  rig^t  coi 
lumn  under  lord  Comwallis.  He  bft  three  fiddjAecc^i 
but  the  lofs  of  men  was  trifling.  The  euemyfs  krfs  ia 
the  feveral  fkirmilhes  of  the  day,  was  thought  to  be.oioit 
cooliderable  than  that  ,of  the  Americans.  The  royal-  am^ 
continued  the  purfuit  as  far  as  Wefliield  i  but  the  ivoods 
and  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather  prevented  .its  effi& 
When  the  American  general  had  gained .  the  pa£Ba^  .he 
detached  a  body  of  light  troops  to  watch  their  motiona^ 
and  afterward  ordered  Morgan's  riflemen  to  join  the  ier«- 
vice.  The  Britifh  remained  till  the  next  day  about  dure 
in  the  afternoon,  and  then  returned  to  Raway,  and  die 
day  foUowing  to  Amboy.  On  the  30th,  at  ten  o'dodc 
in  the  morning,  the  troops  began  to  crofe  over  .to  Sta- 

'^  ten  Ifland,  and  the  rear  .  guard  pafled  at  two  in.  the  . 
afternoon,  without  the  leaft  appearance  pf  an  enemy. 
Thus  they  evacuated  the  Jerleys,  to  entaiT  upon  laiem 
conquefts,  in  hope  of  reducing  the  United  States  to  un^ 
conditional  fubmiflTion.  Unlefs  they  can  hoid>  when 
they  have  conquered,  ^ey  will  never  accoo^li()^tfae  bun 
finefs  affigned  them  by  the  Britifli  miiuftry,  ^:  ■  ^ 

Let  us  leave  gen.  Howe  engaged  in  embaj:^i|^  hjf 
army  from  Staten  Ifland,  and  preparing  for  ibme  .gpand 
expedidon ;  that  we  may  attend  to  the  afiairs  qf 'th( 
northern  department.  .        :        -       . 

Gen.  Schuyler  prefented  a  memGoi^  to.  coogrcfi>  ,€x$ 
plaining  the  expreflions  in  his  letter  which  had  given  tfaem 
offence.  They  refolved,  on  the  8  th  of  May,  that  thcexplaT 
nation  was  fatisfadory,  and  that  now  thfy  entertained  «dil9 
faime  favorable  fentiments  concerning  him,  which  thcf 
entertained  before  that  letter  was  received,    Thi»  feem^ 
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to  have  been  defignedly  preparative  to  what  fiillow^  ^t^T/* 
fortnight  after,  when  it  was  refolvcd,   "  That  Albanyj. 
Tyconderoga,   Fort  Stanwix,   and  their  dependehdesi 
be  henceforward  confidered  a&  forming  the  northern  de»»  ^. 
partment:  That  major  gen.  Schuyler  be  direftcd  forth*  ^ 
with  to  proceed  to  the  northern  department,  and  take 
the  command  there."    It  was  faid,  that  he  was  the  only 
fingle  man  who  could  keep  the  New  York  fubjeas  united 
againft  the  common  cnemy^  and  that  his  prcfence  was 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  their  immediate  iuccour  and  fer* 
vice,  as  well  as  that  of  the  United  States  clofely  con» 
nefted  therewith.     The  New  England  delegates,  the 
prefident  excepted,  oppofed  his  being  direfied  to  takt 
the  command,   as  it  fuperfedied  general  Gates.  *  But  \ 
they  were  obliged  to  yield  to  nuitriberSi  at  a  time,  when    \ 
unluckily  fome  men  were  abfcnt,  who  wouki  otherwiii^    ^ 
have  turned  the  fcale.    .  The  choice  of  gen.  Sckuykr 
caufed  great  boaSliiig;  though  there  were  only  five  flates 
out  of  eleven  in  favor  of  the  meafure,  the  others  wcrt 
either  againft  it,  or  could  not  vote  fi>r  want  of  there^ 
quifite  number  of  delegates,  or  thpir  being  equally -diX 
vided.     There  is  what  numbers  deend  a  New  Yoric  pairtf 
in  congrefsj  whofe  proceedings  have  in  .fome  indanceft 
been  myfterious.    An  aUbliite  order  for  relinquifliing 
the  weftern  lines  and^Tyconderpga  was  piilhed  forj  be* 
fore  the  choice  of  Sdiuyler,  but  did  not  prevail:  how* 
ever  it  was  refolved,  that  gen.  Gates  IhouM  be  cmpow^  . 
ered  to  abandon  Tyconderoga  at  pleailire,  -  ' 

It  was  incumbent  on  the  ftate^  of  >}*cw  Hampfhire» 
Maflachufctts  in  particular,  and  Connedicut,  to  fumifh 
the  troops  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  the  uordij^ra 
pofts  i  but  a  ftran^e  rcniifliiefs  prevailed;  greatly,  froni 
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l777-»n  cxpeftation  t^^t  Tyconckroga  woiii4..  I*  ^tUdlr 
ed.  The  Maflacbufetts  gejneral  cpurt  km^r^e^Am  ddl 
W(i3  the  opinion  of  the  cQmmimdeF  jp  .cI>iiB|f,  iwsliM 
fprwarding  their  qwta  of  men.  iL«FBfS4  {OSSftSmil  j 
fjTQbably  by  the  arts  of  the  cnerny)  WPW  (tB^H  fb^H  ikf 
troops  in  Canada  were  to  join  ga^.JH^v^.  ^^^ffObdH 
f)f  congrefs  were  deceived  by  thenn^.  A>  j^t.099^  ^QaM 
»ftjer  he  had  taken  the  comi^askni^,  !MP@f«>  Shuf  k*  kd 
the  ftrongeft  gilfurances  fro^  cpAg^j  <li^-^.1lH|lj|f# 
troops  were  all  ordered  rounds  by  t^  fmqr  Sfe'lJlifr 
xence  to  NewYbrk>  leaying  only  » .  fvffi^lMit  xupiHr 

.  to  g^nfon  their  forts.  Gates  eftimated>-tlMt  &f  iSmAi¥ 
fence  of  Ty  and  its  dependencies,  it/fOfi  lO^OttocMrii 
befide  the  aid  of  the  militia,  would  be .  wpottdL  .  fichofr 
kr  afterward  efliniated  thenvat  i«,dB8^  .but  thes  kt 
thought  the  lines  at  Mount  Indepeodroce  not  tmcAaH 
ia  exteDfive  as  he  found  them ; 

I  The  Britiih  operations  againft  this  Aqaaccmqi^l^  mut 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Sir  Guy  Ourktoti*'  mAmam^ 
xxiittfid  to  the  change  jof  gen.  Burgoyoe;  Tht  ^rialt  J^^ 
hl&LfA  to  them,  cotififiingof  Brttifli  and  QcraaaatBoipf^ 
imoovnted  to  more  than  jooo  mm,  exciofis^  itf  .^ 
frtiUery  coips.  Of  tlieiib,  the  Germais,  mpBHf  Branfr' 
wicjkers,  exceeded  3200.  Anns  acULaccoiitreiiifmsr 
s^m^ly  provided  to  fupprfy  thofe  ^ogrdiiH  wbo.'jn 
pe&ed  to  join  the  army,  ^  fooa  as  k  feauttnttd^:^ 
^-ontiers  of  the  United  States.  A  pc3Nrei6il  JhmSi  temm 
of  artillery  was  furni&ed,  probably  ;die^iKi^:9Md^ 
fPoQ:  excellently  fupplied  as  to  ofiicen  and  piiifiMi  it§m, 
that  had  £ver  been  aibtted  to  fecand  tbe.oponlMriuiri^ 
Kny  army,  not  exceeding  the  pieftBtiaminBbiBC^..*  W» 
fide  the  r^lar  &>r§^j  fevei^  trihsa  eC  Inikb^  4m^ 

induced 
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induced  to  come  into  the  fiftld*  It  Hai  bewi^gchewaf-ilf^ 
ftippofedj  thkt  Carkton'^  fcftipliss  t3^oo  *«  point  of  cia-.l 
ploying  them/  were  by  no  means  acc(0p«abki  to  tAiftiOrf^^ 
They  were  coiifidered  as  a  principal  mcmbarof  tjicfci«ii 
deftined  to  the  profecution  rfthe  fKitthem  w»r;  ands 
the  governor  of  Canada  wasaocoir^il^  tftjoitiM  t^^^ 
Iiis  utmoft  influence  in  bringing  th«?n  fortrar44iiftfi|M«t 
df  it.  In  the  execution  of  the  propofed  opesr^mofis,  gMii 
Biirgoyne  was  feconded  by  4)fe  mA  ^MtS^M  €f(k^r^ 
gen«  Phillips  of  the  aitiU^^  ge%.  FriMr^  Powel  aiid^ 
Hamilton,  with  the  BranfiKrick  generals/ Baroir  Rmde^^ 
fel  and  gen.  Specht.  The  army  v9$By  ia  tMiy  nfpc&^\ 
ill  the  ht&.  condition:  the  tnkips  were  b  th^  hig^Kft* 
ipirits,  admirably  dii<Uplini^>  aiid  unixHtu^^  ' 

Gol.  St.  Leger  m%  detached  bjr/w4yx)fOifwq|o  to  i^^ 
a  diverlion  on  the  MdhrtWk  River*  -He  had  lao  oamt) 
from  the  eighth  and  thirty4burrfi  rcgimciitSj.  Sir  Jiafafii 
Johnfdn's  corpi  of  Keir  Ywlttri  lAely:  raifat  fomr 
Hanau  chai1^r§,  acoiftpa^yof  Camdiouis^  and.  a  plrtft' 
of  Indians,  befide  the  expe£tation  of  being;  jokwd  bjr  m 
much  larger  number.  His  fiarcff  did  not  {»roM>^  ^Xm 
ceed  800  men.  The  main  army  und«r  gcft.  Borgpyine* 
proceeded  up  Lake  Chasnplain^  laiukd  mA  fMoamptd 
at  no  great  diftance  £tom  Ci^ifrn  P^t^  where  ke  oMfi 
the  Indians  in  congn^^  and  afterward  w  con^fiamx^ 
with  their  cuftoms^  gave .  them  a  trar  ^feaft;  Mit  mide. 
a  fpeech  to  them,  calculated  xo  esacite  thetf*  aedor  iii^ue 
the  common  cafe,  aiid  at  tiie  fame  titfifi  m  repndfs  thesr-  ^'* 
barbarity.  He  enjoinod  it  t^a  theio;,  thsttfiey  Ifavukib 
only  kill  thoie  who  dppte^  thefti  ki  arms  $  diat  old  qhhv 
women,  children  and  ftiComts,  Atouki  be  HM  &aMii 
from  the  knife  or  hotchot,  eKea.  in  jdto  ixsMt  «f  afiliuli 

coa-» 
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«77 j^  conflift ;  that  they  fhould  only  fcalp  thofe  whom  they' 
:  had  flain  in  fair  oppofition ;  but  that  under  no  pretence 
Ihouki  they  fcalp  the  wounded,  or  even  dying,  much 
Icfs  kill  perfons  in  that  condition.  They  were  pn>mifed 
a  compenfation  for  prifoners,  but  informed  that  they 
Ihould  be  called  to  account  for  fcalps.  Four  days  before 
this  fpeech,  gen.  Schuyler  arrived  at  Ty;  but  did  not 
find  the  poft^  in  fo  good  a  ftate  of  defence  as  he  expeft- 
ed.  He  inmagined,  that  the  propofed  obftru6feions  ^which 
had  been  ordered  by  congrefs  the  laft  December,  and 
which  had  been  backed  by  his  order  given  in  February, 
and  repeated  die  fifth  of  June)  would  have  been  cqp- 
pleted,  or  at  leaft  confiderably  more  adviuiced.  ^  That 
they  werie  carried  on  with  no  more  difpatch,  was  iitiputcd 
greatly  to  the  late  arrival  of  fuch  troops,,  as  could.be 
brought  to  work  with  Ipiritj  to  artificers,  not  coming 
by  the  time  they  were  ordered;  and  to  a  want  of  work- 
ing cattle.  Gen.  St.  Clair  would  before  this  have  calkd 
in  the  militia,  but  for  the  ftate  of  his  mag^inej  whidi 
made  him  "apprehend,  that  fhould  diey  fome  in  fgf^ 
they  might  eat  him  out,  before  the  arrival  either  of  , the 
enemy  or  a  fupply. 
June  ,  General  Burgoyne  iffued  out  a  proclamation,  niea&t 
'  to  fpread  terror  among  thofe  Americans,  who  avowedly 
profefled  themfelves  the  friends  of  congreflional  .mea- 
fures ;  and  efpecially  to  excite  in  them  a  fear  of  the  In- 
dians, whofe  number  was  magnified,  and  eagemefi  to 
be  let  loofe  on  their  prey  defcribed  with  vnconunoD 
energy.  Proteftion  tod  fecurity,  clogged  with  icondU- 
tions,  were  held  out  to  the  peaceable,  who  continued 
in  their  habitations.  All  the  outrages  of  war^  arrayed - 
in  their  moft  terrific  forms^  were  denounced  jagjunfr  thofe 
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who  perfevered  in  their  hoftility .     But  the  people  at  large  4777* 
were  fo  far  from  being  frightened,  that  they  diverted  1 
themfelves  with  the  proclamation,  as  a  complete  modd  ) 
of  pompofity. 

General  Su  Clair  hopedy  that  the.  eneniy  woiddh^ve 
afTaulted  him ;  and  depended  on  th|it  for  rendering  his 
fmall  garrifon  ferviceable  to  his  country,  as  ht  was  per- 
fuaded  that  his  troops  were  brave;  and,  in  cafe  (^  an' 
aflfault,  would  have  given  a  good  accpunt  of  the  afl^-^ 
ants.  But  the  mpment  he  was  informed- of  Burgoytte'a 
numbers,  and  faw  that  a  regular  fiege  was  meant,  he  was 
certain  that  the  effedual.  de&nce  of  the  pofts  was.  impof- 
fible.  The  old  French  lines  at  Ty  had'  been  ftrengthene4 
with  additional  works.  There  were  other  pofts  with, 
works  and  blockhoufes  toward  Lake  George.  Oppofitc 
Ty,  on  the  eaftem  Ihore  of  the  inlet  by  which  the  wa- 
ters from  Lake  George  empty  themfelves  into  Lake 
Champlain,  a  high  circular  hill,  alias  Mount  Indepen- 
dence,  was  ftrongly  fortified.  Thcfe  two  pofts  were 
joined  by  a  floating  bridge,  below  which  a  flight  boom 
was  thrown  acrofs  the  lake,  and  large  caflbohis  were  funk 
above,  but  this  arduous  work  for  obftru6tiog.  the  navi- 
gation was  not  completed^  Inftead  of  a  full  cortiplement 
of  troops,  to  man  the  extcnfive  lines  and  defend  the  nu- 
merous works,  the  whole  force  confifted  only  of  2546 
continentals,  befide  900  militia,  badly  equij^ed  and  worfe 
armed,  particularly  in  the  article  of  bayonets^  which 
not  above  one  in  ten  had.  The  fmalbefs  of  the  gar- 
rifon would  not  admit  of-  their  pofleffing  themfelves  q( 
Sugar-hill  alias  Mount  Defiance,  which  by  its  height  and 
proximity  had  fuch  an  entire  command  both  of  Ty  and 
Mount  Independence,  that  an  enemy  might  from  thence 

have 
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*777*havc  counted  thdr  very  numbers,  and  enfifautod  tfttf 

part  of  their  work%  as  had  been  difcorered  mondis  be* 

fere  upon  trial,  when  a  cannon  had  been  drawn-  up  and 

fired  from  the  top  of  it,  '       ' 

On  the  near  approach  of  die  right  wing  of  the  rojral 

Julf  army  upon  the  Tycondcroga  fide,  the  Aiiiencartt  abaiU 
doned  their  works  toward  Lake  George,  and  kft  gssu 
Phillips  to  poffefs  the  advantageous  poft  of  Mount  fiapCy 
without  making  any  refiftancc,  which  muft  have  been 
inefFeftual,  and  could  have  anfwered.  no'^  gjood  purpofe. 
That  apparent  fupincncfs  and  want  of  vigor  with  which 
they  were  chargeable,  was  not  occafioned  by  cowardice^ 
or  incapacity,  but  aftual  imbecility.  Gen.  Bnrgpfa^t 
troops  proceeded  with  much  expedition,  in  the  eaaSthX' 
tion  of  their  works,  the  bringing  up  of  ardflery^  ftofd 
and  provifions,  andtheeftablilhmentofdicirpofta.  But 
what  gave  the  greateft  alarm  was,  die  very  rajpd  pro* 
grefs  they  made  in  clearing  a' road,  aod  getting  ardSoy 
on  Sugar  Hill.  When  once  diey  had  ere£ted  a  Vtoaf 
on  this  height,  only  a  few  hours  more  wodd  Iktcf  beta 
required  to  have  invefted  the  Amcricani  On  A  ftkf^ 
which  might  have  been  efiefted  by  occopyiiig  di^  gftMnd 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  Lake  Champlain  below  Mq«int-|ficb» 
pendence,  where  the  pafs  from  the  hk^  tdBrftCttcft 
is  very  narrow.  The  fame  reafon  which  pitVtaMttl  gctt 
St.  Clair's  calHng  in  the  militia,  when  the  tojral*  artH^ 
was  at  a  diftance,  prevailed  when  dicy  drcW  'Miutf. 
Having  received  intelligence  bylpics,  that  itt-tWtntjri 
four  hours  the  inveftiture  would  be  completed,  iMhitt  he 
fliould  be  cut  off  from  all  pofflbility  of  fbfcedOfy  f/ek 
Schuyler  not  having  force  fufEcient  at  fort  -Edl»4tff» 
reUeve  him,  he  determined  to  evaetnte  his  ppll^  <lilBfil||^ 

he 
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he  knew  it  would  produge  fuch  aftoniihtncnt  as  had  oot  ij77» 
happened  fince  the  conamenccment  of  the  war*    If  ^c  g 
was  fenfible  at  the  time,  that  fliould  he  remain  thcrcj  iit  j 
would  fave  his  charader  but  lofe  the  army;  whereas.; 
did  he  go  off,  he  (ht^uld  ^ave  the  jarmy  but  lofe  his  cha-  | 
rafter;  and  did  he  courageoufly  conclude  upon  ^cd^  I 
Acing  the  laft  to  die  caufe  in  which  he  Was  engaged,  ke'\ 
defer ves  the  warmeft  commendations.     A  council  off  1 
war  was  called,  and  it  Was  unanimoufly  concluded^upon 
to  evacuate  as  foon  as  poffible*    The  general  by  cva^ 
cuating  intended  to  throw  his  troops  between  the  cquik 
try  and  the  royal  army,  that  the  militia .  might  hare!  a 
.  body  to  colled):  to,  whereas  Burgoyne  would  otherwife       * 
be  at  liberty  to  purfue  his  operations  without  any  ob«t 
ftacle.    Proper  meafures  were  immediately  taken  foi^ 
effefting  the  evacuation.    Orders  were  given  ta.the^ 
troops  to  take  with  them,  before  they  left  the  ground^ 
eight  days  provifion,  fufficicntto  have  carried  them  to^ 
the  North  River  had  they  purfued  th(:.  route  intended^f 
The  general  meant  to  pufli  for  Skeenfborough,  and  them, 
to  have  met  the  200  boats  and  5  arnied  ^ies,  on  board  . 
of  which  were  embarked  at  night  as  much  cannon,  ftores ' 
and  provifions  as  time  wouki  permit*    The  officer  in 
the  Jerfey  redoubt  was  to  contihue .  firing  his  cannon 
every  half  hour,  toward  the  battery  the  enemy  were  ere<9:- 
ing  oppofite  to  him  till  further  orders,  that  there  might 
be  no  fufpicion  of  the  mancquvres  going  forward.    AH 
the  cannon  that  could  not  be  removed  were  to  be  Ipiked 
up,  and  many  were.     The  knocking  off  of  the  trunnions 
was  omitted,  as  it  might  alarm  the. enemy.     Previous 
to  ftriking  the  tents^evejy^lgbt  was  to  be  put  out.  Though 
the  evacuation  was  rcfctecd  upon  about  three,  in  the  af- 
Vol.  IL  I  i  temoon, 
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fyfl^ttmooti,  it  could  not  be  carried  ipto  ocecution  till  mg^t^. 
and  it  was  at  a  feafbn  when  die  nights  were  at  thefhcntcft^ 
and  when  it  was  moon  light*  The  neceffity:  of  keeping 
the  matter  a  fecret  until  the  very  moment^  prevjcnted 
any  prcp»atory,  fteps  to  expedite  the  bufinds.  Hence 
difficulties  arofe^  which  occafioiied  fome  irregtriaritict  iy 
the  different^mbarkations^  and  made  it  ioipoflifale  m 
prtvctit  all  difbrden  But  for  want  of  gen.  Fermoy't 
circulating  proper  orders  in  ieafbn  to  his  Inrigaclc^  and 
of  due  attention  on  his  part^  every  thing  appcmd  in  tbi^ 
greateft  confufion  on  Mount  Independence,  • 

jdV  At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  Su  Clair  kft  Tycn^ 
deroga.  About  three^  the  troops  were  put  in  xncdoft 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  Mounts  but  Fermoy  hrang 
ftt  fire  to  his  houfe  (contrary  to  pofitive  orders)  dK 
wh^le  Mount  was  enfi^tened  by  it,  fi>  that  the  eiyemyi 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  every  movement,  wbicb 
dforffnA  6ie  ^tits  ci  the  Americans,  and  induGcd  ihem 
t&  pO(b  o^  in  a  diibrderly  manner.  Cd.  Francis  broc^^ 
^  6ff  the  rear  guard  in  good  order  about  four  o'dockt 
Marty  regiments  after  a  while  recovered  fixjm  dicir  con- 
luriori  through  the  exeftions  of  St.  Gktir.  Upon.dft 
army's  arriving  at  Hubbardton,  they  were  hated  lor 
near  two  hours.  The  rear  guard  was  increa£bd  fajroiany 
who  at  firit  did  not  belong  to  it^  but  were  paeked  up^ 
through  an  inability  of  keeping  up  with  their  i 
Moft  oftfie  ftragglers  and  rear  guard 
the  army  Wa^  again  put  in  motiotu.  The  rev  goaid 
was  here  given  to  col.  Wamer>  with  orders  to.  follow 
as  loon  as  the  whole  came  up^  and  ta  hak . 
and  a  half  fhort  6f  the  maift  body  (iirilich 
tinue  that  night  at  Caftleton^  about  fo.miksfin*bH^ 

IbMdflIn) 
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bardton)  and  to  marcli  in  the  morning  by- foufj  and  join  1777* 
h.  Caftleton  is  thirty  miles  from  Ty^  and  twelve  from 
Skcenfborough.  Coh  Warner,  wiih  tl:e  rear  guard  and 
ftragglers,  amounting  to  near  1 200,  determined  to  re^ 
main  at  Hubbardcon  that  night,  becaufe^the  men  were 
much  fatigued.  In  the  morning  the  general  paraded  the 
army,  and  waited  near  two  hours  for  the  rear  guard. 

When  gen,  Frazer  perceived  in  the  morning  of  the 
evacuation,  that  the  Americans  were  retiring,  he  com- 
menced a  purfuit  with  his  brigade^    confifting  of  the 
light  troops,  grenadiers  and  fome  other  corps.     Gen* 
Reidefel  with  moft  of  the  Brunfwickers>  was  ordered 
^by  the  Britifti  commander  to  join  in  the  purfuit,  either 
to  fupport  Frazer  or  to  afl:  feparately.     The  latter  con* 
tinued  the  purfuit  through  the  day;  and  receiving  inteU' 
ligence  that  St<  Clair's  rear  was  at  no  great  diftance,  or^i ' 
dercd  his  troops  to  lie  that  night  on  their  arms.     In  the 
morning  he  came  up  with  the  Americans,  commanded 
by  coL  Warner,  who  had  befide  his  own,  the  regiments 
of  cols,  Francis  and  Hale.     The  Britifli  advanced  bold*    *^ 
ly,  and  the  two  bodies  formed  within  about  60  yards  of  j 
each  other.    Frazer  began  the  attat:k  about  feven  o'clock^ 
expe£ting  every  monnent  to  be  joined  by  Reidefel>  and 
apprehending   that    if  he  delayed,    the  enemy   wo;jld 
efcape.     Hale  being  apprized   of   the   dangerj    never    1 
brought  his  regiment  to  the  charge,  but  fled ;  fo  that 
Warner  could  bring  into  aft  ion  no  more  than  about  feven 
hundred  men.     The  conflict  was  b)oody-     Francis  fell 
fighting  with  great  bravery-  Warner,  officers  ai]d  foldiers., 
behaved  with  much  reibhjtion  and  gallantry,  {q  that  the 
Britilli  broke  and  ga«  ifray;  but  foon  fornncd  again, 

r     -  ^      li  4-  and 
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^IfVwd  running  on  the  Americans  widi  their  bayond^*i 
the  latter  werti  put  into  no  fmall  confufion,  which  was 
-increafcd  by  the  critical  arrival  of  gen.  Rddefel  with  die 
foremoft  of  his  column,  confifting  of  the  chafleur  coin- 
pany  and  eighjy  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  who  wert 
immediately  led  into  a6Kon.  They  now  fled  on  d 
fides.  Gen.  St.  Clair  heard  when  the  firing  began,  and 
ivould  have  fupported  Warner  5  but  the  troc^  that  were 
neareft,  two  niilitii  regimerttSi  would  not  obey  oixlen; 
and  the  others  \<rere  at  too  great  a  diftancc.  Hale,  who 
had  attempted  to  get  off  by  flight,  fell  in  with  sin  incon- 
fider^ble  party  of  Britifll,  and  furreftdercd  himfelf  with 
d  number  of  his  men  prifoners.  The  Ameii<San$  16ft 
324  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  among  die  ttft 
were  li  Officers.  The  royal  troops,  inclucfihg  Bridfif 
and  Germans,  had  Hot  Icfs  than  183  killed  and  wounded 
They  had  3  officers  killed  and  12  wounded  f."  *  Whik 
St.  Clair  was  at  Ciftleton,  art  officer  of  one  of  die  gal- 
lic^ arrived  with  information  that  the  Britifli  werepiifT 
filing  in  force  toward  Skeenfborou^,  and  would  reach 
it  before  he  could  get  there.  This  deteinmined  him  to 
change  his  route,  and  to  ftrike  intone  Woods  Hb  his 
left,  left  he  fliould  be?  intercepted  at  Fort  Anrie,  •■  Tuo 
New  England  regiments  of  militia,  Lc!0naid*s  and 
Wells'si  difcovercd  fuch  a  plunderip-g  dii^fition  on  dieir 
march,  and  behaved  fo  diforderly  during  die-whcie  le- 
treat,   that  two  days  after  leaving  Caflfcton  he  was 

^.Burgoyftt^s  States  e^l  of*  Balcarras^  and  earl  of  Hamngtoii's 
dedazatiaiu 

•f  This  ^ecDihfCDfti)eldUed»  wounded  ahd^ 
h  extraaed  from. the*  journal  of  a  firiss&.«fic^:w)Ky jM(f  a^fetwaid 
n^en,  and  who  mentioned  the  names  of  the  tifficenldlkd  and  woanAed 
on  his  owft  fid^. 

obliged 
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obliged  to  difmlfs  them  from  the  army  with  difgrace*.  tj7^» 

Gen.  Burgoyne  confiding  in  Frazer's  abilities  to  conduct 
the  purfuit  of  the  Americans  by  land,  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  purfuit  by  water.  The  boom  and  the  other 
obftruftions  of  the  navigation,  not  having  been  com- 
pleted, were  foon  cut  through ;  Cq  that  the  gun  boats, 
the  Royal  George  and  the  Inflexible  frigates  had  pafTed 
by  nine  o*clock  in  the  morning.  Several  regiments 
embarked  on  board  the  veiTels,  and  the  purfuit  was 
fupported  with  fuch  vigor,  that  by  three  in  the  after- 
noon, the  foremoft  brigade  of  gun  boats  was  engaged 
with  the  enemy's  gallies  near  Skeenfborough  falls.  Upon 
the  approach  of  the  frigates,  oppofition  ceafed,  two  of 
the  gallies  wcf  e  taken,  and  the  other  three  blown  up.  The 
Americans  not  being  in  Sufficient  force  ,to  make  an 
^fFedual  ftand,  fet  fire  to  their  works,  fort,  mills  and 
batteaus ;  and  cfcaped  as  they  could  up  Wood  Creek  to 
Fort  Anne,  where  they  were  joined  by  others,  ordered 
thither  by  gen.  Schuyler,  who  lay  at  Fort  Edward,  On 
the  day  of  the  engagement  at  Hubbard  ton,  the  general 
was  obliged  to  ftrip  the  men  at  the  laft  fort,  to  fend  to 
the  troops  at  the  former  i  by  which  his  own  were  left 
without  lead  for  fome  days,  except  a  mere  trifle  from 
Albany,  obtained  by  ftripping  the  windows.  At  this 
period  he  had  not  above  feven  hundred  continentals,  and 
not  above  twice  the  number  of  militia ;  and  could  not 
furnilh  fmall  cannon  fufficient  for  a  couple  of  little 
fchooners  on  Lake  George,  Lieut,  col.  Hill  was  de- 
tached by  gen.  Burgoyne  from  Skeenfborough  with  the 
ninth  regiment,  to  take  poft  near  Fort  Anne,  and  watch 

-  *  Confult  the  Tfiala  of  general*  St,  Clair  and  Scliuyfer  for  many 
faft?  related  rcfpeftlng  them- 

'  I  i  3  the 


he        ^ 


U7?r  the  modons.  of  the  Americans.  The  tax  moroing  ij^ 
I,  half paft  ten,  they  attacked  him  in  front,  with ahetrf 
and  wellf^Jireaed  fire,  A  large  body  pafled  die  eveft 
on  the  lef(,  and  fired  from  a  thick  wood  tcrofs  die  creek 
en  the  left  fl^nk  of  the  regiment ;  they  then  b^an  A 
recrofs  the  creek,  ^nd  attack  it  in  the  rear.  It  took 
foU  on  the  top  of  a.  hill  on  the  ri^ht  to  prevent  bemg 
furrounded.  No  fooncr  had  it  taken  pdl,  dian  they 
inade  a  vigorous  attack,  which  continued  far  upward  of 
two  hours,  and  would  (rertainly  have  carnefl  their  potet^ 
had  it  not  beep  for  ibme  Indian^,  who  arriyed  and  gavt 
the  Indian  war  whoop,  which  wa6  aniWered  by  the  regl^ 
thent  tvith  three  cheers,  after  which  die  Americant  faan 
gave  way  *^.  They  then  fired  the  fort,  and  retreated  to 
Fort  Edward,  The  artillery  loft  by  die  evaeuadon  of 
■  Alt  northern  pofts,  and  taken  of  deftroyed  in  the  ipimd 
Tef&is  at  Skeenfborough,  was  prodigious,  amoundng  « 
no  lefs  than  ia8  pieces  fervioeable  and  unfisnnerabler 
The  lofs  of  flour,  bifimit,  pprk  and  beef,  W3»  al(b  Ttty- 
Gonfider^ble. 

Genera)  St.  Clair  joined  gen,  Schuyler  af  f^oft  Sdwafd 
on  the  twelfth,  after  afatiguiny  march,  in^whfdr  thfr 
prmy  fuQered  much  from  bad  weather  9nd  W|at  ef  pro* 
vifionst .  Threp  days  after,  their  whdie  i^rtiigdi  did  no^ 
exceed  4400  men,  including  militia.  JHe  diy  ftUow- 
ing  the  affair  at  Fort  Anne,  Schuyler  oidered  i|  .hiJMdf 
of  militia  (o  begin,  a^  near  tlv^  fort  as  po£U>]B^  m  fttt 
trees  i  tq  t^ke  up  the  bridj^,  ^nd  buni  dir  cofcrii^ 
^d  timber  {  and  to  make  the  istmpfk  ohftmfticihs.  A 
16.    continental  brigade  was  dire£i:ed  to  afiift..tn  deflsoying. 

•  ^  Major  ForbesV  f^ocoqnt  fa- the  ^^  of 'voaufMUji  I^mi -Bttr- 
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j?tnd  completely  ftopping  the  roads.  The  fame  dajr,  gen.  '771* 
Schuyler  took  out  of  a  canteen  with  a  falfe  bottom,  a 
letter  wrictea  by  Mr,  Levius  to  gen-  Sullivan.  Schuyler 
prepared  an  anfwer,  dtfignedly.  worded  fo  as  to  deceive 
and  perplex  Bnrgoyne  i  wliich  he  figned  Canteen,  com* 
municated  to  feveral  gendemen^  and  then  foiwarded. 
The  Britilh  general  when  it  was  received,  could  not  teU 
what  to  make  of  it.  He  was  puzzled  for  two  or  three 
days^  and  at  a  iofs  whether  to  proceed  or  retreat ;  the 
letter  was  lb  completely  enigmatical  ** 

Happily  for  the  Americans^  the  Britifh  general  conJ 
tinued  for  feveral  days^  with  the  army  partly  at  Skeenf- 
borough,  and  partly  fpread  in  tiie  adjoiniiig  country, 
waiting  the  arrival  of  tents,  baggage  and  provifion.  In 
which  time  no  labor  was  fpared  in  opening  roads  for 
advancing  toward  Schuyler,  and  in  clearing  Wood  Creek 
of  all  impediments  laid  in  the  way,  in  order  to  open  a 
paffage  for  the  batteaus.  Like  exertions  were  ufed  at 
Ty,  in  carrying  gun  boats,  proviiion  veflTcls  and  batteaus 
over  land  into  Lake  George*  By  reafon  of  the  route 
which  the  general  took,  he  did  not  arrive  at  Hudfon's 
River,  and  fix  his  head  quarters  near  Fort  Edward,  till 
the  ^odi  of  July,  Fort  Edward  is  no  more  than  the  }«» 
ruins  of  a  former  fort,  and  of  no  confequence  to  any 
party.  It  could  afford  no  cover  to  gen.  Schuyler,  and 
<only  gave  a  name  to  the  place  where  it  was  ficuated. 
The  general  left  it  feveral  days  before  Burgoyne  gained 
its  neighbourhood.  He  gave  this  Hate  of  his  army  on 
the  27  th,  at  Moies'  Creek,  in  an  official  letter^— ^*  It 

*  When  the  general  was  prifoacr,  he  made  this  acknowledgment  ro 
one  of  Schuykr's  faitCj  whom  he  aiked  whether  he  knew  any  thing  of 
kf  and  who  pretended  jgnoraticc*  .'^ 

1  i  4  confifts 
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.^ITr  confifts  of  about  2700  continental  troops :— of- mflkia 
from  the  ftatc  of  Conneaicut— one  major-^-onc  captain 
—two    lieutenants— two    cnfigns— »one    adjutants— one 
quarter  mafter — fix  fergeants-*rOdc  drummer — fix  lick, 
and  three  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty-n-the  reft  after  re- 
maining three  or  four  days  deferted  us  >^0(  thofb  from 
the  county  of  Berkfhire  (in  the  Maflachufetts)  who  eoa- 
■fifted  of  upward  of  1200,  half  of  which  were  to  have 
remained^  fomewhat  rqore  than  200  are  lefe,  die  re- 
mainder having  alfo  deferted : — Of  coL  Moielejr*s  ra- 
iment from  the  county  of  Hampfhire  (Maflachufetts) 
about  ten  or  twelve  are  lefi:,  the  reft  haying  defated. 
Of  eol.  Porter's  regiment  of  the  county  of  HampAfae, 
about  aoo  left : — Of  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Albany, 
1G50  are  left,  being  forty-fix  more  thaii  half  of  ^tAlax, 
were  upon  the  ground,  when  it  was  reiblved  to  let  half 
return  to  their  habitations."     He  added,  "  ThattOftxir, 
criminal  indifference,  and  want  of  fpirit  .which  fo  grae* 
rally  prevails,  is  more  dangerous  than  all  the  efibrtSLof 
the  enemy.     Nor  is  that  jealoufy  and  fpirit  of  detraftion, 
which  fo  unhappily  prevails,  of  ftnall  detrimeM  to  iour 
caufe."     The  next  day  he  wrote  fn>m  Saratoga,  twenty 
miles  below  Fort  Edward,  and  thirty-fcvcn  abov«  Alba- 
ny, "  Every  effort  of  the  enemy  would  be  in  Tain,  if 
our  exertions  equalled  our  abilities,  if  our  inrtue  wsq^ 
not  finking  under  that  infamous  venality,  which  pcrvftki 
throughout  and  threatens  us  with  ruin  J* 

The  defertions  above  mpntioned  were  not  to  die 
enemy,  but  to  their  own  homes :  Schuyler. was.,fbrjfimie 
j-eafons.  a  very  unacceptable  commander  to  the  Kew 
England  militia.  They  were  in  general  difgufted  with> 
ai)d  wou|4  not  fcrv?  under  him.    There  w?rc  |ip  ^efer? 

tioDS 
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tions  to  the  royal  army  worth  noticing,  which  argues  "777* 
there  were  no  lurking  feeds  of  difafFeftlon  to  the  Amc-  \ 
rican  caufc- 

f  -  Had  the  Britilh  commander  ret  timed  immediately  to 
Ty,  and  advanced  from  thence  in  the  tnoft  expeditious 
manner,  with  a  few  light  field  pieces,  inftead  of  fuffer- 
ing  any  delay,  in  order  to  his  dragging  along  with  him 
4  heavy  train  of  artillery,  he  might  have  been  at  Albany 
by  the  time  he  got  to  Hudfon's  River*,  your  cof- 
refpondent,  the  fifth  of  Oftober  the  laft  year,  breakfafted 
with  gen.  Gates  at  Ty  j  failed  in  company  up  Lake 
George  (about  35  miles  long)  with  their  hories  in  bat- 
teaus ;  landed^  ftayed  awhile,  and  reached  Fort  Edward 
(about  9  miles  from  Fort  George)  at  night  a  little  after 
eight-  From  Ty  to  Lake  George  is  rather  more  than 
two  miles.  The  two  fmall  fchooners  on  the  lake,  could 
have  made  no  long  refiftance  againft  a  brigade  of  gun- 
boats. Fort  George  was  well  adapted  to  keep  off  Indians 
^and  fmall  parties ;  but  not  to  ftop  the  royal  army.  The 
Americans  there,  inftead  of  defending  the  fort,  or  op- 
pofing  the  landing  of  the  army,  would  undoubtedly  have 
retreated  to  gen,  Schuyler  at  Fort  Edward,  The  latter 
felt  himfelf  fo  weak,  that  by  the  ift  of  Auguft  he  drew 
back  from  Saratoga  to  Stillwater  (25  miles  north  of  Al^ 
bany)  from,  whence  he  wrote  on  the  4thj  "  We  have  i 
not  above  4.OQ0  continental  troops;  if  men,  one  third 
of  which  are  negrpes,  boys,  and  men  too  aged  for  field  ' 
or  indeed  any  other  fcrviccj  can  be  called  troops.  The  :' 
Hates  from  whence  thefe  troops  came,  can  determine  ^ 
why  fuch  boysj  negrqes  and  aged  men  were  fent,  A 
great  part  of  the  army  took  the  field  in  a  manner  naked,  ' 
*.      f  pcncral  Gates  has  icpcatcdly  iaid  23  much  La  my  hearing, 

.    .  without 
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)777*  without  blankets,  ill  trrned,  dnd  vety  deficieftcinr  acom; 
trements.  Too  many  of  our  officers  would  be  a  difgtut 
to  die  moft  contemptible  troops  that  were  ever  ocdlcAedi 
And  have  (b  little  fenie  of  honor,  that  cafhieniig  ihem 
items  no  punifhment.  They  have  ftood  by»  and  fiifiimdl 
the  moft  fcandalous  d^redations  to  be  coinunitMi  4» 
the  poor,  diftreffed,  ruined. and  flying  inhabitsmts/'  .  Hi 
bad  alfo  about  fifteen  hundred  miHtia.  *        ^  ^^ 

-  The  evacuation  bfTyconden^  and  Mountlndqxn* 
dence,  furprifed  gen.  Wafliington  ;.and  fpread  afloiiiAH 
ment  and  terror  through  the  New  England  ftatei^:  Xhc 
;  general  was  led  to  believe  that  the  garriiba.  was  * 
ftronger.  The  Maflachufetts  general  court  were : 
in  not  having  feafbnably  forwarded  their  quota 
i^reeable  to  the  requifition  of  congrtis.  Xbe  apppc^ 
keitfions  of  the  Maflachufetts  people  were  the  grttMv  ^ 
dieir  military  friends,  with  gen.  Waflungton's  inny>  in^ 
fenned  them,  that  the  expedition  which  StrWiHiMB 
Howe  had  undertaken,  and  for  which  he  was  embado^g 
his  troops  from  Staten  Ifland,  was  meant  againftBoAmiii 
But  amid  all  the  difafters  which  had  happened,  mfid  the 
tonfequent  terrors,  no  fort  of  dil^iofidon  to  CQiii|pjl|r  wkh 
Bridfh  propofidons,  appeared  in  any  quarter.  /Notiritb* 
ftanding  the  fuccefs  that  had  attended  die  nordiem  umfi 
ahd  the  military  ftorm  that  was  gathering  tit.  Sudy 
Hook,  and  no  one  flate's  knowing  Where  it  woidd  fidlh 
yet  each  diicovered  a  determination  to  remaia  mtitf^yfgix 
dent.  The  American  commander  in  chief  reoemid  m* 
formation,  that  the  common  report  among  die 
Ifnd  foldiers  was,  that  the  fleet  was  going  to  the 
ware:  but  as  Howe's  conduft  was  to  Imn 
yond.  meafyre^  fo  were  the  in£grmil30Q«>  lie 

.One 
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One  time  the  fhips  were  ftanding  up  -toward  the  north  '777« 
riven  In  a  little  while  they  were  going  up  the  Sound ; 
and  in  an  hour  after  they  were  failing  out  of  the  Hook. 
Before  dieir  ihiling,  a  fplrited  adventure  took  place  oo 
the  fide  of  Rhode  Ifland>  which  not  only  fully  retaliated 
the  furprifal  of  gen.  Lee,  but  procured  an  indemnifica- 
tion of  his  pcrfon-  Lieut-  col.  Barton,  of  a  militia  re- 
giment  belonging  to  that  ftate,  widi  feveral  other  officers 
.  ;ind  volunteers,  to  tlie  number  of  forty,  paffed  by  night  J"'/ 
from  Warwick  neck  to  Rhode  IQand,  and  thougii  they 
had  a  paffagc  of  ten  miles  by  water^  eluded  the  watch^ 
fulnefs  of  the  Ihips  of  war  and  guard  boats  which  fur- 
rounded  the  ifland-  They  condufted  their  enterprife 
with  fuch  fiience  and  dexterir/,  that  they  furprifed  gen* 
Prefect  in  his  quarters,  about  one  mile  from  the  water 
fide,  and  five  from  Newport,  and  brought  him  wid> 
one  of  his  aids-de-camp  fafe  to  the  continent,  which  I 
tfiey  had  nearly  reached  before  there  was  any  alarm 
among  the  enemy.  This  adventure,  which  with  inripar- 
tjal  judges  muft  outweigh  cot  Harcourt's  capture  of 
gen<  Lee,  produced  much  exultation  on  the  one  fide. 
And  much  regret  on  the  other,  from  the  influence  it 
would  neceflarily  have  on  Lee's  dcftinatioa.  But  more 
than  a  month  before,  congrefs  had  received  informatioo 
that  Lee  was  treated  by  gen,  Howe  with  kindnefs,  gene- 
rofuy  and  tendernefs,  which  had  led  them  to  defire 
that  col.  Campbell  and  the  five  Heffian  officers  fhould 
be  treated  in  a  fimilar  manner,  confident  with  the  con-. 
finement  and  fafe  cuftody  of  their  perfon's.  They  re* 
folved,  within  a  few  days  after  hearing  of  Prefcot's  being 
taken>  that  an  elegant  fword  ftiould  be  provided  and 
prefcnted  to  col  Barton*  i_         > 

^^  The 
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*77'H'  The  Britifh  fleet  and  army  which  lay  at  Sandy  Hook 
were  dcftined  for  the  rcdu&on  of  Pcnnfylvania,  parti- 
cularly of  Philadelphia,  in .  puifuancr.of  a  plan  which 

July'  ^^  ^^^^  fctded  between  Sir  William  Howe  and  kml 

tS'  George  Germain  i  but  did  not  fail  till  the  twenty^diirdir 
The  land  force  confifted  of  thirty-fix  Britifh  and  Hrf- 
fian  battalions,  including  the  light,  infantry  and  grena- 
diers, with  a  powerful  artillery,  a  New  York  corps  called 
the  queen's  rangers,  and  a  regiment  of  light  hprfe^  cf- 
timated  altogether  at  about  16,000.  The  fleet  confifted 
of  267  fail.  Gen.  Wafhington,  upon  the  fleet'^  iailing^ 
marched  his  army  toward  Pennfylvania,  and' halted  it  ac 
'  CorrieFs  ferry,  Howell's  ferry,  and  Trcntoo..   HDt  wcote 

30*  from  Corners  ferry  on  the  30th. — "  Howe's  (i|i  annnan- 
ner)  abandoning  Biirgoyne  is  fo  unaccountably  a  nuKCer, 
l^t  till  I  am  fully  aflfured  it  is  fo,  I  cannot  help  calling 
my  eyes  continually  behind  me;!*  He  menj^oncd  Jus 
kJdng  the  army,  till  the  fleet  (hould  appear  in.  the  De^ 
Iaware>  and  put  the  matter  out  of  doubts  and  that  he 
had  ordered .  gen.  Sullivan's  diviiion  to  Jbalt  at  Morrif* 
town,  that  it  might  march  fouthward  or  northward^  *upon 
the  firft  advice  of  the  enemy'*  throwing  any^  Ibrce  xtp 
the  North  River, 

'  General  Washington's  perplexity  for  ibme  diqr$  dm- 
not  be  fo  well  conceived  of,  as  by  extraAs  fiom  -his  own 
letters ;  read  then  and  judge  for  yourfelf.  *^  July  31. 
The  enemy's  fleet  arrived  at  the  Capes  of  Delaware 
yefterday,  therefore  order  the  two  brigades  thixyim  over 
the  river  to  march  immediately."  ^*  Cheft<u-»  Auguft  i; 
I  had  proceeded  thus  far,  to  look  out  for  a. proper  frfaoe; 
tjf  arrange  the  army,  when  I  received  the  pro^m^uog  wcr 
count,  tliat  the  enemy's  fleet  Igft  jhc  .Capjcs  y&fa^y^ 

and 
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and  fteared  eaftward,  I  ihall  return  with  the  utmoftiyn^^ 
expedition  to  the  North  River :  a  fudden  ftroke  is  cer- 
tainly intended  by  this  manceuvre.  Call  in  every  man 
of  the  militia  to  ftrengthen  the  highland  pofts,"  "  Au- 
gufti.  The  enemy's  fleet  put  to  fea  yeftcrday  morn- 
ing at  eight  o'clock,  and  were  out  of  fight  three  hours 
when  the  cxprefs  came  away.  It  appears  gen,  Howe 
has  been  pradtifing  a  deep  feint  to  draw  oi3r  whole  force 
10  this  point.  Counter-march  your  divifion,  and  pro- 
ceed with  all  pofTible  expedition  to  Peek's-kiiL"  "  Au* 
guft  3,  The  conduft  of  the  enemy  is  difficult,  and  dif^ 
trefling  to  be  underftood."  "  Augufl:  ii.  On  the  fe- 
venth  the  enemy  was  off  Sinepuxcnt  inlet  about  fixteen 
leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  on 
which  I  have  halted  for  further  intelligence."  "Au- 
guft  22<  The  enemy's  fleet  have  entered  Chefapeak* 
There  is  not  now  the  leaft  danger  of  ]t"Iowe*s  going  to 
New  England  ;  forward  this  account  to  gov.  Trumbull, 
to  be  by  him  Tent  on  to  the  ealtward.'' 

Sir  William  Howe,  while  off  the  Capes,  received 
that  informadonj  which  led  him  to  judge  it  mofl;  advif- 
able  to  proceed  to  Chefapeak  Bay^  inftead  of  going  up 
the  Delaware.  Such  information  could  not  relate  to 
the  meafurcs  taken  for  rendering  the  navigation  of  the 
river  imprafticable.  Thefe  meafures  were  matters  of  fo 
great  notoriety,  that  he  mull  have  been  ftrangely  defi-L 
cient  in  procuring  intelligencej  if  he  did  not  know  them 
before  he  left  the  Hook.  Befide,  the  obftruftions  in 
the  river  did  not  reach  lb  low  down  as  either  Newcaltle 
or  Wilnnington ;  as  high  as  cither  of  which  places  the 
fleet  might  have  come  with  fafety  i  and  had  he  landed 
at  the  firft  of  them,  he  would  have  been  within  j6  miles 

of 


J 


494  THE     HIS^aitY     OF    TfTE"     " 

<?77«  of  Philadelphia^  14  miks  neariSr  than  the  Heaid  of  £&., 
The  informaticm  mofl:  prorbably  rdat^  to  gen.  Waflmig» 
ton's  having  marched  the  continental  aimfwidoo  a  car^ 
tain  diilance  of  Philadelphia;  and^  perhaps,  to  aproi^ 
peft  of  his  being  joined  by  a  numbei'of  di&fiedtd  Attic- 
ncans  in  the  ftates  of  Maryland  and  Dela^pur,  /tqioii  Ua 
gcnng  up  the  Chefapeak  and  landing  in  Maryland.    Be 
diat  as  it  may,  through  unfavorable  winds  he  did  Mt 
Aa  J  ^°^^  ^  Chefapeak  till  the  i6th  of  Auguft  1  and  the 
^5.  ;  difficulty  of  the  navigation  made  it  the  a5th>  befixef  ijie 
'  army  landed  at  Elk  ferry.    One  part  advanced  to  idia 
.  Head  of  Elk,  the  other  continued  at  the  kuiding  fbca 
to  prote£b  and  forward  the  artillery,  flores  and  neccffivy 
prevtfx>ns.   The  day  Sir  William  entetcd  the  Cbefiipealiy 
he  received  from  lord  George  Germain,  a  lettser  ofMtfp 
;  the  1 8th,  wherein  was  given  him  the  jSrft  kltifiifdaiii 
that  any  fupport  whatever  would  be  expe&ed  fhtntt  hin 
in  favor  of  the  northern  expedition  Under  ge9«  Buf^ 
goyne,  in  words  to  this  purpofe^i^^' I  titiiib.tMt-iites« 
ever  you  may  meditate,  it  will  be  executed  klAvafito 
€0-€j:eratc  with  the  army  ordered  to  proceed  fifom;  Ca*: 
*  nada."    Gen.  Waihington  upon  advice  of  cheBrkUk 
army's  having  landed,  marched  toward  the  BnmdjrDriatk 
river,  with  his  troops,,  amounting  in  the  wl)okt0.ii,oe0f 
prefent  and  fit  for  duty,  including  1800  of  the 
fylvania  militia.      Gen.   Greene    attended  witb' 
Weedon,  was  km  to  reconnoitre  and  find  out  an  tdtglW^ 
ipot  for  their  encampments    He  ^ch^d  uponjonc^raii 
the  Crofs  Roads,  near  fix  miles  diftant  fitski^the^'tajnl; 
army,  which  he  judged  fuitable,.  as  theAniericai»!tMlild^ 
diere  have  an  open  country  behind  tbtnar^-  firomi 
they  could  draw  afi^ifbncc,  *and  wattld-kilrGt 
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ties  of  fkirmiftiing  with  the  enemy  before  they  were  or-  '777r 
ganized  and  provided  with  teams  and  horfes,  &c.  for 
marching ;  and  as  Howe's  troops  would  be  a  long  while 
cramped  before  they  could  gctVhat  was  wanting  in  or- 
der to  their  proceeding.  He  wrote  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  acquainting  him  with  the  fpot  he  had  choferu 
But  the  information  was  received  too  late  i  a  council  of 
war  had  determined  the  fame  day  it  was  tranfmittedj  to 
take  a  pofition  upon  Red-Clay  Neck,  about  half  way 
between  Wilmington  and  Chriftiana,  alias  Chrifteen,  with 
their  left  upon  Chrifteen-neck,  and  their  right  extend* 
ing  toward  Chad's  Ford.  When  the  reafon  for  it,  that 
it  would  prevent  the  enemy's  paffing  on  for  Philadel-^ 
phia,  was  affigned  to  gen.  Greene,  he  maintained,  that 
they  would  not  think  of  Philadelphia,  till  they  had  beaten 
tiie  American  army ;  and  upon  bis  obferving  the  pofi- 
tion which  had  been  taken^  he  condemned  It  as  being 
greatly  hazardous,  and  fuch  as  mufl;  be  abandoned,  fliould 
the  enemy  when  organized  advance  toward  them*  The 
Americans  however,  fpcnt  much  time  and  labor  in 
ftrengthening  the  poft. 

Let  us  break  off  here  to  mention  fome  of  the  con- 
grcflional  proceedings.  In  the  beginning  of  June,  they 
approved  gen,  Waihington's  condufl;  as  to  the  cartel  for 
exchange  of  prifoners,  and  his  reafoning  upon  the  fub- 
je£t.  The  ger^eral  had  acquainted  Sir  William  Howe, 
that  he  did  '^  not  hold  himfelf  bound  either  by  the  fpirit 
of  the  agreement,  or  by  the  principles  of  jufl:ic^:,  to 
account  for  thofe  prifoners,  who,  from  the  rigor  and 
feveriry  of  chcir  treatment,  were  in  fo  emaciated  and 
I^mguiftiing  a  ftateat  the  time  they  came  out,  as  to  ren- 
der their  deatji  aJmofl  certain  and  inevitable^  and  wKidij^ 

in 
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«777-  in  many  inftanccs,  happened  while  they  were  returning 
to  their  honies,  and  in  many  others  after  their  arrival*' 
He  faid  to  him,  "  You  muft  be  fenfible  rfiat  our  en- 
gagement, as  well  as  all  others  of  the  kind,  though  in 
letter  it  exprefles  only  an  equality  of  rank  and  numberi 
as  the  rule  of  exchange,  yet  it  neceilarily  implies  a  re- 
gard to  the  general  principles  of  mutual  compenlatioa 
and  advantage.  This  is  inherent  in  ics'nature>  is  the 
voice  of  reafon,  and  no  ftipulation,  as  to  the  condidon 
in  which  priibners  (hould  be  returned,  was  ivquifite. 
Humanity  didtated,  that  their  treatment  ihould  be  fudi 
as  their  health  and  comfort  demanded.  Nor  is  this  the 
language  of  humanity  alone — »juftice  declares  the  fame. 
The  objedt  of  every  cartel,  or  fimilar  agreement,  is  die 
benefit  of  the  prifoners  themfelves,  and  that  of  die  con-* 
tending  powers— on  this  footing  it  equally  exa^b,, '  diat 
they  fhould  be  well  treated,  as  that  they  ihould  be  a* 
changed :  the  reverfe  is  therefore  an  evident  infiaAioD» 
and  ought  to  fubjeft  the  party,  on  whom  it  u  diatge^ 
able,  to  all  the  damages  and  ill  confequences  refiildng 
from  it  */' 

June  *    Congrefs  "  refolved,  That  the  flag  of  the  ThirOea 

^"^     United  States  be  thirteen  ftripes,  alternate  red  and  white 
that  the  union  be  thirteen  ftars,  white  in  a  blue  -fidd* 

20.  reprefenting  a  new  conftellation."  "  Refdvedj  Thata 
corps  of  invalids  be  formed,  confifting  of  eight  compap 
nies,  each  company  to  have  one  captain,  two  lieutenants, 


two  enfigns,  five  fergeants,  fuc  corporals,  two  drum^' 
mers,  two  fifers  and  a  hundred  men.  This  eorpa-terbc 
employed  in  garrifoii  and  for  guards  in  cides  and-  odicr 

*  Sec  the  letters  on  this  fabjedl  between  Howe  and  l^aflkiogfoii,* 
ind  others^  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  v.  p«  214  60  SSO«'  Ud'pw'ajtib 

places 


/ 


AMI  k  I  C  A  rf     it  E  V  O  t  U  T  i  o  rf#  ^4J| 

places,  as  aUb  to  IcrVeas  a  military  fclfool  for  young « 377* 
gentlemen,  t)revi6us  to  their  being  appointed  to  march* 
ing  regiments;^'     Lewis  Nicola  dq;  was  immediately 
jifter  elefted  ttylonel  of  tte  faid  corpse 

The  inhabitants  of  the  New  H^mpfhire  grants  having 
fet  up  an  independent  govemmtrttj  prcfentcd  a  pctitioii 
to  congrefs,  praying  that  tbfey  might  be  Confider4d  as 
a  free  and  independent  ftate»  aAd.  that  ddegaCes  frotts  ^ 
them  might  be  admitted  to  feais  in  Gohgrcls.    Their  j^^ 
petition  was  difmifled.     But  thcWgh  k  was  difmifledt  J^ 
the  petitioners  have  not  diflbWed  their  government,  but 
are  refolutcly  determined  to  cofttinwe  a  free  and  iiMie*  \ 
pendent  ftate* 

Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  deitmA  lettersj^ly 
from  generals  Sullivan,  Greene  and  KhoXy  all  dated  the    '* 
firft  of  July ;  whereupon  congrcfe  Calmc  to  the  foUowii^ 
unanimous  refolution  :  "  That  the  prefident  trahfoiic  tdr 
gen.  Wafliington  copies  of  the  letters  fit>ra  gener^  StA^ 
livan,  Greene  and  Knox  to  congrefs,  with  dircftions  ta 
hini  to  let  thofe  officers  know,   that  Gongrels  oxifidcp 
the  faid  letters  as  an  attem^  to  inHuence  their  deci(ioii%< 
an  invafion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people^,  aod  iaditlarii^:    \ 
a  want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  <rf  ooagrcis;  that  ke    \ 
is  expefted  by  congrefs,  the  faid  officers  will  maijce  pro*    I 
per  acknowledgments  for  an  interference  d^  6x  dffige«     ; 
rous  a  tendency  -,  but  if  any  of  diofe.offipcrs  al^-.^twiU 
ling  to  ferve  their  country  luider  die  atitfao^ty  of  con-: 
grefs,  they  Ihall  be  at  liberty  to  re%n  their  commiffiona      ; 
and  retire."     Their  letters  are  llippofed  to  have  rclatifdJ 
to  the  affair  of  Monficur  du  Goudr^  and  odier  French*      - 
officers,  which  will  be  immcdiatriy  m«tioncd;  and  tOk      '; 
have  contained  an  Intimation,  that  placing^  anfr  of  thie&r      \ 

Vol.  IL  K  k  tivq^'     i 
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'771*  ^^^^  ^'^^^**  heads  would  be  preventive  of  their  ienring 
their  country  longer.  If  they  have  made  any  acknow- 
ledgments to  congrefs,  the  fame  have  not  been  printed 
in  the  journals,  or  have  hitherto  efcaped  my  iearch. 

About  the  latter  end  of  April,  the  Amphitritc  arrived 
at  Portfmouth  from  France,  with  military  (lores,  in- 
trenching tools,  &c.  By  the  fame  or  a  fimilar  oppor- 
tunity, Monf.  du  Coudray,  and  feveral  more  officers 
came  over  with  a  view  of  ferving  in  the  American  army, 
upon  terms  agreed  between  them  and  Mr.  Deane.  •  Mr. 
Deane  contrafted  with  du  Coudray  for  hatf  a  hundred 
officers.  Cpudray  was  to  be  commander  in  chief  of  the 
artillery  and  engineers  5  to  have  the  rank  of  m^or  gc-' 
neral;  to  precede  fome  others  by  exprefs  ftipulation,  ittid 
all  by  the  pre-eminence  ufual  to  artillery;  He  was  to 
l?e  under  no  order,  but  of  congrefs  and  gen.  Waihing*' 
ton ;  to  have  the  pay  of  a  major  general  in  a  feparate 
department ;  and  to  be  penfioned.  for  life.  Congrefi 
was  embarrafled.  There  was  no  eftablifhingof  ftich  an 
agreement  without  offering  an  infult  to  their  own  Ame- 
rican officers  of  the  firft  rank,  and  obliging  them  (in 
honor)  to  quit  the  fervice,  unlefs  they  would  ever  after 
be  efteemed  the  fpiritlefe  tools  of  cohgrels.  On  the 
n  th  of  July,  a  committee  of  the  whole  refolved,  **  That 
Mr.  Silas  Deane  had  not  any  powers  or  authority  -from 
congrefs  to  make  the  treaty  with  Mr.  du  Coudray,-  and 
the  other  French  gentlemen  therein  mentioned,  and 
therefore  that  congrefs  arc  not  by  any  means  -bound  to 
fulfil  the  terms  thereof/'  Mr.  Deane's  inftru^Uonwas- 
to  engage  engineers  not  exceeding  four.  The  next  day  it" 
was  refolved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  conmiit- 
tee,  that  the  faid  agreement  is  inconfiftcnt  with  the  in-;- 
%     '  •  "    'tjcreftf 


tereft,  honor  and  fafety  of  thcfe  United  States/'    Thu^lf> 
report  being  made,  was  fmothered  Otit  of  lenderncfs,    ^ 
and  laid  on  the  table,  that  a  trial  nw^t  be  mad^  to^uict 
the  military  ambitiqn  of  du  Coudray^     Thejr  thcrtffort    • 
on  the  15th  "refolved.  That  d  committee  of  three  b^  J)>ly 
appointed  to  confer  with  Monf.  du  Coudray ;  thitt  they  .^  ^* 
inform  hinn,  congrefs  cannot  comply  with  the  agreement  ; 
he  has  entered  into  witk  Mr.  Deanej'biit  fenfible  of  the  < 
fervices  he  has  rendered '  thefe  ftates^  arid  having  a  fa-  1 
vorable  opinion  of  his  merits  and  abilhiesi   they  will  \ 
cheerfully  give  him  fuch  rank  and  appointments  as  Ihaifl   i 
mt  be  inconfiftent  with  the  honor  and  fafety  of  thcfe    ]. 
ftates,  or  interfere  with  the  great  duties  they  owe  to  theit    ,i 
conftituents.**     They  afterward  ordered  moniey  to  be    ^ 
advanced  to  him,  for  the  fupport  of  himfelf  and  the  gen* 
tlemen  who  came  with  him  from  France  i  and  on  the 
I  Tth  of  Auguft  appointed  him  infpeftor  general  of  ord- 
nance and  military  manufa6tories,  with  the  rank  of  ma« 
jor  general. 

"  Whereas  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  out  of  his  great  31. 
zeal  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  in  Which  jhe- United  States 
are  engaged,  has  left  his  famiily  arid  connexions,  and  at 
his  own  expence  come  over  to  offer  his  fervice  to  the 
United  States  without  penfion  or  particular  allowance, 
and  is  anxious  to  rifque  his  life  in  our  caufe:— -Rc- 
folved.  That  his  fervice  be  accepted,  and  that,  in  con- 
fideration  of  his  zeal,  illuftrious  family  and  cohneftions, 
he  have  the  rank  and  commiffion  of  ma^or  general  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,"  •    • 

The  proceedings  of  congrefs  muft  '  be  fufpehded,  till 
feme  account  has  bc$n  given  of  this  noble  phenomenon* 

Rk  2  In 
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I'jrj'j.  In  17763  the  marquis>  at  the  age  c^  ninefetCA  ^ 
poufed  the  caufe  of  tjie.  America^  ««id  uoterattoed 
tipon  joining  them  in  per^m  He  comtnuaiaMd'lii 
intention  to  the  Anierican  commiflioncn  ac  Boni^  vita 
&iled  not  to  encourage  it>  jufUy  condudtng  tfate  tb 
eclat  of  his  depai:ture  would  be  feryiceal^.  tQk  tliieir  Cttrf^ 
Events  however  immediately  occurred,  if^ffakh  «tiuU 
have  deterred  from  his  undertaking  a  pcriMl'Ui&ikca^ 
mined  thai)  the  marqms.  News  anived  m  FfilBd^ 
that  the  remnant  of  the  American  9Tvnf$  'rtdotiad  *i» 
2000  infurgents  as  they  were  called^  hwi  fled,  tumti 
Philadelphia  through  the  Jericys^  ^  before  4a  anqy  of 
30,000  regulars.  This  news  lb  effe^hially  Tmhncniflw! 
the  little  credit  which  America  had  in  l^iarop^,  ^m;  lUr 
commiflioners  could  not  procure  a  v$0$^  to  BmnfA^ilm 
nobleman's  projefb.  Under  thefe  cirpiniflHiim.  ikf 
thought  it  but  honed  to  difcourag;:  his  profikiopiig  tlicr 
enterprife,  tiU  a  change  in  affairs  fhould.  iwndcc  It  k(i 
hazardous  or  more  promifing.  It  was  in  va^.^|»p(<w 
Aat  they  aded  fo  candid  a  part.  The  Qttn^  iKbiditbe 
American  fons  of  liberty  had  kindled  in  his  br«|0;,«O|iU 
not  be  interrupted  by  their  misfortunes,  *  «^  Hi^mo^^ 
feid  be,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  heroifm,.  <*I  hMrfto«fy;€b&- 
riftied  >T>ur  caufe  j.  now  I  am  gojng  to  fenre  k.  Xlie 
lower  it  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  pcopltt  the  grMMT  jrf- 
fed:  my  departure  will  have ;  and  fince  yoit  cwqtitfrt 
a  veflfeU  I  (hall  purchafe  and  fit  otH:  one,  to  can^.-^mv 
difpatches  to^  coi^cfs,  and  me  tt>  Anicricik''  Mb  ^^ 
cordingly  fitted  out  a  vefTel^  and  in.  the  locan:  vlflr 
made  a  vifit  to  Qreat  Britain^,  thap  die  pftit'  he^Mty 
ing  to  aft  might  be  rendered  the  more  eontpMMHi*' 
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A  ftcp  fo  extraordinary,  a  patron  offo  much  impor^  ^Vl* 
tanccj  did  not  fail  to  engage  univcrfal  attention.  The 
French  court >  whatever  were  their  good  wiflies  toward 
America^  could  not  at  that  time  overlook  his  elope- 
ment- He  was  overtaken  by  an  order  forbidding  his 
proceeding  to  America,  and  veflels  were  difpatchcd  to 
the  Weft  Indies  to  have  him  confined  in  cafe  he  was 
■found  in  that  quarter.  He  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
the  order,  but  did  not  obey  it ;  and  keeping  clear  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  arrived  in  Charleftown.  CongreJi 
could  not  hefitate  a  moment  about  paying  a  due  atten- 
tion to  fo  remarkable  a  charaitcr,  when  intelligence  6£  - 
the  fame  was  communicated.  The  marquis  had  left  a 
pregnant  confort^  and  the  moft  endearing  connections*  ^ 
Independent  of  the  rifts  he  has  now  fubjefted  himfelf 
tso,  in  common  with  the  leaders  of  the  Ameiican  revO'- 
lution,  he  has  expoled  himfelf  to  the  lofs  of  every  thing 
at  home  in  confequence  of  the  laws  of  France,  after 
hazarding  a  long  confinement  without  the  chance  of 
being  acknowledged  by  any  nation,  had  he  faijen  into 
Britilli  hands  on  his  paffage  to  America, 

He  received  the  congrefs's  mark  of  approbation  with 
great  condefcenfion  i  and  yet  not  without  exafting  two 
conditions,  which  difphyed  the  dignity  of  his  Ipirit—  . 
the  one  that  he  ftiould  be  pcrmittCLl  to  fervc  at  his  own 
expence — the  other  that  he  Hiould  begin  his  ferviccs  as 
^  volunteer.  After  joining  the  army^  he  lived  with  the 
commandr'r  in  chief^  and  was  happy  in  hii  friendfhip 
^nd  affection, 

Now  to  refume  the  narration  of  whap  was  done  in 
the  great  council  of  the  United  States. 

It  k  3  Coiigrcf* 
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1777,      Congrcfs  dircfted  gen.  Walhington  to  ordcr'fiich  gf- 
neril  olficcr  as  he  fliould  think  proper  to  repair  imme- 
diately to  the  northern  department,  to  relieve  genenl 
j  Schuyler  in  his  command  there;  but  upon  his  wifhing 
to  be  ej^cufed,  they  refolved  to  proceed  to  due  ele£lion 

Augi  of  one,  when  the  ballots  being  taken,  it  s^peared  that 

*•      gen.  Gate^  was  elefted  by  the  vote  of  ekvcn  ftiiies. 

Congrefs  having  made  new  regulations  in  the  dq>ar& 
ment  of  the  comniiflafy  general  of  purch^^*  Mr, 
-Jofeph  Trumbull  refigned  his  commifliOn,  .arni.fignifMi 
bis  intention  of  difcpntinuing  his  fervicc  on  ;tlj|5  ^pdi  of 

5.  the  month.  They  upon  that  ^f  refolved^  That  Mr, 
Trumbull,  with  the  officers  under  him,  be  defired  to 
continue  in  the  bufinefs  of  fupplying  the  suipy  under  die 
•former  eftablifhment,  until  the  cgmmiflarics  general  d 
.purchafes  and  iflues  fliall  fignify  their  readindb  to:p|o- 
4:eed  therein  under  tho  new  regulations.'^  .  . 

Tq  what  influence  Mr.  Trumbull  imputed  the  rcgUr 
latipns  that  occafioned  his  refignation,   and  what  was 
his  opinion  as  to  the  manner  pf  condufting  biiQnefi  in 
congrefs,  may  be  gathered  from  a  letter  of  hisj..wheieii) 
he  wrote  on  the  firft  of  September.?-*^-*'  I  h'ave.qilitted 
the  commiffary  department.     The  regulations,  wbicfe 
are  the  ground  on  which  I  have  quitted,  were  firmed 
by  the  junto.     Is  it  known  in  ypur  ftate  [the  M^llachur 
fetts]  that  the  prefident  is  with/the  Yorkers  and  Ibuthcm 
Bafhaws  :  th^t'if  he  wants  any  thing  moved,  his  t^rother 
delegates  are  not  applied  to,  but  the  motion  comes  from 
Duane,  or  fome  other  perfon  of  no  better  charaAer$ 
and  that  there  is  no  harmony  between  him  and  his' bre- 
thren ?" 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTFOIJ'.  5^3 

^  *'  Refelvedj  That  the  prefident  inform  gen,  Walh-  *777* 
ington,  that  congrefs  never  intended  by  any  comniimon 
Jiitherto  granted  by  thenij  or  by  the  eft ablllh  merit  of 
any  department  whatever,  to  fiiperftde  or  circumfcribe 
fhe  power  of.  gen,  Waihingtori  as  the  commander  iri 
chief  of  ail  die  continental  land  forces  within  the  United 
States," 

The  Eritifli  troops  ftationed  on  Staten's  I  (land  were 
often  making  incurlions  into  the  Jcrfeys,  and  carrying 
off  inhabitants,  cattle,  &c.  This  induced  gen.  Sullivan 
to  fettle  apian  with  coL  Ogden  for  attacking  the  ifland. 
The  latter  had,  properly  fpeaking,  a  feparatc  command, 
but  agreed  to  join  the  general  in  the  expedition.  The 
general  w^s  to  go  from  Elizabeth  town  point ;  and  the 
colonel  with  his  own  and  col,  Dayton's  regiment^  joined 
by  a  hundred  militia,  were  to  crofs  from  another  fpor^ 
%o  pafs  up  Frelh-kill  creek,  and  to  come  in  the  rear  of 
coL  Lawrence^  who  w^s  encamped  near  the  ferry  with 
^bout  150  men,  whom  he  was  to  attack  by  day  break. 
The  general  felefted  from  the  brigades  of  gens.  Small- 
wood  and  De  Borre,  fuch  men  as  were  beft  able  to  en- 
dure the  march,  amounting  to  near  looo.  Thefe  he 
ordered  to  march  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  from 
Hanover  to  Elizabeth-town,  about  16  miks^  wliere  dn^y 
arrived  in  the  evenings  on  the  ^id  of  Auguft  they 
crofled  over  before  day  light.  The  colonel  jproceeded 
to  execute  the  part  of  the  plan  allotted  him.  It  had 
been  fettled^  that  the  general  lliould  fend  two  regiments 
to  the  neck  of  land  feparating  the  quarter  where  the 
colonel  was  to  begin  his  attack  from  the  reft  of  the  iQand, 
by  their  polfeffing  of  which  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
^ould  be  cut  oflj  and  a  lurrender  neccrffarily  follow, 

K  k  4  V^hm 


504  T»U    HISTORY    QF    THt^  : 

^77^  When  the  colonel  had  fucceeded  in  the  cgmrMOOta^ 
qf  his  operations^  and  faw  numbers  dying  to  tbc  Mck^ 
h$  expeded  they  would  have  been  ftcrpt  dicnc.;  }gnftmm 
furprifcd  at  obferving  the  contrary»  and  ^lat^die  occito 
pncy  of  the  ground  had  not  talcen  jrfaee.  IJvhmppifi 
the  general  upon  landings  inftead  of  kei^ing  to  thepfatf} 
propofed^  marched  feven  miles  toward  the  forts,  ^iriiidi 
occafioned  a  lo&  of  time,  and  increafed  die  fttigut  of 
the  troops,  many  of  whom  ha4  marche4  irtir  vpM 
f^R^cnty  miles  to  the  plac?  where  they  crofled.  -  Thof 
ifttigue  occafioned  feveral's  dropping  behixid,  and^bebg 
pickt  up  by  the  enemy.  Th(  colonel  haying  ctjptarei 
Ijo  privates  md  fome  officers,  and  haying  taksoi  ftlaiig% 
ihallop,  put  them  pn  bo^  and  Qmt  them  off  to  £fim 
beth.town.  The  perfcm  who  had  the  care  of  them,  bong 
but  ai>  ^idifferent  hand,  though  the  beft  tdiat  eocdd  be 
fparedj  was  nqt  fufficien(ly  attentive  to  drcumlbtocea^ 
fo  that  the  \>0A\^  which  were  to  h^c  attended  gon,  &A* 
liyan'3  motions,  and  whi^h  had  tranfported  his 
rowed  ofiT,  the  boatmen  conducing  finm  the 
of  the  prifQners  upon  deck,  and  oth^r  ap|>eaiaiipB|,diaV 
the  king's  fhallop  wa^  in  purfuit  of  them^  l^lie  Ittwpt 
pf  th^t  divifion  deftroyed  fome  (tores ;  bu|tt  tl^ 
•  pf  hay  aiKi  feyen  veflels ;  and  did  other 
the  gr^nd  defign  of  the  C3|pedition  failed  by  the 
varying  from  the  plan  concerted  bepivteti  hxn^j 
froloneL  When  the  geperal  w^ts^v^dng  «Mna#^tlM 
^ound  occiipied  by  the  latter,  no  horfemoa  vM&ftiN 
forward  to  reconnoitrei  or  to  inform  die  ccdboel  of  .tte 
general's  approach,  fo  thatOgden  was  ft  a 
time  whether  it  waa  a  friend  or  an  eheoijr 
{narching  \jp  to  him.    When  the^gjsqu^  joiabBiMi^ 
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diough  the  boats  which  were  to  have  attended  Sullivan  J577, 
were  wanting,  and  the  deficiency  in  number  of  thofe 
prefcnt  made  difpatch  in  tranfporting  the  troops  abfo^ 
lutrly  neccfiary,  the  general  ufed  no  expedition  in  getting 
them  over ;  but  loitered  away  the  precious  time  that 
fliould  have  been  improved  to  the  utmoft,  fo  that  the 
piisfortune  of  the  day  was  increafed.  The  rear  giianj 
confifting  of  iqo  meOj  could  not  get  off  before  th« 
enemy  appeared  in  force  to  attack  them.  They  wer* 
commanded  by  majors  Steward  and  Tillardj  and  took 
poft  on  an  eminence^  where  they  defended  themfelvfg 
bravely  for  a  while,  and  then  retreated  to  another  emi- 
nenqe,  and  fo  to  a  third.  They  maintained  their  ground 
with  great  valor,  till  their  ammunition  was  aU  fpent, 
when  a  number  of  them,  who  could  not  poffibly  get  off, 
fiirrcndcred  prifoners  of  war.  The  Americans  lofl:  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners^ 
toward  200,  The  killed^  wounded  and  prifoners  on  cha 
Other  fidcj  might  be  nearly  the  fame*  Gen.  Sullivan 
captured  eight  and  twenty  tories^  and  a  colonel  or  capt, 
Bartonj  who  was  too  unwieldy  to  ran  off  with  bis  com- 
rades^ He  joined  to  them  the  other  prifoners^  and  fent 
the  whole  to  Philadelphia  in  triumph.  While  upon  the  , 
expedition  J  the  general  gained  pofleffion  of  fome  records  ■ 
and  papers  belonging  to  the  qtiakers,  whicli  with  a  letter 
Were  forwarded  to  congrefs>  and  referred  to  a  committee- 
On  the  aSth  of  Auguft,  "  The  committee  rcpoiTcd — -A^g* 
That  the  feveral  ceftimonies  which  have  been  publiH^ied  ^  ' 
(ince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  conteft  hetwixt 
Great  Britain  and  America,  and  the  uniform  tenor  of 
thecondud  and  converfation  of  a  number  of  pertbns  of 
c<)nfiderable  wealth  who  profcls  thcmfelyes  to  belong  to 

the  ' 
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1777*  the  fociety  of  people  commonly,  called  quakcTs,  nnder 
k  certain  and  notorious  that  thofe  pcrfons  arc  widLxnudi 
rancor  and  bitterncfs  difafFcftcd  to  the  American jcaufe: 
that  as  thefe  perfons  will  have  it  in  their  power,  fo  there 
IS  no  doubt  it  will  be  their  inclination^  to  coniniunicace 
intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  in  various  othv  .ways^to' 
injure  the  counfels  and  arms  of  America  i-i^That  when 
the  enemy  in  the  month  of  December  1776,  wc;rc  bend- 
ing their  progrefs  toward  the  city  of  Philadelphia  4  cer- 
tain .feditious  publication,  addrefied  /*  To  our  friends 
and  brethren  in  religious  profeffion  in  thefe  and  the  ad- 
jacent provinces,"  figned  '*  John  Pembcrton,  in  a^id  on 
behalf  of  the  meeting  of  fufFerings  held  at  Pbiladelphii; 
^r  Pennfylvania  and  New  Jerfey,  the  twentjr-fixth  of 
the. twelfth  month  1776,"  was  publiftied,  and  as.  your 
committee  is  credibly  informed,  circulated  among^. 
ipany  members  of  die  fociety  called  Quakers,  throu^' 
out  the  different  ftates: — That  as  the  feditious  paper 
^forefaid  originated  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and.as- 
the  perfons  whofe  names  are  undermentbncd  haxc  um- 
fbrmily  manifefted  a  difpofition  highly  inimical  to  .the 
caufc  of  America,  therefore— Refolved,  That  it  be 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  fupreme  execudve  council 
of  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania  forthwith  to  apprehend  and 
fecurc  the  perfons  of  Jofliua  Fifher,  Abel  James,  James 
Pemberton,  Henry  Drinker,  Ifrael  Peipbertoi\i  John 
Pemberton,  John  James,  Samuel  Pleaf^ts,  ^Jipmas 
Wharton,  fen.  Thomas  Fifher  fon  of  Jpfhyay.  and  Sa- 
muel Fifher  fon  of  Jofhua,  together  with  all  fuch  papers 
in  their  pofTefTion  as  may  be  of  a  political  natiire,*' ;    . 

"  And  whereas  there  is  ftrong  reafon  to  .apprdMod. 
that  thcfc  perfons  maintain  a  correfpondcncc  and  coa- 

neftioii 
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fic6Jtk)n  highly  prejudicial  to  the  public  fafcty,  hothnlyfTlJ* 
in  thi$  (late,  but  "in  the  feveral  ftates.rof  America *:-p^ 
Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the' executive 
powers  of  the  refpeftive  ftates  forthwith  to  apprehend 
^d  fecure  all  perfonis,  as  weU  among  the  people  calloi 
quakers  as  odiers,  \fho  have  in  their  general  conduft 
^nd  converfation  evid(en<ied  a.  difpofitioninimicd'to idle 
caufe  of  America;  and  that  the  perform  fo  feiased  iie 
confined  in  fueh  places,  .and  treated  in  fueh  itianntt,  as 
/hall  be  confiftent  with  dieic  te^>e6tiYc  charaQjers  and 
fecurity  of  their  pcrfomit-r-.Tliat  the  Tccords  ;|nd  ptp(its 
of  the  meetings  of  fufferings  in  the'rcfpeftiyclkatts'-fae 
forthwith  fecured  and  carefuUy  Gtanoined,  and.thit  fiifah 
parts  of  them  as  may  be  of  ai  poUtical  nature  be^DTth- 
with  tranfmitted  to  cortgfefs.-i*yhe  f^reportrbdfilg 
rea^l)  and  the  f^vgral  paragraphs  coiindeitd*  ami  4e^        > 
and  the  queftiori  put  feverally  thereon,  the  fame  'Wis 
agreed  to.".— ^*^  Ordered,  Thatithrrboard  of  waiinema*^ 
unde?-  guard  to  a  place  of  fecurity  out  of  the  ftatte  o^  1 
Pennfyly^nia,  the  honorable  John  Pejin  eft};  arttt  Benja**   | 
min  Chew  efq;  and  that  they  pve  orders  for  hsivifi^  I 
them  fafely  fecured,  and  entertained  agreeable  to  thdr 
rank  andftation  in  life.''  ^  '       / 

A  number  of  quakers,  beftde  Aofe  mentionol,  toge^ 
ther  with  feveral  perfons  of  a  different  denoriiinatiort, 
were  taken  up  by  tjie  fupreme  estecutive  council  of  Penri- 
fylvania,  concerning  whoni  Gongrefe  refolved,  on  tHcg^ 
8th  of  September,  "  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  8. 
faid  council  to  order  the  immediate  departure  of  fuch 
of  tl>e  faid  prifoners  as  refiife  to  fwear  or  afBrm  allegif 
ance  to  the  ftate  of  PeAnfylvania,  to  Stanton  i»  (Au- 
gufta  county)  Virginia/' 

Eight 


^^7^.  Eight  days  before,  6fi  thife  kft  df  Algb^i  i  ffiSfiftlr 
^  cpngrefs  ^midnig  upOn  ^ublii?  Jifiaifft  tftlft  'esf^MMd 
himfelf,  '«  The  frauds,  the  pecufadoiO>  AepiifaBtt, 
which  have  done  us  more  injury  thift  thfe  ifjAoli'ftNe 
of  our  foreign  enemies,  hftte  beM  cbkll]^  MHM^  W  flb 
irant  of  government,  and  the  \vtttit  xrf'^Bl^^iBHfci  AVU 
lias  j^krm^d  his  6|^erat!ons  in  fti&h  k  Wi(iSMSr  liS  i§  gMk 
tfs  ft  vaft  advantage  both  of  hint  4tnA  BWgb^i^^ 

Reports  prejudicial  to  gi^iH  Stofihttn  WllrC  db«ii^ 
vpon  which  congrds  reibhred>  cfft  die  trft^  iff  Ac  hiteil, 
.  *^  That  gen.  WafhitiEgtnfi  be  direfted  tMi||l^dl^|]i^«i8ft 
lof  inquiry  on  the  late  eacpedidon  by  ^,  Sidih«i  HgdM 
tiu:  Britifh  forces  on  Statm  Iflsmd/'  TIME  ^felrilHieil^ 
^e  particulars  inquired  ^to  wa^  lb  ^MfMdy  ^lA'MVB* 
Ciinid  an  honorable  acquittal,  fv^  «» w^ll^^  fMUSH^ 
to  c6rigfeis:  but  had  mtgat  JcTt^  JlM«hflM 
«iiou^  recovered  df  his  wouhd  to  hM^t 'muatHbiUli 
court,  he  would  fcarce  hxte  efitapeft  H  iMk  "" : 

Ld:  us  refume  the  iranfaftiora^df  Sir  WilllHllt(^ 
imd  gen.  Washington.  Sir  Wiiham  muF  fti  ^UtMtUi 
Ibr  want  of  borfes  (numbers  having  died  m  tItB)r{Mifllll|f!) 
imd  of  other  neceflariks  to  aid  his  tnarck,  dltt  It  ^ 
not  till  the  3d  of  September  that  the  royd  aruifMtMIl 
forward.  On  its  advancii^  near  todve  AtmHctMk^4bek 
abai^doned  their^giof^nd,  perceiting  ditt  }(  4widd^ 
Vtfifwef  their  firft  expe&ationi  <:n)ffed  thd  Bmm^^ 
Chad's  ford ;  and  took  pofifeffion  of  the  'h«%hii-lll  «^ 
tail  fide  of  it>  with  an  evident  intuition'  1^  dil^ii^ii^  -tt^ 
paiTage  of  the  rivert  UpoA  an  nppnhmOmi'^itm^fili 
royal  forces  would  attempt  crojQTmg  at  CiBd'fc:filr^.f^ 
Walhkgton  polled  his  main  ftrength  at  dbfl^ibiM:  |  WtBi 
geq.  Maxwell^  with  about  lOOo  lijjir  Ulfffpij  MMIJaJi 

Hftt 
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ovei:  to  pofle&  him&lf  (^  the  opfiobBC  beight^  aad  in  f^« 
the  night  of  tha  lothy  thej^  fi)vincd  aflig^itbreaft^work 
\sith  the  l^mbs  of  tpees.-  .     .  ^ 

By  day  bceak  the  next  moming^  ttie  Bskifli^umy  ^«  ^^ 
yances  ^  two  columns :  tlit  n^t  undcff  liie  coi^isiatid 
of  gen.  Knyphaufen»  which  marches  dioe^  &ar.Cfaad^ 
&rd.  A  party  is  movM  on  €0  diifiodge  .MaxndU^  vhicb 
he  repulfls^  they  are  reioforcqif  and  mme  od  a.fecond 
time  without  fuccoedbg.  Qh  this  a  wpof^  diMcbxteAl 
is  fent  round  a  piece  of  woodi  to  Com^  upon,  his  fiank^ 
^hile  the  other  attack  him  ^ew  in  fiiqnt»  ferce»rin|^ 
this  movement,  he  retreats^  acroi^  the^rifQr  wiiii  atiriflii9|g 
k>fs.  Gen.  Knyphaufen  ke^  up  a^  canno^adc^  and  an 
appearance  of  ibrcbg  the  feiifj  >1L  Ifts  flxaiii  hear  ^aC 
the  left  colunsin  has.  attacked  the  Americana^  aad  iJmi 
he  means  to  attempt  it.  This  fecondcoluqui,  under  th#  . 
command  of  Lord  ComwalfiS)  gtm.  GrejF,  Ma€dM# 
and  Agncw,  i&archea  fbr  the  forks  o^  the  SraadjiEmA^^. 
The  nnovemeni?  is  early  obfe^wdw  Genr  StdtivaitimtBSt 
to  the  commander  Id  chisef^  tliac  it  is  clearly  hia  epiniooy 
that  the  enemy  will  come  round  on  thek  ri^flank;^ 
lie  fends  him  two  meifages  in  the  fomioo^  (xm£stmAnff 
the  fame.  Lieut.  coL  James  Ito&  for^ards^  tt  eleveia 
o^cbck  from  Great  VaUey  road,  tfa^  uttdligciico-*^  A 
large  body^  of  the^  enemy^  from  e^rcry  dccsotrnt:  5000^^ 
with  fixteen  or  eighteen  fidd  pieces,  mgiched^aimg  tiu» 
road  juft  now.  Their  fionb  muft  bevJio%  at  the  ford> 
we  are  clofe  in  their  pear^  with  sdmut  hnmj  rtittu  t 
believe  gen.  Howe  rs  witb  Ak  flirty,  aa  Joieph  Gd<« 
k>way  was  h^e  knoim  by  dte  ifihfid>inaifiB^  witb  many  o£; 
whom  he  ip(^e>  aod  t^  ttom  diat  g;i^r  Ho^erWaawitlli 
him/'  Other-accounta^  coivvborat^  th»  mpittmnD^ilf 
3  the 
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f777»thc  fecond  column  toward  the  forks,  gjtn.  WajQiingCDit 
fettles  it  with  gen.  Greene^  that  he  (hall  crois  with  his 
divifion  at  the  lower  ford^  and  attack  gen.  Kn^rpbaufeo* 
He  at  die  fame  time  fends  word.to  Sullivan  to^crofi  Af 
Brandywine  with  his^  and  fall  upon  the  enemy's  lefti 
while  the  army  croffes  below  to  attack  their  right.  •  The 
commander  in  chief  hopes^  by  defeating  Kjiyjlhauicn, 
to  fecure  thofe  advantages,  which  will  outwei^  any  that 
gen.  Howe  may  gain  by  forcing  the  troops,  oppofed  to 
his  left  column,  to  retreat.     Sullivan  is  preparing  to 
execute  Wafhington's  order,  when  major  Spears  comes 
up.  and  tells  him,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  appearance 
,  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter ;  which  is  confirmed  by  a 
;  fergeant  Tucker  of  the  light  horfe,  fent  out  t>urpofely  to 
make  difcoveries.     Sullivan  conceives  it  to  be  his  duty 
,   to  convey  Spears*s  information  to  the  commander  in 
chief.     This  unfortunate  intelligence  deranges  .the  dif- 
pofition  that  has  been  determined  on,  in  conlequenceof 
prior  information  ;  fo  that  gen*  Greene,  who  has  droBtA' 
with  his  advanced  guard,  is  recalled.     Mean  '/while  die 
fecond  or  left  column  of  the  Britifh  army  crois.thcfbiks 
pf  the  Brandywine,  the  firft  branch  at  Trimbte*a  Jfibid, 
and  the  fegond  at  JefFery's  ford,  about  two  o!clock-ia 
the  afternoon,  taking  from  thence  die  road  to  DihRmth, 
in  order  to  turn  the  right  of  the  Ameritean's,  cobfifling! 
of  three  divifions,  Sullivan's,  Lord  Stirling!s:  and  anbthtt? 
officer '3.    The  Britilh  form  and  advance  in  wdec.jofi 
battle. .  Sullivan,  upon  information  of  what  :has  Htlkm 
place,  marches, to  reinforce  the  two  other  .^yifiom  aoMtfti 
the  Britifh.    He.  takes  rather  too  large.a.cU:€tUib.-agKi>iiiii 
fo  lace  upon  the  ground  as  to  exclude- aUzpqAil^j^^lM^ 
ipaking  »  perfect  difpoUtto^i.    Beforo  he  W:^nHS:4bi 
9  .    .  ride 
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ride  from  one  end  of  the  liAc  to  the  bthcr^  he  is  fud-  1777. 
denly  attacked  by  numbers  unknown  ieo  him,  and  upon 
ground  that  he  never  faw  before  5  fo  that  his  troops  are 
thrown  into  confufion,  and  retreit  with  the  utmoft  pre- 
cipitation. This  happens  between  four  and  five  m  the 
afternoon.  Gens.  Wafhington  and  Greene  being  toge-^ 
thcr,  and  hearing  the  firing,  conclude  that  Sullivan  is 
attacked.  Greene  immediately  haftens  his  firft  brigade, 
commanded  by  gen/Weedon,  toward  the  fcene  of  ac- 
tion with  fuch  uncommtJn  expedition, ~  that  in  forty*  and 
two  minutes  it  advances  near  four  miles.  The  fecorid 
brigade  is  ordered  by  Wafhington  to  march  a  dififerent 
route,  as  it  cannot  be  up  in  time  for  tervice.  .  Genferal 
Knyphaufen,  finding  that  the  parties  on  his  left  are  deeply 
engaged,  croffes  at  Chad's  ford,  attacks  the  divifion  un- 
der gen.  Wayne,  arid  the  light  troops  under  MaxweU, 
obliges  them  to  retire  after  a  fevere  conflift,  and  pof- 
fefles  himfelf  of  the  intrenchment,  battery  and  cannon,  ' 
which  'were  meant  for  its  defence.  Greene,  as  he  Ap- 
proaches the  fcene  of  adtion,  perceives  that  Sullivan's 
defeat  is  a  perfeft  route.  A  council  of  war  is  held  upon 
the  field,  and  it  is  agreed  that  Greene's  brigade  fhall 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  flying  trdops.  Greene  keeps 
firing  his  field  pieces  in  the  rear  as  he  retreats,  and  con- 
tinues retreating  half  a  mile,  till  he  comes'  to  a  narrow 
pafs,  well  fecured  on  the  right  and  left  by  woods.  Here 
he  draws  up  his  force,  confifting  of  the  Virginia  troops, 
and  a  regiment  of  Pennfylvanians  commanded  by  col. 
Stewart ;  and  fends  his  artillery  on,  that  it  may  be  fafe 
in  cafe  of  his  being  under  the  neceffity  of  making  an 
hafty  retreat.  A  warm  engagement  commences,  which 
lafts  from  the  fun's  being  thrc^  quarters  of  an  hour  high 

till 
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I  by  coL  StevenSi  fUF^xurts  thd  attack  of  the  li^tti|b  i!*F 

;  nonade  and  muiketry  for  fifteen  miaiitt^  ^ial3^  drtf 

I  have  never  before  been  engaged*    This  wfaoit  htSgak 

eichibks  fuch  a  degree  of  order,  ikriMei^  and  ygfiihttioft 

and  prelerves  fuch  a  countenance  in  tsfftemtlfAaap  &iv 

vice,  as  would  not  difcredit  veferana*    Way^ft  and  Ai 

North  Carolijiians,  with  the  aruUer;  ami  iight  tiCNqpOy 

after  their  defeat  by  Knyf^aufenj^  ytiik  th(  rear  «f  it  it 

\  iheii*  retreat.    At  darHj  that  alfo  is  ivithdramn  hf  gob 

I  Greene :  the  extrenae  fatigue  of  tfa0  royd  tcoofn^  fqge? 

I  gether  with  the  latenefs  and  darkaeik  ei  the 

•  prevents  its  being  purfued* 

A  few  hours  more  of  day  light  mig^t  hmft  ^  i 
mated  the  conquerorsj  notwithfhu)dii^{  all  tHsir  &#gttb 
as  to  have  prckluced  thoie  exertioQia  wbldh  tfoQ]^  bm  {] 
been  produd^iye  of  a  total  and  rtiinoua  ddhtt  to  dl8 
Americans.  Gen.  Greene  ift  apprehtiafive  that  dide  M 
in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners^  twdfe  or  t!hirt0ni 
hundred ;  and  that  the  royal  army  did  fioC  fv^Str^  Qb 
their  part;  fhort  of  feven  Or  eight  htmdred,  in  killed  tad 
wounded.  The  Americans  loll  sdib  ten  finall  fie)d  ^kocSy 
and  a  howitzer^  of  which  all  but  one  were  faMra&». 

A  great  number  of  French  ofiicers  were  in  the  fn^qiu 
The  baron  de  St.  Ouary  ferving  as  a  volunteer  tMa  li4m* 
The  congrefs  will  undoubtedly  do  all  they  gsui  h^  stgutk 
his  releafe.  Policy  will  oblige  them  to  i]^.  n%  j/t^fbaaH 
a  regard  to  his  rank  and  merit  in  the  French  aFm|f«  Tl)t 
marquis  de  la  Fayette  gave  the  firft  ppgpf  ef.  1^  njlj^ 
tary  charader  in  this  engagement,  and  was^.5Wi|ia4liftt  iq 
the  leg  on  the  fpot  where  the  effort  of  (he.  .eiicf|ig^<  INM 
greateit.    T|ie  wound  however  d|d  not  forfift  l|ifR,  %||| 

Ac 
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the  ficldi  where  he  continued  his  endet\totirstaralljr  die  H^?.- 
Americans  as  well  by.  his  words  as  exaoiple* ,  Xcaint  : 
Pulafki,  a  Polifh  ndWemani  with  a  party  of  Ij^trhsirSpSi  \ 
rode  up  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,',  within  pii3;ol  ibot^o^ 
their  front  j  and  oix  the  fourth  day  after  the  aflion^/was, 
eleftcd  by  congrefsa  comqiander.  of  the.horfe,  wi&  riift 
rank  of  brigadier;     Capt;  Louis  de  Fleiiry's  horfe  was 
killed  under  him.     He  Ihowed  much  co]uragei  and  W4$  , 
fo  ufeful  in  rallying  the  troops,'  that  congrefsj  ,tvithii1i  ■ 
two  days,'   ordered  him^to'  be  prcfented..wi^:%q;p^f 
horfey  as  a  teftimonial  of  the  fcnfe-they.had  of- his  merits 
Confidering  that  gen,  Walhington  had  tb  fight  the  BritiOi. 
army  with  an  inferior  number,  of  raw.  troo|is,^  and.'kew 
the  sLttack  upon  him  was  circuni{tance4,:tht0ugh  the 
falfe  intelligence  he  received,  he  may  be  thought  to.  have 
fufFered  lefs  than  could  have  been  rCxpedtodi  -  Hc.diP 
covered  a  truc^  rtiagnanimity  of  n^ind;  in  that.  (thj9v^ 
he  attributed  ihe  misfortunes  of  the;dajrTP^w*^ip^yj.i?<> 
the  information  of  major  Spears)  he^eytr.'blamed.^nr 
Sullivan  for  conveying  it,  but  declared  that  ^..(bwld 
have  thought  him  culpable  had  it  becn'co(i€«^lc4»:  -He 
retreated  after  the  adipn  to  Chefter^.aiiKiitbe  next  day 
to  Philadelphia.  ,    ^    -. r  ::::'    •_■  . 

The  evening  after  the  baitkf,.  :»;partyltcjjf .jBritifti  was 
lent  to  Wilmington,  svhatM^  the;^cimif;crf  the  De^ 
laware  ftate,  Mr.  M*Kenley  wt  of  hijf  bcdi-aiid  poireire4 
themfclves  of  a  fhallop  lying^inthejcrcek,.  loaded  with 
the  rich  eflfefts  of  fome  of  the  inhdbiitapts,  together 
with  the  public  records:  of  the  county*. .»  large  quantity 
of  public  and  private,  money,  aU  the  papers  and  certi- 
ticates  belonging  to  the  loan  office  ..and  treafury  office 
there,  articles  of. plate,  &c.  \  .  -    .  :    ..^ 

Vol.  II.  Li  ^       General 
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^7?7«  General  Greene  has  been  rather  diflatUfied  with  ges. 
Waflibgton's  omitting  to  take  fpecial  notice  of  Wcc- 
don's  brigade^  in  general  ordersj  for  it»  bravery.  But 
the  coAiman4er  in  chief,  c«nfidering  that  diere  was  a 
prevadiiig  a^^rehenTion  that  Greene  was  his  fayorite, 
and  that  the  Virgimans  were  his  own  fiate  troops,  de-^ 
elined  it,  that  Co  he  might  not  excite  a  difagreeable  jet-* 
loufy,  and  give  ofience  to  the  troops  of  other  ftates. 

s«P«r  A  letter  from  Monf,  du  Condray  to  Mr.  Chafe  was 
Uid  before  congrefs  and  read,  <*  wherein  he  requefts  for 
himfdf  and  fundry  gendemen,  who  accompanied  him 
to  this  country  from  France,  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
fighting  \n  the  American  army  without  xunning  the  rifle 
»  cif  not  being  fuk^ds  of  exchange^  fliould  they  by  the 
f6rtune  of  war  be  nude  pnfoners;  mentions  that  any 
rank  which  eongrefs  may  think  proper  to  give  him  and 
them  will  be  acceptable;  add  aflcs  for  himielf  only 
ihe  rank  of  captain,  for  the  commlOiooed  officers  who 
acc^lMuued  him,  the  rank  of  lieutenants,  and  fpr  the 
non-commiffioned  die  rank  of  enfigns:  whereupon  it 
was  fefolvtd,  that  his  requefl:  be  complied  with,  and 
t^at  ccmimiflioDs  hfi  made  out  accordingly.'* 

The  fame  day  gen*  Waftiington  left  PhilacHghiai 
and  recrofled  the  Schuylkill,  with  a  firm  intent  of  giv- 
ing Sir  William  Howe  baoie,  wherevo:  he  could  noeet 
him ;  he  accordingly  by  idie  next  day  had  advanced  as 
•far  as  thevWarren  tavern  on  the  Lancafber  road.  Monf. 
{du  Coudray,  with  a  number  of  French  gentlemen,  &t 

t6.  ;off  to  join  the  army,  as  volunteers,  about  twelve  o'clock. 

I  He  rode  a  young;  mare,  full  of  fpirits,  into  the  flat-bot- 

'  toxQci  boat,  ufcd  for  ferrying  .acrofs  the  Schuylkill^ 

and  not  being  able  to  (lop  her  career,  ihe  went  out  at 
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the  other  end  into  tlie  river,  with  her  rider  on  her  back-  *7^7 
CoiKlray  difengagcd  hiaifelf  from  her,  but  was  drowned^  j 
notwkh Handing  all  the  attennpts  tnadc  to  fave  him.  r 
General  Howe>  while  marching  the  army  in  two  co-  ' 
lumns  toward  Gofheri,  heard  that  the  Americans  wtrc 
within  five  miles  of  it,  and  immediately  determined  to^ 
pufh  forward  and  attack  them.  Intelligence  was  brought  r^^ 
to  gen.  Wafhington  of  his  approach.  Gen*  Sullivaa 
was  directed  to  draw  «p  the  American  troops  in  order 
of  batde.  Gen-  Greene  obfervedj  that  at  a  little  dif^ 
tance  in  their  rear  was  a  large  piece  of  water,  extending 
their  whole  lengthy  and  which  in  cafe  of  a  defeat  would 
prevent  their  retreating*  He  rode  to  gen.  Wafhingtoni 
acquainted  him  with  what  he  had  noticedj  and  afked' 
whether  he  meant  that  the  troops  fhould  fight  in  that 
fituation.  He  was  defired  to  arrange  them  differently* 
Mean  time  gcn<  Wayne  with  the  advance,  was  engaged 
with  the  enemy  a  confiderable  di  fiance  oS  While 
Greene  was  reinoving  tlic  army  to  a  new  pofitlon,  it  be- 
gan to  rain.  Soon  after  it  poured  like  one  incefiant 
thunder  (hower.  It  continued  raining  rill  the  next  day* 
Thus  both  parries  were  rendered  equally  and  totally  in- 
capable of  aftion.  The  Americans  have  reafon  to  be 
thankful  for  this  providenrial  interpofirionj  as  it  is  highJf 
probable  that  an  engagement  with  troops  flufhed  with 
the  preceding  viftory,  better  difcipiined,  and  ndore  ex- 
perienced, would  have  terminated  gready  to  their  difad- 
vantage.  On  examining  their  arms  on  the  iSdi,  they 
were  found  to  be  much  impaired,  Befide,  all  the  am-* 
munition  in  the  car  touch  boxes  was  enrirely  ruined.  Gen^ 
Wafliingron  therefor^  withdrew  the  army  to  a  place  of 
fcciiiity,  and  filed  off  toward  Reading- 
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*777*     General  Greene,  in  company  with  col.  TUghmaiij  ofltf 
of  Wafhington's  aids,  reconnoitred  for  a  pofidon^  and 
fixed  upon  the  range  cf  motintains  from  Valley  Forge 
toward  the  Yellow  Springs.     He  confidered  the  ground 
ss  ftrong,    difficult  of  accefs,   and  yet  allowtag*  of  an 
cafy  defcent ;  and  as  favorable  for  partial  a&ions  wkh- 
-    out  admitting  of  any  very  dccifivc.     Gcn^  '^Ya^c  beioig 
in  the  rear  of  Sir  William  Howe,  Greene  condoded  Aat 
the  pofition  would  bring  all  the  American  fiirce  pardy 
upon  Sir  William's  flank  and  rear,  and  within. 'ftriktng 
diftance  of  him,  if  lie  attempted  eroding  the  Scboyl- 
kill,  and  would  oblige  him  to  fight  the  Americans'  ott 
tlieir  own  terms.     He  thought  alfo,  that <  the  pofitioii 
would  afford  them  the  probability  of  beating  hitiij  dr 
at  leaft  of  fo  crippling  him,  as  that  he  would  n6C:-Ten« 
ture  to  poffefs  hiinfelf  of  Philadelj^a ;  and  that  in  cafe 
of  their  being  beaten,  it  would  afibrd  them  a  &&- it- 
treat.     He  tranfmitted  his  fentiments  to  the  conumnder 
in  chief  by  letter,  but  not  before  hearing  fit>m  hitn,  diac 
it  had  been  determined  in  council,  to  crofs  the  Schujd- 
kill  above  Frenchrcreek,  and  take  a  pofition  in  fiont  of 
gen.  Howe. 
^^P^-      On  the  nineteenth  gen.  Walhington  wrote  "^Wqmc* 
.^"  By  the  advice  of  the  general  officers,  I  have  deter- 
mined, that  the  army,  under  my  immediate  ccmunand, 
crofs  the  Schuylkill  ^t  Parker's  ford,  and  endeavtmr  to 
get  down  in  time  to  oppofe  the  qnemy  in  frqxtt,  ivfailft 
the  corps  under  your  command,   in  conjunction  ^widi 
gen.  Smallwood  and  col.  Gift,  a£t  to  the  greateft  ndvm- 
Uge  in  the  rear.'' 
General  Howe,   upon  intelligence  that  Wayise  im 

lying  in  the  woods  with  a  corps  of  1500  mcn^  apd  fimr 
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pieces  of. cannon,  in  the  rear  of  the  1^  "wing  oChxsiYff- 
army,  detached  gen.  Grey  oh  the  20th,  Utc  at  nighti  / 
with  two  reginnents  and;a  body  of  light  infantry  to  fur-  I 
prife  him.     Grey  gained  Wayne's  kft  about  one  o'clock 
in  the  tnorning.     Some  out-fentties  were  early 'miflcd 
by  an  American  officer  gduig  his  roundsj^'-and  an  alarm 
was  given  in  time  for  the  men.  to -turh  out ; ;  but  unhap^  , 
pily  for  them,  Wayne  paraded  them  in  the  B^  of  their  \ 
fires,  inftead  of  withdrawing  them  to  die  hack  of  thrif 
encampment     Thus  the-firirifli  were  direSted  where  tb- 
rufli  with  their  bayonets,  asjorderod  bythtir  corhman^ 
der,  without  firing  a  gun.    They  did  giieat  executiowi 
killing  and  wounding  near  300  on  the  fpot. .'  They  tobk 
between  70  and  80  prifoners,  including,  leveral  officers^ 
a  great  many  arms^  and  eight  "v^naggons  loaded 'witl|l 
baggage  and  ftores;  and  had  only  OR^cs^ia'^^f  light 
infantry  and  three  privates  kiUed,  and  four  men  wound^^ 
ed.     The  darknefs  of  the  nig^tj  and  fome  prtident  dif* 
pofitions  of  Wayne's,  prevented  their  further  foccefi; 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  2ad,  Sir  WillianA  Hdwe  hav-  p. 
ing  by  variotis  manoeuvres  drawn  gen.  Wa(hington  30  m 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  inflxrad  dc  attacking  him  upon  \- 
^he  right,  agreeable  to  1  the  idea  he  had  feemingly  af^  | 
fefted  to  imprefs,  ordered  the  grenadiers  and  light  in^  * 
fantry  of  the  guards  to  crofs  the  Schuylkill  at  Fat  Laild^. 
ford  and  to  take  poft,  and*  the  Chafleurs  to  do  die  ikme  ' 
at  Gordon's-ford,  both  below  the  left  of  the  Americans* 
At  midnight  tfe  armj^:  pioved,  and  crofled  the  river  at 
Fat  Land-ford  without  oppofition ;  the  rear-guard  with 
the  baggage  paffed  it  before  two  in  the  afi:emoon,  and 
the  whole  \vere  encamped  by  night  of  the  twenty-thiid;  gj. 
This  event  was  not  expefted  by  the  American  comm^-t; 
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iTTlt'dcr,  Advice  was  received  in  the  night  o€  ^e  fOQUiy^ 
/  having  croflcd  the  river  at  Gordon'$^fQc4>  which  nas 
'    afterward  contradifte4.    This  laft  informatfon  tntt  ere- 

.  J    ditcd^  fo  that  when  the  gendemen  at  head  ^uaiwra  iMit 
afiured  the  next  morning  that  Howc'^  army  lHfd^CTqflfd 
i      the  Schuylkill^  and  was  marehin^  toward  WhSM^Ifim, 
every  one  was  aftoniflied. 

The  congre^  had  before  hprriied  away  in  dbr  rifjtA  af 
the  1 8th..  After  the  adjouniTncnt  of  riiac  cbfjrcbe  pfsfir 
dent  received  a  letter  from  cot  Haniiltoiu  vac  of  gn, 
Wafhingtoh's.  aids^  intiniatuig  the  oeccffitjr  ttf  tfafir  l«« 
pnoying  immediately frohi  Philadelphia;  yhgjpupoii tfgy 
kft  the  city^  and  agreeable  to  a  refdhre  of  .th«r  14^  mr 
paired  to  liancafter.  The  tetter>  the  infa»rdi«tr  iwHryi 
and  the  ^arm  of  the  cnem/s  beii^  at  -Svcecfs^fpr^ 
fhrew.(he  city  into  the  utm6S:  eonfbfion^  wmA  wflkf 
ikrm  time  rou&d  all  who  wiflied  to  quit  it»  ia|D  m  pie- 
paration  for  a  Ipeccjy  removial. 

^^P^  On  the  t6tK  Sir  WlUimia  Howe  — H^' fiTurlnwyM 
entry  into  Philadelphia,  with  «  very  -finaft  |iaflt-:cf'htt 
arnty,  where  he  was  moft  coadialbjr  nccifeciil^p^M. 
nerality  of  the  quakers^  and  a  few  oAa  tipfi^ 
bulk  of  his  troops  were  left  in  and  abonrGeitiiiMIMMlK 
a  village  forming  one  continued  ftreet  &ir  nqaptoiiMiiu^ 
Gen.  Walhington's  army  was  encamped  nriir'fl|tf|nmli 
creek,  about  18  miles  from  th«icc-  •       ■   '    :. »:-  v    ■ 

^c.  .  The  congrefs  removed  to-  Ybfk-t4mn  hf^  tW  mtd  «f 
the  month.  Before  they  had  quitted  Phi1iif||iai^  tlat| 
had  eleded  baron  de  Kalb  major  general ; 
tercd  upon  their  joumalswr**  Wheseas '. 
,  .  ray,  colonel  brigadier  in  the  fervicc  rf  1 
wajcfty  the  l^ing  of  fraircCj^  aii4  ' 
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of  die  artillery  in  the  French  colonics  of  America,  gal-  '777* 
lantly  oJffered  to  join  the  American  army  as  a  volunteer, 
but  in  his  way  thither  was  moft  unfortunately  drowned 
in  attempting  to  crofs  the  Schuylkill ; — Refolvedj  Thtu 
the  corpfe  of  the  faid  Monf  du  Coudraybe  interred  at 
the  expence  of  the  United  States^  and  with  the  honors 
of  war,"  They  alfo  refolvedj  "  That  gen.  Washing- 
ton be  authorized  and  directed  to  fufpend  all  officers 
who  fliall  mifbehavcj  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  the 
American  army  under  tliC  rank  of  brigadiers,  until  the  ' 
pleafureof  congrefsbe  comonunicated;  to  take,  wherever 
he  may  be,  all  fuch  provilions  and  other  aniclcs  as  may 
be  necelTary  for  the  comfortable  fubfiftence  of  the  army 
under  hia  command,  payiiig  or  giving  certificates  for 
the  fame ;  to  remove  and  fccure,  for  the  benefit  of  thi 
owners,  all  goods  and  effeAs  which  may  be  ferviceable 
to  the  enemy ;  provided  that  the  powers  hereby  vefted 
fliall  be  exercrfed  only  in  fuch  parts  of  thefe  ftates  as 
may  be  within  the  circumference  of  fevcnty  miles  of  the 
head  quarters  of  the  American  army,  and  Ihall  continue 
in  force  for  the  fpace  of  fixty  days,  unlels  fooner  j^e- 
voked  by  congreis/' 

Lord  Howe,  after  the  affair  of  BrandywinCj  took  the 
moft  fpeedy  rneaiiires  for  conducing  the  fleet  and  cranf- 
ports  round  to  the  Delaware ;  which  when  arrived  were 
anchored  along  the  Pemafylvania  ftiore,  from  Reedy 
I  (land  to  NewcafUe,  the  paflage  near  Philadelphia  being 
yet  imprafticable.  When  tlic  Britifh  troops  had  taken 
poffeffion  of  tl:ffi  city,  their  firft  objedt  was  the  erefting 
of  batteries  to  command  the  river.  The  day  after>  tl\e 
American  frigate  the  Delaware*  of  32  guns,  anchored 
within  500  yards  of  Uie  unftnifhed  batteries,  and  being 
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2777-  fccoi^ded  by  another  frigate,  with  fmaller  veflelSy  tfacf 
comiiienced  a  heavy  cannonade,  both  upon  the  batter 
rrics  and  town.  Through  inattention  the  Delaware  was 
fufKred  to  ground  upon  the  fiiUiilg  of  the  tide^  abd  could 
not  be  got  ofF,  (£iy-tlie  Britifti)  which  being  pfcrcdved 
by  the  gremdiers,  they  brought  their  battalion  field 
pifiof?  to  ptey  upon  her  with  liich.  cffefl:,  that  flie  foon 
ftrpSk  her  colours:  but  the  Americans  lay,. the  crew 
rQfe»r  confined  the  captain,  and  purpofely  ratv  the  Aip 
afhcire.  The  whole  fire  of  the  battalion  guns  was  i^- 
terward  direded  againft  the  other  veflcb,  fi^ftcb  were 
pompelled  to  retire  with  the  lofs:  of  a  fch€>aner  flriven 
flLfbore, 

The  Pennfylvanians  had,  at  a  vaft  labor  and  expencc, 
conftrudted  great  and  numerous' worksy  to  "ObflruA  the 
pafiage  up  to  Philadelphia,  fbmc  of  whtcfa  have  bceo 
already  mentioned.  .  They  had  ere^4  works- and  bttr 
teries  on  Mud.Ifland,  and  called  the  whole  Van  Mi£-' 
dim,  in  honor  .to  gen.  Mifflin.  Oh  the  qppofitc 'ihoit^ 
at  a  place  called.  Red-bank,  they  had  formed -a-, fort  or 
redoubt,  covered  with  heavy  .artillery.  In  the'decp  na^* 
vigable  channel,  under  the  cover  of  thcfe  battenes,  they' 
had  fonk  feveral  ranges  of  cheyaiix  de  Frize,-  •befbi^  de* 
fcrilDed— p.  93.  It  was  equally  difficult  to  weigl|  or  cut 
through  thqm  i  bwt  no  attempt  could  be  made-  ftriraifing 
them,,  or  for  opening  the  maia  channel,  till  tho' GOm* 
mand  of  the  fhores  was  obtained*:  About  tliree  ihik$ 
lower  dowa  jhey  had  funk  other  rangps  of  tiiele  ma^ 
chines,  and  were  conftruaingwod^s  for  thrip' {^fotecv 
tion,  at  a  place  on  the  Jerfey  fide  called  BilUng^s-pobt.' 
Thefe  Ayorks  and  machines  were  further  il^ipQvied  by 
feveral  gallies  mounting  heavy  carlpn,.  tc^cApr  widi' 
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two  floating  batteries,  a  number  of  armed  veffels,  fttiali'JTJF* 
^raftof  various  kind's,  and  fome  fire-ftiips. 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of  capL  Hammond  of  the 
Roebuck  (lying  off  Chefter,  15  miks  below  Philadcl^ 
phia)  who  had  arri¥ed  before  lord  Howe,  die  general 
detached  two  regiments,  under  coL  Stirling,  mdiflodge 
the  enemy  from  Billing's-pomL    The  detachment  Jiav-ioft, 
ing  crofled,  the  enemy  heard  of  their  approach,  imme-^*    '• 
diately  fpiked  their  artillery,   fee  &c  'l^'ttebarrackst' 
^nd  abandoned  the  place  with  precipitation;    This  fuc^. 
cefs  enabled  capt.  Hammond  «):  cut  jtway'andiM^'t^ 
fo  much  of  the  ckevaux  de  FrisMT,  notwithftandmg  the 
great  oppofition  he  met  with, -afe  opened  a  narrowpafik 
fage  for  large  fhips  throu^  the  Ibwoer  barrier.  ' 

General  Wafhington,  ha^ng-been  reinforced  by' 15O6 
men  from  PeekVkilli  and  1000  from  Virginia,  and 
having  received  intelligence  throu^  two  intercepted  le&e 
ters,  that  gen.  Howe  had  detached  a  parcW  his  ferce 
for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  BillingVpoint  works  and  the 
forts  on  the  Delaware,  entertained  the  thought  of  afr?^ 
tacking  the  main  body  as  it  lay  ait  Gerfoan*town:'  The* 
line  of  encampment  crofied  the  town  at  right  angles 
ahput  the  centre :  the  left  wing  extended  to  the  Schuylr 
kill.  It  was  covered  in  front  by  the.  mounted  and  dif* 
mounted  chaffeurs:  a  battalion  of  light  infantry,  an4 
the  queen's  American  rangers  were  in  the  front  of  the 
right :  and  the  40th  regiment,  with  another  battalion  of 
light  infantry,  were  pi5flied  at  the  head  of  the  town,  upoir 
Chefnut-hill  road,  three  quartern  of  a  mile  in  advance. 
Lord  Gornwallis  lay  at  Philadelphia  with  four  battaliona^^ 
of  grenadiers.  When  gen.  Waihington  had  comnm*?- 
nicated  to  hi?  council  of  war  the  accowt-  he  h*l  oby 

tdnedj 


$12  THE     HISTORY     OF     T  B  ll      . 

^777*  tainedj  the  general  officers  unanimoufly  ngfwtd 
sitizckf  and  ro  ics  being  made  in  difiatnt  ^accs» 
duce  the  greater  confufion  and  difiraAion,  andtqhipdcr 
the  ieveral  parts  of  the  enemy's  forces  afodingiiip^GiK 
to  each  other*    It  was  to  be  iuddtn  and  V|goroii%  ji 
expeftation  of  carrying  the  point  ipeedHy,  fipom.«i:ipi^ 
prehenfion  that  the  Americans  would  noc  pericverc  ia  % 
prolonged  attack,  for  want  xif  better  ctiicipfiiie  andxawif 
acquamtance  with  military  ienrice.    Was  k  bumi-iUm 
they  could  make  no  imptdfion  upon  the  cnemy^,  iliqf 
were  after  a  while  to  make  an  eiq>editioi]s  retfttt.     Tlif 
divifioDs  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne»  flanked  by  Conwqr^s 
brigade,  were  to  enter  the  town  by  way  of  Chefiiin>Jiffl| 
while  Armftrong  with  the  Pennfylvania  miKtim  got  upon 
the  enemy'4  left  and  rear.    CoL  Thomas  Ccmnsf,  Iri^^if 
of  St.  Louis,  had  been  elefted  fi>  early  as  Magr^saibn* 
gadier  general,   upon  the  reconunendaiorir  kneri'lic 
brought  from  France.    The  divifions  of  Greene  .md 
Stephen,  flanked  by  M^Dougall'a  brigade,  weic  to  met 
by  taking  a  circuit,  at  the  market  houfes,  and  to  attadt 
the  right  wing;  and  the  militia  of  Maryknd  and  Jer« 
fey,  under  gens.  Smallwood  and  Freeman,  were  to^nandi 
by  the  old  York  road,  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  aiic 
right.    Lord  Stirling,  tirith  Nalh's  and  MaxwdTs  hd^ 
gades,  were  to  form  a  corps  dc  refervc. 

They  begin  their  march  about  ieiren  o'dockin  tfe 
evening  of  October  the  third.  Gen.  WalfaiBgloa  k 
with  the  divifions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne.  Hecipcftsp 
that  if  the  enemy  has  gained  timely  iatdligence  of  Jiic 
liiarch,  thdy  will  wait  for  him  on  Chefnut*fa^  and  ic^ 
eei ve  him  as  he  comes  out  of  the  woods.  WImi^  arrived 
on  the  hill)  without  any  appearance  of  oppofitm^.  he  k 
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congratulated  upon  the  perfoafion  Aatt  the  Britifli  will  ^^ 
be  completdy  furprifed.    AbMt  fun  rife*  on  the  ftwrth    ^4, 
the  attack  is  be^ti  en  the  4dth  fegiment^  and^^e-teit-r    \ 
talion  of  light  ififancry  which  aceibnopanies  it.    Thefe    \ 
corps  are  overpowered  and  puifucd;    In  this  exigence     \ 
liaSt.  col  Mu%rave  throws  htmlelf  with  fix  con^piamies     \ 
of  the  40th  *^ertt;  i»io  Mr.  Chew^s  ftohe  hoiife,  ly-'      1 
ing  foil  in  the  front  of  Ae  Anwikans.    Tticfe^hak-    A      j 
difcourfe  enfues  between  gotoi  Hack  tad  Reed  in  idte      I 
prefence  of  die  comftsandcr  in  diief>  whether^br  nato       i 
advance  without  firft  leduciag  dM  hmA»  'Xatt  vUgBSi^      | 
that  it  is  contrary  to  aU  miliiarf  nife  tolatn  a  f6|t  {Mrf^ 
iefied  by  an  enemy  in  their  rear.     Reed  eacdaumM*^ 
''What!  call  this  a  fort,  and  lofe  ti^r  happy  m^meittr' 
Cohway  is  inquired  a6e)r  to  gH«^is  judgment^  burcaii^ 
not  be  found.    It  ii  agreed  la  ftod  a  iag  to  the  hoOfe, 
and  fummons  the  BridiK  oflker  «>  furrend^.    A  j&6t% 
perfon  undertsJ&es  to  cairy  it.    lie  approaches^  la  SnA 
tipon,  and  killed.     Mean  whilk  gen;.  Greene  getif^tip 
with  his  column,  and  attacks  the  right  wiilg  of  the^ene^ 
my.    The  nriorning  bekig  CBceafing  Ibggy^  prerenfii 
the  Americans  from  fuUy  impro^ing^e' advantages  tiiey 
gain.     CoL  Matthews^  of  Greeners  cohnfnn^   BXtwcks 
with  uni:onKXM>n  fpirit^  routs  l^e  panies  oppoied  to  hiti^ 
kills  a  great  number,  and  makes  i  io  prifoniem;  biitv 
through  the  fog,  k)fes  %ht  of  die  brigade  he  bddiigs 
to,  is  feparated  from  it,  and  is  taken  prif(»m  ii^4m 
whole  regiment,  accompanied  with  the  releaft  o£^  aft 
whom  he  had  captured.    A  nunnber  of  Greened  tnldp9. 
are  flopped,  by  the  hah:  of  >thei  lUvifionfl  before  Chew's 
houfe,  where  near  or  quhe  one  kftlf  of  ges.  WirfUngf* 
ton's  army  remains  fpme  time  ioadifve*    Duriag  dds  iaw 
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^777*  adivity,  gem  Grey,  bringing  the  frent  f^««  greai^^pail. 
of  the  left  wing  by  a  timely  movement-  to  Gerroan:^ 
town,  leads  on  three  battalions  of  the  third  brigade  and 
attacks  with  vigor^  being  fupported  by  gen.  Agnew  at 
the  head  of  the .  fourth  brigade.  ^A  warm  -engagernept 
enfues.  At  the  fame  time  two  Bridfli  regtrncnts  AXpafM 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  town;  whik^  gjni.  pran( 
moves  up  the  49th  regiment^  to  the  a)4  o^thefeinthi. 
which  is  employed  in  fupporting  the  tropps  eng^iged 
with  Greene's  column.  The.  fog .  is .  lb:  great,  tha^  a| 
times,  you  cannot  fee  twenty  yard$  before  .^you,  and  fjre*, 
quently  not  more  than,  flfty..  It  occ^ons  the  Aoicrioiii 
parties  mifbking  each  other,  for  the  enemy,  and  prevent) 
their  obferving  the  true  .fituation.  of  the '  lattQ:.;  Owing 
hereto  in  a  great  .meafure,  the  Amerkiwa^.qtiit  enjer^ 
part  of  the  town ;  and  when  gen.  Grcy^lhaying  paflfed'ib^ 
advances  with  the  ^mOii  right. v?ing  .upcw  tb«i::-left^. 
they  leave  the  fieki  haftjly  ^d  «jtircly>..iilf'^te  of  .^vcrjj 
effort  that  can  ijc  noade  to  rally  them.  .  Lorli  CocnwaUis 
arrives  wit];i  a  fquadron  of  light:  hpr/e  jvA  in  lealbn  10 
join  in  the  purfuit.  Qre^^  with  bis.Q)¥n,and  Stephen's: 
divifionj^ ^happens  to  fotni  the  laft  column  of  the  rttiteafi^- 
ing  Americans.  Upon  cojning  to.two  roadsj  and  think-? 
ing  it  will  be  fafeft,  and  naay  prevent  the  enenqr's.  ad^ 
yancing  by  either  fo  as  to  get  a  head,  (jl^hini ;.  and  that: 
the  divifions  may  aid,  each  other  uppn  ocoaOm,  ha.* 
VMrd^-  Qne  divifion  on  the  one  roadj.  and  the.  iecon^. 
on  the  Qther^  While  continuing  hi&  retreat,  Pulaflci't 
cavalry  who  are  in  his  rear,  being  fired  upon  by  the  ene- 
my, ride  over  the  fecond  divifion,  and  throw,  diem,  into 
the  utmoft.diforder,  as  they  know  not  at  firft.  but  thac 
they  are  th^  Britiib  dnigoons.    The  men  run  and.  icat- 
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ter,  and  the  general  is  apprehenfive  that  he  fitflll  lofe  his  1777* 
artillery.    He  cannot  colledt  a  party  fufficicnt  to  form  a  j 
rear  guard,  till  he  hits  ujpon  the  device  of  ordering  thcl 
men  to  lay  hold  of  each  other's  hands.    This  zakttrs. ' 
He  coUefts  a  number,  arid  by  the  help  of  the  artillery 
brings  the  enemy  to  give  oyer  the  purfiiit,  after  h&ving 
continued  it  near  five  miles.-   The  Americans  then  pro- 
ceed in  their. march- back  to  Shipptch-creek  without 
further  difturbance. 

The  Britilh  officers  acknowledged  fobn   after-' tlui 
affair,  that  it- was  the  fevereft  blow  they  had  met  with; 
that  it  was  planned  with  judgment^,  an^  cxcGuted;with 
Ipiritj  and  that  they  were  at  a  Ids^  for  it'3  not  being 
followed  up,   unlefe  it  was  for  want  c^:  ammunidoQu. 
The  Americans  Iqft  in  killed'  2^5  continental' officers 
commiiTioned   and  non-commifiioned-^woundcd  riC2^^ 
and  an  equal  number  miffing;    The  militia  officers  were^*  , 
J  killed'— 4  wounded,  and  .1 1  miffing.  .  Of  rank-  and* . 
file,  continentals,  109  were  killed^  and  37^  wounded-*- 
militia,  7  killed  and  19  wounded*    They  had  artiHcry 
officers,  2  killed  and  11  wounded;   and  matrofics,  6 
killed  and  7  wounded.     The  total. of  their  killed  was 
152  ;  and  of  their  wounded  521  *.     Upward  of  400 
were  made  prifoners,  among  whom  were  54  officers,  ' 
The  number  of  miffing  among  the  Americans  is  no  rule 
by  which  to  judge  of  the  number  captprcd  by  the  ^nc-.^ 
my,  as  many  of  the  nndffing,  who  do  not  return  to  their  ' 
colours,  go  home.    Gen.  Nalh  of  North  Carolina  was  | 
among  the  flain,  and  will  be  honored  by  congrefs  with  1 
a  monument,  the  fame  as  other  £^erak  who  have  fallto:  ^ 
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1777*  in  adtion  bravely  contending  fctr  the  indcpcndeilcjr  isiAt 
United  States. 

The  lofs  of  the  royal  army»  including  th<!  grounded 
and  a  few  prifoners^  amounted  by  their  own  tdnum^ 
ledgment,  to  535 :  but  the  (lain  fearcdjr  exceeded  7O1' 
Among  thefe  however  were  ibmc  diftingmlhed  offioen^ 
'■  particularly  gen.  Agnew^  and  lieut.  c6L  Bird.  Tbtf 
fuffered  probably  more  than  they  allowed  *•  The  biltk^ 
^  by  gen.  Knox's  watch^  held  two  hours  and  fcttj  ni^ 
ixutcs. 

General  Wafhington  is^  Minion^  that  die  Afliericnt 
retreated  at  an  inftant  when  vichiry  was  dechriiig  m  dMir 
favon  The  royal  army  was  indeed  com^dct^y  feiprifedf 
and  appearances  in  the  beginning  were  evid(!ndy  on  dMfide^ 
of  the  former.  But  it  is  fud,  that  a  ccrtuA  CKdanel,  aot 
being  fufiiciendy  experienced,  inftead  of  pretib^  widr 
fixed  bayonet  on  the  enemy  whom  he  had  driva^  kepc 
ordering  his  men>  as  they  advanced,  to  lead  and  fitc^ 
by  which  they  expended  their  amnfiunitkm :  aad  duly 
inftead  of  halting  on  the  ground  till  furnilhed  afreft,^  hr 
ordered  his  regiment  to  retreat.  This  retapogtade^ma-* 
nceuvre  enabled  and  encouraged  the  enemy  cor  tccotcr 
themielves,  while  the  other  Americans,  who  wsre  adf> 
vancing,  were  difticartcned  and  diiconcerml  hy^iht:  re- 
treating regiment,  not  knowing  the  occafion  of  flriiric* 
treat.  It  is  admitted  however,  that  the  cdbnel  faefaairet 
boldly,  by  keeping  himfelf  in  the- rear  neac  tor  die  enemy*. 

*  When  the  royal  zrmy  quitted  German-town»  die  Americans  Setaoi 

In  6he  of  the  chimney  hearths,  fome  papers  torn  td  fitboH,  mai  dth 

iktvmg  figures  upon  them,  certaiii  ofieeb  atieitipteit  fitxiamg'tittttkp' 

'  gether,  and  found  them  to  be  the  returns  of  the  killed  and  woonded 

at  German-town  battk,  amo\imingto'afiOdt  eight  hnadied* 
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Gin*  Stephen  was  guilty  of  urt-ofliccr^like  behaviour  in  ^737? 

the  rejxeatj  owing  to  inanention  or  want  of  judgment ; 
which  nnight  occafion  a  whilpcr  to  be  circulated  unfa- 
vorable to  gen-  Greene,  But  upon  gen.  Reed*s  afking 
the  commander  in  chief  whether  he  was  diflktisfied  with 
Greene's  conduct,  he  candidly  anfweredj  "  Noj  not  at 
all;  the  fault  iay  with  ourftlves ;"  referring  to  the  colunnn 
with  which  he  was,  and  their  Itopping  to  attack  Chew's 
ftone  houfe.  Several  caufes  might  co-operate  to  eiFeft 
the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  American  army.  And  yet 
had  that  column  advanced  without  delay,  leaving  only 
a  fufficient 'corps  with  a  coupip  of  field  pieces  to  guard 
the  houfe,  the  obftacles  to  fuccefs  tliat  afterward  offered* 
jmight  have  been  removed  or  prevented^  and  Howe's 
army  have  been  totally  defeated,  unlefs  the  fuperioricy  of 
their  difcipline  and  bravery  could  have  hindered. 

A  general,  who  was  in  the  aftion,  wrote  fome  ^me 
after  to  his  correfpondent—'*  At  German-town,  fortune 
imlled  on  our  arms  for  hours*     The  enemy  w^ere  broke^ 
difperfed  and  flying  on  all  quarters :  we  were  in  pofleffion 
of  their  whole  encampment,  together  with  their  artillery 
parl^,  &c, — A  wind-mill  attack  was  made  on  a  houfe  ' 
into  which  fix  Ught  companies  had  thrown  thcmfclves 
to  avoid  our  bayonets — this  gave  time  to  the  enemy  tp  \ 
rally— our  troops  were  deceived  by  this  attack ;  taking 
it  for  fomething  formidable,  they  fell  back  to  alTift  in,   ^ 
what  they  deemed,  a  ferious  matter, — The  enemy  find- 
ing themfelves  no  further  purfuedj  and  believing  it  t9 
be  a  retreat,  followed- — Confufion  enfued,  and  we  rao 
away  from  the  arms  of  vidtory  ready  to  receive  us." 

Let  us  turn  our  attention  for  a  moment  to  South 
Carolina,     The  fucceffes  of  ^e  preceding   year^  ha^ 

hunribled 
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*777»  humbled  the  Chcrokecs  rhoft  completely.'  The  Carat 
rtians  had  built,  held  and  continued  to  occupy  Fort  Itut- 
ledge  at  Seneca  quiedy  and  unoppofed.  "  The  Indians; 
finding  themfelves  thus  vanquifhed^  iued  in  th^  moS 
fubmiflive  terrps  for  peace.  A  treaty  between  diem-aiid 
South  Carolina  took  place,  at  which  conuniilioners  fnm 
Georgia  attended,  who  concurred  in  and  jGgned  di^  afd^ 
cles  of  pacification  on  the  20th  of  May.  By  diis  trta^ 
the  Cherokees  ceded  a  confiderable  part  of  their  Uniti 
South  Carolina.  By  the  eighth  and  laft  artSchv  ><  i> 
agreed — ^^  The  hatchet  fhall  be  for  ever  buricc^'airf 
there  fhall  be  an  univerfal  peace  and  friehdihip-ieeSi- 
blifhed  between  South  Carolina,  including  the  CaCMfaa 
and  Georgia  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Cherokee  Mm 
on  the  other ;  there  fhall  be  a  general  oblivion  of  u^ 
ries ;  the  contracting  parties  fhall  ufe  their  ud»oft-cih 
deayours  to  maintain  the  peace  and  friendflup  ww  re- 
eftablifhed,  and  the  Cherokees  fhall,  at  all  ttmesy^irat- 
hend  and  deliver  to  the  commanding  officer-^ -Fort 
Rudedge,  every  perfbn,  white  or  rcd>  who,  in  dwir  na- 
tion or  fettlements,  fhall  by  any  means  endeavour  to  in- 
ftigate  a  war  by  the  Cherokee  nation,  or  hoftiUtyjOr 
robbery,  by  any  of  their  people^  againft  or-  upon  aiif 
of  the  American  ftates,  or  fubjefts  thereof." 

Before  we  refume  the  riarradve  of  military  opecidoa% 
let  me  mention  that  the  New  York  convention,  antbfr- 
Tized  for  that  purpofe  the  aOth  of  laft  April,  have  cfta- 
blifhed  the  conftitution  of  that  flate.  When  this  was 
done,  the  freeholders  chofe  for  their  governor, .  general 
George  Clinton,  a  gentleman  excellendy.  wett  'qwalified 
to  b^  at  the  head  of  the  flate,  at  fo  intereiling  aod  per- 
plexed a  period,  -  His  nameiakej  Sir  Htxityy.wnidt  tn 

.  incinfion 
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incurfion  into  Jerfcy,  frcnh  flie  i2th  to  the  i6th  if  Sep-*n7* 
tember,  chiefly  to  c<dlc£t  Cicrie*  H4braBlg|ltt'«wa|^4oa 
head^  including  20  tnikh  cowsi  ^00  IhMp.iftlld  i  few 
horfes;  in  efTeaing  k,  he  hid  8  rank  WA  (Be  kQlkd;;  ii 
wounded,  together  with  a  lieutemhti  ^  mS&fi^  befide. 
a  drummer,  and  5  taken  prifimcrs,  by  thd  diBfercnl  pw* 
ties  of  AmericJans  that  oppdfed  birti*  The  efpcditloft 
contributes  nothing  toward  fubdumg  die  country^  The 
lofs  o(  die  inhabitant  wiU  be  the  lefi  felii  on  acootint 
of  the  uncommonly  good  crops  of  lAdtail  corn,  wAi 
which  they  have  been  dits  year  £ivored.  It  is  fifrphikig^^ 
to  find  that  country  in  {o  gobd  ordbr  alreiki]^^  The 
harvefl  has  been  truly  pkntifuL  I^ft  it  fliobM  be  ^  ^ 
gotten,  let  me  mention  that  moft  of  the  dxm^which^ 
the  college-building  at  Princeton  fiiftaiiMdi  mdft  bt 
charged  to  the  American  troiops }  who  deftroyed  affi)  thk 
leaden  pipes  of  the  organ  (which  had  been  spared  by 
the  royal  army)  in  order  to  fiip^y  th^mfyverwitti  n  few 
bullets  to  fire  at  the  enemy* 

Now  let  us  return  to  the  hordiem  deparfinectti 
Lieut,  col.  St.  Leger,  w&oib  gem  Bucgoynrhid  eatj^  1 
fcnt  off  toward  the  Mohawk  river,  after  combating  atir  * 
the  difHculties,  natural  and  artificial^  which  43lSSarcA  iftc  ■- 
his  way,  invcfted  Fort  Stanwix,  no#  FortSditiyfcr,  on*/ 
the  third  of  Augufk    It  Wite  in  lb.p6ot  a  ftahr  6f  de-Auj^i 
fence,  that  an  immecffiite  atcemj^  todrfv*  c^the  enetfiy :  ^* 
and  relieve  it,  was  abfoldttily  fieeeflkry*    Greii.  Hcikimer^  \ 
a  leading  perfon  in  Trybrt  (rotirity,  mkfch«l  Wi&  moter ;  -. 
than  800  militia  on  this  fervii:**     Sf.  Leger  had"  with" ' 
him  about  700  IndiaA  ifrarnoi-s^  Who iilrith  their  ^hres>*  ; 
children,  other  meil  and^  wjSfllAi,  made  tip  nchif  li^&cx 
He  detached  Sir  John  Johiiibn/  iMi  item  mMp(  i^ 
Vol.  II.  Mm  the 
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'777-  the  Indians,  to  lie  in  ambufh  in  the  wcxxis,  and  inters 
ccpt  the  militia.     Herkimer  fell  into,  the  fhare>  and  was 
Aug.  furprifed  s  but  feveral  of  the  chief  Indians  fell  by  the 
^*      firft  fire  he  gave  them  ;  foon  after,  which  the.  battle  was 
a  fcene  of  confufion  beyond  any  thing  the  Indians  had 
ever  fcen.     The  white  people,  cohlifting  of  the  milida 
and  Sir  John  Johnfon's  tory  troops,  as  his  own  corps  b 
called,  got  together  in  parries  of  twenty   or  thirty,  fo. 
that  they  could  not  fire  -,  but  pulled^  and  hauled^  drew 
their  knives  and  dabbed  each  other.    The  tndians>  wiia. 
confifted  of  Shawanefe,  Delawares,  Senecas  and  others, 
after  a  while  conjefturcd,  from  their  own  lofi  and  the  con- 
fufion which  prevailed,  that  both  Sir  John's  people  and 
Herkimer's  intended  to  deftroy  them :  at  length  iome. 
of  their  chiefs  told  the  young  warriors,  that  it  was  a  . 
plot  of  the  white  people  to  draw  them  into  a  (crape  and. 
cut  them  ofFj  and  then  ordered  them  to  kill  all  white. 
people  whatever.     It  is  thought,  that  near  as  many,  of 
Sir  John's  tory  party  were  killed  by  the  Indians  as  by. 
the  militia.     A  number  of  Herkimer's  run  oflT:  about  a 
hundred  were  fo  furrounded  that  they  could  not.  get 
away ;  but  they  poffeiTed  themfelves  of  an  advantageous. 
poft  behind  logs,  &c.  where  they  continued  fighting- the. 
Indians  with  great  bravery,  till  Sir  John  drew  c^  his 
men,  fearing  that  the  ganrifon  would  fally  out  and  M 
upon  him :  near  upon  feventy  of  the  hufidred  by  this. 
mean  efcaped.     Two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  lieuc  • 
.'   col.  Willet,  fallied  out  about  that  time,  and  routed  two 
of  the.  Indian  and  tory  encampments,  deftraying  djcir- 
provifioa,   and  carrying  off  kettks,  blankets,  mu(kcts,. 
tomahawks,  fpears,  clothing,   deer  fldns, .  a  irapeqf ,  of, 
Indian  affair?,  and. five  colours;  which  .on  their.|tturn, 
.    ..*  ItQ 
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to  the  fort  were  dilpjayed  under  the  continental  flagi  j^^t^ 
The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  milida  was  1 60  killed^  be- 
fide  the  wounded.     Gen,   Herkinner  was  among   thfri 
flain  2  congrefs  have  refolved  to  honor  him  with  a  nionu-*  i 
ment.     Many  of  the  principal  leaders  on  the  American 
fide  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  fo  that  all  expecta- 
tion of  further  attempts  to  relieve  die  fort  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  militia  was  at  an  end*     The  Indians  however 
were  greatly  difgufted*     St.  Leger  had  brought  down 
with  him  a  number  who  were  neutralj  to  be  fpe<5tators 
of  the  Britifti  conquering  the  Americans;  and  had  en- 
gaged to  them  and  the  others^  that  he  and.  his  troops 
would  clear  die  way  for  them  to  Albany.     The  victory 
gained  had  been  purchafed  exceeding  dear,  according  to 
their  ideas ;  for  they   had   more  than   feventy  IciUedy 
and  among  them  fcveral  of  their  moft  diftinguiihed  and 
favorite  warriors-     St.  Leger  left  no  mean  untried  to 
make  the  utmoft  of  his  victory.     On  the  8th  he  fcnt  a  Aug* 
flag  to  the  fort  J  and  endeavoured  to  intimidate  the  gar- 
rifon,  by  magnifying  his  own  ftrengthi  telling  them, 
that  Burgoyne,  after  deftroying  every  thing  in  his  way,   . 
was  at  Albany  i  and  declaring,  that  the  Indians  were    ,1 
determined,  if  they  met  with  further  refiftance,  to  deftroy 
all  the  men,  women  and  children  on  the  Mohawk  river, 
and  as  foon  as  they  got  into  the  fort,  to  kill  every  map 
belonging  to  it.     Cok  Ganfevoort^   the  commandant, 
refufed  making  any  anfwer^  or  to  liftcn  to  any  propofals    ; 
unlefs  made  in  writing.     The  next  day  St.  Leger  tried 
the  fame  fcheme  by  letter,  and  received  for  anfwer^  that 
the  colonel  being  iutruftcd  with  the  charge  of  the  gar- 
rifort  by  the  United  States  of  America,  he  would  defend 
the  fort  at  every  hazard,  and  to  the  utmoft  extremity* 
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''777*It  was  Ihrewdly  remarked  by  thofe  who 'T7ere:irithiiH  that 
not  ha!f  the  pains  would  hare  been-  tdkenj  ts^  httVie  (fif- 
played  the  force  imnncdiately  without  .6r  the  iuccefi  ^i 
diftance,  if  they  were  any  ways  proportionaidb  to  (te 
ueprefcntation.    The  night  before  the  letter  was.  itm, 
ctJ.  Willet  and  lieut.  Stockweil,  a  good  ^woodfinan  (» 
they  ftile  hinrt,   who  can  ftecr  his  wHhed-ibr   cow4 
through  the  fhady  and  pathlefs  woods  wkb  a'degfcc  of 
ctartainty  and  readinefe)  undertook  to  attcinpt  cornreyiig 
intelligence  dawn  into  the  country,  of  tlK  danger  tk 
fort  was  in,  and  of  the  necelTity  of  relkviog  it^     Th^ 
left  it  at  night,  and  crept  upon  their  bellies  for  near  half 
k  mile  ere  they  could  reach  the  Mt)hawfc  rivet. .  Afier 
paffing  it,  they  had  ca  crofs  the  path-  from  the  ladini 
camp,  on  which  the  Indians  were  continually  gf^^fx^ 
ward  and  backward :  for  a  longtime  they  had  theJndiaii 
yells  Ibunding  in  their  ears  on  each  fide  of  dieni.    Tfacy 
dcaped  every  danger,  and  after  travclHng  thirtf  auH 
breakfafled  the  next  morning  upon  blackberries,  and 
purfued  th«r  journey  about  twenty  miles,  fuvtficr  to 
German-flWs.     Gen,  Schuyler,  upon,  reaming  tfe  Uk" 
formation  at  Stillwater,  forwarded  a  contineMal  bmaJ^ 
tinder  gen.  Learned-;   when  to:  his  gieat  iktiafii^oH, 
Arnold  ofiered  to  go  andrCondy6b  the  milinuy  tyrntry^ 
in  Tiyon  county,  for  the  relief  of  the  fort.     After  Ha-* 
Kimer*S'  battle,  a  naphew  of  his,  Mfir.  Jofl:  Ctijpler, 
taken  and  feeured  on  fufpicion  6f  being  ai  l|rf *i 
was  laid  to  make  him  ferviceable  to  the 
forward.     He  was  broi>ght  to  Amdld^  artd  it  ^Ate^fotiedy 
that  if  he  would  ga  and  alarm  the  cnemyi-  "t^Ukkteptt^ 
fehtatibns-  of  great  numbers  being  ondtein^Mrdtigi^iA 
them,  fo  as  to  oecafion  their  retrtiic,  he  flloulA  lM.iifae» 
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rated,  and  have  his  eftatc^  which  was  very  large,  fecyred  ^  IV*- 
to  him.     He  undertook  itj  being  well  qualified  from 
his  acquaintance  with  the  Indian  language  and  manners,' 
and  his  poiftfTuig  a  good  ihare  of  fubtilty.     The  mode* 
of  procedure  was  fetded  in  concert  with  fome  friendly' 
Indians:  by  the  advice  of  one  of  their  head  men,  Cuy- 
ler's  coat  was  fhot  through  in  two  or  three  places,  that" 
fo  the  tale  he  had  to  relate  might  be  the  more  rcadily^^ 
believed.     The  neceffity  of  aggravating  the  numbers 
marching  to  the  reHef  of  Fort  Schuyler  was  apparent, 
for  when  gen,  Arnold  had  got  to  German-fiats^  he  was 
convinced  from  the  intelligence  procured  of  the  enemy'3 
ftrength,  that  it  was  much  fuperior  to  his  own;  fo  that 
on  the  2 1  il:  he  wrote  to  gen<  Gates,  who  arrived  at  StilU^ 
water  and  re-aflTumed  the  command  of  the  northern  de- 
partment on  the  igdi,  to  fend  him  a  reinforcement  of^^^- 
1000  light  troops.     Cuyler  proceeded  immediately  to 
the  Indian  camp,  informed  their  warriors  that  vaft  num- 
bers were  coming  againft  them ;  that  major  Butler  was 
taken  (which  was  a  truth)  and  that  he  narrowly  efcapcd,' 
for  that  the  Americans  tired  at  him,  and  fcveral  Ibot* 
paflTed   through   his  coat,    though  he  got  off  unhurt.' 
When  the  Indian  camp  was  thoroughly  alarmed^  one  of 
the  American  friendly  Indians  arrived,  an  hour  or  two 
after  Cuyler,  with  a  belt,  waited  upon  the  chiefs,  and 
confirmed  the  inteiligenccj  adding,  that  tl:ie  Americans- 
did  not  want  to  hurt  one  of  them,  all  they  defired  was  - 
to  fall  upon  the  Eritifh.  An  Indian  in  camp,  unknown  to 
Arnold,  was  fecretly  prevailed  upon  to  aid  th^  projeft,' 
by  going  aflf'  unobfervcd^  taking  a  circuit,   and  then 
coming  into  that  part  of  the  camp^  where  were  ihofe* 
Indians  who  were  moft  inimical,  wiiii  a  i\tniiM  itory  toi 
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jy^^  that  of  Cwyler's,  The  Indians  were  completely  fright- 
ened>  ^d  determined  to  go  off*  St.  Leger  in  vain  ufcd 
every  art  to  prevent  it.  He  attempted  making  them 
4runk  with  njm,  and  then  getting  them  to  alter  their 
refolufion.  Fond  as  they  are  of  rum,  they  would  not 
be  taken  in  at  this  feafon  of  apprehended  danger.  He 
then  would  have  prevailed  with  them  to  keep  in  the 
rc^y  while  the  other  troops  retreated.  Neither  would 
they  do  that ;  but  tpld  him«»— "  You  mean  to  iacrifice 
us.  When  we  marched  down,  you  told  us  Acre  would 
be  no  fighting  for  U3  Indians :  we  might  go  down  and 
firtoke  our  pipes,  whereas  numbers  of  our  warriors  .h^ve 
been  killed,"-^Nothing  could  change  their  determina^ 
tion,  They  went  off,  and  St,  Leger  was  obliged  tt>  de* 
Aug.  camp,  about  noon  of  thp  22d,  in  fuch  hurry  and  con« 
^**  fufion,  as  to  leave  his  bombardier  afleep  in  the  bomb 
battery.  His  tents,  with  nioft  of  the  artillery  and  ftore^j 
*  fell  into  the  tiapds  of  the  garrifon,  Spme  of  the  In^^iao 
Sachems,  who  were  highly  difgufted  with  him,  con-. 
eluded  tp  play  upon  him,  ^nd  divert  themichres  at  hi^ 
cxpcnce.  In  the  evening,  the  flying  troop?  came  to  a" 
clay  foil,  pretty  foft,  St.  Leger  and  Sir  John  Johnfba 
were  in  an  altercation,  Stt  Leger  reproachinjg  Sir  Jobn 
about  hi3  Indians,  4n4  Sir  John  blaming  St.  Leger  fyr 
not  carrying  on  the  fiege  differently.  A  couple  of  In^t 
dian  chiefs,  upon  a  rifing  hill  at  a  fmall  diftanee,  with 
light  enough  to  obferve  their  fituation,  and  ncv  enough 
to  notice  their  wranglings,  which  proceeded  alnnoft  tp 
fighting,  direfted  an  Indian  to  withdraw  fome  confider*  - 
able  way  behind  them,  and  then  to  run  after  th^, 
crying  out  with  all  imaginable  earnelhiels  in  the  Indiah 
Ungu^gC'mrthey  are  foming-^tbey  arc  fmivg'^V^  tp  con- 
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tinuc  iu  St.  Leger  and  Sir  John,  upon  hearing  the '777" 
diinial  note,  made  off  as  fafl:  as  they  could,  but  often 
tumbled  into  t!ic  dirt.  The  nnen  threw  away  their  packs, 
and  pufhed  off  in  the  greateft  hurry.  The  Indians  re* 
newed  tlie  joke ;  and  continued  thus  and  in  like  ways 
to  divert  themfelveSj  till  the  royalifts  arrived  at  the 
.Oneida  lake.  The  aniinofity  between  the  tu^o  comman- 
ders rof^.at  laft  to  fucji  height,  that  they  drew  upon  each 
otherj  meaning  to  fetde  the  contcft  by  the  point  of  the 
fword.  TJie  Indians  being  fuliy  fatisfied  that  they  had 
carried  the  jeft  far  enough,  and  not  being  in  a  blood- 
thirfty  humor,  approached  the  parrij^s  with  much  gravity 
and  friendihip,  interpofed  their  good  offices,  recom- 
mended peace,  made  them  friends,  and  carried  off  the 
fecret  of  their  own  management,  wherewith  to  entertain 
themfelves  and  favorites  in  future*,  Confidenng  the 
predominant  difpofition  of  the  Indians^  while  retreating 
in  confequence  of  the  ill  fuccefs  that  had  attended  St* 
Leger,  and  the  lols  they  had  fuftained,  it  was  not  in  the 
lead  furprifing,  that  they  plundered  fcveral  of  the  boats 
belonging  to  the  army,  and  took  even  from  the  bag'*- 
gage  of  the  officers  what  they  fancied. 

When  general  Wafhington  perceived  from  events  In 
the  nortlij  that  a  proper  ofHcer  muft  be  chofen  to  comr 
mand  the  caftern  miUcia,  he  fent  on  gen,  Lincoln,  havr 
ing  learned  that  he  had  influence  over  them,  and  that 
tliey  confided  in  him.  He  arrived  at  Manchefter  from 
the  fouthward  on^  the  ad  of  Auguft,  and  found  about 
600  militia  there,  including  250  that  arrived  a  few  dayi 

*  They  afcert^arJ  diverted  themfelves  and  general  Schuyler  wit^ 
this  relaticjn.  Many  of  the  foregoing  particulars  were  communkated 
to  me  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Kirkland,  who  was  part  of  the  time  at  Fo^t 
Schuyler,  with  fome  of  ihofe  Indians  that  were  friendly  to  ihc  Ame^ 
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ly;-^,  before  from  Nfw  Hampftiire,  Lincoln  wrot«  to  die 
MaiTachufetts  council^  that  a  body  of  troops  in  that  paft 
would  not  only  cover  the  e^crn  ftates^  buf  beiBg  iQ 
the  rear  of  Burgoyne,  oblige  him  to  l^ave  fo  QonCdeN 
able  a  part  of  his  army  at  the  different  pofts  he  poffifiUli 
^  would  weaken  him.  Schuyler^  attending  mainly  to 
making  head  againft  Burgoyne's  front,  wrote  to  lan^ 
coln^  on  the  4Xh,  to  m^rch  his  whole  fonM,  ejKxpt 
Warner's  regiment,  and  join  him  with  all  poffiUe  ^ 
patch,  On  the  6th,  Lincoln  had  not  been  joined  by 
any  of  the  Maflfachufetts  militia,  faving  a  man  cm*  tm^i 
but  was  the  fame  day  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  brifi^ 
dier-gener^  Stark,  with  about  5oq  more  men,  fixun  New 
Hampftiirc,  That  ftate  had  been  applied  to  for  ahugfe 
Jpody  of  militia,  Stark,  who  wa^  one  of  their  briga&r 
generals,  had  confiderable  influence  among  them  x  but  he 
was  exceedingly  fourcd,  thought  himfelf  n^^IeAedj  and 
that  he  had  not  had  juftice  done  him  by  the  congrcfk  Ho 
had  fought  courageoufly  at  the  battle  of  Breed's  hiil( 
and  had  Ihowcd  himfelf  to  be  a  foldier  of  fteriing  cou- 
rage. He  had  alfo  no  particular  HIdng  .fer.Schu]^f 
When  therefore  he  was  to  be  intrufted  with  die-Nev 
Hampfhire  militia,  he  would  not  take  the  comtnatidj 
but  upon  the  condition  of  being  left  at  liberty  to  feive 
or  not  under  a  continental  commander,  as  he  plcaftdt 
and  he  determined  not  to  join  the  continental  army,  dR 
the  congrefs  gave  him  his  rank  in  it,  J^e  h$A  about 
1400  brave  m?n  under  him,  well  officered.  Many  of 
them  had  been  in  fervice  the  two  preceding  canqKugn% 
and  were  not  raw  militia.  Schuyler  urged  him  sqieat- 
jcdly  to  join  him  5  but  he  declined  complying.  ■  He 
irjdyf e4  fe  te  4%  W^  QP^y  ^^onf^  ^^  forenientipncd 
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fonSj  biit  from  conftdering  that  Burgoyne  would  not  1777^ 
care  what  number  of  enemies  he  had  in  fronts  if  he  ha4 
pone  in  his  rear>  and  the  country  was  open  to  his  inciir- 
fions.  Stark  refplved  thercfpre  to  hang  upon  his  rear, 
;jnd  negleded  Schuyler's  application.  The  matter  wa5 
brought  before  congrcfs,  fo  that  on  the  1 9th  they  re* 
folved,  '^  That  the  council  of  New  Hampfliire  be  in-c 
formed,  that  the  inftruflions  which  gen-  Stark  fays  he 
has  received  from  them  are  deftruftive  of  military  fub^ 
ordination^  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  common  cauf^i 
at  this  crifis :  and  that  therefore  they  be  defired  to  in- 
^ruft  gen*  Stark  to  conform  himJelf  to  the  fame  rules 
which  other  general  officers  of  the  militia  are  fubjed  tOj 
whenever  they  are  called  out  at  the  expence  of  tbq 
United  States."  But  before  this  relblve^  Stark  had  af-  i 
fured  Schuyler^  that  he  would  do  every  thijig  to  promote  ,' 
the  public  good,  but  was  not  for  doing  any  thing  that 
might  prove  inconfiftent  with  his  own  honor:  however, 
if  it  was  thought  beft  that  he  Ihould  march  immediately 
to  the  camp,  he  would  acquiefce.  On  the  13th  ha 
wrote^  that  he  ftiould  throw  away  all  private  refentment^ 
when  put  in  balance  witli  the  good  of  his  countiy^ 
Gen.  Walhington  did  not  approve  of  Schuyler's  appa- 
rent intention  of  uniting  all  the  militia  and  continental 
troops  in  one  body,  and  of  making  an  oppofition  wholly 
in  front.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  a  fufEcient  body  of 
militia  fhould  alway  be  refeived  to  fall  upon  Burgoyne's 
flanks  or  rear,  and  to  intercept  his  convoys.  Stark 
however  had  concluded,  on  the  day  laft  mentioned,  upon 
marching  from  Bennington  to  meet  Lincoln  at  a  cert^ia 
appointed  place^  and  to  proceed  with  him  and  join 
Schuyler  i  but  while  wriung  to  the  former^  ho  received 
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5777f information^  that  the  enemy  were  on  thdr  imrckl 
Cambridge. 

General  Burgoyne's  progrefs  toward  Albany  was 
layed  through  the  want  of  a  fpeedy  and  ibffidcBt  ft^l 
of  provifions.    He  confidercd  in  what  way  the  difficdt^l 
was  to  be  furmounted.    According  to  infentiatioa^  dcj 
Americans  had  a  great  depofit  of  corn»  flour  and  Axel 
cattle  at  Bennington,  which  was  guarded  onIy*43y  tnifitii.  | 
Every  day*s  account  confirmed  the  perfuafion  of  the  loy- 
alty of  one  defcription  of  the  inhabitants  in  that"  part  «f  I 
the  country,  and  of  the  panic  of  the  other.     He  diot* 
fore  entertained  the  defign  of  furprifing  the  floras  >t 
Bennington,   and  of  fending  a  very  large  detachnnciK 
upon  the  expedition ;  but  was  diverted  from  the  latter 
(as  fuppofed)  by  major  Skeen,  who  afliired  hinij  "  The 
friends  to  the  Britifh  caufe  are  as  five  to  one,  md^bxj 
want  only  the  appearance  of  a  proteAtng  power  to  Ihow 
themfclves."     Relying  upon  their  attachment,  the  ge- 
neral fcnt  the  German  lieut.  col.  Baum,  with  only  about 
500  men,  and  100  Indians,  who  carried  with  them  two 
light  pieces  of  artillery*     To  facilitate  the  operation  the 
army  moved  along  the  eafl  (hore  of  Hudfon's  River, 
and  encamped  nearly  oppofite  to  Saratoga;  and  a  fatidgs 
of  rafts  being  thrown  over,  the  advance -coq:^  pafledto 
that  place.    Lieut,  col.  Breyman's  coips^  conjifting  of 
the  Brunfwick  grenadiers^  light  infantry^  and  chaflbirs, 
were  potted  at  Batten-kill,  in  order  if  neceflary  to  fiip- 
port  Baum.    Stark  hearing  that  a  party  of  Indians  was 
at  Cambridge,  fent  lieut  col.  Gregg  with  aoo  mn  t» 
frbp  their  progrefs.    Toward  night  he  was  mfatukJ  bf 
eitprefs,  that  there  was  a  large  body  of  regulaiB  'iii-dia 
rear  of  the  Indians.    On  that  he  drew  togRfaqr  l^.biv. 

gade. 


I 
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I  gadc^  and  the  militia  who  were  at  hand^  in  order  to  ftop  1^77, 

their  march  i  fent  to  Manchcftcr  for  col.  Warner's  rc- 

rj  gimentj    and  forwarded  exprefics   to  the  neighbouring 

t\  militia  to  join  him  with  all  fpeed.     He  then  marched* 

i  in  the  morning  of  the  r4th,  with  col.  Warner^  Williams 

Q  and  Brufh,  and  the  men  prcfent,  and  in  about  leven 

g  miles  met  Gregg  retreating,    and  the  enemy  within  a 

mile  of  him.     The  troops  drew  up  in  order  of  battle ; 

i   and  the  enemy,  upon  coming  in  fight,  halted  upon  a 

3   very  advantageous  piece  of  ground.     Baum  perceiving 

that  the  Americans  were  too  ftrong  to  be  attacked  by 

.    his  prefent  force,  fent  an  exprefs  to  Burgoync  with  an 

account  of  his  fituation  j  and  Breyman  was  immediately 

difpatched  to  reinforce  him.     Mean  while  fmall  parties 

of  the  Americans  (kirmifhed   with  the  enemy^  killed 

and  wounded  thirty  of  them,  with  two  Indian  chiefs, 

without  any  lofs  to  themfelves,  which  had  a  good  effe£t 

upon  their  courage.     The  ground  Stark^  occupied  not 

being  fuitable  for  a  general  aftionj  he  retreated  about  a 

mile  and  encamped.    In  a  council  of  war  it  was  agrecdy 

to  fend  two  detachments  into  the  enemy's  rear,  while  the 

reft  of  the  troops  attacked  in  front. 

It  rained  all  day,  which  retarded  the  intended  affaulr,  Ang, 
however  there  were  frequent  fkirmifliings  in  fmall  par-   *i' 
ties*     The  heavy  rain,  together  with  the  badnefs  of  the 
roads,  prevented  aifu  Ercyman's  advancing  to  Baum's 
affiftance  with  difpatch-     The  next  day.    Stark  being 
joined  in  the  morning  by  col,  Symond's  from  Berklhire,   j^^ 
purfued  liis  plan.     Baum,  in  the  mean  while,  had  in^ 
trenched  and  rendered  his  poft  as  defenfible  as  time  and 
its  nature  would  admit.     Stark  detached  coK  Nichols 
with  200  nrien  to  the  rear  of  his  left ;  col,  Henrickj  with 

jog 


^ 
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^777f  300  mttiy  was  icnt  Co  liie  rear  of  hia  i  i  difljr  .!«• 
to  join,  and  then  attack.  Cots.  Hubard :  <M«i  Sdckncf, 
widi  200,  were  ordered  (till  further  oh  hh  oHgiit-  A 
bundred  men  were  alio  advanded  toward'  fib^ftont  tt 
draw  his  attention  that  way.  -  Aboiic  three  :^^^doek  in  ih 
afternoon  all  were  ready  for  the  attaek^  Bcfim  NidMi 
and  Henrick  could  join,  the  Indians  pudHMl-crfFbecvmi 
the  two  corps,  but  receiving  a  fire  «a  chey  pafled,  M 
three  killed  and  two  wounded.  Nichols  than  bdpn^k 
aflauk  upon  Baum,  and  was  foUowed  bf  t^  nft^  tMl 
in  front  pulhing  forward.  In  a  few  tnm«ioei  4h6  -sAiBd 
became  general,  and  lailed  about  two  hotm^SMCh  one 
continued  noife  like  the  ruffling  of  a  drum.  Bism 
made  a  brave  defence;  and- the  German  ^dpBgMmktjpt 
tc^;ether  after  having  expended  their  ammutiiicioikj  sol 
led  by  their  colonel  charged  with  dieir  (wiopds,  bdC  woe 
fbon  overpowered.  The  whole  detachment,  tlioagli 
weU  enclofed  by  two  bread  works,  were  li^rced  to  -pti 
way  to  the  fuperior  number  and  courage  of  the  Anieri' 
cans,  who  with  their  brown  firelocks,  icdreife  *a  fN^dne^' 


little  difcipline,  and  not  a  iingle  ^ece  eTevimbhi 
tured  to  attack  500  well-trained  regohrsV  ^imMMedwW 
the  beft  and  completeft  arms  and  aecoutrements^  Ksr- 
ing  two  pieces  of  artillery,  being  adi'antageMifl^jpblM^' 
and  accompanied  by  a  100  Indians.  Whenr  Ae^mifiw 
had  gained  the  viAory,  they  difperfed  to  ecMktt  ^^hhdeiv 
which  they  were  very  defirous  of  fecwing.^ '  Thh 
proved  fetal  to  them.  While  thusbufied,  Stftvk 
information,  diat  the  reinfotxremeM  undtertjlrayutat  <lii 
within  two  miles  of  him.  Hap  ily  at  dM^MISni^  IIAr- 
ner^  continental  regiment,  ^^ch  faadliim  Anrjitf #oll 
Manchefter,  came  up  frelh,  maPf*->  r^'  -^tauiMi  tif 
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.|  e«gage :  mean  while  the  militia  coUefbed  as  faft  as  pof-  t^^y^ 
|{  f^blc,  and  puftied  On  to  its  affiftance.     The  action  be-       j 
^  came  general;    and  the  battle  continued  obftinate  on 
^{  both  fides  till  lunfet ;  when  the  Germans  gave  way  partly 
^   through  a  failure  of  ammunition,  leaving  their  two  piece* 
jf    of  artillery  behind  them,    and  a  number  of  prifoners* 
i|    TJiey  retreated  in  the  bell  manner  tliey  could,  improv* 
j    fflg  the  advantage  of  the  evening  and  of  the  night. 
,         The  Amcri carts  took  four  brafs  field  pieces,  twelve 
brai's  dnimsj   two  hundred  and   fifty  dragoon  iwords,: 
four  ammunition   waggons,    and  about  700  prifonerSy^ 
among  whom  was  lieut.  coh  Baum.     Three  hundred 
dead  are  faid  to  have  been  Ibund  upon  the  fpot ;  but  if 
fo,  furely  the  (lain  on  each  fide  muft  have  been  inctudedh^  I 
The  Americans  loft  but  about  icmd  killed  and  wounded* 
The  courage  of  the  men  was  iharpened  by  the  profpeft 
of  advantage,  for  i:;  gen.  Stark's  orders  they  were  promifed 
all  the  plunder  that  Ibould  be  taken  in  the  enemy's 
camp*     The  royal  officers  were  aftonifhed  to  fee  how 
undauntedly  they  rufticd  on  the  mouths  of  the  cannonL>t 
Both  nnen  and  officers  are  entitled  to  much  honor  for 
their  gallant  behaviour.     Cols,  Warner  and  Henrick'*^ 
fwperlor  fkill  in  military  matters  was  of  fervice  to  fhot) 
general,  who  was  lefs  convetfant  with  them  than  they:* 
but  his  rank  in  die  army  of  the  United  States  was  after- 
ward given  him  by  congrefs^  on  the  4th  of  Oitober^ 
when  they  "  refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  congrefs  be 
prefented  to  gen.  Stark,  of  the  New  Hampfhire  militia^ 
and  the  officers  and  troops  under  his  command,  for  their 
brave  and  fuccefiful  attack  upon,  and  fignal  victory  over 
the  enemy  in  their  lines  at  Bennington ;  and  diat  bri- 
gadier Stark  be  appointed  a  brigadier  general  in  the 
i  army 
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^1t!»  army  of  the  United  States/'    Never  were  thaidcs  mort 
defervedly  beftowcd.     This  was  the  firft  turn  of  affidn 
in  favor  of  the  Americans  in  the  northiern  depoitmeo^ 
after  the  death  of  gen.  Montgomery.     It  raiicd  die  Ipi- 
rits  of  the  country,  and  made  the  milida  willing  ft>  turn 
out  beyond  what  would  otherwife  have  been  done.  Whcfl 
gen.  Gates  wrote  to  the  commander  in  chief  fomc  dip 
after  his  arrival  at  Still-water,  he  thus  expreffed  hhdctf 
— "  Upon  my  leaving  Philadelphia,  the  profpe&  dus 
way  appeared  moft  gloomy,  but  the  fevere  checks  the 
enertiy  have  met  with  at  Bennington  and  in  f  ryon  couii^, 
has  given  a  more  pleafing  view  of  publifc  afikii^    I 
cannot  fufHciendy  thank  your  excellency  for  lending  col. 
Morgan's  corps  [of  riflemen.]     They  will  be  of  the 
greatdl  fervice  to  the  army ;  for  until  the  late  fucceffis 
this  way,  I  am  told  it  was  quite  panic  ftruck  by  the  In- 
dians,  and  their  tory  and  Canadian  alSaflins. in  Indian 
drefs.    Few  of  the  militia  demanded  are  yet  airived, 
but  I  hear  of  great  numbers  on  their  nvkrcb."  -  Stark's 
victory  gave  reputation  to  the  militia,  as  well  as  incieaftd' 
their  courage.     They  found  that  neither  Britifli  nor 
German  regulars  were  invincible;  but  that  they  could 
beat  both.    The  artillery  and  other  trophies  excited  their 
hc^  and  confidence.    While  the  Americans  ^ert  esr. 
ulting  upon  the  occafion  on  the  one  fide,  the  roya^army . 
under  Burgoyne  experienced  a  degree  of  deprei&bn  on ' 
the  other ;  efpecially  as  the  difafter  at  Bennington  not " 
only  added  to  their  delay,  but  gave  Gates  the  oppcptu*: 
nity  of  ftrcngthening  himfelf,  by  the  arrival  of- the^mi* 
litia,   who  were  upon  their  march  to  reinforce  fainU' 
When  he  was  upon  his  journey  to  take,  the  comnMid»' 
^  he  was  much  dejeded,  no  Ids  thai)  .the  -trobpa  ^tf^dkj 
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w^ere  to  be  under  him;  but  the  Bennington  affair  put  17177, 
them  borh  in  better  fpiritSj  and  aflbrded  them  fome  pro- 
mifing  expetlations.  They  relied  on  his  abilities^  fi>. 
that  his  appearance  at  camp,  and  his  mode  of  conduct^ 
ing  mihcary  bufinefs,  at  once  filled  them  with  courage 
and  reiohuion;  and  in  a  few  days  they  faced  about  and 
advanced  toward  Burgoyne, 

On  die  30th  the  Britifh  commander  had  occafion  ioau^* 
write  to  him  ^  and  in  his  letter  complained  of  inhuma-  3^ 
nity  exercifed  toward  the  provincial  foldiers  in  the  king's 
fervice  after  the  affair  of  Bennington ;  and  then  hinted 
at  retaliation-     Gen-  Gates  in  his  anfwer  of  September 
the  idy  invaUdated  the  charge,  and  then  retorted  the 
Indian  cruelties,  which  he  imputed  to  BilrgoynCj  fay- 
ing, "  Miis  M^Reaj  a  young  lady,  lovely  to  die  Cght» 
of  virtuous  character,  and  amiable  difpofition,  engaged 
to  an  officer  of  your  armyj  wa?,  with  other  wonicn  and 
children,  taken  out  of  a  houfe  neiir  Fort  Edward,  car- 
ried into  the  woods,  and  there  fcalped  and  mangled  in  a 
moft  fltocking  manner.  Two  parents  with  their  fix  chil- 
dren>  were  ai]  treated  with  the  fame  inhumanity,  while 
quietly  refiding  in  their  once  happy  and  peaceful  dwel- 
ling-    The  milerable  fite  of  Miis  M'Rea  was  particu- 
larly aggravated>  by  her  being  dreffed  to  receive  her 
promifed  huft>and,  when  ftie  met  her  murderer  employ- 
ed by  you.     Upward  of  loo  men,  women  and  chil^ 
drcn,    have  periflied  by  the  hands  of  the  ruffians,   to,  * 
whom,  it  is  aflerted,  you  have  paid  the  price  of  bloQd." 
Gen..Burgoyne,  in  his  reply  of  the  6th,  vindicated  his    e! 
own  charafteri  Ihowed  that  Mifs  M'Rea's  death  was 
no  premeditated  barbarity  i  and  declared  that  that  ^iq- 
iUnce  exceptedj  Gates's  intelligencej  refpeftingthecru- 

eltici 
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^77*  dties  of  the  Indians,  was  falfe.  it  fnig^t  be  AtiSMOdi 
in  point  of  minnbers  and  other  circumftanoes  $  biABv- 
goyne  was  undoubtedly  miftakcfn  in  pttMidoackig  it  il 
falfe,  with  only  a  (ingle  exceptidfi.  The  Qtunberef 
Indians  that  joined  him  was  500.  The  firft  party  fat 
out,  paid  attention  to  the  rcftriAions  he  had  kid  tka 
under  in  his  fpeech  of  June  the  21ft  near  Ctown-pttflt) 
alid  when  they  had  made  feveral  of  the  ArAericadtpi- 
Miners  in  the  heat  of  adiony  ir6zit€d  theixi  ^tFitkEm- 
pim  humanity.  But  th«^  could  h6i  l6Ag  hr6tkSA 
reftraints.  They  grew  uneafy>  and  revfated  tit  Att 
cruelties  and  habits  of  plunder ;  and  fb^ersA  pbtitaibt' 
eame  vhSthitii^  to  thi^ii*  mode  of  #ar.  My  Aicdbit  tf 
Mifs  M'Rea'i  death  will  differ  6n\fdgcwtatttiid^tltA 
Bwgoyne'^.  Mr.  Joiiei,  htt  Mv«r>  iMsfiiS^  dtt  Hfr* 
count,  engaged  fome  Ihdtahsr  of  tw6  cfiBerefif  tiftcsi 
convey  her  away  from  amonjg  t!he  Americam  fat  tk 
ptHpofe  of  fecurity.  He  rtiglit  feaif  fof-  her,  AnatoMi 
6f  her  father's  being  intereffied  in  the  nSyal  caufe^  id 
of  her  attachment  to  hiniifclf.  He  ptoi^iSed  to  tclHA 
the  perfon,  who  Ihodd  bring  he#  frfe'  t«  hii«,  wiAl, 
barrel  of  rum.  Tht  two  ^6  took  her  and  caniekl  te 
to-  fome  diftance,  difputed  who  6f  therri  ihbtild  coatWf 
her  to  Mr.  Johes.  Each  was  anxious  fat  the  MMldj 
•  and  that  the  other  mi^t  not  receive,  ity  one  of  thea 
ftruck  hi^  toitiahawk  into  her  fciuU  and  killed  hfer  *. 
tio  whifper  contrary  to  her  being  <Mf  ixi  iitHslStvMkid  dif] 
rafter  evef  reached'  me,  irl  any  pljtce  Or  conipai^s  M 
it  fer  from  any  future  European  wwier  to  tttnatfurriQ 

♦  This  is  the  fubftanceof  the  relation  given  by  Aftrs«  MrNdl»i 
u^as  in  company  with  Mifs  M'Rea  whdi  Uke&  by  die  iDdiuk 


AMtatCAN       ftEVOLUTlON*  f  45 

imputation*.  Upon  the  firft  intelligence  of  what  had  *''?7> 
happened,  Burgoyne  obliged  the  Indians  to  deliver  up 
the  murderer  J  and  threatened  to  put  him  to  death*  Many 
thought  the  threat  would  have  been  execut«d ;  but  he 
Was  pardotiedi  upon  the  Indians  agreeing  to  terms  en*  I 
joined  them  by  Burgoyne^  which  the  general  thought 
would  be  more  efficacious  than  an  ejcecution  to  prevent 
fihiilar  mifchiefs*  He  told  their  interpreter^  that  he 
would  lofe  every  Indian  rather  than  connive  at  their  enor- 
tnitiesj  of  to  that  elFeft  f-  They  were  not  however  fa- 
tisfied  j  and  to  his  aftonifhmcnt  fome  of  the  tribes  told 
him,  at  a  council  held  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  that 
they  intended  to  return  homei  and  demanded  his  con- 
currence and  affiftance-  The  general  was  convinced, 
that  a  cordial  reconciliation  was  only  to  be  effefted,  by 
a  renunciation  of  all  his  former  prohibitions,  and  an  in- 
dulgence in  blood  and  rapine :  but  he  firmly  adhered 
to  the  controls  he  had  eftablifhedj  and  the  fpeech  he 
made  to  them  feemed  to  have  the  defired  effeft.  But  a 
defertion  took  plate  the  next  day^  and  they  went  off  by 
Icores,  loadtd  with  what  plunder  they  had  collefted. 

The  murder  of  Mifs  M'Rea  e>fafperated  the  Att^e- 
ricans  j  and  from  that  and  other  cruelties  occafion  way  i 
taken  to  blacken  the  royal  party  and  arriiy.  The  pe'o- 
ple  dcteftcd  that  army  which  accepted  of  fuch  Indlart  ■ 
aid,  and  loudly  reprobated  that  govenifmn:  which  could 
call  in  fuch  auxiliaries.  Gen,  Gates  wag^  not  deficient 
in  aggravating,  by  feveral  pubiicitionSj  tlie  excefle* 
whichr  had  taken  place  i  and  with  no  im^  advantage  rtf 
his  own  military  operation^ 

♦  S^te-  RfafquK  d^  ChaftcHus^s  TrSx'cls  in  Nortli  America,  rol*  u 
p.  41 7.  +  Earl  of  H^Ffingtf?^  bo^u  ^^c  hotife  of  conunoii^. 

You  IL  N  n  Gene- 
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' 777*      General  Lincoln,  about  this  time,  mar(2hed  from  Man-; 
chefter  to  Pawlet,  with  the  few  militia  that  had  joined 
him.    Having  received  fome  reinforcement  in  order  » 
Sept.  divide  and  diftraft  the  royal  army^  he  ient-oflF  vfiiii  At 
13*     advice  of  his  officers,   on  the  ijth^    col.  Brawn  and 
five  hundred  men,  to  the  landing  at  Lake 'George,  to 
releafe  the  prifoners  and  deftroy  the  Britiflb  fysres  there  5 
and  the  fame  number  of  men  under  coL  Johnfoato 
Mount  Independence.     The  latter  was  to  give  a  divtr- 
fion  to  the  enemy,  while  the  former  executed  his  com-' 
mand ;    and  if  an  opportunity  offered,  without  liiking 
too  much,  to  pufh  for  Mount  Independence,  while  coL 
Brown    attempted  Tyconderoga.      Further   to  amufe 
and  divide  the  enemy,  by  attacking,  the  out-poAs,  &c 
a  like  number  of  men  were  fent  under  col.  Woodfaridge 
to  Skeenfborough,  thence  to  Fort  Anne,  and  fe  od  to-' 
ward  Fort  Edward.     He  doubtied  not,  but*  that  thcfc 
movements  would  meet  with  gen.  Gates's   approbatkn^ 
though  made  without  his  knowledge.     He  woiild  have 
mentioned  the  defign,  and  not  have  put  the  -phn  into 
execution  without  his  advice,  could  he  haW  been  fine 
that  the  information  would  not  have  Men  into,  the  liands 
of  the  enemy*.  ■-  =••  :        - 

Colonel  Brown  conduced -his  operaticms  SHdi  fud' 
fecrecy  and  addrefs,  that,  he  effcftually  furprifed  aU  dkc. 
i8/  out-pofts  between  the  landing  at  the  north  cndW  T  •^' 
George  and  the  body  of.theifora«f$  at  Tycciidttogi. 
Mount  JDenance,  Mount  Hope,  the 'Frehtth-  fittes.iMda 
blockhoufe,  with  200  batteaiis,  anarm,ed  fibO(^-''iiid:JE>' 
vera!  gun-boats,  were  almoft  irillai^  .taktti;-  *  Fhpr 
companies  of  foot,,  with  nearly  Wv^yfl^-nuinbor  of  Oh* 
*  Lincolii"*  kttcr*  "    ..- 


*•   -'^•^:i 
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nadians,  and  many  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  tlie  vef-  <777- 
fels,  amounting  ill  the  wliole  to  2^3^  were  madeprifon- 
ers,  and  100  Americans  rekafed.  Bro\vn>  befide  tak^ 
ing  a  number  of  arms  and  other  things^  retook  the  con- 
tinental ftandard  left  at  Ty  when  the  fort  was  evacuated. 
His  lofs  in  killed  and  mounded  was  trifling*  Finding 
after  four  days  trial,  that  he  and  John  Ton  could  not  mafter 
Ty  and  Mount  Independence^  they  abandoned  the  de- 
fign  and  returned. 

While  the  aforementioned  expedition  was  carrying  on, 
gen.  Burgoyne,  having  at  length  obtained  ab6ut  thirty 
days  provifion  with  other  neceflary  fforesj  reiblved  upoil 
paffing  theHudfon's  river  with  the  army;  whrch  having 
executed,  he  encamped  on  the  heights  and  in  the  plain 
of  Saratoga.  He  took  this  meafure  upon  himfdf,  on  / 
the  fuppofition  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  call  any 
officers  into  council,  as  the  peremptory  tenor  of  his  or- 
dets,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year  admitted  of  no  alterna- 
tive. He  then  advanced  a!ong  the  fide  of  the  river,  and 
encamped  on  the  heights  about  two  miles  from  gen, 
Gates's  camp,  which  was  three  miles  above  Still-water* 
On  the  1 8th  the  Americans  marched  out  3000  ftrong 
in  order  to  attack  him,  but  found  that  to  be  prudenti- 
ally  imprafticable-  However  they  drew  up  in  full  view 
of  him,  and  there  tarried  till  dark.  Gates  was  careful  ' 
to  keep  col.  Morgan's  regiment  of  riflemen,  and  a  large  I 
corps  of  light  infantry  under  col.  Durbin,  always  in  ad- 
vance, ready  to  oppofe  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Large  fcouring  parties  from  this  advanced  body  were  con- 
tinually patroling  to  prevent  :i  furprife.  The  next  day,  *9' 
gen.  Burgoyne  put  hinnfelf  at  die  head  of  the  Brltilh 
line,  which  compofed  the  right  wing  i  this  was  covered 

N  n  a  by 
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>77'*by  gen.  Frazcr  and  coL  Breyinan,  with  the 

and  lig^t  infantry  of  tlic  annjr^  bdi^  dmnfi^vcs  co- 
vered  by  the  Indians,  provincials  and  Canadians  in  die 
front  and  flanks.  He  advanced  toward  the  AjnericM 
left  wing,  through  ibme  intervening  woods  cf  no  g^eat 
extent ;  while  the  kft  of  the  TOf^  znaf  and  ar^leqr 
under  the  gtns.  Phillips  and  Reiddcl  kept  alp^tfac  g^cac 
roads  and  meadows  b)'  the  river  fide* 
Sq^.  Some  of  the  American  fcou^ing  parties  fidl  in  with 
'^'  thofe  of  die  Britiflij  and  with  gmt  boldnds  bqgpn.  de. 
arrack  ^x)ut  one  o'dock  at  noon*.  TI|e  firii^  &  to 
fboner  heard  by  ge%.  Phillips^  than  he  makes  his  wi7» 
with  a  part  of  the  artillery,  through  the  wood^  and  lenders 
eflentialiervice.  Each  commander  fupportsi^  mliifiy^f^ 
and  orders  Afferent  reg^ents  to  engage;  and  die  faotde 
is  hot  and  obftinate  oa  both  fides,  till  about  I|alf  plS 
two  o'clock,  when  it  ceafes  for  half  an  hour*  The  Ame- 
rican and  Britilh  line  being  fiiUy  formed^  the  aifiico  is 
renewed,  and  becomes  general  at  three.  BoA  moam 
appear  determined  to  conquer  or  die.  Thcffe  k  ooe 
continual  bbze  of  fire  for  three  hours  without  intconiCr 
fion.  The  report  of  die  mulkets  refemUes  an  tp^pyflm^ 
roll-beating  on  a  number  of  drums.  The  Axopricam 
and  Briufh  alternately  drive  and  are  driven  by  each  adic^ 
Three  Britilh  regiments,  the  20tb,  the  lift,  and  the 
62d^  are  in  conflant  and  clofe  fire  for  near  finir  iKMitit 
All  fuffer  confiderable  lois :  the  6  2d,  which  wys  50Q 
ftrong  when  it  left  Canada,  is  rediKec)  to  \s&  thgn  60 
rnen,  and  to  4  or  5  officers*  The  24th  tegument  bt^^ 
longing  to  Frazer's  brig^e,  with  the  @^osK$c;r^  and  % 
part  of  the  light  infantry  are  brc^u^t  iAtc^  4d)fMk  ^Vt^ 
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man's  riflemen,  and  fome  other  parts  of  his  corps^  are  '77> 
alfo  of  fervices  but  only  aft  occaffonally.  The  Ame- 
rican troops  in  aftionare  thofe  under  Morgan  and  Dur- 
bin ;  the  firftj  ftcond  and  third  New  Hampftiire  regi* 
ments ;  the  eightli^  ninth  and  t^nth  Maffachufctts ;  the 
fecortd  and  third  New  York ;  and  a  Connefticut  regi* 
rnent  of  tnilitia.  The  ninth  MafiTachufetts  regiment, 
<:ol.  Weflbn's,  is  warmly  engaged^  and  greatly  diflln* 
guilhes  itfelf  CoL  Scammell  of  the  firft  New  Hamp- 
Ihire  re^ment  is  peculiarly  aftive,  enterprifing  ajid  brave; 
and  leads  on  his  men  dole  to  the  enemy  with  great  un- 
-daiintedncfsj  before  he  foflfers  them  to  fire,  Capt.  Jones, 
with  his  brigade  of  Britilh  artillery,  behaves  with  the 
utmoft  intrepidity*  His  four  cannon  are  repeatedly 
taken  and  retaken.  He  is  killed^  other  officers  arc 
tvbtinded;  and  thirty- fix  out  of  forty -eight  of  the  ma- 
troffes  are  killed  or  wounded.  Few  aflions  have  been 
<:harafterized,  by  more  obftinacy  in  attack  or  defence, 
than  is  the  prefent.  The  Bricifh  bayonet  is  repeatedly 
tsried  without  efFeft,  During  the  engagement  many 
Americans  place  themfelves  in  high  trees  in  the  rear  of 
their.x>wn  line ;  and  there  is  feldom  a  minute's  interval 
of  fmoke  in  any  part  of  the  Britiih  line^  without  offi- 
cers being  taken  off  by  fingle  (bot*  One  is  aimed  at 
Burgoyne,  but  pafles  through  the  arm  of  capt.  Green, 
aid  de  camp  to  Phillips,  while  delivering  a  meflage. 
The  Britifh  commander*s  efcape  is  owing  to  the  cap- 
tain's having  a  laced  furniture  to  his  faddle,  which  oc-  v 
cafions  his  being  miftaken  for  the  general.  Toward  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  gen.  Gates  orders  out  of  camp  to  the 
field  of  battle,  the  igth  Ma/Tachtifetts  reginnent  under 
'      N  n  3  coL 
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':::- 1- '..  Ma-^-.al':  *.  V"->^r.  he  ccrrcs  npoa  tficopCB  gRmmL 
he  ii  pe;.'e.*ed  -y  a  P^ri'irr,  c5ccr,  wfco  has  cuiacd  die 
nerghbo.  ..v^  >.»d  »:di  his  ibidien,  and  is  upoa  die 
poirt  of  cv;. jxy^^erLig  an  Aoxricaa  r^iaicnc  The 
Bri::fn  ofrLcer  quia  the  wcod,  caBs  out  to  faiin  noc  to 
fire  for  thac  he  is  a  5-leni  Marihall  fiiQsecls  it,  bqtdK 
G'jfk  of  the  tvtr.i'g  presents  his  diitingpiiihiiig  die  re- 
girr.er.tals  ;  he  therefore  orders  his  men  to  make  icadf. 
He  cbfer/es  the  oScer  directing  his  fi^dicrs,  hjr  die 
motion  of  h:->  >vord,  how  to  form;  and  at  lengidi  di£- 
csn^  the  grer.adier-caps,  on  which  he  calk  oat  to  lus 
XT^tTiJire.  The  Bridfh  officer  falls,  and  after  a  wliikdie 
reginrxnt  feeks  its  fafery  in  a  retreat,  which  trnnjnaiBS 
the  action  in  this  quarter.  In  another  Ipo^  the  AiPfri- 
cans  give  way  to  the  Britilh  bayonet  and  quit  the  field. 
Gen.  Reideft!,  by  exerting  hinn.felfi  brings  up  a  part  of 
the  left  wipg,  and  arrives  jofl:  in  time  to  charge  fome 
of  the  Americans.  But  a  regiment  of  the  latter  remaiins 
longed  on  the  field  of  batde,  by  continuing  upon  it 
hours  after  the  aftion  totally  ceafes.  Lieut.  cpL  Brbpks, 
^^ho  commands  the  eighrh  Maflachufetts  re^ment,  by 
order  of  gen.  Gates,  goes  to  the  left  of  all  the  Ameri- 
can troops,  fo  as  to  put  flank  the  Britiih,  when  he  ftirms 
*  his  line ;  but  perceives  troops  in  front  of  hiin,  whom 
he  cannot  clearly  diftinguifli  becaufe  of  the  latends  of 
the  evening,  and  the  dufk  being  increafed  by  the  trees! 
They  foon  fire,  and  kill  one  of  his  mcn^ .  wounding. 
others  5  on  which  he  imnfiediately  engages  them^  and 
they  ^ive  way.  He  concludes  th^  are  .Germans  fixHn 
the  brafs  cafes  oh  their  breafts,  for  containing  lighted 

*  He  was  licut.  col.  of  militia,  when  btgsive evidcnceoR  tll»  trial* 
of  the  foldicrs  at  Bollon  in  1770.    Sec. vol.  i.  p.  283. 


AMERICAN       REVOLUTION.  55 1 

match.  Brooks  remarking  that  the  other  American  re-  '777* 
giments  are  withdrawn^  and  that  he  cannot  be  fnpported 
in  cafe  the  enemy  advance  upon  him,  and  hearing  them 
talk  at  a  diftancCj  changes  his  pofition^  and  falls  back 
into  the  open  road  leading  to  the  camp^  and  there  re- 
mains. At  length  he  fends  to  Gates  for  orders  how  to 
aft,  who  direfts  him  to  return  into  campi  where  it  was 
before  apprehended  all  die  troops  had  collected  tliat 
had  been  in  aft  ion.  It  is  near  upon  eleven  o'clock  at 
night  when  he  quits  the  ground  and  returns. 

The  Britiili  loft  in  this  aftion  rather  more  than  500 
in  killed,  wounded  and  priibners  *.  The  lofs  of  the 
Americans  was,  officers  included,  64  killed,  217  wound-  ) 
ed,  and  j8  miffing,  in  all  319  f-  None  of  tlieir  right 
wing  or  centre  were  engaged,  excepting  Marftiall's  re- 
giment. The  number  that  engaged  was  about  250a 
Gates's  whole  army,  with  die  militia  prelent,  was  about 
7000.  Lincoln  had  not  then  joined  him  with  his  mili- 
tia ;  neither  was  he  in  the  aftion,  but  at  or  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bennington,  Arnold  *s  divifion  was  out  in 
the  aftion,  but  he  himfclf  did  not  head  them ;  he  re<^ 
mained  in  the  camp  the  whole  time-  The  foreign  of-^ 
ficers  faid,  that  iji  all  the  engagements  in  which  they 
had  been,  whether  in  Flanders  or  el  fe where,  they  never 
knew  fo  long  and  hot  a  fire.  The  American  army  ex-' 
pended  nearly  all  their  ammunition,  and  had  but  about 
forty  rounds  a  man  left  them.  After  the  aftion>  the  ge- 
neral was  utidcr  the  neccffity  of  fending  not  only  for 
powder,  but  alfo  to  Albany  for  all  the  window  leads  and  ■ 
other  lead  that  could  be  gotten  for  the  making  of  huU 


*  Lieut,  col.  Kingfton  before  the  houfe  of  commons. 
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1777-  cpl.  Marfh^ii  *.  When  hp  come?  uppn  the  opCB  gr0un4 
he  is  perceived  by  a  Britifti  officer,  who  has  entered. 4c 
neighbouring  wood  with  his  foldiers,  and  is  upon  the 
point  of  overpowering  aii  American  regiment.  The 
Britifh  officer  quits  the  wood,  calls  out  to  hind  not  to 
fire  for  that  he  is  a  friend.     Marlhall  flifpeAs  it,  bqtthc 


i« 


dufk  of  the  evening  prevents  his  diftinguiihing  the  itr  I 
gimentals ;  he  therefore  orders  his  m.er>  to  make  ready,  I 
He  obferves  the  officer  direfting  his  foldiers,.  by  die  I 
motion  of  his  fword,  how  to  form ;  and-  at  length  # 
cerns  the  grenadier-caps,  on  which  he  calls  out  to  Im 
men  f re.  The  Bridfh  officer  falls,  and  after  a  whiktBe 
regiment  feeks  its  fafety  in.  a  retreat,  wjiich  tf  rfnjoatn 
the  aftion  in  this  quarter.  In  another  fpot,  the  Acpmr 
cans  give  way  to  the  Britilh  bayonet  and  quit  the  field 
Gen.  Reidefel,  by  exerting  himfelf,  brings  up  a  part  of 
the  left  wipg,  and  arrives  jjuft  in  time  to  charge  fomc 
of  the  Americans.  But  a  regiment  of  the  latter  lenuuns 
longed  on  the  field  of  batde,  by  cpiitinniiig  upon  it 
hours  after  the  aftion  totally  ceafes.  Liei|t.  cpL  Bnkpks, 
who  commands  the  eighth  Maffachufctts  regiment^  by 
order  of  gen.  Gates,  goes  to  the  left  of  all  the  Ameri- 
can troops,  fo  as  to  out  flank  the  Britifh,  when  he  forms 
*his  line;  but  perceives  troops  in  fi-pnt  of  hii^,  yAtm 
he  cannot  clearly  diftinguifli  becaufe  of  the  latenels  of 
the  evening,  and  the  duflc  being  increafcd  by  the  trees. 
They  foon  fire,  and  kill  one"  of  his  nrieib  ,  wouo^^itg. 
others;  on  which  he  imnfiediately  engages .  thexn/ and 
they^ive  way.  He  concludes  they  are  .Qeiftnaiu 'fiom 
the  brafs  cafes  oh  their  breaftsj  for  conts^iung  lidited 

*  He  was  licut.  col.  of  militia,  when  b^g^ve  evideoc^Jei^  di»  tM- 

of  th(^  foldiers  at  Bollon  in  1770.    Sqc^vol,  i.  p.  283, 
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match.  Brooks  remarking  that  the  other  American  re-  '777' 
giments  are  withdrawn^  and  that  he  cannot  be  fopporred 
in  cafe  the  enemy  advance  upon  him,  and  hearing  them 
talk  at  a  diftance,  changes  his  pofitionj  and  falls  back 
into  the  open  road  leading  to  the  camp,  and  there  re- 
mains. At  length  he  fends  to  Gates  for  orders  how  to 
aft,  who  direfts  him  to  return  into  campi  where  it  was 
before  apprehended  all  the  troops  had  collected  that 
had  been  in  adion.  It  is  neai^  upon  eleven  o'clock  at 
night  when  he  quits  the  ground  and  returns. 

The  Britiih  loft  in  this  aftion  rather  more  than  500 
in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners  *.  The  lofs  of  the 
Americans  was,  officers  included^  64  killed,. 217  wound-r  ; 
ed,  and  jiJ  miffing,  in  all  319  f.  None  of  their  right 
wing  or  cpntre  were  engaged,  excepting  Marlh  all's  re- 
giment. The  number  that  engaged  was  about  2500. 
Gates's  whole  army,  with  tlie  militia  prefent,  was  about 
7000.  Lincoln  had  not  dieii  joined  him  with  his  mili- 
tia; neither  was  he  in  the  aition,  but  at  or  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bennington.  Arnold's  divifion  was  out  in 
the  aftion,  but  he  himfelf  did  not  head  them;  he  re^^ 
mained  in  die  camp  the  whole  time.  The  foreign  ofj 
ficers  fciid,  that  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  they 
had  been^  whether  in  Flanders  or  el  fe where,  they  never 
knew  fo  long  and  hot  a  fire-  The  American  army  ex- 
pended nearly  all  their  ammunition,  and  had  but  about 
forty  rounds  a  man  left  them.  After  the  aftio;ij  the  ge-  • 
neral  was  under  the  neceffity  of  fending  not  only  for 
powder,  but  alfo  to  Albany  for  all  the  window  leads  and  ^ 
other  lead  that  could  be  gotten  for  the  making  of  buU 

*  Lieut,  col.  Kingflon  before  the  houfc  of  commons-  +  Tlie 

board  of  war. 
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^?77»kt$.  He  had  never  more  than  three  days  ptovXmrf 
flour  at  a  time ;  but  on  the  day  of  adiQn  t  «mif  luri 
noncj  for  it  4id  not  arrive  till  the  jzeth.  It  had. been 
Cpnftantly  the  praftice  of  gen.  Gates^  to  take  the  p 
caution  of  having  tht  baggage  loaded  everj  tooRiin^ 
and  of  being  ready  for  a  fuddcn  movement  i  ibme  rf 
the  Britifli  officers  not  knowing  this  ww  his  pnOm^ 
wrongly  inferred  from  it3  being  taken  the  mom^g  after 
the  adion,  that  he  was  apprehenfive  of  beirig  fiufiM^ 
and  of  being  obliged  to  give  way.  The  wfsii  mof 
however  difcovered  apprehenfion,  by  lying  aK  the  en* 
fuing  night  upon  their  arms,  at  fome  diftaaoe  fcMd  tb» 
field  of  batde.  The  next  day  they  took  a  pcrfition  ncrijf 
within  cannon  ihot  of  the  Americans^  and  IbrCiGed  ihdi» 
Fight.  The  engagement  anfwercd  fo  little  to:  the  ^Kft 
tations  of  their  Indian  auxiliarie$j  that  ai  freib  dcfati^^ 
among  them  took  place^^  in  this  feafon  of  daag^  mi 
diftrefs  -,  while  a  number  of  other  Indians  n^»airad  to 
the  American  camp.  The  laft  were  atteadii^  a  OeaQ^ 
with  the  American  commi(rioner$s  who»  findii^  di^ 
were  inclinable  to  engage  in  the  war,  prepaMda  fymdh^ 
^d  the  next  day  o0ered  them  the  war  bdt^  which  Wtt 
immediately  and  folemnly  accepted  by  warrion  oltha 
Qnddas,  Tufcaroras,  Onondagos,  and  Mc^^doft  Ott 
the  17  th  the  war  feaft  was  prepared,  at  which  tlie  bd» 
was  folemnly  accepted  by  the  whole,  Tht^-^Sthud 
J  9th  pafTed  in  equipping  them,  Being  infb«tiMd  Ae* 
19th  at  night,  that  the  American  army'  was  ^AgaMoL 
many  of  the  Indians  marched  off  without  dcla^r^.  aod  with» 
fuch  difpatch  as  to  reach  Gates  before  Aooa:  notf  cby, 
though  the  diftance  was  very  confidierable,  aod  by  njjoj^t 
the  remainder  arrived  in  camp  making  in  aJU  nyay  icq,. 
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The  proximity  of  the  two  armies  induced  the  Ame-  »777^ 
rican  general  to  redouble  his  ardor  in  ftrcngthening  feis 
left.     The  Americans  arc  expert  beyond  all  other  na- 
tions, in  the  mode  of  defence  by  intrenchment,  covered 
with  ftrong  abbaris  *.     From  the  ;oth  of  September  to 
the  7th  of  Oftober,  the  armies  were  fo  near^  that  not  a 
night  paffed  without  firing,  and  fomctimes  concerted  at- 
tacks upon  the  Bririlh  advanced  piquets.     No  foraging 
party  could  be  made  by  the  royal  troops,  -without  great 
detachments  to  cover  it.     It  was  the  American  plan  to 
harafs  the  enemy  by  conftant  alarms^*     Meanwhile,  J 
gen.  Lincoln^  agreeable  to  the  orders  fent  him,  marched  i 
toward  the  camp.     By  the  agth^  he  joined  Gates  with 
about  2O0O  militia. 

General  Burgoync  had,  from  the  beginning,  a  firm 
hope  of  being  poMmfully  fuccourcd  when  wanted,  and 
at  any  rate  of  being  met  and  joined  at  Albany^  by  a 
ftrong  force  from  the  army  at  New  York,  With  great 
difficulty  he  received,  on  the  2iftj  a  letter  in  cypher ' 
from  Sir  H.  Clinton,  informing  him,  that  the  latter  in- 
tended making  a  diverfion  on  the  North  river,  by  at- 
tacking Fort  Montgomery*  Though  this  fell  fhort  tJp 
the  aid  he  expeftcd,  he  hoped  it  might  afford  cflTentiaf 
fervice  by  obliging  Gates  to  divide  his  army.  He  re- 
turned the  meffenger  i  and  afterward  difpatched  two  offi- 
cers in  difguifcj  and  other  confidential  perfons,  all  fcpa^ 
rately  by  different  routes,  to  acquaint  Clinton  with  his 
exaft  fituation  and  condition,  and  to  prefs  him  urgentl7 
to  the  immediate  profecution  of  his  defign,  and  to  in- 
form )iim  that  in  point  of  provifion  he  could,  and  was 
determined  to  hold  his  prefent  pofition,  in  hope  of  fa- 

♦  Burgoync'a  State  of  tfac  Expodition  fjrora  Canadai       +  Idem* 

vorablc 
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XJ77.  vorable  events,  until  thQ  12th  of  0£tobcr»  The  Bridlh  I 
commander  had  to  encounter  difappointments  and  diffi- 
culties i  and  the  American  w^  not  exempted,.  The 
latter  wrote  to  gen.  Walbington  on  the  5th  of  O&dba, 
"  I  am  forry  to  repeat  to-  your  excellency  the  dUtreis  1 
have  fufFered  for  want  of  a  proper  fupply  of  muiket  car- 
tridges from  Springfield,  or  die  materials  to  make  theni. 
My  anxiety  alfo  on  account  of  provifions  has  l)eeA  .in- 
cxpreflible.  A  greater  error  has  not  been  committed 
this  war,  than  the  changing  the  comrm0arioc  in  dtf 
middle  of  the  campaign."  .'         . 

Sir  H.  Clinton's  intended.diverfion  did  not  coauneiice 
fo  foon  as  propofed ;  for  the  Britifh  .reinforcempi^  under 
gen.  Robertfon,  amounting  to  near  2900  men^  did  not 
arrive  from  Europe  till  about  the  beginning  of  Odz)bcr. 
They  were  three  months  on  their  paflagej  owing  partly 
to  contrary  winds,  and  partly  to  their  being  on  bovd 
heavy  failing  Dutch  bottoms.  Had  they  armed  a 
month  fooner,  the  ftate  of  affairs  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  widely  different.  When  they,  did .  anive, 
Clinton  loft  no  time  in  employing  them.  .  Nuijtibqsof 
th?m  were  immediately  removed  to  proper  veflels,.  and 
joined  in  the  expedition  againft  the  forts  in  the  highlands. 
The  arrangements  being  made,  he  proceeded  up  die 
Nordi  river  with  about  4000  men  -,  arid  landed  on  die 
fourth  of  Oftober  at  Tarry- towni  meaning  to  excite  an 
apprehenfion  in  gen.  Putnam,  that  his  po^  at  PeekV 
kiU  was  the  objeft.  A  thoufand  continental  trqops  had 
been  Jefthim,  wherewith  to.  defend  it,  but  the  efij^d^ycs 
were  fewer :  he  had  made  repeated  application  for  mill- 
tu  from  New  York  ftate  and  Connedicut,  but  had  been 
joined  by  very  few,  they  having  been  palled  awav.i^KKi 
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an  expedition  againfl-  the  royal  force  on  Rhode  Ifland,  i^^j. 
At  eight  at  nighty  he  wrote  to  gov.  Clinton,  and  in^ 
formed  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  Britini,  and  what  he 
thought  was  their  deftination-  The  governoFj  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  letter,  penetrated  his  name-fake's  defign^ 
prorogued  the  aflembly  the  next  day;  and  haft-ened  to 
Fort  Montgomery,  where  he  arrived  at  night.  The  royal 
troops  were  fecretly  transferred  acroft  the  river^  and  dif- 
pofitions  made,  for  an  aflault  upon  the  forts,  on  the  fixth. 

The  American  adyanced  party  is  attacked  by  the  ^^ 
jcnemy  at  Doodle- town,  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
from  Fort  Montgomery,  They  receive  the  enemy's 
fire,  and  retreat  to  Fort  Clinton.  The  enemy  then  ad- 
vance to  the  weft  fide  of  the  mountain,  to  attack  tlic 
Americans  in  the  rear.  Gov.  Clinton  orders  out  a  de- 
tachment of  loo  men  toward  Doodle-town>  and  another 
•of  60  with  a  brafs  field  piece^  to  3  very  good  Jpot  on  a 
different  rood.  They  are  both  attacked  foon  by  tli£ 
enemy's  whole  force,  and  obliged  to  give  way  ;  but  be-r 
have  with  fpirit^  and  retreat  with  great  ordtri;  till  they 
reach  the  fort.  The  governor  immediately  pofts  his 
men  in  the  rnoft  advantageous  nnanner^  but  it  is  not 
many  minutes  before  his  poft,  as  weii  as  Fort  Clinton, 
is  invaded  on  all  fides.  He  is  fummoned,  when  the 
fun  is  about  an  hour  highj  to  furrender  in  five  minutes; 
but  refufes.  In  about  ten  minutes  afcer^  the  Britifh 
make  a  general  and  defperate  attack  on  both  pofts,  which 
is  received  with  fpirit.  Officers  and  men,  as  well  militia 
as  continental,  behave  wclh  A  moft  inceflant  fire  is 
kept  up  till  dufk,  when  the  aflailed  are  overpowered  by 
numbers,  who  force  the  Jines  and  redoubts  ^t  both  polls* 
Not  a  few  of  the  Americans  fight  their  way  out^  9th^^ 

\  mix 
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1775,  mix  with  the  enemy,  and  (o  mAke  tihcir  efbqic,  kfiowfa^ 
ail  the  avenues  in  the  motintiuhs,  and  being  ftvored  bf 
the  night  The  governor,  and  hb  brodicr  gcn,  Jamft 
Clinton,  who  is  wounded,  but  not  datigerouOjr^  get  dc* 
off.  The  former  is  joined  the  ftcxt  day  bjr  becber  diai  li 
200  of  the  garrifon;  and  is  in  expe£bEtion  of  many  mat 

The  whole  garriibn  confifted  of  buft  600  meir,  Bdc 
one  half  of  whom  had  bayonec^i  'whereMl4&  t6  dppofe 
tliofe  of  the  enemy,  whofe  repeated  aiGtilIts  uMi  tilt 
weapon  at  length  prevailed.  When  h  was  eViddit  that 
the  enemy  meant  an  attack  uixm  thefe  ptiSbri  ^spBeattoii 
was  made  for  a  reinforcement  from  F^dc's^^kifl;  brt 
through  miftake,  and  the  treachery  rff  Ch«  iffuing  ate- 
mifiary  at  Fort  Montgonntery,  it  was  ntff  feftt  m  dfWj 
the  forts  were  carried  while  it  W%»  cf6fiing  tiie  rfvcf, 
Which  occafioned  its  return.  A  feaioDiM^  '^f^pty  of  jfb6 
men  might  have  feoired  them*  They  wftti  im  ib6ner  1 
loft,  but  Fort  Conftitution  wa^  demcdiihcxi  ttidldUt  the 
OTders  of  the  governor,  and  wiiiioM  firft  iviMbVi^g'  tfce 
artillery  and  ftores.  The  Americana  fet  fire  aib*  l**** 
fine  new  frigates,  and  fome  oiJher  vel&lk^  vvlkftlh  inA 
their  guns  and  ftores  were  all  c^i&tti6&.  G^ta  Tryon 
was  fent  off  with  a  detachment,  and  ^i^koftA  t  flcVfel- 
tkment,  called  Condnentat-viU^^  which  CdAttuned 
barracks  for  1500  men,  befide  manyftdxcf.     . 

The  cannon,  ftores,  ammuniddn,  &:e.  takert  Md  de« 
ftroyed  by  the  Britifh,  were  vcry=  ebnfidci^Mie  j.  but  die 
main  advantage  obtained  by  them,  was  die  opieiung  of  the 
pafTage  up  the  North  riven  This  h4d  htett  obflwiQed 
by  a  boom  and  chain  running  acrofs  the  rWfeiP  fixkn  Fert 
Montgomery.  The  chain  weighed'  fb^w  fifty  tbtts,  iloA. 
the  links  ware  about  two  vd  a  half  inehes  fipnue.  Thfirt 

vai 
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was  another  inferior  boom  near  Fort  Conftitution.  Thefe  1777. 
booms  and  chain  coft  the  Americans  an  amazing  deal  of 
labor,  and  more  than  fifty  thoufand  pound  fterling,  as 
is  fuppofed,  in  paper  continental  money.     The  redudion 
of  the  forts  put  the  Bridlh  into  immediate  poffefiion  of 
the  power  of  removing  thefc  obftmftionsj  and  of  palling 
up  to  Albany,     Gen.  Pumam  was  in  fuch  expeftatioa 
of  their  improving  this  advantage,  that  he  wrote  to  gen. 
Gates  on  the  8th>  "  I  cannot  flatter  you  or  myfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  preventing  the  enemy's  advancing,  there-- 
fore  prepare  for  the  worft,"     The  next  day  he  faid, 
*^  The  Connefticut  militia  came  in  yefterday,  and  the 
day  before  in  great  numbers^  but  am  fbrry  to  fay,  they 
already  begin  to  run  away.     The  enemy  can  take  a  fair 
wind,  and  with  their  flat- bottomed  boats^  which  have 
a^U  fails,  go  to  Albany  or  Half  Moon  with  great  expe^ 
ditioHj  and  I   believe  without  any  oppofition/'     Half 
Moon  is  fixteen  miles  below  where  Gates  was  encamped. 
The  fame  day  a  ipy  was  brought  before  gov.  Clinton, 
and  confeffed — *^  That  he  was  charged  by  Sir  Henry 
to  go  to  Burgoyne  and  acquaint  him,  riiat  on  Monday, 
the  6th,  he  ftormed  and  carried  the  forts  with  the  lofs 
of  lieut,  coh  Campbellj  majors  Grant  and  Sill  flain; 
befides  a  number  of  other  officer^,  and  upward  of  300 
rank  and  file,  killed  and  wounded  ; — That  a  number  of 
people  were  empkyed,  who  went  conftandy  from  one 
army  to  the  other  : — That  gen.  Clinton  intended  to  pufh 
up  the  river  i-^^nd  that  a  capt.  Campbell  of  Burgoy^ie's 
army,  lately  arrived  with  difpatciies  to  Sir  Henry,  and 
fet  off  on  his  return,  the  Wednefday  morningj  with  the, 
news  of  the  redu(5tk>n  of  Fort  Montgomery,''    The 
captain  however^  did  not  get  back  to  Burgoyne  till  the 
S  night 
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1777.  night  before  the  convention  was  figncA.     The  ip7<U^| 
not  mention  the  death  of  count  Graboufki,,  a  Polifli 
nobleman,  who  was  killed  in  the  attack^  while  a£Htag  as 
aid-de-camp  to  Sir  Henry  Cfinton. 

Let  us  now  attend  the  motions  of  ^ns.  Burgoyiic  and 
Gates.  In  the  beginning  of  Oftobcr,  the  Bridfli  com- 
mander judged  it  expedient  to  leflen  the  fbldiers  radons 
of  provilion,  to  which  they  fubmitted  with  cheerfulnds. 
Things  continued  in  this  ftate  with  the  royal  anriy  tiD 
oa.  the  7  th,  when  no  intelligence  having  been  received  of 
^*  the  expefted  co-operation,  and  four  or  five  days  fin*  their 
limited  ftay  in  the  camp  only  remaning,  it  was  thought 
advifable  to  make  a  movement  to  the  left  of  thp  Ame- 
ricans, not  only  to  difcover  \^ether  there  was  any  pot 
fible  mean  of  forcing  a  paflage,  fhould  it  be  nece^ry 
to  advance,  or  of  diflodging  them  for  the  convenience 
of  a  retreat ;  but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  the  irmy  in 
the  greateft  diftrefs  by  the  prefent  fcarcity. 

Before  gen.  Gates  has  gained  any  knowledge  of  diii 
intended  movement,  he  has  ordered  out  a  party  of  about 
300  men  in  the  morning :  foon  after  he  cUre<5ts  licut;' 
col.  Brooks  to  repair  to  head  quarters,  when  he  gives 
him  the  command  of  them,  and  defires  him  to  cdl  be-" 
tween  one  and.  two  o'clock  for  pardcular   dife£Hons.' 
The  party  is  deftined  to  go  into  the  rear   of  *  Bur-' 
goyne,  to  drive  in  his  out  pofts,   and  to   occalGon  an 
alarm,   which  Gates   means   to  take  advantage-  o^ "  if 
opportunity  offers.     But  unknown  to  hirtlV  a  -royal  de- 
tachment of  1500  regular '  troops,  vnih  two-  twelve' 
pounders,  two  howitzers,  and  fix  {bs-pbuhders,  are  oar-' 
dered  to  move,  being  commanded  by  Bui^goyhe  m  pfer-^ 
fon,  feconded  by  gens,  Phillips,  Rcidefel^  mSL'FnasrJ 
4  The 
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;  The  guard  of  the  camp  upon  the  high  grounds  is  com-  i77> 
•  mitted  to  gens.  Hamilton  and  Spccht ;  that  of  the  re- 
doubts and  plain  near  the  river  to  brigadier  Galh  The 
force  of  the  Americans  in  front  is  thought  to  befo  much- 
fuperior,  that  it  is  not  judged  fafe  to  augment  the  de- 
tachment beyond  the  number  ftated. 

While  Brooks  is  waiting  at  the  American  head  quar- 
ters, a  fergeant  arrives  with  an  account  of  the  motion 
of  the  royal  detachment;  which  is  fpeedily  confirmed, 
On  this  the  party  he  was  to^  have  commanded  is  dif- 
mifTed ;  and  the  officers  and  men  prefent  are  ordered  to 
their  pofts.  Burgoyne's  fcouting  parties  are  driven  in 
by  col.  Morgan's  riflemen  and  the  corps  of  light  infan- 
try ;  but  his  troops  continue  advancing,  and  are  formed 
within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  Gates's  left.  The 
artillery  is  pofted  on  a  clear  fpot  of  ground,  in  a  great 
meafure  furrounded  by  woods,  the  two  medium  twelve 
pounders  on  a  fmall  eminence,  nearly  in  the  centre  of 
it.  The  irregulars  are  pufht  on  through  by-ways  to 
gain  the  American  rear,  and  to  keep  them  in  check.^ 
Gen.  Arnold,  who  has  mounted  his  horft,  receives  a 
meflage  from  Gates,  direfting  him  to  be  cautious,  for 
that  he  apprehends  Burgoyne  defigns  to  make  his  main  ^ 
attack  on  the  right.  Arnold  Ihows  much  difpleafure  ac 
it,  exprefies  himfelf  improperly,  and  fiiys,  "  I  will  bef 
anfwerable  for  confequences,"  He  orders  out  Cilly's 
New  Hamplhire  regiment  with  others,  and  foon  follows* 
them.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^  the  Ame- 
rican column  approaches  the  royal  detachment ;  and  is 
immediately  fired  upon  by  the  twelve  pounders  and  the 
four  fix  pounders  5  notwithftanding  which,  the  merl  draw 
up  along  the  Ikirts  of  the  woods  behind  trees>  about  200 

yards 
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2777.  yards  diftant  from  the  artillery.  Thcf  fiOke  a  l«f  I 
fudden  and  rapid  attack  upon  the  Brit&Qi  gretOidier^ 
who  are  pofted  to  iupport  the  left  "witig  of  che  lint. 
I  Major  Ackland  at  the  head  of  them  iuftains^  dtis  fient 
I  attack  with  great  refblution.  Gen.  Gates  having  ordcnd 
out  more  regiments,  the  number  of  the  AmeriouKS 
enables  them  foon  to  extend  the  attack  along,  the  whde 
front  of  the  Germans^  who  are  pofted  knmediaiely  oi 
the  right  of  the  grenadiers.  It  is  therefore  impniffi- 
x:able  to  remove  any  of  the  Germans^  for  the  parpA 
of  forming  a  fecond  liiie  to  the  flank,  whefc  the  ftrtcft 
of  the  fire  lies.  The  right  is  itiU  unengaged  1  but  it  is 
obferved,  that  the  Americans  are  marching  is^  Ittge  corpl 
round  their  flank  in  order  to  cut  off  their  rtocutu  To 
oppofe  this  bold  and  dangerous  attempt,  die  li^  in- 
fkntry^  with  a  part  of  the  24th  regiment^  which  are 
joined  with  them  at  the  pod,  are  direfkedto  ferm  aic* 
cond  Une,  in  order  to  cover  the  retreat  of^^the  troops 
into  camp-  While  this  movement  is  in  ffoet&i  tht 
Americans  pu(h  forward  a  fi^fh  and  ftrong  nMfatte* 
ment  to  renew  the  a£tion  on  Burgoyne's  lefrf  which  it 
totally  overpowered  and  compeUed  to  ^vo  waj^ :  otf  tUs 
tiie  light  infantry  and  24th  regiment^  are  obi^ge4>  bf  ^ 
quick  movementj  to  attempt  faving  that  ymig  fivMt  be* 
ing  totaUy  ruined ;  but  in  doing  it  gem  Fraocr  »  mxx* 
tally  wounded.  The  fituation  of  the  detachmeM  is  dmv 
exceeding  critical ;  but  the  danger  to  which  the  Jkm 
ape  expofed,  is  ftiU  more  alarming.  Gcnftr  Pfttilipg^  and 
Reidefel  are  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat  f  and  theft 
troops^  which  are  neareft  or  nooft  difengaged^  jctmi  li 
fa(t  as  they  can  for  the  defence  of  the  MbMr  A 
after  &ve^  ia  the  height  of  the  ^sQion^  liftB.-«BL 
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ty  Gates's  oaler,  quits  the  camp  at  the  head  of  col.  ^777* 
Michael  Jacklba*s  regiment,  and  direjSs  his  march  to 
tlie  waimeft  fire.  On  advancing  into  the  field,  he  finds 
the  royal  detachment  has  given  way  in  all  quarters,  and 
Arnold  pufhing  with  Paterfon's  brigade  for  the  work$ 
poffeiTed  by  the  Britifh  light  infantry  aflifted  by  fpme  of 
the  line,  wiio  have  juft  tluowu  diemfelves  into  the  fame, 
with  great  precipitation,  by  means  of  a  circuitous  re- 
treat. The  brigade  has  a  large  abliatis  to  crofs,  and 
rnany  other  obftruiSions  to  furmount,  in  the  face  of  ^ 
braye  enemy,  occupying  works  advantageoufly  conftruft^- 
ed  and  completed^  it  is  therefore  at  length  compel^ 
led  to  retire.  But  during  the  contefV>  Jackfon's  regi- 
ment paffing  the  rear  of  the  brigade,  falls  into  the  tire 
pa  its  left,  having  in  front  two  Itockade  redoubts  oc- 
cupied by  fome  Canadians,  and  the  left  of  the  works  in 
which  are  the  German  grenadiers  under  coh  Breyman. 
At  fome  confiderablediftance  on  the  left  of  Brooks  are 
Weflbn's  regiment,  Morgan's  corps,  and  the  York 
troops.  Paterfon*s  brigade  failing,  Arnold  leaves  it, 
and  comes  to  Jackfon's  regiment,  which  he  orders  in- 
ftantly  to  advance,  and  attack  the  lines  and  redoubts  in 
front.  Brooks  commands  two  platoons  from  rhe  right 
to  attack  die  llockades  ;  they  move  with  great  rapidity, 
carry  the  point  with  charged  bayonets,  and  fuffer  ]  it  tic 
more  than  the  lofs  of  two  lieutenants  killed.  The  re- 
giment inftantly  makes  an  aflault  on  the  mahi  lines^ 
though  manned  with  double  its  number.  Arnold  hav- 
ing given  Brooks  his  orders,  palTes  on  to  the  lefti  ajid 
having  ordered  the  Americans  there  to  make  a  general 
affauk,  returns  to  Jackfon's  regiment,  the  left  of  whigh 
has  arrived  at  the  works  >  and  a  finall  ^ally-port  pre- 
Vol,  IK  O  q  fcwyig, 
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'777»  fenting,  Arnold  and  a  part  of  the  left  platoon  pais  through 
together.  The  enemy  retire  firing,  and  gun  their  tents 
about  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  the  works ;  but  finding 
the  affault  is  general,  they  give  one  fire,  and  eidver  re- 
treat to  the  Britifh  camp  or  throw  down  their  ilrms.  By 
this  laft  fire  Arnold  is  wounded,  and  a  lergeant  df  Jidc- 
fon^s  regiment,  (landing  near  the  general,  kificd.  Otf 
ders  are  given  by  Burgoyne  for  the  recovery  of  the  in- 
trenchments  of  the  German  referve  j  but  they  arc  not 
executed,  and  the  Americans  remain  in  pofleffion  of  n 
opening  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the  royal  army;  The 
night  puts  an  end  to  the  aftion.  .     :     * 

The  heat  of  it,  with  fmall  arms,  lafted  about  forty 
minutes ;  but  the  cannonading  continued  after  the  rofi 
detachment  had  given  way*    In  the  courfe  of  itj  a  iQioC 
pafled  through  gen.  Burgoyne's  hat,  and  another  tore 
his  waiftcoat.    A  battalion  of  Brunfwiekers  ran,  duxigti 
not  one  of  them  was  killed,  and 'would  never  cbnne  or 
again  *.     To  this  mifbehaviour  fome  may  be  ready  to 
afcribe  the  want  of  fuccefs  on  the  fide  \t>f  the  Britifb, 
and  as  a  confequence  of  it,  the  lofs  of  the  "wlx^  tmny. 
Whatever  fuch  mifbehaviour  might'  contribute  tomutl 
the  event,  the  bravery  of  the  Americans  had  certainly  si 
'  very  confiderable  (hare  in  it.    The  royal  detadmeot 
was  driven  by  them  near  upon  two  miles,  and  had  fi:arce 
entered  the  camp,  when  it  was  fliormcd  by^thcin  widi 
great  fury ;  for  they  ruflied  on  to  the  lines  na&r  one 
of  the  heavieft  cannonades  of  artillery,  grape  Ihot  and 
rifle  fire  ever  beheld,  and  never  gave  way  tilt  thcyrinct 
the  Briti{h  grenadiers.     Some  of  theBrkffli  officers  wot 
aftonifhed  at  hearing  the  fire  of  the  American' muflketfy  I 
*  Captain  Money's  declaration  in  the  hoiile  irfrrtinriwiM. 
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kept  up  with  fuch  vigor  and  conftancy>  after  undergo-  '777' 
ihg  fo  heavy  a  fire  of  artillery  *.     One  of  the  braveft  of 
them  I  is  ready  to  declare*  thar,  whenever  he  has  been  | 
oppofcd  to  the  Americans,  they  have  fought  with  cou-  j 
rage  and  obflinacy.     He  found  it  fo  in  the  above  aftion.   \ 
Gen.  Arnold  was  next  to  military  mad.     He  appeared^    1 
in  the  heat  of  the  engagement,    ib  befide  himfelf  as 
fcarce  to  know  what  he  did.     He  ftruck  feveral  of  die    ■ 
ofEcers  with  his  fword,  without  any  apparent  reaibn  ^  I 
and  when  they  told  him  of  it  the  next  day,  nneaning  to  ! 
remonftrate  and  require  fadsfaftion,  he  declared  he  re-  ', 
coUefted  nothing  at  all  of  it,  and  was  forry  if  it  was  fb,   ; 
Some  of  his  orders  were  exceedingly  ralh  and  injudi-  f 
cious,  and  argued  thoughtlefsnefs  rather  than  courage  ;J;.  | 
His  attack  upon  the  Britifh^  varied  fo  from  eftablilhed 
military  maxims,  that  the  royal  ofEcers  inferred  from  i^ 
that  gen.  Gates  did  not  perfonally  command  in  the  ac- 
tion.    Gates  remained  for  the  moft  part  in  the  camp, 
as  on  the  19th  of  September,  that  he  might  the  better 
guide  the  general  operations,  and  give  the  neceflary  di- 
redlions  as  they  were  wanted-     Arnold's  left-handed  va- 
riation, might  however  contribute  gready  toward  ob* 
taining  the  victory.     The  Briti(h  have  been  at  length 
taught  by  experience,   that  neither  American  attacks^ 
nor  refiftance,  are  to  be  defpifed. 

Nothing  could  eafily  exceed  the  diftrefs  and  calamity 
of  the  royal  army,  when  the  day  was  clofed.  The  Ame-r 
ricans  halted  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  them ;  and  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  night,  gen,  Lincoln 
(who,   during  the   aftion,    was   in  the   centre  of  the 

**  Idem.  +  Earl  of  Balcarras,  J  licntp  cd.  Erookt 
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^777"  encampment,  commanding  within  th6  works)  marched 
witli  his  divifion  to  relieve  the  troops  that  had  bcch  en- 
gaged, and  to  poffeCs  the  ground  they  had  g^ned.    The 
fltuation  of  the  Briti(h  made  a  total  dkxngt  of  pofitioff 
ft'eeefiary"  to  fecnre  tfiem  from  certain  -  deftruAibfi.   ^t 
was  exe'citted  ckiritrg  the  night,  widit  a  grhtt  degtte  of 
coolnefsr  (ilenci*,  order  and'  intrepidkjr.     ft  was  a  gclic* 
t^l  rerhdve  of  the  whole  army,  of  the  cmhp  anrf  art^fery, 
from  its  late  grotmd,  to  the  heights  aboi^e  the  fiiolpial; 
with  the  defign/  by  an  ent^e  change  of  di&  £tMit^  of 
reducing  th^  Ameri^ansy  if  pdfllble,  to  the  needfity  of 
forming  a  new  difpofition.     This  remove  was  acoom*' 
l^Uftied  withoijit  any  lo6  whatcrer^    The  day  of  aftioi» 
proved  htBl  tc^  ntimbers^    The  officers  itdfiered  exceed-' 
ftigly.     Several,  who  had  b^M  g^-ieronlly'  mrotinded'  itf 
the  former  action,:  aod  difdained  abfence  hotn  dttiger, 
ifrere  again  weunded.    Befide  geh^  Fhmnv  Sir  James 
Clarke  Btirgpyite's  akl-  de  camp^.  was  mcurtaUy  wouade^ 
and  taken  prifoher.'    Major  Williams  of  tiit  attflkryy 
and  major  Aeklandy  were  alfo  takM^  f&e  latter  being 
wounded.    L^ieiit.  col.*  Breyihan  wais  killed  Whdn  die  in- 
trehchment  where  he  commanded  was  ibrcecL  •    The 
lifts  df  killed  alid  wounded^,  diough  aif^wedly  iifa^ierfeft, 
and  hot  ihdudir^  the  Germans,  aHr  very  tcd^dcnfak. 
The  lofs  of  the  Americans  was  trifling  both  m  ttoieti  and 
itifHcers.    They  teok  officers  and  pritatles^.ijtl'tfae  amount 
of  rather  itidre  than  (lOO;  befide  9  pitfise^  of  bhds  artil- 
lery, aad  the  mcampmait  of  a  German  bl^iuie  whh  aB 
their  equipage.  But  what  was  of  die  utmoft  con&qjiidiGey 
they  obuuned  a  largi  fupply  of  ammunitioa  fitmi  mntig 
the  fpoils  of  die  field,  under  an  oxcefllve  fciuttaicy.d' 
which  they  had  Itfng  labored.    The  iam»  jCM^ 
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regiments,  from  gens.  Glover  and  Paterfoa*s  brigades, 
together  with  a  ftrong  brigade  of  New  Hampfhire  mi- 
litia, and  Green  Mountain  boys,  alias  Vermont  militia. 

The  royal  troops  were  under  arms  the  whole  day  q{0^. 
the  8  th,  in  continual  txpcftation  of  an  adion,  and  were 
cannonaded  during  the  greatcrt  part  of  it ;  but  all  that 
happened  was  a  fuccefTion  of  ft:irnniihes,  which  occaC-  ' 

pncd  lofs  on  both  fides.     Gen.  Lincoln  was  wounded  in 
his  leg  by  a  random  flior  of  the  enemy,  as  riding  hx 
company  with  gen,.  Gates*     About  fun  fct^  the  corpfe  > 
of  gen.  Frazer  was  brought  np  the  hill,  attended  only  i 
by  the  officers  who  had  lived  in  his  famil}%  for  he  de*  ! 
fired  it  might  be  carried,  without  paradcj  by  the  foldien  I 
.of  his  corps  to  the  great  redoubt,  and  there  buried.     It  I 
jieceflarily  paiTed  within  view   of  both  aroiies;    gens. 
Phillips,  Reidefel  and  Burgoyne,  ftaading  together,  were 
jftruck  with  the  humility  of  the  proceflloa.     Their  con- 
forming to  that  privacy  which  had  been  rcqtieftcd,  might , 
be  conftrued  into  negleft.     They  could  neither  endure 
that  refleftion,  nor  reftrain  their  natural  propenfity  t0' 
pay  their  laft  attention  to  his  remains.     TKey  followed 
jhe  corpfe  to  the  grave.    The  incelfant  cannonade  during 
the  folemnity  i-^-the  Heady  attitude,  and  unaltered  voice 
with  which  the  chaplain  officiated,  though  frequently 
covered  with  duft,  thrown  up  on  all  fides  of  him  by  the 
ftiot  :-rthe  mute  but  expreffiye  mixture  of  fenfibility 
^nd  indignation  upon  every  C9untenrince  : — together  with 
fhc  growing  duiki  nefs  of  tlie  evening,  may  be  hereafte;' 
defcribed  by  the  pen   of  the  jBritJfli  commander,   as    ' 
marking  a  charadler  of  that  junihire^  which  makes  one 
pf  thp  fiiv^ft  lul>}eds  for  the  pencil  q(^  mafter,  that  the 
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1777,^'ficld  ever  exhibited  *.  But  had  gen.  Burgoyfie  ac- 
■quainted  the  American  commander  with  the  intended 
proceflion,  the  fcenery  would  have  been  yaried ;  for 
■  Gates,  inftead  of  admitting  the  cannonade,  would  ra- 
ther have  ordered  minute  guns  to  have  been  fired  in  ho- 
nor to  the  dcceafcd ;  and  could  he  have  gained  in  time 
.  the  knowledge  of  what  was  going  forward,  woiild  un- 
doubtedly have  filenced  the  former. 

General  Gates,  previous  to  the  a^ion,  pofted  1400 
Americans  on  the  heights  oppofite  the  ford  of  Saratoga, 
and  2000  in  the  rear  to  prevent  a  retreat  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward J  afterward  on  the  8th,  he  polled  1500  at  the  find 
higher  up.  Gen.  Burgoyne,  having  received  intelli- 
gence of  it,  and  apprehending  that  Gates  meant  to  tuni 
his  right,  which  when  efFefted  would  have  endbied  him 
completely,  refolved  on  an  immediate  retreat  to  Sara- 
toga. The  army  began  to  move  at  nine  o'dock  at 
night,  and  the  movement  was  made  without  Iblsi;  but 
the  hofpital  with  the  fick  and  wounded,  wad  neccflarily 
abandoned.  In  this  inftance,  as  well  as  in  cvefjr  other 
which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranfafUons^'  Gates 
behaved  with  fuch  attention  and  humanity,  to  all  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  threw  into  his  hands,  as  does  honcx 
to  his  charafter.  The  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the 
ftarving  condition  of  the  cattle  for  want  of  forage,  to- 
gether with  one  inceflant  rain,  like  a  continued  thunder 
Ihower  from  about  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  odi  till 
long  after  the  day  clofed,  and  other  difficulties,  prevented 
the  army's  reaching  Saratoga,  though  no  more  thin  about 
fix  miles  diftant,  before  night,  and  then  worn  down  with 
cxceffive  fatigue.  During  the  rain  a  body  of  iiuGtia 
♦  Burgoyne's  State. 
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continued  their  marchj  and  got  in  above  Gates's  army,  ^777- 
but  fome  way  below  Fort  Edward.  Gates  being  in- 
formed of  their  arrival,  ordered  thenn  imnaediately  to 
the  fort-  They  arrived  there  the  next  morning  early^ 
about  two  or  three  hours  before  a  detachnrient  fent  off 
by  Eurgoyne  to  poffefs  that  poft  could  get  up  to  lu 
The  detachment  finding  it  occupied  by  the  Americans, 
returned  much  difpirited. 

When  the  royal  artillery  and  army  had  pafltd  the  fords 
of  the  Fifh-kill  creek>  a  httle  to  the  northward  of  Sa- 
ratoga on  die  morning  of  the  loth,  they  found  a  body 
of  Americans  already  arrived^  who  retired  at  their  apt- 
proach  over  a  ford  of  Hudfon's  river,  and  there  joined 
a  greater  force,  ftationed  to  prevent  the  paflage  of  the 
Britifh.  No  hope  remained,  but  that  of  efFefting  a  re- 
treat at  leaft  to  Fort  George,  Artificers  were  fent  for^ 
ward  to  repair  the  bridges;  but  they  were  not  long  de- 
parted from  the  camp  with  a  ilrong  efcort,  when  the 
fudden  appearance  of  the  Americans,  on  the  oppofite 
heights,  with  an  apparent  preparation  to  pals  the  Fiftix 
kill,  and  bring  on  an  engagement,  rendered  it  neceflary 
to  recall  the  47  th  regiment,  and  Frazcr^  markfmen — 
thefe  with  Mackoy's  provincials  farmed  the  efcort.  The 
workmen  h:id  only  commenced  the  repair  of  the  firft 
bridge,  when  they  were  abandoned  by  their  provincial 
guard,  who  ran  away  and  left  them  to  iliift  for  them- 
felves,  upon  a  flight  attack  of  m  inconfiderable  party 
pf  Americans. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nth,  gen.  Gates  called  theOe^ 
general  officers  togcdier,  and  informed  them  of  his  hav-   *  *• 
ing  received  certain  intelligence,  which  might  be  de- 
pended uponj,  that  the  main  body  of  Burgoyne's  ^mny 
'  O  0  4  wai 
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J  777- was  rnarched  off  for  Fort  Edward  with  vAikt  dftjjr  could 
take,  and  that  a  rear  guard  only  was  left  iii  the  camp, 
who  after  a  while  were  to  pu(h  off  as  fall  as  pciESbk^ 
leaving  the  heavy  baggage  behind.  On  this  it  was  con- 
cluded to  advance,  and  attack  the  camp  in  half  to  hour. 
The  officers  repaired  immediately  to  their  reQseftiVe 
commands.  Gen.  Nixon's,  being  the  ddeft  brigade, 
croffed  the  Saratoga  creek  firft.  Unknown  to  the  Ame- 
ricans, Burgoyne  had  a  line  formed  behind  a  pared  of 
brufli  wood,  to  fupport  the  poft  of  ardUefy^  where  die 
others  meant  to  make  their  attack.  G«n.*01overwas 
upon  the  point  of  following  Nixon.  Jidtas  he  entered 
the  water,  he  faw  a  Britifh  foldier  making  a€f6&  "vdionl 
he  called  and  examined.  The  foldier  faid^^e  had  dc- 
ferted,  that  he  belonged  to  the  buBock  guard. ^the  gcbrd 
placed  6ver  the  cattle)  and  riiat  he  Was  going  to  tbc 
Americans.  Glover  afked  him  about  Burgcqrrie^  aniiy« 
The  foldier  anfWered,  it  is  encamped  the  fame  as  days 
pad.  Glover  tgld  him—"  If  you  isurt  found  attempdng 
to  deceive  me,  you  fliall  be  hung  in  half  an  hour  j  but 
if  you  fpeak  nothing  but  the  trdth,  yoti  fhall  foer  pro* 
tefted  and  meet  with  good  ufage."  Htj  then  iflibed'hihi 
— "  Have  not  numbers  been  feht  off  to  Fort  Ed«aid?" 
The  deferter  replied — "  A  friiall  detachment  twte  fefit 
off  a  day  or  two  ago,  but  are  returned  bn  findilSg  tfifc 
paffes  occupied  by  the  Americans,  sftid.  thfc  >Mi61e  Vftijr 
is  now  in  camp."  Glover,  though  the  jtuuor'dffieftr  tt> 
Nixon,  fent  off  immediately  to  him,  to  'dcfltt  'ftfid'it* 
crofs  the  creek;  and  at  the  laihe -timed^pnefiAd'hb 
aid  de  camp,  with  the  deferter  bclund  hiih  tih  Iftiiil^adt 
to  Gates;  who  having  examined  thc'feldfcr,  WiSal 
away  the  aid  decamp,  the  idjittSfrfghiferf^ 

to 
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to  countermand  the  former  orders  and  prevent  the  at-J777* 
tack.  Gen.  Nixon  upon  Glover's  meffage  retreated i 
but  before  he  had  recrolTed,  the  fog  cleared  off,  and  the 
rear  of  his  brigade  was  galled  by  the  enemy's  cannon^ 
which  killed  feveral  of  his  men.  Before  the  orders  Jron* 
gen.  Gates  arrived,  the  Britilhdeferttr's  information  was 
confirmed  by  like  intelligence  from  a  German  deferter*.  < 
Glover's  meflage  was  received  by  Nbton  in  the  ^critical 
moment  j  a  quarter  of  an  hour  later  would  probably  [ 
have  proved  fatal  to  his  whole  brigade,  and  given  a  turn 
to  affairs  in  favor  of  the  royal  army*  On  incidents  of 
this  kind  may  depend  the  rife  and  fall  of  mighty  king- 
doms, and  the  far  diftant  future  transfer  of  power,  glory 
and  riches,  of  arts  and  fclences,  from  Europe  to  Ame- 
rica, Are  they  blind  unmeaning  cafualties  ?  Or  are  they 
the  direft  orderings  of  a  Divine  Being,  for  the  eftabliih-^ 
ment  of  his  own  purpofe,  by  a  fuperintending  Provi- 
dence, amid  the  jarring  devices  of  mortals  ? 

Gates  after  a  viftory  acknowledged  in  general  orders 
a  Providence,  but  did  not  prefume  upon  ity  fo  as  to 
negleft  the  dilates  of  human  prudence.  That  he 
tnight  fecure  all  the  advantages  of  the  fuccefsful  aftion 
on  the  yth,  he  applied  to  the  New  Hampfhire  afiem- 
bly  for  more  troops.  The  fpeaker,  John  Langdon 
clq;  Upon  receiving  the  applicatioHj  immediately  pro- 
pofed  that  the  aflembly  ftiould  adjourn,  and  that  as 
many  of  the  members  as  could,  fhnuld  fet  off  dirc6tly 
as  volunteers  for  the  camp,  taking  with  them  all  the 
men  they  could  colieft ;  which  was  agreed  to^  and  done 
by  hifttfelf  and  others, 

*  General  Glovci'a  lAfoxmatiOfi  given  mc  at  Bofton^  March  iB, 
1785, 

In 
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4777.  In  the  courfe  of  the  above  tranfadtbns^.  larg^^juaod- 
ties  of  baggage,  provifion,  boats,  &c.  were  taken  by  both 
the  continentals  and  militia.  The  latter,  were  extrenid; 
eager  after  plunder  j  and  even  robbed  the  fomaerj^  as 
opportunity  offered,  of  wjbat  they  had  fecured^  and  made 
/ale  of  it  for  their  own  advantage.  The  irrjCgularities  in 
this  bufmefs  were  fo  grofs,  that  the  American  comman- 
der, on  the  lath,  gave  out  m  general  orders^-"  ,Thc 
general  fees  fo  many  fcandalous  and  meap  tranfa&ion^ 
committed  by  pcrfons  who  fcek  more  ^Eler  plunder  than 
the  honor  of  doing  their  duty  ip  a  becoming  juid  ibldier- 
like  manner,  that  he  is  obliged  to  declare  his  unalteiahk 
refolution,  to  have  the  firft  perfon  who  fhall  hereafter  be 
detefted  pillaging  the  baggage  and  ftores  ta}cen.6pm 
the  enemy,  tried  and  punifhed  with  the  utm<^  leverity 
^f  the  military  law.  Officers,  who  know  their  duty, 
and  have  virtue  to  pra£tife  it,  will  not  be  ieeking  plun- 
der, when  they  ought  to  be  doing  their  bgft  leryice  io 
-the  field ;  it  is  only  the  worthlefs  and  the  pilfering  that 
are  fo  truly  infamous.  For  the  future^  all  plunder  taken 
from  the  enemy  is  to  be  delivered  to  lieuL.  coL  Hay, 
deputy  quarter  mafter  general,  who  is  to  gpyc  a  receipt 
for  the  fame,  and  after  three  days  public  notice  in  fgSDCfdJi 
orders,  it  Ihall  be  fold  by  audion  in  the  moftiocntral 
place  in  the  rear  of  the  army  -,  and  the  money^  fijr  liriiich 
the  plunder  is  fold,  fhall  be  properly  and  fairly  divided^ 
to  fuch  perfons  as,  in  the  impartial  judgment  of.  die 
general,  have  a  right  to  receive  a.lharc  :  when  there  i$ 
a  fum  fufficient  to  divide  among  the  npn-cpmmifliQDcd 
officers  and  foldiers  of  the  whole  army,  they, may  h( 
^fibred  of  fuch  having  their  juft  cjuota^" 

■  ■  *    ■  *■   • '" '. 
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It  is  believed,  that  gcn»  Burgoyn?,  when  upon  the  ^777* 
point  of  retreating,  faid  to  major  Skeen  to  this  purport  I 
— "  You  have  been  the  occafion  of  getting  mc  into  ,  | 
this  difficulty,  now  advjfe  mc  how  to  get  out  of  it," — 
referring  to  the  advice  the  tnajor  gave  in  relation  to  die 
Bennington  expedition;  and  that  the  major  anfwered — 
^'  Scatter  your  baggage,  ftores  and  every  thing  elfe  that 
can  be  fpared,  at  proper  diftances  ;  and  the  militia  will 
b?  fo  engaged  in  collefting  and  fecuring  the  fame^  that 
the  troops  will  have  an  opportunity  of  getting  clear  off," 
The  major  certainly  knew  the  caft  of  the  militia ;  and 
if  military  honor  and  other  circumflanccsj  had  admitted 
of  trying  the  propofed  expedient,  it  might  have  fuc^  I 
ceeded ;  for  though  gen<  Gates  had  the  continentals  un-  I 
der  good  difcipline,  it  would  have  been  next  to  impoC-  / 
fible  for  him  to  have  prevented  the  militia's  being  taken  i 
in  by  the  hopes  of  immediate  gain. 

Burgoyne  was  at  lengtli  reduced  to.  the  neceffity  of 
conforming  in  a  degree  to  the  expedient.  The  only 
meafure  that  appeared  prafticable  for  the  efcape  of  the  ' 
army,  though  difficult  and  dangerous,  was  by  a  night 
march  to  gain  Fort  Edward,  the  troops  carrying  their 
provifions  on  their  backs.  The  impoffibility  of  convey- 
ing, in  their  prdent  fituation,  the  artillery  and  carriages, 
was  too  evident  to  adnnit  of  aqueftion.  Ic  was  propofed 
to  force  the  fords  at  or  near  the  fort-  But  all  hope  of 
effeding  this  manoeuvre  foon  failed.  The  Americans 
who  had  been  ordered  there,  were  too  ftrongly  potted. 
Befide,  they  made  a  difcovery,  which  they  greatly  im- 
proved. Below  the  fort,  clofe  in  with  the  river,  they 
found  the  appearance  of  a  grave,  with  an  infcription  on 
a  board — Here  lies  tkc  b^y  of  HeulenaiU  ■    i  .   ■  .    They 

iverc 
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1 777/ army.  This  done,  he  took  out  his  watch,  the  dmc  agreed 

/  upon  for  figning  being  conne  j  fcnt  col.  Greaton  oii  horlc- 

/  back  to  Burgoync  with  a  meflage,  requiring  the  general  t6 

I   iign ;  and  allowed  him  no  more  than  ten  minutes  to  go  and 

J   return.   He  was  back  in  time.  Thetreaty  wasfignedj  all 

^    hoftile  appearances  ceafed ;  and  theAmericahs  marched  into 

;  their  lines,  to  the  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle.  They  were  kejJt; 

;    there  until  the  royal  army  had  marched  out  of  thcfir  lineSj  an^ 

,    depofited  their  arms  at  the  place  appo'intcd  by  the  treaty. 

The  delicacy  with  which  this  bufincfs  was  condiidedi 

refleds  the  higheft  honor  upon  the  American  generaL    It 

intimated,  that  he  was  fenfible  of  the  mortification  attending 

a  reverfe  of  foi;tune  s  and  that  he  was  unwilling  to  a^ravate 

tlie  painful  feelings  of  the  royal  troops,  by  admitting  the; 

American  foldiery  to  be  eye-witnefles  to  the  degraxlingipec-^ 

tacle  of  piling  their  arms.  His  humanity  and  poCtehefs  arc 

the  more  praife-worthy,  as  fbme  late,  as  well  as  former  cir- 

Cumftances,  had  highly  enraged  the  militia.  The  cxtnior*." 

dinary  and  fevere  meafures  purfued  upon  the  North  river 

by  the  Britifh,  and  to  be  related  below,  might  aclfb  h'aye'af« 

forded  too  much  colour  for  a  difFerent'mode  of  condudt. 

When  the  arms  were  depofited  agreeable  to'  treaty,  the 
royal  troops  were  ferved  with  bread  by  the  Americans, 
a&  they  had  neither  any  left  nor  flour  to  make  iu  They 
had  only  one  day's  fait  meat  remaining. 

The  treaty  is  ftiled — A  convention  between  lieHfenoHt'^ 
general  Burgoyne^  and  major-general  Gates.  The  articles' 
follow: — I.  The  troops  under  lieut.  gen.  Burgbyne,  to 
march  out  of  th^ir  camp  with  the  honcM^-  of  war^'and 
the  artillery  of  the  intrenchments,  to  the  vergp  of  the 
•  liver,  where  the  old  fort  ftood,  \^here  the  arms  and  ar- 
tillery are  to  be  left*— 'The  wms  to  be  pifed*^\»ord  of 

cpmmam} 
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command  from  their  own  officers  : — 2.  A  free  paflage  i^y^^ 
to  be  grLinted  to  the  army  under  Ueut,  gen.  Burgoyne  to 
Great  Britain^  upon  condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North  America  during  the  prefent  conteft  -,  and  the  port 
of  Bofton  to  be  affigned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports,  to 
receive  the  troopSj  whenever  gen.  Howe  fhall  fo  order:— 
3.  Should  any  cartel  take  place^  by  which  the  army  un- 
der lieur.  gen-  BurgoynCj  or  any  part  of  it,  may  be  ex-* 
changed,  the  foregoing  article  to  be  void,  as  far  as  fuch 
exchange  Ihall  be  made ; — 4.  The  army  under  lieut, 
gen.  Burgoyne  is  to  march  to  MafTachufetts  Bay,  by  the 
eafieftj  and  moft  expeditious,  and  convenient  route ;  and 
to  be  quartered  in,  near,  or  as  convenient  as  poffible  to 
Bofton,  that  the  march  of  the  troops  may  not  be  delayed 
when  tranfports  arrive  to  receive  them  : — 5.  The  troops 
•to  be  fupplied  on  the  march,  and  during  their  being  in 
quarters,  with  provifions,  by  major  gen.  Gates's  orders, 
at  the  fame  rate  of  rations  as  the  troops  of  liis  own 
army ;  and,  if  poffible,  the  officers  horfes  and  catde  are 
to  be  fupplied  with  forage  at  the  ufual  rates ; — 6,  All 
officers  to  retain  their  carriages,  bat- horfes  and  other 
cattle,  and  no  baggage  to  be  molefted  or  fearched ; 
lieu.t.  gen,  Burgoyne  giving  his  honor,  that  there  arc  no 
public  ftores  contained  therein.  Major  gen.  Gates  will 
of  courfe  take  the  neceiTary  nieafures  for  the  due  per-^ 
formance  of  this  article :  Ihould  any  carriages  be  wanted 
during  the  march,  for  the  tranfportation  of  officers  bag- 
gage, they  are,  if  poffible,  to  be  fupplied  by  the  coun- 
try at  the  ufual  rates :— 7.  Upon  the  march,  and  during 
the  time  the  army  fhall  remain  in  quarters,  in  the  MaCa^ 
chufetta  Bay,  the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as  circumftances 
•  will  admit,  to  be  feparated  from  their  men.  The  ofE- 
I  cers 
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^lli*  ccrs  arc  to  be  quartered  according  to  t  r  rank^  iai 
are  not  to  be  hindered  from  afiembling  1  idr  inefi  for 
roll-callings,  and  other  necefiary  piirpofes  ofitgiJiixaltji 
—•8,  All  corps  whatever  of  lieut.  gen.  Burgpync's  urmf9 
whether  compoied  of  .(ailors,  batteaua-ihca>  arttficerSi 
drivers,  independent  conapanies,  and  fbUowera  of  the 
jamny,  of  whatever  country,  (ball  be  included  in  the  fiilkft 
(enfe  and  utnrK)ft  extent  of  the  above  amcks^  and  cook 
prehended  in  every  refpe£E  as  Biitifh  fubje&s  :i«-^  AH 
Canadians,  and  perfons  belonging  tx>  the  Canadian  efia* 
blifhment,  confifting  of  faibrs,  batteau^aiopj,  aitiiBca\ 
drivers,  independent  companies,  and  many  other  fofiov*- 
€rs  of  the  army,  who  come  under  no  particidar  de^^ripr 
tion,  are  to  be  permitted  to  return  there :  thtejr  are  Q>  be 
condu(5l:ed  innUTiediately  by  the  (bxsrteSt  route  to  the  fiit 
•Britifh  poib  on  Lake  George,  are  to  be  fi^pplied  mdi 
|)rovifions  in  the  (anie  manner  as  die  cidicr  trqepb  iVN} 
to  be  bound  by  the  fame  condition  o£tiSttiannog  divipg 
the  prefent  conteft  in  North  America^-^io.  P9fl|wrl3 
to  be  immediately  granted  for  thret  officeq^  Uf$,  expe^i- 
ing  the  rank  of  captains,  who  fiiail  be  s^pfuintodbflicut. 
gen.  Burgoyne,  tocarrydifpatct^PStoStf  WifliinJ3{W9> 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  to  Great  Britaiji  jagr  ite  rmqr  of 
New  York;  and  major  gen.  Gates  engagjcs  :dic  |nAdic 
faith,  that  thefe  difpatches  ihall  not  be  opened*  Thefe 
officers  are  to  fet  out  immediately  a&er  Konvk^  dieir 
difpatches,  and  are  to  travel  by  the  fiiotoAMQijff^  ^^ 
in  the  mod  expeditious  manner  >•*-!  i«  Puripg^^dys  fcy 
of  the  troops  in  the  MafTachufects  BsKf,  jthe  .offinoi  jne 
to  be  admitted  on  parole,  and  ase  to  be  p'ffPiHiHi  n 
wear  their  fide  arms: — 12.  Shoidddiearqpgr^ndGrltatti 
gen.  Burgoyne^  find  itucccSsajjj^&Ddlimti^^^ 

9iWk 
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nfki  other  baggage  from  Canada^  they  are  to  be  per-  ^1T 
niicted  to  do  it  in  the  molt  convenient  manner,  and  ne-r 
Ceflary  paflports  to  be  granted  for  that  piirpofc;— 1> 
Thefe  articles  are  to  be  mutoally  figiied  and  exchanged 
to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock  ^  and  the  troops  un- 
der Ykut.  gen.  Burgoyrfc,  are  to  march  out  bf  their  in^ 
trenchments  at  tlifee  o'dock  in  the  afternoon.  Camp  at 
Saratoga,  Oftobcr  t6,  177^1 

Horatio  GaTeSj  Msj'^r-gcneralj 

To  prevent  any  doubts  that  miglit  arife  from  Heur* 
gen.  Burgoyne's  n^me  not  being  mentioned  in  the  «bovC 
treaty,  major  gen»  Gates  hereby  declares,  that  he  is  un- 
derftood  to  be  comprehended  in  it,  as  fully  as  if  hii; 
name  had  been  fpecificilly  mentioned. 

rioRATio  Gat^s* 

Such  was  tiie  impsititncc  of  foiric  of  the  militia  to  re-  , 
turn  home  before  the  royal  army  had  been  brought  to 
furrender,  and  fo  iittle  their  concern  to  be  fpeftaCors  of 
the  event,  that  one  of  the  Northampton  regiments  went 
off  the  day  before  the  flag  came  out  from  Burgoyne* 
Another  regiment  took  itfelf  away  while  the  treaty  was 
in  agitation*  But  the  fate  of  the  army  will  tonffrm  thtl 
truth  of  what  its  commander  ^rote  to  lord  George  Ger- 
jnain,  Auguft  the  20th,  '*  The  great  bulk  of  the  coun- 
fry  is  undoubtedly  with  the  congrefs  Jn  principle  and 
zeal."  When  after  the  convefrtion  xKt  oiliccrs  went  into 
die  American  campy  they  were  furprifed ;  and  fome  of 
them  faid,  that  of  all  the  camps  they  had  ever  feen  in 
Germany  or  elfewhere,  they  never  faw  any  better  difpofed 
arid  feeured. 

The  return  figntid  by  gen.  Btirgoyne,  of  the  foreigners 
2tt  the  time  of  thfi  convention,  amounted  to  241 2.     The 

You.  IL  F  p  Britiih 
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i777«  Britifh  confifted^  according  to  him>  of  lo  officen  pre- 
fent — 145  commiffioned— the  ftaff  06-— ieiigeants  and 
drummers  297 — rank  and  file  290i^^in  all  3379:  dus 
;|dded  to  the  Germans,  makes  5791.  The  Ainericifi 
account,  to  fhow  what  was  the  fum  'total  of  the  roydj 
army  afting  in  the  northern  dep^utment  againft  the 
country,,  goes  on  to  reckon,  the  lick  taken  9a8*-die 
wounded  528 — prifoners  of  war  before  the  conventioB 
400— deferters  300*— left  at  Bennbgton  1220— kilkd, 
between  the  17  th  of  September  to  thct  i8th  of  OAobcTi 
60c—- taken  at  Tyconderoga  413— killed:  in  gen.  Hc^ 
kimer's  battle  about  300— ^making  in  all^  4689.  Ac- 
cording to  this  way  of  reckonings  the  royal  6xct  TO 
10,480.  It  was  probably  full  10,000  ftrang,  induding 
Canadians  and  provincials,  and  exclufive  of  Indians, 
drivers,  futtlers,  &c.  Among  the  prifoners  taken  .wen 
fix  members  of  parliament* 

The  train  of  brafs  artillery  was  a  fine  aoquifidop^  it 
confifted  of  2  twenty-four- pounders— 4  twelm— 20 
fixes — 6  threes — 2  eight  inch  howitz(;rs-r5  five  and  a 
half  royal  dittptr-^d  3  five  and  a  half  inch  ragplinortan 
<p*-in  all,  42  pieces  of  ordnance.  There  were  «Mb.  4647 
mufkets— 6000  dozen  of  cartridges>  befide  Omi^  Garcalcii 
cafes,  fheUs,  &c. 

Burgoyne  was  defirous  of  a  gencrs^  return  t]f  thf^  army 
commanded  by  Gates  at  the  time  of  the  paiivdhioik 
The  latter  underftoodliiQi,  and  was  careful  AOC^tt 
the  return  by  fupprefling  a  fingle  man.  Tlpc, 
tals,  all  ranks  included,  were  90931  ^  cnQHw  41201 
in  all  13,222  :  but  of  the  former,  the  fick  ip^  09,  ftrt 
lough  were  2 103 ;  and  of  the  Utxcr^  56^ 


.K   •   ' 


&•  ■ 


A  M  Vr  IciN       REVOLUTION.  ^75^^ 

of  the  militia  was  continually  varying;  and  many  of  *77> 
them  were  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  camp. 

We  now  enter  upon  the  relation  of  the  meafures  pur- 
fued  by  the  Britilh  below  Albany,  You  have  been  told 
what  were  the  fentiments  of  gen*  Putnam,  on  the  gth^ 
as  to  their  failing  up  to  within  fixteen  miles  of  the  AmCi- 
rican  camp,  before  removed  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Still-water,  Sir  H-  Clinton  however,  inftead  of  pufli- 
ing  up  the  river,  intrufted  the  bufinefs  to  Sir  James  Wal^ 
lace  and  gen.  Vaughan.  The  latter  had  under  him  3600 
men.  Sir  James  commanded  a  flying  fquadron  of  light 
frigates,  accompanied  with  the  neceflary  appendage  of 
barges,  batteaus  and  boats,  for  landing  the  troops,  and 
all  other  movements.  By  the  13th  they  reached  King^ 
(Ion  alias  -Sfopus,  a  fine  village,  as  you  would  call  it^ 
but  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic,  a  good  town.  Upon  ' 
Vaughan's  landing  the  troops,  the  Americans,  being  toa 
weak  to  rqake  refiftance,  abandoned  their  battery  of  three 
guns  after  fpiking  them.  They  left  the  town  immediately 
for  their  own  fafety,  without  firing  from  the  houfes  upoft 
the  Britilh,  Vauglian  however,  was  told  that  BurgoyniS 
had  aftually  furrendered  * ;  arid  the  town  was  doomed 
to  the  flames.  The  whole  was  reduced  to  ailies,  and  not 
a  houfe  left  Handing.  The  American  gov/ Clinton  was 
a  tanie  fpcctator  of  the  barbarity,  but  only  for  want  of 
a  fufficient  force  to  attack  the  enemy.  This'-feemingly 
revengeful  devaluation,  was  produftive  of  a  pathetic  but 
fevere  letter  from  gen.  Gates  (then  in  the  height  of  vie-*' 

♦  Mr.  James  BcdcmaAt  *n  eminent  mcfcbant  belonging  to  New 
Vork,  and  who  quitted  iEfopus  when  Vaugban  approached  it,  inform- 
ed me  of  thcfe  particulars,  Sept^  tg,  1785*  at  his  houfc  in  Morns 
county.  New  Jerfey^ 

P  p  2  tory) 
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•77*tory)  to  gen.  Vaughap.    The  latter  .iwjth  a  jQpod  ddl 
I  might  have  reached  Albany  in  foiir  hours;  .4hcrc  was 
/  force  to  have  hindered  hinri.    When  he  burnt  Living- 
i    iloa's  upper  mills^  had  he  proceeded  to  AM^v  nA 
I    burnt  the  American  ftores^  ^}^h  ?*  ^F   himfitf  has 
declared,  niuft  have  retreated  ;nto  New  Enc^d^-  Thf 
royalifts  may  juftly  repark  upon  the  occafion^^r^V  Why 
a  delay  was  made  of  feyen  (days  after  Cl^ton  had  takea 
the  fo^ts  we  are  ignorant  of^    The  highland  forts  wpit 
jaken  the  6th  of  Oftober^  ^fopus  was  Jj^np  the  13th; 
Burgoyne's  convention  was  fignecj  the    17th..  Thcr? 
was  no  force  to  oppofe  even  open  boats  on  .the  liVcrj 
why  then  did  nop  the  boafs  proceed  iipm^idlately  to  Al- 
bany  ?  Had  Cljntgn  gorje  forward,  Bgrgoyne's  armjrhad 
.  been  favpd.     Eutpam  could  not  have  Qfofipc}  tQ  '^bany. 
;  The  army  ^mufed  themfelyes  with  burnjiig  ^fi^pps,  am) 
the  houfes  of  individuals  on  the  river's  bfnk  ♦.*'    Whilp 
the  Britiih  were  manoeuvring  in  and  atliout  the  North 
River,  doing  mifchief  to  individuals,   wjthout  i^rving 
(heir  own  cauft  in  the  leaft^  gen.  C^ate^  had  cxigt^  iipoii 
fxprgfs,  urging. hjm  to  fend  dowq  troops  to  pppoie  th? 
enemy.     On  t}ie  14th  he  wrote  to  gov.  Clinton-:—''  I 
Jiave  ordered  the  comnaanding  officer  at  Fprt  Schuyler 
to  fend  Van  Shaack's  regiment  without  delay  tQ  Al- 
bany—defired  brigadier  general  Ganfevqort  to  repair  xx^ 
that  city,  and  take  the  copmrn^nd  pf  ^  thp  trpoj»  that 
ynay  alfemble  |here--rand  hay.!?  fent  down  the't¥^\^ib- 
pu^  reginients,  the  Tryon  county  ri^ilitiji, .  ap4 .  moft  of 
the  militia  of  Albany  county."    But  he  would  not  weaken 
bis  hold  of  Bvrgoyne  by  any  dceurhmcnt  of  condncucals 
from  his  own  army,  or  of  New  England  nulitu|.     The 
f  See  titr  Loyalift's  letten. 
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New  York  ftate  Tnilida>  that  repaired  to  the  governor  to  i777#. 
affift  the  inhabitants,  did  as  much  mifchief  as  the  enemy, 
the  burning  of  houfes  and  other  buildings  excepted-  It  is 
too  much  the  cafe  of  all  militia,  that  when  they  march  to 
the  afTiftance  of  their  countrymen  againft  a  common  ene- 
my, they  do  the  former  a  great  deal  of  damage-  The  lax- 
nefs  of  their  difcipline,  and  their  unreafonable  claims  of 
indulgences  from  thofe  whom  they  are  to  prote^ft,  make 
them  expcnfive  and  difagreeabk  guefts. 

When  the  convention  troops  began  their  march  to  Boi^ 
ton,  the  Americans  lined  the  road  and  hill  on  each  fide. 
They  expefted  to  have  met  with  many  infults  while  paffing 
through  the  centre  of  them,  fuppofed  to  be  between  1 1  and 
1 2,000 ;  but  to  their  great  furprife,  not  even  the  leafb  gef- 
ture  was  made  ufe  of  by  way  of  infult.  When  they  had 
marched  on,  Gates  pulhed  the  army  forward,  with  the  ut- 
moft  expedition,  to  ftop  the  crtiel  career  of  the  Britilh 
yp  the  North  River*  Upon  the  approach  of  the  Ame- 
Ticansj  Vaughan  and  Wallace  retired  to  New  York. 

It  will  be  fome  days,  before  the  veflel  for  France,  with 
the  news  of  Eurgoyne*s  fate,  can  fail;  which  admits  of 
my  adding  to  the  prefent  letter,  deftined  to  "go  by  that 
conveyance,  fome  other  matters  proper  for  inftrtion. 

The  Rev.  Mr.Duche,  formerly  the  chaplain  of  congrefs^ 
made  an  attempt,  by  writing,  on  the  patriotifm  of  gen. 
Wafhington  i  nothing  more  need  be  faid  of  the  tranfaflion, 
than  what  the  general  has  done,  in  a  letter  of  Oft.  the  1 6thy 
— *^  To  Mr,  Duchc's  ridiculous  illiberal  performance  I 
made  a  very  fhort  reply  by  defiring  the  bearer,  Mrs,  Fer- 
guion  of  Graham-park 3  if  fliefhould  hereafter  by  any  acci- 
dent meet  with  Mr.  Duchc,  to  tell  him,  I  fhould  have  re^ 
tui'ned  i:  unopened  j  if  I  had  had  any  Idea  of  the  contents," 

Some 
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^7T7«  Some  per fons  in  congrcf*s  have  been  and  arc  manoeuv^ 
ting  to  get  gen.  Conway  promoted,  which  occalGoiied  die 
comnriander  in  chief 's  writing  the  next  day  to  a  Confidential 
friend—"  I  afk  why  the  youngefl:  briga^er  in  die  fcnnoe 
(for  I  believe  Conway  is  fo)  Ihould  be  put  over  die  heads  of 
die  eldeft  ?  I  amaflured  they  willnotfervie  under  hiiti.  I  hive 
been  a  (lave  to  the  fervice :  I  have  iindftf  gone  more  dian  mA 
men  are  aware  of,  to  harrhdhize  fo  many  difcordant  ^xuts; 
but  it  will  be  impofTible  for  nie  to  be  of  any  fuither  tennoi^ 
if  fuch  infuperable  difficulties  are  thrbwii  ihrny  vray." 

Before  the  laft  year's  Maflachufetts  general' coiiilf  ex- 
pired, they  paffed  an  aft  to  fupport  and  enforce  tM' re- 
gulating a6t,  made  In  Jahtiary,  under  the  tide  of  an  ta 
to  prevent  monopoly-  and  pppreftion. ".  By*  this  new  a^ 
committees  were  vcfted  with  mdft  extraordinary  powm, 
*^  which,"  as  the  aft  fays,  "  can  onlv  be  juiced  in  calei 
wherein  the  very  6:ifl:ence  of  the  coniniuhtiy  is-  depend^  I 
ing."  The  vanity  and  folly  however  of '  regiiliating  a& 
has  been  fo  feen  and  felt,  that  they,have.bfecn'ri^iM 
by  the  new  general  court,  within  thefe^fi'vc  daysV 

Bofton  and  Marblehead  have  betfn  under  jgreat  ififlff- 
cultiesfor  want  of  flour  and  Indian 'corn  j*-  and  niuft 
have  fuffered  much,  had  it  not  been  for  thpifeitc  iinpof-* 
"tations/  On  the  15th  of  Auguft  there  was  hot  floOT  in 
the  capital  fufRcient  for.  the  inhabitants  longer  dhah  tte" 
next  day,  except  what  belonged  to  the  flatfe.  Tflic  fca- 
ports  and  neighbouring  towns  of  this  flfktc  'have'  fefii 
ufed  to  receive  their  fupplies  of  flour  moftly  By  water, 
and  from  the  places  now  in  the'  hands  of  "the  Briti]^; 
diey  are  therefore  liable  to  be  diftrelfed  Hj  thtf  &piSliL 
.  tions  of  the  war,  diough  happily  exempted  fioiii'  t^fSag 
the  feat  of  it,  lince  the  evacuation'  of  B'icSGbon,-  - ""'  •  '* 


americak    rey^lutioii.  $9f 

A  fecret  expedition  has  been  canying  on  ^againft  ^'ijf, 
Newport,  without  gen.  Wafhington*s  having  ever  becfi 
confulted  upon  it^  or  knowing  fix)m  whence  or  whcMn  it 
originated.  Gen.  Spencer  was  ftationed  at  Pnmdcincc, 
and  of  courfe  condufted  it.  The  ftates  of  Rhode  Ifland, 
Conne6ticut  and  Maflachuietts  fumifhed  almoft  the  whok 
of  the  troops.  The  militia,  who  were  called  out  upon 
the  occafion,  readily  engaged  in  the  fervicc,  for  tfaqF 
were  filled  with  the  expeftations  of  fuccefs,  and  the 
hopes  of  plunder.  Every  thing  went  on  well  for  fonrw 
time,  without  the  Britiih  troops  knowing  that  prepara- 
tions were  making  for  pailing.ovef  to  Rhode  IQand^  andt 
attacking  them.  At  length  a  hajf-witted  fellow,  wdi-r 
out  feeing  confequences,  of  his  own  head  carried  over 
in  his  boat  to  the  ifland^  a  Jew,  whom  he  landed^  and 
who  was  to  go  to  NewpcMt,.  and  the  neighbo^H^J0od, 
and  procure  all  the  intelligence  he  could,  and  thtn  lo 
return  with  his  information  to  gen.  Spencer.  The  Jew 
went  to  the  enemy  and  acqujunted  them  with  the  expe- 
dition that  was  going  forward.  Upon  this  the  Britifli 
immediately  took  proper  ra<?afurcs  for  their  fecurity. 
Gen.  Spencer  however,  perfefted  his  preparations.  The 
time  and  manner  for  carrying  the  militia  over  was  fet- 
tled. Brigadier  Pialmer,  who  headed  tbofe  from  the 
Maffachufetts,  had  his  orders  given  him;  but  inftead- 
of  executing  them  with  life  and  fpirit,  he  negjefted  and, 
difobeyed  them.  His  conduQ:  gpcafioned  a  failure  of 
the  expedition.  Spencei^'s  cowage  woidd  have  led  hjn 
to  have  attempted  carrying  iJie  ifland,  alter  t^is  (&fi|p^ 
pointment;,  and  ysrith  a  iianallcr  hoAf  of  ^oop$  than  w0« 
originally  to  have  been  employed ;  but  gthprs  lyquld  nQ$;  | 
confentco  it,  Th{;  ea^ployiog^^e  C^qKIAe^cut  mi^  / 
3  litia  I 
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i777Jlitia  in  this-fervice,  contributed  grttdjr  to,  if  ficft 'idid^l 
caufed  that  weaknefs  in  the  Anricrican  force  Aaciondtf  <m| 
the  North  River,  \vhich  occafioned  the  krfs  6f  the  ftM 
'  Mcjntgomery  and  Clinton. 

A  lotig  letter  for  doAcr  FothcrgiU  g6cs  by  the  pit* 
ftnt  opportunity.  The  writef  mentions  that  the  Ame- 
ricans are  determined  not  to  patt  with  thfeir  iAdepea-* 
dence,  and  propofes  that  there  Ihould  be  an  khmridht 
acknowledgment  of  it,  on  the  Jwt  of  Grtraf  Brita^Di 
and  an  entering  upon  a  eonimerdal  AlSsihte  vii&x  At 
United  States,  before  any  foreign  povrtt  infer&resi 
Nunnbcrs  have  been  for  fonrte  rime  diflatisfied  with  Ae 
French,  becaufe  of  their  not  affording  more  ipcedf; 
open,  and  important  afliftance.  They  flatter  themlclvcs 
that  the  capture  of  Burgoync's  army  will  prance  I 
change  in  the  politics  of  France*  An  adoption  of  the 
above  propofal  will  be  the  beft  expedient  for  over^reach^ 
ing  her  in  any  defign  of  injuring  our  native  cotmtty. 


Ekd  of  the  S£comi»  Volumje.  ' 


E    R    R    A    T    A* 

fsL^  1925  note,  read,  Chaftellux's.    F.Y^S,  t4^*ftmd,'m  of  tittle. 

P.  5679  lad  line  but  one,  read,  the  whole  loft  of  die  Ameacani. 
'  P.  405,  1.  I ,  ready  of  aftronomjr,     P.  4.77,    L  28,  remd,  coMMOtt 

caufe.    P.  C32,   1.  4,   read,  any  wife,     ?*  539,  .  L  5^  nmdrtsb^ 

Warner,  Williams. 

The  candid  reader  is  requeued  to  correft  the  above  tnot$, 
cxcufe  others  that  may  have  been  tnoMnrvtd;  ' 


V. 


